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H     1ST     OR     Y 

OP    T  H  E 

P&oc££DiN6s     and    Debates 

Of  the  SECOND  SESSION  of  the 

HOUSE    of    COMMONS 

or     THB 

Fourteenth  Parliament  of  GreM-BrHain ; 

Appointed  to  meet  at  Wifiminjier^  on  Tburfdayi  the  i6th  Dajf  of 
Oaohrti775* 


THE  King  being  on  the  throne  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
and  the  Commons  attending,  his  Majefty  opened  the 
feiSon  with  a  fpeech. 

The  Commons  being  returned  to  their  own  Houfe,  the 
Speaker  informed  them,  he  had  (to  prevent  miftakes)  obtain- 
ed a  copy  of  his  Majeftv's  fpeecn^  which  he  read  as  follows  ; 
"     My  Lcrds^  and  Gentlimen, 

The  prefent  lituation  of  America,  and  my  conftant  defire 
to  have  your  advice,  concurrence,  and  affiftance  oti  every  im^ 
portanc  occafion,  have  determined  me  to  call  you'  thus  early 
together.  *^ 

Thofe  who  have  long  too  fuccefsfuHy  laboured  to  inflame 
my  people  in  America  by  jgrofs  mtfreprefenta^tions^  and  to  m- 
fufe  into  their  minds  a  lyftem  of  opinions  repugnant  to  the 
true  conftitution  of  the  colonies,  and  to  their  fubordinate  re- 
lation to  Great-Britain,  now  openly  avow  their  revolt,  hof- 
tility,  and  rebellion.  They  have  raifed  troops,  aind  are  col- 
ledrng  a  naval  force ;  they  have  feixed  the  public  revenue, 
and  auumed  to  themfelves  legiflative,  executive,  and  judicial 
powers,  which  they  already  exercife,  in  the  moft*  arbitrary 
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manner,  over  the  perfons  and  propertied  of  their  fellow  fub- 
je£ls :  and  although  many  of  thefe  unhappy  people  may  ftill 
rOtajin  their  loyalty,  and  may  be  too  wife  not  to  fee  the  fatal 
confequence  of  this  ufurpation,  and  wifh  to  refift  it,  yet  the 
torrent  of  violence  has  been  ftrong  enough  to  compel  their 
acquiefcence,  till  a  fufficient  force  (hall  appear  to  fupport 
them. 

The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  defperate  confpiracy 
have,  in  the  conduft  of  it,  derived  great  advantage  from  the 
difference  of  our  intentions  and  theirs.  They  meant  only  to 
amufe  by  vague  exprefRons  of  attachment  to  the  parent 
ilate,  and  the  ftrongeft  proteftations  of  loyalty  to  me,  whilft 
they  were  preparing  for  a  general  revolt.  On  our  part,  tho-*  • 
it  was  <Jeclared  in  your  laft  feffion,  that  a  rebellion  exifted 
within  the  province  of  the  Maflachqfet's  Bay,  yet  even  that 
province  we  wifhed  rather  to  reclaim  than  to  fubdue.  The 
refolutions  of  Parliament  breathed  a  fpirit  of  moderation  and 
forbearance  ;  conciliatory  propofitions  accompanied  the  mea- 
fure  taken  to  enforce  authority  ;  and  the  coercive  afts  were 
adapted  to  cafes  of  criminal  combinations  among  fubje£ts  not 
then  in  arms.  I  have  afted  with  the  fame  .temper  ;  anxious 
to  prevent,  if  it  had  been  poffible,  the  eiFufion  of  the  blood 
of  my  fubjeds,  and  the  calamities  which  are  infeparable  from 
aftate  of  war ;  ftill  hoping  that  my  people  in  America  would 
have  difcerned  the  traiterous  views  of  their  leaders,  and  have 
heen  convinced,  that  to  be  a  fubJe<El  of  Great-Britain^  with 
all  its  confequences,  is  to  be  the  freeft  member  of  any  civil 
fociety  in  the  known  world. 

The  rebellious  war  now  levied  is  become  more  general, 
and  is  m.inifeftly  carried  on  for  the  purpofe  of  eftabli&ing  an 
independent  empire.  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  fatal  eftedls 
of  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  plan.  The  o£je£t  is  too  important, 
the  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  nation  too  high,  the  refources  with 
which  God  hath  blefTed  her  too  numerous,  to  give  up  fo  ma- 
ny colonies  which  Ihc  has  planted  with  great  induftry,  nurfed 
with  great  tenderncfs,  encouraged  with  many  commercial 
advantages,  and  protected  and  defended  at  much  expence  of 
blood  and  treafure. 

It  is  now  become  the  part  of  wifdom,  and  (in  its  efFefls) 
of  clemency,  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  thefe  diforders,  by  the 
moftdecifive  exertions.  For  this  purpofe,  I  have  encreafed 
my  naval  eftablifhment,  and  greatly  augmented  my  land  for- 
ces I  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  be  die  leaft  burthenfome 
to  my  kingdoms. 

I  have 


Digitized 


by  Google  . 


A,  1775.  DEBATES. 

I  have  alfo  the  fatisfaflfon  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  re- 
ceived the  mpft  friendly  oflfers  of  foreign  affiftance ;  and  if 
I  ftiall  make  any  treaties  in  confcquence  thereof,  they  (haJl 
be  laid  before  you.  And  I  have,  in  teftimony  of  my  affeftion 
to  my  people,  who  have  no  caufc  in  which  I  am  not  equally 
intereftcd,  fcnt  to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon 
a  pah  of  my  EleSoral  troops,  in  order  that  a  larger  number 
of  the  eflablifhed  forces  of  this  kingdom  may  be  applied  to 
the  maintenance  of  its  authority  ;  and  the  national  militia, 
planned  and  regulated  with  equal  regard  to  the  rights,  fafety, 
and  protection  of  my  crown  and  people,  may  give  a  farther 
extent  and  activity  to  our  military  operations. 

When  tlie  uahappy  and  deluded  multitude,  againft  whom 
this  force  will  bedireded,  fliall  become  fenfible  of  their  er- 
ror, I  (hall  be  ready  to  receive  the  mifled  with  tendernefs  and 
mercy :  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  which 
may  arife  from  the  great  diflan<ie  of  their  fituation,  and  to 
remove  as  foon  as  pof&ble  the  calamities  which  they  fufFer,  I 
fhall  give  authority  to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot  to  grant 
general  or  particular  pardons  and  indemnities,  in  fuch  man- 
ner, and  to  fuch  perfons,  as  they  fhall  think  fir,  and  to  receive 
the  fubmiflion  of  any  province  or  colony  which  {hall  be  dif- 
pofed  to  return  to  its  allegiance.  It  may  be  alfo  proper  to 
authorife  the  perfons  fo  convniifioned  to  reftore  fu^ch  province 
or  colony,  fo  returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exer- 
cife  of  its  trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the  fame  prote£Hon 
and  fecurity  as  if  fuch  province  or  colony  had  never  revolted. 
Gtntlitnen  of  thi  Houfe  of  Commons^ 

I  have  ordered  the  proper  eftimates  for  theenfuing  year  to 
be  laid  before  you ;  and  I  rely  on  your  affedtion  to  me,  and 
your  refolution  to^maintain  the  juft  rights  of  this  country, 
for  fuch  fupplies  as  the  prefent  circumftances  of  our  affairs 
require.  Among  the  many  unavoidable  ill  confequences  of 
this  rebellion,  none  afFeds  me  more  fenflbly  than  the  extra- 
ordinary burthen  which  itmuft  create  to  my  faithful  fubje£l$. 
My  Lords  and  Gentlemin^ 

I  have  fully  opened  to  you  my  views  and  intentions.  The 
conftant  employment  of  my  thoughts,*  and  the  moft  earneft 
wilhes  of  my  heart,  tend  wholly 'to  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of 
all  my  people,  and  to  the  re-eflablifhment  of  order  and  tran- 
quility through  the  feveral  parts  of  my  dominions,  in  a  clofe 
connection  and  conflitutional  dependence*  You  fee  the  ten- 
dency of  the  prefent  diforders,  and  I  have  flated  to  you  the^ 
meaiures  which  I  mean  to  purfu^  for  fuppreffing  them.  What* 
tver  remains  to  be  done  that  may  farther  <:ontribQte  to  this 
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end,  I  commit  to  ^our  wifdom.  And  I  aof  happy  to  add, 
that,  as  well  from  the  afiurances  I  have  received,  as  from^  the 
general  appearance  of  affairs  in  Kurope,  I  fee  no  probability 
that  the  meafures  which  you  may  adopt  will  be  interrupted 
bydtfputes  with  any  foreign  power. 

Ht.JcUMd,  ^<''  Acland  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  presented 
to  hisMajefty;  which  motion  he  introduced .  with  the  fol- 
lowing fpeech  : 

When  I  conftder  the  importance  of  the  fubje£i  brought  un* 
der  our  confideration  by  the  King's  moft  gracious  fpeech  fronn 
the  throne,  that  on  our  firmnefs  or  indecifion,  the  future  fate 
of  the  Britifh  empire  and  of  ages  yet  iinborn  will  depend  ; 
when  I  behold  the  eyes  of  all  Europe  fixed  on  the  temper  and 
firft  proceedings  of  this  aflembly,^  I  cannot  arifc  without 
feeling  the  inferiority  of  my  own  abilities,  and  dreading  to 
fink  under  a  burthen  I  find  myfelf  almofl  unequal  to  bear  ; 
but  if  the  kind  indulgence  of  this  houfe  will  fuppori  me,  I 
will  beg  its  attention  but  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  con- 
clude with  moving  a  dutiful  addrefs  to  the  King. 

Refleding,  Sir,  on  the  prefent  fituation  of  America,  (b 
greatly  altered  fince  our  laft  meeting,  when  I  fee  her  rifing 
from  her  fubordinate  relation  to  this  country,  to  the  undif- 
guiied  afTertion  of  independence  and  empire ;  when  I   at- 
tempt to  deduce  the  confequences  that  will  thence  flow,  not 
only  to  this  country  but  to  all  Europe,  I  confefs   I  ftand 
amazed  at  the  extent  of  the  objecSi:.     But,  Sir,  however  aw« 
ful  the  fituation  of  public  affairs  may  be,  I  hold  it  to  be  the 
firf(  duty  of  a  great  national  afTembly,  deliberating  on  a  great 
national  concerp,  not  to  defpair  of  the  republick  ;  for  who- 
ever. Sir,  attentively  examines  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  that 
has  been  fo  long  fomenting  in  America,  who  traces  its  courfe 
from  its  origin  to  its  prefent  enormous   height,  through  all 
the  various  appearances  under  which  artifice,  paffion  and  in* 
tereft  have  alternately  difguifed  it,  mull  admit  as  I  do,  that  the 
reducing  America  to  a  juft  obedience  to  this  country  is  not 
.  without  its  difficulties  ;  but  he  will  conclude   with  me  too, 
that  wh^re  the  interefts  of  a  great  people  are  concerned,  dif- 
ficulties muft  be  overcome  not  yielded  to,  nor  are  the  difficuU 
ties  fuperior  to  the  flrength  of  the  nation  that  has  to  encoua** 
terthem.     Recollect  the  flrength,  therefources  and  above  all 
(be  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  nation,  which  when  roufed  knows  no 
oppofition ;  let  me  remind  you  of  thofe  great,exten(ive.and  fuc« 
cefsful  wars  that  this  country  has  carried  on  before  (he  conti** 
^ent  of  America  was  known;  let  me  turn  your  attention  to  that 
period  wiuu)  you  dcf^adpd  this  very  people  from  the  attacks  of 
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tV  moft  powerful  and  valiant  nation  in  Europe, ^hen  your  ar« 
mies  gave  law,  and  your  fleets  rode  triumphant  on  every  coaftb 
Sbadl  we  be  told  then,  that  this  people,  whofe  greatnefs  is 
the  work  of  our  hands,  and  whofe  infolence  arifes  from  our 
divifions,  who  have  miftaken  the  lenity  of  this  country  for 
its  weaknefs,  and  the  reludtance  to  punifls,  for  a  want  of  po- 
wer to  vindicate  the  violated  rjghts  nf  Britifh  fubjefts  ;  mall 
we  be  told  that  fuch  a  people  can  refift  the  powerful  eiForts  of 
this  nation. 

The  fteps  hitherto  taken  by  Parliament  have  been  ^narked 
by  forbearance  and  moderation ;  for  though  it  was  well  known  / 
that  parts  of  Anierica  had  been  labouring  to  throw  ofF  the 
authority  of  this  country,  yet  fo  unwilling  was  Parliament  to 
exert  its  arms,  that  during  the  laft  feffion  it  continued  to  pro- 
ceed by  the  coercion  of  ciVil  power,  truftipg  that  the  infa- 
tuation of  the  Americans  would  at  laft  ceafe,  and  the  fword 
might  remain  peaceful  within  its  fcabbard:  but  the  Ameri*^ 
cans  reafoned  differently ;  they  took  advantage  of  our  incli- 
nation to  peace  to  prepare  themfelves  for  war,  and  though  it 
was  contended  at  our  laft  meeting  that  New  England  was  not 
th^n  in  a  ftateof  rcbellionyit  cannot  now  becontended  thatAme- 
rica  is  not  in  a  ftate  of  war.  From  the  very  beginning  of  this 
quarrel  the  point  in  difpute  between  us  has  been  perpetually 
filu£luating,  and  whatever  the  original  con teft  might  b^  it  is 
now  loft  in  a  conteft  for  Independence  and  empire.  That  the 
Americans  have  been  long  contending  for  independence  I  be- 
lieve I  am  not  the  only  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  who  is  firmly 
perfuaded;  but  now  they  hold  a  higher  tone,  prefumingon  a  i 

fuppofed  invincibility  of  ftren^th,  they  fpeak  a  clearer  language. 

Thecongrefs,  in  their  obfervations  on  the  conciliatory  plan 
oHered  b^  Parliament  laft  year,  triumphantly  demand  ^^  what 
right  Britain  has  to  interfere  with  her  government,  fihce  fhe 
d^s  not  interfere  with  that  of  Britain  ?"  Is  not  this  the  lan- 
guage of  an  independent  ftate  ?  It  is  a  language  that  might  ^ 
welt  become  France  or  Spain,  but  which  cannot  be  recon- 
ciled to  any  idea  of  obedience  from  a  colony  to  a  mother 
country. .  In  the  private  intercepted  correfpondence  of  their  « 
leaders,  we  find  them  boafting^^of  their  labour^  in  modelling 
a  new  government ;  raifing,  clothing  and  fubfifting  a  large 
surmy,  creating  a  marine,  and  founding  an  extenfive  empire  :" 
but  their  adkions  ftill  more  loudly  declare  their  intentions 
than  their  profeffions;  they  haveraifed  an  army,  they  are  crea-f 
ting  a  marine,  and  the  continental  congrefs,  under  the  afTumod  ' 

power  of  its  own  fe}f*created  affenObly,  have  iftued  bills  on  con- 
tinental 
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tinental  credit ;  they  have  made  war  too,  in  all  its  forms,  oA 
the  people  of  whom  they  would  wifli  to  be  independent. 

The  queftion  is  now  therefore  reduced  into  a  very  (hort 
compafs,  do  gentlemen ^chufe  to  acquiefce  in  the  indepen* 
denccof  America,  or  to  enforce  their  fubmifHon  to  this  coun- 
try by  vigorous  meafures  ?  We  (hall  be  told  perhaps  not  only 
of  the  difficulties  of  fuch  an  enterprize,  but  of  the  few  ad- 
vantages we  can  draw  from  a  country  reduced  by  the  calami- 
ties of  war:  but  this  argument  has  little  weight  with  any  one 
who  confiders  that  the  fame  force  which  is  Sufficient  to  fub— 
due  the  difobedient  fpirit  of  America,  is  alfo  fufficielit'  and 
will  be  exerted  to  repair  her  lofles,  and  alleviate  her  calamities* 
How  foon  were  the  mifchicfs  of  the  laft  war  repaired  !  hovr 
foon  was  commerce  rcftored^  and  ir.duftry  reanimated  in  all 
parts  of  the  world  !'  But  admitting  thvs  argument  in  its  full 
force,  admitting  that  America  is  regained,  weakened  and  ex- 
haufted  by  the  unnatural  ftruggle ;  compare  this  fituation 
with  that  of  American  independence;  compare  it  with  the 
perpetual  lofs  of  thofe  exclufive  advantages  you  have  hitherto 
enjoyed  in  her  trade^;  confider  too,  that  the  moment  America 
is  independent,  flie  becomes  the  arbiter  of  your  Weft- Indian 
trade,  and  a  dangerous  rival  in  many  of  the  other  branches  of 
Britifh  commerce  ;  from  that  moment  the  NortK  American 
merchant  becomes  the  rival  of  the  Britifli  merchant  in  every 
part  of  Europf,  Afia,  and  Africa,  whilft  the  European,  the 
Aiiatic  and  African  merchant,  will  be  received  as  favourably  as 
the  Britiih  through  the  whole  America  continent :  and  I  mufl: 
maintain,  that  it  would  have  been  better  for  this  country  that 
America  had  never  been  knOwn,  than  that  a  great  confolidated 
'  American  Empire  (hould  exift  independent  of  Britain. 

Would  gentlemen,  not  mutually  reproaching  each  other  for 
what  has  or  ha^  not  been  done,  without  paffion  and  without 
prcjudilce,  confider  what  the  exigency  of  affairs  requires  now 
to  DC  done,  they  will  perceive,  whatever  its  origin  might  be, 
to  fuch  a  Height  is  this  difpute  now  run,  that  no  meafures 
can  be  propofed  that  the  Americans,  confident  in  their  own 
ftrcngth,  would  now  accept,  that  would  not  terminate  in  real 
though  perhaps  not  in  nominal  independence  ;  as  therefore 
there  is  now  no  medium  left  between  their  fubmiffionand  their 
independence,  thofe  who  think  it  for  the  advantage  of  this 
country  that  America  {hould  be  reduced  toadue  fubmiffionto 
its  legiilature,  will  of  courfe  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  exe- 
cutive power  for  that  conftitutional  purpofe  ;  thofe,  if  there 
are  any  fuch,  who  wifli  to  fee  America  independent,  may  live 
!$o  lament  the  confe^uences  of  their  mif-jUdged  partiality  to 
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that  country,  fatal  to  the  interefts  of  this,  which  ought  to  be,  ' 
and  Itruft  will  be,  thefiril  and  deareft  objeft  to  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  Britifli  freeholders. 

Governor  Lyttelton  feconded  the  motion  for  an  addrefs*    He  Cqv,  tjt-* 
expatiated  on  theneceffity  of  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  go- "''"'• 
vcrnment,  if  coercive  meafures  were  intended  to  be  purfued. 

He  compared  America  to  a  chain,  the  upper  part  of  which 
was  ftrong,  and  the  lower  weak  ;  he  explained  this,  by  fay- 
ing, the  northern  colonies,  or  upper  part  of  the  chain,  were 
ftrong,  populous,  and  of  courfe  able  to  make  rcfiftance  ;  the 
fouthern  colonies,  or  lower  part,  were  weak,  on  account  of 
the  number  of  negroes  in  them.  He  intimated,  if  a  if^w  regi- 
ments were  fent  there,  the  negroes  would  rife,  and  embrue 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  mafters.  He  was  againft 
any  conciliatory  offers  being  made;  faid  this  was  the  moft 
proper  time  to  fpeakout ;  and  thought,  at  all  Events,  the  ho-  - 
nour  of  the  nation  required  coercive  meafurcs  ;  that  the  co- 
lonies ought  to  be  conquered  and  then  to  have  mercy  fhewn 
them  ;  concluding,  from  Virgil,  with  par<trt  fuhjeSlis  it  de- 
debellare  fuperhos. 

Liord  John  Cavendi/h  movtd  an  amendment  to  erafc  the  Lord  7o6» 
whole  add refs,  except  the  firft  paragraph,  and  to  infcrt  the  fol-^**^**^' 
lowing  inftead  : 

That  we  behold,  with  the  utmoft  concern,  the  diforders 
and  difcontents  in  the  Britifii  colonies,  rather  encreafed  than 
diminifhed  by  the  means  that  have  been  ufed  to  fuppref^  and 
allay  them  ;  a  circumftance  alone  fufficient  to  give  this  Houfe 
juft  reafon  to  fear,  that  thofe  means  were  not  originally  well 
confidered,  or  properly  adapted  to  anfwer  the  ends  to  which 
they  were  dire<51ed. 

We  are  fatisfied  by  experience  that  the  misfortune  has,  in 
a  great  meafure,  arifen  from  the  want  of  full  and  proper  in- 
formation being  laid  before  the  Parliament  of  the  true  ftatc 
and  condition  of  the  colonies  ;  by  reafon  of  which,  mea- 
fures  have  been  carried  into  execution  injurious  and  ineffica- 
cious, from  whence  no  falutary  end  was  reafonably  to  be  ex- 
pected ;  tending  to  tarnifh  the  luflre  of  the  Britifh  arms,  to 
bringdifcredit  on  the  wifdom  of  his  Majefty's  councils,  and 
to  nourifh,  without  hope  of  end,  a  moft  unhappy  civil  war. 

Deeply  imprcfled  with  a  melancholy  ftate  of  public  con- 
cerns, we  fliall,  in  thefulicft  information  we  can  obtain,  and 
with  the  moft  mature  deliberation  we  can  employ,  review  the 
whole  of  the  late  proceedings,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to 
difcover,  as  wc  fliall  be  moft  willing  to  apply,  the  moft  ef- 
feSual  means  of  reftoring  order  to  the  diftrafted  affairs  of 

the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


$      .  PARLIAMENTARY  A.177S; 

the  firitiAk  ctppire,  confidence  to  his  Mzje&fn  governinent«  ^ 
obedience,  by  a  prudent  and  tenxperate  ufe  of  its  powers,  au* 
thority  of  Parliament,  and  fatisfa&ion  and  happinefs  to  all 
his  people. 

By  thefe  mean^  we  tr4ift  we  (hall  avoid  any  occaflon  of  ha- 
ving recourfe  to  the  alarming  and  dangerous  expedient  of 
calling  in  foreign  forces  to  the  fupport  of  bis  Majefty's  au- 
thority within  hrs  own  dominions,  and  the  ftill  more  dread- 
ful calamity  of  (hedding  Britiih  blood  by  Briti(h  arms* 

^tyamts        Si^  yames  Lowtber  feconded  this  motion.     He  ftrongly 

Ltfwtbtf  urged  the  great  impropriety  and  danger  of  vefting  the  impor- 
tant fortreiles  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  in  the  bands  of  fo- 
reigners. He  condemned  the  addreft  throughout ;  attacked 
the  whole  fyftem  of  colony  government,  and  the  meafures 
arifing  from  it  ;  ind  with  peculiar  energy,  urged  the  intereft 
he  had  in  the  event  of  thofe  meafures,  the  ftake  he  had  to  lofe, 
and  the  motives  which  might  confequeatly  be  fuppo&d  to  in- 
flttence  his  condu£l. 

Mr.  miktt.     The  Lord  Mavor  [Mr-  Wilkes.'\    I  entirely  agree  with  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  feconded  the  moti9n  for  an  ad« 
drefs  to  his  Majefty,  thatevQry  man  ought  now  to  fpeak  out ; 
and  in  a  moment  fo  important  as  the  prefent  to  the  whole  eni- 
pire,  I  think  it  ill  becomes  the  dignity  and  duty  of  Parliament 
to  lofe  itfelf  in  fucha  fulfome,  adulatory  addrefs  to  the  throne 
as  that  now  propofed.    We  ought  rather,  Sir^  to  approath  our 
.   Sovereign  with  found  and  wholefome  advice^  ind  even  with 
remonilrances  againft  the  condu£l  of  his  minifters,  who  have 
.    precipitated  the  nation  into  an  unjuft,  ruinous,  felonious  and 
murderous  war.     I  call  the  war  with  our  brethren  in  America 
an  unjuft,  felonious  war,  becaufe  the  primary  caufe  and  con- 
feiTed  origin  of  it  is,  to  attempt  to  take  their  money  from 
them  without  their  confent,  contrary  to  the  common  rights  of 
all  mankind,  and  thofe  great  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution,  for  which  Hampden  bled.     I  ailert.  Sir, 
that  it  is  in  confequence  a  murderous  war,  becaufe  it  is  an  at- 
tempt to  deprive  men  of  their  lives  for  ftanding  up  in  the  juft 
caufe  of  the  defence  of  their  property  and  their  clear  rights. 
It  becomes  no  lefs  a  murderous  war  with  refped  to  many  of 
our  feilow-fubjedls  of  this  ifland  \  for  every  man,  either  or  the 
navy  or  army,  who  has  been  fent  by  government  to  America, 
and  has   fallen  a  vidlm  in  this  unnatural  and  uniuft  conteft, 
has  been  murdered   by  adminiftration,  and  his  blood  lies  at 
their  door.     Such  a  war,  1  fear,  Sir,  will  draw  down  the  ven- 
geance of  Heaven  upon  this  devoted  kingdom. 
I  tliink  this  war^  Sir,  fatal  and  ruinous  to  our  country.     It 
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abfolutely  annihilates  the  only  great  fource  of  our  wealthy 
which  we  enjoyed  unrivalled  by  other  nsitions,  and  deprives 
us  of  the  fruits  of  the  laborious  indudry  of  near  three  millions 
of  fubjefls,  which  centred  here.  That  commerce  has  already 
taken  its  flight,  and  oqr  American  merchants  are  now  deplor- 
ing the  confequences  of  a  wretched  policy,  which  has  beert 
purfued  to  their  deftrudion.  It  is.  Sir,  no  lefs  ruinous  with 
regard  to  the  enormous  expence  of  the*  fleets  and  armies  necef- 
fary  for  this  nefarious  undertaking,  fo  that  we  are  wafting  our 
prefent  wealth,  while  we  are  deftroying  the  fources  of  all  we 
might  have  in  future. 

f  fpeak.  Sir,  as  a  friend  to  England  and  America^  but  ftlll 
more  to  univerfal  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  all  mankind.  I 
truft  no  part  of  the  fubje^s  of  this  vaft  empire  will  ever  fub- 
mit  to  be  flaves.  I  am  fure  the  Americans  are  too  high  fpirit- 
ed  to  brook  the  idea.  Your  whole  power,  and  that  of  your 
allies,  if  you  had  any,  and  of  all  the  German  troop3  you  can 
hire,  cannot  efFc<a  fo  wicked  apurpofe.  The  conduft  of  the 
prefent  adminiftration  has  already  wrefted  the  fceptre  of  Ame- 
rica out  of  the  hands  of  our  Sovereign,  and  you  have  now 
fcarcely  a  poftmafter  left  in  the  whole  northern  continent. 
More  than  half  the  empire  is  already  loft,  and  almoft  all  the 
reft  is  in  confufion  and  anarchy.  The  miniftry  have  brought 
our  Sovereign  into  a  more  difgraceful  fituation  than  any 
crowned  head  now  living.  He  alone  has  already  loft,  by  their 
fatal  counfels,  more  territory  than  the  three  great  united 
powers  of  Ruflia,  Auftria  and  Pruflia  have  together  robbed 
Poland  of,  and  by  equal  a£ls  of  violence  and  injufticefrom  ad^ 
miniftration. 

England  was  never  engaged  in  a  conteft  of  fuch  importance 
to  our  moft  valuable  concerns  and  pofleffions.  We  are  fighting 
for  the  fubje£ljon  ofacouiitry  infinitely  more  extended  than 
our  own,  of  which  every  day  encreafes  the  wealth,  the  natu- 
ral ftrength,  and  population.  Should  we  not  fucpeed^  it 
will  be  a  bofom  friendihip  foured  to  hate  and  refentment. 
We  (hall  be  confidered  as  their  moft  implacable  enemies,  an 
eternal  feparaiion  will  fucceed,  and  the  grandeur  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire  pafs  away.  Succefs  fcems  to  me  not  equivocal^ 
but  impoflible.  However  we  may  differ  among  ourfelves, 
they  are  perfe£bly  united.  On  this  fide  the  Atlantic  party- 
rage  unhappily  divides  us^  but  one  foul  animates  the  vaft 
northern  continent  of  America,  the  general  congrefs,  and 
each  provincial  afKmbly.  An  appeal  has  been  made  to  the 
fwbrd,  and  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  campaign  what  have  we 
conquered  ?    Bunker's  Hill  with  the  lofs  of  ijioo  men.    Are 
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we  to  pay  as  dearly  for  the  reft  of  America  ?     The  idea  of 
conqueft  is  as  romantic  as  unjuft. 

The  honourable  gentleman,  who  moved  the  addrefs,  fays, 
"  the  Americans  have  been  treated  with  lenity."  Was  your 
Bofton  port  bill  a  meafure  of  lenity  ?  Was  your  fifhery  bill 
a  meafure  of  lenity  ?  Was  your  bill  for  taking  away  the 
charter  of  the  Maflachufet's  Bay  a  meafure  of  lenity,  or  even 
juftice  ?  I  omit  your  many  other  grofs  provocations  and  in- 
fults,  by  which  the  brave  Americans  have  been  driven  into 
their  prefent  ftate.  He  afTerts  that  they  avow  a  difpofition 
to  be  independent.  On  t^e  contrary.  Sir,  all  the  declara- 
tions both  of  the  late  and  the  prefent  congrefs,  uniformly 
tend  to  this  one  objeA,  of  being  put  on  the  fame  footing 
they  were  in  the  year  1763.  This  has  been  their  only  de- 
mand, from  which  they  have  never  varied*  Their  daily 
prayers  are  for  liberty,  peace  and  fafety.  I  ufe  the  words  of 
the  congrefs  of  the  laft  year.  They  juftly  expeft  to  be  put 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  fubjecls  of  the  empire. 
If  you  confine  all  our  trade  to  yourfelvcs,  fay  they  ;  if  you 
make  a  monopoly  of  our  commerce  i  if  you  (hut  all  other 
ports  of  the  world  againft  us,  tax  us  not  too.  If  you  do, 
then  give  us  a  free  trade,  fuch  as  you  enjoy  yourfelves ;  let 
us  have  equal  advantages  of  commerce,  all  other  ports  opea 
to  us  ;  then  we  can,  and  will,  chearfully  pay  taxes. 

It  muft  give.  Sir,  every  man  who  loves  this  country,  the 
deepeft  concern  at  the  naming  in  the  addrefs  foreign  troop;, 
Hanoverians  and  Heffians,  who  are  now  called  to  interfere  in 
our  domeftic  quarrels,  not  to  dwell  this  day  on  the  illegality 
of  the  meafure.  The  militia  indeed  arc  now  employed,  and 
that  noble  inftitution  is  at  prefent  complimented  by  miniftcrs, 
who  hate  the  very  name  of  a  militia,  becaufe  the  embodying 
of  thofe  forces  enables  adminiftration  to  butcher  more  of  our 
fellow  fubjeas  in  America. 

Sir,  I  difapprove  not  only  the  evil  fpirlt  of  the  whole  ad- 
drefs, but  likewife  the  wretched  adulation  of  almoft  every 
part  of  it.  My  wifti  and  hope  therefore  is,  that  it  will  be 
rejeQed  by  the  Houfe,  and  that  another  dutiful,  yet  decent, 
manly,  addrefs  will  be  prefented  to  the  King,  praying  his 
Majefty  that  he  would  (heath  the  fword,  prevent  the  farther 
cffulion  of  the  blood  of  our  fellow  fubjeSs,  adopt  fome  mode 
of  negociation  with  the  general  congrefs,  in  compliance 
with  their  repeated  petition,  and  thereby  reftore  peace  and 
harmony  to  thisdiftradcd  empire. 
Sir  ^Jam  Sir  jfdam  Fergujfon  faid,  that  if  experience  did  not  (hew 
Firfujfm.    that  fcarcc  any  qucttion  ever  came  before  that  Houfe  without 
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Come  variety  of  opinion,  he  would  have  flattered  himfelf  that^ 
however  much  they  had  hitherto  differed,  they  fliould  no  jv,  at 
.lea ft,  have  come  together  with  fome  degree  of  unanimity. 

That  gentlemen  (hould  differ  about  fome  particular  pointt 
of  colony  government,  as,  for  example,  how  far  it  was  ex^ 
pedient  or  inexpedient  to  tax  America,  confidering  how  much 
chat  queftion  was  involved  in  difficulty,  and  how  much 
could  be  plaufibly  faid  on  the  one  fide  or  the  other»  was  not 
much  to  be  wondered  at :  but  that  it  was  matter  of  no  fmall 
furprife  to  him,  that  they  were  ftill  likeJy  to  differ  in  opinion, 
when  the  queftion  was  no  longer  confined  to  taxation,  or  to 
any  particular  exercife  of  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  but 
extended  to  the  very  being  of  the  fovreignty  Itfelf,  and 
to  thofe  rights  of  which  this  kingdom  had  been  in  pofteffion 
ever  fince  the  exiftence  of  the  colonies.^ 

That  the  honourable  magiftrate  [the  late  Lord  Mayor,  Mr. 
Wilkes]  had  faid,  that  the  congrefs  had  declared  they  did  not 
aim  at  independance.  They  certainly  had  done  fo  in  general 
terms  :  but  how  did  their  particular  claims  correfpond  to  this 
general  aflertion  ?  He  was  afraid,  if  thefe  were  examined, 
it  would  appear  that  the  pre(enfions  of  the  congrefs  went  the 
length  of  a  total  exemption  from  the  power  and  authority  of 
Parliament. 

They  had  declared  in  the  moftexprefs  terms,  that  Parlia- 
ment had  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  their  provifions 
for  the  fupport 'of  civil  government,  or  the  admin iftration  of 
juftice.  Their  language  was,  that  while  Parliament  purfued 
its  plan  of  civil  government  within  its  own  jurifdidion,  they 
infifted  upon  purfuing  theirs  without  moleftation,  plainly 
claiming  an  authority  in  each  of  the  colony  aflemblies,  ex- 
cluftveof  that  of  Parliament.  An  exclufive  right  of  legiflation 
in  all  matters  of  internal  policy  had  been,  in  the  moft  exprefs 
terms,  afferted  by  them,  and  not  only  the  late  ads  of  Parlia- 
ment more  particularly  complained  of,  but  every  other  which 
touched  upon  the  internal  polity  of  the  colonies,  had  been 
treated  by  them  as  unjuft  encroachments  of  Parliament  upon 
the  rights  of  a  legiflature  as  independent  as  itfelf. 

In  military  matters,  their  pretenfions  were  equally  extra- 
vagant. They  exprefsly  denied  that  Great  Britain  had  a 
right  to  keep  a  fingle  foldier  in  the  whole  extenfive  continent 
of  America,  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature  of  that  co- 
lony where  the  troops  were  kept, 

With  regard  to  revenue,  had  not  a  declaration  been  made, 
in  words  mtelligible  to  all  fnankind,  that  America  never 
U'oufd  be  taxed  by  Parliament,  unlef?  they  refufed  to  contri- 
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bute  their  proportion  tp  the  common  expences  of  the  ftate  i 
They  even  knew,  that  any  reafonable  fum  would  be  accepted 
of:  but  they  would  not  gratify  this  country  (j  far  as  to  fay 
that  they  would  contribute  a  ungle  (hilling. 

The  only  particular  in  which  they  fcemed  inclined  to  ad- 
mit the  authority  of  Parliament  was  in  what  related  to  the  re- 
gulation of  their  trade  :  even  with  regard  to  that,'  they  ex- 
pfefled  tl^emfelves  with  a  fufficienc  degree  of  caution  ;  but  in 
every  thing  elfe  ^hey  aflferted  an  abfolute  independance  on 
Parliament. 

In  what  manner  things  had  been  brought  to  that  unhappy 
dilemma^  did  not  fecm  the  proper  objedt  of  their  prefent  en- 
quiry. There  might  be  time  enough  for  that  inquiry  after- 
wards. The  prefent  pbje<St  was  to  remedy  the  evil.  For  his 
part,  were  hetogivehi3  opinion  upon  that  fi^bje6^,  hefhould 
be  apt  to  fay,  that  the  fault  did  not  fo  much  lie  in  this  or 
that  partici^lar  fet  of  me^fures,  as  in  that  variable  and  fluc- 
tuating condufi,  which  cannot  be  altogether  avoided  in  a  go- 
vernment fuch  as  ours,  and  which  had  remarkably  prevailed 
With  regard  to  America. 

He  (houTd  be  apt  to  fay,  that  no  miniftry,  fnice  the  time  of 
the  ftamp-a£l,  had  been  altogether  free  of  blame  :  but  he 
jQiould  at  the  fame  time  add,  that,  perhaps,  more  than  any 
miniftry,  thofe  had  been  to  blame,  who,  not  fatisfied  with 
exprefiihg  their  difapprobation  of  particular  meafures,  ha4 
argued,  both  within  and  without  doors,  againft  the  autho- 
rity of  the  fupreme  legiflature  itfelf;  who,  from  an  excefs 
of  zeal  in  fupport  of  America,  feemed  too  much  to  forget 
the  intereft  of  the  mother-countPy  ^  and  from  an  appre- 
hension left  the  colonies  fliould  be  ruled  with  too  heavy  a 
hand,  feemed  inclined  to  adopt  meafures  which  had  a  ten- 
dency to  exempt  them  from  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain 
altogether,  and  to  ere£t  them  into  fo  many  fovereign  inde~ 
pendent  ftates.  * 

But  inftead  of  inveftigating  the  caufes  of  the  evil,  it  was 
more  material  now  to  confider  what  was  proper  to  be  done  to 
remedy  it,  and  in  this  he  faw  but  one  choice,  either  toYupport 
with  vigour  the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  abandon 
America  altogether. 

That  fome  fpeculative  men  h^ve  faid,  and  publifhed  their 
opinions  to  the  world,  that  it  would  be  no  fuch  fatal  ftrolce 
to  Britain  as  is  generally  imagined,  were  Atnerica  to  be  aban- 
doned'altogether  ;  that  he  had  hot  opinion  enough  of  his  own 
forefight  to  fay  with  certainty  what  the  confeqi;ence  would 
}^y  but  fo  much  benefit  he  had  reaped  from  thefe  fpeculations 
'"■'  '  as 
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as  to  hope  that  the  welfare  and  pr^fpcrity  of  Great  Britain 
would  not  be  dcfperate  even  were  fuch  an  event  to  happen. 

But  who  would  be  bold  enough  to  advife  fuch  a  meafure  I 
and  who  could,  with  certainty,  anfwer  for  the  cfFeflsofit? 
If  no  perfon  would,  what  remained,  but  that  they  iho'uld 
exert  every  nerve  to  reduce  their  rebellious  fubjecSs  to  obe- 
dience ?  After  they  hid  reduced  them,  and  convinced  them 
of  their  inability  to  refill  the  power  of  this  country  ;  then  and 
not  till  then,  would  be  the  time  to  (hew  them  all  poffibie 
indiilgence.  .ji 

That  any  further  concefCon  now  would  be  confidered  as 
extorted  from  them  by  their  fears^  not  as  the  voluntary  efFe^l 
of  their  favour. 

But  can  this  country  reduce  them  to  obedience,  or  muft 
their  cdntcft  be  given  up  for  want  of  power  ?  If  it  muft,  there 
is  no  help  for  it  :  but,  at  leaft,  let  us  put  it  to  the  trial  ;  for 
bis  own  part,  he  could  not  entertain  a  doubt  of  it  ;  he  did,  in- 
deed, fee  that  thofe  were  miftaken  who  faid  the  Americans 
would  not  fight  :  but  thofe  vverc,  at  leaft,  as  much  miftaken, 
if  there  were  any  fuch,  who  would  entertain  a  doubt  of  their 
being  reduced  by  a  proper  exertion  of  the  power  of  Great- 
Britain. 

As  he  could  not  doubt  of  the  ftrength  of  Great-Britain  to 
reduce  them,  fo  he  hoped  if  that  ftrength  was  exerted  it 
would  be  done  efFeiSlually.  If  a  force  is  fent  to  America,  both 
prudence  and  humanity  required  that  it  ihould  be  fuch  a  one 
as,  humanly  fpeaking,  would  carry  its  point.  The  error  hi- 
therto ha  J  been  to  have  too  fmall  a  force  there ;  to  continue 
the  fame  error  ftill,  was  to  protract  the  miferies  and  horrors 
of  a  civil  war.  He  did  not  mean  merely  that  fuch  a  force 
ihould  be  fent  as  would  be  fufficient  to  beat  their  opponents  ; 
it  ought  to  be  fuch  a  one  as  would  deprive  them  of  all 
ideaof  refiftance. 

Thefe  being  his  fentiments,  he  coiild  not  poffibly  give  his 
afient  to  the  amend nient  propofed  by  the  noble  Lord. 

He"  concluded  with  expreiling  a  wifh  that  in  this  great  and 
trying  crifis,  in  which  the  power,  the  authority,*  the  impor- 
tance of  Parliament  was  at  ftake ;  in  which  the  queftion  was, 
whether  the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons  (hould  continue, 
arhe  had  always  undcrftood  them  to  be,  the  great  governing 
power  of  the  whole  Britifh  empire  ;  or  if  America  was  hence- 
forward to  be  fubjedl  to  the  King  alone,  while  Parliamenjt 
was  reduced  to  a  level  with  one  of  the  provincial  aflemblies. 
If  gentlemen  would  layafidethe  animofity  of  party,  and  con- 
^ne  their  views  fingly  to  their  country,  that  he  knf w  that 
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while  this  government  rubfiiled  there  muft  be  different  par- 
ties, and  th  tt  the  minifter,  merely  becauTe  he  was  minifter, 
muft  be  oppofed.  That  he  did  not  wifh  it  otherwifc.  He 
was  afraid  fuch  oppofition  was  neccflary  to  fupply  the  want 
'  of  public  virtue  :  but  that  though  fuch  oppofition  was  to  be 
expevSed  in  the  on^inary  couffe  of  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings, there  were  fome  cafes  of  much  too  ferious  a  nature  to 
admit  of  it,  and  fuch  he  thought  the  prefent  cafe  to  be. 
Gov.  J^bn-  Governor  Johnjione.  The  fpeech  of  the  honourable  baro- 
•'*^*  .  net  who  fpoke  laft  is  very  much  like  that  we  have  juft  heard 
from  the  throne,  full  of  affumcd  falfe  fafts  and  general  un- 
difputed  axioms,  which  the  {^oplc  in  America  arc  as  ready 
to  clofc  with  as  theii:  adverfaries  on  this  fide.  As  for  ia- 
ftance,  the  honourable  gentleman  fays,  "  the  Americans  had 
fome  reafons  for  their  conduft  in  the  firft  of  thofe  difputes; 
but  now  they  have  refufed  their  juft  proportion  of  taxes,  by 
rejefting  Lord  North's  conciliatory  propofition  of  laft  year, 
and  refilling  the  conftitutional  authority  of  Parliament,  he  is 
ready  to  devote  them  to  dcftruftion."  Who  docs  not  fee  that 
the  whole  queftion,  even  according  to  this  honourable  gen- 
tleman, turns  upon^'w/?  proportion  and  conftitutional  autho- 
rity ?  Now  I  deny  that  the  people  of  America  have  ever  re- 
fufed to  contribute  theii"  juft  proportion,  when  called  upon  in 
a  conftitutional  way,  and  thofe  who  affert  the  contrary  ought 
to  prove  it.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  vindicates  die  fc- 
verity  of  his  conduft  againft  his  fellow  fubjefts  in  America, 
for  rejeding  the  propoiition  of  laft  year,  which  the  noble  Lord 
introduced  about  the  middle  of  the  feffion,  I  think  he  refts  on 
as  feA)le  ground  as  any  man  ever  Hood  on.  How  does  he 
vindicate  the  feverities  in  which  he  concurred  before  it  could 
be  known  whether  the  fubjefts  in  America  would  accede  to 
this  marvellous  indulgence  or  not  ?  His  mind  muft  have  been 
ftrangely  biaffed  to  the  noble  Lord,  if  this  could  turn  the 
fcalfe  of  his  reafon.  I  really  thought  this  foolifh  piece  of 
paper  had  been  fo  umverfally  condemned,  that  I  (hould  ne- 
ver again  have  heard  any  arguments  founded  on  fo  flimfy  a 
foundation.  The  purpofe  was  clearly  to  amufe  the  people  on 
this  fide  the  Atlantick,  and  to  divide  the  people  on  that. 
Having  failed  in  its  effeft,  I  underftood  from  many  friends^ 
of  government,  that  every  rational  argument  in  fupport  of 
the  propofition  had  Ixen  reprobated  :  for  what,  indeed,  can 
be  Inore  truly  ridiculous,  than  in  a  difpute  concerning  the 
power  of  taxation,  ferioufly  to  fay  to  a  fenfible  people,  we 
admit  there  arc  many  unanfwwable  reafons  why  this  affem- 
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bly  are  unfit  to  impofe  taxes  upon  you,  and  therefore,  if  yoa 
will  only  tax  yourielves  to  our  fatisfaftion,  we  will  forbear 
the  exercife  of  a  right  to  which  we  declare  by  the  propofition 
we  are  incompetent  :  but  lome  men  will  fay  the  Parliament 
can  judge  fuificiently  well  of  the  grofs  fum,  though  unfit  and 
uncapablc  of  determining  on  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be 
raifed.  Who  tliat  is  accuftomed  to  reafon  accurately,  does 
not  perceive  that  the  eftimate  of  fupply  muft  be  regulated 
from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  ways  and  means,  and  that 
they  are  united  in  common  fenfe, .  as  well  as  by  the  Engliili 
conftitution,  to  refide  in  the  fame  perfons.  But  the  honour-  - 
able  baronet  fox^ts  that  the  main  argument  which  drew  the 
conceflion  of  the  conciliatory  propofition  turns  on  this :  The 
Americans  have  no  reprcfentativcs  in  the  Britifh  Parliament ; 
they  have  not  the  fecurity  of  other  fubje£^s  refiding  in  Britain, 
who  may  not  be  rcprefented,  namely,  that  the  members  ia 
taxing  them  muft  tax  themfelves ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  the 
mtereft  of  every  member  to  lay  as  much  as  poflible  on  Ame- 
rica to  eafehimielf.  This  was  the  confideration  which  "  drew 
iron  tears  from  Pluto*s  cheek,*'  and  has  affe&ed  fo  many 
members  not  remarkably  tender  towards  the  feeling  of  their 
fcUow-crcature.  But  let  us  confider  if  this  irreliftible  ob- 
jection, as  it  has  been  called  by  one  of  the  friends,  of  admini- 
ftration,  againft  taxing  America  by  the  Britilh  Parliament, 
docs  not  equally  apply,  when  we  approve  of  the  fum  offered, 
and  tax  them  in  the  lump,  as  when  we  tax  them  by  detail. 

IJowcver,  Sif,  abfurd  as  this  appears,  it  is  not  my  capital 
objedion  to  riiat  mode  of  raifing  money,  nor  is  it  the  objec- 
tion of  the  Americans  ;  they  maintain  tlie  power  of  giving 
and  granting  their  own  money  by  their  own  free  and  volun- 
tary confcnt,  is  the  only  fecurity  they- can  retain  for  the  juft 
adminiftration  of  government,  at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the 
feat  of  empire.  That  it  is  the  main  fpring  in  their  feveral 
cftablilhments  upon  which  the  meeting  and  power  of  their 
feveral  aflemblies  depend,  from  whence  the  fingular  profpe- 
rity  of  the  Britifli  colonies,  above  all  others  on  the  face  of 
the  earth,  have  flowed.  They  admit  you  have  the  power  of 
iimitting  the  m^ans,  by  which  they  may  acquire  property, 
but  they  deny  you  the  power  of  difpofitig  of  this  property 
after  it  is  fo  acquired.  Thus  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech  the 
fame  general  undefined  axioms  prevail.  **  To  be  a  fubjeft 
of  Great  Britain,  with  all  its  confequences,  is  to  be  the  freeft 
monber  of  any  civil  fociety  in  the  known  world."  All  Ame- 
rica with  one  voice  agree  in  this  truth  ;  theip  writings  and 
tl^eir  aflions  proclaim  their  belief :.  but  they  maintain,  as  I 
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aflcrt  in  their  behalf,  that  one  of  the  unalienable  confequcnce* 
of  that  fituation,  is  the  giving  and  granting  of  aids  for  the 
fupport  of  govcrnnicnt,  according  to  the  exigency  that  fhall 
appear  to  their  own  underftandmg  :  and  that  to  tax  them  in 
an  aiTembly  where  rfiey  have  no  reprefentatives,  and  by  men 
who  have  no  intereft  in  the  fubfidv  they  impofc,  is  contrary. 
to  the  fpirit  of  tlie  Britiih  conftitution,  and  in  its  confe- 
Guences  muft  deprive  them  of  all  the  cffential  rights  of  a 
Britiih  fubjeft.     Another  effential  right  of  a  Britiih  fubjeft 
is  trial  by  jury  ;  has  not  this  been  abrogated  in  many  cafes 
by  the  late  aas  of  Parl'ament,  and  totally  deftroywl  in  all 
avil  caufes  in  the  extenfive  province  of  Quebeck  ?  The  writ 
of  Jxibeas  corpus  is  another  eiTential  right  of  a  Britiih  fub- 
jeft  ;  has  not  this  alfo  been  done  away  ?  I  forbear  to  enume- 
rate the  other  opprei&ve  proceedings,  contrary  to  the  whole 
tenor  of  our  government,  diflblving  of  charters  virithout  evi- 
dence, trial,  or  forfeiture  ;  laws  to  deny  the  natural  gifts  of 
the  elements,  confounding  the  innocent  with  the  ^[uilty  ;  be- 
caufe  when  once  the  three  great  pillars  of  the  Britiih  confti- 
^    tution  are  removed,  taxing  without  reprefentatives,  trial  with- 
out jury,  imprifonment  without  relief  by  writ  of  habeas  cor-^ 
pusj  the  whole  muit  neceiTarily  fall  into  confiifion,  and  the 
Ttft  is  not  worth  contending  for.    The  people  in  America 
wifely  forefec  the  fupprelfion  of  all  their  rights,  in  the  train 
of  thofe  iniquitous  innovations.     They  perceive  tliat  every- 
thing which  is  dear  to  a  freeman  is  at  ftake,  and  they  are 
willing,  as  becomes  the  children  of  their  anceftors,  to  put  all 
to  the   rifque,   and   facrifice  their  lives  and  fortunes,   rather 
than  give  up  the  liberty  of  a  fubjeft  of  Great  Britain,  with  all 
its  confiqumces.     The  honourable  baronet  has  Concluded  his 
fpcech  with  another  rcafon  for  inducing  us  to  join  in  the  co- 
ercive meal'ures  propofcd  by  the  addrefs,  which  is  flill  more 
extraordinary,  faying,  "  Whether  we  fucceed  or  not  may  be 
uncertain ;  but  if  we  fail,  we  ihall  even  then  be  no  worfc  thma 
we  were.'*     Thefe  are  the  very  words  of  the  noble  Lord  oa 
the  treafury  bench  lail  year.     I  am  perfuaded  the  worthy  ba- 
ronet has  words  of  his  own  fo  much  at  will,  that  he  borrows 
from  no  man  ;  but  I  am  more  furprifed  he  can  fan&ify  fuch 
opinions  by  his  voice.     If  America  is  forced  to  invite  foreign 
powers  to  marc  in  her  commerce  ;  if  ihe  is  drove  to  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  following  the  example  of  Holland  and  Switzerland  • 
if  our  armies  are  deftroyed,   our  fleets  wrecked,  our  treafurea 
wailed,  our  reputation  for  juilice  and  humanity  loil,  oar  ie- 
nates  corrupted  by  tlie  emoluments  which  muu  fall  to  indi- 
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yiduals,  in  the  profbcution  of  fo  expenfiv?*  a  war,,  and  four 
ihiiiings  land-tax  entailed  on  us  for  ever,  will  the  honoura* 
ble  gen^eman  lay  we  arc  only  where  we  were  ?  Wh^^t  objefts 
caa  call  the  attention  of  the  noufe  in  a  ftronger  degree  tli:in 
thofe  I  have,  erxnmeratcd  ?  and  yet  they  are  all  involved  in 
the  ijn^l^on  now  before  you,  if  you  rcjeft  the  amendment 
propofcd,     I  lay,  it  is  unfair  in  adminiftration,  and  an  af- 
front to  every  individual  member  of  the  Houle,  to  call  up- 
on them  wiUiont  any  information  laid  on  your  table,  with- 
out evidence  brought  to  your  bar,  delUtute  of  every  ma  e- 
rial  by  ivhich  a  rational  creature  can  reiolve,  to  require  hv 
Ihould  give  his  unlimited  ianSion  to  meafures  of  fuch  mo- 
ment, OQ  the  very  firft  day  (perhaps)  of  his  arrival  in  town. 
The  reafbn  is  obvious  to  me.   The  minifter  clearly  perceives, 
if  men  were  acquainted  w^ith  the  real  ftate  of  things  in  Ame^ 
rica  ;  if  they  h^d  time  to  apquire  information,  to  reafon  ani 
rciieA,  th^t  all  men  of  generous  feelings  would  leave  him,  anc{ 
'  even  his  moil  delperate  foUowers  might  be  fhaken  :  men  are 
i    to  be  brought  to  this  black  bulinefs  hood-winked ;  they  are  to 
\  tc  drawn  in  by  degrees,  till  they  cannot  retreat.   On  the  one 
fcand,  a  dutiful  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  full  of  thpfe  general 
aiTorances  of  loyalty  and  rcfpeft  becoming  fubjefts  to  the  tirft 
magi&rate,  is  offered  to  your  determination  :  on  the  other, 
a  bafty   approbation  of  meafures  you  have  had  no  time  to 
confider,  from  men  you  have  every  rekfon  to  fufpcft,  lies  be- 
rbre  you*     Is  there  a  man  who  feels  tlie  dignity  of  his  fitua- 
tlon,  that  can  heiitate  in  his  choice  upon  fuch  an  alternative  ? 
I  fhall  now  expofe  to  the  Houfe  the  falfe  fafts  which  are 
iflumed  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  as  compolcd  by  the  minifter. 
Hr^,  the  minifter  tells  you  he  has  called  you  early  together. 
This  I  deiiy.   The  commencement  of  open  hoftilities  was  in 
.Ipril,  the  battle  of  Bunker's-hiU  in  June,  and  the  petition 
from  the  congrefs  in  July  ;  they  feverally  arrived  in  England 
Kithin  five  or  ftx  greeks  after  the  events.    Now  I  maintain,  as 
a  member  of  Parliament  intrufted  with  a  voice  in  the  fupreme 
aatliority  of  the  empire,  that  I  am  called  late  to  deliberate 
In  the  ]i2|.tiooal  cQnncU  on  fuch  great  events.     The  next  no- 
tariotts  untruth  is,  tliat  the  Americans  are  collefling  a  naval 
fofoe.     The  third  affcrtion,   that  the  Americans  meant  only 
10   amuie    by  v^gu^  exjpreflions  of  attachment  to  the   pa- 
rent fi^e,  is  equ^ily  injurious  to  their  honour  and  to  trutli. 
Tbis  can  only  be  inferted  as  ^  excul'e  for  the  bad  conduft  of 
adminiftration  and  their  ill  fuccefs.     The  Americans  told  you 
ia  language  the  luoit  direct  and  iimpic,  again  and  again  re- 
Vpj-IlJ.  D  vieated, 
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pcatcdj  that  they  would  refift  to  the  laft  appeal  thofc  arbitrary 
innovations  :  but  you  affefted  not  to  believe  them ;  never- 
thelefs,  I  maintain,  the  armaments  were  calculated  to  refift 
men  in  arms,  and  the  infuiBciency  arofe  from  a  total  igno- 
rance of  the  force,  charafter  and  difpofitions  of  the  people  in 
America,  as  well  as  a  mifconception  upon  the  effeft  the  fe- 
veral  reftraining  bills  paflTed  laft  feffions  would  produce  :  in 
Ihort,  from  a  perfeft  ignorance  of  the  operations  of  cruelty  and 
oppreflion  on  high  minded  men,  afting  under  the  fpirit  of  free- 
dom. All  their  knowledge  feems  to  have  been  drawn  from  one 
fource,  that  of  Governor  Hutchinfon.     The  civil  war  now 
raging  in  America  feems,  ftep  by  ftep,  to  have  been  carried 
on  by  his  advice.     Whoever  reads  his  letters,  lately  publifli- 
ed  in  America,  fees  every  meafure  purfued  by  admmiftration 
to  have  been  antecedently  pointed  out  by  this  gentleman  in 
his  confidential  correfpondence,    until    his    fentiments  feem 
diftated  at  laft  more  by  revenge  and  dlfappointment  than  any 
^     other  principle  :  what  confidence  fhould  be  plactd  in  the  ad- 
vice of  a  man  who  has  declared  in  the  cool  moments  of  com- 
mitting his  refleftions  to  paper,  that  everyMachiavclian  policy 
is  now  to  be  vindicated  towards  the  people  in  America  ?  I 
am  here  fuppofing  the  letters  ih  my  hand  to  be  genuine,  and 
there  is  little  reafon  to  doubt  their  authenticity,  as  they  re- 
main uncontradifVed.     It  matters  not  to  me,  as  a  judge,  how 
they  were  procured.     The  only  queftion  refpefting.  my  opi- 
nion on  tlie  conduft  of  Mr.  Hutchinfon  at  prefent  is,  are  the 
letters  genuine  or  not  ?  For  in  this  I  always  differed  from  the 
lords  of  the  council,  who  determined  on  the  complaint  of  the 
province  of  New  England  againft  Governer  Hutchinfon,  on 
the  former  letters  they  difcovered.     The  Lords  of  the  Coun- 
cil laid  th6  whole  ftrefs  on  the  manner  in  which  the  letters  had 
been  obtained.     No  man  could  admire  the  abilities  of  the 
advocate  more  than  I  did  on  that  occafion  ;  it  was  his  hufi- 
ncfs  to  inflame  the  paiffions,  to  cover  the  turpitude  of  Go- 
vernor Hutchinfon's  conduft,  under  crimes  of  a  greater  dye  : 
but  it  was  Ibaraeful  in  the  judges  to  be  led  away,  it  was  un- 
worthy the  difcrimination  fo  neceflfary  to  that  character,  to 
mingle  the  manner  of  obtaining  the  letters  with  the  faft  they 
were  brought  to  prove.  ^  I  fliall  fuppofe  the  letters  had  been 
obtained  as  infamoufly  as  the  Eliay  on  Woman,  and  more 
infamoufly  it  is  impoffible  ;   yet  my  judgment   on  the  con- 
duft  of  a  governor  writing  to  men  in  high  authority,  on 
the  political  affairs  of  his  province,   and  concluding  as  his 
advice,  that  the  liberty  of  Britilh  fubjefts  oiuft  be  abridged, 
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woald  not  have  been  altered  from  that  circumftance.  And 
here  I  muft  avow  my  fcntiments  as  freely  as  Governor 
Hutchinfon  has  communicated  his,  that  any  officer  in  go- 
vernment, much  lefs  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  cntrufted  with 
the  prefervation  of  the  rights  of  every  individual  in  his  pro-  . 
vince,  who  could  entertain  fuch  fentiments,  is  unfit  to  be 
employed  in  any  office,  civil  or  military,  after  a  faft  of  fo 
heinous  a  nature  againft  the  conftitution  being  fully  proved. 
I  am  confident  our  anceftors,  inftead  of  giving  fuch  a  man 
an  enormous  penfion,  would  have  infli&ed  the  punifhment 
he  defervcd,  which  I  think  fhould  have  been  an  addrefs  to 
the  crown,  that  he  might  never  more  have  been  employed 
in  .the  fervice  of  the  public. 

I  know  there  ai«e  many  men  high  in  favour  who  are  for 
abridging  the  liberties  of  the  people  in  the  colonies.  My 
fyftem,  on  the  contrary,  is  for  prcferving  them  facred  and- 
inviolate,  according  to  their  feveral  antient  inflitutions,  the 
variety  of  which  forms  the  harmony  and  beauty  of  the  whole. 
There  is  no  middle  kiftitution,  as  in  this  country,  to  bal-  . 
lance  between  the  people  and  the  crown  :  the  aiTemblies  are 
their  only  barrier  ;  they  are,  therefore,  the  favourite  infti- 
tucion  o/the  people ;  to  them  they  look  for  prote£^lon  againft 
tlie  exaftions,  oppreffions,  and  extortions  of  governors,  and 
are,  on  that  account,  cautious  and  jealous  of  any  infringement 
that  fhall  dimioiih  their  power.  The  honourable  gentleman 
who  feconded  this  addrefs  has  been  long  employed  as  his  Ma- 
jcfty's  reprefentative  in  the  colonies,  firft  in  Carolina,  and 
laftly  in  Jamaica  ;  every  thing  he  offers  to  this  Houfe  muft 
derive  great  weight  from  thele  circumftances  ;  his  abilities 
are  undifputed.     I  have  not  the  honour  of  knowing  him ;  but  * 

I  have  heaid  his  talents  univerfally  acknowledged.  Having 
been  on  the  fpot  in  fome  places,  it  muft  give  him  many  addi- 
tional aclvantages,  for  I  maintain  it  is  impoffible  for  any  man 
who  has  not  feen  with  his  own  eyes,  and  heard  witli  his  own 
ears,  to  know  equally  well  the  manners,  cuftoms,  dil'pofitions, 
and  other  circumftances  ncceffary  to  form  a  true  judgment  on 
the  prefent  conteft  with  the  colonies  :  but  it  is  alfo  neccffary 
to  know  fome  leadmg  circumftances  refpefting  the  perlbn  who 
offers  his  information  and  advice,  before  we  haftily  con- 
cur in  his  opinion.  The  honourable  gentleman  fays,  "  it  may 
appear  ftrangc,  that  he  who  has  grown  grey  in  the  fervice  of 
America,  fliould  now  appear  among  the  firft  to  propofe  thofe 
coercive  meafures,  which  by  fome  are  termed  cruel  and 
harfli,"  but  this  heexcufes  from  his  humanity  :  I  fay,  it  may 
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appear  ftrange  to  fome  who  are  not  acquainted  with  the  hif- 
tory  of  that  gentiertian's  adminiftration  fo»well  as  I,  that  he 
Ihould  take  this  forward  part.     But  here  I  premifc,  that  I  do 
not  enter  into  the  merit  of  the  difpute  which  that  gentleman 
had  with  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica,  becaufe  it  is  beyond  my 
prefent  an^ument ;  all  I  affert  is,  that  he  had  an  unfortunate 
difpute  With  that  body,  which  lafted  two  years  ;  that,  during 
.this  period  they  would  do  no  bufinefs  with  him,  or  raifc  any 
money  ;  that  he  dilfolved  the  affembly  more  dian  once,  and 
ftill  a  great  majority  were  found  aj^inft  his  meafures  ;  that 
he  was  at  Lift  recalled,  and  a  facceSbr  appointed,  who  can- 
. celled  his  proceedings,  upon  one  of  the  Ttio&  jtufortunate  re- 
prefentations  that  ever  attended  any  man  on  leaving  his  go- 
vernment ;  I  am,  therefore,  not  farprifed  that  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman  (hould  be  inimic^ble  to  American  affemblies, 
or  that  he  fliould  be  ready  to  Join  with  thofe  who  have  found 
cut  a  ftiorter  way  of  eovevmng  them,  than  by  tlie  general 
fcnfe  of  the  people,  feeing  they  are  To  troublefbme,  on  many 
OGcafioas,  to  die  repofe  of  a  governor, 
.  The  honourable  gentleman  iias  given  us  fome  account  of 
the  debilitated  ftate  of  men  in  the  other  provinces  he  had  the 
honour  to  command,  and  hinted  at  means  for  fubduing  their 
^     Ipirit,  in  a  manner  which  inclines  me  to  believe  he  has  ndt 
left  many^more  friends  behind  in  that  colony  than  in  Jamai- 
ca.    Adminiftration  has  been  fo  mcuch  mifled  by  thole  par- 
tial and  illiberal  accounts  of  men  in  the  gi^ofs,  that  I  dare 
fay  they  will  be  cautious  how  they  truft  to  ftich  intelligehce 
.  again.     Neither  my  reading  or  obfcrvation  give  me  leave  to 
think  the  people  in  Carolina  will  be  behind  any  of  the  cole*- 
-   nies,  in  fupporting  and  defending  rights  which  are  fo  cffen- 
tial  to  fecuring  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  them  as  Britilh 
fubjcSs.     The  honourable  gentleman  had  occafion  to  lead 
them  to  war  on  a  certain  occafion ;  I  wlih  he  would  tell  the 
Houfe  how  they  behaved.     If  fouthern  climates  has  fuch 
ftrange  effcfts  in  enervating  tlie  human  frame,  give  me  leave 
to  hope  at  leaft  tliat  the  honourable  gendeman  has  efcaped 
this  contagion.     The  other  fcheme  he  alludes  to,  of  calling 
forth  the  llavcs,  is  too  black  and  horrid  to  be  adopted  ;  nei- 
ther would  it  anlwer,  if  adminiftration  were  wicked  enough 
to  make  the  attempt :  die  ftate  of  flavery  cuts  off  all    the 
great  magnanimous  inventive  powers  of  the  human  mind,  but 
it  rather  ftrcgthens  fidelity'  and  attachment ;  the  Roman  hif- 
tory  fully  confirms  this :  amidft  the  multiplied  treachery  of 
friends  and  relations,  amidft  the  greateft  temptations,  du- 
ring the  corruptions  of  that  government,  the  llave  was  lel- 

dom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1775-  DEBATES.  ai 

dom  or  evcrXinfaltiiful  to  his  mafter.  The  principle  Ihw  in 
human  nature.  Wliere  mankind  are  deprived  of  the  means 
of  getting  fubfiftence,  ^here  they  are  accnftomed  to  lookn]^ 
to  anothei'  for  food,  rayment  and  proteSion,  they  inlenfibly 
forget  the  original  injury  they  fuftained,  and  become  attached 
to  their  mafter*  In  general,  I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that  mafters 
are  kind  to  their  flav^s.  It  is  not  he  who  ufes  the  fcourge  and 
tlie  whip,  ivhich  tlie  honourable  gentleman  has  mentioned,  that 
•is  the  firft  to  put  the  mulquet  on  his  fhoulders  in  iiich  glo- 
ridus  contefts  as  thtfe.  It  is  not  he  who  tortnrfes  and  frett 
his  fellow  creatures  ;  but  he  who  feels  that  univcrlal  benevo- 
lence which  extends  his*  affections  to  all  men  iti  their  fcvcral 
ftations  ;  who  feels  the  fpirit  of  equality,  who  knOvrs  the 
principles  of  liberty,  who  underftands  the  confequcncc  of 
tiiofe  rights,  without  which  we  arc  always  worfc  men  and 
Vo'rfe  fubjeC^s,  and  wh9is  wHling,  for  die  benefit  of  children 
•yet  unborn,  to  feal  the  truth  of  his  doftrine  with  hiis  Hood. 
It  is  not  to  men  of  this  temper  that  flaves  will  prove  tinfaitK- 
ful.  I  ftx^U  father  expcft  to  fee  them  ilock  round  his  ftan- 
dard,  though  I  admit  the  experiment  is  too  daiigerous  on 
either  fide*  I  fay  again,  the  whole  of  our  blunders,  Oppref-^ 
fions  and  miftakes  in  thefe  unfortunate  difputes,  have  ariiefi 
from  ignorance  in  the  firft  principles  of  government ;  grofi 
ignorance  in  the  fevcral  cOr^itutiohs  of  the  colonies  ;  igno- 
rance in  the  power  we  could  applv  to  fubdue  them,  and  ftill 
greater  ignorance  of  the  end  to  be  obtained  by  fnch  an  at- 
tempt. •To  each  of  tliofe  I  will  feverally  fpeak.  I  fay  it 
demohftrates  a  perfeft  ignorance  of  the  hiftory  of  civil  fi>- 
ciety,  to  aiTert  (which  is  the  eaptivatii^  argtnhent  uied  ia 
this  Houfe,  for  breaking  down  all  the  barriers  of  liberty  il^  ■ 
Amerixra)  that  two  indepefident  kgiilatures  eannot  exift  in 
the  fame  comniunity,  and  therefore  we  are  to  deftroy  the 
whole  fabrick  of  thofe  governments  which  have  fnbfiftcd  for 
fo  many  years.  Mankind  are  conftantiy  quoting  fome  trite 
maxim,  and  appealing  to  their  limited  theory  In  politicks^ 
while  they  rejeft  eftab^fliecl  fafts.  I  fay,  a  tree  government  - 
neceflarily  involves  many  claihing  jurifdiftions,  if  pufhed  to 
the  extreme.  I  maintain  this  i'pecies  of  go^^rnment  muft 
ever  depend  more  on  the  fpirit  of  frcetlom  that  firft  ^ftaUiih- 
ed  it,  tlian  on  all  the  parchment  you  can  cover  with  words*  I 
aver  that  in  the  molt  aftiVe  triumphtmt  common- weaitli  which 
ever  appeared  on  the  ftage  of  the  world,  two  diftinft  legiila- 
ci vc  authorities  did  aftuaUy  exift.  The  comttia  tribttta  and  the 
comilia  ccfitutiaia.  The  whok  governtncnt  of  Athens  would 
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appear  as  containing  fo  many 'ridiculous  paradoxes  to  thofc 
wife  politicians.  The  adual  ftate  of  Holland,  where  every 
town  is  a  diftind  government  within  itfelf.  The  deliberations 
of  the  States  General,  where  no  money  can  be  raifed  unlefs 
the  whole'  are  unanimous.  No  new  laws  made  or  any  old 
repealed  againft  one  dlffenting  voice  ;  all  thefe  would 
appear  impoiiible  to  fuch  politicians  who  are  ever  fuppofing 
mankind  ready  to  deftroy  themfelves  :  neverthelefs  the  fafts 
are  equally  certain.  If  the  bcft  parts  of  our  conftitution  were 
to  be  ftated  to  a  foreigner  ;  the  trial  by  Jury,  where  twelve 
men  muft  be  unanimous  in  their  opinion,  in  caufes  the  moft 
intricate  and  nice,  where  even  the  ableft  council  differ  in  opi- 
nion, he  would  be  led  to  imagine  juftice  might  ftandftill;  yet 
we  all  know  nothing  proves  lb  eafy  in  the  execution.  The 
danger  of  pufliing  Aings  to  extreme,  makes  the  good  fenfe  of 
men  prevail,  while  the  power  of  refifting  in  every  individual 
juryman,  prevents  prejudice  and  injuftice  from  trying  their 
ftrength  on  matters  that  are  not  tenable.  The  fprings  of  a 
free  government  are  not  obvious  to  every  underftanding,  while 
the  meaneft  foot  foldier  knows  all  the  powers  of  delpotifm. 
Here  the  fupremacy  of  the  magiftrate  folves  every  queftion. 
In  the,  fame  manner  the  advantages  derived  from  America,  in  . 
the  circle  of  commerce,  arc  not  fo  evident  to  a  vulgar  un- 
derftanding, as  fo  much  palpable  cafh  paid  into  die  Ex- 
chequer. For  this  reafon  I  am  ready  to  forgive  thofe 
who  differ  with  me  in  opinion,  concerning  this  Ameri- 
can conteft.  It  demands  a  proceft  of  reafoning  to  which 
common  underftandings  are  not  generally  accuftomed. 
I  ihould  not  be  furprifed  if  half  the  people  in  hlngland  ihould 
at  firft  join  againft  the  Americans  ;  national  prejudice,  pride, 
falfe  glory,  and  falfe  arithmetic,  all  contribute  to  deceive  them  ; 
but  that  any  man  aiTumtng  the  charafter  of  a  ftatefman,  (hould 
proceed  in  this  mad  carreer,  to  deftroy  in  a  few  years  that 
beautiful  fyftem  of  empire  our  anceftors  have  been  railing 
with  fo  much  pains  and  glory ;  firft  under  the  falfe  pretence,  of 
raifing  a  revenue,  and  next  under  a  more  falfe  pretence  that 
America  wifhes  to  throw  off  her  juft  dependence  on  Great-Bri- 
tain. This,  I  confefs,  does  Ibrprizeme.  For  this  reafon  my  in- 
dignation chiefly  rifes  againft  the  noble  Lord  on  the  floor  ; 
I  am  willing  to  acquit  all  his  colleagues  and  moft  of  his  {(A- 
lowers,  even  if  they  had  not  the  interefted  motives  of  places 
and  penfions  to  bias  their  judgment ;  but  that  the  noble 
Lord,  who  yearly  coniidcrs  die  riches  that  come  into  the 
public  treafury,.  who.  knows  and  can  trace  all  the  circuitous 
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channels  by  which   riches  flow  into  this  country,  that  he 
(hoiild  place  no  more  to  the  credit  of  America  than  the  paltry 
fum  collcftcd  by  his  infignificant  commiffioners,  and  endeavour 
to  miflead  others  by  fuch  aflertions.     This  indeed  is  beyond 
belief.    When  the  noble  Lord  is  pleafed  to  take  the  other  fide 
of  the  argument,  what  abundance  of  wealth  does  he  fome- 
timespour  forth  in  the  moft  copious  flow  of  eloquence.  When 
he  fiipports  this  rugged  coercive  fyftem,  how  he  labours  and 
fl^gs  nothing  but  founding  words  and  unmeaning*  phrafes. 
7T?e  dignity  of  Parliament  !  now  I  fay   this  is  beft  fupported 
by  humanity  and  juftice,  and  maintaining  the  freedom  of  the 
fubjeft.     The   fupremacy    of   the    legillative    authority    of 
Great-Britain !    this  I  call  unintelligible  jargon ;  inftead  of 
running  the  different  privileges  belonging  to  the  various  parts 
of  the   empire  into  one  common  mafs   of  power,   gentle- 
men Ihould  confider  that  the  very  firft  principles  of  good 
government    in   this   wide-extended    dominion,    Conlift    in 
jTub-dividing  the  empire  into  many  parts  and  giving  to  each 
indivi4ual  an  immediate   intereft,    that  the  community  to 
which  he  belongs  fhould  be  well  regulated.      This '  is   the 
principle  upon  which  our  anceftors  eftablilhed  thofe  different 
colonies  or  communities ;    this  is  the   principle  on  which 
tliey  have  flourilhed  fo  long  and  fo  prolperoufly ;  this  is  the 
principle  on  which  alone  they  can  be  well  governed  at  fuch 
a  diftance  from  the  feat  of  the  empire.     Yet  we  arc  breaking 
through  all  thofe  facred  maxims  of  our  forefathers,  and  giving 
the  alarm  to  every  wife  man  on  the  continent  of  America, 
that  all  his  rights  depend  on  the  will  of  men  whofe  corrup- 
tions are  notorious,  'who  regard  him  as  an  enemy,  and  who 
have  no  intereft  in  his  profperity,    and  feci  no  controul  from 
him  as  a  conftituent.     The  moft  learned  writer  on  govern- 
ment has  defined  civil  arid  political  liberty  to  confift  in  a  per- 
feft   fecurity  as  to  a  man's  rights ;  after  the  aSs'  of  Par- 
liament of  laft  year,  can  any  man  on  the  great  continent 
of  America  fay  that  he  feels  that  fecurity  ?  Could  any  thing 
le{s    than  a  dread  of  lofing  every  eflential  privilege,  have 
united  a  people  fo  divided  in  cuftom*?,  manners,  climate,  and 
communications  ? '  Could  any  thing  lefs  than  an  entire  want 
of  policy,  a  fpecies  of  political  phrenzy  here,  have  produced 
this   wonderful  effeft  ?   You  blame   the  Americans,  but  do    ^ 
not  confider  tlie  next  ftep. which    your  conduft  neceffarily 
drives   them  to.     You  anert  they  aim  at  independency ;  I 
affert  they  wifh  for  nothing  more  than  a  conftitutional  de- 
pendence on  Gr(>at-Britain,  according  as  they  have  fubfifted 
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'  from  their  iirft  eftablifhments,  and  accprcTing  as  Irelaad  de-r 
pends  on  tho  Britifh  legiilature  at  this  piQinent.  Caa 
any  man  who  knows  the  power  of  the  crown  ii^  the  Icgiflative 
wd  executive  parts  of  our  colony  government,  who  under- 

•  ftands  the  force  of  the  feveral  ^fts  of  navigation,  who 
knows  the  incitements  and  attachments  by  the  education  of 
youth  in  tliis  country,  who  knovjfs  what  wouW  be  the  efFeft^ 
^  mixing  the  colonifts  in  our  fleets  and  armies,  and  every 
other  office  in  our  government;  who  confidef"s  the  effefts 
^f  appeals  in  the  lafl  refort  to  his  M^yefty  in  council ;  who 
knows  the  power  of  his  Majefty  in  annulling  laws  made  in 
tl^e  colonies  within  direc  years ;  who  perceives  the  advan- 
tages that  every  part  of  the  empire  derives  from  the  profpe-r 
rity  of  the  other ;  who  is  tliere,  I  fay,-  capable  of  digcft- 
ing  thofe  thoughts,  and  can  entertain  the  ignoble  jealoufie^ 
daily  expreffed  againft  the  Americans,  or  fliow  any  motive 
why  the  people  in  America  fhould  break  the  bond  of  union 
with  this  country  for  ages  yet  to  come,  unlel's  driven  to 
fhSt  extremity  by  following  Mr.  Hutchinfon's  advice  in 
abridging  their  liherticsy  which  is  as  much  a  part  of  their  birth- 
right as  of  any  man  living  and  born  in  England,  The  nature 
of  government  will  not  allow  us  to  define  what  are  th^ 
precil'e  points  where  rejijlance  may  be  made  to  die  governing 

'  powers  ;  but  will  any  man  conclude  from  theni:c  that  afts 
of  King,  Lords  and  Commons  ought  not  to  be  rcfifled,  if 
they  fhould  fap  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  conftitution  ? 
Nothing  but  the  general  feeling  of  the  cqmmunity  can  de- 
termine the  point ;  and  >vas  ever  the  feme  of  a  people  fo 
unanimous  on  any  fubje£):  ?  I  declare,  upon  my  honour,  J 
have  not  converted  with  one  man  from  An^erica  (and  I  have 
chiefly  fought  out  the  friends  of  Adminifiration)  who  have 
not  univerfally  agreed,'  that  all  America  i$  unanimous  in  re- 
fifling  the  power  of  taxing  them  by  the  Britifh  Parliament 
where  they  have  no  reprefentatives ;  that  they  will  never 
yield  this  point ;  that  in  cife  they  were  made  eafy  on  this 
point,  and  fecure  as  to  their  charters,  on  which  th^ir  property 
depends,  thry  would  imipediafcely  return  to  their  duty  and 
obedience.  Tlus  I  aver  to  be  the  univerfal  report^ and  opi- 
nion of  all  men  with  whom  I  have  converfed  from  America. 
If  any  one  difputes  the  truth  of  my  alTertions,  I  now  defy 
)iim  to  bring  any  evidence  to  contraidi&  pie^  ai^d  I  now  unr 
dertake  to  bring  men  of  the  beft  charafters  in  fupport  of 
what  I  aver.  But  refpeftii^  general  opimon,  I  itill  gp 
further ;  I  maintain  that  the  ienfe  of  the  beft  and  yf\&&  mca 
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in  this  country,  are  on  the  fide  of  the  Americans  ;  that  diree 
to  one  in  Ireland  are  on  their  fide  ;  that  the  foldiers  and 
I'ailors  feel  an  unwillingnefs  to'the  fervice  ;  tliat  you  never 
will  find  the  fame  exertions  of  fpirit  in  this  as  in  other  wars. 
I  ipeak  it  to  the  credit  of  the  fleet  and  army ;  they  do  not . 
like  to  butcher  men  whom  the  greateft  chara£lers  in  this 
country  confider  as  -contending  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  pre- 
ferving  thofe  inftitutions  which  are  neceifary  to  the  happi- 
nefs,  fecurity.  and  elevation  of  the  human  mind.  I  am  well 
informed,  that  four  field  officers,  in  the  four  regiments  now' 

foing  from  Ireland,  have  defired  leave  to  retire  or  fell  out. 
do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  the  foldiers  or  failors  in  America 
have  Ihown  any  figns  of  cowardice,  this  is  below  their  fpirit  ; 
I  only  afiert  they  in  general  proclaim  it  a  difagreeable  fer- 
vice ;  moft  of  the  army  feel  it  as  fuch  ;  that  numbers  have 
not  deferted  is  owing  to  their  fituation.  X^ere  is  a  wide 
diflFerence  between  the  Englilh  officer  or  fbldier  who  barely 
does  his  duty,  and  the  general  exertions  of  the  New  Eng« 
land  army,  where  every  man  is  thinking  what  further  fervice 
he  can  perform  ;  where  every  'foldier  is  a  Scxvola.  To  a 
mind  who  loves  to  contemplate  the  glorious  fpirit  of  freedom, 
no  fpe£tacle  can  be  more  affecting  than  the  adion  at  Bunker^s 
hilL  To  fee  an  irregular  peafantry  commanded  by  a  phyfician : 
inferior  in  number  :  oppofed  by  every  circumflance  of  cannon 
and  bombs  that  could  terrify  tmiid  minds,  calmly  waiting  the 
attack  of  the  gallant  Howe,  leading  on  the  beil  troops  in 
the  world,  with  an  excelleot  train  of  artillery,  and  twice 
repulfing  thofe  very  troops  who  had  often  chaced  the  chofen  , 
batallions  of  France,  and  at  lafl  retiring  for  want  of  ammu- 
nition, but  in  fo  refpeftable  a  manner,  that  they  were  not 
even  purfued*  Who  can  refieA  on  fuch  fcenes  and  not  adore 
the  conftitution  of  government  which  could  breed  fuch  men  ! 
Who  will  not  paufe  and  examine,  before  he  deftroys  inftitu- 
tions that  have  reared  fuch  elevated  fpirits  !  Who  is  there 
that  can  difhiils  all  doubts  on  the  juftice  of  a  caufe  which 
can  infpire  fuch  confcious  reftitude  }  The  condu£t  of  the 
people  of  New  England  for  wifdom,  courage,  temperance, 
fortitude,  and  all  thofe  qualities  that  can  command  the  ad^ 
miration  of  noble  minds,  is  not  furpaffed  in  the  hiftory  of 
any  nation  under  the  fun.  Inftead  of  wrecking  our  ven- 
geance a^inft  that  colony,  their  heroifm  alone  mould  plead 
their  forgivenefs.  What  my  worthy  friend*  laid  laft  year  of 
Vol.  III.  E,  their 
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tWirinduftry,  may  now  be  applied  tci  their  warlijcc  atehievcr 
m«iits«  Coilfider  tlie  power  of  fuch  materials  in  the  hands 
of  a  minifter  who  knew  how  to  encourage  their  induftry, 
and  apply  their  courage  to  the  purpofes  of  national  defence  : 
but  all  the  fecjret  of  our  colpny  government  is  now  reduced 
to  mere  force,  the  baneful  engine  of  deftruftive  defpotifm  ; 
nevcrthelefs  it  is  with  pleafure  I  patceive  the.  force  of  this 
country,  when  wielded  in  fuch  a  caufe,  is  totally  inadequate  ;_ 
your  own  army  is  not  fuificient ;  your  illegal  application  for 
foreign  mercenaries  at  the  beginning  of  the  contoft,  fuificiemly 
ik^ws  your  weaknefs ;  your  navy  is  equally  incapable  of 
€ffe£lin^  the  purpofes  which  are  expe£l^  from  it.  It  naay 
ruin  their  foreign  trade;  it  niay  deftioy  ibme  of  their  towns 
(though  that  is  doubtfid)  but  the  lyii^  in  their  rivers,  as 
fome  fuppofe,  without  a  foperior  military  force  to'protcft 
'  them  on  ihore ;  I  fay  as  a  fea  officer,  if  the  war  is  thorouffhly 
kindled,  the  thing  is  impoffible.  We  are  apt  to  judge  from 
what  happened  at  Qucbcck,  where  the  French,  never  re- 
markable for  naval  enterprize,  though  naturally  brave,  quitted 
their  fire  raft,  and. left  it  to  the  chance  of  tlieftream,  or  to 
be  towed  off  by  boats  ;  but  this  I  maintain,  that  any  fleet 
lying  in  a  river  where  they  cannot  conunand  the  Chore,  that 
fuch  fleet  is  liable  to  be  burnt  if  the  people  are  willing  in  - 
that  enterprize  to  run  the  fame  riique  of  life  and  danger 
to  which  the  crew  of  the  fhips  are  expo^,  I  mean  by 
flicking  by  thefire-  veHel  whatever  fhe  may  be,  till  with  wind 
and  flream  they  lay  the  enemy  a  thawrt  haufe ;  and  whq 
can  doubt  that  the  people  in  America  are  capable  of  fuch 
exefitions  of  courage  when  we  fee  them  rcfufe  quarter,  when 
we  find  them  devoting  themfelves  to  death  with  fuch  enthu- 
fiafm.  Another  circumftance  refpeding  fhips  is  not  gene- 
pMy  known.  The  wonders  they  have  hitherto  perfocmed  has 
been  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  engineer^  i^  placing  their 
batteries  ;  but  I  am  afraid  the  fecret  is  now  out  as  to  their 
power  againfl  the  fhore,  widiout  a  military  force  to  alfift 
them  ;  a-fingte  gun  in  a  retired  fituation,  or  on  an  eminence, 
or  afingle  howitzer,  will  diflodge  a  firfl  rate  man.  of  war,  and 
may  burn  her,  to  add  to  diedifgrace.  I  fpeak  this  publickjly, 
that  yoi;i  may  not  expert  more  from,  the  fca  fervke  than  it 
is  capable  to  perfooa.  Ruin  tkein  trade  you  certainly  may, 
but.  ait  an  expeoce  as  ruinous  toi^is  country.  H^^  any  o£ 
the  minifbry  confidered  the  immenfe.  expence  of  fuch  naval 
armaments  on  the  coafl  oif  Americ-a,  in  tranfporu  and  fliips 
o£  war  ?  Have  we^  calculated  the  chance  of  deftmftioft  by 
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thofe  horrid  ftreams  of  wind  peculiar  to  that  coaft,  that  fbme* 
times  Iwcep  all  before  them  ?  Where  are  the  refources  on 
wliich  this  country  can  depend  in  cafe  our  empire  in  America 
is  loft  ?  I  do  not  fay  you  will  feel  the  difadvantage  immediate* 
ly,  I  know  the  various  channels  to  whidi  commerce  and  induf- 
try  may  divert  their  ftreams  ;  I  am  alfo  certain  that  the 
wants  -of  America  muft  be  fupplied  in  fome  way  or  other 
with  certain  goods  from  Great  Britain ;  I  further  know,  that  a 
natson^  can  only  trade  to  the  extent  of  its  capital,  and  in  calc 
one  vent  is  cut  off,  it  will  probably  find  another,  while  its  ma-* 
nufa&ures  are  cheaper  and  better  than  thofe  of  other  na-* 
tions.  I  believe  fuch  to  be  the  cafe  with  many  branches  of 
our  manuf^fture  at  prefent^  but  is  it  poilihle  it  can  long  con- 
tinue }  Moft  not  the  fame  laws  of  nature  follow  this  com- 
mercial country  tliat  has  affefted  Venice  and  Genoa,  the  ^ 
Hans  Towns  and  other  commercial  ftatss  i  The  acquirement 
of  wealth  muft  produce  dearnefs  in  living  ;  dearnefs  of  living 
muft  produce  dearnefs  of  labour ;  dearnefs  of  labour  muit 
produce  dearnefs  of  manufa£tures  ;  dearnefs  of  manufaftures 
muft  condufi  trade  to  fome  place  where  cheapnefs  of  liv- 
ing will  give  the  preference  in  the  markets.  Thus  th^  . 
circle  of  commerce  has  hitherto  run  :  but  the  fettlement 
of  North  America  under  the  old  eftabliftlment,  feemed  to 
defy  the  powers  of  thofe  fleeting  principles.  America  was 
bound  to  take  your  manufa&ures  only  to  what  ever  price  they 
might  rife  ;  you  were  bound  to  take  moft  of  her  raw  n>ate- 
rials  and  to  give  her  commerce  proteftion  ;  a  compleat  fy- 
ftem  in  the  exchange  of  all  ♦commodities  was  eftabliftied 
within  your  own  dominion,  which  might  laft  beyond  the 
views  of  human  calculation,  if  properly  condu£ted.  This 
is  "the great  purpofe  to  which  Llook  up  to  America  as  a  na- 
val and  as  a  commercial  power  ;  how  often  have  I  indulged 
myfelf  in  thefe  thoughts,  unable  to  fee  the  end  of  out 
glory  from  the  fame  caufes  which  have  deftroyed  other  ftates, 
little  dreaming  that  one  infatuated  minifter  could  tempt,  fe- 
duce,  and  perftiade  a  whole  nation  to  cut  the  ftrings  of  fuch 
fianDony,  An  honourable  gentleman  who  opened  the  de- 
bate, has  remarked  how  we  recovered  from  the  interruptions 
of  oui:  commence  during  the  laft  war.  The  honourable  gen- 
tleman fon^gets  that  we  had  the  free  and  interrupted  refources 
of  America  during  the  laft  war  ;  that  in  feizing^  the  flups 
of  our  enemies  we  added  to  the  n^onal  wealth  and  increaied 
ourowo  coomierce  ;  the  progrefs  was  double,  here  it  runs  in 
aa  iAverfe  proportion,  no  mail  knows  the  final  effeds  as  yet ; 
like  tkie  burfting  of  a  burning  mountain^  it  is  {port  and  play  to 
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the  diftant  fpeftators  who    think   themfelvcs   fafe,  but    the 
eruption  may  fprcad  to  cover  this  city  in  ruin, 

I  come  now  to  confider  the  confequence  of  all  thofe  mea- 
fures  fuppoling  we  fhould  fucceed.  If  national  ftrength  is 
to  be  calculated  from  the  fitnefs  of  every  part  to  preferve  and 
improve  the  advantages  of  their  conftitution  and  to  fupport 
their  country  in  purfuit  of  its  objefts.  If  inftitutions  that 
fecure  property  and  prevent  oppreffion,  encourage  the 
fettlement  of  families,  and  facilitate  the  rearing  of  chil- 
dren, are  the  moft  favourable  to  mankind  and  therefore  to 
be  protefted  and  preferred,  as  the  beft  writer  on  government 
has  afferted,  furely  the  eftablilhments  of  the  Englifti  colo- 
nies, as  excelling  all  others  which  have  appeared  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  world,  defervc  to  be  revered  in  diis  relpeft.  But 
a  fuccefs  in  the  prefcnt  war  after  deftroying  all  the  principles 
which  have  produced  thofe  glorious  efFefts  in  civil  fociety, 
muft  leave  the  country  defolate,  muft  ipread  through  that 
wide  dominion,  forfeitures,  executions,  change  of  property , 
military  oppreffion,  and  every  mifery  that  can  engender  ha- 
tred and  diftraft  mankind.  But  thefe  are  but  temporary 
evils,  in  comparifon  to  the  laft  dreadful  cataftrophe.  It  muft 
cftablifh  a  militar^  delpotifm  in  the  colonies,  which  the  re- 
venues of  an  oppreffed  people  never  can  pay.  An  army  that 
the  men  of  this  country  can  never  fupply,  whicli  therefore 
foreign  mercenaries  muft  fill,  and  all  this  with  additional 
powers  in  the  crown,  that  muft  end  in  the  fubveHion  of  the 
conftitution.  I  make  no  doubt  many  men  labour  in  the 
fupport  of  this  bufinefs,  purpofely  to  eflfeft  that  end.  The 
contentions  in  a  free  government  do  not  accord  with  their 
feeble,  corrupt,  luxurious  difpofitions.  That  the  fpirit  of 
the  people  mould  fo  long  lie  deceived  by  their  arts  and 
management,  is  to  me  aftonifhing.  I  Ihall  wait  patient- 
ly fome  farther  calamity,  for  no^  reafoning  on  the  certain 
progrefs  of  things  in  a  growing  empire  can  afFeft  their  nar- 
row minds.  That  thi$  may  foon  happen  in  a  fmall  degree, 
as  the  only  means  of  faving  the  diffolution  o^  the  whole,  I 
fincerely  wifli,  for  the  good  of  the  public ;  misfortunes  ii^ 
duly  watched  arc  oftentimes  as  profitable  to  an  unfeeling 
multitude  as  they  are  ufeful  to  private  individuals.  But  let 
thofe  who  now  encourage  meafures  that  muft  inevitably  end 
in  fuch  dreadful  calamities,  beware  of  the  turn  of  the  tide. 
Let  them  look  into  hiftory,  and  remember  the  fate  of  cruel, 
oppreffive  and  arrogant  ftateftnen.  Let  even  kin^s  attend  to 
the  examples  which  hiftory  prefents  on  this  fubjeft— but  I 
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blame  not  them  ;  it  is  unnattiral  for  beings,  with  human 
paffions,  placed  in  fuch  high  lituations,  mixing  little  with 
men,  and  generally  deceived,  to  bear  contradiction  to  their 
will,  and  oppofition  even  to  their  arms,  \vith  any,  degree  of 
patience:  irritation  and  refentment  muft  be  the  confequcnces ;  i 

encroachments  on  their  part  often  proceed  from  a  conlcious 
reftitude  of  their  own  intentions  :  but  the  peoj^le  I  do 
blame  is  the  members  of  this  Houfe,  placed  as  the  guardians 
of  the  people's  rights  and  privileges,  daily  facrificing  them  to 
ibme  interefted  motive.  Let  any  one  confider  all  the  na- 
tional advantages  that  can  be  drawn  from  cojonies,  and 
alk  his  own  heart,  if  we  have  not  hitherto  drawn,  and  may 
not  in  time  to  come  draw  all  thefe  from  the  antient  confti-* 
tution.  To  what  motive  then  can  thefe  innovations  be  iui-t 
puted  ?  I  have  fhewed  you  the  bad  confequences  in  proceed- 
ing, Ihew  me  the  good  you  propofe  from  flaughter  and  de- 
vaftation  ;  that  the  paymafter  of  the  forces  fhould  urge 
you, to  thofe  raeafures,  thait  the  treafurer  of  the  navy  fhould 
prefs  for  large  equipments ;  that  contraftors,  jobbers,  dealers 
in  fcrip,  and  all  tliofe  who  fatten  on  public  fupplies,  (hould 
-eagerly  .concur,  this  I  can  ca^ly  imagine  ;  but  that  a  landed 
gentleman  fhould  give  his  content  to  rulh  into  a  civil  war, 
tliat  mufl  entail  four  Ihillings  land-tax  on  his  eftate  for  ever, 
that  muft  drain  him  of  men  and  money,  and  all  the  reloaTcs 
of  naval  power,  to  proteft  his  country  againft  thofe  neighs 
bouring  powers  whQ  will,  in  all  human  probability,  attack 
him  when  defencclefs  and  exhaufted  ;  in  z.  conteft  that  muft 
xud,  on  whatever  alternative,  in  lowering  the  value  of  his 
eftate.  All  this  exhibits  a  degree  of  infatuation,  beyond  ex- 
ample in  my  little  reading,  and  can  only  be  accounted  for 
.from  the  revival  of  ignoble  party -diftinAions,  gratifying  re- 
ientments  at  the  expence  of  their  country.  Have  the  coun- 
try gentlemen  ever  confideredthe  expence  of  maintaining  a 
war  acrofe  the  Atlantick  f  Have  they  confidered  the  expences 
of  a  fleet  ?  Have  they  calculated  the  amount  of  tranlports  i 
Have  they  thought  of  feeding  an  army  witli  porter,  fheep, 
and  four-crout  acrofs  a  tempeftuous  ocean  ?  I  am  told  a  cu- 
rious Ipeftacle  of  fuch  management  has  lately  been  exhibited 
an  the  Downs,  where  floating  carcafes  of  dead  Ilieep  have 
marked  to  paffing  nations  the  folly  of  fuch  attempts.  The 
projeft  of  four^crout  has  indeed  one  circumftance  attending 
It  that  gives  me  pleafure— I  underftand  the  contraft  is  given 
to  one  of  the  worthieft  m^n  in  |the  community  ;  at  the 
iame  time  fuch  magazines  are  new  in  my  notions  of  war  ; 
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k  may  be  a  prdpcr  preparation  for  t  Ruffian  armY,  but  I  be- 
Ifcrc  EngUfli  foldicrs  will  hardly  be  delighted  with  fuch  gri- 
,  ping  food.     The  projed  of  calcining  ice  into  gun-powder  is 

ftot  more  truly  ridiculous  !  I  Ihall  fiq)pofe  then  for  a  moment^ 
Aat  war  with  America  is  really  neceflary  ;  yet  will  any  man 
aUedge,  after  fuch  grofs  mifmanagemtnt  in  every  part,  that 
'  thefe  are  the  proper  men  to  carry  it.  Has  Acre  been  con- 
fiftency  in  any  part  of  their  condnft  }  Has  one  fcheme  Aey 
have  offered  racceeded  i  Has  not  every  one  produced  a  coit-* 
trary  efFeft  ?  Have  they  not  been  told  fo  at  the  time  of  paf- 
fing  their  various  laws  ?  Have  they  been  checked  in  any  of 
iheir  intentions  ?  Has  any  uncommon  accident  of  wind  or 
treathcr  been  unfavourable  ?  Can  oar  affairs  be  poffibly  in  a 
worfefituation  ?  Do  they  ftate  any  lutional  plan. of  ways  smd 
m^ans,  by  which  we  are  Co  extricate.ourfclves }  If  after  an* 
fwering  all  thofe  queftions  in  the  fpirit  of  truth  and  jnftice, 
diis  Houfe  will  ftill  peHift  in  fiipporting  fbch  fteble  mimfters 
of  fo  mighty  an  empire,  I  muft  fubmit  to  a  majority,  but 
with  this  melancholy  confolation,  when  the  day  of  ,  tri* 
bulation  fhall  come,  that  at  leaft  my  feeble  endeavourr^  were 
not  wanting  to  prevent  the  itopendiog  mifchleft ;  nor  has  my 
voice  been  lent  on  any  occafion  in  fupport  of  oj^reffion. 
Other  gentlemen  of  a  contrary  opinion  to  me,  have  declare 
they  give  their  opinion  for  more  coercive  meafutes,  from 
motives  the  moft  pure  and  diiinterefted :  I  declare  I  give  my 
opinion  againft  them,  from  th^dncerefb- belief,  they  are  op^ 
preffive  and  unjuft.  I  am  now  at  an  age  when  my  charadet 
nnift  be  fWly  known.  A  eonduft  in  life  that  has  not  flat^ 
^red  the  paffions  of  men  muft  have  frequently  called  forth  the 
examination  of  many  with  keen  refentmcntfe  :  but  I  here  defy- 
any  man  to  fay  I  was  ever  a6tuated  by  interefted  modrea 
during  the  courfeof  my  life.  My  conduA  at  preient  is  in- 
fluenced from  a  confcicncious  belief,  that  the  greateft  good 
any  man  can  perform,  is  to  preferve  inftitutions  favourable 
to  the  freedom  of  mankind  ;  the  greateft  evil  they  can  coMi- 
nrit,  is  to  dcftroy  them.  In  that  belief  I  heartily  Vote  for  the 
amendment,  and  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power  oppofe  this  fan-- 
guinary  addrefs. 
Rt.  Hon.  Right  honourable  George  Ria  faid  generally,  that  the  coa- 
Cevrge  Rue^  ^^^^  of  America  was  a  popular  meagre  in  England.  " 
U.  Sunity^  Lord  Stanley^  faid,  he  rofe  in  the  naAne  of  the  ficehoUers 
of  Lancaihire,  to  avow  the  addrefTes  from  Manchefter,  &c. 
^Brhich  he  was  well  perfuadod  was  the  fenfe  of  the  freeholders 
at  large; 
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HonwfaUe  Tw^#  LnHnlLWm  ought  retfooably  f^PP^f^y^?^lJj^y 
tbat  the  miniftm  who  had  a  hand  in  ^bricating  this  volumi^'  i^trwa. 
nous  fpeechy  would  be  unpatient  to  obtain  our  approbaCMi; 
and  thanks  as  leprefeotiativeQ  of  the  community  in  general, 
in  the  name  o£  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  who  are  our 
adual  conftituents ;  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  America^ 
who^  as  they  tell  us,  are  our  virtual  conftituents. 

Thofe  eril  counfcUors  who  have  fo  long  poifoned  the  ear 
qf  the  Sovereign,  would  now  m^ke  ua  believe  they  havo 
perverted  his  principles  alfo ;  they  wifli  us  to  confider  tha 
ijpeedi  before  yoi|  as  conveying  his  Majefty's  own  fentiments 
aitd  refolves.  Sir,  we  know  that  to  be  impoffil^le.  Our 
King  is  too  humane,  and  befides,  too  well  acquaidted  with 
the  hiftory  of  this  country  and  it9  conftitution,  with  the  mer 
jnoirs  of  the  Stuart  race,  and  of  bia  own  illuftrious  houfe^ 
to  imbibe  the  defpotic  doArines  here  imputed  to  him.  His 
Majefty  knows,  that  whenever  either  of  the  three  eftatea  oS 
this  empire,  or  the  whole  in  confpiracy  together,  fliall  arro-« 
gate  power  to  which  tbey  are  incompetent,  fuch  as  infringe 
ing  the  original  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  in  any  pare 
of  the  Britiih  dominions,  it  is  the  exertion  of  fuch  power,^ 
not  tbe  refiftance  to  it,  which  conftitutes  rebellion.  If  thi« 
be  not  tbe  cafe,  the  glorious  Revolution  was,  above  all  rebel* 
Kons  upon  record,  the  mqft  atrocious. 

We  who  are  the  deputies  of  the  people,  alTembled  toge^* 
tber  from  tbe  diflFerent  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  of  tho 
kingdom,  ought  faithfully  to  import  to  his  Majcfty  the  real 
wiflies  and  dtfpofitions  (^  his  fubjeds.  As  the  firft  coun* 
fellors  of -the  crown,  it  is  our  peculiar  province  to  advifo 
and  6\rt&  his  Majefty  on  every  national  emergency  like  the 
prefent.  But^  Sir,  in  order  to  qualify  us  fo  to  do,  aflec«- 
tion  to  our  king,  obligation  to  our  coumtry,  and  fober  wif- 
dom,  all  combine  in  requiring  the  clofeft  and  moft  deliberate 
difcuffions,  and  the  deepeft  refearches,  into  the  true  bias  of 
the  times,  previous  ro  the  oflnsring  up^any  addrefs  to  die 
throne  whatever.  An  addreft  at  fuch  a  crifi^  as  this,  tipoa 
fuch  iaaportant  and  decifive  matters,  cannot  be  confidetedb 
as^a  merepoincof  etimtu^  or  p^ifenal  cootpliment  to  our 
Sovereign  ;  if  it  could,  there  is  not  7k-  ncoibet  of  this  Houfo 
would  be  more  forward  in  duty  and  obiequioufnefs  than  my- 
felf.  Aroi  we  not  totally  ignorant  of  the  real  ftate  of  Grtat ' 
Briuin  and. her  colonies?  Sir,  the  ienfe  of  thefiicietyae 
large  is  not  to  be  afcevtained  by  tho  ffgnature  of  a  fcore  of 
provincial  corporations,  under  corrupt  minifterial  influetioe; 
\t  is  not  to  be  afcertaincd  by  the  voice  of  repletion  and  ae- 
'        ^ velry,     . 
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.  velry,  by  a  few  miAaken  individuals,  brought  together  under 
the  hofpitable  roof  of  a  great  baron's  caflle.  Sir,  within 
thofe  battlements  Kings  are  not,  now-a-days,  made  or  on- 
node  ;||  it  is  not  to 'be  afcertained  by  the  cry  of  a  few  Tory 
joftice^,  duSile  magiftrates,  huddled  together  by  their  crea- 
tor, the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county,  to  approve^of  pro- 
fcrif^ions  and  proclamations,  devifed  in  councils  where  he 
bimfelf  takes  the  lead  as  prefident.*  Sir,  I  will  tell  the  no- 
ble Lord  who  fpoke  laft,f  that  if  the  ()eople  of  Lancafter, 
Liverpool,  and  Manchefter,  were  the  oracles  of  BritiOi  law 
and  policy,  the  electors  of  Hanover  had  (lever  fwayed  the 
imperial  fceptre  of  ^his  realm.  I  admire,  however,  the  fpi- 
rited  zeal  and  confiftency  of  the  addreffing  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  England  ;  I  admire  their  firm  reverence  for  the 
divine  authority  of  Kings,  their  defence  of  popery,  of  arbitrary 
government,  and  fword  law.  Tile  fame  political  tenets 
which  now  fill  the  heads  of|thefe  loyal  addreflers,  filled  alfo 
riie  heads  of  their  townfmen  in  forty-five  and  forty-fix* 
Thofe  heads,  which  being  impaled  over  Temple-bar  in  the 
laft  Whig  reign,  were  foon  after  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent,  when  a  mighty  Northern  Thane  came  into  office, 
taken  down  with  veneration,   an4  are  now,  'tis   faid,  en- 

/  fhrined  in  a  certain  interior  cabinet,  where  a  Right  Honoura-* 

able  houihold  officer  in  my  eye,  and  others  of  the  White 
Rofc  junto,  frequently  oflTer  upon  a  bended  kn  e  their  fe- 
cret  oraifon  and  incenfe.  Sir,  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft, 
and  the  Right  Honourable  member  who  delivered  his  fenti- 
ments  earlier  in  the  debate,  have  aflured  you,J  that  the 
fenfe  of  this  country  is  againft  the  Americans.     I  am  con- 

,  fident,  as  well  from  the  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure from  a  multitude  of  perfons  widely  different  in  ftation 
and  defcription,  as  by  my  own  remarks  in  the  progrefs  of 
many  a  journey  through  the  interior  of  this  ifland  during 
the  fummer  feafon,  that  the  fehfe  of  the  mafs  of  the  people 
'  is  in  favour  of  the  Americans.  They  think  that  the  provo- 
cation given  by  a  raQi  and  infufficient  miniftry  to  the  colony 
of  Maflachufett'sbay^  in  lawlefs  and  oppreffiveexadions,  en- 
forced by  famine,  devaftation,  and  flaughter,  at  length  coii- 
ftitutionally  juftified  an  appeal  to  arms.  A  very  learned  judge 
*- ^ _ _^ 

II  Allading  to  the  famous  Earl  of  Warwick,  who  alternately 
depofed  Henry  VI.  and  Edward  IV. 

*  Earl  Gower,  in  the  conniy  of  StafFgrd* 

f  Lord  Stanley. 

%  Lord  Stanley  and  Mr.  Rice. 
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who  now  does  fignal  honour  to  their  coif,  afiure  us,  in  his  ^ 
excellent  book  of  commentaries,  that  every  freeman  is  war- 
ranted in  th^  ufe  of  arms  for  defence  of  his  rightful  pofTef- 
fions  ahd  liberty?  And  that  great  luminary  of  his  profefliion, 
Lrord  Chief  Juftice  Holt, 'in  pronouncing  judgment  on  t\i(i 
memorable  cafe  of  Tooly  and  Dekins,  fays,  **  When  the 
the  liberty  of  the  fubje£l  is  invaded^  it  is  a  provocation  to 
all  the  fubjeds  of  England*"  Where  then  wiJl  thefe  grie- 
vances, this  civil  war  and  carnage,  terminate  ?  I  flialt  notir 
borrow  the  words  of  Sir  Charles  Sedley,  in  -the  lail  age,  to 
exprefs  my  aftoni(hment,  that  a  nation  Tick  at  heart,  as  our's 
is,  fhould  wear  fo  florid  i  countenance.  But,  Sir,  is  it  not 
that  he£tic  bloom  which  is  frequently  found  to  accompany  a 
radical  decay  of  the  conftitution,  or  rather  fome  artificial 
beautifier  fpread  over  the  ftirf^ce  of  a  cadaverous  fubftance, 
for  popular  fhow  and  delufion  ?  We  have  heretofore  found  it 
expedient,  when  this  kingdom  has  been  fhaken  to  its  founda- 
tion from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  as  it  now  adually  is  ; 
when  the  original  compact  between  the  governing  power  and 
the  fubje£t  has  been  differently  conftrued,  ahd  in  danger  of 
being  totally  difTolved  ;  I  fay.  Sir,  that  the  Commons  ia 
Parliaoaent  affembled,  have  found  it  expedient  to  enquire  in 
the  firft  place  into  the  actual  flate  and  condition  of  the  na- 
tion in  general  :  for  this  we  have  a  recent  precedent,  almoft 
within  the  memory  of  man,  not  UriAly  fpeaktng  in  the  jour- 
nals of  the  Parliament,  but  in  the  journals  of  a  national  and 
conftitutional  afTembly,  which  has  done  more  good  than  all 
your  Parliaments  fmce  the  days  of  Henry  III.  put  together, 
which  reflored  and  eftablifhed  on  a  firm  bafis  the  Proteftant 
religion,  and  civil  liberties  of  the  people,  and  which  brought 
in  the  amiable  families  of  NaiTau  and  of  Brunfwick,  to 
maintain  that  religion,  and  to  prote£^  us  in  the  enjoyment 
of  thofe  liberties  :  I  mean.  Sir,  the  Convocation,  or  Con- 
grefs,  in  the  year  x688,  whofe  a6ls  and  refolutions  ought, 
like  the  leaves  of  .the  fybils  of  old,  to  be  fandimonibufl)» 
reverted  to,  at  all  timcsofftate  perplexity  and  peril  :  I  there- 
fore defire,  that  the  motion  made  at  the  opening  of  this 
Congrel's,  commonly  called  the  Convention  Parliament,  and 
which  was  the  ground-work  of  the  Revolution,  be  now  read. 

The  motion  was  then  read,  which  ftands  upon  the  Jour^ 
nals  iathc  following  words  :  *'  That  the  Houfe  do  appoint 
a  day  to  take  into  confideration  the  ilate  and  condition  of  the 
nation,"  which  motion  paflcd,  nemim  contredicgnU^  for  the 
Monday  following. 
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I  now  hiove  you.  Sir,  that  this  Houfe  do  appoint  a  day  to 
take  into  c^onfideration  the  prefent  ftate  and  condition  of 
tjr^at  Britain  and  her  colonies,  in  order  to  ground  thereupon 
an  afFeAionate  and  dutiful  addrefs  to  the  crown,-  in  an 
anfwer  to  his  Majefty's  fpeech  this  day  delivered  from  the 
throne. 

I  am  forry  not  to  fee  the  Honourable  Member  who  pro- 
pofed,  and  fo  ably  fupported  this  addrefs,  now  in  his  feat, 
or  I  flatter  myfelf  he  would  acknowledge  his  motion  prema- 
ture, and  admit  of  the  neceffity  to  take  the  preliminary  ftep 
of  afcertaining  the  temper  and  refources  of  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies,  in  order  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  with  good  ef- 
fed  ;  when  we  (hall,  I  truft,  open  his  eyes  to  the  manifold 
inrpofitions  put  upon  his  royal  confidence,  by  fome  dark  and 
dangeroys  parracides,  ambufhed  too  near  the  throne,  and 
help  him  to  reftore  that  peace,  good  order  and  happinefs* 
throughout  all  his  dominions,  without  which  it  is  impoffible 
that  he  can  continue  to  reign  over  us  with  fecurity ;  or  that 
fo  pious  and  benevolent  a  prince  as  he  is,  though  he  wears 
the  moft  brilliant  diadem  ,in  Chriftendom,  can  make  it  fit 
eafy  on  his  brow. 
Gen.  Ctn-'  General  Conway,  againft  the  addrefs,  apologized  for  op- 
wMyl  pofing  the  king's  fervants,  but  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe 
this  addrefs,  becaufe  it  approved  of  the  American  war.  He 
condemned  that  war  as  cruel,  unneceiFary,  and  unnatural ; 
called  it  a  butchery  of  his  fellow  fubje£ts,  to  which  his  confct- 
ence  forbade  him  to  give  his  aflent.  Though  joined  with  th€ 
•  king*s  fervants,  he  detefted  that  principle  of  implicity  fup- 

porting  every  meafure  of  government ;  and  was  fetcre  upon 
thofe  oflEicers  of  the  crown,  who,  becaufe  they  are  linked  ' 
with  others  in  adminiftration,  think  they  are  bound  to  wade 
through  thick  and  thin  with  their  colleagues.  He  demanded, 
with  an  emphaiis,  what  was  the  ftate  of  the  Britj(h  empire  in 
America?  Called  upon  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  [lord 
*  North]  to  give  it,^  or  at  leaft  to  lay  fome  information  of  the 
ftate  of  affairs  in  America  before  the  Houfe.  Afked  admini- 
ftration what  part  of  America  Was  to  be  called  their  own  ? 
Is  Canada  yours?  hefaid  ;  Is  Halifax  yours  ?  At  this  time, 
'  is  even  Bofton  yours  ?  It  is  reported,  that  Bofton  is  to  be 
abandoned  ;  where  then  are  the  troops  to  be  landed  in  the 
fprin^  ?  Are  they,  like  the  firft  emigrants  from  this  country, 
to  fail  along  the  coaft  till  they  find  a  place  ?  He  reprobated 
the  idea  of  conquering  America,  declared  explicitly  againfl 
the  right  of  taxation,  and  wifhed  to  fee  the  declaratory  law 
repealed  I  fince  fo  bad  an  ufe  had  been  made  of  it. 
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Lord  Giorge  Girmaim  repljed,    in  favour  of  the  addrefs ;  W.  c<wx# 
but  did  not  fay  any  thing  new,  except  that  he  had  received  a  ^"*''*'' 
letter  from  Gei^eral  Burgoyne,  who  faid,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  diftrefies   and   obftacles  the  King's  troops  met  with, 
they  were  zealous  and  determined  in  defence  of  their  country. 

Capt.  LuttnlL  I  confefs  that  I  do  not  feel  much  furprize ^«pt*  ^'^^^ 
at  the  inflammatory  language  of  fome  gentlemen  oppofite  to '^'''' 
me,  for  I  amperfuadcd  from  the  vindi£live,  cruel,  and  oppref- 
fivc  meafures  they  have  recommended  and  purfued  towards 
our  fellow  fubjedb  in  America,  during  the  recefs  of  Parlia- 
ment, they  determine  to  ftakc  the  pro^erity  of  both  countries 
to  their  own  emolument  and  revenge,  and  at  every  rifque  to 
endeavour  to  keep  their  places  as  long  as  they  can,  without  at- 
tending to  reafon,  humanity,  juftice,  or  good  policy  ;  there- 
fore with  them,  as  with  the  mercenary  and  neceffitous,  it  may 
be  in  vain  to  argue,  for  they  will  probably  be  found  as  callous 
to  convtdlion  as  the  leaders  of  adminiflration  are,  who  inftead 
of  being  convinced  of  the  fatal  errors  they  have  already  been 
guilty ,of,  by  the  moft  horrid  fcenes  of  bloodfhed,  feem  with  ' 
equal  raihnefa  to  be  precipitate^  the  colonies,  the  Weft- India 
iflands,this  country  and  ail  its  dependencies,  into  every  fpecies 
of  wretchednefs,  poverty,  diforder,  and  diftrefs,  that  can  ren- 
der us  miferable  or  contemptible  abroad.    But,  Sir,  a  chance 
ftill  remains  that  we  iball  be  able  to  avert  thefe  impending 
dangers  j  it  is  that  we  may  meet  protedion  from  the  indepen- 
dent gentlemen  of  England,  and  from  thofe  who  have  been 
deceived  by  the  mifreprefentations  of  fuch  artful  and  defigning 
men  as  I  mall  endeavour  to  mark  by  feparating  the  voice  of 
faAion  from  that  of  truth.     We  have  found,  Sir,  by  ^woeful 
experience  from  which  fide  of  the  Houfe  mifiitformation  has 
hitherto  come.    The  noble  Lord  and  his  adherents,  to  obtain  ^ 
the  fupport  of  thofe  whom  no  private  intereft  or  party  zeal 
could  bias,  aflured  us  in  the  laft  fei&on  of  Parliament,  with 
a  confidence  and  plaufibility  too  fufficient   to  impofe  upon 
fuch  as  neither  doubted  their  integrity,  nor  were  aware  of  the 
enthufiaftic  fpirit  for  liberty  which  at  that   time .  prevailed 
throughout   all     America,    that   the    difpute  was    by    no 
means  of  the  alarming  nature   gentlemen  apprehended  \  that 
it  was  a  cpnteft  between  a  fingle  province  and  this  country  ; 
that  the  Americans  in  general  were  friends   to  government, 
and  waited  but  the  arrival  of  a  fingle  regiment  to  manifcft  their 
approbation  of  meafures,  which  we  were  told,  were  juft,  poli- 
tical, ncceflory,  and  eventually  would  prove  fuccefsful.     The 
noble  Lord  had  not  a  fingle  doubt,  but  that  peace,  reconcilia- 
tioD,  and.  good  fcllowfhip  would  t^e  place  fpeedily,  happily, 
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and  without  bloodfhed  :  but  he  afTured  us,  if  the  conteft  con- 
tinued we  Aood  upon  ground  that  would  enable  us  to  enforce 
by  arms  an  acquiefcence  .with  thofe  laws  we  had  a  right  to 
impofe.     That  the  infurgchts  neither  merited  proteftion  froni^ 
this  nor  from  that  fide  the  water,  for  they  had  added  tjie  crime 
of  the  higheft  ingratitude  to  illegal  refiltance  ;  that  the  late 
war  was  an  American  war,  undertaken  merely  for  their  pro- 
te£lion  and  fupport,  which   had  involved  this  country  in  a 
heavy  deKt,  and  now  they  refufed  to  contribute  to  it  ;  in  fliort, 
that  the  conteft  was  whether  New  England  or  Old  England 
fhould  get  the  better  ;  though  I  fear  this  will  prove  the  moft 
lofing  game,  or?  both  fides,  that  ever  was  played  ;  for  no  pe- 
netrating eye  yet  can  difcern  if  the  viSors  or  the  vanquiflied  will 
eventually  be  the  greateft  fufferers.     Sir,  a  right  honourable 
member  too,  who  enjoys  a  very  beneficial  employment,  told 
us,  for  our.  conofort,  that  our  fellow  fubjcits  in  America  were 
indifcriminatcly  a  race  of  cowards;  that  they  would  hot  abide  - 
therefolves  of  the  congrefs,  nor  ever  be  brought  to  face  Ge- 
neral  Gage's  army ;  Sir,  with  language  like  thi?,  drefled  in 
the  beft  attire  of  eloquence  to  render  it  perfu^five,  and  the 
temporary  bait  of  three  {hillings  land-tax,  of  which  I  fear  we 
may  take  our  leave,  for  ever  have  adminiftration  endeavour- 
ed to  lull  gentlemen  into  a  political  lethargy  ;  if  with  fuccefs,  I 
hope  they  will  awake  at  this  critical  moment,  and  paufe   at 
icaft  before  they  concur  farther  in  meafures  which  'muft  render 
us  a  nation  bankrupt  in  men,  in  treafure,  and  in  confequence. 
Now,  Sir,  what  did  we  learn  from  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  and 
from  fome  gentlemen  near  me  of  rank,  property^  charaScr, 
and  integrity  ?  Why,  that  adminiftration  were  either  very  ill 
informed  themfclves,  or  meant  to  deceive  us ;  that  the  difpute 
wasAinfortunately  of  a  more  ferious  tendency  than  probably 
any  gentleman  had  formed  an  idea  of ;  that  it  was  by  no  means 
what  the  noble  Lord  reprefented,  a  partial  difpute  between  a 
iingle  province  and  this  country,  but  the  manly,  firm,  lau- 
dable, and  conftitutional  efforts  of  free-|)orn  fubjcifts  to  pre- 
iervc,  at  the  rifque  of  their  lives,  that  liberty  with  which  their 
fore-fathers   emigrated  and  which  have  been   hitherto  (long 
may  it  continue  fo)  the  natural  produce  of  this^foil  ;  that  the 
late  a£ls  of  iParliament  rcfpc<2ing  A^merica  were  reprobated 
from  one  end  of  that  continent  to  the  other,  as  the  moft  arbi- 
trary violation  of  the  liberties  of  mankind  in  general,  and  of 
their  rights  and  privileges  as  Englifli  fubjcAs  in  particular, 
which  they  would  never  facrificc  to  the  ^pride,  ambition,  or 
^"     perfccutionofany  fetof  minifters  whatfoever.     Now,  Sir,   by 
{ruth's  fair  tcft  let  the  foes  as  well  as  the  friends  of  America  be 
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ludged.  Was  the  difputc  of  the  tfifling  nature  government 
nrprefented,  and  are  the  Americans  fo  eahly  to  be  vanqutflied  i 
Have  they  not  hitherto  conformed  to  the  refolves  of  the  con- 
grefsas  minutely  as  to  any  laws  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  ? 
\V111  they  not  fight  in  a  juftcaufe  ?  and  may  they  noteven  be' 
provoked  to  face  General  Gage's  army  ?  In  (hort^  Sir,  has  not 
the  notorious  fallacy  of  every  argument  of  adminiftration  in 
the  courfe  of  a  very  few  months,  been  made  manifeft  to  the 
univerfe.  But  I  am  aware  it  will  be  faid  by  fome,  that  the 
Americans  are  neither  exonerated  from  the  charge  of  ingrati- 
tude, nor  an  attempt  to  become  an  independent  date.  To  thefe, 
I  anfWer,  that  thefe  are  aflertions  weak  and  abfurd  as  thofe  I 
have  recapitulated,  and  will  equally  fail  in  proof;  for  you 
muft  either  deny  that  America  is  like  any  other  mercantile  na- 
tion, which  derives  its  wealth  and  confequence  from  com- 
nnerce ;  or  admit  that  without  one  fhip  of  force  to  boaft  of, 
ihe  muft  for  the  prefent  at  leaft,  and  probably  for  a  century  to 
come,  feek  the  protedion  of  fome  great  maritime  power,  or 
be  fubjed  everv  day  to  have  her  coafts  infulted,  or  her  trade 
deftroyed,  by  the  moft  piratical  petty  ftates  that  can  boaft  a 
mufquetto  fleet,  in  the  like  manner  they  now  unfortunately 
and  unjuftly  experience  from  the  formidable  navy  of  England^ 
whofe  intereft  as  well  as  duty  it  is  to  proted  and  defend  them. 
Sir,  on  the  fcore  of  ingratitude/  I  muft  obferve,  that  where 
great  nations,  like  France  and  England,  ever  jealous  of  the 
power  of  each  other,  feel  themfelves  in  a  fituation  to  take  up 
arms,  thev  will  not  be  long  finding  an  oceafion  ;  but « it  fo 
happens  tnat  the  firft  hoftilities  previous  to  the  late  war  com- 
menced in  Ada,  not  in  America,  thebattleof  Arcott  was  fought 
by  lord  Clive  (then  captain  Clive)  againftthe  French';  that  of 
Tritchinopoly  by  major  Lawrence,  and  a  powerful  fleet  order- 
ed to  India,  under  the  command  of  the  admirab  Watfon  and 
Pocock,  before  the  French  were  known  to  have  committed  any 
encroachments  on  the  Ohio  ;  but.  Sir,  the  minifters  of  thofe 
days,  in  every  refpeA  very  unlike  the  prefent,  regarded  America 
as  a  mine  of  ineftimable  value  to  this  country,  and  were  there- 
fore tenacious  of  every  acre  of  that  pofleffion  ;  they  had  fpirit 
enough  to  refent  the  infults  of  foreign  powers,  and  wifdooi 
enough  to  fee  the  importance  of  the  conteft  ;  that  it  was  not 
merely  whether  you  would  fufierthe  French  to  harrafs  our 
fellow  fubje£ts  in  America,  which  humanity  or  juftice  ought 
to  have  forbid  their  acquiefcence  in,  but  that  it  was  of  no  lefs 
moment,  than  whether  the  colonies  ihould  remain  dependent 
upon  England,  or  become  an  appendage  to  the  crown  of 
prance.    Sir,  the  French  at  that  time  were' not  only  mafters 
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of  the  btftfortrefles  and  moftacceflible  harbours  in  America, 
but  of  a  vaft  trad  of  territory  there>  cxclufive  of  the  great  pof- 
feflionsof  the  Indians,  whom  they  had  artfully,  politicly,  and 
snduftrioufly  gained  over  to  their  religion  and  intereft,  by 
whofe  affiftance  they  defeated  your  army  under  general  Brad- 
dock,  and  would  probably  have  become  mafters  of  the  coun- 
try, had  you  not  fortunately  intercepted  their  reinforcements 
and  beat  them  at  fea.     Sir,  the  advantages  you  derived  from 
that  viflory,  to  the  fatal  hour  in  which  you  madly  threw  them 
away,  I  will  not  take  up  the  rimeof  the  Houfe  to  enumerate, 
though  they  are  very  many  that  fall  within  the  fcope  of  my 
fuperficial  knowledge)  I  will  only  fay,  that  in  addition  to  the 
increafe  of  fome  millions  annually  to  your  public  ftock,  the 
wealth,  profperity  and  confequence  of  your  Weft-India  iAands 
are  all  derived  from   America  ;  fhe,  Sir,  his  furnfihed  them 
with  the  necefiaries  of  life,  and  with  almoft  every  kind  of  ftore 
fitting  to  carry  on  their  works.     She  has  taken  in  barter  their 
rum  and  molaflbs  ;  the  fugars  have  been  moftly  fent  to  this 
country,  and  the  nett  produce  of  them  circulated  amongft  us. 
Now,  Sir,  the  planter  may  feek  a  diftant  market  for  his  com- 
modities ;  he  muft  purchafe  his  ftores  with  fpecte  at  vaft  dif- 
advantage  ;  part  of  his  plantation  will  be  turned  into  pro- 
vifion  grounds,  and  the  lofes  he  daily  fuftains  by  this  unfor- 
tunate difpute  will  inevitably  encrea  fee  very  hour  it  continues : 
but  I  expeft  to  be  told,  as  we  were  laft  year,  that  thefe  are  ima« 
ginary  grievances,  temporary  inconveniencies,  and  Ihort  lived 
diftrefles.     Here,  Sir,  admitting  that  the  late  war  was  un- 
dertaken merely  for  the  fupport  and  advantage  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, then.  Sir,  to  them  we  fortunately  owe  the  great  and 
flourilh'mg  ftate  of  this  nation  at  its  conclufion.     How  unlike. 
Sir,  was  ^hat  war  to  the  prefent !  It  was  conftitutional,  ho- 
nourable, popular,  proTperous,  and  glorious.     This,   Sir,  is 
unnatural,  unjuft,   unprofitable,    cruet,  and  revengeful.     It 
commenced.  Sir,  in  ignorance  and  defpotifm,  and  is  purfuing 
with  a  rancour  bordering  upon  madnefs,  which  can  end,  at 
beft,  but  in  the  deftru6lion  of  your  colonies,  with  the  lofs  of 
your  troops.     Then,  Sir,  is   the  lives  of   the,bravcft  and 
moft  valuable  officers    and  foldiers  this  or  any  other  country 
ever  produced,  the  only  tribute   that  can  fatiace  the  blind 
paffion  and  revenge  of  adminiftration  ?     Why  will  they  not 
relax  a  little,  and  be  fatisfied  to  entruft  the  execution  of  their 
blood-tkirfty  meafures  to  fuch  as  are  better  fuited  to  the  tem- 
per and  difpofitjon  of  their  employers.     I  mean  their  favourite 
army  of  bigotted  Canadians,  and  Roman  Catholic  marines, 
now  raifmg  in  Ireland,  and  fitting  for  fuch  laudable  purpofes. 
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They,'  Sir,  are  the  natural  enemies  of  both  countries,  and 
if  theyr  prove  fuccefsful,  will  be  ready  to  obey  the  firft  beck 
of  their  mafters,  and  return  with  fwords  ftained  in  the  bloo4 
of  every  American  province  to  enforce  cither  the  decla- 
ratory aS,  a  popery  bill,  or  any  arbitrary  ail^flment  of  ad« 
miniftration  in  Ireland.  For  we  have  been  told  by  very 
prevailing  authority,  [Mr.  Rigby  and  Mr.  Charles  Jen- 
kinfon,]  that  the  eflabliihmenc  of  their  Parliament  does  not 
preclude  us  from  taxing  them,  which  we  may,  and  ought 
to  do  whenever  we  judge  proper  ;  for  that  the  Irifh  had  the 
power  to  make  bye  laws,  but  nothing  more.  Indeed,  the 
minifler  of  that  Houfe  of  Commons  iniifts  that  this  is  but  the 
j^afli  opinion  of  fome  individuals,  not  that  of  government ; 
I  wi(h  he  may  be  right,  for  1  fear  the  Whigs  and  Proteftants 
of  that  country  would  be  able  to  make  but  a  faint  refiftance 
againft  fuch  an  army.  Which  way  they  might  probably  be 
next  difpofed  of,  I  will  not  venture  to  foretell.  But,  how- 
ever pleaiing  or  beneficial  the  fmilesor  friendfhipof  minifters 
may  be,  it  is  with  a  heart-felt  fatisfadion  I  n&t&  that  I  differ 
as  widely  in  principle  as  in  politicks  from  a  fee  of  men, 
whofe  aim,  1  am  afraid,  is  the  fubverfton  of  theconftitution, 
whofe  delight  appears  to  be  in  blood,  and  in  deftroying  the 
peace  of  millions. 

.Colonel  Barre  entered  minutely  into  the^  particulars  and  Col.  Barr/. 
confequences  of  the  fummer  campaign,  defcribed  the  fituation 
of  the  King's  forces  as  on  a  wen,  or  little  excrefcence  of  land, 
blocked  up  within  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  the  fleet  not  even 
mailer  of  the  river  in  which  it  lies  ;  he  drew  a  conclufion,  that 
if  an  army  of  22,000  of  our  forces,  with  20,000  Provincials  and 
a  fleet  of  twenty- two  fail  of  the  lirte,  with  more  than  as  many 
frigates,  were  three  years  in  fubduing  Canada,  though  com- 
pleated  every  fpring — what  little  profpect  could  there  be  for 
10,000  men  to  effi;<§  the  conqueft  of  all  America.— He  told 
the  miniiler,  that  as  he  expe£bed  but  little  information  from 
him,  he  would  give  him  fome  :  that  he  had  received  a  letter 
from  a  Major  Caldwell  who  was  fettled  on  a  large  eftate  in 
Canada,  who  aiTured  him,  that  the  Canadians  were  not  by 
any  means  to  be  driven  into  the  war;  that  he  had  tried  the 
arts  of  perfuafion  in  vain  ;  that  he  aflembled  about  1200  of 
them  together,  who  ^ame  with  large  fticks,  but  had  conceal- 
ed 400'  firelocks  in  the  woods,  which  they  were  determined 
to  make  ufe  of  againfl  the  Engl ifli,  if  they  forced  them  to 
take  either  fide.  He  faid,  that  General  Carleton  and  Lord 
Pitt,  were  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  Jeremiah  Duggao,  a  barber,  who  was  now  a  Major 
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^in  the  Provincials.  He  laid  the  blood  of  his  gallant  friend 
Colonel  Abercrombie  at  the  Minifter*s  door  ;  a  man,  whom 
particular  circumftances  (which  he  could  not  then  mention, 
but  which  the  noble  Lord  was  well  acquainted  with)  fhould 
have  fecured  from  fuch  a  fate.  He  added,  as  to  himfelf  he 
ftood  there,  it  was  true,  an  humble  individual,  brought  into 
Parliament  with  re]u(Stance  on  his  own  part,  by  the  hand  of 
friendfhip  j  that  his  Majefty  thought  proper  to  call  him  into 
his  fervice ;  but,  when  the  matter  of  general  warrants  was 
difcufled  in  the  Houfe,  and  his  confcience  direded  him  to 
oppofe  the  meafure,  which  he  mpdeflly  did  by  a  fiient  vote,  a 

"'younger  officer  was  purpofely  put  over  his  head,  as  an  intima- 
tion that  his  fervices  were  no  further  neceflary ;  he  retired, 
-  without  repining,  on  a  fcanty  pittance,  as  he  would  have  done 
to  the  moft  mortifying  ftate,  without  a  murmur.  His  Ma- 
jefty again  thought  proper  to  call  him  into  his  fervice,  and 
made  him  one  of  the  joint  vice-treafurers  of  Ireland,  which  he 
held  but  a  fhort  time,  owing  to  a  change  of  both  ihen  and  mea- 
fures.  Since  that  time,  he  had  retired  with  the  name  indeed  of 
Colonel  i  yet,  in  truth,  fimply  but  Mr.  Barre.  He  defired  the 
noble  Lord  before  him,  to  fay  if  he  had  ever  folicited  the  fmiles 
of  government ;  nay,  minifters  had  empowered  him  (incethe  laft 
feffions  to  fay  more ;— but  he  fliould  be  filent«— In  touching 
on  the  war-office  arragnements,  in  America,  he  faid,  though 
he  had  loft  one  eye  in  America,  he  had  ftill  one  military  eye 
left,  which  did  not  deceive  him.  The  Americans  had  been 
called  cowards  ;  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  admi- 
ralty had  wantonly  raked  up  the  aflics  of  a  deceafed  admiral, 
to  confirm  his  hafty  afTertion  ;  but  now  he  had  fcnt  for  a  liv- 
ing admiral  home,  to  give  the  departed  one  the  lie;  as  to 
cowards,  they  were  ceruinly  the  greateft  to  his  knowledge ; 
for  ,the  47th  regiment  of  foot,  which  behaved  fo  gallantly  at 
Bunker's-Hill,  (an  engagement  that  fmacked  more  of  defeat 
than  viftory) — the  very  corps  that  broke  the  whole  French 
column,  and  threw  them  in  fuch  diforder,  at  the  (lege  of 
Qiiebeck,  was  three  parts  compofed  of  thefe  cowards.— He 
wuuld  not  fay  much  of  himfelf  in  a  military  capacity,  to  give 
weight  to  this  account ;  yet  it  could  npc  but  be  flattering  to 
him  to  refle<S,  that  the  dead  Wolfe,  and  the  living  Amherft, 
honoured  him  with  their  efteem  —He  animadverted  with  great 
feverity  on  the  Miniiler  having  faid  fome  time  ago,  that  if 
Parliament  would  give  him  the  men  and  money  he  afked,  he 
would  immediately  pilot  them  fafe  through  this  American 
ftorm.  He  then  ridiculed  the  abfurdity  of  General  Gage's 
figning  the  flowery  anfwer  to  General  Wafhington's  clear  and 
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manly  letter :  affirmed  that  the  letter  was  not  the  compofitioii 
of  the  commander  in  chief,  but  that  he  was  compelled  to 
father  it  b^  fuperior  powers.  He  was  a  good  officer,  but  ^ 
plain  man.  Spoke  highly  of  General  Howe,  and  General 
Wafhingtoh,  He  concluded,  with  a  recommendation  to  the 
minifter,  to  embrace  the  prefent,  the  only  moment  tolerat- 
ed by  Heaven  for  an  accoqpimodation  with  the  Americans  ^ 
if  they  were  driven  a  ftep  farther  in  refiftance,  the  whole 
American  continent  was  loft  for  ever.  He  faid,  as  he  had 
mentioned  General  Gage's  letter,  a  quotation  from  it  might 
now  fupply  him  with  a  general  inference,  with  which 
he  would  conclude,  as  a  feafonable  memento  to  adminiftra- 
tion.— 5/  tempirati  in  political  difquifition  :  give  free  opera^ 
iion  to  truths  and  punijb  thofe  who  deceive  and  mifreprefent  \ 
and  not  otdy  the  effeHs^  hut  the  caufes^  of  this  unhappy  confii£i 
will  hi  removed. 

Lord  Barrington  denied  the  difafFeftion  of  the  officers,  &C4  ^^  ^'^ 
aflured  the  Houfe,  that  they  would  receive  fatisfaftory  ac-  ""^^^ 
counts  to  the  contrary  in  (evtn  or  eight  days'. 

Mr.  Wedderhurn  replied  to  Colonel  fiarre,  accufed  him  of  Mr.  XT^f. 
drawing  falfe  inferences  from  his  own  premifes ;  defendedyrrA*'*** 
vigorous  meafures  againft  America.  Said  iixty  thoufand  men 
ought  to  b<s  fent  to  reconquer  that  country ;  it  was'  a  fyftem 
that  muft  be  purfued  with  fpirit,  even  though  we  loft  all  the 
towns  and  provinces  upon  that  continent,  to  put  us  upon  a 
proper  footing  to  negocjate  with  them.- 

Mr.  Burke  repeated  fome  expreffions  of  Lord  Norths  on  Mr.  iwU* 
American  affairs,  fome  time  lince  \  fuch  as,  that  he  would 
bring  the  Americans  to  his  feet,  &c,  and  contrafted  them 
with  the  late  events  in  America;  which  caufed  a  good  deal 
of  laughter.  He  afterwards  compared  the  Americans  to  a 
people  who  had  emancipated  themfelves,  and  defcribed  the 
mothcrncountry  as  a  piratical  difturber  of  the  ports  and  trade 
of  the  colonies.  He  fpoke  largely  on  the  difgrace  brought 
upon  the  Britifh  arms,  by  being  cooped  up  a  whole  campaign 
in  Bofton,  by  thofe  who  had  been  called  an  undifciplined 
cowardly  rabble.  He  ftrongly  reprefented  the  danger  to 
Great-Britain  in  carrying  on  the  American  war ;  and  con-  ' 

eluded  with  advifing  the  minifters  to  meet  America  with  a 
friendly  countenance,  nor  longer  let  England  appear  like  a 
porcupine,  armed  all  over  with  adis  of  Parliament,  oppreffive 
to  trade  and  America. 

Mr,  C  Fox  defcribed  Lord  North  as  the  blundering  pilot  Mr.c.  jF«f, 
who  had  brought  the  nation  into  its  prefent  difficulties.     Ad« 
miniftration,  he  faid,  exult  at  having  brought  us  into  this  di- 
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lemma.  They  have  reafon  to  triumph.  Lord  Chatham,  the 
king  of  Pruflia,  nay,  Alexander  the  Great,  never  gained  more 
in  are  campaign  than  the  noble  Lord  has  loft — he  has  loft  a 
whole  continent.  Altho'  he  thought  the  Americans  had  gone 
too  far,  and  were  not  juftifiable  in  what  they 'had  done,  yet  they 
were  more juftifiable  for  relifting,.than  they  would  have  been 
bad  they  fubmitced  to  the  tyrannical  tl&s  of  a  Britifti  parliament 
•—that  when  theque/lion  was,  whether  a  people  oueht  to  fab- 
niit  to  flavery,  or  aim  at  freedom  by  a  fpirited  refiftance,  the 
alternative  which  muft  ftrikc  every  Englifbman  was,  the 
choice  of  the  latter.  He  took-occafion  to  fpeak  of  his  father, 
and  the  flu^luation  of  minifters  at  the  commencement  of  the 
laft  war.  He  declared  his  father  was  fecretary  of  ftate  only 
four  months,  and  finding  himfelf  without  power,  and  merely 
a  nominal  minifter,  he  did  as  every  man  of  fpiric  fhould  -do 
on  fuch  an  occanon,  he  gave  up  his  place.  He  then  applied 
this  obfervation  to  the  noble  Lord  on  the  Treafury-bench, 
and  in  a  ver^  pointed  manner  intimated  that  it  was  high  time 
a  change  of  men  took  place,  that  a  change ^f  meafures  ^ight 
accompany  it.  He  took  occafion  to  mention  the  political 
diftin^lions  of  Whig*and  Tory,  and  defcribing  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters as  enemies  to  freedom,  declared  they  were  tories.  H^ 
made  a  comparifon  between  the  conduct  of  adminiftration  and 
the  conduiS^  of  America,  ihewing  the  weaknefs,  the  error, 
and  the  imprudence  of  the  former,  and  the  firmnefs,  the  fpi- 
rit,  and  the  juft  purfuits  of  the  latter*  He  combated  the  ar- 
gument in  the  King's  fpeech  which  inferred  thar  America 
aimed  at  independency  ;  and  byachainof  reafoning,he(hewe4^ 
that  to  be  popular  in  America  it  was  neceflfary  to  talk  of  de- 
pendence on  Great  Britain,  and  to  hold  that  out  as  the  ob- 
i*cft  in  purfuit.  He  rallied  Lord  North  on  the  rapid  progrefs 
le  had  made  in  misfortune,  having  expended  nearly  as  large  a 
fum  to  acquire  national  difgrace  as  that  moft  aUe  minifter 
Lord  Chatham  had  expended  in  gaining  that  glorious  luftre 
with  which  he  had  encircled  the  Britifh  name.  He  did  not 
approveofevery  thing  done  by  that  noble  Lord  [Lord  Chat- 
ham] but  all  muft  confefs  his  great  and  furprizing  talents  as  a 
minifter.  He  declared  oppofttton  to  b»  cordially  united  in 
every  part.  He  retorted  on  adminiftration  for  their  having 
laft  year  aroufed  the  younger  part  of  the  Houfe  by  their  ap- 
peals to  the  fpirit  of  Engliflimen  to  enforce  vigorous  meafurrs, 
and  afked  whether  that  fpirit  was  difcernible  in  the  pitiful 
party  of  the  military  fent  to  Bof^on/  or  in  the  vigorous  mea- 
fures of  that  party  i  declaring,  that  if  the  fpirit  the  miniftry 
had  appealed  to  was  ftill  in  e;ciftence>  it  would  not  be  poffible 
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for  them  to  Icee{>  their  places.  After  feverely  rebuking  them 
for  endeavouring  to  (hift  the  blame  from  themfelves  to  (gene- 
ral Ga|^,  he  concltuded  witKxdvifing  admtniftration  to  place 
America  where  (he  flood  in.  1763,  and  to  repeal  every  ad 
paAed  fince  that  period,  which  afFedcd  either  lier  freedom  or 
Iser  cominerce. 

Lord  Uertb  faid,  he  held  the  pity  and  contempt  of  the  ho-J-o'd^^t** 
nourable  gentleman  {Mr.  Fox]  in  equal  indifference.  He  de- 
clared that  the  words  quoted  with  fo  much  humour  by  th« 
hon.  gentleaian  [Mr.  Burke]  had  never  been  ufed  by  him  in 
the  fenfe  to  which  he  had  applied  them«  and  complained 
of  the  injuftice  done  him  both  in  the  Engliih  and  Ante-  . 
rican  new8*papers,  by  printing  falfe  accounts  of  his  fpeeches  ' 
in  parliamentr  RefpeAing  the  obftrvations  made  by  the  laft 
lionourable  gentleman  [Mn  Fox]  on  the  changes  in  the  mi*- 
niflerkl  departments  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  he 
begged  the  Houfe  to  recoiled,  that  though  the  men  were  ' 
changed,  the  fame  mcafures  were  piirfued,  but  that  for  his 
own  part  he  wilhed  not  to  remain  a  day  in  office  after  he 
was  thought  inadive,  Inattentive,  or  inconfiderate.  That  if 
the  fcheme  of  repealing  every  Amc^riean  ad  paflbd  flnce  1763^ 
was  adopted,  there  was  certainly  an  end  to  the  difpute,  for 
from  that  moment  America  Would  be  independent  of  Eng* 
land.  That  many  of  the  «fts  were  framed  fdr  the  neccffary 
fupport  of  the  fupcriority  of  the  mother  country,  on  points 
in  which  her  right  of  fuperiority  had  never  been  queftioned 
till  America  was  reffa^tofy ;  that  aH  of  the  at^s  were  rather 
ads  of  jiiftice  than  of  cruelty,  and  that  the  96t  preventing 
the  colonics  from  trading  with  other  countries,  which  the 
gentlemen  \n  oppofition  made  fo  much  rout  about,  was  not 
paflTed  till  the  colonies,  by  a  non« importation  agreement,  had 
refufed  to  trade  with  England,  who  had  nurtured  them  to 
their  prcfent  greatnefs,  and  had  therefore,  on  the  princi[^es 
of  gratitude  and  recompencc,  an  exclufive  right  to  the  bene* 
fits  of  their  commerce.  His  lordfhip  then  faid,  that  if  he 
underftodd  the  meriting  of  the  words  Whig  and  Tory,  which* 
the  laft  fpeaker  [Mr.  Fo;^J  had  mentioned,  he  coneeived  that 
it  was  the  chara£lreiriftie  of  whiggifm  to  gain  as  much  for  the 
people  as  poflible,  while  the  aim  of  toryifm  Was  to  encreafe 
the  prerogative^  That  in  the  prefent  cafe,  adminiftration 
contended  for  the  right  of  Parliament,  while  the  Americans 
talked  of  their  belonging  to  the  crown.  Their  language 
therefore  was  that  of  toryifm,  although,  through  the  artM 
defigns  of  the  real  enemies  of  freedom,  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
people  of  E^ngland  was  endeavoured  tO'  be  mifled,  and  falfe 
G  %  ^  opinions 
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opinions  were  induftrioufly  inculcated  throughout  the  klng- 
dom.  The  fpeech  and  thepropofed  addrefs,  his  lordfhip  faid, 
tied  the  Houfe  down  to  no  point,  it  could  not  therefore  be 
•'  of  ill  confequence  to  carry  the  latter  to  the  throne.  That 
the  meafures  admtniftration  meant  now  to  purfue,  were  to 
fend  a  powerful  fea  and  land  force  to  America,  aod  at  the 
famp  time  to  accompany  them  with  offers  of  mercjr  upon  a 
proper  fubmiflion.  *f  This  (concluded  his  lordfliip)  will 
fhew  we  are  in  earneft;  that  we  are  prepared  to  puniih,  but 
are  neverth^lefs  ready  to  forgive ;  this  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
moft  likely  means  of  producing  an  honourable  reconcilia- 
tion." 

l/ir.  Dun- '      Mr.  Dunning  againft  the  addrefs.     Had' heard  it  was  the 

'"X*  intention  of  adminiftration  to  fend  a  large  force  to  America  to 

compel  fubmif&5n.  and  that  foreign  troops  were  introduced 
into  the  Britifli  dominions  for  that  pbrpofe.  He  faid,  the 
raeafure  ought  not  to  have  been  taken  without  the  confent 
of  Parliament.  Withtout  fuch  confent  he  peremptorily  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  illegal.  To  this  is  to  be  added,  not  only 
the  difgrace,  but  the  bad  tendency  and  evil  confcqucnccs  of 
which  this  meafifre  may  be.  produ£live»  if  fuffered  to  pafs 
into  a  precedent. 

HT'Tbwbe.  The  Attormy  dmral  [Mr  Thurloe]  in  fupport  of  the  ad- 
drefs, declared  that  in  his  opiniooi  there  was  no  illegality  in 
the  meafure  of  fending  Hanoverian  troops  to  garrifon  the 
fortreifes  of  Gibraltar  and  Mahon,  and  therefore  that  no  bad 
tendency  or  evil  confequences  could  arifc  from  it. 

Sir  A.  Fergujfon^  Mr.  Rice^  Mr.  Jolliffe^  and  Mr.  Free- 
many  fpokc  likewifc  for  the  addrefs  j  and  Sir  Edward  AjiUy 
again^  it. 

At  a  quarter  paft  four  o'clock  in  the  mornine;  the  Houfc 
divided  upon  the  amendment ;  fur  it  108,  againft  it  278. 

The  following  is  a  Lift  of  the  Minority  upon  this  Divifion. 
Gen.  Acourt  Auie  Edmund  Burke 

Serj.  Adair  Lord  George  Cave^difh 

Evelyn  Andcrfon  Lord  Frederick  Cavcndifh 

iSir. Edward  Aftley  Lord  John  Cavcndifh 

Rt.  Hon.  Ifaac  Barre  Lord  Richard  Cavendifb 

Charles  Barrow  Ld.  G.  Aug.  Hen.  Cavendiilh 

Nathaniel  Bayly  Jervoife  Clarke 

Lord  Ch.  Ed.  Bentinck  Sir  Robert  Clayton 

pilchard  Benyoo  Wenman  Coke 

Hon.  Peregrine  Bertie  Rt.  Hon.  H.  S.  Conway 

Thomas  Brand  Johp  Cooper 

gir  Henry  Bridge n>;>ri  Rig.  Hippif,  Coxe 
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Laurence  Cox 
John  Grewe 
Creorgc  Dempfter 
John  Dunning 
Paule  FJelde 
Savile  Finch 
Sir  Mich,  le  Fleming 
Thomas  Folev,  junior 
Vifcount  Folkftonc 
Hon.  Charles  James  Fox 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland 
Ambrofe  Goddard 
Lord  George  Gordon. 
Charles  Goring 
Ralph  Gowland 
Marquis  of  Granby 
Robert  Gregory 
James  Grenville,  junior 
Sir  William  Guife 
John  Halliday 
Rt.  hon.  W.  G.  Hamilton 
Sir  Harbord  Harbord 
David  Hartley 
George  Hayley 
Richard  Hopkins 
George  Hunt 
William  Huffey 
George  Jobnftonc 
John  Johnftone 
Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel 
Lord  George  Lenox 
Sir  James  Lowther 
Earl  Ludlow 
John  Luther 
Hon.  Temple  Luttrell 
Hon.  John  Luttrell 
Jofeph  Martin 
Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey 
Hugo  Meynell 
Sir  Thomas  Miller 
Sir  John  Molefworth 
Crifp  Molyneux 


BATE    S. 

Frederick  Montagu 
Hans  Wintrop  Mortimer 
William  Nedhajn 
Richard  Oliver    ' 
Henry  Peirfe 

Charles  Anderfon  Pelham 
.  Sir  James  Pennyman 
Nathaniel  Polhill 
Alexander  Popham 
William  Pultcney 
John  RadclifFc 
Sir  George  Robinfoa 
Sir  John  Rufhout 
Samuel  Salt 
Sir  George  Savile 
Sir  Charles  Saunder$  ' 
John  Sawbridge 
James  Scawen 
Robert  Scott 
Charles  Fitz.  Scudamore 
John  Scudamore 
Henry  Seymour 
John  Smith 
Frederick  Standcrt 
Walter  Stanhope   - 
Thomas  Thoroton 
Rt.  hon.  T.Townftiend,  jun, 
John  Trevannion  - 
George  Forfter  Tuffneil 
Charles  Turner 
Earl  of  Tyrconncl 
Earl  Verney 

Hon.  Geo.  Venables  Vernoa 
Sir  William  Wake 
Hon.  Thomas  Walpole 
Hon.  Richard  Walpole 
Hon.  R.  Boyle  Walfingham 
William  Wcddcll 
Vifcount  Wenman 
John  Wilkes 
Jacob  Wilkinfon 
Sir  George  Yongc 
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Mr.  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houfc  the  following  paper.* 

To  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  the  Lords  fpiritiial 
and  tenywral,  and  the  Commons  ot  Great-Britain  in  Par- 
liament aflembled. 

The  addrefs,  petition,  and  memorial  of  the  reprefentatives 
of  the  freeholders  of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  in 
general  affembly. 

Y^UR  '^y^l  ^"^  everdutiftil  houfc  of  affembly  of  die 
*  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  moft  humbly  beg  leave  to 
addrefs  our  gracious  Sovereign,  and  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, at  this  dreadful  and  alarming  crifis,  when  civil  dif- 
cord,  and  its  melancholy  confequences  arc  impending  over 
'  all  Britifli  America 

Aftuated  by  the  warpaeft  tics  of  duty  and  affcftion  to  the 
perfoo  and  family  of  our  moft  gracious  fovereign,  animated 
with  the  firmcft  attachment  to  the  mother  country,  zealous  to 
fupport  her  power  and  confequence,  over  all  the  Britifh  do-» 
minions,  and  dreading  a  feparation  from  her  government  and 
prpteflron,  as  the  greatcft  political  evil  which  can  befall  us 
or  our  poftcrity. 

Influenced  by  the  principles  of  humanity ,  and  the  juft 
lights  of  mankiixl  in  civil  Ibciety,  we  tremble  at  the  gloomy 
profpeft  before  us,  we  feel  for  our  gracious  King,  we  feel 
for  bur  mother  country,  of  which  many  of  us  are  natives, 
we  feel  for  the  Britifli  Ame;*ican  race,  once  the  moft  loyal, 
virtuous,  and  happy  of  mankind  ;  animated  with  fueh  prin- 
ciples, may  wc  not  approach  the  fupreme  legiflature  of  the 
Sritifh  empire,  and  as  dutifui  children  of  juft  and  indulgent 
parents,  may  wc  not  moft  humbly  follcit  for  fuch  regula- 
tions as  wc  conceive  moft  likely  to  prefervc  the  inhabitants 
of  this  province  in  duty  and  allegiance  to  our  King,  in  ren- 
dering permanent  their  conneftion  with,  and  depeiKlencc  on 
the  fupreme  legiflature  of  Great-Britain,  and  prcferving  ia-? 
violably  to  us,  and  our  pofterity,  the  juft  rights  of  men  in 
civil  fociety. 

We  are  fully  fenfiWe  that  we  have  no  right  to  pray  for 
redrefs  of  grievances,  to  r€queft  privileges  or  regulations,  un- 
lefs  wc  acknowledge  ypur  right -over  us  ;  therefore  we  the 

reprcfcn- 

*  He  faid  he  received  it  during  the  recefs,  by  the  poft. 
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reprefentatives  of  the  frcchoWcrs  of  Nova-Scotia,  do  undni-    ^ 
Uiouil y  moft  hmnbly  acknowledge  our  graciou^fovereignGcorge 
the  TniEd,  king  of  Great- Britain,  the  Lords  fpi ritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  the  Commons  of  Great  Britainjn  Parliament  aflem-^ 
bled,  to  be  the  fupreme  legiflaturc  of  this  province  and  of  all  w 

theBritifti  dominions,  and  that  it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty  to 
pay  a  due  proportion  of  the  eitpence  of  this  great  empire. 

Having  dius,  as  obedient  ftrb^fts,  acknowledged  our  duty 
to  our  KiM,  and  our  willing  fubmiffion  to  the  fuppcme  le- 
giflaturc of  the  Brrtiflx  empire,  we  humHy  requeft  the  ri^t 
of  being  heard  in  refpeft  of  our  grievances  or  wifhes  ;  an* 
as.our  proceedings  in  this  affembly  may  pofliMy  have  fonie 
influence  with  other  aflemblies  in  America,  we  humbly,  hope 
it  will  not  feem  prefuming  if  we  enter  on  die  fubjcft. 

We  humbly  conceive  it  will-be  neceflfary  to  the  peace  and 
happineft  of  the  Britifti  empire,  that  die  tax  to  be  raifedin 
tfie  colonics,  and  which  fhall  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Bri-' 
tifti  parliament,  and  the  proportion  of  each  colony  toward 
the  imperial  expence,  Ihould  be  of  ftrch  a  nature,  as  it  may 
never  after  be  neceflTary  to  alter  it. 

We  are  alfo,  humbly  of  opinion,  that  this  tax  Ihould  be" 
of  fuch  a  nature  as  fhorfd  not  depreciate,  but  (hould  increafo 
in  the  fame  ratio  with  die  aflluence  of  the  inhabitants  of  fliis 
province. 

We  arc  alfo  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  tax  (hould  be 
of  fuch  a  nature,  as  not  to  be  liable  to  be  aflFefted  by  the 
increafe  or  diminution  of  the  metals  of  gold  and  filver  io 
the  world. 

From  thefe  confiJerations  we  humbly  oflFer  it  as  our  opinion  ^ 
that  the  fittcft  tax  for  this  purpofe  would  be  a  duty  of  fo  much 
per  cent,  upon  all  commodities  imported  into  this  province, 
not  being  the  produce  of  the  Britifh  dominions  in  Europe  and . 
America,  (except  the  article  of  bay  fait)  :  this  tax  will  in- 
clude almofl:  all  the  luxuries  made  ufe  of^  and  will  increafe 
in  an  equal  ratio  widi  the  affluence  of  the  inhabitants  ;  and' 
if  the  rates  of  the  feveral  articles  are  fixed  every  ten  years, 
for  the  future  and  fubfequent  ten  years,  it  will  not  be  liable 
to  depreciate  in  value  by  the  increafe  of  the  metals  of  gold 
and  fiJver. 

We-  therefore  humbly  pray  that  the  fupreme  leffiflature    . 
of  the  Britifh  eny)ire  will  pleafe  to  accept  of  a  tax  as  above 
pointed  out ;  and  fo  confcious  arc  we  of  your  juftice  and  hu- 
manity, that  we  requefk  to  know  what  proportion  would  be 
plcafing  or  agreeable  to  you ;  rcmindmg  you  to  confider, 

that 
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.that  this  province  having  no  manufa6lories  or  lucrative  com- 
merce, muft  ever  have  a  fcarcity  of  fpecie. 

We  alfo  humbly  pray,  that  when  the'  exigencie^s  of  the 

ftatc  may   require  any  further  fupplies  frqm  this  province, 

1^  that  then  fuch  requi^tions  may  be  made  in  the  ufual  manner 

formerly  pradifed,  whereby  we  may  have  an  opportunity  of 

fhewing  our  duty  and  attachment  to  our  Sovereign,  and  our 

fcnfe  of  the  caufe  for  which  tlie  requifition  is  ma^e,  by  which 

means,  and  that  only,  our  gracious  Sovereign  can  be  ac- 

,  quainted  with  the  true  fenfe  of  the  people  in  £efo  his  diflant 

'dominions. 

We  alfo  humbly  pray,  that  you  will  permit  us,  and  in- 
AtuSt  your  governor  to  confent  to  an  aft  to  diiqualify  and 
deprive  every  member  of  the  community  from  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  a  iubjed  ia  civil  profecutions,  who  mall 
be  deteded  in  any  illicit  trade  or  fraudulent  dealing,  toge* 
'  ther  with  their  aiders,  abettors,  or  concealors,  in  this  or  any 
other  branch  of  the  revenue. 

This  will  render  unneceffary  a  multitude  of  officers  em- 
ployed to  deteft  illicit  trade,  and  prevent  that  dilguft  and 
evil  fpirit  which  has  been  created  by  their  infolence,  and  will 
prevent  that  corruption  of  manners,  and  that  contempt  of 
.  the  crime  of  perjury,  which  is  now  become  fo  open  and  fla- 
grant. We  humbly  requeft  that  you  will  appoint  good  and 
lufficient  falaries  to  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  and  abfolutely 
forbid  dienv  to;  take  any  fee,  in  any  cafe  whatfoever,  as  we 
have  found  that  the  detail  of  revenue-duty,  in  all  its  depart- 
ments, have  been  clogged  with  unneceflary  forms  and  trifling 
regulations,  to  increale  the  fees  and  perquiiities  of  the  offi- 
cers ;  and  are  alfo  humbly  of  opinion  that  if  thofe  officers 
were  under  the  controul  of  the  governor,  the  council  and 
judges  of  the.fupreme  court  of  this  province,  it  would  be 
more  for  the  advantage  of  his  Majefty*s  fervice  and  the  good 
of  the  revenue.  We  alfo  humbly  requeft,  that  if  the  mode 
of  taxation  be  pleaiing  to  you,  that  you  will  permit  and  or- 
der tlie  legiflative  council,  and  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court  for  the  time  being,  to  determine  and  affix  the  rate  of 
the  taxed  articles,  every  ten  years,  for  every  fubfequent  ten 
years. 

.  Your  ever  dutiful,  loyal,  and  affisftionate  houfe  of  aiTem- 
bly  w^ould  not*  in  thefe  unhappy  times  prefume  to  mention 
tlieir  own  grievances,  or  requeft  any  particular  privileges,  left 
you  (hould  fuppofe  they  were  meant  conditional  of  their  juft 
duty  and  allegiance  this  day  acknowledged :  but  as  the  hum- 
ble 
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blc  friends  of  our  King  and  mother  country,  may  we  not  re- 
fpeftfully  point  out  thole  meafures  whicli  may  bcft  tend  to  pre- 
ferve  the  inhabitants  of  this  province  in  loyalty  and  allegiance, 
and  although  we  are  not  at  this  time  in  mch  circumftances  as 
to  raife  a  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the  interior  civil  govern- 
ment of  this  province,  agreeable  to  the  prefent  plan  efta- 
blifhed  by  his  Majefty,  and  which  feems  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  dignity  of  government  in  a  country,  whofe  par- 
ticular fituation  and  advantages  are  fuch  as  may  probably  in- 
duce covemment  to  order  it  to  be  the  head  quarters  of  the 
Britim  land  and  fea  forces  in  America.  But  although  wt 
may  be  unable  wholly  to  fupport  fo  lai^  yet  neceflary  civil 
lift,  yet  we  are  willing  to  fet  apart  a  fund  for  that  purpofe, 
which  will  neceffarily  mcreafe  witli  the  opulence  and  num- ' 
ber  of  the  inhabitants,  and  will  in  time  relieve  our  parent  ' 
ftate  from  the  heavy  burthen  of  our  fupport ;  our  poverty 
as  a  province  will  not  prevent  a  Britifh  King  and  Pailiament 
from  hearing  and  juftly  relieving  us,  when  as  humble  and 
dutiful  fubjefts,  and  bemg  well  acquainted  with  this  country 
and  its  inhabitants,  we  only  beg  leave  to  inform  our  gra- 
cious King  and  Parliament  with  the  meafures  which  we  con- 
ceive would  beft  tend  to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  this 
country. 

We  therefore  moft  humbly  prefume  to  offer  as  our  opi- 
nion, that  no  native  of  this  province  may  ever  be  appointed ' 
a  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  in  this  province,  the  am-* 
bition  of  affluent  individuals  in  tlie  provinces,  to  acquire  go- 
vernments, have  led  Jto  fadion  and  parties,  fubverfivc  of  the 
peace  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  the  good  of  the  province, 
and  the  honour  of  government,  probably  the  prefent  diiputes 
in  America  may  have  been  promoted  by  this  caufe. 

We  are  humbly  of  opinion  that  the  members  of  the  legi- 
llative  council  fhould  be  appointed  for  life,  and  that  no  per- 
ibn  fhould  be  appointed  a  member  of  the  council,  unlefs  he 
be  poffeffed  of  landed  property  in  the  province,  to  the  value 
of  one  thoufand  pounds  at  leaft ;  and  we  moft  humbly  pray 
that  no  colleftor  or  under  officer  of  the  cuftoms,  or  any  offi- 
cer who  is  diceftly  or  indireSly  concerned  in  the  coUedion 
of  the  provincial  revenue,  may  ever  be  admitted  to  a  feat  at 
the  council  board. 

We  humbly  pray,  moft  fervently,  that  the  officers  of  the;  ^ 
cuftomis ;  and  every  officer  concerned  in  coUeftii^  the  pro- 
vincial revenue,  may  be  prohibited   from  ferving  as  riepre- ' 
fcntatives  in  general  ailembly* 

Vol.  III.  H  Wc  . 
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We  humbly  pray  that  the  clc&iow  for  the  reprcfentativea' 
o^the  people  may  be  triennial,  may  be  by  ballot,  a>nd  that 
the  day  of  eleftion  trienmally  may  oe  fixed  by  law^  and  that 
every  officer  of  governmeiK  be  particularly  prohibited  from 
interfering  in  eleftioos  under  fevere  and  hes^vy  penalties. 

We  humbly  pray  that  the  judges^  of  the  fupreme  court  of 
this  province  may  have  their  commiifions  during  good  be- 
haviotkr,  in  the  fame  momner  as  in  England. 

*We  humbly  pray  that  after  the  dcceafe  of  theprefcnt 
judgef;,  that  all  future  judges  may  be  appointed  in  Errand* 
and  may  not  be  natives  of  tliis  province  j  we  can  trace  the 
prefent  unhappy,  diforders  in  America  to  the  want  of  a  re- 
gulation of  this  kind. 

We  humbly  requeft  your  Majefty  will  gracioufly  permit 
the  legiflature  of  thi§  province  to  a&ertain  the  number  and 
boundaries  of  the  feveral  counties  in  this  province. 

Moft  gracious  King,  grant  and  permit  us  a  fheriffineach 
and  every  county,  and  deliver  us  from  a  provoft  marflial, 
preilding  over  this  whole  province,  whofe  influence,  owing 
to  the  nature  of  his  oiEce  and  the  number  of  his  deputies, 
muft  be  excefiive,  and  whofe  power  in  eledions  is  abfolute  ; 
if  we  are  not  relieved  in  this  particuhr,  we  can  have  no  pre- 
tenfions  even  to  the  name  of  freemen. 

We  humbly  pray  that  your  Majefty  will  gracioufly  per- 
mit and  order,  that  a  recorder  of  deeds  and  conveyances 
be  appointed  iireach  and  every  county,  and  not  a  deputy  to 
,    a  principal  refiding  elfewhere. 

Our  gracious  King  cannot  be  infenfible  of  the  great  ne- 
ceHity  daere  is  that  3ie  moft  refpeftable  perfons  in  the  com- 
munity be  appointed  to  the  commiffions  of  the  peace  ;  legal 
authority  unlcfs  aided  by  the  good  opinion  of  the  people,  can 
have  but  little  effeft  ;  probably  the  reafon  why  the  moft  re- 
fpeftable  perforis  decline  the  office,  is  becaufe  they  are  liable 
to  bedifiniiTed  unheard,  the  want  of  power  in  the  magiftratcs 
to  execute  or  enforce  the  laws  has  been  a  general  complaint 
in  America. 

We  humbly  pray  that  the  governor,  council  and  judges  bf 
the  fupreme  court  may  conftitutc  a  court  of  vice  admiralty 
throughout  the  province,  to  determine  all  caufes  cognifable 
in  fucli  courts,  agreeable  to  law  and  equity,  and  to  receive  no 
fees  therefor. 

We  humbly  pray  that  any  two  or  more  of  the  judges  of 
the  fupreme  court,  and  a  jury  baUotted  for  and  ftruck  by  the 
parties,  ihall  conftitute  a  court  of  equity  in  all  civil  cafes 

through- 
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throi:^out  this  province,  fubjeft  only  to  appeals  to  his  Ma- 
jcft^  m  council,  where  the  property  contefted  may  amount 
to  we  hundred  pounds  fterling  or  upwards. 

We  humbly  pray  to  be  delivered  from  the  oppreffion  of 
praftitioners  in  the  law,  and  pray  that  in  all  civil  a£Vions  tlieir 
fees,  charges  and  perquifites  may  be  limitted  to  five  ptr 
cent,  on  ail  fums  declared  for  or  defended  ;  it  is  not  the  defire 
of  our  good  Xing  to  have  his  quiet -and  inoffenfive  fubjefts 
in  this  quarter  of  the  globe  given  up  to  be  perfecuted  by  a 
few  rapacious  men. 

Molt  benign  King,  your  Majcfty  was  graciouily  pleafed 
to  grant  trafts  of  land  in  this  province,  upon  various  condi- 
tions of  (ettlement  and  payment  of  quit-rents,  many  of  the 
conditions  of  fettlement  were  impraAicable,  and  others  fo  ex- 
penfive  that  the  grantees  were  not  able  fully  to  effeft  them,  we  , 
humbly  pray  to  be  exonerated  from  thofe  fevere  conditions, 
and  that  you  will  eracioufly  limit  the  power  of  the  court 
of  efcheats  to  defaults  in  the  payment  of  the  quit-rent  only* 
This  houfe  is  forry  to  obferve  that  moft  cruel  ufe  has  been 
made  of  this  power  of  efcheating  land,  even  to  the  de- 
priving of  two  old  officers  of  the. gratuity  given  them  by 
.your  Majeftj^  for  near  forty  years  of  military  fervice,  and 
that  to  .gratify  two  domeiticks  of  that  governor  who  or- 
dered the  efcheatment ;  and  at  this  time  a  traA  of  land 
is  advertifed  to  be  efcheated,  on  which  the  proprietors  have 
laid  out  near  four  thoufand  pounds. 

Finally,  we  moft  humbly  requeft  that  the  affembly  of  this 
province  dmv  be  called  together  annually,  and  that  no  go- 
vernor may  oe  allowed  to  difTolve  or  prorogue  them  when 
he  fhall  be  informed  that  they  are  preparing. a ^tition  to 
our  gracious  King  and  Parliament  of  Great-Bdtauu 

Moft  gracious  Sovereign,  we  have  unhappily  eiq>erieiiced 
that.theredrcfsof  our  grievances,  and 'thofe  icquefted  regu- 
lations, could  not  come  from  us  in  the  conftitutional  mode 
of  laws  which  muft  have  paifed  a  council,  feme  ,of  4dieip 
without. property  in  the  province  or  intereft  in  our-  welfare. 

May  the  God  of  all  goodnefs  .&ower  down  on  our  gracious 
Sovereign  and.his  helovttd  family,  -every  temporal  bldffing. 

May  the.ipirittof  concord,  ^uftiee  and  public  virtue  direft 

the  councils  of  die  Britifh  ienate,  and  may  the  Father  «f 

vnercies  proferve  conftitutional  freedom  to  the  Britilh  ra«c  in 

wcry  partof  the  globe.  W.  NESBITT,  Speakci:* 

iialifax^  Juniy  2^  1775. 

Hz  Oaohfr 
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Mr.  Ak'  O^ober    17. 

land.  Mr,  Acland  reported  thead^refs  agreed  to  ^yeftcrday. 

Mr.  Hart-      Mr.  Hartley  prelTed  Lord  North  to  declare,  that  it  fliould 

^9*  be  underftood,  that  agreeing  to  the  report  now  brought  up 

by  Mr.  Acland  (hould  not  be  deemed  a  full  and  decifive  ap- 
probation of  its  contents,  nor  preclude  the  Houfe  in  any 
manner  fronn  taking  the  meafures  recommended  in  it,  into 
conftderation  on  any  future  day. 

UuFUUe.  Mr.  Fielde  approved  of  this  caution  and  hefitation  of  the 
honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Hartley]  and  thought  the  advice 
extremely  neceflary. 

WrAf.ir.        Sir  Matthiw  ff^hiu  Ridley  faid,  he  had  gone  along  with  the 

**'''^*  minifter  during  the  laft  feiTpn  of  Parliament  upon  the  fuppo- 
fttion  that  his  information  regarding  America  was  authentic 
^d  to  be  depended  upon  i  but  now  that  he  found  it  was  other- 
wife,  he  went  away  laft  night  without  giving  any  vote,  a  con- 
duct he  wifhed  to  avoid,  and  therefore  he  called  upon 
the  minifter  to  lay  fu$cient  information  before  the  Houfe, 
that  gentlemen  might  know  the  ground  upon  which  they  were 
to  proceed. 

tardMr/*.  Lord  North  declined  complying  with  thefe  requefts :  butlaid, 
in  general,  that  the  navy  and  army  would  be  taken  into  confi- 
deration  in  the  courfe  of  the  week,  and  he  believed  that  either 
of  the  days  appointed  for  that  purpofe  would  be  the  moift  pro- 
per time  for  ftating  objeftions,  or  framing  any  motion. 

This  anfwer  brought  up  Mr.  PowySj  who  moved  to  re- 
commit the  addrcfs  ;  in  order  to  leave  out  what  related  to 
the  Hanoverian  troops,  viz.  '^  We  thankfully  acknowledge  the 
gracious  confiderations  which  induced  your  Majefty  to  fend  a 
part  of  your  eleftoral  troops  to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and 
Mahon,  in  order  that  a  larger  number,"  &c.  This  changed 
the  debate  to  the  general  fubjeft  of  America. 

[On  this  fubjeS  of  the  Hanoverian  troops,  the  argu- 
ments were  chiefly  dire£ied  again  ft  that  paragraph  in  the 
addrefs  which  thanks  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious  conft- 
deration, in  fending  part  of  his  electoral  troops  to  earrifon 
the  fortreflcs  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca.  Thofc  who  con- 
demned the  paragraph  argued  againft  its  illegality,  its  being 
exprefsly  repugnant  to  the  Bill  of  Rights  ;  and,  above  all, 
its  being  a  precedent  of  a  moft  alarming  and  dangerous  ten- 
dency, as  It  recognifed  a  power  in  the  King  to  introduce 
foreigners  into  his  BritiOi  dominions,  and  to  raife  armies 
without  the  previous  confent  of  Parliament.  It  was  defend- 
ed on  a  variety  of  grounds.  Firft,  on  the  idea,  that  the  para*- 
graph  exprefied  nor  implied  no  approbation  of  the  meafure; 
^  that 
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thkt  tbe  Bill  of  Rights  pafled  at  the  Revolution  was  a  decl sCra- 
tory  law,  and  thatlaw^  toufc  Mr.  Attorney  General's  own 
words,  embraced  no  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions  beyond 
the  limits  of  this  ifland  ;  that  the  neceffity  of  the  meafure 
juftified  it,  becaufe  of  the  delay  it  might  occafion,  and  the 
confequent  embarrafiment  it  might  bring  on,  in  the  future 
progrefs  of  this  bufinefs  ;  that  it  was  nothing  new  for  6000 
Dutch  had  come  over,  in  the  year  1745,  to  our  affiftance, 
without  any  fuch  previous  confent.  The  gentlemen  in  op* 
pofition  confidered  the  paragraph  as  a  full  approbation  of  the 
meafures  ^  whilft  the  friends  of  adminiftration  infifted  it  was 
no  more  than  a  compliment  to  his  Majefty's  good  intentions^ 
and  left  tbe  meafure  itfelf  a  matter  of  future  deliberation* 
Mr.  Wedderburne  and  Mr.  Dunning  had  a  long  converfa* 
tion  upon  the  different  interpretations  of  the  claufe. .  Very 
few  of  the  fpeakers  confined  themfclves  to  this  fingle  pointy 
but  fucceffively  beat  over  the  wide  ground  of  the  general  dif- 
pute  with,  America.  The  minifter,  however,  quitting  his 
ground,  left  his  fupporters  by  themfelves,  and  fairly  owned 
he  was  the  advifer  of  the  paragraph,  and  that  he  was  firmly 
perfuaded  of  its  legality,  wiidom,  and  expediency.  This 
explanation  was  occafioned  by  his  being  prefTed,  in  cafe  the 
oppofition  agreed  to  the  report,  that  his  Lordihip  would  agree 
to  review  the  propofition,  and  give  it  a  full  and  fair  difcuf- 
£on  on  fome  future  day  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpofe.} 

Mr,  Cornwall  entered  into  American  affairs.     He  acknow-  Mr.  QnH 
ledged  there  had  been  mifmanagement  fomewhere;  but  whe*^^'* 
ther  by  the  Parliament,  in  not  granting  a  fufficient  force  i  by 
the  min iftry,  in  not  properly  applying  the  forces  granted  ;  or  by 
the  officers  who  had  the  commana  of  them,  in  not  exer- , 
cifing  them  efFeflually,  he  would  not  then  aflert ;  but  pro* 
bably  might  one  dav  afford  matter  for  enquiry  in  that  Houfe. 
However,  he  could  not  avoid  faying  thus  much  in  favour  of 
adminiftration,   that  a  minifter  in  this,  country,  though  he    . 
may  fee  much  farther  into  future  events  than  the  reft  of  his 
countrymen,  cannot  take  any  great  ilep  without  having  the 
cry  of  the  people  againft  him.     Had  government  demanded 
40,000  men  laft  felfion  to  fend  to  America,  Parliament  per* 
haps  would  not  have  granted  them  ;  but  now  that  the  nation 
feemed  to  approve  6f  fending  a  fufHcient  force,  he  did  not 
doubt  of  fuccefs.     He  then  proceeded  to  make  fome  remarks 
on  tbp  conduct  of  the  late  Lord  Holland,  when  fecretary  of 
ftate,  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  in  allufioato  what  had 
been  (aid  by  Mr.  Fox  the  night  before  i  and  concluded  by  at- 
tacking a  noble  Duke  [Duke  of  GrafconJ  for  his  defertion* 

Mr, 
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Mt.CFox.     Mr.  Otfift'les  Fim  vindicstted  ihit  fxther,  and  defended  the 

noble  Duke  ^    boc  as  he  tooted  the  fpeedi  the  ficMe  I>uke 

hod  made  the  night  before  in'  another  Houfe,  be  was  caMed  to 

6rder  by  the  Houfe  and  by  che  Speaker.     He  proceftedthatte 

had  been  deceived  by  che  mmiftry  ;  he  had  been  taiigiit  to  be- 

ticwe  that  govermtvent  had  To  nnmy  friends  in  Ainerksa,  that  the 

tippearance  of  a  itw  regimen tS'tkere  would  give  them  iccnrity  in 

tf vowing  tbemfelvcs ;  fecure  in  obedience  to  our  laws, and  ca- 

iure  peace ;  that  upon  this  principk  he  voted  for  fending  over 

the  forces  iaft  feflion  :  peate  was  iiis  objed  4n  that  xneafuie; 

but  now  thsTt  the  minifter  declared  Mmfelf -far  war,  iie  coakl 

ffot'but^jed  to  his  proceedings,    iie  coa)d  not  con&nt  to 

Cbe  bloody  corvf«qunces  of  fo  fiUy  a^contdft  9d>out  fo -filly  an 

tibje6k,  eonduiSkrd  in  the  fittieft  manner  that  fnftory,  x>r  t>bfer- 

Vfltion,  had  ever  furniflied  an  inftanoe  of ;  andiron  which 

me  were  likely  to  derive  nothing,  bat  povierty,  imifery,  dtf* 

^race,  defeat,  and  ruin. 

tonl  AdTo-     TfaeiLosd  Advocate  of  Scotland  faid,  it  would  be  Tidicu- 

cateof^f0r-]oii3  in  adminiftration  to  recede,  or  tolificn,  at  preient,  to 

'         tonciliatoty  meafurcs,   wbiJft  Afnerica  was  imaimg  ib  of- 

fe£hial  a  Pefiftaoee  ;  that  all  Etrrope  would  fay  weliod  feh 

tour  inability  to  enforce  our  •rights,  and  therefore  *w»e  glad 

\6  accetnwodate  matters  on  any  Qerms  ;  that  when  we  bad 

regained  and  re-eflabli(bed  our  authority  there,  he  would  be 

happy  to  join  in  any  plan  for  the  better  and  more  happy  go- 

*   vernment  of  that  part  of  the 'empire.-   He  faid,  it  was  not 

uncommon  for  Great  Britain  to  be  unfi»  cefsful  in  the  begm- 

ning,   and   viftor'rous  in  the  progrefs  and  conclufion  of  her 

\ints  \  and   that   he  was  not  at  all  difmayed  by  the  glfoomy 

pi Aures  ^whrch  fomc  gentlemen  were  pleated  to  diaw  of  our 

perilous  and  deplorable  fituation.     He  concluded  with  an  at* 

•ac^  upon  oppdfitfon,  which  he  executed  with  great  good 

humour. 

%^?^        Governor  y^hfijhm  arraigned  the 'condu£l:' of  adminiftra- 

Jtbnfiimt.   ^j^j^  .prdtiy  fcVerely  ;  Hie  declared  that  «he  was  certain  the  Wa- 

hoverian  foldiers  could  not  be 'tried  by  martial  law  for  any 

l^ffences  \  that  if  they  fhould  be  tried,  they  would  have  an 

aftion  in  Gneat  Britain  ogatnft  their  officers,  and  that  if  any 

l^f  them  (hould  be  put  to  death,  in  confequenee  of  the  fen- 

tenceof  ia  court  manial,  thofe  who  gavethat  fentencewould 

ht  guilty  of  murder  according  to  our  laws  ;  he  infifted,  that 

our  garrifons  abroad  were,  in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  word,  a 

pai^t  of  this  kingdom,  and  he  was  againft  the  -paragraph^  as  a 

tkmgerous'precedent. 

The 
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The  Attorney  General  [Mr.  Tbttrlo4]  infifted  that  decen-  Mr.T^rfct 
cy  demanded  that  we  fliould  return  his  Majcfty  thanks  for 
the  confiderattofvs  which  induced  him  to  take  the  ftep,  though 
we  might  afterwards  condemn  the  meafure*  Suaviter  in 
m$d9j  Jed  ftrtiUr  in  r#,  (hould  ever  he  a  maxim  in  Britifli 
minds  ;  he  declared  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  Bill  of 
Rights  did  not  forhid  the  lntrodu£lion  of  foreign  troops  into 
our  territories  abroad  ;  that  it  only  mentioned  this  kingdooa  ; 
that  confequemly  he  could  no  more  fee  any  illegality,  than 
he  could  danger,  in  the  meafure* 

Mr*  Charles  MeUiJb.  I  agree  with  the  gentlemen  on  the  Mr.  CUri^ 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  that  every  government  is  Originally  ^**'^i/'^- ' 
inftituted  for  the  governed  ;  but  I  muft  infift,  that,  when  a 
government  is  afmally  formed,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
governed  to  fubmit  to  the  governors.  I  will  however  agree, 
that  diereisat  times  a  power  of  conftitutiooal  refiftance  ;  and 
tliat  in  our  own  government,  if  a  King's  minifter  oppreifed 
the  body  of  die  people  by  rcjjeated  afts  of  violence,  our  an- 
ccftors  had,  under  the  fanflion  of  the  two  Houfes,  attempted 
to  retnedy  the  grievance.  I  will  alfo  admit,  that  if  Lords 
and  Commons,  at  the  will  of  any  King  or  any  mimfter,  could 
fo  far  betray  their  facred  truft,  as  to  tyrannize  over  the  go- 
verned in  foch  a  manner  that  human  nature  could  notfub^ 
mit  to  the  tyranny  (which  was  a  cafe  I  thought  fcarcely  pof- 
fiblc  to  exift,  and  my  blood  run  cold  at  the  thoughts  of  it)k 
I  was  (ettled  in  my  principles  ;  if  the  bulk  of  the  people  con- 
curred, and  I  could  not  be  mlftaken,  I  Ihould  oppole  the  ap- 
rearance  of  a  conftitution  which  no  longer  exifted,  and  then 
will  allow,  that  any  new  government  is  better  for  the  go- 
verned :  but  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  confider,  if  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  fupported  by  the  united  voice  of  the 
people,  were  cautious  in  their  method  of  oppofing  the  King 
alone,  how  much  more  ought  gentlemen  to  be  cautious  in  at- 
tacking the  facred  conftitution  of  King,  Lords  and  Com-  , 
mons«  In  order  properly  to  confider  whether  fuch  a  cafe  ex- 
ifted, we  muft  look  tor  its  figns.  Freedom  of  debate  in  Par-' 
liament  feems  to  me  the  great  touch- ftone ;  and  I  dare  fay 
that  every  gentleman  who  hears  me  will  be  of  my  opinion, 
that  at  no  time  this  Houfe  has  ever  enjoyed  more  freedom  of  ' 
debate  'than  at  prefent ;  it  has  kept  us  from  our  beds  till  five 
this  morning,  and  may  probably  keep  us  to  tlie  fame  hour 
this  nkht.   • 

Much  had  4>een  faid  in  former  debates,  particularly  on  aa 
^ual  repreientation.    Indeed  in  our  own  ftate  the  reprefen- 

tation 
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tation  was  formed  originally  equals  I  mean  in  the  time  of 
William  the  Firft,  It  was,  indeed,  a  reprefentation  of  merely 
the  landed  intercft.  Time  has  by  degrees  produced  fo  total 
an  inequality  of  reprefentation,  that  now  it  is  a  certain  fed, 
that  not  one  third  part  of  England  is  reprefentcd  in  Parliament. 
Does  it  not  therefore  follow,  as  a  confequence,  that  America 
has  no  more  reafon  to  complain  for  the  want  of  a  reprefenta- 
tion, than  two  thirds  of  the  people  of  England  ? 

Here  it  is  that  the  fiftion  of  law  fteps  in  to  the  relief  of  the 
fubjeft ;  it  declares  us  members  for  every  part  of  his  Majcfty's 
dominions,  and  confequcntly  for  America  ;  it  has,  therefore, 
altered  the  antient  principle  of  the  conftitution,  which  faid,  that 
the  member  was  obliged  to  obey  his  conftituents.  Neceffit^ 
has  adopted  this  fiftion  of  a  virtual  reprefentation,  and  it  is 
now  become  our  duty  to  confult  the  intereft  of  the  kingdom 
'  in  general,  in  preference  to  the  advantage  of  our  borough 
or  county. 

It  Is  ftrange  that  reafonable  men  ftiould  not  be  contented 
with  the  government  of  the  country  in  which  they  live.  I 
ftiall  ever  maintain  that  I  am  bound  to  fupport  the  conftitu- 
tion- left  me  by  my  anceftors.  The  term  Conftitution  is  in- 
deed vague  ;  it  is  continually  altering ;  like  the  human  body, 
new  particles  are  continually  flying  from  it,  and  new  particles 
are  adding  to  it.  We  ought  from  time  to  time  to  improve 
the  conftitution,  or  reduce  it  to  its  firft  principles,  as  the  cafe 
may  require,  but  not  by  violent  means.  I  hope  and  truft 
we  ftiall  never  again  fall  into  the  fatal  errors  of  the  times  of 
Charles  the  Firft,  when  every  man  thought  he  had  a  right  ta 
fet  up  his  new-fangled  ideas,  in  oppofition  to  the  government 
of  his  country ;  and  when  the  people  at  laft  difcovered  the 
miferies  they  had  drawn  on  themfelves  by  their  folly,  they  re- 
ceived Charles  the  Second  with  that  weaknefs  and  imbecility 
'  of  fpirit,  that  they  loft  much  of  their  liberties. 

As  to  the  prcfent  queftion,  I  think  miniftry  is  right 
in  its  meafures,  and  am  fatisfied  with  their  late  conduft. 
America  has  formerly  fubmitted  to  the  right  of  tatation. 
Many  are  the  afts  paffed  by  us,  fubmitted  to  by  them.  I 
fliall  ftiortly  ftate  fome  of  them.  We  have  aflcrted  our  rights 
not  only  jn  the  navigation  afts,  and  the  internal  afts  of  the 
poft  office,  by  9  Ajin.  c.  10.  but  we  have  annihilated  in 
fbme  cafes  their  own  afts  of  aflcmbly  ;  for  by  7  &  8 
Will.  III.  we  have  declared  void  all  the  laws,  &c.  made  iit 
their  plantations,  which  were  repugnant  to  that  aft^  or  to 
'  any  other  law  hereafter  to  be  made  in  this  kingdom. 
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The  aft  <jf  ri  &  12  WilK  III.  c>  7,  made  for  the  fap- 
prcffion  of  piracy,  in  its  13th  feftionis  cxprefi.  The  words 
are,  if  any  of  die  ^^  governors  in  the  faid  fdantadon,  or  any 
peribn  in  authority  there,  Ihall  refufc  to  yield  obedience  to 
this  aA,  fuch  refufabis  hereby  declared  to  be  a  forfeiture  of 
all  and  every  the  charters  granted  for  the^gorernment  or  th© 
propriety  of  fuch  plantation." 

Thefc  afts  were  made  in  the  time  of  the  patron  of  our  li- 
berties, the  great  .King  William ;  even  the  charter  itfelf, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  Maffachufet's  Bay  now  fo  eagerly 
damour  after,  is  not  their  original  charter,  but  a  charter 
crammed  down  their  throats  by  the  great  King  William. 

We  have  carried  our  legiflativc  power  ftill  further  over  the 
internal  police  of  America,  and  America  has  fubmitted. 

The  colonies  allow  that  the  Greenwich-hofpitaf  aft,  of  7 
&  8  Will,  III.  c.  21,  extends  to  them. 

By  3  &  4  Ann.  c.  1 1,  we  have  forbidden  their  felling  their 
pitch  and  tar  trees  under  a  certain  growth^  &c. 

By  5  Geo.  2.  c.  22,  not  a  iingle  hat  can  be  exported  from 
the  colonies  any  where. 

And  by  7  Geo.  II.  c.  7,  we  have  altered  their  common  law 
in  the  moft  effential  of  all  points,  their  property,  in  die 
teeth  of  their  own  afts  of  affembly ;  for  the  more  eafy  reco- 
very of  debts,  even  if  due  to  ourfelves,  we  have  made  their 
lands  aflets. 

And  to  clofc  the  whole,  by  13  Geo.  II.  c.  7.  we  have 
made  foreigners,  who  inhabit  feven  years  in  the  colonies,  na- 
tives of  thcfe  very  countries,  of  which  they  deny  us  the  right 
of  legiflation. 

Bat  the  mode  of  laying  the  late  taxes  has  been  objeded  to. 

Yet  by  25  Car.  II.  c.  7,  wc  have  laid  port  duties  on  the 
exportation  of  fugars,  under  the  exprefs  regulation  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  cuftoms  and  treafury ;  and  by  i  Geo.  I.  c.  12, 
we  h^e  ordered  thofe  duties  to  be  paid  into  the  exchequer  ;     . 
yet  thefe  duties  have  never  been  complained  of  by  America. 

But  the  .chief  aft  on  which  the  greateft  ftrefs  may  be  laid  as 
to  this  point,  and  which  I  call  on  the  gendemen  on  the  other 
fide  particularly  to  attend  to,  is  the  6  Geo.  II.  c.  13. 

Here,  exaftly  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  prefent  tea-duty,  wc 
give  and  grant  a  duty  on  foreign  rum  imported  into  the  coto^ 
nies ;  we  order  an  entrjy  and  mat  the  ratejball  be  paid  in  money 
before  landing. 

Thus  then  America  has  fubmitted  to  internal  taxation  and 
legiflation,  both  as  to  the  right  and  thfr  ^Kxle  ;  and,  as  Ame- 
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rrc&has  fubmictcd  to  the  law  of  Parliament  in  former  in- 
ftances,  1  am  for  enforcing  obedience  tp  the  prefcnt  law. 
Thofe  gentlemen  who  fufpedt  me  of  tyranny  know  little  of 
my  difpofition. 

l^uc  it  has  been  faid  by  fome  gentlemen,  that  foreign  ftates 
accufe  us  of  being  engaged  in  a  hlly  meafure  4  all  the  anfwcr  I 
(hall  give  fuch  foreign  ftate  is  to  mind  its  own  budnefs.  If 
-France  fays  fo,  I  (hould  a(k,  where  is  the  policy  of  the  Cor- 
fican  expedition  ?  If  Spain,  what  it  thought  of  the  coaft  of 
Karbary  ?  Each  (late  has  enough  to  do  at  home  ;  and  if  each 
private  member  of  this  Houfe  would  employ  himfelf  in  affifling 
the  public,  inftead  of  ftating  to  the  Houfe  private  grievances. 
Great  Britain  would  reap  the  advantage. 

Mr.  Dun.        j^^.^  Dunning   infifted,  that  the  Bill  of  Rights  was  only 

"'"*'  declaratory  of  rights  cxifting  prior  to  that  aft,  that  therefore 

the  people  were  not  to  confine  their  claims  to  the  literal 
words  of  it,  but  to  recur  to  the  great  principles  upon  which 
that  declaration  was  made. 

Mr,  James  ^f,  James  GrenvUU^  with  that  modefty,  ability,  and  can- 
**'  .  jQur,  for  which  he  is  remarkable,  gave  his  reafons  for  not 
going  on  ^gainft  America,  becaufe  the  Americans  did  not 
mean  to  render  themfelves  independent  of  this  country,  and 
becaufe  he  judged  it  imprafticable  to  reduce  them  by  force. 
He  concluded  by  (hewing,  with  much  feeling  propriety,  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  throw  any  refledion  upon  the  condudof 
his  late  relation,  Mr.  George  Grenville. 

Mr.  Msm*  yi^^  Adam  anfwered  the  arguments  of  Mr.  Grenville.  He 
(hewed  that  the  Americans  would  proceed  to  independence, 
if  fuccefsful,  and  that  it  was  therefore  abfolutely  ncceflary 
to  reduce  them.  He  entered  into  the  pradlicability  of  the 
meafure,  by  (hewing  that  no  fettled  form  of  government  being 
e(labli(hed  in  America,  all  muft  be  anarchy  and  confufion 
there,  and  that  all  oughtrto  be  regularity  and  order  at  home. 
He  took  notice  of  the  comparifons  which  had  been  made  be- 
tween our  fituation  and  that  of  Spain,  with  regard  ta  the  re- 
volt of  the  United  Provinces,  and  faid  the  cafes  were  not  pa- 
rellel.  He  then  attacked  the  condudl  of  the  oppofition,  but 
faid  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  coul^  not  approve  of  that  of 
t  le  miniftry.  He  defcribed  the  operations  of  the  lail  year, 
a>  very  inaflive ;  found  fault  with  t)ie  conciliatory  propofi- 
t  ons,  and  called  upon  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  admini- 
ftration  to  aft  with  vigour.  He  praifed  Lord  North  in  the 
ilrongeft  terms,  for  his  ability  and  public  virtue,  but  accufed 
him  of  indolence,  the  greateft  fault  a  minifter  could  be  guilty 
of  at  this  critical  juncture!  He  told  him  the  time  for  adlion 
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was  not  yet  over,  but  that  it  might  foon  pafs  awajr ;  bcgge<J 
him  therefore  to  roufe  himTdf,  and  to  aft  with  the  ability  he 
poilefled.  He  (jefcribed  tbe  inaftive  campaign  of  lad  fam- 
mer  in  very  ftrong  colours  ;  accufed  him  for  allowing  the 
congrefs  to  meet;  ajked  if  thofe  nifegleds  were  like  the  coii- 
duft  of  a  great  minifter,  like  the  condud  of  that  man,  who 
had  feized  the  helm  in  a  ftorm,  and  was  not  to  quit  it, 
though  it  ihould  blow  a  hurricane  ?  He  concluded  by  faying, 
that  from  the  fpirited  addrefs  of  this  day,  he  hoped  for  a  more 
vigorous  conduft,  and  trufted  that  the  noble  Lord  would  not 
allow  it  to  go  down  to  pofterity,  that  from  his  inaftivity,  and 
not  want  of  abilities,  he  had  loft  Great  Britain  her  Ame- 
rican colonies.  Then  begging  pardon  of  the  noble  Lord,  he 
aflured  him  and  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  not  faid  thefe  things 
from  any  licentious  fpirit  of  railing,  but  from  a  fincere  love 
for  this  country,  and  a  defire  of  preferving  its  greatnefs.  " 

Lord  North.  He  thanked  the  honourable  gentleman  for  u^t^N^rthn 
the  ability,  candour,  and  manlinefs  with  which  he  had  at* 
tacked  him  ;'  faid  he  was  always  ready  to  liften  to  any  ftric- 
tureupon  his  conduft,  even  when  it  came  from  malice;  but 
when  it  flowed  from  fo  pure  a  motive,  fo  fincere  a  love,  for 
his  country,  as  he  was  fu re  that  h on.  gentleman  poflefied,  it 
could  not  fail  of  having  the  ftrongeft  effeft.  He  pledged  him- 
felf  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  would  proceed  with  vigour  and  a£li« 
vity.  He  confeiTed  that  indolence  of  temper,  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  [Mr.  Adam]  had  noticed,  and  that  diflike  to  bu« 
iinefs,  but  declared,  that  he  was  forced  into  the  poft  that 
he  now  held  ;  that  ftormy  and  tempeftuous  as  the  ocean,  is, 
through  which  he  has  to  fteer,  he  would  never  of  his  own  ac- 
cord abandon  \%  till  the  ftorm  had  fubfided.  He  acknow- 
ledged he  had  been  deceived  in  events,  but  that  he  had  adapt* 
ed  his  meafures  laft  feflions  to  the  then  ftate  of  aflFairs,  not  . 
imagining  that  all  America  would  have  ai-med  in  the  caufe. 
Adminiftration  had  proceeded  upon  the  information  they  had 
received  j  if  gentlemen  were  in  pofleflion  of  better  informa- 
tion, why  did  they  not  communicate  it  ?  He  faid,  that  when 
he  adopted  the  neceflary  plan  of  fending  Hanoverians  to  Gib- 
raltar and  Port  Mahon,  he  had  not  a  doubt  of  the  legality 
of  the  meafure  ;  that  if  it  was  dreaded  as  a  precedent,  he 
ihouid  have  no  objedion  to  a  bill  qf  indemnity.  If  he  had 
waited  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  our  troops  in  Gibral- 
tar and  Port  Mahon  could  not  be  brought  into  the  field  time 
enough  to  have  admitted  of  an  early  and  vigorous  exertion  of 
our  forces  againft  the  rebels.  That  if  we  fufFered  by  the  war* 
America  WQuld  fuffer  much  more^  He  anfwered  Mr.  Adam's 
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A|eftk>n  feo  bU  conciliatiiiy  plain  ;  faid  it  was  ibe  mcafurc  that 
had  put  us  on  a  proper  footing  with  .regard  to  America  |  that 
now  .they  bad  refufed  it,  their  intentions  were  eafily  fecn 
and  every  exertion  of  force  was  juftifiable  till  fucb  time  as 
they  ihoMid  again  become  obedient  to  this  governoient ;  that 
oothing  fliould  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  bring  them  i^ck  to 
a  juft  mbordination  ;  that  now  it  was  itnpoflibieto  treat  with 
themt  until  once  brought  back. to  a  due  obedience ;  that  there 
was  no  intention  to  opprefs  them,  but  to  eftabli(h  in  Aoierica 
the  tnoft  juil,  mild,  and  equitable  government.  He  had,  he 
laid,  as  great -a  veneration  for  liberty  as  any  man  in  theHoufe ; 
and  be  hoped  the  Americans  .were  too  ,brave  and  worthy  of 
,  their  anceftors,  to  h^itate  a  moment  in  their  choice  betvroea 
ilivery  or  war  -,  but  in  t^e  prefent  inftanoe  there  was  no  quef* 
ttoo  of  (lavery.  Their  friends  have  faid  that  they  only  wifh- 
ed  to  be  put  on  the  fame,  footing  on  which  they  were  in  1763* 
He  wilhed.to  God,  if  it  were  pofltble,  to  put  the  colonies  on 
the  fame  footing  they  were  in  1763.  Surely  America  wouM 
not,  without  money,  without  tracle,  without  refburccs,  con- 
tinue to  prefer  a  ruinQus  war  with  Great  Britain  to  the  Uef- 
fings  of  peace,  and  an  happy  dependence  upon  her.  He  con- 
cluded with  giving  a  pathetic  defcription  of  his  own  fitua* 
tion,  under  the  weight  of  government,  though  furrounded 
with  all  the  power  and  pageantry  of  admioiftration  1  but  faid 
that  in  fpite  of  all  this  hefhould  confiderhimfelf  as  infinitely 
happy,  if  in  the  laft  moments  of  a  life  fpent  in  the  fisrvice  of 
bis  country,  he  could  fay  be  had  done  any  thing  for  the  fup*- 
port  of  a  conftltution  he  loved  and  admired,  and  of  the  heft 
taws  that  ever  were  framed  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

C9l«  SarrA  Colonel  Borri  obferved,  that  the  noble  Lord  could 
very  calmly  bear  to  bear  his  faults  aanounced  from  fooB 
.  .  quarters ;  that  his  LordOiip  ftood  the  attacks  of  a  certain 
northern  diale£l  with  a  very  good  gcice,  but  he  was  in- 
ftantly  (hoc  dead  with  the  brogue ;  and  what  was  acknow- 
ledged to  be  extremely  candid  on  one  fide  the  Hoa(e»  was 
downright  malice  from  the  other.  He  accufed  him  of  kiffing 
the  rod  that  had  been  held  by  that  honourable  |;entleiiiaB» 
[meaflang  Mr.  Adam]  ;  he  faid  that  the  honourable  gentle- 
man,  indeed,  had  held  it  with  much  graqe  and  great  abtficy, 
but  he  believed  that  the  noble  Lord  had  other  reafons ;  that 
in  honourable  friend  of  his,  [meaning  Mr.  Burke]  had  often 
exercifed  it  with  great  grace  and  much  ^ility,  and  yet  it 
was  not  kii&d  by  uie  noble  Lord  when  in  his  bands.  The 
retfon,  he  liud,  which  induced  all  Amecka  to  take  arms  foon- 
hr  thM  Hie  aoirfc  Losd.had  ex|)efiedt  w^u  to  oppofe  4  com- 
mon 
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men  enemy  :  tbe  circumftance  put  him  in  mind  of  %  (peech 
ovade  by  Marihal  Schomberg  tp  the  Brttifh  troops^  as  they 
were  crafling  the  river  Boyne  in  Ireland,  i  Ig  devoir  mes  m* 
fms^  mUa  v$s  ennemis  /  He  then  entered  into  the  Hano* 
verian  meafure^  and  in  his  ufual  manner  told  many  pleafant 
ftories  of  his  acquaintance  in  that  countryi  and  (ome  other 
parts  of  the  globe^ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair.  When  I  perceive,  and,  indeed,  my-  Mr.  So), 
felf  moft  fenfibly  fcci,  that  the  patience  of  this  Houfe  and  *^''«^* 
the  conftitution  of  its  members,  are  almoft  as  muck  ex- 
haufted  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate,  as  the  treafures  and  re«^ 
fources  of  this  country  are  likely  to  be  by  the  confequences 
of  our  addrefs,  I  jQiali  certainly  take  up  as  little  of  their  tiaitt 
as  poffibk,  and  fatigue  myfdf  and  others  as  little  as  I  can : 
but.  Sir,  I  cannot  reft  fatisfied  in  my  own  mind,  without 
obferviog  upon  fome  things  that  have  fallen  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debate  •  and  fubmitting  to  the  Houfe  a  few  (hort  reafont^ 
for  my  moft  hearty  and  entire  diflont  from  the  propofed  ad-^ 
drefs. 

Tho  £rft  argument,  if  it  can  be  called  To,  that  t  Aull 
take  notice  of,  I  mention  with  much  reluctance ;  becaufe. 
Sir,  if  it  had  not  been  adopted  by  fo  refpe^lable  a  membet 
as  the  learned  gentleman  [the  Attorney  General]  it  would 
have  appeared  to  me  unworthy  of  the  wifdom  and  dignity 
of  this  aflembly,  and  an  infult  on  the  underftanding  oT 
every  man  to  whom  it  was  addrefled  %  I  mean.  Sir,  the 
unaccountable  attempt  that  has  been  made  to  perfuade  us, 
that  the  words  of  this  addreis  do  oot  convey  any  kind  of  ap- 
probation of  the  meafure  of  tranfporting  the  King's  Hanove- 
rian troops  to  tbe  garrtfons  of  Gibraltar  and  rort  Mahon. 
It  is  impoflible  to  ufe  any  other  argument  againft  this,  than 
an  appeal  to  the-common  fenfc  of  mailkind.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  the  fubjed  of  reafoning  or  difpute  \  ftrip  it 
of  fopliiftry,  of  the  falie  colouring  with  which  it  hath  been 
vamifiied  ;  read  the  claufe  in  quefuon  to  any  plain  man,  and 
if  he  doec  not  (ay  that  it  exprefles  an  approbation,  a  thankful 
admiration  of  this  part  of  the  condu£k  of  his  Majefty's  mt- 
nifters,  I  have  loft  all  my  ideas  of  language,  all  underftand- 
ing  of  the  import  of  words.  If  there  is  any  member  of  this 
Houfe  who  upon  barely  reiading  the  words  of  this  addrefs, 
entertains  a  ferious  doubt  upon  the  meaning  of  it,  his  mind 
muft  be  fo  differently  conftituted  from  mine,  that  it  is  im» 
poffible  any  argument  I  could  ufe,  could  make  the  leaft  im- 
preffion  on  him»  But  why,  Sir,  are  the  gentlemen  fo  foli- 
uxaM  upon  this  point  ^  Why  oit  they  io  wceedingly  afraid, 
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that  thefe  words  rtiould  be  underftood  in  their  plain  fenfc  ^ 
Are  they  doubtful  of  their  own  meafures  ?  Do  they  wifh,  by 
deluding  our  underftanding,  to  fteal  from  us  an  approbation 
of  what  tbey  dare  not  themfelves  defend  ?  Do  they  thcm- 
felves  think  the  meafurc  in  queftion  legal  and  proper  ?  If 
they  do,  'why  not  approve  it  ?  Why  not  avow  the  approba- 
tion ?  .Why  do  they  not  fpeak  out?  *'  The  meafure  is  right, 
it  is  legal,  it  is  beneficial  to  this  country  ;  the  addrefs  docs 
approve  it,  and  it  ought  to  be  approved."  Surely,  Sir,  this 
would  be  a  mure  rational  and  manly  ground  for  fupporting 
their  addrefs,  than  the  frivolous  attempt  to  pervert  the  ob- 
vious meaning  of  words,  and  fophifticate  us  out  of  our 
fenfes. 

So  much  has  been  faid  of  the  legality  of  this  meafure  ;  the 
arguments  againft  it  have  been  fo  fully  and  ably  ftated,  efpe- 
cially  by  two  honourable  gentlemen  [Mr.  Dunning  and  Gov. 
Johnftohe}  who  fit  before  me;  that  1  think  it  neceffary  to 
trouble  the  Houfe  with  very  little  upon  that  fubjeiEl,  I  ftiall 
content  myfelfj  at  prefent',  with  faying,  that  I  entirely  con- 
cur in  the  opinion,  that  the  illegality  of  employing  or  fup- 
Sorting  foreign  forces  in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  Great 
Iritain,  without  the  confent  and  authority  of  Parliament,  is 
deducible  from  the  fame  pHnciplcs  of  law,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion,  from  whence  our  anceftors,  who  declared  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  fubjedl  at  the  Revolution,  inferred  the  illegality 
of  railing  or  keeping  an  army  within  the  kingdom  in  time  of 
peace  without  the  fame  authority  and  confent. 

The  check  and  controul,  which  the  antient  principles  of 
this  happy  limitted  monarchy  has  with  fo  much  wifdom 
and  caution  eftablifhed  over  the  power  of  the  Sovereign, 
would  be  vain  and  nugatory  indeed,  if  that  Sovereign  had 
a  right,  by  his  own  mere  authority,  tocftablifti  an  armed  force, 
cither  of  natives,  or.much  more  of  foreigners,  in  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  this  crown,  without  the  confent  of  the  peo- 
ple, expreflcd  in  this  great  council  of  the  nation. 

The  negative  of  this  power,  Sir,  was  one  of  the  great  pri- 
vileges which  the  Bill  of  Rights  declared  to  be  the  undoubted 
right  and  liberty  of  the  fubje<£t.  The  propoiition  deduced 
from  the  principles  of  the  cohftitution  is  general  ;  it  was  laid 
dovn  in  the  terms  in  which  it  appears  in  that  law,  becaufe^ 
like  every  thing  elfe  that  is  there  declared,  it  had  a  referrence 
to  the  grievances  recited  in  the  preamble,  Thofe  were  the 
encroachments  v^hich  the  late  King  James  had  made  on  the 
conftitution  of  his  country.  Thofe  were  the  mifchiefs  im- 
mediately to  be  remedied  by  the  Revolution  i  and  ao^ordingly 
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to  every  claufe  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  the  declaration  of  the  . 
right  is  adapted  to,  and  coexteniivc  wieh  the  violation  com- 
plained of.  This  is  the  true  reafon  why  fonie  of  thofe  decla- 
rations appear  to  be  limitted  in  their  expre/Tion  ;  and  excludes 
every  inference  againft  the  generality  of  the  propodtions^ 
which  are  fairly  deducible  from  the  fame  principles  of  reafon, 
and  of  law. 

But,  Sir,  though  I  avoid  detaining  the  Houfe«  by  en- 
tering more  particularly  into  the  reafonings  on  this  fubjedl:, 
I  cannot  difmifs  it,  without  taking  fome  notice  of  a  mptt  no- 
vel and  dangerous  doftrine,  which  has  proceeded  from  fo  rc- 
fpei^able  an  authority,  that  it  demands  our  moft  ferious  at- 
tention. It  has  been  afTcrted  by  the  highcft  law  authority  in 
this  Houfc,  **  That  the  raifmg  or  keeping  an  army  even  with- 
in this  kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  authority  of 
Parliament,  unconne£ted  with  the  illegal  purpofes  to  which,'' 
he  admits,  ^^  it  had  been  perverted,  was  not  fimply,  and  in 
itfelf  unlawful,  before  the  paffing  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  at  the 
Revolution,  and  therefore  that  the  claufe  in  that  ftatute,  which 
declares  it  to  be  fo,  created  a  liew  law,  and  did  not  merely  de- 
clare an  antient  fundamental  principle  of  the  conftitution." 
If  this  be  true  of  that  claufe.  Sir,  it  may  as  well  be  applied 
to  every  other  in  the  Bill  of  Rights  :  and  the  confequende  of 
that  doiftrine  will  be,  that  all  the  privileges  there  aflerted  to 
be  the  ancient  rights  of  the  fabjeft,  were  not  in  truth  fo,  but 
were  new  acquifitions,  or  generous  gifts  at  the  Revolution  : 
and  that  the  declarations  and  provifions  of.  that  excellent  law 
are  not  to  be  exttrnded  beyond  the  worJ.i  of  it,  or  applied  to 
other  cafes  deducibfe  from  the  fame  principles  of  theconftitu- 
tion,  which  they  certainly  flhould  be,  in  the  moft  liberal  man- 
ner, if  it  is  merely  declaratory  of  the  common  law,  and  an- 
cient conftitution  of  the  kingdom. 

But,  independent  of  all  other  reafonings,  the  clear  and  un- 
ambiguous words  of  the  law  itfelf,  give  the  moil  docifive  re- 
futation to  fo  ftrangc  a  doftrine.  If  there  is  any  one  ftatute 
in  the  whole,  book  which  is.  more  clearly  and  pre-eminently 
declaratory  of  the  antient  law  than  all  others,  it  is  certainly 
the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  preamble  recites,  "  That  the  late 
King^  James,  by  the  affiftance  of  evil  counfellors,  did  en- 
deavour to  fubvert  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom,'* 
in  fevcral  particulars,  which  are  there  reciteJ  ;  all  which  j^re 
affirmed  to  be  "  directly  contrary  to  the  known  laws  and  fta- 
tutes  of  the  realm."  Contrar)'  to  what  laws,  Sir  ?  Surely 
jiot  to  thofc  which  they  were  then  going  to  niake ;  but  to 
thofe  antientj  and^  in  the  wpids  of  the.  aft,  known  laws^ 

which 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1775, 

wliich  extfted  at  the  time,  and  long  before  the  iriolattons 
compla^ined  of.  The  zSt  then  goes  on  to.  fay,  that  the  Lords 
arid  Comoions,  *^  for  aflerting  their  antient  rights  and  li« 
berties  do  declare,"  feveral  particalars,  and  amongft  the  reft, 
**  that  raiiing  or  keeping  a  ftanding  army  within  the  king- 
dom, in  time  of  peace,  unlefs  with  confent  of  Parliament,  is 
againft  law^"  aqd  they  *^  claim  and  infill  upon  all  the  pre- 
niifes  as  their  undoubted  rights  and  liberties  ;"  and  it  »  de- 
clared and  cnaded,  that  all  the  rights  and  liberties  fo^claimed 
**  are  the  true,  antient,  and  indubitable  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people  of  this  kingdom/'  Thefe  words,  Sir,  arc  too 
ftrong  and  clear  to  need  a  comment ;  apd  on  them,  with  con- 
fidence, I  reft  this  matter  in  difpute. 

I  muft  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  word  or  two  on  another  very    | 
ftrange  argument,  indeed,  which  fecmed  to  be  ufed  yefterday 
wid>  a  fort  of  triumph,  [by  the  Solicitor  General,  and  others] 
and  has  been  repeated  in  the  cour(e  of  this  day*s  debate,  though 
with  fonie  attempts  to  foften  it  a  little,  and  take  ofF  from  that 
glaring  abfurdity  which  has  already  been  fo  ably  expofed  : 
this.  Sir,  is  the  comparifon  that  has  been  made  between 
this  American  war,  and  fome  others  in  our  hiftorv,  which 
though  they  were  blundering  and  onfuccefsful  in  tne  begin- 
ning, were  gj^lorious  and  profperous  in  the  erent ;  from  whence 
the  ftrange  mference  has  been  drawn,  that  becaufe  this  has 
been  at  leaft  equally  blundering,  and  unfortunate  in  its  out* 
fet,  it  fhould   therefore  be  fimilar  in   its  future  glory  and 
fuccefs  ?  and  the  much  ftranger  confequence,  that  we  ought 
,to  purfue  the  fame  kind  of  meafures  that  have  proved  fo  un- 
fortunate, and  continue  to  place  our  confidence  in  the  fame 
men  who  have  been  guilty  of  thofe  blunders  and  miftakes. 
A  right  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  early  in  this  day's 
debate,  [Mr.  Stanley]  endeavoured  to  ftate  this  with  more 
appearance  of  reafon  thus — I.  do  not  profefs.  Sir,  to  repeat 
his  very  words,  but  I  believe  I  can  be  pretty  exa£l  as  to  the 
fubftance  :    *^  It  is  not,  faid  he,  fo  abfurd  and  ridiculous  to 
alledge,  that,  becaufe  we  had  Aot  Lift  year  full  information, 
becaufe  we  had  reafon  to  truft  to  appearances  and  probabili- 
ties that  have  deceived  us,  becaufe  trufting  to  them  we  had 
i^ot  a  force  fufficient  nor  efficacioufiy  employed,  we  are  not 
therefore  to  infer,  that  when  we  have  full  information  whea 
thofe  errors  we  were  led  into  are  redtfied,  and  a  fufficient 
force  ia  efficacioufiy  employed,  our  meafures  fiiould  not  be 
attended  with  more  profperous.  fuccefs."     I  do  hot  contend. 
Sir,  for  that  inference  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  a  redification  of  our  late  errors  and  blunciers, 
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and  total  change  o#  our  meafures,  adopted  upon  full  Ihfor* 
inarion,'  would  be  attended  with  a  profperous  and  happy 
event:  but.  Sir,  I  do  contend  for  the  inference  from  theie 
premifai,  that  we  are  not  to  truft  the  fame  men  who  have  fo 
blundered  and  been  deceived,  or  purfue,  ^ven  to  a  greater 
cztenfy  the  fatne  meafures  that  have  nearly  undone  ua. 

Let  meaflc  theright  honourable  gentleman  and  his  friends^ 
why  had  they  not  f^ll  information  in  matters  of  fuch  impor- 
tance ?  Why  did  they  truft  to  uncertain  appearances  and  pro- 
babilities that  have  deceived  them,  when  the  fate  of  the  em- 
pire was  at  ftake  ?  If  they  judged  forte  neceflary,  why  had 
tbey  not  a  fufficient  force  i  And  why  was  not  that  force  ef« 
ficacioufly  emploved?  Are  thofe  men  fit  for  the  manage- 
ment of  great  affairs,  who  negleA  the  means  of  informatioa 
that  are  in  their  power  ?  Art  minifbrs  equal  to  the  govern* 
ment  of  a  great  empire,  who  truft  the  fate  of  it  to  deceitful 
appoorances  and  the  chapter  of  accidents  I  Or,  ought  they 
to  be  trufted  with  the  direAion  of  fleets  and  armies,  who  do 
not  know  what  f»rce  is  fufficient  for  their  own  plans  and 
defigns,  or  how  it  (hould  he  moft  cfFedually  employed  ? 

i  (hall  now.  Sir,  entreat  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe^ 
while  I  ihte,  as  (hortly  as  I  can,  fome  of  the  reafons  why  I 
am  againft  the  whole  of  this  fanguinary  addrefs ;  and  why 
I)  for  one,  cannot  confent,  to  pledge  myfelf  for  the  truth  of 
propofitions^  refpeding  which  I  have  no  evidence  or  infor- 
matioR  before  me;  and  the  approbation  of  meafures,  which 
I,  from  my  foul,  deteft  and  abhor.  I  fhall  not  enter  into  the 
particulars  of  the  fpeech  or  addrefs,  which  have  been  fo  ably 
obfervcd  upon,  in  the  courfe  of  two  long  days  debate,  I 
oppofe,  ^ir,  the  whole  principle  of  the  addrefs ;  becaufe  the 
avowed  tendency  of  it,  is  to  plunge  us  ftili  deeper  in  anun- 
happy  civil  war,  and  to  pledge  us  to  fupport  a  fyftem  of  mea*  * 
fures,  which  appear  to  me,  to  threaten  ruin  and  deftru£^ion 
to  this  devoted  country.  J  am  againft  the  prefent  war.  Sir, 
becaufe  I  think  it  unjuft  in  its  commencement,  injurious  to 
both  countries  in  its^pfofecution,  and  ruinous  in  its  event/ 
It  is  ftaking  the  fate  of  a  great  empire  againft  a  fhadow. 
The  quarrel  which  occaitoned  it,  took  its  rife  from  the  af- 
fertionof  a  right,  at  beft  but  doubtful  in  itfelf;  a  right, 
from  whence  the  warmeft  advocates  for  it,  have  long  been 
forced  to  admit,  that  this  country  can  never  derive  a  iingle 
{hilling  of  advantage.  In  fpite  of  all  the  fophiftry  that 
has  beeii  ufed,  and  all  the  declamation  we  have  heard  on  the 
dignity  of  this  country  and  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
the  right  of  taxation  is  4be  only  real  and  original  fubjefl  -of 
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the  difpute  between  Great  Britain  and  bei*  Colonies.    1  his 
doubtful  and  unprofitable  right,  has   been  attempted  to  be 
afTerted  and  enforced  by  a  feries  of  laws,  the  moil;  oppref- 
five,  the  raoft  violent,  the  moft  arbitrary,  unjuft  and  tyran- 
nical, that  ever  difgraced  the  annals  of  any  civilized  nation 
upon  earth.     I  will  not  now.  Sir,  enter  into  the  particulars 
of  thefelaws,  but  I  mean  the  whole  fyftem  of  American  le- 
giflation,   from   the  Boftdn  Port  bill    to  the  prefent   time. 
This  fyftem  of  laws,  Sir,   has  produced  its  natural  efFed  ; 
it  has  driven  your  colonies  into  rebellion,  and  we  are  now 
called  upon,  to  concur  in  exerting  the  whole  power  of  this 
nation,  in  enforcing   by   blood  and  deflrudion  that  unjuft 
and  arbitrary  fyftem.     Theinjuflice  of  thefe  meafures  alone 
would  be  fufticient  to  determine  me,  againft  giving  them  ap-  j 
probation  or  fupport.     But  when  I  confider  the  inevitable 
confequences  of  them,  I  am  ftill  more  ftrongly  confirmed  in 
that  opinion.     The  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  is,  of  all 
others,   in   its   nature,    the  moft  ruinous  and    deftruflive. 
Whatever  may  be  the  event,  wc  muft  be  the  fuffisrers;  for  fuch 
is  the   unhappy  nature  of  the  conteft,  that  the  loiles  and 
mifchiefs  of  both  fides  muft  ultimately  fall  upon  us.     Whofe 
treafures  will  be  exhaufted  by  the  expence  ?     Whofe  com- 
•   merce  will  be  ruined  and  deftroyed  ?     The  blood  of  whofe 
fubjefts  will  be  fpilt,  but  thofe  of  the  Britifli  empire  ?    If 
fuch  are  the  prefent  efieSs  of  this  war,  the  event  muft  be 
ftill  more  fatal  to  this  kingdom.     Let  us  confider  it.    Sir, 
upon  either  fuppofition  of  fuccefs  or  difappointment,  of  con- 
queft  or  defeat.     The  prefent  fituation  of  the  colonies,  their 
.union,  their  condu£t,  {heir  enthufiaftic  fpirit  of  liberty,  and 
the  fatal  experience  of  the  laft  campaign,  has  fully  convin- 
ced every  man,  even  the  moft  fanguine,  that  we  cannot  ex- 
pert bloodlefs  laurels,  or  an  eafy  conqueft.     We  muft    lay 
our  accounts  for  the  moft  alarming  and  dangerous  refiftance ; 
and  if  a  full  exertion  of  all  the  powers  and  refources  of  this 
kingdom,  which  I  am  far  from  thinking  the  moft  probable 
.    event,  (hould  at  length,  after  a  long  and  obftinate  conteft, 
in  which  both  fides  will    be  almoft  equally  exhaufted,  pre- 
vail over  every  effort  of  liberty,  reduce  the  colonies  to  a  for- 
ced fubmiffion,  and  compleat  the  conqueft  of  America;      in 
what  refpe<^  {hall  we  be  gainers  by  fuch  a  conqueft  ?   What 
ihall  we  acquire  at  fuch  an  expence,  but  the  empty  aftertion 
of  an  unprofitable  fovereignty   over  defolated  provinces,   or 
a  few  miferable  flaves  ?    Inftead  of  thofe  flourifliing  domi- 
nions, the  wealth  and  commerce  of  which  has  rendered    us 
the  greatcft  nation  in  the  world,  we  ih^ll  find  ourfelves 
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poffcffcd  of  a  vaft  tcrritoij,  which  drained  of  the  fources, 
from  whence  that  greatnefs  flowed,  that  communicated  it- 
fclffo  plentifully  to  us,  will  benotonlyufelefsand  unprofitable, 
but  borthenfome  and  deftrudive  -,  acquired  by  violence  and 
force,  it  cannot  be  preferved  but  by  the  fame  means  ;  and 
our  acknowledged  revenues,  muft  be  ftill  further  drained,  by 
theconftant  expence  of  fleets  and  armies,  to  fupport  our 
unjuft  authority,  and  to  defend  from  foreign  invafion  thofe 
provinces,  which  we  (hall  have  deprived  of  the  means  of  de- 
fending themfelves.  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  happv  confequences 
that  we  may  expe&l  from  the  moft  profperous  Uicccfs. 

But  fuppofe  for  a  moment  the  event  ihould  be  different ; 
fjppofe  the  extent  and  natural  advantaees  of  their  country, 
their  diftance  from  us,  that  union  which  our  meafures  have 
produced,  and  above  all  that  ardour  of  liberty,  that  enthufi- 
aftic  and  defperate  fpirit,  which  our  injuftice  and  oppreffion 
have  excited,  (hould  carry  the  Americans  through  the  dread* 
folftniggle  with  fuccefs,  and  enable  them  in  the 'end  to 
baffle  and  defeat  the  utmoft  exertions  of  their  infatuated 
and  deluded  country.  In  the  courfc  and  event  of  fuch  a 
^gg'^  ^  ^  poffible  to  fuppofe  that  America,  will  not  fol- 
low the  dangerous  example  which  we  are  going  to  fet  her,  of 
having  recourfe  to  foreign  affiftance;  that  in  the  future 
eftabJiOiment  of  her  commerce,  fhe  will  not  rive  the  pre- 
ference to  any  nation  jn  Europe,  over  that  which  has  at- 
tempted to  enflave  and  deftroy  her,  and  has  ,not  defifted 
ftom  the  unnatural  attempt,  till  after  the  utmoft,  though  in- 
effeAoai  exertion  of  all  her  power  and  refources  i  In  what 
fituation  will  Great  Britain  then  find  herfelf  ?  Her  colonies 
will  not  only  be  totally  loft  to  her,  but,  at  leaft  as  to  the 
benefits  of  their  commerce,  thrown  into  the  hands  of  other 
powers,  moft  probably  her  natural  enemies.  Reduced  to 
ber  infular  dominions  ;    curtailed  in   her  /commerce  j    the 

:  principal  iburce  of  her  wealth  and  naval  power  transferred 
ii)to  the  hands  of  her  enemies  ^  her  blood  and  treafures 
exhaufted  5  her  revenues  leflened  ;   opprefled  with   an  enor- 

1   fflous  debt ;  and  debilitated  with  unfuccefsful  exertions  ;    flie 

will  lofe  her  power  and  confequence  in  the  fyftem  of  Europe^ 

and  be  expofed  alnfoft  a  defencelefs  prey  to  the  fir^  neighs 

bour  who  fhall  chufe  to  invade  her. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  confequences  which  muft  enfue  from 

!   the  meafures  we  are  now  called  upon  to  approve  and  fupport. 

I   Whether  they  are  followed  by  defeat  or  fuccefs,  they  will  al- 

j  moft  with  equal  certainty,  deffat>y  the  power,  the  glory,  the 
happinefs  of  this  oxKe  great  s^nd  flouciihing  eminre.    It  it 
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IDy  opinion  that  we  cannot  conquer  America ;  I  have  not 
a  doubt,  that  we  cannot  acquire  or  maii>caifi  a  beneficial 
fovereignty  over  her  by  violence  and  force. 

But,  ihall  we  give  up  our  colonies  without  a  ftruggle  ; 
without  an  attempt  to  preferve  our  dominion  over  them? 
That,  Sir,  is  not  my  opinion  ;  I  think  we  fiiall  lofe  that 
dominion,  I  am  fure  we  (hall  lofe  all  benefit  from  it  by  op- 
preffion, violence  and  war;  but  it  may  fiill  be  preferved  by 
juftice,  moderation  and  peace.  The  Americans,  it  is  faid^ 
-will  be  fatisfied  with  nothing  lefs  than  abfolute  independence. 
They  do  not  fay  fo  themfelves.  Sir ;  they  have  faid  the  di- 
rect contrary,  ^^  Reftore  the  ancient  conftitutioaof  the  em- 
pire, under  which  all  parts  of  it  have  flourifhed  ;  place  us 
in  the  fitua^ion  we  were  in  the  year  fixty-three,  and  we  will 
fubmit  to  yo(|r  regulations  of  commerce,  and  ^turn  to  our 
obedience,  and  CQnftitutional  fubjedion."  This,  Sir,  is  the 
language  of  the  Americans. 

Is  this  a  claini  of  abfolute  independence  i  Where  they 
independent  of  this  country  in  the  year  fixty -three,  or  at 
any  preceding  period  i  Will  any  gentleman  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe  fi(c  up  and  fay  that  they  were  ?  If  they 
were  not,  they  do  not  now  claim  to  be  fo.  If  they  were  then 
independent,  it  was  in  that  ftate,  that  thofe  advantages  of 
wealth  and  power  flowed  from  them,  which  raifed  us  but 
a  few  years  ago  to  the  greateft  height  of  eminence  and  glory, 
and  fet  us  at  the  head  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  But 
our  minifters  tell  us  they  will  not  in  truth  be  content  witt| 
what  they  themfelves  have  profe0ed  to  demand.  Have  yoii 
tried  them?  M^ke  the  experimept.  Take  them  at  their 
word.  Repeal  the  aAs  that  have  pafled  fince  fucty^hrec^ 
and  put  them  on  the  footing  of  their  old  fyftem  of  colonial 
adminiftration.  Surely,  Sir,  it  is  a  lefs  expenfive  and  dange* 
rous  experiment,  than  that  which  we  are  now  h  ftrongly  ur- 
ged to  make.  If  it  (hould  fail.  Sir,  how  are  we  injured  i 
Will  our  blood  be  fpilt  by  it  ?  Will  our  treafurcs  be  ex* 
baufted  ?  Will  our  ftrength  or  our  refources  be  the  lefs  ? 
If  the  Americans  (hould  recede  from  their  own  propofals  | 
if  they  will  be  content  with  nothing  lefs  than  an  indepen- 
dence equally  oppofite  to  the  true  intereft  of  both  countries; 
you  may  then  have  recourfe  to  war,  if  it  (hould  then  be 
thought  advifeable  $  and  you  will  do  it  with  the  advantage 
of  a  united  infteaid^of  a  divided  people  at  home.  The  co- 
lonies will  not  have  a  fingle  friend  on  this  fide  the  Atlantic  ; 
fbere  will  not  be  a  fingle  man  who  will  riot  think  their  refift^ 
pnce  a  moft  unnatural  and  unjaftifiable  rebellion  i  inftead  of 
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thinking  t^em^a^  I  now  do,  fron)  the  bottom  of  my  foul,  en^ 
gaged  in  a  noble  and  glorious  ftruggle,  everi  if  it  (bould  be 
carried  on  with  a  miltaken  zea),  fgr  v/hat  they  conceive  to 
be  their  liberties,  and  the  natxiral  righls  of  mankitid. 

I  beg  pardon,  Sir  for  having  trcfpafled  fo  long  on  the  inr 
dulgence  of  the  Houfe ;  I  did  not  rife  from  the  hope  of 
.convincing  any  one  member,  mu.ch  lefs  from  an  expedation 
that  any  thing  I  could  fay,  would  be  worthy  of  their  atten- 
tion. •  am  confcious.  Sir,  of  my  own  inability  to  treat  (o 
great  a  fubje^l  as  it  deferves  ;  but  I  could  not  be  eafy  ii^ 
my  '>wn  mind,  without  entering  the  {Irongefl:  and  moft  pub- 
lic proteftation?  againi]:  ineafurcs  which  appear  to  me  to 
be  draught  with  the  deftru£tion  and  downfall  of  this  mighty 
empire.  I  wafh  my  hands  of  the  blood  of  my  fellow  Tub* 
jcAs  ^  and  (ha!l  at  leaft  have  this  fatisfadi^n,  amidft  the 
innpending  caLm'ties  of  the  public,  not  only  to  think  that 
I  have  not  ronnibuted  to^  but  that  I  have  done  all  in  my 
power   to  oppofvi  and  avert  the  ruin  of  my  country. 

Sir  GUijert  Eifiot  defended   Lord  North   from  %hfi  attack  Sir C//J<r» 
piatle  on  his  indolence  and  inactivity  5  and  befide$  arguing  in"^^*^' 
fuppnrt  of  his  Lordfhip's  conciliatory  propofition  of  laft  y*ar>   .        , 
faid,  he  would  not  give   his  confent  to  the  fending  a  large 
armament  to  America,  without  f^^nding  at  the  fame  time  tef:m$ 
pf  accommodation. 

Mr  Ri^hy.  He  rallied  Colonel  Barre  upon  his  numerous  Mr.  J^i^ 
acquaintance.  He  faid  he  vras  always  much  pleafed  and  en- 
tertained with  the  ftories  of  that  honourable  gentleman ;,  nay, 
he  was  even  entertained  with  the  hiftory  that  gentleman  had 
given  of  his  own  life  the  day  before,  though  he  muft  own 
that  it  came  with  the  feweft  graces  from  a  perfon's  own  mouth* 
He  then  made  an  avowal  of  his  principles,  and  declared  he 
voted  for  the  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  merely  becaufe  it  was  to 
fan6tify  coercive  meafures.  He  faid  he  was  firmly  of  opinion 
that  America  muft  be  conquered,  and  that  the  prefent  re* 
beilion  muft  be  cruflied^  ere  the  difpute  would  be  ended. 
That  there  were  faults  fomewhere,  but  did  not  know  whe- 
ther they  were  in  the  department  of  the  fea  or  land.  That 
as  to  reconciliatory  plans,  he  was  as  much  for  them  as  any 
man  ;  declared  he  did  not  wiih  to  fight  for  a  paltry  tea  duty: 
but  wj&ed  to  be  underftpod,  that  in  faying  fo,  he  did  not 
by  any  means  give  up  the  right  of  taxation,  although  it  . 
might  not  be  politic  to  infift  on  it  at  prefent  ;  and  he  quoted 
the  authority  of  Lord  Chatham^  to  prove  that  it  was  a  doc- 
trine held  in  the  Houfe  ten  years  ago,  and  that  the  Earl 
bad  himfelf,  when  minifler,  declared  the  Americaas  fliould 
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not  manufacture,  that  they  ftiould  not  make  a  horfe-nail. 
He  concluded  with  hoping  the  minifter  would  aft  with 
becoming  vigour  in  America,  and  he  doubted  not  of  fuccefs. 
He  defcribed  the  prefent  fituation  of  America  in  very  ftrong 
terms,  faying,  that  there  now  exiftcd  in  that  country  a  fyfteni 
of 'tyranny  that  difgraced  ufurpation. 
Mr.  Demp'  Mr.  Dcmpjier.  I  do  not  rife,  Sir,  to  trouble  the  houfc 
M*  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  qucftion  more  immediately  under  its 

confideration.  The  noble  lord  [Lord  North]  who  fpoke  fomc 
time  ago^  has  in  my  opinion  concluded  that  matter  fully 
and  defirably.  He  has  declared  his  willingnefs  to  accept  of 
an  indemnity,  if  the  legality  of  the  meafure  of  introducing 
foreign  troops  into  our  diftant  garrifons  and  forts  fhall  appear 
doubtful  to  the  Houfe.  The  expediency  of  that  meafure 
nobody  has  difputed,  its  legality  alone  is  called  in  qucftion, 
and  in  my  opinion  very  juftlv  fo  ;  but  as  this  point  will  be 
fettled  by  an  aft  of.  indemnity,  what  more  can  be  faid  ? 
What  more  can  we  dcfire  ?  the  bufinefs  is  concluded. 

But,  Sir,  I  am  induced,  diough  at  a  late  hour  of  the 
night,  to  fay  a  few  words  on  fomcthing  that  fell  from  the 
fame  noble  Lord,  and  that  has  fincc  fallen  from  other  gen-, 
tlemen  of  great  weight  and  authority  in  this  Houfc,  from 
what  they  have  faid,  Sir,  a  ray  of  comfort  breaks  in  upon 
us.  That  darlc  and  portentous  cloud  that  has  hung  fo  long 
over  Great  Britain  and  America,  fraught  with  numbcrlefs  ills 
to  both,  begins  to  break  and  clear  up.  Witiiin  this  half  hour 
I  am  induced  to  entertain  a  hope,  to  which  I  have  been  long 
a  ftranger,  daat  there  will  be  an  end  to  bloodfhed,  and  that 
peace,  harmony,  and  happinefs,  may  be  again  reftored  to 
this  diftrafted  empire. 

To  forward  this  moft  defirable  objeft,  as  far  as  lies  in  my 
power,  is  my  fole  motive  for  faying  a  very  few  words. 

The  noble  Lord  has  difclaimed  any  intention  of  enflaving 
America.  He  has  gone  fo  far  as  to  fay  that  he  would  not 
objeft  to  reftoring  her  to  the  footing  on  which  (he  ftood  in 
the  year  1763,  was  there  a  probability  of  America  being 
now  ffitisfied  with  tjiis  conceffion, 

Another  right  honourable  gendeman  [Mr.  Rigby]  of 
great  abilities,  and  a  leader  of  no  inconliderablc  party  in 
tiiis  Houfe,  has  juft  now  declared  that  he  will  not  fight  with 
America  for  a  paltry  duty  ppon  tea.  And  a  third  right 
honourable  gentleman  [Sir  Gilbert  Elliot]  not  Ihort  of  the 
former  in  confideration  and  weight  among  us,  has  exprcflly 
^ifirmcd,   that  he  will  not  confent  to   an  armament  failing 
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againft  America,  unlefs  the  fame  fleet  (hall  citfrv  readfonabtfl 
oiFers  6f  accomodation  .to  that  quarter  of  the  globe. 

There  appears,  for  the  firft  time,  by  what  has  fallen  from 
thofe  three  noble  and  honourable  perfons,  a  difpofition  to  re- 
linquifli  the  great  bone  of  contention  between  our  colonies 
and  their  parent  ftate  ;  I  mean,  Sir,  tlie  excrcife  of  the  rig^t 
of  taxing  them,  unreprefented  as  they  are,  in  Parliament.  I 
hope,  Sir,  the  Houfe  will  revert  to  our  ancient  fyftcm  of 
governing  the  colonies ;  for  till  we  abandon  this  new-fangled 
fyftcm  of  taxing  them  hercj  a  fyftcm  no  older  than  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  laft  war,  I  will  venture  to  affirm  that  no  coer- 
cive meafures  (hort  of  extermination,  will  ever  compel  the 
Americans  to  fubmit  to  it. 

There  is  no  fubjeft  on  which  I  have  employed  more  rc- 
fle&ion,  than  on  the  grounds  of  our  prefent  difpute  with 
America  ;  the  refult  has  been  an  opinion  by  which  I  believe 
I  ftiall  abide  as  long  as  I  breathe  ;  it  is.  Sir,  that  in  my 
confcience  I  think  the  claim  of  the  Americans  is  juft  and' 
well  founded,  to  be  left  in  the  free  exercife  of  the  right  of 
taxing  themfelves  in  her  feveral  provincial  aiTemblies,  in  the 
fame  manner  that  Ireland  now  does  and  always  has  done. 
By  this  beautiful  part  of  our  conftitution,  our  wife  anceftors 
have  bound  together  the  different  and  diftant  parts  of  this 
mighty  empire  ;  by  this  {ingle  principle,  heretofore  invio- 
late, they  have  diffufed  in  a  moftr  unexampled  manner  the 
bleffings  of  liberty  and  good  government  through  our  re- 
moteft  provinces.  Look,  Sir,  mto  the  hiftory  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  other  ftates,  of  the  Roman  provinces  in  ancient 
time ;  of  the  French,  Spanifh,  Dutch  and  Turkifh  provinces 
of  more  modem  date,  and  you  will  find  every  page  of  it 
ftained  with  afts  of  opprcffive  violence,  of  cruelty,  injuftice 
and  peculation  :  but  in  the  Britilh  provinces,  die  annual 
meetings  of  their  little  affemblies  have  conftantly  reftrained 
the  deipotifm,  and  correfted  tlie  follies  of  their  governors ; 
they  watch  over  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  from  time 
to  time  ena£t  fuch  falutary  regulations  as  tend  to  promote 
their  happinefs  and  well  being.  And  what.  Sir,  I  befeech 
you,  could  infure  the  regular  meeting  of  thofe  affemblies, 
ever  troublesome  to  governors,  but  their  retaining  in  their 
own  hands,  like  us  at  home,  the  power  of  granting  the  funds 
neccffary  for  defraying  the  current  expence  of  government. 
Were  your  provincial  aflemblies  depnved  of  this  power,  I 
cannot  fee  wherein  the  government  of  America  would  differ 
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from  that  of  Indoftan.  And  has  our  enquiries,  in  a  former 
feflion,  into  the  adminiftration  of  Bengal,  made  us  in  love 
with  the  eaftern  fpecies  of  government  i  Do  we  feriotrfly* wifli 
to  tranfplant  the  rapine  and  cruelties  of  India  to' America  ? 

But  now,  Sif,  that  this  fyftem  is  given  up  to  our  cdonies, 
peace  will,  I  hope,  fpeedily  follow  the  concelfion. 

I  cannot.  Sir,  but  commend,  in  the  warmeft  terms,  the 
intention  exprefled  by  our  gracious  Sovereign  in  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  of  fending  a  commiffion  to  America  to  cm- 
power  perfons  on  the  fpot,  to  receive  fubmiffions,  to  remove 
oppreffive  reftriftions,  and  to  grant  pardons  and  other  in- 
dulgences to  our  fellow  citizens  acrofs  the  Atlantic^  There 
is  but  one  ftep  more  neceffary  to  be  taken,  and  peace  Will,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  be  certain  and  infallible  ;  and  in  relation 
to  that  ftep  alone  have  I  ventured  to  rife  on  the  prefcnt  oc- 
cafion.  It  has  already  been  touched  upon  by  an  honourable 
gentleman  [Mr.  James  Grenville]  who  always  expreflfes  him- 
felf  with  elegance  and  propriety.  The  point  I  mean.  Sir, 
is  that  his  Majefty^s  commiffioners  may  be  impowered  to  treat 
with  the  congrefs.  I  am  convinced,  Sir,  that  Amerura  will 
not  liftento  a  treaty  through  any  otiier  mediuni ;  it  ftands  to 
reafon  and  common  fenfe  me  will  not ;  for  Ae  congrefs  is  not 
only  the  fole  exifting  power  at  this  moment  in  America,  but 
it  is  to  the  union  formed  by  means  of  the  congrefs  that  Ame- 
rica owes  its  ftrength,  and  its  formidable  power  of  refiftance ; 
without  fuch  an  union  twelve  wide-fpread,  far-diftant  pro- 
vinces, thinly  peopled  and  individually  weak,  could  never  aft 
Ivith  efFeft  in  defence  of  wliat  they  think  their  violated  rights'; 
nor  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  they  will  diflblve  this  firm  bond  of 
union,  till  their  grievances  are  redreffed. 

Might  I  then  be  permitted  very  humbly  to  join  my  feeble 
voice  to  the  honourable  gentleman's  before  alluded  to,  and 
entreat  the  miniftry  that  no  falfe  pride,  no  mifplaced  idea  of 
dimity  and  authonty  may  induce  them  to  forbid  the  com- 
miffioners from  treating  for  and  feeking  peace  where  alone 
peace  may  be  found.  Let  the  commiffioners  be  vefted  with 
difcretionary  powers,  and  left  at  leaft  without  an  exprefs  pro- 
hibition to  treat  with  that  body ;  or  let  fome  means  be  de- 
vifed  of  legalizii^  a  congrefs,  by  calling  one  pro  re  nataMndcr 
his  Majefty's  authority. 

The  commiffioners  will.  Sir,   I  hope,    be  well   chofcn, 
will  be  men  of  rank  and  charafter,  men  of  known  attachment 
to  the  conftitution,  and  men  known  and  revered  for  fervices 
done  to  their  country ;  and  neither  too  much  attached  to  Bri- 
tain 
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tain  nor  America^  but,  if  ^poffible,  impartial  in  dicir  opinion 
concerning  the  prefent  conteft. 

When  men  fuch  as  I  hare  defcribed,  giving  wei^t  and 
dignity  tp  the  commiffion  they  bear,  come  to  treat  and  to 
reaibn  with  the  Americans,  much  may  be  urged  to  quiet 
their  jcaloulies  and  apprehenfions,  and  to  bring  them  back 
to  their  wonted  allegiance  to  the.  King,  and  fubordination  to 
this  country.     They  may  be  told.  Sir,  and  told  with  truths 
that  Parliament  is  not  fo  determinedly  obftinatc*on  the  mea- 
fure  of  taxation  as  they  apprehend.     They  may  be  reminded 
that  if  Parliament  taxed  them  in  the  year  1764,  the  fame 
Parliament,  folding  this  well-meant  but  injudicious  meafure 
offenfiye  to  Amenca,  repeale<l  the  tax  in  the  year  1 765. 
They  may  be  told  that  on  the  memorable  occafion  of  repeal- 
ing the  ftamp  aft,  their  great  champion,  the  Earl  of  (Chat- 
ham, laid  the  claim  «f  America  only  to  an  exemption  from 
internal  taxation.     They  may  be  alfo  jtold  that  tlie  feven  or 
eight  duties  afterwards  impofed,  were  not  internal  taxes,  but 
external  port-duties  on  foreign  commodities.     And  yet  in 
confoquence  of  thofe  external  duties  being  difagrceaole  to 
Amenca,  they  were  all  repealed,  except  this  miferable  three- 
penny duty  upon  tea.     And  when  to  thofe  arguments  the 
comitiiiEonerscan  add,  that  Parliament,  even  on  this  Jaft  ar- 
ticle, is  difpofed  to  relax,  I  can  hardly  doubt  of  their  fuccefs. 
I  already  fee  peace  and  harmony  reftored !  I  fee  the  two  coun- 
tries, like  two  friends  who  have  quarrelled,  returning  with 
eagemefs  to  their  ancient  habits  of  friendfhip,  and  cement- 
ing more  clofely  than  before  their  ufeful  connexion  and  af- 
feftionate  union  !  How  ardently.  Sir,  this  is  my  wifh,  let  the 
trouble  I  have  now  ventured  to  give  you  this  night,  bear  wit- 
nefs,  if  the  uniformity  of  my  conduft  for  eleven  years  that 
this  unhappy  conteft  has  fubfifted,  fliould  not  be  a  fuiSScient 
tcftimony  of  my  lincerity. 

Sir  George  Yonge  moved,  that  this  Houfe  immediately  take  Sir  Gtorgt 
into  their  confideration,  the  meafure  of  introducing  foreign  ^««X«- 
troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  without  the  previous  confent  of  Parliament.* 

Mr.  Powys  withdrew  his  motion  of  recommitment,  and  fc- 
conded  this.  * 

i\t  near  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Houfe  divided  upon 
Sir  George  Yonge's  motion.     For  1172,  againft  it  176. 

LorB  T^orth  then  moved  for  **  Leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  LmiNmh^ 
empower  his  Majefty   to  call  out  a  militia  when  a  rebellion 

Vol.  Ill,  L  appeared 


This  motion  is  net  in  the  votes. 
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appeared  in  anjr  part  of  his  dominions  ;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

A  petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commons, 
of  the  city  of  London,  in  Common  Council  aiTembled,  was 
prefented  and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  faid  court,  having 
t;tkeo  into  its  moft  ferious  confideration  the  prefent  diftrefled 
fttuation  of  our  fellow  fubjeds  in  America,  are  exceedingly 
alarmed  for  the  confequences  of  tfaofe  coercive  meafures  which 
are  purfuing  againft  them,  meafures  that  muft,  notwith(hind* 
in  the  great  uncertainty  of  their  fuccefs,  eventually  be  produc- 
tive of  new  and  more  burthenfome  taxes,  the  increafe  of  an 
enormous  national  debt,  and  finally,  we  fear,  the  lots  of  the 
moft  valuable  branch  of  our  commerce,  on  which  the  exift- 
cnce  of  an  infinite  number  of  induftrious  manufa<9urers  and 
mechanics  entirely  depends  ;  and  that,  his  Mzjcfty  having 
been  gracioufly  pleafed,  in  unfwerto  a  late  humble  and  duti- 
ful addrefs  and  petition  to  the  throne,  praying  a  cefiation  of 
I  hoftilities  with  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  time, 

and  thereby  giving  an  opportunity  for  a  happy  and  lafting 
reconciliation  with  his  Majefty's  American  colonies,  to  de« 
clare  that  he  Ihall  abide  by  the  fenfeof  his  Parliament,  the  faid 
court  conceive  it  to  be  their  indifpenfable  duty,  thus  early  in 
the  fcifion,  in  the  moll  refpedful  manner,  to  apply  to  the 
Houfe,  to  adopt  fuch  meafures,  for  the  healing  of  the  prefent 
unhappy  difputes  between  the  mother  country  and  the  colo- 
nies, as  may  be  fpeedy,  permanent,  and  honourable. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.   ' 
O^foher  28. 

Addrefs  prelTented. 

7'he  humble  Addrtfi  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  the  Kingm 
Afoji  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

WE,  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubJeAs,  the 
Commons  of  Great-Britain  in  Parliament  afiembled,  beg 
leave  to  return  your  Majefty  the  humble  thanks  of  this  Houfe, 
for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

Permit  us,  bir,  to  aflure  your  Majefty,  that  we  have  long 
Ijmented  the  condition  of  our  unhappy  fellow  fubjefls  in  Ame- 
rica; feduiccd  from  their  allegiance  by  the  groflcft  mifreprefcn- 
tations  and  the  moft  wicked  and  infidious  pretences,  they  have 
1>een  made  the  inftruments  of  the  ambition  and  traitorous  de- 
ligns  of  thofc  dangerous  men>  who  have  led  them  ftep  by  ftep 
tothe  ftandard  of  rebellion,  and  who  have  now  aflumed  the 
powers  of  fovercign  authority,  which  they  exercife  in  the 
moft  defpotic  and  arbitrary  manner,  over  the  perfons  and  pro- 
perties of  this  deluded  people. 

Your  faithful  Commons  took  a  fincere  part  in  your  Ma- 
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jeft/s  benevolent  and  paternal  defire,  rather  to  reclaim,  tKan 
to  fubdue,  the  m6ft  refradory  of  your  colonies ;  and  excited 
by  your  Majefty*s  great  example,  we  were  anxious  to  prevent, 
if  it  had  been  poffible,  the  effufion  of  the  blood  of  our  fellow 
fubjefls,  and  the  calamities  which  are  infeparable  from  a  ftate 
oi  war  ;  we  ftill  hoped  that  your  l^ajefty's  people  in  America 
would  have  difcerned  the  traitorous  views  of  their  feaderg, 
would  have  confidered  bow  ruinous  even  tbeir  fuccefs  muft  be 
to  themfelves,  and  been  convinced  that  conftitutional  fub-* 
jedionto  Great-Britain  is  the  freed  and  happieft  condition  of 
any  civil  fociety  in  the  known  world  :  but  we  now  fee  with' 
indignation,  that  no  other  ufe  has  been  made  of  the  modera- 
tion and  forbearance  of  your  Majefty  and  your  Pariiament, 
but  to  ftrengthen  the  prq)arations  of  this  defperate  confpiracy  1 
and  that  the  rebellious  war  now  levied  is  become  more  general,* 
and  manifeftly  carried  on  for  the  purpofe  of  eftabliihing  an 
independent  empire. 

We  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty  of  our  entire  concur* 
rence  with  your  Majefty,  in  thinking  that  it  is  now  become, 
the  part  of  wifdom,  and  (in  its  eficds)  of  clemency,  to  put 
a  fpeedy  end  to  thcfe  diforders,  by  the  moft  decifive  exertions ; 
and  that  we  learn  with  the  greateft  (atisfadlion,  that,  for  this 
purpofe,  your  Majefty  has  increafed  your  naval  eftabliftiment, 
and  greatly  augmented  your  land  forces,  in  fuch  a  manner  at 
may  be  the  leaft  burthenfome  to  your  kingdoms  ;  and  we  will 
chearfuUy  and  efiedually  fupport  your  Majefty  in  fuch  ne- 
ceflary  meafures,  and  enable  your  Majefty,  when  the  occafion 
ihall  liequirc  it,  to  avail  yourfelf  of  the  friendly  ofters,  which 
your  Majefty  has  receivccl,  of  foreign  afiiftance:  Wc  thank* 
fully  acknowledge  the  gracious  cpnuderacions  which  induced 
your  Majefty  to  fend  a  part  of  your  ale(5ioral  troops  to  the 
garrifbns  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  in  order  that  a  larger 
number  of  the  eftabliftied  forces  of  this  kingdom  might  be  ap- 
plied to  the  maintenance  of  its  authority  :  And  we  are  bound 
in  duty  to  return  your  Majefty  our  particular  thanks,  for 
pointing  out  to  us,  from  ^e  dironc,  the  conftitutional  re- 
fource  of  our  well -modeled  and  well-regulated  national  mi* 
litia ;  which,  upon  every  great  emergency,  cannot  fail  of 
affording  fecurity  to  your  Majefty's  realm,  and  of  giving,  at 
she  fame  time,  extent  and  adivity  to  your  military  openatian»« 

It  is  with  thehigheft  fatisfadion  and  gratitude,  we  hear^he 
zfFtStionztt  declaration  of  the  father  of  ius  people,  Jthat,*  whea 
the  unhappy  and  deluded. multitude,  againft  whoai^thi^/orce 
will  be  direded,  fhall  become  fenfibie  of  their  error,  your 
Majefty  will  be  ready' to  receive  the 'miifled  wlth^t^iidernefs  : 
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and  merqr;  and  your  Majefty's  gracious  communicaeion  of 
your  intention  to  give  authority  to  certain  perfons  on  the 
i|>ot,  to  grant  general  and  particular  pardons  and  indemnities^ 
in  fuch  manner,  and  to  fuch  perfons,  as  they  (hali  think  fit, 
and  to  receive  the  fubmiffion  of  any  province  or  colony  which 
may  be  difpofed  to  return  to  its  allmance,  demands  our 
warmeft  acknowiedscments ;  and  we  mall  be  ready  to  give 
our  concurrence  to  fuch  meafures  as  may  beft  contribute  to 
carry  your  Majefty 's  wifeand  humane  intentions  iotoexecution*. 
Every  motive,  and  every  intereft,  that  can  animate  the 
hearts  oif  loyal  fubje^,  call  upon  your  faithful  Commons  to 
grant  to  your  Majefty  fuch  fupplies  as  the  circumftances  and 
exigency  of  affairs  may  require ;  and,  being  fully  convinced 
that  the  fecurity  of  every  benefit  and  advantage  derived  to  the 
commerce,  the  manufadures,  and  the  navigation,  of  your 
Majefty's  kingdoms,  from  the  American  colonies,  muft  ever 
depend  on  their  being  held  in  that  due  fubordtnation  to  the 
legiflature  of  Great-Britain  in  which  the  conftitution  has 
placed  them,  we  ihould  be  wanting  in  the  duty  which  we 
owe  to  our  conftitucnts,  ourfelves,  and  our  pcfterity,  if  we 
did  not  en^ge»  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  to  fupport  this 
great  and  important  caufe,  in  which  the  rights  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  crown,  and  the  intereftsof  your  people  are  fo  eflientiaily 
concerned ;  and  we  hope,  and  truft,  that  we  fliall,  by  the 
blefiing  of  God,  put  fuch  ftrength  and  force  into  your  Ma- 
jefly's  hands,  as  may  foon  defeat  and  fupprefs  this  rebellion, 
andNcnable  your  Majefty  to  accomplifh  your  gracious  wifli,  of 
zt»eftablifhing  order,  tranquility,  and  happinefs,  through 
all  the  parts  of  your  united  empire. 

His  Majejtfs  anfwif, 

I  return  you  my  hearty  thanks,  for  this  loyal  and  dutiful 
addrefs  ;  I  promife  myfelf  the  mo^  h^ppy  confequences  from 
the  very  zealous  and  affedionate  afluranoes  of  the  fupport  of 
my  faithful  Commons  at  this  great  and  important  conjunc- 
ture ;  and  I  have  a  firm  confidence,  that,  by  the  bleffing  of 
God  on  the  juflice  of  the  caufe,  and  by  the  affiftance  of  my 
Parliament,  i  ihall  be  enabled  to  fupprefs  this  dan^rous  rebel- 
lion, and  to  attain  the  moft  defirable  end  of  reftonng  my  fub- 
jc£b  in  America  to  that  free  and  happy  condition,  and  to 
that  peace  and  profperity,  which  they  enjoyed,  in  their  con- 
ftitudonal  depcndancc  on  Great«Britain,  beftm  the  prefenc 
unhappy  diforders« 

QBAtr  30. 
\uA  i/tPt*.     Lord  y«rliprefented  the  bill  for  enabling  his  Majefty  fo  call 
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out  and  allemble  the  militia,  in  cafes  of  rebellion  in  any  part 
of  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great-Britain. 
He  tottched  fligbtly  on  the  general  defign  of  the  bilL»  and 
mored  to  have  it  read  a  fecond  time  on  Thurfdajr,  Nov.  ad. 

Mr.  Turmr  pointed  out  a  great  number  of  inconve-Mr.r«rtMr. 
niences  arifing  from  the  militia  law,  particularly  in  ma- 
iiu&during  counties  and  places  of  trade  and  commerce. 
AH  the  evils  of  the  former  ad,  he  infifted,  would  be  muU 
tipiied  by  the  new  a£l.  .  He  added,  that  he  did  not  ap* 
prove  of  the  prodigious  power  with  which  thisadl  would  ne- 
cdlarily  arm  the  Sovereign,  that  of  calling  out  the  militia« 
whenever  he  thought  fit.  On  this  mund  he  contended,  that 
the  juflifiable  occafions  for  aflembling  the  militia,  if  they 
were  not  particularly  fpecified,  would  remain  at  thcdifcre-' 
tioQ  entirely  of  the  Sovereign.  On  the  whole,  he  dreaded 
the  worft  confequences  from  taking  the  militia  from  under 
the  immediate  controul  of  Parliament,  who  hitherto  had  been 
itsffuardians  and  paymafters.^. 

Zat^  North  faid,  it  was  impof&ble  he  could,  in  this  ftage  o^Lordiyr«rfA. 
the  bufinels,  reply  to  the  arguments  of  the  honourable  gentle«> 
oun;  the  proper. time  to  ftate  hb  objedions  would    be  on 
Thurfday,  when  it  was  propofed  to  give  the  bill  a  fecon4 
reading. 

Mr.  J.  J^hnftane  faid,  he  could  not  approve  of  the  bill;  Mr.  joU" 
becaufe  it  clearly  gave  tfie  Crown  a  power  to  decide  what  wasA"'- 
orwainot  rebellion,  appoint  upon  which  the  bill  depended  \ 
2nd  obferved,  that  it  was  inxpoffible  to  furefee,  to  what  the 
operations  of  fuch  a  bill  might  reach,  if  a  latitude  was  left  in 
the  execution  of  fo  extenfive  and  dangerous  a  power. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  defired  to  defer  the  fecond  reading  a  few  Mr.  Saw» 
days  longer^  but  it  was  refufed.  briJie. 

Sir  Ge$rge  SuitU  defended  the  bill.  ^.^  ^ 

The  order  of  the  day  to  go  into  a  committee  of  fupply.     Sir  Suuie. 
Grey  Cooper  moved,  that  a  fupply  be  granted. 

Mr.  Sawbridgiy  to  teftify  his  diiTent,  and  give  his  reafons^Mr.  Sjw 
[the  gentlemen  on  the  trcafury  bench  talking  rathcr.loudly,  ^'•4'- 
^(1  paying  very  little  attention,]  he  infifled^on  his  right  to 
|peak,  and  informed  the  gentlemen,  that  if  what  he  was  otfer* 
ingwasdifagrecable  or  difgufting,  they  might,  if  they  plcaf- 
cd,  withdraw.  He  contended  that  the  granting  the  fupplies 
Wis  the  only  check  either  the  reprefcntativcs  or  the  people 
had  over  the  King's  fervants,  to  bring  them  to  a  proper  fenfe 
of  their  duty  ;  that  the  prefent  minifters  were  both  wiak  and 
twVi^^,  he  therefore,  for  his  part,  would  never  confent  to  truft 
^tm  vith  the   public  money,  which  they  had  fo  re^atediy 
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{*qtjandtred,  in  clFcfting  the  moft  infamous  and  corrupt  pur- 
pofcs.  He  added,  he  was  convinced  of  thfc  Kftig*$  good  un- 
derftanding  and  difpofition  ;  but  that  unfortunately  he  faw 
through  a  falfe  medium,  through  a  fog  and  a  mift,  raifcd  bjr 
his  minifters,  by  which  he  was  prevented  from  feeing  obje&s 
diftinftly,  and  in  the  manner  they  truly  appeared. 

The  qucilion  was  put,  and  agreed  to,  without  further  op* 
pofition, 

O^obir  31. 
Mr.F./Mo*-     Mr.  F.  Montagu   faid  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  made 
"^««  laft   ftflion,  rcfpefling  private  bills,  having  been  found  in- 

convenient, he  wiflied  they  might  undergo  a  revifion.     He 
moved  that  a  committee   be  appointed    for   that  purpofe. 
Agreed  to. , 
Hon.  Mr-        Hon.  Mr.  Marjham  faid,  that  as  the  noble  Lord  [Lord 
Bfarjbam.    fgr^j-tti]  had  not  given  the  Houfe  any  fatisfa£tion  relative  to 
introducing  the  Hanoverian  troops  into  Gibraltar  and  Port 
Mahon  ;  and  as  he  had  'h^ard  nbthing  in  juftificatipn,  which 
had  yet  reconciled  him  to  that  meafure,  he  took  the  opportu- 
nity of  g*iving  notice  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  meant  to  move  for 
leave  to  bring  in. a  bill  of  indemnity  at  a  fhort  day;  unlefs 
the  mmMler,  meaning  to  fave  him  the  trouble,  would  rife  and 
afTure  the  Houfe,  that  he  intended  to  do  it  himfelf. 
LwA  North.      Lord  North  faid,  as  far  as  his  own  thoughts  went,  he  was 
perfeftly  fatisfied  of  the   leeality  of  the   meafure ;   yet,  as 
fome  gentlemen  feeraed  apprehenuve  that  it  might  be  hereafter 
drawn  into  precedent,  as  an  individual,  he  had  no  objef^ion 
to  concur  in' any  meafure  which  might  tend  to  keep  the  heads 
of  minifters  more  fecurely  on  their  flioulders.     He  added,  he 
had  confulted  feveral,  who  united  in  opinion  with  him,  that 
bills  of  indemnity  were  never  reforted  to,  but  to  defend  tho 
advifcrs  of  objectionable  mcafur^s  againft  adlions  at  law;  but 
never  againft  a  criminal  charge,  on  which  the  perfon  offen- 
ding, or  fuppofed  to  ofFend,  was  liable  to  be  impeached.    He 
faid,  he  had  a  refolution  in  his  pocket,  which  he  drew  out  and 
read  ;  *'  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that 
his  Majefty   having  ordered  a   body  of  his  eleftoral  troops 
to  compofe  part  of  the  garrifon  of  the  fortrefles  of  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca,  whereby  the  greater  part  of  the  troops  of  this 
kingdom  may  be  employed  for  the  fupport  of  his  authority^ 
has  fhewn  his  attention  to  theinterefts  of  this  county,  beings 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  a  meafure  neceflarily  demand- 
ing  more  difpatch  than  was  confiftent  with  waiting  for  the 
alTerabling  of  Parliament. 
Hon.  Mr.       HoH".  hit.  Marjham  excepted  to  the  refolution  j  firft,  as  it 
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did  not  by  any  means  come  up  to  bis  idea  on  the  Tubjed: ; 
fecondly,  though  it  had,  he  could  never  agree  to  encounter 
the  eftabliflied  law  of  the  land,  fpringine  out  oF  the  conftitu- 
tion,  by  a  refolution  of  one  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

Governor  Johnjione  faid,  he  difapproved  both  of  the  bill  Gov.  7ci#- 
and  refolution  ;  and  he  believed  It  would  be  difficult  to  quoteV^*^* 
a  more  refpe£lable  authority  than  fupported  him  in  his  opinion. 
He  remembered  well,  that  in  a  fpeech  *  attributed  to  Lord 
Mansfield,  univerfally  given  him  by  the  public,  and  believed 
to  be  genuine,  that  noble  Lord,  who  when  he  rides  the  horfe 
of  liberty,  which  he  wifhed  he  would  ride  oftener,  for  nobody 
knew  how  to  ride  him  better  when  he  mounted  him,  fpeaking 
of  the  a6^  of  indemnity,  relative  to  flopping  up  the  ports  to 
prevent  the  exportation  of  corn  in  1766,  does  not  treat  bills 
of  indemnity,  as  applying  to  the  paltry  confideration  of  being 
a  bar  to  private  adVions ;  but  defcribes  them  as  favours  and  in- 
dulgences to  minifters,  as  pardons  for  mere  blunders  and  er- 
rors, not  proceeding  from  the  intention. 

Lord  North  h\6,  his  refolution. might  be  made  the  refolu- Lord  Mrt^. 
tion  of  both  Houfes  by  a  conference. 

Hon,  Mr.  Mar/ham  ftill  faid,  that  was  by  no  means  fatis- Hon.  Mr. 
fadory,  and  gave  notice  that  be  ihould  move  to-morrow  for  ^^^P'^* 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indemnity. 
Novembir  i. 

The  Houfe  waited  fome  time  for  Lord  North,  but  his 
Lordlbip  not  coming.  Lord  Barrington  laid  before  the  Houfe 
the  army  eftimates,  and  mentioned  the  taking  them  into  con- 
fideration on  Monday  next,  the  6ch. 

Col.  Barri  defired  to  know  the  number,  ftate,   and  dif-  Col.  M*rrC 
pofition  of  the  troops  in  America,  according  to  the  laft  re- 
turns* 

Lord  Barrington  faid  he  could  not  fatisfy  the  honourable  torf  Bar* 
gentleman  ;  but  before  Monday  he  would  confult  fome  papers  rhitcn. 
which  would  enable  him  toanfwer  as, much  of  tfaofe  particu- 
lars as  are  prudent  to  be  difclofed. 

Col.  Barre,  What  the  n6ble  Lord  has  now  faid  is  in  the  Col.  Barrio 
true  fpirit  of  the  adminiftration.  Give  information  they  will 
not ;  but  they  will  call  upon  Parliament  to  vote  frefli  troops, 
without  letting  Parliament  know  the  leaft  of  wh^it  they  ought 
to  know  concerning  thofe  which  are  already  employed.  I 
fliall  therefore  move.  That  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  . 
account  of  the  laft  returns  of  the  number  of  efledtivc  men,  in 
the  fcveral  regiments  and  corps  in  his  Majefty*s  fervice,  fer- 

*  See  I^ar&^mentary  Debates  for  the  year  1766,  pige  196; 
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vin^  in  North  America,  together  with  a  (late  of  die  number, 
of  ifck  and  wounded  (  diftinguiOiing  the  feveral  places  wheit 
the  faid  troops  are  Rationed. 

Mr.  Com"        Mr.  Cornwall  defired  the  motion  might  be  poftponed  till 

^''^  Lord  North  came. 

Co).  Sat^i.     Col.  Barre  acquifced. 

Lord  North  came  in  ^bout  twenty  minutes* 

Lord  Jfar-       Lord  BarrsngUn,     Ever  fmcc  I  have  been  concerned  in  the 

"'"f'**'  army,  I  know  not  of  any  precedent  fimilar  to  what  is  now 
called  for.  To  call  during  a  war,  for  the  return  of  an  army 
has  indeed  been  attempted,  but  was  always  oppofed,  as  a 
pradice  which  might  prove  exceedingly  inconvenient.  In 
the  pr^fent  cafe,  I  do  not  know  that  any  evils  would  flow 
from  it,  but  if  done  by  i  refolution  of  the  Houfe,  it  will 
become  a  moft  dangerous  precedent.  As  to  the  information 
which  the  gentleman  wants,  I  can  give  it  partly  on,my  legs, 
in  which  way  it  will  not  be  a  precedent ;  and  if  I  am  not  fo 
corred,  from  the  papers  which  I  have  accidentally  about  me, 
asmight  beexpeded,  againft  to-morrow  I  will  procure  thofe 
which  (hall  be  more  accurate. 

t^LBarr/.  Col.  Barrf.  The  noble  Lord  gWes  me  the  ftrongeft 
ground,  that  the  thing  I  demand  will  be  of  no  evil  confe- 
quence.  Without  entering  into  the  matter  of  precedent,  why 
not  give  the  Houfe  an  ink^rmation  which  can  do  no  harm, 
but  may  do  much  good  ?  But  in  thefe  matters  accuracy  is  to 
be  wifhed  for ;  and  I  fee  no  reafon  if  the  noble  Lord  lets  us 
into  the  fa£ts  in  genera]^  why  be  ibould  refufe  the  return  it- 
felf,  which  is  afked  for  in  the  motion.  As  to  telling  it  me, 
I  want  not  to  have  a  private  curiofi^  gratified-— I  want  not  to 
be  paid  in  private,  a  public  debt.  The  information  (hould  be 
general.  The  minifters  and  officers  of  the  crown  have  ad* 
■  mitted  that  they  were  deceived— they  have  deceived  Parlia- 
ment ;  which  would  not  have  been  the  cafe,  had  information 
been  laid  before  us  :  my  motion  demands  only  information, 
that  before  we  vote  more  troops  we  may  know  fomething  con- 
cerning thofe  we  have  already.  Let  the  noble  Lord  be  expli- 
cit in  his  information  ;  let  us  know  to  what  extent  future  efti- 
mates  are  to  go,  that  when  we  have  voted  one  number,  fup- 
pofing  it  to  be  the  total,  there  may  not  be  after  demands.  The 
Hou(c  muft  proceed  in  the  dark,  as  we  have  hitherto  done,  if 
we  are  not  informed  what  the  fiate  of  the  army  in  Bofton  is, 
and  wh»t  the  diflribution  is  to  be.  The  information  I  have 
had,  which  is  that  of  the  public,  is  only  that  of  the  troops 
being  befieged  ;  a  light-houfe  burnt  under  the  nofe  of 
the  fleet,  and  the  men  fent  to  repair  it  carried  off  by  the  enc* 
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my.    Let  u$  know  the  truth,  and  we  ihall  then  be  able  to 
proceed  with  our  eyes  open. 

•    Lord  Barringion.    The  laft  return  is  that  of  July  the  19th,  Lord  Bar^ 
which  was  received  here  the  25th  of  OSobcr.     By  this  it  ap-  '''"i:'*'"- 
pears  that. the  number  of  men  in  Bofton,  exclufive  of  three 
regiments  going  over  to  join  them,  was  ^^550,  of  which  1482 
were  fick  and  wounded,  and  354  miffing,  of  whicli— 

Right  hon.  Wtlbore  Ellis  interrupted  his   Lordfliip,   and  Right  hon. 
ironically  faid,  I    fubmit   it  to  the  noble  Lord,  whether,  it  ^'    ^'"* 
would  not  bealfo  for  the  information  of  the  Houfe,  to  lay  be- 
fore us  thefc  particulars  of  the  rebel  army  ? 

Col.  BarrL  I  give  the  right  honourable  geptleman  credit  Col.  Sane* 
for  whit  he  fays.  5  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  number  and 
Arength  of  the  provincial  troops,  that  we  may  know  whe- 
ther you  can  fight  them,  that  we  may  judge  of  your  demands^ 
and  know  if  the  troops  you  aik  will  be  as  competent  to  the 
fcrvice  they  are  to  perform"  as  were  thofe  of  laft  year.  He 
cxpreffed  his  furprize  that  government  had  no  returns  of  the 
army  later  than  the  19th  of  July. 

Right  hon.  T.  Town/hind.     On  the  point  of  precedent,  I  Right  Hon. 
can  give  the  noble  Lord  one,  fully  in  point.     I  moved  for  the  ^jj"*'"-'^ 
return  of  the  regiments  employed  in  the  affair  of  St.  Vincent's, 
and  it  was  lajd  before  the  Houfe. 

Lord   Barringion.     That  return  was  not  called  for  till  the  Lord  Bar-^' 
affair  was  over  :  in  the  prefentcafe  the  war  continues  5  which' '''^^^<"'' 
makes  the  difference.  [Denied  by  Mr.  Townfliend] 

Hon.  Mr.  Fox,  It  is  evident  from  what  has  pafTed  that  the  Hon.  Mr. 
plea  of  ading  contrary  to  precedents  will  not  avail  the  nobld  '^''** 
Lord.  That  point  is  fatisfaftorily  cleared  \jp.  What  there- 
fore is  the  true  reafon  for  the  minifters  refufingjto  lay  the  in- 
formation called  for  before  the  Houfe  ?  Merely,  I  afTert,  to 
keep  Parliament  in  ignorance.  Was  the  fair  truth  to  be  laid 
before  the  Houfe,  the  demands  of  minifters  wou!d  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  fads  they  produced.  This  was  the  cafe  laft^ 
feffion,  and  they  have  kept  back  all  information  and  impofed 
on  the  Houfe  in  order  to  get  the  cry  of  the  people  before  the 
extent  of  the  evil  was  known.  But  they  have  taken  care  to 
a  degree  of  a(Fe£tion  to  inform  you  that  it  is  the  rights  not  of^ 
the  crown  but  of  Parliament,  for  which  they  are  fighrlng, 
and  yet  with  an  inconfiftency  worthy  only  of  themfelves,  they 
will  not  allow  Parliament  the  leaft  information  to  know  how 
to  fight  for  thofe  rights  which  they  fay  are  peculiarly  its  own. 
This  is  the  condu5.  Sir,  which  has  driven  from  them'  fome 
ofthemoft  manly  and  refpedtable  chara£ters  in  the  kingdom.' 
They  were  deceived  j  they  openly  tell  tbcfc  men  who  call    ^ 
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tliemfelves  minifters,  you  deceived  us  ;  you  wouM  not  let  us 
know  the  ftate  cither  of  America,  or  the  force  you  had  there 
to  quell  the  difturbanccs  ;  acting  thus  m  the  dark,  we  were 
led  into  error,  but  we  will  not  perfift  in  it ;  we  knowyour  in- 
tentional deceit,  and  we  leaye  you.     This,  Sir,  is  alfo  the 
cafe  of  Parliament  -,  and  the  only  remedy  for  the  cafe  is  Par- 
liament's imitating  the  conduA  of  thole  manly  charaderd, 
by  refufing  to  vote  away  the  money  of  their  conitituents  for 
meafures  about  which  they  are  abfoluteiy  in  the  dark* 
SitGiihtrt       Sir  Gilbert  ElUot.    Whether  or  not  the  precedent  be  for  or 
Ml!»t*        agaihft  the  information,  I /hall  be  equally  againft  the  motion. 
It  would  make  a  precedent  of  the  moft  mifchievous  tendency. 
What  is  the  return  of  an  army  ?  Why  every  particular  con- 
cerning it  given  with  the  utmoft  accuracy,  and  pcrfedly  au- 
thentic ?  Can  it  ever  be  proper  to  publifli  fuoh  a  ftate  of  one, 
while  your  enemy  is  in  the  field  ?  Would  it  not  be  giving 
him  intelligence  of  the  moft  advantageous  nature  ?  CouAd  any 
minifters  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  public,  if  any  gentleman 
in  this  Houfe  had  a  right  to  call  for   fuch  an  account  ?   It 
would  be  impoffible.    If  minifters  ad  badly  they  fhould  be 
turned  out  of  their  places:  but  the  public  fervice can  never 
be^dvanced  by  calling  for  accounts  which  deftroys  your  con* 
fidence  in  them. 
Ht,  Burki*     Mr,  Burke.,    So,  Sir,  it  is  now  laid. down  as  a  maxim 
not  only  to  refufe  the  information,  but  to  take  care  that  fuch> 
information  (hall  never  be  given«— and  this  is  to ij.  the  cafe, 
becaufe  Parlian^cnt,  inftead  of  calling  for  information,  fliould 
give  confidence  to  minifters.     This,  Sir,  is  not  only  telling 
us  that  we  muft  bear  our  ignorance,  but  perpetuating  it ;  and 
making  a  minifter's  having  forfeited  a  right  to  all  confidence, 
the  greateft  plea  for  placing  the  more  in  them  for  the  future. 
This  is  a  mode  of  rcafoning  I  never  heard  of  before.     As  to 
the  importance  of  the  information  now  called  for,  and  the 
danger  of  producing  it,  it  makes  one  fmile.     Can  )rou  ima- 
gine that  this  army  return  of  July  laft,   can  be  conveyed  to 
America,  and  become  better  intelligence  than  General  Wafli-! 
ington  has  already «?  I  yirill  not  have  fo  poor  an  opinion  of  his 
abilities,  who  could  write  that  excellent  letter,   we  have  alll 
read,  to  General  Gage ;  but  fuppofe  hhn,  and  the  generalsl 
Lee  and  Putnam,  to  be  more  affiduous  and  attentive.     7*he/e 
men  know  much  more  of  you   army  than  your  return  can 
give  them.     They  coop  it  up,  befiege  it,  deftroy  it,  cru(h  it, 
Your  officers  are  fwepc  o<F  by  the  rifles,  if  they  Ihow  theii 
nofcs,  j 
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L&rA  NifribfMj  that  before  the  year  1763,  the  authority  ^•f^^^*^- 
of  the  Britifh  legiflature  was  not  denied  in  America.  He 
feid,  the  repealing  thirteen  aAs  of  Parliament  would  not 
confcquently  place  us  in  the  fame  iituation  in  which  we  then 
were.  He  wiflied  as  ardently  as  any  pcrfon  to  ftop  the  ef* 
fufion  of  blood  on  both  fides ;  but  thought  it  could  only  be 
efFeftcd  by  fending  over  a  formidable  array  early  in  the  fpring, 
and  appointing  proper  perfons  on  the  fpot  to  gtv6  pardons,  as 
mentioTied  in  the  fpeech  :  thefc  were  the  only  methods  hi  faid, 
which  could,  in  his  opinion,  reftore  matters  to  that  defired 
footing  ;  and  when  that  period  &ou)d  arrive,  he  did  not 
doubt  but  his^  conciliatory  plan  would  give  permanency  to  the 
reconcijiation  by  our  accepting  a  quantum  annually,  in  lieu 
of  tax^s.  He  declared  himfelf  againft  the  motion,  as  it 
would  ground  a  prcccdcift  for  future  abuies  ;  he  faid  the  cafe 
of  the  Caribbs  was  very  different  from  the  prefcnt :  in  Htat 
the  minifter  was  accufed  offending  too  many  men  to  an  un- 
wholefome  climate  ;  and,  befides,  there  was  no  great  danger 
of  the  Caribbs  reading  our  accounts. 

Colonel  5tfrr/ obferving,  that  the  conduit  of  the  miniflfcrcol.  JBf#rr6 
in  witholding  every  proper  information  from  the  Houfe, 
put  him'  in  mind  of  a  King,  who  perceiving  one  end  of  a 
Lutheran  church  exceedingly  ruinous  and  all  the  reft  of  it  . 
very  good  and  elegant,  propofcd  to  rebuild  that  part  for  them  ; 
which  he  dfd  in  a,  veSry  magnificent  manner  j  but  when  they 
came  to  affemble  there,  they  found  that  he  had  taken  away 
all  the  light;  upon  which  they  waited  on  his  Majefty,  thank- 
ing him  for  his  favours,  and  alfo  acquainting  him  with  their 
misfortune,  in  not  being  able  to  fee  at  church  ;  upon  which 
his  Majefty  replied  it  was  perfeflly  right  fo ;  for  it  is  written 
in  the  fcriptures,  •*'■  Blcffcd  arc  they  that  believe  and  Ido  not 
fee." 

The  queftion  was  then  put,  and  the  Houfe  divided,  when 
the  numbers  were,  for  the  motion,  63  ;  againft  it,  170. 

Colonel  Barre  aHb  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Col«  Sarr/^ 
Houfe^  an  account  of  the  artillery,  arms,  ordnance  and  mili- 
tary ftores,  iffued  from  the  office  of  ordnance,  fent  to  Ame- 
rica, frorh  the  firft  of  September,  1773,  to  the  firft  of  Sep- 
tember,  1775.     It  paffed  i'n  the  negative.     . 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply. 

Mr.   Suller  movtdy  that   28,000  feamen,  including  666$^r.SMUitiL 
marines,  be  voted  for  the  fprvice  of  the  year  1776,  at  the 
rate  of  4I.   per  month,  each  man,  for  maintaining   them  - 
for   thirteen  months.      He   fpoke  of    the    ftations  of  the 
fleet;  particularly  diat  the  fleet  under  the  cAmmwd  of  Ad* 
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miral  Shuldham,  who  was  to  command  in  North  America, 
■     was  toconfift  of  feventy-eight  fail.    • 
Ad.  Kcppei,:    Admiral  Keppel  oppofed  the  motion,  as  inadequate  to  a 
war,  and  too  large  for  a  peace  eftabliihment.     Said  no  veflfcls 
could  keep  the  Tea  upon  the  coaft  of  North  America  in  the 
winter  feafon  ;  arraigned  the  proceedings  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  Admiralty  in  his  condud  of  the  navy,  which  he  repre* 
fented  to  have  been  in  a  much  better  fituation  before  the  pre- 
fent  noble  Lord  came  to  the  head  of  that  department,  than 
fince* 
Capt.  ^^' ,     Hpno\irable  Captain  LuitrelL     When  the  addrefs,  which, 
trtlL  wc  ^^^  (old)  pledged  us  to  nothing,  pofTefled  this  Houfe,  I  did 

fuppqfe  miniftry .  would  fliink  it  politic  to  vote  navy,  army, 
miliO^^  fupplies,  and  every  grant  t;hey  may  want,  to  exbauft 
the  treafure  of  this  country,  without  giving  time  for  reflec- 
tion, information,  or  enquiry  ;  and  therefore  I  am  not  fur- 
priztfd  at  the  precipitate  manner  in  which  the  honourable 
member  has  brought  before  us  a  queftion  of  fuch  great  na- 
tional import  i  but  as  I  fufpefted  it,  I  was  eager  to  learn  from 
the  noble  Lord  oppofite  to  me,  when  he  mentioned  the  num- 
ber of  land  forces  propofed  to  be  employed  for  the  prefent 
year,  wh^t  the  naval  eftabli(hment  was  to  confift  of?  His 
Lordfhip  carefully  avoided  being  thus  communicative,  though 
heaiTured  us  in  too  general  terms,  that  the  mofl  proper  oeco- 
iibmy  had  been,  and  would  be,  obferved  with  refpe£l  to  the 
navy.  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  accufe  that  noble  Lord  of  an 
inclination  to  impofe  upon  this  Houfe,  or  the  public,  bccaufe 
his  ignorance  of  naval  affairs  will  acquit  him  with  me  of  any 
fuch  defjgn.  But,  Sir,  let  him  beware  here  how  he  puts 
implicit  faith  in  the  information  of  a  man,  who  with  little 
more  maritime  knowledge,  may  perhaps  have  much  fubtlety, 
and  is  wife  to  reft  fuch  aflbrtion  as  this  upon  the  credit  of  the 
noble.  Lord  rather  than  upon  his  own  ;  for  I  believe  it  will 
puzzle  any  man  in  this  Houfe  to  produce  more  than  one  in- 
fiance  where  this  boafted  ceconomy  has  been  obferved,  and 
there  profufion  would  have  been  excufable,  if  not  comniend- 
able — I  mean,  Sir,  when  his  Majcfty  went  to  review  his  fleet 
at  Portfmouth.  But,  Sir,  it  would  take  me  till  midnight 
to  enumerate  the  various  inftanccs  of  bad  management,  igno- 
rance and  extravagance  that  have  followed  oneanojther  fincc 
the  noble  Lord,  who  now  prcfides  at  the  head  of  the  Admi- 
lalty,  was  appointed  to  fuch  office  ;  proceeding  in  part,  1  am 
furc,  from  his  not  taking  the  advice  of  a  very  able  and  rc- 
fp€<Sable  fea  officer,  wht)  is  a  Lord  of  that  board,  but  ob- 
Itlnately  following  his  own  naval  ideas,  and  being  unable  or 
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unwiUing  to  difcern,  that  though  a  fubtle  ftatefman,  *  be  is 
but  ao  orxtinaryfeainan.    . 

Sir,  whdre  then  is  this  oBCOnomy  to  be  found  ?  Is  it  in  the  * 
fummer  parade  of  that  noble  Lord,  failing  from  one  King's 
port  to  the  other,  and  wafting  every  year  fome  hundred  pounds 
of  the  pjublic  money,  by  the  iingle  expenditure  of  powder, 
to  notify  hU  arrival  ?  By  proftituting  the  honour  of  the  flag, 
and  claiming  diftintQions  he  muft  know,  if  he  knows  any 
thing  of  the  fervice,  he  is  noway  entitled  to,  and  therefore 
ought  to  be  afhamed  of.  Js  it  by  the  lofs  to  the  public  of 
the  artificers  labour,  while  they  are  doing  homage  to  this 
mighty  Lofd  ?  Is  it.  Sir,  in  fending  a  royal  yacht  with  his 
fon  to  Lifbon,  wliich  will  coft  the  public  loool.  when  he 
might  have  gone  in  ^.  pacqpet  for  50I.  Is  it.  Sir,  in  the  wife 
regulations  be  has  made  in  the  navy,  which  we  hea^  of  in  the 
news  papers,  and  by  his  dependants,  but  no  where  elfe  ?  Or 
is  it.  Sir,  in  that  careful  infpedlion  into  the  ftate  of  the  fleet 
fo  to  prevent  abufes,  that  the  beft  men  of  war  may  be  fold  for 
a  thouiand  p6unds,  while  the  worft  appear  to  have  coft  forty 
thoufand  in  repair  ?  And,  Sir,  as  it  is  the  cuftom  to  call  up 
the  attention  of  the  country  gentlemen  upon  every  alarming 
fubjeiS,  I  will  crave  that  indulgence  for  a  mir^ute  to  mark 
one  inftance  out  of  very  many  where  this  oeconomy  is  not  to 
be  found. 

[He  thin  intend  into  the  abufes  and  mi/applications  that 
had  prevailed  in  the  naval  oeconom^  Jince  the  year  1770.  He 
Jbewedy  that  though  in  the  courfe  of  five  years  upwards  of  two 
miUionsflerUng  had  been  granted  by  Parliament  for  the  repairs, 
of  the  navy^  over  and  abcve  the  fiims  annually  for  wear  and  tear^ 
yet  the  navy  debt  had  encreafed  in  the  fame  five  years  upwards  of 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  He  proved  that  the  jlfrica^  a 
Jhip  offeventy  guns^  had  been  fold  for  nine  hundred  pounds^  though 
Jke  was  in  better  order  than  two- thirds  of  the  fleets  and  could 
have  been  made  as  good  as  new  for  3C00/.  while  it  appeared  upon 
the  journals  of  the  Houfe^  that  there  had  been  demanded  of  Par-^ 
liamentj  for  the  ufe  of  the  Dragon  man  of  war  only^  within  four 
yearsy  though  fbe  had  never  keen  at  fea  in  the  time^  32,97 3A 
heittg  extra  work  over  and  above  whatjbe  had  coft  under  the  ar-. 
tides  of  wear  and  tear ^  and  ordinary  \  and  is  now  laid  up  in 
Par  eh  am  Creek  unfit  for  fervice  without  further  repair.  He 
likewife  proved^  that  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  board  was 
the  caufi  of  the  late  infurreSlion  of  the  fl)ipwrightSyfis  he  had  in- 
couraged  them  to  petition  the  Parliament  for  ai^  encreafe  of  wages ^ 
in  oppofition  to  the  application  of  the  captains  of  the  navy  for  an 
increafe  of  their  half -pay  :  hi  himfelf  having  told  their  committee 
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that  the  Jhipwrights  wire  a  Jit  ofm9ri  ufeful  men  U  tins  natien, 
and  much  more  entitled  to  the  favour  ofgevemment.  He  find  that 
the  taJi'Work  was  the  moji  deftruBive  manner  of  building  and 
repairing  toJ/ihUy  that  it  muft  inevitably  incnafi  tbt  nsval  ex^ 
fence^  and  ruin  the  fleet  of  this  kingdom.^ 

Now,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  qtieftio;i  immedtatety  before  us  : 
my  objedion  arifes,  as  it  did  laft  year,  from  a  perfuaiton  of 
the  infufficiency  of  the  number  of  (eamen  applied  for  to  man 
the  fbips  already  in  c'ommii&on,  and  thofe  fitting  for  foreign 
fervice  :  if  6665  marines  are  to  be  included,  1200  of  which 
llie  honourable  member  allows  to  make  a  part  of  your  ftandrng 
sfrmy,  and  are  now  ferving  under  the  general  01  your  troops 
in  America,  how  then  can  the  fhips  in  this  country  be  fitted 
for  war,  if  occafion  fhould  require  it,  without  the  aiSftance 
of  thefe  marines,  who,  with  the  few  volunteers  we  hav«,  can 
alone  be  trufled  to  man  the  boats,  get  the  ftores  on  board » 
guard  the  (hips,  and  the  men  we  receive  from  the  imprefs 
traders.  The  honourable  member  has  toM  us,  that  Admiral 
Shuldam*s  command  is  to  confifl  of  feventy-eight  fell  of 
•men  of  war.  In  that  cafe  it  is  trifling  with  Parliament  to 
come  with  fuch  a  demand  as  this,  when  I  am  fure  it  is  im- 
poiRMe,  by  any  calculation,  to  prov«  them  fufficicnt  to  man 
fuch  a  fleet  as  is  now  in  commilSon,  and  fitting  for  foreign 
fervice  ;  and  if  you  except  out  of  28,000  feamen  the  laoo 
marines  under  the  command  of  our  General  at  Bofton,  fea 
officers,  petty  offiters,  and  fervants,  the  number  of  foremaft 
men  will  not  exceed  14,000  j  therefore  thefe  muft  be  ordi- 
nary grants;  you  may  judge  of  the  extraordinaries  by  what 
you  have  heard  refpecling  the  Dragon,  and  of  which  there 
are  many  more  inflances  equally  alarming. 

Sir,  though  I  am  totally  againfl  a  great  increafe  of  revenue 
for  the  deftruAive  purpofes  it  feems  at  prefent  intended,  it 
was  my  beft  hope  that  a  large  (hare  of  it  would  be  af}propnatcd 
towards  the  fupport  of  what  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be 
the  great  flrength  of  this  nation  ;  that  when  the  American 
ports  were  Ihut  up,  and  we  had  lofl  that  trade,  wc  might 
have  ftcured  the  feamen  out  of  employ,  by  fitting  out  a  for- 
midable fleet ;  not  becaufe  I  think  It  will  prove  ufeful  on  the 
coaft  of  America,  but  as  Jhe  beft  fecurity  againft  a  foreign 
power. 

Sir,  talking  of  America,  a  right  honourable  member  faid> 
there  had  been  a  fault  in  the  navy  fomewhere.     Will  the  no- 
ble Lord  declare  that  Admiral  Graves  has  ever  received  po- 
'    fitive  orders  that  he  did  not  execute  ;  or  have  they  been,  as  I 
havereafon  to  believe  them,  from  the  operations  of  the  fleet 
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fo  artfully  dlfcretional,  thgt  if  your  (hips  (hotild  be  wrecked 
upon  that  frozen  coaft,  or  any  misfortune  attend  them,  the 
blame  may  be  laid  on  the  Admiral,  and  his  reputation  ts  aa 
officer  be  facrificed  to  ihelter  the  wicked  proceedings  of  thefe 
oiinifters. 

Sir,  An  honourable  member  told  us,  we  need  not  be.difpi-> 
rited  with  our  misfortunes  in  America,  for  that  our  fleet) 
were  unfuccefsful  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  war,  but  after- 
wards proved  vifiorious.  Sir,  this  is  a  pofitionfimilar  to  thai 
of  the  naval  ceconomy,  which  I  think  can  hardly  be  marked, 
in  above  one  inftance,  I  mean  the  lofs  of  Minorca.  Where 
elfe  did  .  ill-fucceb  await  our  naval  arms  ?  Was  it  in  £u«* 
rope,  Afia,  South  or  Nortn  America^  where  from  the  com- 
mcncertient  to  the  conclufion  of  the  war  we  were  ma- 
king captures  ?  How  then.  Sir,  was  tha  ill-fucccfs,  misfor- 
tunes, or  calamities  that  attended  this  country  in  any  foreign 
war,  to  be  compared  to  the  fea^of  trouble  we  are  now  em- 
barked In,  but  which  I  hope  to  God  may  calm  fooner  than  I 
fear  the  minds  of  thofe  men  will  do,  who  can  tell  us,  in  a 
language  that  is  fhocking  to  hear,  they  are  rivetied  to  coercion 
agamft  our  fcUow-fubjefts  in  America. 

Lord  Hinchinhroke  faid,  his  brother  was  in  fuch  afituation,  LardAm- 
ihc  noble  Lord  [his  father]  had  no  other  means  offending  him.'*'"*''*^* 

Lord  North  fi^d,  the  fliips  built  at  the  end  of  the  war,  were  Lord  North* 
built  of  green  wood,  which  not  being  fo  durable  as  the  fea- 
fbned  wood,  were  very  bad,   had  lately  proved  very  rott^n> 
and  that  this  circumftance  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  great 
expence. 

Sir  J.  G.GriJ^^  {aid,  he  did  not  get  up  to  oppofe  thcs-ry.  CWf- 
number  of  feamen,  becaufe  he  thought  if  any  operations/"*  Onfin. 
were  to  be  continued  againft  the-  Anrcricans,  they  ought  to 
be  confined  to  that  fervice  only.  He  then  declared  that  he 
had  hitiiefto  ftip{x>rted  government  on  principles,  without 
regard  to  men  ;  tiiinking  it  his  duty  as  an  honeft  nian  fo  to 
do,  as  long  as  the  true  intereft  of  the  country  appeared  to 
be  confulted^  and  the  public  affairs  conduced  to  the  credit 
or  honour  of  the  nation ;  denied  tliat  to  be  the  caie  at  pre- 
fent,  and  called  on  any  of  the  minifter's  beft  friends  to  con-., 
tradift  him  ;  adding,  he  fhould  ill  deferve  to  fit  there  any 
longer,  if  he^  contmued  to  afford  his  fupport  to  men,  the 
cflfefts  of  whofe  miftaken  and  pernicious  meafures  had  re- 
duced us  to  fo  ftxamcful  and  difhonourable  a  fituation.  Pro- 
fefled  bimfelf  an  advocate  for  the  fupreme  legiflative  autho- 
rity of  this  country  over  its  ccdonies  ;  difclaimcd  hoif^ever  o» 
the  one  hand  vindicating  the  rafli  and  indifcrcet  meafure  of 
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having  taxed  the  Americans,  as  he  did  on  the  other,  their 
mode  of  refiftance.  He  put  the  Houfe  in  mind,  that  the 
noble  Lord  [lord  North]  had  in  the  laft  feflion  given  it  as 
his  firm  opinion,  that  the  forces  then  voted,  and  -the  other 
meafures  the  Houfe  had  adopted,  would  put  an  end  to  all 
our  unhappy  difputes  with  America,  even  without  a  drop 
of  bloodfhed;  and  that  notwithftanding  we  all  felt  fo  fe- 
rioufly  the  grievous  efFcfts  of  thefe  ill-advifcd  meafures  ;  the 
noble  Lord,  he  faid,  with  fatal  experience  againft  him,  was 
determined  to  feelc  our  total  ruin,  by  perfevering  in  the  fame 
wild  and  extravagant  fyftem  ;  inflead  of  which,  he  added, 
tender  of  conciliation  on  terms  fuitcd  to  the  true  fpirit  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution  ought  to  be  preferred  and  held  out 
to  the  Americans,  which,  if  found  not  to  prevail,  to  re- 
linquifh  all  conneftions  with  them ;  or  otherwife,  if  prafti- 
cable,  to  harrafs  them  with  your  fleets,  by  interrupting  their 
trade,  till  at  length  they  might  perhaps  be  brought  to  fue 
for  proteftion.  Contended,  that  meafures  of  this  nature 
would  fave  the  nation  from  impending  ruin  and  deftruftion, 
which  muft  otherwife  be  attendant  on  the  fyftem  of  coercion 
and  conqueft ;  that  our  finances  might  thus  be  kept  unim- 
pared  ;  that  we  ftiould  have  no  occafion  for  foreign  troops, 
for  the  vaft  exercife  of  our  army  eftablilhment,  or  for  calling 
forth  the  militia  to  the  prejudice  of  trade  and  of  the  culti- 
vation of  our  lands,  and  that  we  fhould  preferve  to  our- 
felvcs  what  it  was  to  be  feared  might  be  too  foon  wanted, 
fecurity  at  feome  againft  foreign  or  domeftic  infults  ;  and 
that  in  the  worft  event,  the  lofs  of  America  could  never  be 
adequate  to  the  blood  and  treafure  of  which  this  country 
muft  be  exhaufted  in  the  endeavours  to  recover  it,  and  to 
preferve  it,  if  in  the  end  viftorious. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  diviiion,  and  Mr. 
Speaker  refumed  the  chair. 
tot^  Norths  Lord  North  {zid,  although  his  own  particular  fentiments 
continued  to  be,  that  the  meafure  of  fending  part  of  his 
Majefty's  eleftoral  troops,  to  form  part  of  the  garrifons  oif 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  was  perfeftly  legal  and  conftitutional, 
under  the  circumftances  in  which  it  was  done,  yet  as  feveral 
gentlemen  did  not  fee  the  matter  in  the  fame  light,  to  whom 
he  would  wifli  to  give .  every  fatisfadion  in  his  power,  he 
would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  of  indemnity.  His 
Lordlhip  accordingly  moved  the  Houfe  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons  as  have  advifed  his  Majefty 
to  fend  to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  a  part 
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of  the  eleftoral  troops  of  Hanover,,  during  the  recers  of  Par* 
liament. 

Agreed  to, 

Novifnber  2* 

A  petition  of  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  to wti  an4 
county  of  Poo]e  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe,  and  read  ;  fetting 
forth,  that  it  has  been  reprefented  to  the  petitioners,  that  the 
Weft  India  merchants  intend  to  apply  to  parliament,  for  leave 
to  export  provifions  and  other  neceiTaries  from  Great  Britain 
to  the  Weft  India  iflands  ;  and  therefore  the  petitioners  pray, 
that  they  may  alfo  be  permitted  to  export,  from  Great  Britain^ 
provifions  and  other  neceflariies,  foe  the  ufe  of  the  Britiih 
fifhcry  carried  on  at  Newfoundland  and  the  places,  adjacent^ 
as  the  American  fources  are  ftopped,  and  to  give  them  fuch 
other  indulgencies,  for  the  benefit  of  that  trade,  as  to  th^ 
Houfe  (hall  Teem  meet. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

A  petition  from  the  merchants  of  Dartmouth,  in  the  coun-> 
ty  of  Devon,  engaged  in,  and  carrying  on,  a  trade  and  fifliery 
to,  and  at  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  was  prefented  to  the 
Houfe, and  read  ;  fetting  forth,  thatthe  unhappy  differences 
now  fubfifting  between  Great  Britain  and  her  American  colo/- 
nies  havingoccafioned  the  latter  to  withold  the  ufual  fuppliea 
of  bread,  flour,  and  other  provifions,  which  they  have  hitherto 
afforded  to  the  inhabitants  of  Newfoundland,  and.  to  the  great 
numbers  of  feamen  and  fifbermen  annually  engaged  in  catching 
and  curing  fifh  at  that  ifland,  and  on  the  banks,  the  prices  of 
tbofe  necefTaries  of  life  have  been  enhanced  this  feafon  near 
three  times  their  ufual  rate,  to  the  ruin  of  many,  and  the  great 
lofs  of  all  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  purchafe  fuch  articles  in 
Newfoundland;  and  that  the  quantities  of  bread,  flour,  and 
peafe,  allowed  by  law  to  be  exported  from  the  port  of  Dart- 
mouth for  Newfoundland  being  very  inadequate  tathe  necefTary 
confumption  of  thofe  articles,  it  will  be  impoflibk  for  the  peti- 
tioners to  carry  on  any  trade  and  filhery  to  that  ifland  the  len- 
fuing  feafon,  uijefs  they  have  power  for  exporting  fuch  quan-^ 
titles  of  thofe  articles  as  may  be  fufficient  for  fupporting  not 
only  the  people  immediately  employed  by  them  in  their  re- 
fpe^ive  trades,  but  alfo  great  numbers  of  inhabitants  of  that 
ifland,  aitd  others  who  annually  refort  thither  to  carry  6n  the 
fifhery  ;  and  that  the  petitioners  cannot,  with  any  degree  of 
precilion,  afcer tain  what  quantity  of  each  of  the  faid  articles 
may  be  necefTary  for  thefe  purpofes,  but  they  conceive  great 
difadvantages  may  poffibly  arife  from  their  being  ftinted,  and 
no  inconveniences  likely  to  accrue  from  their  haying  liberty 
•   Vol,  hi.  N  t« 
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to  export  to  the  faid  ifland  fuch  Quantities  as  their  future  ad- 
vices therefrom  may  make  them  judge' ncceffary  ;  and  there- 
fore praying,  that  they  may  have  liberty  to  export,  .from  the 
port  of  Dartmouth  for  the  ifl^nd  of  Newfoundland,  any  quan- 
tities of  bres^d^  flour  and  peafe,  without  ftint,  or  to  give  the 
petitioners  fuch  other  relief  in  the  premifes  as  may  be  judged 
neccflary. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  fhe  table. 
Lord  Bar*      taovi  Borrington  preientcd  the  army  cftimates.     His  Lord- 
r'lKgnn.       Hjjp  fjjjj^  ^Yizi  3ie  accounts  of  the  army  returns^  which  he  had 


read  ycfterday,  were  not  the  lateft  ;  that  the  army  at  Bofton 
conftftcd  of  74 15  men. 
Col.  Barri.     Colonel  Barri  (after  afking  fome  quefiions,  which  Lord 


Barrington  anfwered)  faid,  that  the  armv  in  America  confin- 
ed of  twenty  battalions  and  a  half;  and  thefe  battalions,  ac- 
cording to  his  Lordihip,did  not  contain  ^above  half  their  pro- 
per numSer  of  men. 

Lord  Barrington  declined  going  into  any  arguments  upon 
the  fubjeS. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  reading  a  fecond  time,  the  bill  for 
^bodying  the  militia. 
Mr.  Sgrt"      Mr.  Hartley.    I  ihall  beg  leave  upon  the  prefent  occafion 
'9*  to  take  a  fcope  wide  of  the  immediate  bufinefs,  and  offer  an 

obfervation  or  two  upon  the  neceflity  of  having  fome  meafure 
of  a  conciliatory  nature  to  attend  thofe  coercive  ones  which 
are  brought  forwards  againft  America  with  fo  much  hafte.  I 
would  propofethat  there  fhould  be  fome  tefl  of  fubmif&on 
held  out,  by  which  the  colonies  may  prove  their  fubmiflion  to 
the  legiflative  power  of  this  country.  I  think  the  beft  would 
be  the  recognition  of  an  a£t  of  Parliament,  to  be  regiftered 
in  the  aflemblyof  fuch  colony  willing  to  fubmit«  And  I 
think  the  beft  fhouid  be  one  which  exercifes  a  controlling 
power  Over  the  colony  \  for  inftance,  fuppofe  it  was  to  enadt 
that  atl  the  flaves  in  America  fhould  have  the  trial  by  jury. 
The  recbgnition  of  this  and  the  fubmifiion  to  its  operation 
would  yield  the  requifite  proof  of  duty.  When  this  adual 
recognition  of  an  aft  of  Parliament  Ihall  have  replaced  the  le- 
giflative  authority  of  this  country  without  queftion  or  dimi- 
nution, as  it  was  before  the  commencement  of  thcfe  troubles  ; 
then,  as  an  aft  of  merited  juftice  to  fuch  colonies  as  (hall  have 
given  this  proof  of  their  return  to  their  allegiance,  let  their 
grievances  be  redrefled;  let  the  operation  of  all  theafts  com- 
plained of  ceafe,  ipfifqffo^  in  each  cojony  refpeftively  where 
the  required  recognition  fhall  have  been  complied  with. 
This  proportion  leems  to  me  to  be  equitable  in  itfelf ;  I 
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hope  it  win  be  thought  by  all  parties  to  be  definite,  (atl^facto- 
ry,  and  prafticable, 

Mr.  Charles  Turner.    I  am  againft  the  prefent  bill  upoti  Mr.  C^rA» 
every  account,  as  I  am  againft  militias  in  general.     The  pro-  ^«'^*''- 
per  men  to  recruit,  and  fupply  your  troops  are  the  fcum  and 
outcaft  of  cities  and  manufactures,  fellows  who  voluntarily 
fubmit  to  be  flaves  by  an  apprenticeihipof  feveix  years  ane 
the  proper  perfons  to  be  military  ones.     But  to  take  ^thc 
honeft,  fober,  induftribus  fellow  from  the  plough,  is  doing  a^i 
eJTential  mifchief  to  the  community,  and  laying  a  double  tax,  - 
The  militia  is  likewife  more  expeniive  than  the  regulars,  and 
therefore  the  more  improper  at  prefent. 

Lord  M^untJtewarU  I  do  not  rife  to  oppofe  the  prefent  Ld.  Mwnu 
bill,  becaufe  I  am  clear  that  the  force  of  a  militia  is  the  true  ^«fwr/. 
conftitutional  force  to  be  relied  on  by  this  or  any  kingdom  ; 
but,  Sir,  I  wiflb  to  fee  no  longer  a  partial  militia — I  wifh  to  fee 
an  end  of  alineof  dtftinftion  drawn  between  countries,  which 
in  nature  and  in  lahd  are  the  fame :  1  wifh  to  fee  a  militia  in 
North  Britain.  What  reafon  can  be  affigned  againft  it  ?  The 
{lain  of  rebellion  is  wiped  out  5  it  is  done  away  for  ever,  by 
the  loyalty  of  the  people,  and  the  uncommon  exertions  they 
made  for  the  crown  in  the  laft  war,  I  do  not  mean  now  to 
brino;  this  matter  under  confideration,  but  give  notice  that  I 
flialf  take  aa  early  open  day  to  propofe  it. 

Mr.  Dunning,  ne  condemned  the  bill.  Inftea^  of  the  Mr.  Du»- 
oflenfible  motives  held  out  by  this  bill,  the  piilitia  may  be  ^^'l- 
employed  in  the  moft  alarming  and  unconftitutional  manner. 
It  throws  a  power  into  the  hands  of  the  King,  hitherto  un- 
known to  the  Conftitution.  He  took  a  retrofpe^ive  view  q( 
meafures  in  general  ;  and  introduced  fome  ftri£tures  on  ad- 
drefTes  ;  particularly  that  from  thefirfl  battalion  of  the  mlH* 
tia  of  the  county  or  Devon.  The  very  honourable  and  wor- 
thy gentleman  [Mr.  Acland]  who  helped  to  procure  that  ad- 
drefs,  and  prefented  it,  he  fuppofed,  c^nfulted  the  noble  Lord 
[Lord  North]  upon  rt  ;  and  he  had  good  ground  to  believe 
the  noble  Lord  correded  it.  The  addrefs  fpeaks  its  origiti 
fully  I  it  makes  a  tender  of  their  fervices  with  their  fwords 
drawn,  not  to  ufe  them  againft  the  conunon  enemy,  any  of 
the  branches  of  the  houie  of  Bourbon,  not  even  againft  the 
Americans,  for  they  could  not  z8t  againft  either  out  of  the 
kingdom,  ^ut  againft  his  Majefty's  internal  enemies,  that 
is,  fach  who  in  this  Houfe,  or  elfewhere,  dare  to  hold  a 
contrary  opinion  with  the  framer  and  author  of  \u  He  faid, 
the  tendency  of  the  prefent  bill  is  exceedingly  different  from 
the  old   militia  law,  and  therefore  demanas   an  explana- 

N  2  tion, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^2  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1775. 

tion>  that  the  Houfe  may  know  how  diflfcrcnt  the  ficuation  of 
the  gentlemen  now  in  the  militia  will  be,  when  the  bill  is 
paffcd,  fcom  what  it  is  at  prefcnt.  They  and  the  men  enter- 
ed into  that  engagement  with  their  country,  under  the  ex- 
.  prefs  circumfianccs  that  they  were  never  to  be  called  out  but 
in  time  of  invaHon  or  rebellion  in  England,  or  imminent  dan- 

fer  of  one  or  the  other.  Tliis  condition  fecured  them  froni 
eing  at  the  beckon  of  a  minifter,  to  be  called  out  under  pre- 
tences of  diftant  or  imaginary  dinger.  They  knew  the  na- 
ture of  the  very  caufe  in  which  they  were  to  draw  their  fwords  ; 
but  what  will  be  their  fituation  if  this  bill  paiTes  ?  It  will  be 
in  the  power  of  the  minifter  to  embody  the  militia,  and  put 
them  under  the  mutiny  aft,  if  a  rebellion  is  only  apprehended 
in  Bengal,  in  St.  Helena,  in  the  moft  diftant  and  infignificanc 
dependency  of  the  crown.  To  draw  their  fwords  in  defence 
of  their  king  and  country,  is  what  thev  entered  exprefsly  and 
chearfully  to  do  j  but  to  be  made  folaiers  in  fpite  of  them- 
felves,  to  ferve  not  their  country  in  great  and  fearful  exigen- 
ces, but  to  fecond  the  apprehenfions  or  evil  deHgns  of  a  mi- 
nifter, is  being  in  a  fituation  fo  totally  different,  that  no  ar- 
guments can  convince  me  they  will  endure  it.  1  am  a  friend  to 
the  old  militia,  becaufe  it  can  only  be  drawn  out  in  cafes 
prefcribed  by  the  cohftttution  ;  but  I  am  an  enemy  to  this 
new  fcheme,  becaufe  it  in  faft  annihilates  that  meritorious 
niilitia,  and  gives  you  a  monfterin  its  {^ead. 

A  noble  lord  has  touched  upon  another  militia— a  militia  to 
be  compofed  of  a  fet  of  people  of  a  complexion  which  has  not 
it  feems,  been  thought  by  the  legiflature  to  recommend  them 
to  poftefs  it :  a  northern  militia  !  From  the  manner  in  which 
the  intimation  is  giv^n  I  take  it  for  granted  the  plan  is  de- 
termined, and  that  we  may  confider  it  as  one  of  the  meafures 
which  are  at  prefent  fo  rapidly  combined.  And  it  leads  me 
naturally  to  the  great  queftion  of  America,  to  (hew  how  thefe 
meafures  are  united  in  order  to  be  effeftual  ;  and  I  (hall  the 
readier  undertake  it,  as  next  week  I  {hall  be  otherwife  em^ 
ployed. 

It  is  curicSus  to  obferve  what  are  the  auxiliaries  which  the 
prefent  adminiftration  call  to  the  aiSftance  of  theBritifh  con- 
fiitution  ',  Catholicks  from  Canada,  if  they  can  be  induced 
to  aft  ;  Iri(h  Papifts ;  a  new  militia  in  England,  compofed 
of  a  defcription  of  men  exceedingly  different  from  tbofe  who 
compofed  the  old  one  ;  a  Scotch  militia,  of  a  defcription  ths^t 
I  will  not  name  ;  Hanoverian  mercenaries  to  garrifon  the  two 
great  fortrcfles  of  the  Mediterranean  ;  and,  to  crown  the 
whole^  20,000  Rui&ans,  to  proteft  the  legiflative  authority  qF 
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this  country.  It  has  been  <Jeclared  in  another  houfe>  that  the 
Ryflians  are  not  to  be  fen t  to  America,  therefore  they  are,  we 
may  prefumc,  to  be  brought  here.  He  wifhed  to  know  what 
obje^  wc  wefc  now  contending  for  with  America,  it  was  not 
for  taxes,  as  we  might  eafily  perceive,  by  General  Burgoyne's 
letter  to  General  Lee  ;  for  a  gentleman  of  his  good  fenfe,  and 
who  held  fo  high  a  poft  under  government,  .would  not  ven- 
ture to  affcrt  fo  much  without  fome  authority.  It  could  not 
be  faid  tiiat  we  were  contending  ^r  the  general  unlimited 
power  of  parliament  over  every  parlfof  the  empire  ;  for  the  fe^ 
cretarv  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom  had  contradided  that  idea^ 
by  aflerting  "  that  expreflioiis .  of  that  kind  which  had  been 
made  in  that  Houfe  by  a  gentleman  in  an  high  office,  were  no 
more  than  the  rafla  inconfiderate  opinion  of  an  hafty  indivi-> 
dual." — He  wifhed  to  be  fairly  underftood  with  regard  to  his 
ideas  of  Rebellion  :  he  faid  he  never  had  confidered  it  as 
a  genus  which  might  be  divided  into  feveral  diflincl  fpe- 
cies  ;  yet  he  was  apt  to  imagine,  that  there  might  be  one 
fort  of  rebellion  Icfs  deferving  cur  hatred  than  another  | 
that  there  might  be  a  provoked  and  an  unprovoked  rebellion, 
of  which  each  merited  difFerenc  degrees  of  cenfurc.  He  then 
proceeded  to  ridicule  the  .motley  complexion  of  our  intended 
forces,  which  were  to  confiit  of  Hanoverians,  Ruflians,  favage 
Canadians,  and  Irifh  Roman  ,Catht>lics.  He  faid,  he  had 
heard,  that  a  fingle  regiment  could  march  from  one  end  of 
North  America  to  the  other  ;  but  he  dcfired  to  know,  if  it 
was  not  more  probable  that  20,000  RufHans  could  march  from 
Johnny  Grott's  houfe  to  the  Land's  End.  On  the  whole,  he 
declared  that  Jie  was  again fl:  this,  as  well  as  moft  of  the  other 
meafures  of  government ;  that  be  flood  alone,  unconnedled 
with  any  party  ;  that  he  defpifed  any  man,  who  at  fuch  a  cri- 
.tical  jundure  as  the  prefent,  could  be  fwayed  by  any  perfonal 
motive  whatever  ;  that,  for  his  part,  he  i'poke  ix  animoj  and 
he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  give  him  credit  for  his  afTertion, 
He  conclude4  by  obferving,  that  although  he  might  not,  per- 
haps, be  able  to  give  that  clofe  attendance  to  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Houfe  which  he  could  wilh,  yet  he  would  uniformly  op-  , 
pofe  the  miniftry  in  every,  ftep  they  fhould  take  to  enforce 
meafures  which  he  heartily  condemned* 

Sir  George  Yonge  informed  the  Houfe  of  the  manner  in  Sir  c««rjr* 
which  the  Devonfhire    addrefs  was   obtained,  without  the  ^•«^*- 
knowledge  or  concurrence  of  the  gentlemen  of  property 
in  the  county* 

Mr.  Rigby.    I  ihould  not  have  rifen  to  the  prefent  quef-  Mt.  Ri^by^ 
tion,  bad  not  the  learned  gentleman  brought  mc  into  a  con- 
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fptcuous  light,  from  what  an  Irifh  fecr^tary  is  faid  to  have 
mentioned  in  another  place.  I  have  a  gjeat  opinion  of  that 
gentleman's  abilities ;  and  it  is  very  plain  he  has  a  very  good 
opinion  of  me,  from  the  way  he  treats  me.  Becaufe  the 
Irifh  fecretarjr  fays  I  am  a  ra(h  and  inconfiderate  individual, 
therefore  adminiftration  faj*  1  am  fo,  for  fuch  and  fuch  fenti- 
ments.  As  tothe  right  of  taxing  Ireland,  I  aflert  it  upon 
the  folid  authority  of  an  aft  of  Parliament ;  if  this  Parlia- 
ment has  a  right  to  depiyre  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Ireland  of 
their  judicial  right,  in  the  dernier  report,  it  has  a  right  to  do 
every  thing  e^lk.  But  the  learned  gentleman^  has  taken  a 
longer  field  j  he  has  given  us  a  rueful  catalogue  of  troops, 
which  are  to  execute  the  meafures,  and  amon^  ttie  reft  20,000 
*  Ruffians.  This  is  the  firfl  time  that  I  ever  neard  a  fyllable 
of  Ruffians  coming  here.  It  is  true,  I  am  not  of  the  cabinet ; 
I  never  was  there  in  my  life  :  but  from  the  connexions  I 
have,  and  from  all  my  information,  I  know  of  no  fuch  dc- 
fign.  But  whenever  a  war  has  been  opened,  which  demands 
foreign  auxiliaries,  various  are  thofe  that  have  been  hired. 
The  laft  war  faw  Wolfenbuttlers,  Heflians,  Hanoverians,  and 
I  know  not  what,  in  our  fervict  ;  and  there  was  a  Britannic 
legion,  which  confifled  of  all  the  thieves  in  Europe  :  the 
learned  member,  if  difpofed  to  ridicule,  might Hjall  them  and 
the  Marattaa^of  the  eaft,  allies  of  the  King  of  England.  The 
learned  member  enters  very  logically  into  the  diftindrions 
of  rebellion,  and  from  attending  minutely  to  them,  all  lean 
learn  is,  that  there  are  two  forts  of  rebellion  ;  one  which  the 

fentleman  likes  very  well,  and  one  which  he  likes  not  at  all. 
[e  detefts  the  rebellion  of  1745,  ^^^  ^^^'^^  theprefent  paffing 
well.  Now,  for  my  part,  although  I  think  there  is  but  one 
kind  of  rebellion,  I  cannot  carry  my  fentiments  fo  far  back 
as  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  for,  whenever  the  American^ 
(hall  return  to  their  duty,  and  behave  as  loyally  as  the  people.- 
of  Manchefler^  [  fhall  not,  by  any  means,  confider  them  as 
deferving  my  hatred  ;  but  fhall  readily  give  up  the  point  of 
taxation  for  honourable  terms  of  acommodation  with  them. 
Col.  Barr/.  Colonel  BarrS  obferved,  though  he  was  informed  his  ho- 
nourable and  learned  friend  coufd  not  ftay  long  the  prefent 
evening,  yet  he  did  not  believe^  however  extenfive  and  pro- 
iitabk  the  pradice  of  his  learned  friend  might  be,  that  he 
would  negledl  to  attend  his  duty  in  that  Houie  on  any  affair 
-of  national  importance,  where  his  advice  or  af&ftance  might 
be  fervicea^b  to  his  country.  He  obferved,  that  he  had  late- 
ly heard  many  |cntlemen  in  adminiftration  fpeak  very^mode^ 
ratcly  of  AmerSm  affairs,  and  he  exhorted  tbcnr  to  tferow 
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fome  kind  of  a  conciliatory  propofitioit  together,  as  a  tttp  to«i 
wards  an  accommodation.  He  requefted  the  friends  of  mi- 
niftry  not  to  be  fo  very  fond  of  war,  as  to  overlook  an  eafy 
an()  honourable  peace,  which  lay  fo  immediately  in  their 
way,  that  they  could  not  but  fee  it,  if  they  would  but  give, 
themfelves  the  trouble  to  look  for  it  ;  and  concluded  by  re- 
minding the  Houfe,  <^  that  Philip  loft  the  now  United  Pro* 
vinces  by  being  too  tenacious  of  one  flngle  poft." 

Mr.  Jcknd.     As  I  tinderftand  by  what  dropt  from  thcMj^^f/^,/. 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  [Colonel  Barrel  that 
the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  [Mr.  Dunning]  may. 
probablv  fooQ  leave  the  Houfe,  and  as  I  do  not  intend  that 
fome  aiperfions  the  ^lourable  and  learned  geptleman  has       ^ 
thrown  out  on  me  ffi»£p  unnoticed,  I  rife  now  to  give  the 
learned  gentleman  an  op]S^^Mkv  of  replying  if  he  chufes  it. 
The  learned  gentleman  b^^^K  calling  me  his  honourable 
friend,  and  immediately  P^j^ftd  to  give  me  themoft  une-' 
quivocal  proofs  of  his  friendfhipIVy  throwing  outaflertions  as 
detrimental  to  an  independent  charader,  as  they  were  unfmind- 
ed  in  fzQt.  The  learned  gentleman  has  faid,  that  theaddrefs^f 
the  firft  regiment  of  Devooihire  militia,  which  I  had  the  ho- 
nour of  prefenting,  was  correddd  by  the  noble  Lord.     If  I 
was  to  giv€  way  to  the  juft  dictates  of  my  reientment,  no.  ex- 
preffion  tHe  £n^Ki|ti  language  con^med,  would  be  ftrong 
enough  to  tnark  in  its  true  colours  4|^^n  unwarranted  afier* 
tion ;  but  Lwill  content  myfelf  with  ^daring  to  this  Houfe,< 
this  full  ^Ilery,  and  the  whole  world,  that  it  is  untrue.     The 
addrefs,  which  has  had  the  misfortune  of  drawing  down  the 
weight  of  that  gentleman's  rcfentment  upon  it,  and  which  % 
it  feems,  io  an  unfortunate  hour,  prefented  to  his  Majefty^  if 
its  containing  ftrong  fentiments  of  loyalty  to  the  King,  and  ar-i 
tachment  to  the  conftitution^  be  a  crime,  is,  I  conrefs,  moft 
criminal.     But,  Sir,  forry  am  I  to  find»  that  expreffions  of 
loyalty  to  the  King  and  attafihment  to  the  conftitution,  fhould 
appear  fo  criminal  to  that  learned  gentleman.     This  addrefs, 
at  which  the  ge^|kman  is  fomuch  difpkafed,  exprefies.  Sir, 
a  juft  abhorrenceot  every  attempt  to  alienate  the  miAds  of  h^s 
^ajefty's^  fubje£^s,  and  a  readinefs,  when  properly  called  on» 
to  cndegvour  to  fupprefs  any  internal  enemies  or  the  King, 
and  this  conftitution.     It  is  neceiTary  that  I  fhould  inform 
this  Houfe.  that  about  the  time  that  this  and  many  other 
weftern  addKies  originated  in  the  countrv,  manv  inflaiMua- 
tory  papers,  lureathing  a  fpirit  averfe  to  all  order4|d  tra^pk^v 
lity,  had  been  with  aa  afliduity  hitherto  unknpwii,  difperfed 
through  the  weft,_aa4i^ft  others,  letters  invlRng  to  aiibciate 
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had  been  fent  to  many  of  the  principal  magiltrates  and  firft 
gentlemen  of  property  ;   thefe  aifociations  were  recommended 
on  the  principle  that  afTociations  of  the  fame  nature  had  been 
entered    into  previous   to   the    Revolution.     Now,    Sir,  wc 
unfortunate  country  gentlemen,  who   arc   not  blefled  with 
thofe  abilities  which  teach   us  to  underf^and  black  when  wc 
read  white,    did  conclude,  that  if  thefe   letters  of  aflbcia-i 
tion  fo  recommended,  did  imply  any  thing,  they  did  imply 
the   neceffity  of  another  revolution.     Under  fuch  cifcunn- 
ftance;s.  Sir,  in  fuch  times/ were  we  not  juftified  ?  Did  ^ve 
not  ad  the  part  of  good  citizens  and  good  fubjeds,  pub- 
lickly  to  declare  to  the  whole  world  Our  juft  abhorrence  of 
every  attempt  to   alienate  the  mind»;rf  his  Majefty's  fub- 
jeds,  and  to  exprefs  our  readinefs^jurhen  properly  called  on, 
to  exert  our  utmoft  endeaVoMiM^O ;jiupprefs  any  internal  ene- 
mies of  the  King  and  thi^HniAitution ;  for  Sir,  fuch   in* 
fiammatory  papers  and  fu^BH^cular  letters  of  afTociation, 
are  attempts  to  alienate  the^inds  of  his  Majefty's  fubjefis, 
and  thofe   men,  I  care  not  who  they  are,  by  whom  fuch 
papers  and  fuch  letters  were  circulated,  are  enekni'es  to  the 
King  and  this  coniHtution.     An  honourable  gentleman  ob- 
fcrved,  that  not  above   fixty  or  feventy   people   had  figned 
the  Devon  (hire  addrefs  ;    1  muft  tell   that  gentleman,  that 
be  has  been  egregioi^|mifinformed,  fori  can   afTure  this    I 
Houfe,  that  nineteen  Ik  of  twentv  of  the  principal  refident 
reprefcntativcs  of  the  property  of   the   county  <ftgned   that 
addrefs.     I  muft  here  beg  the  patience  of  this  Houfe,  as   I 
am  on  my  legs,  to  anfwer  a  qucftion  which  has  been  often 
thrown  out  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.    It  is   perpe- 
tually afked,  how  country  gentlemen,  whom  it  feems   it   is 
the  fafiiion  of  fome  gentlemen   in  this  Houfe  to  ridicule, 
though   I  believe  they  would  be  very  glad  of  their  fupport, 
can  again  truft  an  adminiftration  that'has  fo  often  deceived 
them  ?  P*or  one  Sir,  I  .anfwer,    that   they   never  have  de- 
ceived me;  but  if  I  had  been  deceived,  I  had  been  deceived 
under  the  fandion  of  the  graved   and  mflr  refpedable  au- 
thorities of  this  Houfe,  under  the  fandbton  of  that  honoura- 
ble and  learned  gentleman    himfelf,     who  during  the   IslA: 
feffion  of  Parliament,   when    adminiftration    applied«  to  Par- 
liament to   ftrengthen  the  hands  of  government,   compared 
the  difturbances  then  exifting  in  the  province  of  the  Mafia- 
chjfiptts  fljgy  to  the  riots  that'  had  often  happened  at  difFereiic 
tinB  in  Sjlprent  parts  of  England,  which    had  been  fup^ 
preffed  witfra  very  trifling,  if  not  wi^ut  any  affiftance'of  a 
military  force.     Would  not  thert fore  that  gentleman   and 
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his  frJbids  have  treated  it  as  the  moft  ridiculous,  the  moft 
abfurdy  the  moft  extravagant,  the  wildeft  of  all  wild  doc-^ 
trincs,  if  adminiftration  had  propofed  to  Parliament  to  fend 
out  a  force  adequate  to  the  conqueft  of  a  whole  continent^ 
to  do  what  i  Why  to  fupprefs  a  few  inlignificant  riots 
in  the  Mafiachufetts  .province,  fuch  as  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman told  you,  that  you  have  had  fifty  times  in  this 
country,  and  which  have  been  fupprefled  without  any 
militaiy  aid  at  all.  I  again  repeat,  I  have  not  been  de« 
ceived  oy  adminiftration,  for  I  did  not  think  the  force  com- 
petent ',  but  becaufe  a  competent  force  was  not  fent  out  laft 
year,  I  do  not  think  it  good  (enfe  or  good  argument  to 
oppofe  the  fending  out  a  competent  one  this  year ;  nor  ftiould 
1  think,  if  at  this  time  I  withdrew  my  weak  fupport  from 
adminiftration,  I  ftiould  the  next^  year  have  a  right  to  ac- 
cufe  adminiftration  for  the  ill  fuccefs  of  meafures  if  they 
fhould   fucceed   ill,    when  I  had   done  every  thing  in  my  ' 

power  by  my  oppofition  to  prevent  their  execution- 
Mr.  bunning  apologized  for  the  miftake  he  had  been  un-  Mr.  Duni 
defy  refpe&ing  the  addrefs  from  the  Devonfliire  militia.  nmg. 

Right  honourable  71  Townfljind  called*  on  the  minifters  to  Rt«  Hon.T'* 
know  where  the  Ruffian  troops  were  to  be  fent,  as  it  was  ^••'•/••A 
afiertcd  in  the  other  Houfenot  to  America;  aad  now,  by  Mr. 
Rigby,  not  to  England.  He  fuppofed  to  Ireland,  Said  that 
innovations  in  the  militia,  were  dangerous,  becaufe  every 
Handing  oppreffive  force  in  Europe,  began  with  a  harmlefs 
militia.  He  detefted  the  politics  of  adminiftration  while  he 
compaffionated  the  unhappy  Americans,  who  had  been  prp- 
voked  to  refiftance  by  the  late  ads.  He  declared,  that  in  his 
opinion  the  neceffity  of  embodying  the  militia  of  any  part  of 
the  kingdom  could  only  be  juftified  by  XoqtX  caufes  \  that  if 
there  was  a  rebellion  in  Scotland,  or  in  Wales,  he  ftiould 
vote  for  the  embodying  of  the  Scotch  or  Welch  militia,  but 
not  otherwife  $  and  that  he  differed  in  opinion  from  an  ho- 
nourable member  [Mr.  Rigby]  who  had  aflerted  he  knew  but 
of  one  kind  of  rebellion.  Mr.  Townftiend  in  fupport  of  his 
diflent  from  Mr.  Rigby,  inftanced  the  rebellion  of  1745, 
when  the  town  of  Manchefter  (who  had  now  fent  up  an  ad« 
dre&,  flattering  the  miniftry,  and  abuiing  the  gentlemen  in 
oppolitton)  took  an  oftenfible  part  againft  the  prefent  family. 

Sir.  Thmias  Egerton^  defended  the  town  of  Manchefter ;  |jf  ''fhmm 
faid  he  had  figned  their  addrefs, '  which  did  not  contain  any  ^t^^* 
abufe  upon  the  gentlemen  in  oppofition. 
Right  honourable  71  Toimijhend^  cited  the  pafiage*  l^t*  Hoa  r. 
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Mf.  pgrk04  *Mr*  j&ttTii^f  dbfervtd,  that  the  Mancihcftcr  tddneft  was  not 
fingular  in  the  indecency  of  its  language,  but  that  all  the 
ihinHlerial  addrcfies  fpoke  of  fhofe  who  had  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  citII  war  in  which  this  countnr  was  unhappiljr 
now  plunged  through  the  ruinous  and  deirru(^ive  meafures 
puritifd  by  adminiftration,  iii'the  moft  fcurrtlous  and  illtberai 
manner.  That  the  gentleman  who  defended  Manchefter 
Aocfid  in  the  fahie  predicament  with  nlany  others  who  had 
fig;ned  what  they  never  read,  and  therefore  were  aftonifhed  when 
they  afterwards  lieard  the  language  of  the  addrefles ;  Ian-- 
guage,  he  faid,  Wh^dh  difgraced  the  name  'of  Britons ;  in 
which  the  good-nature  of  Engliftmen  and  the  manners  of 
gentlemen  were  totally  forgot ;  and  which,  though  procured 
by  coartiers,  contained  nothing  charaAeriftic  of  them  but  the 
moft  ignoble  ftrvUity,  afid  the  mdft  unmerciful  encourage- 
ment of  barbarous,  hlood-thirfty  meafures.  There  were  two 
other  addreilev,  he  declared,  which  called  loudly  for  the 
cenfure  of  that  Houfe;  the  addrefs  from  the  firft  battalion  of 
the*  Dcvonihire  militia,  and  the  addrefs  from  the  Univerfity 
of  Ojrford.  •  Thefe  he  termed  the  addrdTes  military  and  cccle- 
fiaftic ;  addrefles  from  perfons  who,  at  all  time^,  and  on  all 
occaiioits,  wcredebatred  conftitutionally  from  meddling  with 
the  politics  of  the  country.  He  defcanted  largely  on  the  firft, 
(hewing  the  ihrpropHcty  of  the  militia,  or  any  armed  body's 
foliciting  to  be  employed  againft  their  fcllow-firbjefts.  With 
regard  to  the  latter,  he  almoft  charged  Lord  North  with  hav* 
ing  not  only  feen  it  before  it  was  prcfented  to  the  King,  but 
with  ha^ng  altered  the  compofition  of  it  j^  and  if  Lord  North 
avowed  the  propriety  of  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  (a\)odjr  oT 
learned  and  religious  m^n)  interfering  with  politics,  advriing 
a  civil  war,  and  calling  thofe  that  oppofed  it  rebels  and  trai-* 
tors,  the  freedom  of  this  country  ^as  dead,  her  liberty  was 
no  more.  He  painted  in  ftrong  colours,  the  fituation  of  the 
heads  of  an  Univerfity,  who  he  declared  ought  by  no  means 
to  inftili  political  principles  into  the  minds  of  thdfe  who  were 
not  fuflSciently  matured,  who  knew  too  little  of  the  world 
to  b^  able  to  judge  'of  their  propriety,  and  to  d  iftinguifli  between 
found  policy  and  deftrudVive  expedients.  Every  man,  he  ob- 
ferved,  muft  ftel  the  violent  error  of  fuch  a  C9ndu£l ;  he  had 
hinafelf  a  fon  at  the  Univerfity,  and  he  could  not  approve  of 
his  fon's  being  told  by  grave  men,  that  bis  father  was  an 
abettor  of  rebels.  He  concluded  with  declaring;  that  Lord 
North  ought  not  only  to  have  abftained  from  taxine  part  rn 
the  formation  of  that  addrefs,  but  that  he  ought  tobave  re- 
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je&ed  it  when  it  wasfent  to  hiin,'and.pFevj6nie<Lit.fram  b«iag. 
prefentcd. 

Sir  fVillUm  Bagot  related  the  prigin  of  the  Stafford.  addrers»^ir.i7«;fir. 
declaring  that  he  \i2Ld  feea  the  ad^refe  from  Londqn  to  the. 
eledors  of  Great-Britain,  aiid  as  he  was  not  willing  that  the^ 
gentlemen  of  the  countyihould  be  feduced.by  it,  he  fuppj^- 
ed  at  die  feffions  an  addrefs,  containing  fentinients  veiy  diffe-i 
rent  from  the  London  addrefs,  oc^ly  one  perfon,  whom  tho* 
Houfe  well  knew,  [Mr.  Wpoldridge]  ohjcSting  to  it, 

Hon.  Capt.  LuUrilL  When  the  laft  votes,  in  favour  of  Hon,  Capt., 
theaddrcfs  (which  I  confiderqd  to  be  deftrufiive  to  the  liber-^*''*'*^* 
ties  of  America)  pailed  this  Hoiife,  I  thought  we  ini^bt  take, 
leave  of  every  ray  of  hope,  that  peace  and  good  feUowfliip 
would  9g4in  fubfift  between  our  colonies  and  this  ^oiintry  ; 
I,  however,  felt  this  confolation,  that,  uninfluenced  by  fcl-, 
iifh  views,  of  by  the  political  ipti^refts  of  any  .n^ao,  orfet.of. 
men  whatfoever,  I  had  difcharged  my  duty  agreeabU  to  my. 
confcience,  and  the  beft  of  my  abilities  ;,  and  as  I  could  not 
prevent,  I  had  only  to  lament  the  future  progress  of  this,  un-*^ 
natural  war,  fiut.  Sir,  in  confequcnce  of  what  fell  from  the 
noble  Lord  on  the  oppofite  bench,  1  hold  it  a  duty  incumbent 
on  me,  to  offer  to  the  Houfo^fuch  inticlligence  as  I  have  re- 
ceived from  America,  that  \  may  not  be  comprehended 
among  the  number  of  tbofe  gentlemen  the  noble  Lord  fup^ 
pofes  to  be  inclined  to  conceal  from  hiniy  pr  the  pmblic^  what^ 
tbey  have  reaibn  to  believe  is  the  true  and  general  fentlments 
of  the  Americans. 

Sir,^a  noble  Lord  has  communicated  to  us,  the  private  infcM*^, 
mation  hi  has  received  from  a  general  officer  at  Bofton  ;.  a  righ| 
honourable  member  in  my  eye  acknowledged  the  receipt,  of  a 
letter  from  an  ever  memorable  colonel,  the  fubftance  of  which 
amounted  to  little  more  than  this,  that  he  lamented  thty  had 
been  miftaken  in  their  ideas  of  the  provincial  army.  Sjr,  my 
information  comes  not  from  a  military  man,  but  from,  a  friend 
of  mine,  whofe  family  remains  in  this  c;ountry,  an4  who 
went  to  America  f9r  the  recovery  of  his  health.  Sir,  he  is  of 
a  nation  that  will  hardly  be  fulpeded  of  taking  part  Ln  this^ 
rebellion  ;  he  is  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  fovnd  judgment,  quick 
difcernincot,  fome  philofophy,  and  much  caiulonri  he  i« 
known  to  many  members ,ot  this  Houfe,  having  been,  a  candU 
date  for  a  feat  in  P^u-liament.  I  value  his  information,  be* 
caufe  I  believe  it  authentic  ;  and  that  I  may  not  be  fuppoied 
to  ftate  it  partially,  as  what  he  iays  of  America  is  comprifed 
in  a  few  lines,  I  wil],.  with  leave  of  the  Houfe,  read  them. 
[Hen  Captain  Luttrell  read  a  letter  frm  New  York^  dated 
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{he  hginning  ofSeptembery  which  affirms^  *'  That  the  people 
there. aim  not  at  independence,  but  are  generally  determined 
to  die,  rather  than  to  fubmtt  to  the  arbitrary  claim  of  taxation, 
though  they  are  informed  the  French,  their  natural  enemies, 
.Bave  offered  affiftanceagainft  them."] 

Now,  Sir,  if  the  information  conveyed  to  America  he  true, 
France  is  the  fonign  power  that  has  offered  us  affiftancc. 
What,  Sif ,  is  likely  to  be  the  ftate  of  your  army  then  ?  30,000 
Britifli  troops,  perhaps  one  .half  that  number  French,  fome 
thoufands  of  your  Canadian  fubje^ts  and  Irt{h  Roman  catho- 
lic marines.  Then,  Sir,  when  America  is  conquered,  and 
the  flower  of  your  army  cut  off,  your  new  allies  will  be  pre- 
pared to  difpute  the  conqueft  with  you.  Is  there  a  man.  Sir, 
in  this  Houfe,  that  doubts  but  every  Roman  catholic  of 
either  army,  or  in  that  country,  of  any  name,  defcription^  or 
fituation,  will  not  be  ready  again  to  aflcrt  the  right  of  France 
to  the  colonies  of  America,  in  oppofition  to  the  proteftant 
army;  or  that  they  will  not  befupported  by  the  northern  In- 
dians, who  are  bigotSfttflfae  Roman  catholic  religiorf,  and  im- 
:  mediately  under  the  influence  oft  the  p6pifh  priefts  and  jefuits 

which  abound  in  that  country.  Still,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
tdl,  whether  I  (hould  prefer  an  alliance  whether  France  or 
Ruflia.  It  is  time  we  fliould  look  to  the  enterprifmg  ge- 
nius rifing  in  that  empire;  to  a  people  eager  in  the  purfuit 
of  frefh  poflciSons;  in' climes  lefs  inhofpitable  than  thofe  they 
now  inhabit,  already  become  (thanks  to  Great  Britain  for 
it)  the  firft  maritime  power  in  the  north,  the  third  great  ma- 
ritime power  in  the  world,  extending  her  manufaSures  and 
cbmmerte. 

I  fear  the  balance  of  trade  is  already  a^ainft  us  ;  but  it  mulk 
inevitably  be  fo  foon;  and  then  you, will  fend  your  fpecie  to 
Rufiia,  to  purchafe  the  vaft  quantity  of  hethp,  turpentine, 
tar,  and  other  naval  ftores,  neceffary  to  fupply  the  prcfent 
great  naval  eflrabliihments.  Sir,  fhould  Ruffia  infift  upon 
lending  the/e  naval  ftores  to  your  arfenah  in  America  in  her 
own  bottoms,  dare  you  refufe  it  ?  What  may  be  matter  of  ne- 
irefHty  now,  was  Ignorance,  or  fomething  worfe,  ten  years 
ago.  Sir,  it  was  for  thefe  reafons,  1  requefted  the  honourable 
member  who  moved  the  addrefs,  ^uTd  adopt  the  motion, 
••  previoufly  to  enquire  into  the  real  ftate  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  American  colonies  5"  that  upon  mature  confidera- 
tion  we  might  prefent  a  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jcfty,  full  as  rcfpeflful  to  the  King  as  the  prefent  :  but  per- 
naps  lefs  conclufive  upon  Parliament,  Sir,  thofe  that 
thought  they  pledged  themfelves  to  nothing,  did  well  to  gi  v^ 
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it  their  aflent.  /,  confcious  I  knew  but  little^  and  believing 
I  pledged  myfelf  to  every  thing,  hope  I  did  as  well  to  vote 
9gainft  it ;  for  I  confidered  it  to  imply  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  both  countries,  whereas  it  appears,  by  the  language  of  admi- 
niftration,  that  they  are  totally  ignorant  of  the  re^I  date  of  ei- 
ther* One  noble  Lord  tells  us,  we  cannot  raife  an  army  of 
Britons  fufficient  tofubdue  the  prefent  Vtbellion  in  America; 
but  muft  call  in  the  aid  of  foreign  troops,  which  we  muft  pur- 
chafe  with  our  wealth,  in  like  manner  with  any  other  commo- 
dity. Some  gentlemen  of  great  abilities  and  equal  authority, 
bold  the  dired  cqntrarydodrines,  calling  up  to  our  refolution 
the  numerous  armyof  Britifh  troops  fupplied  in  the  late  war. 
From  fome  of  theie  benches  we  learn,  that  great  part  of  Ame- 
rica is  ftill  in  our  poflTef&on  \  from  others,  that  we  have  not 
a  foot  of  it.  One  minute  it  is  aflerted,  the  Americans  are 
if  ill  ready  to  fubmit;  the  next,  that  they  unite  the  men  with 
their  meafures,  and*  execrate  both.  Some  fay  they  contend 
only  for  taxation ;  others  for  independence  :  with  a  variety 
of  diflperent  accounts,  as  to  the  nll^^rs,  iituation,  and  op- 
pofition  of  the  provincial  army.  ^And  -  the  moft  material 
queftion  of  the. whole  ftilt  remains  undecided,  whether  this 
country  (England  I  me9n}  is,  or  is  not,  defirous  of  purfning 
coercive  meafures  againft  the  Americans  ?  Sir,  his  Majefty 
can  certainly  do  no  wrong  ;  but  are^  his  minifters  therefore 
above reprehenfion  ?  And  if  the  King-  has  been  deceived. by 
their  mifreprefentations,  is  it  not  more  dutiful  and  loyal, 
humbly  to  point  them  out,  than  to  let  the  people  afcribe  a 
fhare  of  blame  to  him,  while  they  take  ihelter  under  the  fa- 
cred  name  of  Majefty.  The  King  wifhes  for  peace  and  recon- 
ciliation with  America,  and  I  believe  the  noble  Lord  oppofite, 
and  a  part  of  his  afibciates,  do  fo  too,  as  well  as  the  seneral-^ 
lity  of  the  people  of  England  ;  and  that  thefe  blood  thi'rfty 
meafures  C9Ln  only  be  pleafing  to  fuch  flaves  to  a  part  of  go- 
vernment, who  the  very  laft  year  told  us,  they  {huddered  at 
the  plan  of  operations,  and  would  not  fupport  them,  becaufe 
they  thought  them  cruel ;  yet  now  they  can  adopt  them, 
'becaufe  they  are  ten  times  more  fo  ;  and  to  a  fet  of  unprin- 
cipled, arbitrary,  and  avaricious  men,  who  I  wiib  to  God 
were  transferred  td^a»government  like  New  Zealand  (where 
they  devour  their  fellow-creatures)  from  that  of  a  civilized 
nation. 

'     Hon.  Mr*  Fcx  obferved,    it  had  been  (aid  that  the  ad-  Hon.  Mr. 
dreiTes  would   cau(e  ill  blood  here,  but  that  he  would  add  ^•^^ 
fomething  more;  they  would  caufe  much  ill  blood  in  Ame- 
rica»     The  addrefs  from  the  X)evooi^ire  militia  he  reprobated 
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as  one  of  the  moft  uoconftitutional  a£b  thait  ever  b^d  fiUlen 
within  his  knowledge.  After  which  he  declared  he  did  not 
think  fo  meanly  of  the  underftandings  of  the  i^rcfent  mimftry^ 
as  to  fuppofe  they  would  leave  this  country  without  ^n  acmy 
of  fome  kind  ;  that  he  approved  of  a  militia  as  a  fuaedaweutm 
to  an  army,  but  that  by  the  prefenrbill  they  wer«  evidently 
to  ferve  as  a  part  of  the  army  itfelf.  He  then  entered  into  a 
definition  of  the  original  nneaning  and  intention  of  the  En* 
glifh  militia,  and  laid  it  down  as  a  do£brine«  that  formerly  a 
militia-man  was  merely  armed  and  difciplined,  that  he  might, 
when  danger  was  at  his  door  and  prefled  upon  him,  dehrad 
.  himfelf.  He  faid  he  fhould  certainly  be  againft  the  iotro-  . 
du£tion  of  foreign  troops,  and  he  was  alfo  againfi  a  ftandtng 
army  ;  that  the  purpofe  of  the  prefent  bill  was  to  create  a 
ftanding  army,  and  to  encreafe  the  power  of  the  crown  )  that 
he  faw  no  difference  between  a  ftanding  army  of  regulars,  and 
a  ftanding  army  of  nvilitia,  whom  the  King  could  call  out 
when  he  pleafed  ;  for  that  in  this  country,  and  every  other 
extenfive  dominion,  there  would  always,  in  fome  part  or 
other,  be  a  riot,  which  the  minifter  might  call  a  rebellion* 
There  might  be  a  difturbance  among  the  negroes  in  Jamaica, 
in  Bengal,  or^ny  other  diftant  place,  which  might  ferve  as 
a  pretext  for  embodying  the  militia.  That  many  gentlemen 
would  frequently  be  embarrafled  who  ferved  in  it,  by  being 
put  upon  difagreeable  duty  ;  and  that  at  prefent,  if  he  was  a 
militia  officer,  be  would  reiign.  He  concluded  with  decla- 
ring that  adminiftration  were  taking  advantage  of  the  prefeiu 
fituation  of  affairs,  to  put  the  people  under  martial  law,  and 
to  add  that  law  to  the  prerogative*  l^hat  all  the  late  Ame^ 
rican  ads  tended  to  increafethe  power  of  the  crown,  and  to 
demolifli  the  righls  of  the  people ;  and  that  as  the  prdent  bill 
evidently  would  do  fo,  he  fliould  oppoic  it* 

1.01^  North.  Lord  North  obferved,  that  although  there  were  fo  many 
different  opinions  held,  and  fo  many  different  objeAiona 
thrown  out  in  the  prefent  debate,  that  it  was  impoffii- 
ble  for  him  to  reply  to  all  of  them,  yet  he  thought  it 
incumbent  on  him  to  fpeak  to  two  ibatters  whii£  had 
been  urged  by  the  gentlemen  in  oppofitton  :  one  was,  the 
charge  made  againft  him  refpedin?  the  Oxford  addre(s  ; 
and  the  other,  the  idea  which  had  been  aliedged  to  pre* 
vail  with  adminiftration  of  introducing  foreign  troops  into 
this  kingdom ;  with  regard  to  the  latter,  he  dedired  there 
was  no  uich  idea  entertained,  and  he  appealed  to  the  bill  be*-* 
fore  the  Houfe  as  a  confirmation  of  what  he  faid  ;  for  that  ft 
was  obvious,  if  miniftry  had   fuch  an  inteotion  they  never 
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would  have  intjroduced  the  bill,  but  moved  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  fofcign  troops,  on  the  plea  of  tfie  infufficiency  of  the 
prefent  militia  aft.  He  declared  he  was  himfelf  averfe  to  the 
employment  of  foreign  troops,  but  that  where  a  great  con- 
fiitutional  point  waa  to  be  carried,  and  which  could  not  be 
carried  without  them,^  he  faw  no  objcdlion  to  their  being 
made  ufe  of ;  he  thought  they  might  be  applied  to  as  a  re- 
fource,  though  it  would  be  impolitic  to  ufe  them  in  the  firft 
inftance :  that  as  we  had  more  money  than  men,  it  was  a 
natural  and  ajuftifiablerefource  in  cafes  of  neceflity ;  but  that 
at  prefent  adminiftration  meant  to  leave  the  defence  of  this 
country  to  the  gentlemen  pf  it,  which  was  furely  the  meafure 
moft  likely  to  prove  agreeable  to  every  Englifhman  ;  and  that 
fo  far  was  he  from  wiihingto  embarrafs  any  gentlemen  in  the 
militia,  that  he  had  no  objedion  to  the  infertion  of  a  claufe, 
giving  them  ppwer  to-refign  if  they  difliked  the  fervice.  His 
^ordtnip  treated  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Fox,  refpec^ing  ^ 

the  dangerous  ufe  that  might  be  made,  at  any  future  period, 
of  the  power  granted  by  this  ad,  as  a  chimera,  never  likely  to 
be  realized ;  obferving  upon  the  hazard  a  miniAer  would  run 
in  making  a  riot  in  the  Indies,  or  a  difturbance  in  any  diflant 
quarter  of  the  King's  dominions,  a  pretext  for  calling  out  the 
militia  of  England ;  and  adding,  that  if  any  minifler  fhould 
be  fo  hardy,  he  fincerely  hoped  he  would  be  impeached  at  th« 
barof  thcHoufc  of  Lords,  With  regard  to  the  Oxford  ad- 
drefsy  his  Lordfhip  declared,  that  itcathe  to  him  as  a  part  of 
the  univerfity,  as  one  of  the  firm  of  it ;  in  faft,  it  was  fent  as 
a  compliment  to  their  chancellor;  that  he  did.  not  alter  the 
language  ;  that  he  both  then  and  now  thought  it  contained 
fucb  feixtiments  as  were  proper  to  come  from  the  univerfity  ; 
that  it  did  not  encourage  the  plunging  this  country  into  a  civil 
war ;  that  it  only  expreifed  a  difguft  at  rebellion,  and  teemed 
with  profeffiohs  of  loyaky  which  were  an  honour  to  thoffe 
from  whoni  it  came ;  ana  that  therefore  he  did  not  prevent  it 
from  being  prefented  :  but  he  fotemnly  protefted  that  he  faw 
no  other  addrefs  in  its  way  to  the  .throne,  and  he  defied  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  after  the  moft  exa£fc 
enquiry,  to  prove  that  adminiftration  interfered  in  procuring 
any. 

Lord  John  Cavendiih  made  a  (hort  reply  ;  after  which  the 
Houfe  divided  upon  the  qaeftion.  For  reading  the  bill  259 ; 
againft  it  50^ 

Bill  committed. 
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November  3. 
A  petition  of  the  merchants  of  London  trading  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  was  prefented  and  read  ;  fctting  forth ^  that  the  inha- 
^  bitants  of  the  fugar  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies  have  hitherto 
been  fupplied  with  very  large  quantities  of  flour,  bread,  rice, 
and  Indian  corn,  from  the  continent  of  America,  from  which 
fupply  they  are  now  cut  off  by  reafon  of  the  prefent  interrup- 
tion of  commence  with  America ;  and  that  the  quantity  of 
wheat  and  meal  flour,  bread,  and  bifcuit,  now  allowed  by 
law  to  be  exported  to  <the  faid  colonies  from  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, will  be  greatly  infufficient  for  the  fuftenance  and  ufc  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fugar  colonies  during  the  continuation 
of  fuch  interruption  \  and  therefore  praying  the  Houfe  will 
take  the  premifes  into  confideration,  and  grant  fuch  relief  as 
to  them  {hall  feem  meet. 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table. 
Sir7rf«#f        Sir  James  Lowthermovcd,  that  the  introducing  the  Hano- 
'  "'•     verian  troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  belonging  to  the 
crown  of  Great- Britain,  without  the  corifenc  of  Jr'arliament 
firft  had  and  obtained,  is  contrary  to  law.     He  faid,  h^  would 
not  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  Houfe  in  entering  into  the 
great  queftlon  of  law  which  this  refolution  led  to,  that  doubt- 
lefs  would  be  fpoken  to  by  more  able  gentlemen  than  himfelf. 
The  meafure  appeared  to  him  to  be  doubly  improper,  botk  as 
being  in  direSt  oppofttion  to  the  bill  of  rights,  the  adof  fet- 
.    tlement,  and  theeftablilhed  law  of  the  land  ;  and  alfo  that  ic 
is  at  prefent  highly  inexpedient  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  dif- 
pute  with  America.  Why  are  we,  faid  he,  to  have  recourfeto 
foreign  mercenaries,  inftead  of  our  own  troops  ?  Why  place  a 
dependence  upon  thofe  who  cannot  feel  the  fame  call  for  dc- 
fcnding.the  liberty  of  this  country  as  the  natives  of  it  ?    There 
is  no  good  reafon   for  this  ;  and  if  wc  may  judge  from  the 
uniform    tenor  of  adminiftration  in   all   thqir  condud,    we 
ought  to  con  fid  er  it  as  a  moft  dangerous  weapon  in  the  worft 
hands  which  any  weapon  can  be  lodged  in.     But  the  noble 
Lord  on  the  other  fide  the  Houfe  will  tell  us  that  he  is  the 
able  pilot  chat  is  to  condutS):  us  into  port,     I  (hould  be  glad 
to  afk  that  able  pilot  what  are  the  provifions  he  has  made  on 
the  continent  of  An(ierica  for  the  employment  of  thofe  nume- 
rous forces  to  be  voted  ?  Where  are  his  tranfports  aiwl  viftual- 
lerstogo?  Where  are  his  magazines  to  be  formed?  What 
fccurity  will  he  give  us  that  they  are  not  to  roll  about  the  At-^ 
lancic  by  way  of  a  harbour  ?     But  one  queftion  ought  to  in<« 
elude  a  thoufand  others.    Why  have  we  not  peace  with  a  peo- 
ple, who  it  is   evident  defire  peace  with  us,  and  who  ar< 
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ready  to  fubmlt  to  the  legtflative  authority  of  this  country  t 
f  He  thea  road»  as  a  part  of  his  fpeech,  the  lafl;  addrcfs  of  the 
Congrefs,  to  the  people  of  England.] 

Governor  Jobf^one,  moved  to  read  that  part  in  his  Majefty's  Governor 
fpeech,  which  fays,  *'  and  I  have,  in  teftimony  of  my  afl^Aion  Johnjiwe. 
for  my  people,  who  can  have  no  caufe  in  which  I  am  not  equally 
intereftcd,  fentto  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon,  a 
part  of  my  eledoral  troops.'*  He  then  acquainted  the  Houfe« 
that  he  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion  of  his  honourable  friend. 
Nothings  Mr.  Speaker,  requires  fuch  watchful  attention 
in  this  admirable  fyftem  of  government,  as  the  due  poize 
of  the  fword  between  the  King  and  the  people.  His  Ma- 
jefty  has  the  entire  command  of  the  troops  after  they  are 
raided  er  introduced  into  his  dominions,  that  military  ope- 
rations may  be  condn&ed  with  that  fecrecy  and  difpatch, 
which  is  neceflary  to  give  them  their  full  effect;  but  the 
people,  on  the  other  hand,  rouft  be  firft  confulted  on  the 
occafion  of  raifing  or  introducing  fuch  troops,  left  under  the. 
pretence  of  defending  us  againft  our  enemies,  an  over- 
whelming force  may  be  turned  againft  our  deareft  rights. 
This  rule  I  take  lo  be  a  corner  ftone  in  the  Britifh  conftitu- 
tion,  which  onCe  removed,  leaves  every  privilege  we  enjoy, 
at  the  mercy  of  the  King.  The  words  the  clerk  has  juft 
read,  I  confider  as  the  moft  wanton  violation  of  this  princi- 
ple, and  the  moft  avowed  declaration,  that  it  does  not  exift 
in  the  law  or  fpirit  of  our  government.  It  is  to  meet  fuch 
dangerous  do£krines,  and  to  vindicate  the  wifdom  of  our 
anceftors,  who  have  not  left  the  rights  and  privileges  for 
which  they  bled  on  fo  precarious  a  footing,  that  I  now  pre- 
fume  to  trouble  the  HouCe  >  nor  does  the  bill  of  indemnity, 
laid  on  your  tabfe  by  the  minifter  fo  early  this  day,  flacken 
my  ardor  on  theoccafton*  In  the  preamble  to  this  bill,  which 
I  have  juft  read,  it  is  declared,  **  that  doubts  have  arifen'' 
on  this  great  conftitational  queftion  ;  I  fay,  then  it  is  fit  the 
legifiature  (bould  determine  thofe  doubts.  If  fo  palpable  a 
defed  remains  in  this  government,  let  us  boldly  declare  the 
faft,  and  corre£k  it  without  delay/  If  (as  I  apprehend)  it 
is  free  from  fo  glaring  an  abfurdity,  as  that  of  fuppofing 
his  Majefty  can  introduce  any  number  of  foreign  troops  into 
his  dominions  without  the  confcnt  of  Parliament,  let  us,  with 
equal  willingnefs,  aflcrt  the  right  of  the  people  throughout 
his  Majefty's  dominions ;  and  cenfure,  or  pardon,  thofe  who 
have  offended,  as  their  condud,  when  duly  coniidered,  may 
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defervc*  But  in  tendernefs  to  them,  do  not  let  this  great 
affeo^bly  forget  what  we  owe  to  our  country :  do  not  let  us 
forget  what  we  owe  to  our  own  dignity  as  legiflators,  by  leaving 
fo  great  and  eflential  a  point  undecided,  merely  in  com- 
pliance with  the  humours  of  fome  gentlemen,  who  want  to 
balance  between  their  former  profeiSons  and  their  prefeac 
conduft. 

It  was  happHy  obfcrvcd  by  a  noble  earl,  whofe  fuperior 
wirdom  was   fo  long  revered  in  this  Hoiife,  that  you    might 
intrench  yourfelf  witti  parchment  up  to  the  teeth,  as  defences 
againft  the  power  of  arms  put  into  the  hands  of  other  men  : 
but  the  real,  fecurity  confifted  in  never  admitting  of  fuch 
numbers  as  could  efte£t  any  evil  purpofe ;  for  wherever  fuch 
power  had  been  intrufted,  diftindfrom  the  guardians  of  li- 
berty, the  fword  had  always  found  a  pafTage  to  the  vitals  of 
the   conftitution.     This  principle  ever  direfied   our   peace 
eftablithments,  till  the   reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty.     This 
had  governed  the  condud  of  our  anceftors  till  this  hour. 
Thisjcaloufy  is  evident  in  every  claufe  of  the  mutiny  bill, 
whereby  a  military  cftablifhment  is  interwoven  into  our  go- 
vernment.     But  in   cafe  this  prudent  generous  jealoufy    is 
commendable  againil  our  own  countrymen  and  fellow-citizens 
when  they  become  foldiers,  they  who  have  equal  privileges  to 
lofe  and  to  defend  ;  they  who  have  all  the  ties  of  friendfhip, 
relation,  and  education,  to  reflrain  them  from  deftroying  the 
liberties  of  their  country ;    how  much   more  watchful  and 
attentive  ought  we  to  be,  when  this  intoxicating  power  is 
delivered  up  to  foreign  mercenaries,  who  have  no  objeA  but 
the  pleafure  of  a  prince ;   who  hav^  been  siccuftomed   to 
confider  the  rights  of  a  freeman  as  an  infult  on  their  profef-' 
fion  ?     Shall  neither  argument  or  experience  ftop  this  Houfe 
in  the  madncfs  of  her  American  career.     Muft  every  princi- 
ple of  our  government  be  diflblved  in  the  conteft.     Shall  the 
flrft  barriers  of  our  freedom  be  levelled  with  the  duft,  to 
favour  our  minifters  in  their  abfurd  management.     Shall  we 
defpifc  the  hiftory  of  all  thofe  nations,  from  Carthage  down- 
wards,   who   have  loft  their  liberty  by   employing   foreign 
troops,  and  recur  to  thofe  weak  filly  arguments  which  have 
always  been  ufed  as  the  reafon  for  firft  introducing  them.  How 
diflFcrent  is  the  fpirit  which  prevails  now,  to  that  which  in- 
fpircd  our  anceftors  after  the  Revolution'?     That  the  Houfe 
may  judge  on    this    point,  I  defire  the  meffage   from   king 
William,  of  the    i8th  of  March,   1698,  and  the  anfwer  of 
the  Commons  of  England   may  be  read.     [^Read  the  mejfagi 
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tmdanfwir  as  under.*]     Here  you  find  a  King  to  whom  the 
very  Parliament,   he  addrefled,  owed  the  freedom  of  their 


♦  Journals  oftheHoufe,  i8th  March,  1698. 
The  earl  of  Raoela^h  acquainted  the  Hotife,  that  he  had,  in. 
command  from  his  Majefty,  a  mefilige  to  deliver  to  this  Hcufe, 
figoed  by  his  Majefty,  and  all  of  his  own  hand-writiag :  which 
the  faid  earl  delivered  in  to  Mr.  Speaker,  who  read  the  fame  to 
the  Houfe,  and  is  as  foUoweth,  viz. 
William  K. 
His  Majcfty  is  pleafed  to  let  the  Houfe  know,  that  the  neceflary 
preparations  are  made  for  tranfporting  the  guards,  who  came  with 
him  into  England  ;  and  that  he  intends  to  fend  them  away  imme- 
diately, unlefs,  out  of  confideraiion  to  him,  the  Houfe  be  difpofed 
to  find  a  way  for  continuing  them  longer  in  his  fervice,  which  his 
Majefty  would  take  very  kindly. 

Upon  which  a  quelHon  being  propofed,  that  a  day  be  appointed 
to  confider  of  his  Majefty's  fuid  mefiiige,  the  quellion  was  put, 
that  thatquefiion  be  now  put,  and  it  pafied  in  the  negative. 
2dth  of  March,  1698. 
The  lord  Norris  reported  from  the  committee,  appointed  on 
Saturday  lall,  to  draw  up  an  humble  addreft,   to  be  prefented  to 
his  Maje% ;  that  tl^y  had  drawn  up  an  addrefs  accordingly,  which 
he  read  in  his  place,  and  afterwari^s  delivered  in  at  the  clerk's 
table,  where  the  fame  was  read,  and  is  as  foUoweth  : 
Mod  gracioi'B  Sovereign,  * 

We  your  Majelty's  moil  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  commons 
in  this  present  Parliament  alTembled,  do,  with  unfeigned  zeal  to 
your  Majcfty's  perfon  and  government,  (which  God  long  preferve) 
moft  humbly  reprcfent, 

That  the  paffing  the  late  art  for  difbanding  the  army,  gave  great 
fatisfadtion  to  your  fubjerts;  and  the  punrtual  e:tccution  thereof, 
urill  prevent  all  occafion  of  diftrufl  or  jealoufy  between  your  Ma- 
jeily  and  your  people. 

It  IS,  Sir,  to  your  loyal  Commons,  an  unfpeakable  grief,  thnt 
any  thing  fhould  be  a&ed  by  your  Majefty's  mclfage,  to  whicli 
they  cannot  confciu,  nolthout  Joing  nyiolcnct  to  that  conjlitution y^ur 
Majejly  eame  over  to  rffion  and p reft rvty  and  did  at  that  time,  in 
your  gracious  declaration  promife,  that  all  thofe  foreign  force* 
which  came  over  with  you  fhould  be  ftnt  back.  In  duty,  there- 
fore, to  your  Majeil/,  and  to  difcharge  the  trull  repofcd  in  u?, 
we  crave  kavc  to  lay  before  you,  that  nothing  conduceth  more  to 
the  happincfs  and  welfare  of  this  kingdom  then  an  intirc  confi- 
dence between  your  Majeily  and  your  people  ;  which  can  noway 
be  fo  firmly  eftabliihed,  as  by  cntrulling  your  facred  perfon  witli 
year  own  fubjcCls,  who  have  io  em.ncntiy  fignalized  ihemfelves 
on  all  occaiioas  during  the  late  lon^  and  expe nUve  war. 
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r<;folvfs,  fupplic^ting  with  a  .Icgree  of  eai^rnrfs,  humility, 
and  affection,  that  mipht  havt-  melted  a  Roman  father.,  in 
behalf  of  troops,  who  had  been  niiivc  in  his  fervicc;  who 
had  been  the  companions  of  all  his  glorv^  and  all  his  toils, 
whofc  numbers  could  be  no  objeft  of  jealoufyt ;.  but  thofc  real 
patriots  knew  the  nature  of  courtly  precedents,  and  they  faw 
the  confcquences  of  this.  They  refufcd  the  common  formality 
of  appointincr  a  day  to  take  his  Majcfty's  mefTage  into  con- 
fideration  ;  they  waved  thofc  trifling  refpects,  when  the  con- 
ilitution  of  their  country  was  at  (lak-  ;  they  inftantly  named 
a  committee  to  draw  up  an  anfwcr,  and  the  Houfe  moft 
folemnly  and  truly  declared,  as  you  have  heard,  **  that  they 
could  not  confent  to  his  Majefty's  rcqucft,  without  doing 
violence  to  that  conftitution  his  Majefty  came  over  to  pre- 
fcrvc."  While  I  commend  this  glorious  fpirit  in  our  fore- 
fathers, I  hope  there  is  no  perfon  who  hears  me,  that  can 
believe  it  fprings  from  any  of  thofe  ignoble  prejudices,  which 
fometimes  prevail  again!):  the  inhabitants  of  other  countries. 
Singly  and  individually,  I  believe,  a  Frenchmen  as  good  as 
an  Engliihman,  and  a  Spaniard  equal  to  either,  if  they  are 
protected  by  a  free  government.  All  I  maintain  is,  that  their 
misfortune  having-  placed  them  under  defpotic  governments, 
they  are  more  fit  to  deftroy,  and  not  fo  fit  to  prcfcrve,  the 
privileges  of  freemen.  That  the  happy  predel-flion  every  man 
feels  for  his  native  foil,  is  a  principle  eftaMi{hedJ)y  God,  and 
ought  to  be  flri6t]y  attended  to  by  ftatefmen  in  the  formation 
of  armies,  and  that  no  intelligent  ftatefman  cverdefpifed  this 
natural  afFeflion,  or  would  wifh  to  have  recourfe  to  foreigners 
in  the  want  >n  degree  the  inftance  before  us  exhibits*  It 
is  faid,  we  have  plenty  of  money,  but  are  fcarce  of  men  -^ 
If  money  is  fo  plenty,  it  were  well  to  confider  from  whence 
this  fuperabundance  comes,  before  we  kill  the  hen  that  lays 
the  golden  egg.  It  is  ftrangc,  in  one  breath  to  declare  our 
plenty,  and  in  the  next  to  plead  our  poverty,  as  a  reafon  for 
altering  our  ancient  fyftem  of  colony  government,  to  get 
money  to  fupport  us  !  '  As  to  the  fcarcity  of  men,  I  main- 
tain, if  any  country  wants  men  for  its  neceflary  purpofes, 
there  are  fomc  dcffcls  in  the  fyftem  of  government,  livery 
country  unJcr  4  good  government  will  breed  up  to  the  num- 
bers wanted,  and  the  means  of  fubfiftance.  If  population 
falls  off,  there  is  fome  radical  defc(S*^I  perceive  fomc  gentle- 
Wtn  feem  to  laugh  at  this  do<9rine— I  laugh  at  their  ignorance. 
Will  any  man  allcdge  there  is  no  radical  defed  in  our  go- 
•vcrnment,  where  hy  impolitic  impofitions  in  your  revenue 
laws,  ipco  men  are  annually  loft  to  the  Jtingdom,  and  4000 
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arc  tempted  to  work  ag^nft  its  intercft :  3CX)0  are  annually 
loft  in  gaol,  or  as  fugitives  driven  abroad  by  the  feverity  of 
your  laws  refpefting  private  debts ;  icoo  by  criminal  punilh- 
ments  ;  1000  foldiers  die  annually  out  of  the  courfe  of  naturcf, 
by  the  manner  of  Ihifting  our  troops  from  ftation  to  ftation,  to 
pick  up  the  difeafes  of  all  climates ;  ibme  millions  are  loft,  to 
national  defence,  by  the  oppreffive  laws  about  religion  in 
Ireland.  Is  it  poffible  to  confider  thefe  fafts,  and  affert  there 
is  no  defeft  in  the  government  under  which  they  happen  > 
The  introduftion  of  foreigners  by  bills  of  naturalization,  or 
flretchcs  of  prerogative,  to  remedy  fuch  wafte,  can  only- 
Tender  the  difeafe  mord  incurable.  Adminiftration  place  this 
war  to  account  of  the  dignity  of  the  nation ;  for  they  ac- 
Knowledge  no  other  profit,  or  advantage,  can  be  reaped  from 
it  in  the  end.  But  is  there  any  ftep  that  can  reduce  the  repu- 
tatii>n  of  this  country  fo  low,  as  that  of  depending  on  the 
cleQ)orate  of  Hanover  for  the  interior  government  of  its  own 
fubj^ds  ?  What  a  confeffion  at  the  outfet  in  this  bufinefs  ? 
thaV  Great  Britain  is  unequal  to  the  conteft  !  How  are  the 
mighty  fallen  fince  the  peace  of  1763?  What  afpedacle 
for  Europe  !  Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  force  of  the 
empire  is  really  fo  diminifhed,  or  muft  we  impute  it  to 
the  injuftice  of  the  caufe,  and  the  madnefs  of  our  rulers, 
who,  without  exterior  caufe,  have  rent  the  empire  afun- 
der  in  fo  deplorable  a  degree*  So  far  I  have  reafoncd  on 
the  bad  policy  of  this  meafure,  fuppoling  it  had  been  per- 
mitted by  the  law  of  the  conftitution.  I  fhall  now  confider 
it   upon  thcjpirity  and  then  upon  the  letter   of  the  law. 

ThefpHt  of  the  conftitution,  is  fully  declared  by  the  bill  of 
rights,  and  annually  by  the  mutiny  bill.  "  That  the  raifing,  or 
keeping  up  a  ftanding  army,  within  the  kingdcnty  unlcfs  it  be 
with  the  confent  of  Parliament,  is  againji  law^  Is  there  ^ny 
man  fo  narrowed  in  his  ideas  of  government,  as  to  think,  in 
a  icntence  declaratory  of  the  firft  efl'ential  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  that  the  words  within  the  kingdom y  meant  merely 
the  territory  of  England.  The  bill  of  rights  is  not  an  enaft- 
ing  law,  but  declaratory  of  the  old  rights  of  the  fubjcd  by  the 
common  law :  in  this  cafe  we  muft  look  for  the  prmciplc  that 
governs  the  rule  ;  wherever  this  principle  extends,  the  law 
applies.  The  principle  is  plain,  that  the  King  may  never  be 
able  to  aflepible  any  military  forces  for  unjuftifiable  purpoiis, 
fo  as  to  overawe  the  Parliament  to  enaft,  or  the  people  to  - 
acquiefce  in  meafures,  which  may  be  deftruftlve  of  their 
freedom.     Let  us, try  the  conftruftion  contended  for  by  the 
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friends  of  adminiftration  by  this  rtflc  :  to  what  purp<^  pro- 
hibit the  King  from  exercifing  this  power  in  England,  if  he 
.can  raifc  or  introduce  into  Ireland  or  Gucrnfey,  or  the  plan- 
.tationsy  whatever  number  of  armed  men  he  pleafes  ?  The 
reafoning  is  fo  weak  and  abfurd,  that  I  am  well  inforaied,  the 
iirft  law  officer*  of  the  kingdom  has  abandoned  it  in  aaother 
afl'embly;  befides,  if  this  doctrine  takes  place,  wliat  fecurity 
have  the  people  in  the  colonies  for  any  of  their  privileges,  if 
liis  Majefty  can  order  what  number  of  forces  hepleafes,  into 
the  different  colonics,  without  tlie  confent  of  Parliauncnt } 
How  does  this  accord  with  the  doftrincs  of  virtual  reprefen- 
tation  ?  if  their  members  here  have  no  vote  in  the  nicwft  ma- 
terial of  all  other  concerns  in  a  free  ftate,  the  power  of  tlx 
jivcrd—xht  feeble  protcftion  from  witholding  thicir  pay  and 
iubiiftance  is  of  little  avail :  the  eleftor  of  Hanover  aiay  pay 
them ;  men  in  arms  will  ever  find  money  for  themielvesb 
Nor  can  there  be  any  reafon  alledged  for  reigning  this  power 
to  the  crown  :  foreigners  never  can  be  employed  without 
leaving  fufficient  time  for  calling  the  Parliament ;  whenever 
it  is  neceflary  to  employ  them,  the  occaiion  muft  be  ig  mo- 
mentous as  to  demand  the  advice  of  the  great  counfel  of  the 
nation.  To  alledgc,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe,  that  the-members 
of  this  Houfe  would  rather  fubmit  that  the  crown  Ihould 
pdTcls  the  power  of  butchering  half  the  inhabitants  of  the 
empire,  than  be  difturbed  in  jtheir  dlverfion  of  killing  a  par- 
tridge, is  the  fe^'ereft  fatire  that  could  be  pronounced  upon 
IK.  It  may  be  true  of  the  majority.  But  in  that  cafe  I  alk, 
if  there  can  be  fo  ftrong  a  proof  of  a  declining  empire  ?  I  alk, 
if  fuch  difpofitioas  prevail,  if  the  people  of  America  have 
not  juft  grounds  of  jealoufy  againft  iubmitting  the  proteftion 
of  tlieir  dcareft  rights  to  fuch  guardians  ?  f  maintain  there 
was  full  and  fufficient  time,  without  retarding  the  meafurc, 
to  call  die  Parliament ;  the  tranfports,  with  the  Hanoverians, 
are  not  even  yet  failed  from  Stade,  The  manner  of  mention- 
ing the  faft  m  the  King's  fpecch,  (more  as  a  piece  of  news 
than  as  a  meafure  on  which  we  could  deliberate)  fufficiently 
fhows  that  the  prerogative  of  fending  foreign  troops  to  every 

Sart  of  his  Majefty's  dominions  beyond  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Iritain,  is  claimed  by  his  Majefty's  minifters  as  an  undoubted 
power  in  the  crown  :  and  though  the  bill  of  indemnity,  now 
introduced,  fhews  they  arc  under  much  difficulty  in  main« 

^  The  lord  high  chancellor. 
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tainmff  this  doftrine  by  argument,  yet  every  man  of  ienfe 
muft  fee  this  bufinefs  is  merely  to  amuie  the  country  gentle- 
men, that  they  .might  retire  with  decency  on  this  day  ;  for  I 
defy  them,  under  all  the  fhifts  of  parliamentary  doublings, 
to  n^ative  this  motion,  confiftent  with  their  former  princi- 
ples. Another  objedion  to  this  meafure  occurs  very  ftrongly 
to  me.  His  Majefty  has  declared,  that  any  treaty  whicn 
may  be  made  for  the  employment  of  foreign  affiftance,  fhall- 
be  laid  before  the  Houfe,  Now  I  niaintain,  fome  treaty  foV' 
mutual  contrail  (which  is  here  the  fame  thing)  mnft  have 
been  made  with  the  eleftor  of  Hanover,  and  regiftered  in  hi  5 
council  for  the  employing  thoie  troops.  They  are  corps  as  dil- 
tinft  from  the  troops  of  this  country  as  the  Ruffians.  His  Ma- 
jefty, and  Ae  elcftor  of  Hanover,  are,  in  their  polical  capa- 
city, asdiftinft  as  the  emprefs  and  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 
Does  any  one  fuppofe,  fo  perfcft  a  defpotifm  prevails  in  Ha- 
nover, that  the  elefior  has  ordered  the  troops  of  that  ftate 
without  Ibme  formal  capitulation  ?  If  there  has  been  a  capitu- 
lation, we  have  a  right  to  fee  it.  The  mintfters  have  engaged 
his  Majcfty's  word,  that  every  treaty  for  that  purpofe  fhall 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and  in  cafe  it  is  witheld,  or  denied, 
they  arc  re(ponfib1e  for  the  breach  of  fo  facred  a  declaration,  , 
But  after  fporting  with  the  royal  proclamation,  under  all  the 
feals  and  folemnities  of  the  ftate,  in  the  Quebec  bill ;  after 
defpifing  charters  of  ^vemment  granted  by  his  Majefty's 
predeceilbrs,  and  acquiefced  under  for  hundreds  of  years,  as 
the  proper  executive  form  of  binding  the  nation,  I  am  not 
furprifed,  tliey  mock  and  ridicule  a  §>eech  to  Parliament  of 
their  own  drawing. 

I  come  now  to  confider  the  letter  of  the  law.  The  aft  of 
fettlement  1 2  W.  III.  c.  2.  enafts,  **  that  no  perfon  born 
out  of  the  kingdoms  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland,  or 
the  dominions  thereto  belonging,  (although  he  be  naturalized, 
or  made  a  denizen)  exeept  fuch  as  arc  born  of  Englifh  parents, 
Ihall  be  capable  to  enjoy  any  office,  or  place  of  truji,  civil  or 
mlitary^^  Now  I  aflc,  if  poffeffion  of  the  fortrefs  of  Gibral- 
tar, or  Port  Malion,  is  not  a  great  military  truft  ?  I  aik,  if 
the  King  could  commit  this  truft  to  the  omcers  of  Spain,  ot 
France  ?  I  defire  to  know  where  the  diftinftion  in  point  of 
law  is  to  be  found,  which  renders  it  more  legal  to  commit 
thofe  great  national  bulwarks  to  Hanoverians  than  Spaniards^ 
The  miniftry,  under  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  by  advipe  of  the 
late  duke  of  Cumberland,  had  made  the  fame  miftake  as  to 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  in  a  capitulation  they  had  made 
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with  cdionol  (now  general)  Prcvoft,  for  employing  foreigncra 
in  America,  without  the  previous  confcnt  of  Parliament.  I 
heard  Mr,  Pitt,  in  his  place,  tell  the  then  minifters,  if  they 
Ihould  dare  to  employ  mch  troops,  he  (hould  conlider  the  aft 
of  fettlement  as  broken,  and  that  he  would  impeach  the  ad- 
vifers  of  fuch  illegal  meafures ;  this  was  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war  with  France,  yet  no  appreheniion  of  danger 
could  ihduce  that  great  man  to  yield  any  conftitutional  pomt 
to  the  expediency  of  the  moment,  which  might  eftablifti  a 
precedent,  that  might  ruin  his  country.  Thefe  minifters, 
though  in  poffeffion  of  full  as  great  a  majority  as  generally 
follow  the  voice  of  the  noble  lord  in  my  eye,  were  too  wife 
to  perfevcre.  They  brought  in  the  a&  of  the  29  Geo.  II. 
c.  5.  to  enable  his  Majcfty  to  grant  commiffions  to  foreign 
Proteftan^  in  Ameriea,  only  with  the  fcveral  limitations  in  the 
bill,  which  every  officer  knows.  If  his  Majefty  had  poflefled 
the  power  of  employing  foreifjn  troops,  where  was  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  fuch  a  bill  ?  The  diftinftion  that  is  taken  by  the 
.  noble  lord  in  the  war  department,  is  trifling  to  the  laft  degree^ 
He  fays  the  difference  is  obvious,  becaufc  in  the  one  cafe, 
they  hold  commiffions  from  the  King ;  in  the  other,  from  the 
eleaor  of  Hanover.  Are  they  lefe  to  be  feared,  becaufc 
they  do  not  hold  their  commiffions  from  the  ftate  ?  Are  they 
not  equally  under  the  order  of  his  Majefty,  when  they  enter 
his  dominions  ?  The  law  does  not  fay,  they  (hall  not  hold 
any  commiffions,  but  any  office,  or  place  of  trujiy  civil  or 
military.  Our  anceftors  did  not  guard  againft  the  (hadow, 
and  fubmit  to  the  preffiire  of  the  fubftance.  What  further 
confirms  me  In  this  opinion  is,  the  words  of  the  mutiny  bill. 
It  declares,'  as  a  principle  in  the  eonftitution,  "  that  no  man 
,  can  be  forejudged  of  life,  or  limb,  or  fuffer  any  punifhment, 
but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers."  It  makes  the  exception 
as  to  the  army,  to  be  employed  under  that  bill.  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca  are  exprefsly  mentioned  as  places  within  the 
purview  of  the  aft.  Every  one  is  now  convinced,  from  the 
cafe  of  Fabrigas,  after  all  the  chicane  to  avoid  the  decifion, 
that  fubjefts  in  Gibraltar,  or  Minorca,  are  equally  liable  to 
the  proteftion  of  the  common  Jaw,  againft  oppreffions,  as  in 
other  parts  of  his  Majefty 's  dominions.  The  mutiny  aft  de- 
clares, as  the  only  authority  under  which  courts  martial  can 
be  held,  **  That  his  Majefty  may  grant  his  warrant  to  the 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  or  other  chief  governor  or  gover- 
nors there,  for  the  time  being,  or  the  governor  or  governors 
of  Minorca^  Gibraltar,  and  any  of  his  Majefty's  dominions 
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beyond  the  feas  rcfpc&ively,  6r  the  perfon  or  perfons  there 
commanding,  in  chief,  his  Majefty*s  forces,  from  time  to 
time,  to  appoint  courts  martial  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland/ 
and  other  places  and  dominions  refpeftively  :  in  which  courts 
martial,  all  the  ofi^nces  above  mentioned,  and  all  other 
offences  herein*  after  fpecified,  Ihall  be  tried  and  proceeded 
againft  in  fuch  manner,  as  by  this  aft  fhall  be  hereafter  di- 
reftcd,"  The  fnbfajuent  part  of  the  aft  declares,  **  That 
every  member,  affifting  at  fiich  trial,  before  any  proceedings 
can  be  had  thereupon,  fhall  fwear,  that  he  will  adminifler 
juftice  according  to  the  rules  and  articles,  for  the  better  go- 
vernment of  his  Majefty's  forces,  and  according  to  theaft  of 
parliament,  now  in  force,  for  the  punifhment  of  mutiny  and 
defertion,  and  other  crimes  therein  mentioned.'*^  All  thefe 
relations,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  Hanoverian  officer  to 
comply  with.  Men  who  will  not  carry  their  ideas  on  the 
fpot ;  who  will  not  attend  to  the  precifion  of  criminal  pro- 
ceedings by  the  Englifh  law,  which  leaves  nothing  to  difcre- 
tion,  find  no  difficulty  in  any  thing;  "  Do  the  belt  you  can," 
folves  tvery  difficulty,  and  forms  every  inflruftion  from  tliem. 
But  to  men  of  more  accurate  difcernment,  I  will  afk  a  few 

Jueftions.     Can  any  court  martial  be  held  in  Minorca,  or       * 
jibraltar,  without  warrant  from  the  governor?     Can  his 
warrant  order  any  court  martial,  otherwife  than  as  defcribed 
by  the  mutiny  bill  ?     Can  German  officers,  without  know- 
ing our  language,  fwear  they  will  adminifter  juftice  according 
to  a  law  they  do  not  undcrfland  ?     In  cafe  the  fentencc  is 
death,  who  is  to  aj^rove  fuch  fentence,  or  who  is  to  fign  the 
warrant  to  execute  ?  If  it  is  alledged,  the  Hanoverians  carry 
their  own  military  law  with  them  into  our  dominions,  I  fhall 
put  a  cafe  :  fuppofe  an  Hanoverian  punifhed  by  Hanoverian 
law  in  Minorca,  fhbuld  brins;  his  aftion  for  damages  againfl  the 
governor,  or  in  cafe  of  pumlhment  by  dtath,  aji  indiftment 
is  found,  would  fuch  a  plea,  in  juftiiication  that  it  was  done 
according  to  the  laws  of  Hanover,  be  allowed  ?     I  mai|itain 
tliat  it  would  not,     I  afTert,  the  mpment  any  man  enters  into 
the  dominionsof  the  crownof  Britain,  he  pwes  a  local  allegiance, 
and  is  liable  to  the  punifhments  and  the  proteftion  of  the  laws 
of  this  realm  only,  and  that  no  foreign  jpotentate  hath,  or  can 
exercife  anyjurifdiftion,ecclefiaflicar,  civil,  or  military,  within 
the  fame,  if  thefe  pofitioi^s  ^re  true,  I  demand  then,  under  what 
law.  are  the  Hanoverians  to  be  tried  ?     If  they  can  neither  be 
•  tried  by  our  martial  law,  or  their  own,  I  afk,  in  what  ftatc  pf 
fecurity  are  thofe  garrilpAs  left,  when  entrufled  to  men  under 
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AO  regular  martial  diicipline  i  All  thefe  thingg  prove  not  only 
the  neccflity  of  the  previous  confent  of  parliament,  before 
foreign  troops  can  be  introduced  into  the  King's  dominions, 
but  me  nepeflity  of  an  a£^  of  paiiiament  to  accommodate  th« 
|aw  to  their  iituation.  Some  men,  from  approving  the  mea* 
fure,  may  think  this  oppofition  fprings  from  captiousmotives  ; 
I  think  r  have  faid  enough,  and  quoted  refpe^lable  authority 
fufficient  to  vindicate  the  movers  from  fuch  reproach.  Num- 
bers in  this  Houfe,  conceiving  themfelves  happy  under  various 
lucrative  employments  and  bounties  from  the  crown,  do  n«>t 
perceive  the  progrefiive  fbeps  the  prerogative  is  making,  Bcr 
fides  the  dally  increafe  of  influence  by  additional  places  aad 
pcnfions,  when  I  confidpr  the  wci^t  thrown  into  tha:t  pre- 
ponderating firale  by  the  royal  marriage  bill }  jthe  viplent attempt 
to  raife  money  on  the  fubjeA  b^  proclamation,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  which  was  at  laft  coodenvied  ia 
tbe  c&urts  of  Uw,  notwithftandiog  pvery  obftru^oh  Aat 
could  be'  devifed  ;  the  great  inordinate  ana  iniquitous  pdwec 
given  to  the  crown  by  a  violation  of  all  the  rights  of  the 
members  of  the  Eaft-India  company;  the  further  breaches 
in  the  old  form  of  government,  by  the.unufual  powers  yielded 
to  his  Majefty  by  the  Queb^sc  aft,  and  Bofton  port  oill ;  I 
fay,  when  I  confider  thefe  flrides,  fince  the  Ihort  period  of 
his  Majcfty's  acccflion ;  the  great  increafe  of  our  peace  cfta- 
bliihment  m  the  fleet  and  army,  I  cannot  help  expreiling  the 
alarms  I  feel,  that  a  defpotic  government  is  aftually  intended^ 
that  tlie  proceedings  in  America  arc  only  the  forerunner  pf 
what  is  prejparing  for  ourfelves  athome^  and  that  nothing  can 
infura  the  luccei's  of  thofe  fchemes  fo  effcftually,  as  eftabliihr 
ing  the  principle  which  is  now  contended  for,  that  the  Kingr 
may  overawe  us  with  foreign  troops  j  if  we  are  not  difpcrfed  to 
receive  the  chains  that-his  miniflers  are  forging  for  us. 

Before  I  (it  down,  I  beg  leave  to  fay  a  word  pr  two,  on  the 
fubjcft  of  die  different  addreflcs  to  die  crown,  which  have 
been  fo  often  mentioned  in  this  Hpufe,  and  given  to  the 
public  with  fuch  affefted  parade  in  the  Gazette,  even  de- 
fc ending  to  the  mcaneft  Scotch  Burgh,  while  petitions  from 
jhe  firfl  counties  in  England  have  been  denied  that  honour  ; 
making  the  Gazette,  whijch  ihould  be  a  paper  of  authentic 
intelligence,  a  vehicle  of  falfc  information,  more  fharoe- 
Ids  than  that  of  Bruxells  during  the  laft  war.  Firft,  it 
is  aiferted,  to  inflame  the  nation,  that  the  provincials  had  ex- 
crcifcd  great  cruelties,  and  had  fcalped  our  foldiers/  This  t 
affcrt  to  be  a  notorips  falfehood ;  diat  one  man  who  was  killed . 
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was  afterwards  fcalped  at  Concord^  I  believe  to  be  true  •  but 
the  treatment  given  to  the  King's  troops  in  general,  who  were 
then  made  prifoaers,  was  humane  and  generous*  Another 
falfc  faft,  afferted  in  the  Gaiette,  was,  that  Mr.  Sayer  had 
been  taken  up  for  high  treafon.  The  ftdry  erf  a  fcheme  to 
feize  his  Majefty*8  perfon,  when  going  to  the  Parliament 
Houfe^  was  circulated  with  the  utmoft  induftry  ;  but  when 
tiie  warrant  was  produced  before  a  judge,  not  remarkable  for 
leaning  to  die  caufe  of  liberty,  it  appeared  the  commitment  ' 
was  for  treajhnahk  praSlices ;  and  the  whole  ftory  appeared  fo 
futile  and  ridiculous,  that  this  ms^iftrate  fhewed  his  titmoft 
contempt  of  the  whole  proceeding.  Yet  thefe  truths  never 
reach  the  countr)[ :  men  read  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Americans 
abroad,  and  the'  indignant  treafon  of  their  abettors  at  home ; 
what  eood  fubje^,  under  fuch  belief,  would  not  offer  his  life 
and  fortune  in  defence  of  his  Majj^efty^s  perfon  ?  If  I  could 
have  belieired  any  defign  againft  his  Majefty,  I  fhould  have 
been  aoio&g  the  foremoft  to  offer  my  life  in  his  fervice. 
Knowing  the  whole  to  be  a  wicked  contrivance  of  die  minii^ 
ters  to  deceive  the  King,  and  delude  his  people,  my  indigna^ 
tion  turns  againft  the  contrivers  of  fuch  fnameful  plots.  What 
can  be  faid  m  vindication  of  fuch  proceedings  ?  Is  the  pro- 
teftioB  of  die  perfonal  liberty  of  die  fubjed  no  part  of  the 
bufineis  of  this  Houfe?  The  prefident  Montefquieu  fays^ 
that  the  ipirit  of  liberty  fees  with  the  eye  of  a  jealous  mother 
the  injury  that  is  done  to  every  individual  ?  What  man  is 
fafe  under  fuch  machinations  ?  The  minifl;crial  paragraphs 
in  the  news-papers,  had  long  teemed  with  accounts  of  in-  - 
tercepted  letters.  At  length  a  contrivance  is  devifed  to 
fearch  the -private  papers  of  a  fufpe&ed  individual.  Will 
the  adviiers  •  of  thofe  meaiures  tell  us,  what  they  have  now 
found,  or  formerly  pofleffed  ?  Will  they  produce  fome 
of  this  intercepted  corre^ondence,  that  the  world  may  judge 
between  us  ?  Let  us  fee  upon  what  ground  bail  was  denied  to 
this  oppreffed  gentleman  ?  Why  he  was  font  clofe  prifoner  to 
the  Tower'?  Why  his  counfel  was  denied  admittance  ?  If 
there  are  no  grounds  for  fuch  cruel  feverity,  mankind  muft 
perceive  die  motive  for  propagating  fuch  falfities.  The  ride 
of  addreffing  may  turn;  when  the  people  fee  howgrofsly  they 
have  been  impofed  on  by  falfe  accounts,  and  falfe  intelligence, 
from  every  quarter  ;  when  they  find  that  all  true  information 
has  been  purpofely  denied  at  home  and  abroad.  I  fay,  when 
the  people  become  fenfible  of  thofe  truths,  their  vengeance 
pay  recoil  widi  redoubled  fury.    Richard  Cromwell,  and 
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James  the  Second,  had  their  coffers  filled  with  addreflcs,  three 
or  fear  months  before  they  were  difpoflfeffcd  of  all  authority. 
Thcfe  fhould  be  examples  what  little  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  empty  words  ?     The  good  fen^  of  tliis  country  is  often 
deceived  at  firft,  but  they  generj^Uy  return  to  the  principles 
of  freedom  at  laft.     The  American  conteft  is  complicated  in 
its  nature ;  it  demands  much  information,  and  a  proccfs  of 
reafonin^,  on   the  great  principles  of  focicty   tx>  underftand 
the  fubje£k;    every  art    is  uled   to  nliflead  and  miirepre- 
font,  by  men  reaping  the  harveft  of  our  troubles.     When 
the  nation  fhall  feel  die  great  lofs,  and  the  ruinous  expence 
attending  the  mcafures  of  adminiftration  ;  when   America, 
is  loft,  f  am  in  no  doubt,  they  will  invefti^ate  the  iubjeft 
and  call  thofc  to  fevcre  account,  who  arc  leading  them-  hood- 
winked in  this  wild  career,  which  cannot  be  juftified  on  any 
of  thofe  principles  of  liberty,  or  found  policy,  by  which  Ac 
fame  of  this  country  has  been  renowned  among  the  nations 
of  tlic  earth ;  by  which  it  has  hitherto  invigorated  cvcrj 
part  of  its  dominions  throughout  the  globe ;  by  which  it 
has  raifed,  and  by  which  alone  it  can  maintain^  this  mighty 
empire. 
Mr.  Wahir     Mr.  IValter  Stanhope  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  recapitulated 
StsHbsff.     what  he  called  the  errors  and   blunders  of  adminiftration ; 
and  prophefied  the  worft  confequences   if  the  affairs  of  this 
country  were  permitted  to  remain  much  longer  in  the  hands 
of  the  prefent  minificrs. 
LoH  Bsr-       Lord  Barnngtert,     Upon   this  queftion,  I  ihall,  from  the 
^M|tM..       attention  which  I  have  g^ven  the  fubjed,  from  being  in  office, 
endeavour  to  ftiew  the  Houfe  wherein   I  think  the  prefent 
motion  is  againft  truth ;  and  that  there  is  nothing  illegal  in  the 
prefent  cafe*     The  bill  of  rights  declares,  that  to  introduce 
foreign  troops  within  the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  and  with- 
out the  confent  of  Parliament,  is  illegal ;  and  that  declaration 
I  take  to  be  founded  upon  the  common  law  of  the  land  ;  but 
I  think  it  has,  as  the  bill  exprefles  it,  reference  only  to  the 
kingdom  itfelf,  and  not  to  the  dependencies  of  it,  of  which  our 
biftory  will  give  us  the  cleareft  proof.     Go  fo  far  back  as  the 
cafe  of  Calais ;  there  was  a  garrifon  kept  in  that  fortiefs  re- 
gularly, without  any  confent  of  Parliament,  or  without  its 
ever  coming  before  Parliament.     Then  there  v^ere  Dunkirk 
and  Tangier,  the  garrifons  of  which  were  kept  up  without 
having  the   leaft  recourfe   to   Parliament;    nor  was  it  ever 
dreamt  of,-  that  the  fovereigns  of  this  country  were  ading 
Illegally  in  keeping  up  fuch  garrifons.    As  to  the  eypedienc/ 
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of  the  meafurr,  it  U  juftl^iable,  becauFe  the  foreign  troops  are 
eafier  and  readier  to  be  had  in  due  time,  and. at  the  fame  time 
cheaper  than  our  own  troops.  1  know  frotn>  the  experience  of 
laft  year's  recruiting,  that  it  would  have  been.difRcult  to 
have  procured  new  levies  in  that  time.  He  declared  the  mea- 
fare  to  be  legal,  and  faid  he  fliould  pity  and  contemn  the 
minifter  who  (hould  aik  for  a  bill  of  indemnity ;  for  his  part  > 
he  wanted  none,  though  he  had  had  a  principal  ihare  in  ad- 
vifing  the  meafure. 

Right  honourable  7*.  Townjhend*  The  dangers  that  muft  Rt.Hon.  7. 
arifc  from  the  intrcxludion  of  foreign  troops  into  the  depcn- ^•w^A*^ 
dencies  of  the  realm,  if  not  illegal,  might  be  very  great ;  for 
it  might  ealiiy  be  in  the  power  of  an  ill-defigning  prince  to 
fill  all  the  exterior  parts  of  the  dominions  with  foreign  mer- 
cenaries^  and  take  opportunities  to  make  them  the  means  of 
overturning  the  conftitution.  No  man  fhould  forget  the  na« 
tural  tendency  of  ftanding  foreign  troops  \  they  cannot  efteem 
your  laws  ;  they  know  not  your  conftitution  ;  they  cannot 
refpeA  it.  Recoiled  the  cafe  of  the  Hanoverian  foldier  ac 
Maidftone,  where  the  commanding  officer  told  the  civil  of- 
ficer, <^  Releafe  the  man,  or  I  have  eight  thoufand  men  here, 
and  I  will  beat  down  your  gao\  and  take  him  by  force."  Sir, 
that  will  be  the  language  of  commanders  of  foreign  troops. 
They  know  not  the  laws,  they  cannot  refpcft  them.  Dif- 
putes  will  arife  in  quarters,  and  they  muft  be  terminated  in 
this  manner.  But  let  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  other  countries 
of  Europe,  and  fee  what  mif^irable  work  the  foldiery  have 
made.  Sir,  they  have  overturned  Europe  from  its  bafis. 
Look  at  Sweden,  where  the  King,  merely  by  the  means  of 
an  army,  has  cut  the  throat  of  Swedifti  liberty,  and  rules  by 
the  fword  ^  and  I  might  here  obfcrve,  a-propos^  that  this  ad- 
miniftration  in  England  was  acceiTary  to  the  mifchief,  or  at 
leaft  attempted  to  prevent  a  reparation,  i  do  not  aflert  this 
upon  my  own  knowledge,  but  1  have  been  told  it  on  pretty  . 
g.)0<i  authority,  when  the  emprefs  of  RuiTia  was  about  to  ftir 
in  favour  of  the  old  government  of  Sweden,  we  interpofed, 
and  threatened  her  with  the  fleet  of  England,  if  (he  made  any 
fuch  attempt.  He  was  zealous  in  vindication  of  the  charader 
and  reputation  of  king  William  the  Third,  whom  he  called 
our  immortal  deliverer,  which  had  been  aflaffinated  in  print, 
and  the  work  encouraged,  [alluding  to  Dalrymple's  book.] 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair^  fpoke  in   fupport  of  the  motion,  he.^'*  ^. 
faid,  he  fhould  not  enter  at  large  into  the  futjcS  of  American^""'      '^' 
afFairs,  but  confine  himfelf  fbri<91y  to  the  queftion  before  the 
Houfc.     He  firft  observed  on  (he  arguments  that  had  been 
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tiftd  on  the  other  fide  of  the  aueftion,  particularly  by 
Lord  Barrington.  He  faid,  the  noUe  Lord  had  affirmed  that 
there  was  no  ftatute  bw  which  limitted  the  number  of  forces, 
or  the  power  of  the  crown  in  thaf  refpe&,  before  the  Revolu- 
tion ;  yet  he  admitted  that  Charles  the  Second  keeping  a  ftand* 
ing  army  without  confent  of  Parliament,  was  contrary  to  law; 
it  muft  therefore  be  contrary  to  the  ancient  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  which  the  Serjeant  contended,  equally  mpplied 
to  the  prefent  cafe. 

With  regard  to  the  inftances  mentioned,  of  keeping  troops 
in  Calais,  Dunkirk,  and  Tangier^ without  authority  of  Par- 
liament, he  faid,  that  the  ill-confequences  of  the  two  latter 
inftances,  had  already  bec;n  fufficiently  pointed  out,  *  and  the 
noble  Lord  himfelf  had,  with  great  candor,  given  an  anfwer 
in  the  very  next  fentence,  by  obferving  that  the  fame  King 
who  kept  troops  in  thofe  two  garrifons,  kept  them  alfo  in 
England  without  confent  of  Parliament,  fo  that  no  inference 
could  be  drawn  as  to  the  legality  of  the  one,  more  than  of 
the  other,  which  the  noble  Lord  had  admitted  to  be  illegal. 
As  to  Calais,  it  was  the  laft  remnant  of  thofe  extenfive  terri- 
tories formerly  held  in  France,  by  our  kings,  who  claimed 
alio  the  crown  of  that  kingdom  ;  and  no  confent  of  the  Par- 
liament of  England  could  be  neceflary  to  enable  the  King  to 
keep  troops  in  his  French  dominions. 

He  then  argued  from  thcr  principles  of  the  conftitutioo, 
that  the  King  never  had  a  power  to  keep  up  a  ftanding  army 
of  mercenary  foldiers,  in  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the 
crown  of  England,  in  time  of  peace,  without  authority  of  Par- 
liament. Nor  to  introduce  foreign  troops  at  any  time, 
without  parliamentary  confent.  The  ancient  armies  of  the 
crown,  were  compofed  of  thofe  who  ferved  by  virtue  of  their 
tenure,  for  a  limitted.time,  and  for  particular  fervices ;  which 
the  King  was  intitled  to  in  common  with  other  inferior  lords 
in  right  of  property  and  tenure.  That  from  the  abolition  of 
thofe  military  tenures,  the  crown  had  no  conftitutional  mi- 
litary force  whatever,  any  where,  except  what  (hould  be  grant- 
ed by  Parliament.  That  the  bill  of  rights  being  declaratory 
of  the  ancient  laws  and  conftitution,  mould  be  conftrued  as 
extenfively  as  the  principles  from  whence  it  was  derived  ;  and 
not  narrowed  or  confined  to  the.  mere  words  of  the  declara- 
tion, which  had  a  reference  to  the  mifchief  recited  in  the 
preamble,  but  fhould  be  applied  to  all  mifchiefs  that  came 
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within  the  fame  principles.  That  it  had  been  held,  in  ano- 
ther houfc,  by  the  higheft  law  authority  in  the  kingdom  ;* 
that  this  claufe  of  the  bill  of  rights,  by  the  fpirit  and  fair 
conftru(5lion  of  it,  applied  to  all  the  dominions  of  the  crown* 
That  this  conftruftion  was  confirmed  by  the  mutiny  aft ; 
which  after'rcciting  the  very  words  of  the  bill  of  rights,  goes 
on  to  fay,  that  it  is  necefl'ary  that  a  body  of  forces  fhoula  be 
kept  up  for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  the  difence  of  the 
pQffeJJions  of  the  crown  of  Great' Britainy  &c.  From  whence 
he  inferred,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  legiflature,  that 
forces  could  not  be  kept  up  for  any  of  thefc  purpofes,  with- 
out confcnt  of  Parliament.  That  it  was  no  anfwcr,  to  fay 
that,  in  faft,  the  number  of  troops  mentioned  in  that  aft, 
are  only  thofe  kept  up  in  Great  Britain,  exclufive  of  thofe 
employed  in  the  garrifons  abroad ;  becaufe  eflimates  were 
every  year  laid  before  Parliament,  and  fupplies  granted  for  the 
expreis  purpofe  of  fupporting  the  troops  kept  in  thofe  garri- 
fons,  as  well  as  in  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  the  one  had 
the  confent  of  Parliament  as  well  as  the  othen 

He  argued  further,  that  the  employing  foreign  officers  was 
unlawful,  from  the  aft  of  fettlement,  oy  which  no  perfon 
born  out  of  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  though  natu- 
ralized, could  enjoy  any  office  ortlaa  cftruft  civil  or  military. 
And  that  the  command  of  a  body  of  troops  at  Gibraltar  or 
Minorca,  was  certainly  an  office  or  place  of  military  trufl. 

That  this  extended  not  only  to  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain but  to  all  its  dominions,  he  faid,  was  ftill  further  con* 
firmed  by  the  aft  of  29  Geo.  II.  c.  5,  by  which  the  Kjng 
was  enabled  to  grant  military  commiffions  to  foreign  prote- 
ftants  in  America,  which  would  have  been  altogether  unne- 
ceiTary,  if  the  King  by  his  own  authority  could  have  employed 
foreigners  in  any  part  of  his  dominions.  And  he  pointed 
out  to  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  the  precautions  taken  in 
that  aft,  by  limitting  the  number  of  fuch  foreign  officers, 
obliging  them  to  take  the  oaths,  and  declaring  that  the  colo- 
nel Ihould  be  a  natural  born  fubjeft  ;  none  of  which  were  or 
could  be  taken  in  the  prefent  inftance  of  the  Hanoverian 
troops,  without  the  authority  of  Parliament. 

After  enlarging  upon  thefe  topics,  he  dated  to  the  Houfe' 
the  doubts  and  difficulties  that  muft  arife,  by  what  law  thofe 
foreign  troops  fhould  be  governed,  or  their  difcipline  main- 
tained.    For  notwithftanding  all  that  had  been  faid  of  their 
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own  msirttal  law,  he  infiflcd  that  no  man  could  be  put  to 
death  in  the  dominions  of  this  country  by  any  other  authority 
than  the.  mutiny  a£l,  or  the  law  of  the  land.  He  put  it  to 
the  crown  lawyers,  to  fay,  by  what  law  difputes  arifing  be-* 
tween  the  Britifh  troops,  or  inhabitants,  and  the  Hanoverians^ 
were  to  be  decided • 

He  contended,  thiit  the  propofition  contained  in  the  motion, 
,was  not  only  ftridlly  warrantedby  the  principles  of  law  and  the 
conftitutfon,  but  that  it  was  highly  necefTary  that  the  Houfe 
fhould  come  to  fuch  a  declaration,  to  avert  the  danger  ariftng 
from  the  precedent;  more  cfpecially  after  the  approbation 
expreiTed  in  their  addrefs.  It  had  indeed  been  alledged,  that 
the  approbation  went  no  further  than  the  gracious  motives 
which  had  induced  his  Majefty  to  the  meafure  in  queftion. 
That  he  had  always  looked  upon  this  diftindion  as  illufory 
and  abfurd  ^  but  at  atl  events  the  only  way  to  demonftrate  that 
the  approbation  went  only  to  the  motives  and  not  to  the  mea- 
fure itfelf,  was  to  come  to  the  refolution  now  propofed  to  the 
Houfe.  • 

He  concluded  with  faying,  that  he  thought  the  expediency 
of  the  meafure  would  come  more  properly  before  the  Houfe^ 
when  they  proceeded  on  the  bill  of  indemnity,  which  had  been 
read.  That,  however,  the  evidence  of  hiftory  and  the  expe- 
rience of  all  nations,  evinced  the  extreme  danger  of  calling 
in  the  afliftance  of  foreign  troops  ;  and  that  the  Saxons,  who 
had  been  called  into  this  ifland  to  fupport  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, had  themfelves  moft  e£Fe£lually  conquered  and  over« 
turned  it. 

But  of  all  foreign  troops,  faid  he,  the  moft  dangerous  are 
thofe  who  are  the  lubjeas  of  the  King  and  not  of  the  crown 
and  Parliament.  Should  any  future  prince  of  the  illuftrious 
houfe  that  now  fits  upon  the  throne,  perfedly  unlike  bis 
'  prefent  moft  gracious  Maiefty,  affifted  by  minifters  not  very 
unlike  the  advifers  of  this  meafure;  (hould,  I  fay,  fuch  a 
prince,  deluded  by  fuch  advifers,  entertain  the  mad  and  ne- 
farious defign  of  overturning  the  conftitution  of  this  country  ; 
of  deftroying  that  liberty  .which  was  the  glory  andftrength 
of  his  £Overnment,  and  reducing  his  kingdom  to  the  fame 
abjed  ftate  with  thofe  of  the  moft  of  his  neighbours,  what 
means  could  be  To  proper  to  effeduate  fo  wicked  a  purpofe, 
as  tilling  all  parts  of  our  dominions  beyond  fea,  with  foreign 
mercenaries,  and  putting  our  ftrongeft  garrifbns,  and  half 
our  empire,  into  the  hands  of  officers  and  foldicrs,  the  de« 
voted  fubjeds  of  the  King,  but  totally  independent  ou  the 
crown  or  Parliament  of  the  kingdom  t 
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Mr.  Stanlif  explained  that  foreign  foldiers  fcrving  in  ^f*Stmkh 
England  were  under  the  liaws  of  England  :  and  in  refped  of 
the  expediency  of  the  meafure  relative  to  the  want  of  men,  he 
obferved,  that  we  had  more  men  than  the  King  of  Pruffia, 
who  kept  200,000  men  on  foot,  and  as  many  as  the  houfe 
of  Auftria ;  but  as  our  men  were  employed  in  arts  and  manu- 
fadtureS)  it  was  more  expedient  to  take  foreign  troops  into 
our  pay,  which  had  been  the  uniform  pradUce  of  the  king- 
dom, from  the  battk  of  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  10  this  day :  of 
which  very  many  inftances  were  to  be  met  with  in  Rymln* 
and  Froifard. 

Mr.  Gtrd^m  aflerted,  that  the  meafure  was  certainly  illegal ;  fi**G$rdm. 
that  a  recruiting  ferjeant  could  not  enlift  a  Angle  foreigner, 
much  lefs  could  you  march  five  battalions  to  Gibraltar  ;  but 
condemned  the  motion  for  being  an  abftraApropofition,  with-r 
out  any  connc£led  queftion,  it  might  carry  too  fevere  a  cen- 
fure  upon  an  aA,  which  he  was  convinced  was  wdl  meant, 
and  very  expedient ;  he  trufted,  that  its  illegality  might  be 
eftaUtibed  by  an  alteration  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  of  in- 
demnity ;  and  therefore  mOved  the  previous  queftion. 

The  Ssii<it§r  Giiural[h/lT  Weddderburne]  entered  very  fuMy  ^S^*^^'^ 
upon  tbe,fufaje£t ;  and  ftated  to  the  Houfe  the  different  pen-  ^'^'^* 
ods  of  time  when,  and  the  occafionsfor  which,  foreign  treops 
bad  been  introduced  into  this  kingdom  without  the  confent 
of  parliament ;  obferving  that  there  werefo  many  precedents 
for  fuch  a  pradice,  that  he  wondered^  any  objedions  Ihould 
now  be  fo  ferioufly  ftaried  againft  it.  He  therefore  put  hia 
negative  upon  it. 

He  embraoed  a  great  variety  of  circumflances  and  argu- 
ments againft  the  motion,  and  in  favour  of  the  previous 
queftion.  Having  eftabliih^d,  in  bia  own  opinion,  he  faid, 
the  legality  of  the  meafure ;  he  went  to  the  propriety  of  it, 
and  took  occaiion  to  remark,  that  if  the  militia  laws  were 
duly  enforced,  enlarged  and  extended^  there  would  never 
more  be  any  occafion  tor  them  to  debate  on  queftions  concern- 
ing foreign  troops,  as  fuch  would  be  totally  unneceflary. 

Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  one  honourable  gentleman  was  j^|^^  ^^^^^^ 
againft  the  motion,  becaufe  it  was  not  an  abftrad.1  proportion  i 
another  was  againft  it,  becaufe  it  was  an  abftradi  propofition* 
He  faid,  it  was  not  kind  of  Mr.  Gordon  to  fight  oppofition 
with  a  weapon  which  he  knew  they  could  not  make  ufe  of. 
He  obferved,  that  the  honourable  member  knew  the  meafure 
was  illegal^,  yet  be  would  vote  in  favour  of  it.  Now,  fays 
Mr.  Burke,  if  I,  or  any  of  the  gentlemen  on  this  fide  of  me 
Houfe,  were  vo  acgue  in  this  manner,  it  would  caufe  a  horfe- 
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laugh  in  the  Houfe.  This  is  not  an  argument  a  fortiori^  but 
but  a  majori:  it  is  the  argument  of  a  majority.  He  faid  the 
learned  gentleman  [Mr.  Wedderburne]  had  ranrackcd  hifto- 
ry,  ftatutcs  and  journals,  and  had  taken  a  very  large  journey, 
as  was  ufuaj  with  him,  through  which  he  did  not  wim  to  fol- 
low him,  but  he  was  always  glad  to  meet  him  at  his  return 
hoTiie. 

Let  us,  fays  he,  ftripoffall  this  learned  foliage  entirely 
from  his  argument ;  let  us  unfwathe  this  Egyptian  corpfe,  and 
ftrip  it  of  its  fait,  gum  and  mummy,  and  fee  what  fort  of  a 
dry  fkeleton  is  underneath— Nothing  but  a  finale  point  of 
law. — The  gentleman,  faid  he,  afTerts  that  nothing  but  a  bill 
can  Bcclare  the  confent  of  parliament,  not  an  addrefs,  not  a 
refoluiion  of  the  Houfe  j  yet  he  thinks  a  refolution  of  the 
jloufe  would  in  this  cafe  be  better  than  a  bill  of  indemnity :  fo 
that  we  find  a  bill  is  nothing,  an  addrefs  is.  nothing,  a  refolu* 
(ion  is  nothing,  nay  I  fear  our  liberty  is  nothing,  and  that, 
ere  long,  our  rights,  freedom,  and  fpirit,  nay  the  Houfe  it- 
felf  will  yanifh,  in  a  previous  queftion. 
hwANtrth*  Lord  North  defired  to  know  whence  the  proofs  and  au- 
thorities of  a  point  of  law  couVd  be  better  drawn  than  from 
.  hidory,  fiatutes,  and  journals  ;  he  did  not  think  it  was  from 
wit,  flowers,  and  eloquence,  that  they  fhould  be  deduced. 
He  faid,  he  admired  the  hon,  gentleman's  method  of  proving 
9  refolution  to  be,  nothing;  an  addrefs,  nothing;  a  bill, 
liothing  ;  and  by  the  fan>e  mode  of  reafoning  he  was  inclined, 
he  faid,  to  conclude,  that  a  long  witty  fpeech  was,  nothing. 
^^^^  General  Conway  was  very  forry  to  fee  fuch  learned  eentle- 

^"^^^^  men  as  Mr,  Serjeant  Adair  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  differ 
fo  widely 'in  their  opinions  on  fo  important  a  point.  He  faid, 
that  for  his  part  he  did  not  underftand  the  laws  to  a  praAical 
nicety  ;  but  his  experience  in  that  Houfe  had  given  him  fo 
much  knowledge  of  the  conflitution,  that  he  felt  the  meafurs 
illegal  and  dangerous.  He  faid,  he  could  not  conceive  with 
what  propriety  a  bill  of  indemnity  could  be  propofed  for  a 
meafure  that  was  legal ;  the  ideas  of  criminaKty  and  indem- 
nity were,  he  aflcrted,  infeparable.  He  condemned  the  con- 
duit of  thofe  who  advifed  his  Majedy  to  brihg  foreigners  into 
this  kingdom,  without  the  previous  confent  of  parliament,  but 
faid  kc  would  vote  for  the  previous  queftion,  becaufe  the  mo- 
tion was  too  general,  and  pafled  a  cenfure  on  a  meafure, 
which  (o  far  as  his  Majefty  was  concerned,  he  was  fure  pro« 
ceeded  from  the  bcft  motives, 
^\xK'{Uiam  Sir  fyilfiam  Limpn  faid  he  approved  of  the  American  mca- 
/wo«.       fur^$  i  but  fuph  was  his  high  dilapprobation  of  that  paragraph 
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in  bis  Majcfty*$  fpccch,  which  informed  his  Parliament,  that 
he  had  fent  his  Hanoverian  troops  to  garrifon  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  that  he  was  compelled  to  withold  his  approbation 
of  meafures,  which  in  every  other  inftance  he  approved,  and 
con'equcnily*  on  that  account  alone,  voted  againil  the  ad- 
drcfs. 

The  previous  que{\|on  being  put,  that  the  main  queftion 
be  put,  the  Houfe  divided ;  Ayes  81,  Noes  203* 

Adjourned  to  November  6. 

November  6. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  faid,  the  bill  for  embodying  the  militia  be- 
ing committed  for  the  9th,  and  that  day  being  Lord  Mayor's 
day  in  London,  the  city  members  wimed  the  bill  might  be 
poftponed.     Agreed  to,  and  the  13th  appointed. 

No  debate. 

November  7. 

Hon.  71  LuttrelL    At  this  time,  in  the  heat  of  a  moft  un-  Hon*  n'm^ 
natural  civil  war,  I  hold  it  incumbent  upon  everv  member  oftieLun^ 
Parliament,  inconfiderable  as  he  may  be  in  his  private  charac- 
ter, not  only  to  fpeak  out  with  hrmnefs  and  decifion,  but 
to  exert  his  utmoft  endeavour,  to  rcftore  peace  and  commer- 
cial property  to  the  mother  country  and  her  colonies. 

The  wifeft  writers  on  politics  lay  down  for  a  rule,  thatthofe 
governments  are  the  moft  perfe£l  which  are  ofteneft  brought 
back  to  their  firft  principles.     Now,  Sir,  the  hiftory  and  per- 
fedion  of  the  government  of  the  Britifh  empire,   will  eluci- 
date the  truth  of  fuch  maxima  for  there  is  not  any  other  coun- 
try on  the  face  of  the  globe,  in  which  the  government  has  fo 
often  been  brought  bacic  to  its  firft  principle  ;  and  that  not 
by  kings  with  their  parliaments,  but  by  extra  formal  aflem- 
blies  of  the  people,  in   a  convention  or  congrefs^  which  con- 
veyed a  purer  and   more  pofittve  fenfe  of  the  community  at 
large,  than  the  eftates  of  the  land,  alTembled  according  to  or- 
dinary forms,  could  poffibly  do  ;  and.  Sir,  ip  every  conteft, 
during  the  laft  eight  hundred  years,  between  the  people  and 
thrir  truftees  for  executive  power,  the  former  have  come  ofF 
with    vidory  ;  fully  eftablifhing  this  plain  propofition,  that 
all  partial  inftitutions  of  p()licy,  muft,  when  the  national  wel- 
fare is  in  queftion,  be  loft  in  the  more  extenfive  laws  of  rea- 
fon  and  of  nature  ;  with  whatever  levity  or  fallies  of  wit  fuch 
plea  may   lately  have  been  treated  by  fomc  gentlemen  with- 
in thefe  walls.     The  happinefs  of  mankind  firft  dictated  the 
neceility  and  ends  of  government,  as  the  intermediate  pow- 
er between  the    individual  and  the  people.      All   govern- 
ment was  created  by  the  people,  who  by  their  original  corn- 
pad,  rcfsrved  to  themfelves  a  paramount  right,  to  which  they 
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might  revert  in  cafes  of  public  danger  j  to  fupplv  eSential 
dtU&s^  to  reform  abufes,  and  totake  the  moft  effcaual  mca^ 
fures  for  the  lafting  peace  and  fafeguard  of  fociety.  The 
fubjefts  of  the  Britifh  empire,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  claim 
liberty  and  property,  according  t§  their  aniiint  laws  and  cuf- 
tomsy  not  as  a  charter-gift  or  inclulgence,  but  as  an  inherent 
right  never  to  be  alienated,  and  at  no  time  transferred  to 
their  monarch  or  proxy  in  Parliament* 

1  (hall  not  trouble  the  Houfe  with  a  refearch  into  the  na« 

ture  and  efficacy  of  the  Britifh  conftitution  ;  but  there  are 

fome  fa£ts  requiftte  to  fuftain  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the 

-  motion  I  am  going  to  make,  which  I  rouft  beg  leave  /to  call 

up  to  your  recolle^ion. 

The  popular  form  of  government  of  the  Saxons  (it  is  well 
known)  was  in  very  reniiote  times  tianfplanted  into  this  ifland 
from  Germany ;  their  national  conventions  were  continual, 
and  according  to  the  lunar  periods.  After  the  acceffion  of 
Alfred  the  Great,  they  were  regulated  by  the  feftivals  of  the 
chriftian  calendar. 

The  lower  we  defcend  in  hiftory,  the  lefs  regular  we  find 
thefe  aflemblies.  Property  encreafed.  The  body  of  freemen 
became  more  difFufe  and  numerous.  What  was  every  man's 
buiinefs  fecmed  of  trifling  interefl  to  the  individual,  and  many 
concurring  caufes  rendered  their  meetings  little  frequented, 
till  at  length,  they  feldom  concerned  themfelves  with  this  duty, 
unlefs  Come  edifl  or  precept  iflfued  by  the  immediate  executive 
branch  of  government,  (hould  demand  their  judgment  and 
fufFrage$,  to  provide  for  the  fupport  of  the  ftate.  But,  Sir,  the 
policy  of  courts  gradually  encroached,  and  at  length  brought 
the  modelling  of  thefe  aflemblies  to  depend,  in  fa6t,  upon  the 
royal  will  and  pleafure  ;  hence  arofc  corruptions  and  into- 
lerable grievances  to  the  people  ;  but  whenever  the  difeafc 
reached  its  full  paroxifm,  they  wifely  efteemed  the  public  good 
as  the  fupreme  objeftof  all  civilizeo  governments  ;  and  when 
fobcr  counfels,  reiterated  a^^ monitions,  and  procefles  of  fub- 
ordinate  judicature  had  failed,  they,  by  virtue  of  that  origi- 
nal powers  which  I  infiil  had  at  no  time  departed  from 
them,  did  appeal  to  the  tranfcendent,  primeval  law  of  con- 
ference and  common-fenfe  ;  and  when  the  a£^s  of  minifters 
begun  in  oppreffion,  led  onto  a  general  calamity,  they  con- 
iidered  difobediince  to  be  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen,  and 
chearfully  bore  the  burthen  and  fufFerings  of  a  civil  war, 
rather  than  become  flaves  themfelves,  and  entail  beggary  and 
bondage  on  their  poftcrity. 

I  {hall 
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I  fhall  now  iUuftratc  this  doflrinc,  which  I  takcto'be  the 
fundamental  bafis  of  our  genume  Whig  doflrinc  by  fome 
ftriking  paflages  feletSed  from  your  annals;  firft,  obferving 
that  of  thirty-three  fovereigns  of  England,  fince  William  the 
Conqueror,  thirteen  only  have  afcended  the  throne  by  dtvine 
hereditary  right ;  the  reft  owe  their  royalty  to  the  zeal  and 
vigour  of  the  people  in  the  maintenance  of  conftitutional  free- 
dom. 

The  will  of  the  people  of  England,  fuperfeding  an  heredi- 
tary claim  tofucceffion,  at  the  commencement  of  the  twelfth 
century,  placed  Henry  the  Firft  on  the  throne  of  this  king- 
dom, with  condition  that  he  would  abrogate  the  rigorous 
laws  made  fincc  the  Norman  invafion,  rcftore  the  government 
as  in  the  days  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  and  aboliih  all  un« 
juft  and  arbitrary  taxes.  * 

King  Stephen  obtained  the  crown,  and  Henry  the  Second 
kept  it,  on  the  fame  cxprefs  terms  ;  yet,  Sir,  in  the  days  of 
King  John,  it  was  judged  expedient  no  longer  to  truft  to 
mere  oral  declarations,  which  ftate  chicane  and  fophiftry  had 
of  late  years  occafionally  explained  away,  but  to  compel  that 
prince  folemnly  to  regifter  an  affirmance  of  the  antient  rights 
of  the  people  in  a  formal  charter^,  and  this  neceiTary  work 
was  accompliihed  by  the  congrefs  at  Runemede,  in  the  year 
1115:  an  aiTembiy  which  ought  never  to  be  fpoken  of  by 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  Commons  of  England  but  with  pro- 
found veneration. 

An  honourable  and  learned  member  over  the  way  mention- 
ed, a  few  evenings  ago,  the  introdudion  of  foreign  troops  into 
this  ifland  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  as  a  precedent  to 
warrant  thepreient  ftretch  of  regal  prerogative  in  the  cafe  of 
the  Hanoverian  mercenaries :  as  that  member  is  not  now  in 
the  Houfe,  I  (hall  be  more  concife  in  treating  of  the  events 
he  alluded  to,  than  I  otherwife  intended.  Sir,  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  Third  (about  theyeaM233)  the  barons,  clergy  and 
freeholders,  rcfufed  twodiftinA  fummonfes  to  Parliament; 
and  underftanding  that  the  King  as  Earl  of  Poidou,  had 
laoded  ibme  of  his  continental  troops  in  the  weftern  ports  of 
England,  with  a  defign  to  ftrengthen  a  m<Sft  odious  and  ar- 
bitrary ftt  of  miniiters ;  they  altembled  in  a  convention  or  con-- 
grefs^  from  whence  they  difpatched  deputies  to  King  Henry, 
declaring  that  if  he  did  not  immediately  fend  back  thbfe  Poic- 
touvians,  and  remove  from  his  perfon  and  counfels  evil  ad - 
vifers,  they  would  ^place  on  the  throne  a  prince  who  (hould 
better  obferve  the  laws  of  the  land.  Sir,  the  King  not  only 
hearkened  to  that  congrefs,  but  fllortly  after  complied  with 
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every  article  of  their  demands,  and  publicly  notified  his   re- 
formation.   Now,   Sir,  what  are  wc  to  call  that  afiemblf 
which  dethroned  Edward  the  Second,  when  the  Archbifiiop 
of  Canterbury  preached  a  fermon  on  this  text,  Thi  voict  oftht 
peopU  is  thi  Vftice  of  God*     And  when  a  learned  judge  in  the 
charader  of  procuratpr  for  the  mafs  of  the  freemen,  furren- 
dered  the  homage  and  ifealty  of  the  people  of  England^  aliedg- 
ingthat  the  original  compact,  through  which  they  were  bound 
to  allegiance,  was  diflblved,  by  the  ufe  and  aggrandifement 
of  ill   counfellors ;    by  the  adminiftracion    of  government, 
which  agreed  not  with  the  ancient  laws  of  the  land,  and  by 
Si  total  difregard  tothe  advice  and  fupplicationsof  hisMajefty's 
faithful  but  affli£led  fubjeds.     Richard  the  Second,  (like  the 
unhappy  Edward)  fell  a  vi&im  to  defpotic  obftinacy  and  fa- 
voritifm  ;  and  to  this  Kine^  in  the  fame  manner,  was  fur- 
rendered  by  commiffioners  (or  pro£tors}  the  allegiance  of  his 
fubjec^s,  and  a  prince  of  the  boufe  of  Lancafter  (founder  of 
our  prefent  moft  gracious  fovereign's  royal  line)  was  invited 
over  from  banifliment,  and  eleded  by  the  pc^ople  to  the  throne. 
But,  Sir,  before  I  difmifs  this  reign  it  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
ferve  that  Richard  entirely  fubverted  the  conftitution  of  the 
Upper  Houfe  of  Parliament,  for  he  made  it  an  appendage  to 
the  crown,  introducing  peers  by  creation,  in  prejudice  to  the 
territori^  baronies  ;  and  with  refpeft  to  the  other  Houfe,  he 
fent  orders  to  the  (heriiFs  of  the  feveral  counties  throughout 
England,  to  return  only  fuch  reprefentatives   to  Parliament 
as  mould  on  every  occafion  implicitly  obey  the  royal  mandate. 
Nay,  Sir,  both  Houfes  conjointly  went  at  laft  fo  far  as  to  com- 
mit their  whole  parliamentary  power  into  the  hands  of  a  ca- 
binet junto  of  minifters,  having  however  firft  obtained  the 
Pope'^  leave  for  fo  doing.     L  wifh  gentlemen  who  contend 
for  fupreme  fovereignty  in  the  crown  and  Parliament,  deny- 
ing any  rights  of  the  people  In  pre-eminence  to  their  joint 
authority,  would  apply  fuch  argument  to  the  ftate  of  King, 
Lords  and  Commons,  at  that  aera.     I  fhall  next  proceed  to 
the  general  convention  or  congrefs,  which  in  1461  enthroned 
the  Earl  of  March  in  Weftminfter-hall,   by  the  name  of  Ed- 
ward IV  ;   the  Primate  of  all  England  coHeding  the  fuf- 
frames  of  the  people  ;  and  at  that  period  even  the  Lancaftrian 
hiftorians  date  the  commencement  of  his  reign. 

But  to  come  to  modern  occurrences,  in  1659  a  convention 
or  congrefs  reflored  legal  monarchy  in  the  perfon  of  King 
Charles  the  Second,  who  was  then  no  farther  diftant  from 
this  ifland  than  the  town  of  Breda,  and  being  prefled  by 
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many  of  the  wpX  pxn\(m%  to  ifliie  hij  writs  for  aliwful  Ptr>« 
liamcnt  %  he  made  anfwer,  that  he  would  rather  be  indebted 
for  bi$  neftoration  to  the  uninfluenced  fenfe  of  the  people  of 
England,  uken  in  a  free  aflemblT. 

On  Che  26tb  of  December,  1688,  was  held  a  cmvimint  or 
cottgrifs  at  St.  Jamct's,  where  the  Prince  of  Orange  prefided  ; 
and  tnere  were  prefent  moft  of  the  funriving  members  who 
had  ftrved  in  anv  one  of  the  Pariiaments  of  king  Charles  the 
Second,  the  Loro  Mayor  tiff  London,  the  aldermen,  and  about 
fifty  of  the  conmon-councit,  &c.  and  on  the  226  <^  January, 
following,  by  virtue  of  notices  ifliied  on  the  aforefaid  26th  of 
December  at  St.  J[ames*t,  the  memorable  convention*parlia- 
ment  aflemUed  in  this  Houfe,  and  perfeded  the  glorious 
work  of  the  Revolution. 

I  mean.  Sir,  from  thefe  examples  and  arguments,  to  de- 
duce £Dr  an  uncontrovertible  truth,  that  all  the  fubjeds  of 
the  Britifli  emptit  have  a  right  to  be  governed  according  to 
the  fpiilt  of  our  ancient  conftitution,  by  which  no  freeman 
couid  be  taxed  without  his  confent,  either  in  perfon  or  by 
his  fubftitute ;  and  notwichftanding  the  infring;ement  of  this 
right  under  fome  of  our  Norman  kings  and  their  fucceilbrs, 
yet  we  find  William  the  Conqueror  himfelf  confirming  it, 
in  his  code  of  laws,  the  year  before  his  deoeafe.  And  the  fame 
explicit  declaration  in  its  favour  from  our  Englifh  Tuftinian, 
King  Edward  the  Firft,  in  the  charter  of  the  25th  and  fhi« 
t)ftes  of  the  34th  of  his  reign,  admitted  to  be  among  the 
earlicft  authentic  records  of  Parliament  extant,  according  to 
the  prefent  mode  of  fum.mons. 

I  have,  I  think,  ihewn  that  our  kings  in  former  days,  have 
not  fcrupled  to  treat  with  a  congnfs ;  that  many^  of  the  beft 
of  them  owe  their  crowns  to  fuch  national  meetings ;  and 
that  this  nation  has,  on  the  one  hand,  been  faved  from  de- 
fpotifm,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  from  anarchy,  by  a  convention 
Qtcongrefs\  which  fu rely  pofleiTes  fome  advantages  over  a 
parliament;  for  being  free  from  minifterial  management, 
having  neither  placemen,  penfioners,  nor  dependent  retainers 
on  their  liil,  are  more  likely  to  hear  the  (incere  dilates  of 
confcience,  and  the  unpolluted  fenfe  of  thdfe  they  reprefent. 
But,  Sir,  however  inadmiifible  the  voice  of  a  congnfs  might 
be  deemed  as  a^s  of  legiflation,  yet  I  conceive  that  their 
plea  in  the  chara£ter  of  advocates  for  the  conftituent  body  by 
whom  they  are  commiffioned,' ought  in  juftice,  as  well  as 
found  policy,  to  be  liftened  to.  A  pun&ilious  delicacy  now 
in  fafliion,  which  we  ftilethe  dignity  oi  the  crown  ana  Par- 
liament, will,  if  madly  perfifted  in,  coft  at  leaft  half  the 
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blood  andfttbftanceof  Great-Britain.  The  moft  haughty 
and  powerful  monarch  of  his  time,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth^ 
when  there  was  a  formidable  coifimotion  in  the  dvnnus^  con- 
defcended  to  depute  two  marlhals  of  France  to  enter  into  a 
a  treaty  with  the  malecnntentb  ;  peace  was  accordinglj  made 
and  the  terms  of  it  were  afterwards  faithfully  fulfilled. 

Look,  Sir,  into  the  hiftory  of  the  proudefl  as  well  as  moft 
renowned  people  that  ever  exifted,  the  Romans ;  obferve  the 
conclufion  of  ihiir/odalvrzx^  and  you  will  fee  they  were  not 
above  negociating  a  peace,  with  thofe  very  infurgents  whom 
they  had  before,  individually  by  name,  profcribed  as  rebels. 
Rome  found  herfelf  at  that  day  reduced  to  the  fame  critical 
predicament  which,  I  apprehend,  we  now  ftand  in  j  there 
was  no  other  pofTible  means  of  reftoring  concord,  or  faving 
the  commonwealth  from  ruin  :  but,  Sir,  above  all,  I  would 
wifh  the  Houfe  to  give,  on  this  occafion,  due  weight  to  a 
concluiive  remark  of  the  excellent  author  of  the  commen- 
taries on  the  laws  of  England,  where  he  is  defcanting  on  the 
revolution  of  1688,  which  placed  the  fcepter  in  the  hands  of 
King  William,  and  eventually  brought  in  the  illuftrious 
houie  of  Hanover  tp  be  guardians  of  the  proteftant  religion, 
and  aflertors  of  the  ancient  conftitutional  rights  of  all  thefub- 
jeds  throughout  the  Britifh  monarchy.  ^^  No  praAical  fy- 
ftems  of  law,  fay  he,  are  fo  perfed  as  to  point  out  before 
hand  thofe  iccentric  remedies  which  national  emergency  will 
didate  and  will  j  uftify.'' 

I  now.  Sir,  beg  leave  to  offer  to  the  Houfe  the  following 
motion. 

*^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draw  up  an  addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,  humbly  requefting  that  he  wiljl  authorize 
the  commiflioners  nominated  to  adl  in  America,  ffor  the 
gracious  purpofcs  cxprefTed  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech  from  the 
throne)  to  receive  propofals  for  conciliation  from  any  ge- 
neral convention,  congrefs,  or  other  colledive  body,  that  (hall 
be  found  to  convey  the  fentiments  of  one  or  more  of  the  fe^ 
veral  continental  colonies,  fufpending  all  enquiry  into  the 
legal  or  illegal  forma  under  which  fuch  colony  or  coloniea 
may  be  difpofed  to  treat ;  as  the  moft  efTedual  means  to  pre^ 
vent  the  eifuGon  of  blood,  and  to  reconcile  the  honour  and 
permanent  intcreft  of  Great-Britain  with  the  requifitions  of 
his  Majefty's  American  fubjefts. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  Captajn  IPgl/ely^  who  faid 
he  had  ferved  fome  years  on  the  coaft  of  America,  and  had 
at  this  time  the  heft  intelligence  poi&ble  from  that  part  of  the 
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world,  and -was.  Aire  a  peace  could  never  be  effe£kd  but 
through  the  general  congrefs. 

Mr.  RUi  faid  that  not  having  been  in  the  Houfe  while  the  Mr.  Rktp 
honourable  gentleman  fpoke  in  fupport  of  his  motion,  he 
fliould  not  reply  to  his  fpeech ;  but  only  obferve,  that  no  man 
in  the  Houfe  could  be  more  defirous  of  peace  with  America 
than  himfelf ;  but  ^rould  not  treat  with  the  congrefs,  becaufe 
it  would  be  adihiuing.thac  to  be  a  legal  ailembly,  which  muft 
of  courfs  determine  the  queftion  at  once  in  favour  of  Ame-i- 
rica.  If  that  meeting  was  legal,  all  our  condu£):  was  injuf- 
tice.  Thought  it  more  becoming  the  dignity  of  Parliament 
to  find  fome  other  way;  to  wait  a  little ;  could  but  take 
this  at  laft. 

Mr.  y.  Johnflan  for  the  motion,  as  the  only  means  of  treats 
ing  with  America. 

Sir  (?r^^/ yiffj-^alfo  for  the  motion. 

Sir  Gtorgg  Suttie  called  upon  the  minifters  to  inform  the 
Houfe  whether  they  had  any  plan,  or  to  inform  the  Houfe 
what  they  intended  to  do.  ' 

No  anfwer. 

The  motion  pafled  in  the  negative^ 
Novemhtr  8. 

The  Houfe  in  a  committee  of  fupply.  Lord  Harrington  Lord  ^jfw 
ftatcd  the  army  eftimates  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1776. '^»f'»"» 
He  faid  that  the  whole  of  the  force  intended  to  be  raifed  and 
maintained,  was  559OOO  men,  the  ordinary  expenceof  which 
would  be  1, 300,000! •  and  a  fradion  ;  that  the  expence  of 
laft  year  was  fomething  above  i,ooo,oool.  con fequently  that 
the  increafe  would  be  300,000!.  He  then  enumerated  the 
different  fervices,  and  (hewed  that  except  the  force  intended 
to  kx^^  in  America  and  Great  Britain,  the  troops  ftationed 
elfewhere,  would  be  nearly  the  fame.  In  the  latter  there 
were  at  prefent  feven  battalions,  and  ten  returning  from  Mi- 
norca, Gibraltar,  and  America,  which  would  make  fevcn^ 
teen  in  the  whole,  four  of  which  would  return  with  officers 
only  \  of  thefc  four  the  i8(h  and  59th  regiments,  which  had 
fufFcrcd  moft,  would  be  two.  He  next  informed  the  com* 
mittee  that  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  would  be 
garrifoued  by  five  battalions  of  Hanoverians,  confiding  of 
475  men  each,  and  four  of  Englifh  ;  the  two  fervinc:  at  Gib- 
raltar to  confift  of  477  men  each,  the  ufual  eftabliftiment; 
and  the  two  at  Minorca  of  677  men  each  ;  fo  that  by  this  in- 
creafe of  men,  which  was  effeftcd  chiefly  by  the  invalids 
which  wcrefentfromhence,  another  battalion  could  be  fpa- 
rcd  from  Minorca.     He  obferved,  that  in  the   Weft  Indies 
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there  would  be  one  battalion  left ;  for  inflead  of  five  there 
would  be  but  four  battalions^  which  was  meant  to  be  corapo* 
fed  of  his  Majefty's  roval  American  reeimetit^  to  be  com- 
manded by  Ueneral  Prevoft.  He  faid  that  the  foree  ta 
be  emplcmd  for  guards^  garrifons,  and  invalids  within 
Great  Britain  would  be  twenty  tboufand  men,  and  tfaofe 
in  America,  including  the  force  in  the  Weft  Indies,  Gibral<*> 
tar,  Minorca,  and  the  coaft  of  Africa,  thirty-four  tboufand^ 
and  that  the  a^ual  force  in  America  alone  would  be  ^4.  batta- 
lions^  at  81 1  men  to  a  battalion,  including  two  regiments  of 
light  horfe,  one  fent  fometime  fince  from  Ireland,  and  Bur« 
goyne's,  intended  for  that  fervice,  which  would  in  the  whol€ 
amount  to  upwards  of  15,000  men.  Tiiis,  he  faid,  was  the 
army  intended  to  carryoii  the  operations  in  America,  part  of 
which  was  borrowed  from  Ireland,  and  muft  accofdin^y  be 

f»aid  bjr  Great  Britain*  He  faid,  this  was 'the  generu  out* 
ine  ot  his  arrangements  on  paper,  but  he  was  forry  to  fay  it 
was  but  on  paper,  for  none  of  the  corps  but  thofe  in  GibraK 
tar  and  Minorca  were  completed  to  their  full  complement, 
particularly  thofe  in,  or  going  to  America,  befides  the  four 
regiments  returning  from  that  country  to  Great  Britain  ^ 
which  were  to  return  with  officers  only.  That  this  was  a 
matter,  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  much  to  be  lament* 
cd,  yet  nothing  was  left  untried  in  order  to  remedy  it,  hi« 
therto  to  very  little  purpofe,  for  the  recruiting  fervice  pro* 
cceded  but  flowl^  ;  that  attempts  were  made  to  enlift  Irifh. 
Cathdicks,  which  is  what  he  would  not  have  advifed,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  extreme  neceifity,  though  he  did  not  look 
upon  the  meafure  to  be  contrary  to  law*  Foreigners  were 
tried  as  fingte  men,  to  be  incorporated  in  Britifh  regiments, 
neither  did  that  anfwer ;  the  bounty  was  raifed  and  the  ftan- 
dard  lowered,  (till  the  men  could  not  be  obtained.  Such  be- 
ing the  true  ftate  of  the  cafe,  he  would,  he  faid,  take  the  li- 
berty to  obviate  a  popular  obje£lion  that  would  probably  be 
made  to  the  prefent  plan  of  hoftlle  operations  againft  Ameri- 
ca upon  this  very  ground,  that  recruits  could  not  be  had,  be- 
caufe  the  fervice  they  were  to  be  employed  in  was  odious  to 
the  people  in  general.  But  his  Lordfliip  inGfted  that  was  not 
the  true  caufe,  for  it  might  be  traced,  and  found  in  feveral 
concurrent  caufes  \  nor  could  there  be  a  ftronger  inftance  on 
which  to  found  his  reafonings  than  that  at  the  time  of  the 
armaments  by  fea  and  land,  relative  to  Falkland's  Ifland,  the 
lame  difficulty  of  obtaining  recruits  was  felt,  and  no  perfon 
would  fay,  that  a  war  defigned  to  be  carried  onagainft  Franca 
and  Spain  is  not  a  popular  war.    Thofe  caufes  were  in  the 
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firft  place  to  be  attributed,  he  faid>  to  the  great  influx  of  real 
or  nominal  wealth  of  late  years  ;  to  the  confequcnt  and  na- 
tural luxury  of  the  times;  to  theencreafcd  employment  this 
furniflied  to  the  lower  orders  of  the  people  ;  to  the  very  flou- 
rifliing  ftate  of  out*  manufa£lures  and  commerce ;  but  above 
all  to  the  true  and  natural  caufe,  a  want  of  men.  This  want 
of  men  he  imputed  to  the  following  reafon  :  He  faid,  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war  our  military  force  every  where 
did  HOC  exceed,  (including  thofe  in  the  £aft  Indies)  above 
40,000  men;  whereas  our  laft  peace  eflablifhment  confifted 
of  31,000  paid  by  Great  Britain,  15,000  by  Irehnd,  10,000  ' 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  4000  marines^  which  in-  former  times  wer» 
never  a  permanent  corps,  and  27,000  milidav  l^bich  laft  de« 
fcription  of  men  were  as  much  cut  off  from  the  recruiting" 
ferviee,  as  if  they  had  been  aflually  enllfted  ;  fumming  up 
then  thofe  refpeaive  numbers,  they  formed  the  monurou^ 
amount  of  89,000  ov  about  an  increafe  of  49,000,  moff 
of  whom,  on  an  emergency  like  the  prefent,  could  have 
been  called  into  adual  fervice.  He  faid,  he  underftood 
that  the  idea  of  taxing  America  was  entirely  given  up ; 
that  being  the  cafe,  the  next  confTderation,  nay,  indeed  the 
only  one,  was  how  to  fecure  the  cohftitutional  dependency  of 
that  country.  This,  in  his  opinion,  was  not  to  be  cffc&eA 
without  Great  Britain  declaring  a  refolution  to  maintain  her 
conftitutional  rights,  and  putting  herfelf  into  a  Situation  to  en^ 
force  them,  Ihould  America  continue  to  refift  or  refufe  obedi-» 
cnce  to  her  juft  rights.  This,  tho'  he  did  not  pretend  to  fpeaia 
from  authority,  was  the  general  plan  adopted  by  adminiftra- 
tion,  iirft  to  arm,  and  then  fend  out  commiffioners ;  and  he 
faid,  that  be  had  heard  that  a  very  great  military  officer,  high 
in  the  efteem  of  his  Sovereign  and  the  nation,  and  who  is 
perfedly  wdl  acquainted  with  America,  was  the  perfon  in- 
tended to  be  fentout  as  firft  commiffioner.  In  the  courfe  of 
the  detail,  his  Lordfliip  obferved,  that  of  the  laft  five  regi- 
ments which  left  Ireland,  two  of  them  had  been  driven  by 
ftrefsof  weather  into  Milford  Haven,  but  as  foon  as  the  tranf- 
ports  were  refitted,  they  would  proceed  wlih  thofe  troops  to 
the  place  of  their  deftination. 

His  Lordlhip  moved,   that  20,752  men  be  employed  fot* 
land  fervice,  for  theycar  1776,  and  that  659,200!.  2s.  icf  J. 
be  allowed  for  maintaining  them  for  365  days,  from  the  25ch 
of  December  1775,  to  to  the  25th  of  December  1776. 

That  723,4321.  IIS.  7Jd.   be  granted  for  maintaining  the 
forces  in  the  plantations. and  Africa,  for  the  year  1776, 
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That  4i«53q1.  19s.  4d.  be  granted  for  thecfaargeof  paying, 
and  the  di^ence  of  pay  between  the  Britifli  and  Iiifh  efta- 
blifliment  for  the  troops  of  that  country  now  fejrving  in  Ame-' 
rica.  **- ••^ . 

That  I  IjSOjK  7s.  3d.  be  granted  for  the  piy  of  general 
and  ftafF  officers  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year. 

That  104,1361.  6s.  be  granted  for  levy  money,  for  the 
augmentation  of  the  Britim  and  Iriih  forces  for  1776.* 

That  15,0721.  128.  out  of  favings  of  grants  of  laft  fef- 
fions  for  the  charge  of  an  augmentation  to  the  forces,  and  for 
levy  money  for  the  augmentation  to  Major  General  Prefton's 
regiment  of  light  dragoons  towards  defraying  the  charge  of 
levy  money  for  the  augmen^tion  of  the  Britiih  and  Irifk 
forces  for  the  year  1 7  76. 

That  26,78^1.  15s.  aid.  be  granted  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  Aye  Hanoverian  battalions  of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  from  the  firft  of  December  1775,  to  the  24th  of 
December  following. 

That  46,8381.  18.  qd.  be  granted  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  five  Hanoverian  battalions,  ferving  as  above,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1776. 

I'hat  249,6551  18s.  od»  be  granted  for  the.  office,  of  ord- 
nance, land  fervice,  for  the  year  1776.    And,    . 

That  223,1711.  lis.  I  id.  be  granted  for  defraying  the 
txpence  of  icrviccs  performed  by  the  office  of  ordnanc!^  for 
land  fervice  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament  in  1775. 
Ctol.  £arr/.  Colonel  Barre  made  fome  remarks  on  the  noble  Liord's  ef* 
timate  ;  and  particularly  on  fome  of  his  reafonings  and  de- 
d unions.  He  obferved,  that  his  Lordfhip  ftated  theeftablifh- 
ment  of  the  Engliih  battalions,  at  Gibraltar,  at  477  men  ; 
thofe  at  Minorca,  at  677  ;  the  Hanoveriaris  ferving  at  both 
places,  at  475  men  each  ;  and  thofe  in  America,  at  811  men  : 
Why  not  at  677  at  Gibraltar  and  Miiiorcaboth  ?  Why  not 
the  Hanoverians  at  the  fame  number  ?.  And  why  not  thofe 
in  America  at  850  men,  which  was  the  ufual  number  during 
the  late  war,  with  the  fame  number  of  officers  ?  He  objed- 
ed  againft  the  additional  companies  propofed  by  the  noble 
Lord,  and  infided  in  the  prefent;  ftate  of  the  army,  they  were 
fo  much  additional  expence,  without  the  leaft  ufe.  lie  faid, 
he  (hoiiJd  not  range  the  wide  field  the  noble  Lord  travelled 
over,  but  to  whatever  motives  he  attributed  the  prefent  dif* 


*  This  rerdutioQ  was  amended  on  the  report,  and  the  famt 
iuaU<:  89,063!.  14s. 
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tuib«Dccs  in  America,  he  was  fatisfied,  chat  the  great  fotirce 
was  the  ruinous  confequences  of  pacronap:e.  Several  great 
iflterefts  and  connexions  were  to  be  gratified,  and  a  heavy 
peace  eftabliihment  was  formed  to  get  rid  of  the  army  ac 
home ;  it  was  fent  to  America,  where  it  was  not  wanted,  the 
weight  of  maintaining  it  was  Toon  felt,  and  that  fhortly  gave 
birth  to  the  abfurd  idea  of  making  America  pay  for  it.  This, 
he  infiftedy  was  the  genuine  fountain  from  which  the  difputes 
originally  flowed,  and  would. ever  continue  to  flow,  till  the 
caufe  was  removed.  He  obferved,  that  the  account  was  fal- 
lacious, as  the  efHmate  now  on  the  table  would  aniount  to 
full  two  millions  ;  one  third  of  which,  he  ventured  to  con« 
tend,  nueht  be  faved,  if  the  battalions  were  made  compleat ; 
that  is,  if  in  proportion  there  were  a  fewer  number  of  offi«^ 
cers,  and  more  men.  He  next  turned  to  the  ordnance  and  le- 
vy money,  the  former  of  which,  he  faid,  exceeded  fome  of 
the  years  of  the  late  war,  in  which  our  arms  were  trium- 
phant in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  He  lamented  the  little 
information  there  was  ever  to  be  obtained  from  that  board  ; 
for  feveral  of  the  greateft  minifters  and  abkft  men  in  this 
country,  to  his  knowledge,  had  made  the  attempt,  but  in  vain, 
every  thing  in  that  department  being  in  darknefs  and  obfcii* 
rity.  The  expence  of  the  ordnance  fervice  for  this  year  was 
above  470,000!.  and  no  man  could  tell  to  what  the  account 
might  be  fwelkd*  On  the  whole,  he  contended,  that  the  ef- 
timates  were  much  ihort  of  the  real  expence,  and  infifted  that 
nothing  but  the  moft  urgent  neceflity,  and  the  fulleft  infor-* 
mation  to  juftify  that  neceffitv,  could  warrant  the  reprefenta- 
tivcs  of  the  people  to  load  ttiemfelves  and  their  conftituents 
with  fuch  heavy  burthens*  It  had  been  all  impofition  from 
beginning  to  end,- or  fome  perfons  imagined  they  had  an  inte- 
ten  in  pretending  to  be  deceived.  He  quoted  one  inflance  out 
of  a  hundred  in  his  memory,  the  rank  ignorance  of  fending 
troops  to  Canada  in  the  month  of  Odober.  [Here  he  was 
proceeding  to  relate  fome  matter,  when  the  gentlemen  on  the 
treafury  bench  began  to  fmile.%  He  faid,  he  defpifed  the 
fpleen  which  created  the  filly  obfervations on  his  ftory  telling  ; 
it  was  beneath  his  contempt  almoft  to  take  notice  of  them.  - 
However  he  was  aftonifhed  that  adminiflration  could  fall  into 
fo  grofs  an  error;  for  though  the  pride  of  the  navy  was  on 
this  fide  the  Hoofe,  they  had  one  officer  [Pallifer]  to  diredl 
them,  if  they  had  thought  proper  to  confult  him  ;  but  to 
TcA\fy  this  error,  the  noble  Lord  fays,  that  they  are  to  purfuo 
their  voyage  as  foon  as  the  tranfports  are  ready  to  proceed 
ID  Tea.    . 

Mr, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,3*  PARLIAMENTARY.  A- 1775. 

Mr.  PowjH  Mr.  Pmjs  fttd  he  had  hitherto  voted  with  the  mintfler  oit 
American  affairs  in  general,  particularly  for  the  militia  and 
augmentation  of  the  navy ;  but  that  when  he  did  fo,  he  an* 
derftood,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  underflood  the  fame, 
that  before  all  the  fupplies  were  voted^  the  minifter  would 
lay  before  the  Houfe  his  plan.  From  the  beginning,  he  faid, 
he  underftood  the  minifler  fo  intended :  if  he  had  not  thou^c 
fo  he  would  not  have  given  his  fupport  to  meafures  of  which 
he  was  not  to  be  acquainted*  But,  now  not  feeing  in  the 
noble  Lord  any  difpofition  to  give  the  information  and  (ads- 
f^i&xon  he  defired,  and  had  prooiifed  himfelf  he  was  to  re- 
ceive, he  fuppofed  it  was  meant  to  vote  the  eftimates  firft 
and  hear  the  reafons  afterwards,  that  is,  that  the  Houfe 
ihould  b^in  with  a  divifion  and  end  with  a  debate*  He 
therefore  moved  that  the  chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair* 
This  motion  was  feconded  bv  Sir  Rtberi  Sn^h^  who 
not  conCdering  it  as  a  motion  noftile  to  adminiftrition» 
with  whom  he  had  uniformlv  a£bd  in  this  bufinels,  nor  in 
any  ways  tending  to  retard  tbofe  military  preparations  which 
he  deemed  fo  neceflary  to  be  made  at  this  crifis;  not 
wifhing  to  relax  the  nerves  of  government,  when,  in  his 
opinion,  the^  ought  to  be  ftretched  to  their  utmoft  tone,  but 
confidering  it  as  a  motbn  proper  to  produce  that  paufe  to 
our  proceedings  until  due.  information  ihall  be  brought  be* 
fore  us ;  when  he  mentions  information,  he  does  not  mean 
a  few  fcraps  of  garbled  and  mutilated  papers,  but  that  ver- 
bal official  information  which  he  thought  it  the  minifter's  dutjr 
to  impart  to  Parliament ;  perhaps  the  noble  Lord  will  by, 
that  this  is  one  of  thofe  arcana  of  ftate  which  properly  be- 
longs  to  the  cabinet,  and  which  it  would  be  imprudent  to 
impart  to  a  numerous  popular  afiismbly ;  he  albwcd  the  ob- 
jedion  to  have  fome  weight  if  the  difpute  lay  between  love- 
reign  powers  of  equal  authority,  where  the  complicaaed  in- 
terefts  of  other  ftates  might  be  in  fome  meafure  involved, 
but  where  the  queftion  lay^  between  fellow  fubjeds  equally 
interefted  in  terminating  it,  he  did  not  fee  the  neceffity  of  (o 
much  myftery  and  fecrecy ;  it  might  be  highly  improper  in 
him  to  aik,  as  well  as  impoHtic  in  them  to  difcover  the  de- 
tail of  their  plan,  but  he  only  wanted  to  know  whether  they 
had  any  plan  at  all. 

With  refpedt  to commiffioners  intended  to  be  (ent  to  Ame- 
rica, he  thought,  that  not  only  the  perfons  hut  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  commiffion,  fliould  be  made  known,  that 
Parliament  might  judge  whether  they  were  men  proper  to  be 
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jntrufted  wSkh  (6  imporiaiit  a  negociatioii>  and  whether  the 
terms  they  carried  out  were  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of 
Great  Britain  to  offer,  and  the  intercft  of  the  Americans  to 
receive ;  be  had  heard  certain  governors  mentioned,  but  could 
not  J)el{>  thinking  them  very  improper  men)  he  did  not 
mean  to  caft  any  refle^^tioHs  upon  a  governor,  a  very  worthy 
member  of  this  Houfe,  who,  from  his  thorough  knowledge 
of  American  affairs,  is  very  well  qualified  for  fuch  an  im- 
portant truft  ;  but  governors,  as  fuch,  were  obnoxious  men 
to  the  Americans }  he  *did  not  mean  in  an  extenfive  fenfe 
arifing  from  their  attachment  and  partiality  to  a  popular  go- 
vernment; but,  that  for  many  years  paft,  .there  have  beea 
continual  ftrugg|es  between  the  governors  and  the  affemblies^ 
which  have  beeii  baftily  called,  and  as  abruptly  diffolved  ^ 
and :tbe  4>eople  ever  ooniider.  governors,  from  the  nature  of 
their  appointment,  moie  int^rdled  in  aiTerting  the  preroga- 
tives of -the  crown,,  than  in' maintaining  the.  liberties  of  the 
people ;  befides,  they  are  fully  perfuaded,  that  moft  of  their 
misfortunes  have  arifen  from  the  mifreprefentations  of  go- 
vernora  on  this  fide  the  water.  However  the  noble  Lord 
roay.afl&d  to  treat  this  propofition  of  his  honourable  friend, 
he  only  begged  leave  to  obferve  that  this  was  not  the  ra(h 
and  hafty  opinion  of  an  inconfiderate  individual,  but  the 
deliberate  wiihes  and  defires  of  many  gentlemen  of  a  moft 
refpedable  defcription  within  the  Houfe,  who  expe£^  to  be 
called  .upon  in  a  ihort  time,  almoft  perfonally,  to  contri- 
bute a  large  fupply  towards  carrying  on  thefe  meafures. 

Lord  North  did  not  give  a  diredl  anfwer,  though  he  ad- Lord  iV«rf^« 
Biitted  the  propriety  of  the  gentleman's  reafonings  who  fpoke 
laft.  He  faid  a  commiffion  would  be  fent  according  to  the 
intimation  given  at  the  opening  of  the  feffion  from  the  throne ; 
that  the  gentleman 'need  not  be  uneafy  that  any  treaty  of 
conceffion  would  be  agreed  to  without  the  approbation  of 
parliament}  but  it  would  be  neceffary  to  know  upon  what 
ground  the  Americans  would  treat  before  the  powers  fuffi-' 
cient  to  ratify  what  the  commiffioners  might  think  expedient 
were  derived  from  Parliament*  When  the  terms  that  Ame- 
rica is  willing  to  fubmit  to  were  in  a  ftate  proper  to  be  laid 
before  that  Houfe,  that,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  the  pro- 
per time  to  take  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  on  previous  com- 
munications, and  leave  it  to  judge  of  the  alternative,  whe- 
ther the  ofiers  of  America  could  be. accepted  with  honour, 
or  whether  Britain  ought  to  reduce  them  to  a  ftate  of  obe«- 
dience,  however  hazardous  the  undertakings 

Vou  IIL  U  Mr. 
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Rt.  Hon  T,  Rjght  Hon.  T.  TiWnJbiftd  faid,  the  noble  Lord  f l«)*d  Bar- 
7m«j^«r</.  j.jngton]  had  given  him  a  ftrong  (eflTon  againft  great  eftablifh* 
ments,  when  his  Lordfhip  faid,  that  the  keeping  up  BqjOOO 
hien  in  peace  had  crippled  us»  But,  faid  Mr.  Townfbend, 
there  is  a  great  diiFerence  between  the  prefent  dtvifioo  cif  the 
empire  and  a  war  \^tth  its  natural  enemies  ;  tboTe  ^tiemies 
are  quiet,  but  are  ready  to  attack  tfs  on  a  fuddcn  <wiienever 
they  fee  an  opportunity. 
Mr.  jnna,  Mr.  Innes.  The  prefent  ftatcof  oUr  American  aiEiiff.A>ws 
from  natural  caufes.  The  probity  of  a  people  depends  on 
a  form  of'governitient  fuited  to^their  fituations  sndcimunh- 
ftances ;  that  which  Was  calculated  for  the  inllktt  ftMe  of  our 
<ol6nies,  is  evidehtlydefeAive  now  tfaat^tbey  afc  grown  great 
und  populous.  In  every civilissed  nation  in  the  known  world, 
^t  this  period  iif  titne,  whether  monard^  nr  republic,  you  ^11 
not  find  the  fubjtds  governed  merely  »y  the  love  and  affirc- 
*'  tion'which  they  bear  to  their  rulers.  A  well  frguiatedgovvrn* 
ment  hiaintains  its  authority  by  a  proper  force,  to  ittftiain 
and  corred  the  bad  humours  of  difcontented  individuals*  Is 
it  poffible  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  amongft  a  numerous 
race  of  people,  all  of  them  can  be  fbber  and  fenfibk  i  In 
every  large  fociety,  there  is  a  reftlefs  and  turbulent  fet  of 
men,  fond  of  power,  and  envious  of  thofein  ranicand  ftatton 
above  them.  Have  you  hitherto  kept  a  force- fufficient  to 
maintain  the  authority  of  this  country,  over  even  a  few  in* 
dividuals  in  North  America  ?  No,  Sir,  you  have  not.  You 
laid  on  theftamp  i&,  without  power  to' enforce  it :  you  were 
fo  weiak  to  repeal  it,  without  giving  time  to  try  what  effed 
it  might  have  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things;  owing  to 
your  own  unftcady*  and  iadious  purfuks  at  home. 

What  has  been  the  real  caufe  of  difco^ttnt  in  America  ?  It 
has  arifen  chiefly  from  a  thirft  after  independency,  and  ft-om 
'  the  great  encouragement  which  the  colonifts  found  on  this  fide 
the  water.  A  fcdittous  fpirit  fodn  fpreads  its  contagion ;  and» 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  has  grown  to  an  enormous  neigkt.  Is 
this  to  be' wondered  at,  when  you  confider,  that  bath  here 
and  in  America,  there  are  to  be- found  men  of -abandoned 
principles,  ready  to  engage  in  any  outrage?  The  more  fen- 
fible,  who  are  difpoied  to  peace,  will  not  interfere  in  proper 
time,  thinking  it  is  the  bufiinefsof  government,  under  wfaofe 
proreftion  they  livcj  to  defend  thtfm  from  infiilt* 

Tou  are  told,  with  confidence,  that  the  North  Aaberieans 

^areallof  them  united.     It  is  not  true.    I  have  letters,  oa 

the  veracity  of  which- 1  can  depend,  informrng  nike  of  tke 

■  contrary.    Afk  the  gentleihen  lately  come  from^North.  Ame- 

xnerica,  they  will  t»l  you  they  have  been  forced  away,  be- 
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caufe  tbey  would  not  joia  in  tbc  genf^ral    riot   and  dif- 
turbaace» 

On  the  great  queftioo  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind^ 
and  the  right  of  taxationt  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  few  ob- 
fervatioos.  When  the  firft  fcttlers  went  out,  they  were  coa- 
tent  to  go  under  certain  reftri(£lions  and  regulations.  What 
were  tbofe  regulations  ?  Were  not  the.colonifts  confined  with* 
in  certain  bounds,  and  fubje^d  to  certain  terms  by  charter 
granla?  Were  they  not  then  fatisfied  and  happy  to  accept 
the  teroia  granted  them,  and  to  be  under  the  proteflion  of 
the  mothcr^country?  Did  the  firft  fettlers  in  the  colonies,  to 
wbopn  the  charters  were  granted,  prefume  to  iay  to  the 
«otiier<*cottntry,  we  will  abide  by  your  laws  and  regul^ 
tiona  fo  ioog  as  we  ih^U  think  fit,  but  no  logger  ?  Have 
not  the  colonifts  all  along  enjoyed  every  encouragement  and 
iupport  which  the  firft  fettlers  could  poffibly  have  exptSttd  I 
Was  it  not  then  underftood,  that  they  were  to  be  fubje6t  to 
the  laws  of  this  country  ?  Will  any  man  fay,  that  either  the 
original,  or  any  of  the  late  emigrants,  ever  went  out  with 
any  other  views  than  thpfe  of  interefif  Did  the  original  fet- 
tlers prefuoBC  to  talk  about  reprcfentatives  in  Parliament,  and 
ofarefufal  to  be  taxed  without  their  own  confent  ?  Has  a  man. 


fuhmit  to  your  rules  no  longer,  we  houft  is  mine,  and  I  will 
turn  vou  out  ?  Is  it  becauie  the  colonies  have  arrived  to  a 
Aouriuing  condition^  under  the  wing  of  the  parent  ftate, 
that  they  have  a  right  to  rebel  ?  It  has  been  aflcrted,  that 
the  colonifla  are  the  offspring  of  Englifljtmen,  and  as  fuch, 
entitled  to  the  privileges  of  Britons.  Sir,  I  am  bold  to  deny 
it,  for  it  is  well  known  that  they  not  only  confift  of  Englifh, 
Scots,  and  Irift,  but  alfo  of  French,  Dutch,  Germans  in- 
numerable, Indians,  Africans,  and  a  multitude  of  felons  from 
this  country.  Is  it  poffible  to  tell  which  are  the  moft  turbu- 
lent amongft  fuch  a  mixture  of  people  ?  To  which  of  them 
is  England  to  eive  up  her  original  riff ht  over  an  eftate  belonging 
to  herfeif  7  I  leave  it  to  the  learned  and  ingenious  honourable 
gentlemen  to  define  the  true  fenfe  and  meaning  of  the  dif- 
ferent charters  granted  to  the  colonies ;  .but  I  am  afraid  their 
nice  diftindions  and  definitions  will  throw  little  light  upoii 
the  fubje^,  and  ferve  only  to  perplex  and  confound  men  of 
ordinary  underft^ding. 

The  grand  claim  of  t\ie  Americans  is  liberty  ;  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me  abfurd  to  fay,  that  a  people  who  import  flaves, 
and  are  defpotic'over  them,  nay,  many  of  whom  draw  their 
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fuftenarice  fr6m  the  very  bofam  of-  flaviery,  have  a  right  to 
the  freccjom  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  enjoy, 
"irhe  North  American  fpirit  and  pr^dice  in  this  refped,  have 
furely  nothing  in  themfimilar  to  what  prevails  in  Great  Britain. 
Would  it  not  then  hp  a  ftrangc  pjecc  of  policy,  if  not  a  fub- 
vcrfion  of  all  order  jn  the  mother-country,  to  countenance 
this  dangerous  fpirit,  which  evidently  aims  at  independency, 
jand  niight  fpeedily  degenerate  into  tyranny,  over  their  prc- 
fent  conuitutional  fuperiors  ?  What  claim  can  thofe  perfons 
have  to  an  increafe  of  liberty,  who  do  not  grant  the  fmalleft 
cxercife  of  it  to  their  neighbours  ?  or,  if  their  claim  were  to 
lie  admitted,  in  what  manner  is  fuch  liberty  to  be  diipenfed  ? 
iPartially,  or  impartially  ?  Is  the  grandchild'  to  be  free,  and 
the  grandfather  to  remain  a  flave  ?  Is- the  brother  tx>  tnjoy 
liberty,  and  the  lifter  to  be  excluded  from  it  ? 

The  queftion  concerning  the  natural  rights  of  mankind 
cannot  with  propriety  come  uijder  confideratiop  in  the  prefent 
difpute  betweenr  us  and  our  colonies';  liberty,  genuine  liberty, 
if  it  exift  at  all,   is  confined  to  this  and  our  (ifter  kingdom. 

If  our  forefathers  have  been  fo* negligent  as  not  to  give  fta- 
bility  to  the  authority  of  this  country  oyer  her  colonies,  it  is 
high  time  that  we  fhould  doit. 

I  capiiot  reconcile  it  to  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  country  in 
general,  and  to  my  conftituents  In  particular,  to  be  filent  on 
this  great  occafion;  things  are  got  to  fuch  a  height,  that 
it  bcboves  every  man  to  give  all  the  affiftancein  his  power. 

The  method  hitherto  purfued  to  quell  the  rebellion  in  North 
America  has  proved  ineffedlual,  becaufe  it  wa^  mild  and  gen- 
tle. We  are  not  however  to  defpair ;  nibrc  vigorous  and 
better  planned'  raeafurcs  will  havp  a  different  cflfed.  Your 
troops  received  a  fevere  check  on  the  19th  of  April ;  what 
clfe  could  be  expefted  ?  The  provincials  were  pirdvoked  at 
being  reprefented  as  cowards  ;  they  were  determinedto  con- 
vince you  of  the  contrary ;  they  fought,  indeed,  but  how 
did  they  fight  f  They  attacked  your  troops  from  windows 
of  houfes^  and  from  behind  walls,  at  a  time  the  foldiers  were 
fatigued  with  a  long  march  ;  neither  has  the  lamentable  affair 
of  Bunker's  Hill,  on  the  17th  of  June,  any  thing  furprifing 
in  it  :  the  provincials  were  ftrongly  entrenched  oft  an  emi- 
nence, a  fituatipn  which  infpired  courage,  in  confidence  of 
,  ^  jTafety  ;  yet  our  troops  fought  and  conquered  under  the  greateft 

difad vantages.  BoAon  is  a  place  badly  fi'tuated  for  defence, 
fiirrounded  by  hills,  and  liable  to  be  attacked  in  various  ways ; 
It  is  therefore  entirely  improper  to  keep  an  army  at  a  place  fo 
circumflanced,  and  for  this  reafon  your  troops  ought  to  be 
ir^moved  from  thence,  '  *        ' 
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Theic  has  not  as  yet  been  any  regular  engagement,  nor  a 
lair  trial  of  military  flrill  and  courage  between  his  Majefty'g 
forces  and  the  rebels ;  the  numbers  of  the  latter  are  undoubt* 
cdly  great,  and  it  will  be  difficulr,  if  not  impoflible,  to  con- 
quer them,  if  attacked  when  fo  fecurely  entrenched. 

The  people  of  the  Maffachufets  Bay  appear  to  be  both  ob- 
ftinate  and  enthufiaftic  to  the  laft  degree ;  they  ought  there-* 
fore  to  be  treated  like  mad  men,  whom  it  were  folly  to  con- 
tend with  ;  I  would  on  this  cbnfideration  advife  to  (hut  thcmi 
up  with  frigates  and  floops  of  war,  and  leave  them. 

A  noble  Lord  may  remember,  I  took  the  liberty  to  propofe 
this  mcafurc  to  bim  in  the  month  of  February  laft,  before 
the  reinforcement  went  out,  and  from  a  full  perfuafion  of  the 
propriety  of  it,  recommended  to  his  Lordfhip  to  fend  all  the 
army  to  New  York  and  Phihdelphia.  I  wi(h  that  plan  had 
been  adopted,  it  would  have  prevented  much  bloodfiied  and 
other  ill  confequences ;  but  it  mud  be  admitted,  that  no 
human  forelight  can  determine  in  what  manner  the  beft  con- 
certed plans  will  operate.  You  are  lofing,  to  all  appearance, 
a  complete  year  by  your  army  being  kept  at  Bofton  :  the  ene- 
mies of  adminiftration  exult,  and  reproach  you  with  the 
ignominious  iituation  of  Britifli  foldiers,  cooped  up  in  aftate 
<?  inadion.  But  let  not  this  difcourage  us ;  if  it  were  not 
for  the  real  lofs  of  fo  many  brave  men,  who  have  unhappily 
fallen,  every  other  confideration  is  immaterial ;  you  are  not, 
however,  without  fome  advantage ;  time,  which  brings  all 
things  to  an  iiTue,  feems  to  be  working  favourably  for  you. 

I  prefume,  with  all  deference,  ftill  to  offer  my  poor  opinion  ; 
it  is,  that  the  army  ihould  be  f«nt  to  one  of  the  fouthern 
colonies,  to  make  one  ftrong  poft.  If  there  is  to  be  more 
fighting,  let  the  provincials  make  the  attack,   if  they  pleafe. 

I  take  it  for  granted  you  are  to  have  an  army  of  twenty  or 
twenty-five  thoufand  men  in  North  America  nextfpringj  al- 
though I  mean  they  fhould  be  entrenched  and  ad  on  the  de- 
fenfive,  yet  they  may  ad  offenfively  as  opportunity  offers. 
Your  army  pomd  in  a  fecure  fituation,  will  give  loval  fub- 
jeds  encouragement  to  declare  themfelves  ^  they  only  want 
protedion. 

1  think  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  force  intended  is 
fufficient  to  fubdue  the  colonies  to  the  fouthward  of  Delawar 
River,  and  that  floops  of  war  mayeafily  obftruA  the  paiTage  of 
an  army  from  the  nothern  provinces,  fhould  an  attempt  be  made 
•to  crofs  thatextenfive  river  to  join  theinfurgents  on  the  other 
fide. 

Your  fucceis  againft  one  half  of  North  America  will  pave  the 
way  to  the  cpnqueftofthp  whole,  and  it  is  more  than  probable 
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you  jmay  find  meiv  to  recruit  youc  arn^  ia  America  ^  aiaiicy 

will  engage  them  to  inliiL  Such  of  cboib  deluded  people  as 
are  determined  to  continue  in  rebellion,  may  be  allowed  to 
carry  on  their  military  defigns  and  operations  in  the  interior 
parts  of  the  country »  as  long  as  they  caa  keep  together ;  they 
ought  not  to  be  followed  ;  let  vour  armv  ftill  maintain  one 
firm  poft.  In  time  the  rebels  will  be.  tirccl  out }  they  will  4ie 
perplexed  if  you  do  not  follow  them  ^  their  guilt,  tolly,  an4 
expence,  muft  breed  intefline  difTeations ;  the  comiBOo  meA 
mui]b  foon  be  convinced  of  the  fraud  of  being  paid  in  pape;: 
currency ;  the  fooliih  and  wid^d  lefolves  of  the  congfefs 
with  regard  to  non-importatbn  and  noo  exportation,  will 
feon  recoil  bn  themfelves  and  prove  their  defiruAioiu  The 
congrefs,  by  their  ridiculous  and  prefumptuous  (cheine  of  a 
bar  to  all  trade  with  Britain  and  her  iilands,  have  expofed 
themfelves  to  contempt,  and,  by  this  time,  moft  be  £»:ling' 
the  ruinous  effedls  of  it.  They  vainly  imagined,  that  all  the 
merchants  and  manufadurers  of  Britain  would  have  taken  the 
alarm,  and,  through  fear  of  the  \o(s  of  trade,  have  yielded  to 
their  views  ;  but  the  eood  fenfe  of  the  people  of  this  country 
has  (hewn  them  and  uie  world,  that  they  are  not  to  be  deceiv- 
ed by  fuch  artifice. 

Another  of  the  ingenious  devices  of  the  North  Americans, 
was,  to  lay  in  a  flock  of  goods,  which  they  thought  fuficienc 
to  cloath  them  for  an  extraordinary  time  ^  but  by  authentic 
advices,  they  are  already  in  great  want  of  all  (brts  of  necef- 
faries  :  as  one  inftance  within  mv  own  knowledge,  a  letter  I 
have  received  within  tliele  few  aays  from  a  correfpondent  in 
North  America,  inclofing  an  order  for  goods  to  be  fent  next 
*  fpring  if  pof&ble,  contains  this  paragraph,  ^^  My  negroes  wiU 
^'  fuffer  much  next  year,  if  matters  are  not  fpeedily  ac;coai<- 
*^  modated,  what  the  poorer  fort  of  planters  will  do,  Ikhow 
'<  not,  for  there  is  not  a  piece  of  linen  of  any  fort  to  be  goc 
**  in  any  of  the  flores." 

I  hope  the  friends  of  the  colonifts  will  not  be  fo  bold  to  af- 
fert,  that  they  are  fuch  a  fupernatural  race,  as  to  live  without 
cioaths,  any  more  than  they  can  exift  without  meat,  drink, 
and  fleep. 

After  your  army  has  fortified  one  ftrong  place,  dAach« 
ments  may  be  fcnt  to  other  fea-port  towns  to  ere&  forts  un- 
der the  cover  of  fbips  of  war  ;  it  will  foon  appear  how  far  fet« 
tlements  may  be  extended  in  the  fouthern  provinces. 

If  your  floops  are  vigilant,  which  doubtlefs  they  will  be, 
jt  is  next  to  an  impo^bility  that  cargoes  of  goods  can  be 
.fmugglcd  into  Korth  America  to  any  extent,  even  in  the 
three  winter  months,  which  are  only  fevcre  to  the  northward  ; 

trading 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.I77S-  B    E    B    A    T    E   5. 

trading  veflTels  can  fcarcely  ercape  floops  of  war,  properly  fhi- 
Cioned  oa  thecoalLi  and  within  the  great  rivers,  in  this  li- 
tuation  the  colonifts  will  be  driven  t^  the  laft  extremity  for 
want  of  cloaths  and  othernecefTary  articles,  pacticularly  chofis 
of  the  woollen  kind.  It  is  fcarce  poflible  they  can  fubfift 
with  any  decree  of  comfort  without  Britiih  and  Iriih  goods  ^ 
if  they  are  fupplied  with  the  manufactures  of  this  country  by 
any  indired  means,  yet  the  pretext  of  the  decline  of  tradfs 
may  bekept  up  by  dining  man,  althoi^h  in  hO.  it  be  flou- 
rilbing. 

I  bave  »ad  the  petitions  .and  addreflb  from  fome  of  the 
manufiifiuring  towns,  .giving  a  dreadful  reprefentation  of 
their  fears^nd  ^rehenlions  of  a  total  dtcay  of  trade,  **  fhould 
that  be  interrupuid  which  we  derive  from  a  friendly  intereourfe 
withcNorth  America,  and  by  which  alone  our  rank  in  Eurofie 
can'be  fupported."  In  thefe  petitions  they  artfully  infinuat^, 
that  the  pre&nt  flouriihin^  ftatc  of  commerce  throughout  the 
kiogdodo,  is  owing  to  accidental  and  temporary  caufes,  fueh 
as  ''  the  peace  of  Poland,  theSpaniih  fiota/'  &c.  Sir,  the^ 
petitions  are  calculated  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  impoAngon 
weak  minds;  this  country  furnifhes  many  articles  of  com-'^ 
merce,  from  natural  growth,  and  by  the  dexterity  of  our 
artifts,  which  no  other  part  of  the  globe  can  produce  ;  it  is 
impoffible  therefore  that  we  can  be  deprived  of  our  ufual  fhare 
of  trade  with  every  part  of  the  world  ;  North  America  in  par- 
ticular caoiaQt  be  fupplied  with  feveral  of  her  commodities, 
except  from  Great  Britain,  If  a  furvey  were  taken  of  the 
jfljite  of  the  manufadures  over  all  Europe,  it  will  not  be 
found,  that  one  nation  "with  another  pofleiles  above  one  year-s 
fuperfluous  ftock  of  goods,  any  more  than  an  extraordinary 
quantity  of  proviiions ;  on  the  fuppoiltibn  therefore  that  the 
American  trade  fliould  be  diverted  into  a  foreign  channel,  the 
nation  which  fupplies  them,  mud  of  courfe  be  itfelf  fpeedily 
exbaufied,  and  forced,  to  apply  to  Britain  for  a  recruit. 

Sir,  I  declare  myfelf  averfe  to  any  further  conceiSon 
towards  the  colonies,  tHan  what  was  ofrered  by  the  concilia- 
tory plan,  namely,  ^'  that  the  colonies  fhould  furniih  an 
adequate  fum,  to  be  raifed  amongft  themfelves  towards  the 
general  expence." 

The  defence  of  North. America  has  coft  this  nation  many 
floiUioBS;  and  it  is  but  equitable  now,  that  xhe  colonifts 
fliould  contribute  to  the  alleviation  of  that  burden*  Admi* 
niflration,  in  my  opinion,  betrayed  the  dignity  of  this  coun*- 
try  in  making  even  tliat  propofition,  and  after  what  has  fin^c 
happeped,  the  rebels  are  unworthy  of  fuch  mild  treatment. 
From  whom  ought  propofals  of  accommodation  to  come  ? 
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Have  they  not  been  the  a^grcflbrs  ?  Have  they  not  grofsly 
infultcd  the  conftitutionaf  authority  of  this  empire?  The 
North  Americans  in  general,  indeed,  arc  objeas  of  com- 
paffion,  rather  than  of  refentment;  they  have  been  led  on, 
and  infenfibly  made  the  tools  of  fadious  and  difcontented 
men  in  this  and  their  own  country.  It  is  mo^  than  pro- 
bable,  the  ftamp  aA  would  have  been  fubmitted  to,  had  not 
the  oppoficion  to  it  been  countenanced  here. 

As  affairs  are  now  fituatcd,  fome  new  and  uncommon  ex* 
pedients  ought  to  be  devifed,  to  redify  them.  One  of  our 
great  obieds  at  prefent  (hould  be  to  fuccour  our  innocent  and 
peaceable  fubje£ls  in  this  their  time  of  diftrefs ;  for  this  rea« 
ion,  I  cannot  altogether  approve  of  all  the  ads  paf&d  for  the 
punifhment  of  the  delinquents,  becaufe  they  involve  the  in-^ 
nocent  with  the  guilty ;  the  former,  as  well  as  the  latter,  aie 
in  great  want  of  all  forts  of  cloaths. 

It  being  unfafe  for  merchants  to  fend  out  goods,  it  is  fub- 
mitted, whether  it  would  not  be  good  policy  in  government 
to  give  orders  for,  and  export,  a  quantity  of  fuch  commodi- 
ties as  our  loyal  American  fubjedts  are  known  to  wantmoft, 
and  particularly  cloathing  for  women   and   children;    this 
would  be  an  z&  of  great  benevolence,  as  well  as  found  policy. 
Such  goods  might  be  under  the  care  of  fupercargoes,  proted- 
ed  by  the  army  ;    thev  would  be  ready  to  fupply  our  friends^ 
and  alfo  fuch  of  the  aifaflfedled  as  might  bedifpofed  to  fubmit; 
this,  under  good  management  would  prove  beneficial,  not 
detrimental  to  the  public  ;  nor  would  it  require  a  very  large 
fum  for  this  purpofc;  the  goods  might  be  bartered  for  flour, 
and  other  provifions  for  the  army.     Merchants  would,  after 
fome  time,  be  induced  to  fend  cargoes  to  the  places  where  the 
army  was  fecurely  pofted,  which  would  relieve  government 
of  that  trouble.     Sugars,  rum,  molafTes,  and  even   tea,  ar- 
ticles all  of  them  much  wanted,  would  find  purchafers,  and 
be  very  acceptable,  they  would  be  the  means  of  procuring 
bread,  flour,  Indian  corn,  ftaves,  fliinglcs-  &c.  for  the  Well 
India  iflands;  the  floops  of  war  would  proted  trading  veflels 
to  different  towns  and  creeks  on  the  rivers  i  detachments  of 
foldiers  might  be  fent  to  aflift  the  landing  of  goods  j  trade 
would  thus  be  at  lead  in  the  choi9e  of  foes  as  well  as  friends, 
and  their  neceflitous  fituation  would  conftrain  them  chearful- 
]y  to  embrace  it ;  for  who  can  fuppofe  that  the  naked  would 
refufe  to  be  cloathed,  or  the  miferable  to  be  relieved  !  and 
thus  the  olive- branch  would  be  held  out  to  them  in  one  hand, 
while   the  fword   is  kept  in  the  other  :  let  them  make  their 
option;  if  they  arc  determined  to  remain  obftinate,  we  have 
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onW  to  continue  firm  ;  and  I  truft  the  cbnteft  will  be  decided 
witnout  much  further  bloodihed.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
thofe  who  arc -loyally  difpofed,  of  whom  there  are  man,*, 
wait  but  a  pretence  to  (hake  off  their  obedience  to  the  refo- 
lutions  of  the  congrefs,  to  which  they  now  fubmit  through 
compulfion. 

As  to  the  Weft-India  iflands,  one  of  the  capital  objefts 
of  attention,  your  efFeding  the  conqueft  of  even  only  two  or 
three  of  the  principal  towns  on  the  continent,  would,  in  a 
great  meafure,  furnifh  them  with  neceflaries  j  this  fhould  be 
done  with  all  the  difpatch  poflible« 

With  regard  to  our  manufadures  at  home,  a  no  lefs  im- 
portant objed,  if  the  propofed  exportation  fhould  take  place, 
they  would  be  kept  in  employment,  and  thereby  much  un- 
eafiiiefs  prevented  ;  it  is  furely  of  the  laft  confequence,  that 
the  diftreiTes  of  the  induftrious  part  of  the  nation  fhould  be 
alleviated  to  the  utmoft,  and  their  afFedions  to  government 
preferved.  How  is  this  to  be  efFedled,  if  no  goods  are  to  be 
fent  to  America  ?  The  manufadures  ought,  neverthelefs,  to 
be  pHirchafed  at  the  rifque  of  the  public,  and  the  goods  laid 
up  in  flore  *till  a  demand  for  them  fhould  oifer.  This  is  a 
common  caufe,  and  fhould  be  fupported  at  the  general  ex- 
pence,  if  any  fhould  be  incurred. 

Sir,  I  muft  beg  leave  alfo  to  mention  the  fituation  of  an-^ 
other  clafs  of  men  fufiering  great  hardfhip  ;  I  mean  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  to  North  America,  whofe  fortunes  are 
locked  up  whilft  the  prefent  difputes  fubfift ;  not  owing  to 
the  want  of  inclination  in  their  principal  correfpondents  abroad 
to  remit,  forthcreare  men  of  as  great  honour  in  North  Ame- 
rica as  any  where,  and  who  have  fent  all  the  payments  thef 
could;  but  in  the  prefent  general  confufion,  which  obftruSs 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  a  ftagnation  of  payments  foU' 
lows  of  courfe. 

It  is  inrpoffible  for  the  merchant,  under  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  to  difcharge  his  debts  to  the  fhop-keepcr  and  mechanic, 
and  this  brings  on  a  general  diflrefs.  To  remedy  this  evil, 
a  committee  of  merchants,  not  in  the  American  trade,  might 
be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  difficulties  which  the  North 
American  merchants  labour  under.  What  they  want  is 
moncv,  or  a  credit  for  it,  to  anfwer  their  prefent  exigencies  ; 
and,  1  prefume,  they  would  be  well  fatisficd  with  a  fum  equi-* 
valent  to  one  half  of  what  they  are  difappointed  in.  To  cf- 
feft  this  valuable  purpofe,  I  am  pcrfuadcd,  a  lefs  fum  than 
one  million  would  be  fuificient*  Government,  for  this  end, 
Vot,  III.  X  might 
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migbt  iflue  bUIs  uudier  (u^lioa  of  ParU^iaent,  bnriag  four 
per  cent,  intereft,  to  be  Icat  to  fuch  merchants  s^  may  be  found 
mtitled  to  thb  aid,  under  th^  ftipulation  of  dieir  paying;  the 
intereft  on  the  bills  fo  knt,  half  jearly,  to  the  poflcflbr  of 
them.  It  being  further  underftood,  that  the  borrow<;r  {hall, 
befides  his  own  fecurity,  find  two  fufficient  bondfinen  to  be 
anfwerable,  by  indorfing  the  biUs,  for  the  repayment,  of  the 
loan  at  the  end  of  two  years  after  peace  is  re-eftablifbed  with 
America,  or  with  thelparticular  colony  wh^re  any  individual's 
cfk&s  may  be  detained.  Still  further,  in  order  to  give  full 
fatisfaAion,  both  to  the  holders  of  (aid  bills  and  to  the  pub* 
lie,  they  muft  be  fo  qualified  as  to  return  on  the  mer- 
chant and  his  two  fecurities,  afid  be  np  longer  pafiable  after 
the  two  years  are  elapfed,  from  the  time  public  notice  has. 
been  given  that  peace  is  reftored,  and  courts  of  law.  opeo.  for 
the  recovery  of  debts.  In  this,  or  Some  fu/ch  mode,  a  very 
necefTary  piece  of  bufinefs  might  be  tcanfa<^e4»  wicbouC 
much,  if  any  lois,  to  the  public  j  a^d,  indeed,  no  lois  can 
happen,  unlefs  not  only  the  merchant,  but  likewife  both  his 
bondfmen,  fhoi^Jd  become  infolvent.  My  own  concerns  in 
North  America,  are  too  fmall  to  induce  me  to  propofe  this 
plan  from  felfifh  motives ;  I  hope,  therefore,  thia  Houfe  will 
do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  I  am  only  pleading  a  general 
caufe,  from  the  fatisfadtion  it  would  give  me,  to  be  in  the 
fmallefl  degree  inftrumental  towards  promoting  the  happineia 
q{  the  Britifh  merchants.  This  is  no  new  thing  in  the  cooi- 
mercial  worlds  for  within  thi^fe  few  years,  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  at  a  time  of  general  dift.refs,  ordered  a copftderable 
fum  of  money  to.be  lent  to  the  merchants  in  her  dpniinions, 
vbich  prevented  the  ruin  of  feveral  of  them. 

The  manufaSurers  and  traders  who  are  afraid  of  the  lofs 
of  their  bufmefs,  are  much  miftaken  if  th^  think  it  is  to  be 
preferved  by  a  repeal  of  the  a£ts  complained  of,  or  by  a  fub* 
million  to  the  Americans  ;  to  rely  on  their  affedion  to  this 
country,  would  indeed  be  to  build  on  a  (andy  foundation. 
It  is  notorious  to  every  merchant  in  the  American  trsid^  that 
the  moft  northern  of  the  colonies,  haveJong  been  in  die  prac* 
tice  of  fmuggling.  every  article  of  goods  they  cou|d  from  Hol- 
land and  Germany  ;  and  all  the  colonies^  without  e^^ceptioo^ 
have  difcovered  great  partiality  to  the  French  iilands,  in  pic- 
ferenqe  to  tt^e  Britifh.  If  you  give  up  your  authority  over 
the  colonies,  i^  is  loUng  the  fubfta;ice  for  the  fake  of  the  (ha- 
dowi  It  is  facrificing  a  hiding  ^^t  for  a  tpomejHary,  111- 
ju4gc^  U'aaquility. 
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You  haVt  bc^  told,  With  apparent  gravity,  that  *«  peace  i^ 
in  yovkr.powelr ;  that  you  have  only  to  embrace  her  to  pofTefs 
her  ;'*  but  confider  what  Wnd  of  peace  U  rneant,  and  froiii 
whoft  ihotlths  the  voice  6f  peace  proceeds.  Does  .it  come 
from  the  lips  of  bofom  frietids  ?  Docs  [t  flow  from  thofe  you 
have  i^Htm  to  believe  fincehe  }  Is  it  not  rather  tht  languagfe 
of  mockers,  revilers,  and  deceivers.  Of  men  Who  wifli  your 
dtftntaion  ? 

Peacfe  is  r^torfifneftied  by  Ibme  right  honourable  gcrittemeh 
who  tdl  you  the  declafatory  a£l  (an  a£l  palled  while  they 
themfelve^  were  in  oflSce)  means  nothing*  That  aft  cer- 
tainly Vneanft  fomethirtg;  at  the  time  it  was  made  ;  the  inten- 
tion of  it  in\A  at  leaft  have  befen  a  deception  on  this  country^ 
to  pafikte  tfife  d?lgrace  df  repealiiig  the  ftamp  aft. 

Vhdtt  idVotateS  for  a  pzltty  and  inglorious  peace,  feem  to . 
depend  tob  much  on  their  rhetorical  abilities  j  they  Wantonly 
fport  With  tht  conftitution  of  this  great  natioh,  merely  wiA 
the  view  to  overturn  the  prefcnt  111 iniftry,  under  the  pretence 
of  reffcuing  their  tountrv  from  imminent  dangcf. 

Sttp^mig  thofe  mighty  patriots  were  to  prevail  in  the  prc^ 
fent  flrriggfe  for  t>owef,  and  to  have  fettled  with  the  Ame- 
ricans upon  their  oWH  terms,  thefe  honourable  gentlemen^ 
when  in  office,  ttiay  again  change  their  language^  and  tell  thd 
provincials,  as  they  have  told  you,  that  they  meant  nothings 
Let  the  Americans  trufl  them,  if  they  will  j  but  as  you  have 
been  already  deceived  by  their  diilimulation^  it  would  be  the 
height  of  folly  in  this  country  to  put  confidence  in  fuch  meii 
a  fecond  time. 

You  arc  upbraided  with  inrolence,  cruelty,  and  bloodfbed. 
Ridiculous,  falfe,  unjuft  !  Did  not  the  rebels  firft  be^in  thd 
attack  orl  the  King's  troops  in  both  the  engagements  f  Ad- 
mitting th^tea  z&  was  wrong,  does  that  juftify  the  audacious 
fteps  theit  lawlefs  mobs  took,  to  (hew  their  refentment  againft 
It?  Can  any  a£t  of  government,  even  a  miftaken  zeal  for 
the  authority  of  this  country  over  her  colonifts^  juftify  the 
railing  of  afmies,  the  concerting  and  condufling  every  other 
device  of  War,  to  refift  the  legiflature  of  this  country  ?  Have 
they  not  eXerdfed  fuCh  cruelties  over  pur  loyal  fubje£ts  as  our 
moft  inveterate  enemies  would  (hudder  at?  Will  you  not 
refent  fuch  inhuman  a£!s  committed  on  yOur  dcfencelefs 
friends  and  fubje<5t$,  who  have  beeii  (men,  women,  and 
children)  driven  from  fheir  peaceful  habitations  ?  Did  not 
the  congrefs  firft,  by  their  refblves,  endeavour  to  ftarve  your 
Weft-India  illands,  and  alfo  to  deprive  your  induftrious  ma- 
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jiufadurers  of  employmeat  ?  Have  they  not,  by  every  art, 
endeavoured  to  throw  this  kingdom  iato  the. utmoftconfter- 
jiation  and  confufion  ?  Can  you  bear  fuch  repeated  infults  i 
Can  you,  after  fo  many  and  deliberate  indignities  of&red  yoo, 
treat  with  them,  but  as  with  revolted,  rebellious  fubJQ&, 
who  ought  thankfully  to  fubmitto  fuch  conditions  as  you  auy 
think  proper  to  give  them  ? 

I  hope,  and  truft,  the  miniftry  will  continue  fimiy  and 
that  after  ages  ihall  not  be  able  to  fay,  diat  in  the  days  of  oar 
moft  gracious  fovereign,  George  the  Third,  America  was  loft 
to  England.  Let  us  be  fteady  in  purfuing  the  intcrefts  of 
this  country,  but  at  the  fame  time  merciful  and  forgiving.  It 
is  more  than  probable  that  the  ringleaders  in  this  mifchief  are 
but  few  in  number  ^  if  they  can  be  laid  hold  of,  they  dcfenre 
no  mercy ;  convince  the  lower  clafs  of  thofe  infatuated  peo- 
ple, that  the  imaginary  liberty  they  are  fo  eagerly  purfuing9  is 
not  by  any  means  to  be  compared  to  that  which  the  conilku* 
tion  of  this  happy  country  already  permits  them  to  tnjay. 

Patience  and  perfeverance  in  this,  great  work  are  abfoiutely 
necefiary ;  tht  time  does  not  yet  feem  to  have  arrived  for  the 
Americans  to  acknowledge  their  error.  The  natural  courie  of 
things  will'do  more  for  you  than  grea't  armies. 
'  Where  is  the  necelHty  of  hafte  r  It  is  even  better  to  rifque 
9  war  alfo  with  your  real  enemies,  than  to  end  the  preient  con* 
teft  in  a  difhonourable,  pitiful,  and  difgraceful  way.  .  Some 
things  require  great  difpatch,  others  mature  deliberaticm  ;  the 
more  time  you  take  to  fettle  thefe  controverfies,  you  will  ob- 
tain the  better  terms :  negotiations  for  peace  refemble  tranfac* 
tions  .in  trade ;  he  who  is  the  moft  eager  to  buy  or  fell,  ufuaily 
makes  the  worft  bargain. 

This  country,  when  united,  which  it  certainly  muft  be  in 
cafes  of  necei&ty,  where  the  well-being  of  the  nation  is  ac 
ftake,  is  always  able  to  defend  herfelf  againft  the  whole  world  ^ 
confequently  powerful  enough  to  reduce  her  revolted  colonies  to 
obedience.  Let  the  colonics  know,  that  the  longer  they  reiifl, 
the  heavier  bur<len  they  will  incur,  as  in  juftice  they  muft  be 
made  to  defray  the  expences  of  fubduing  the  prefent  rebellion. 
They  have  given  you  the  opportunity,  and  now  is  the  time, 
to  infift  on  terms,  fafc  and  honourable  for  this  country ;  in- 
form them,  in  plain  language,  that  you  are  determined  to 
ereA  forts,  and  in  future  to  iceep  up  a  fufficient  force  amongfi 
them  to  maintain  peace.  Your  naval  power  is  great ;  your 
refources  for  milit;iry  men,  while  you  have  riches,  are  jm« 
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menre;  but  abore  all,  your  caufe  is  juft:  be  not  afraid; 
HeavcA  will  fupport  you. 

General  Conway.  If  Adminiftration  meant  any  thing, Cm,  Cm» 
they  ihould  have  profecuted  the  operations  by  fea.  He  con-*^J'* 
demned  the  whole  of  the  arrangments  now  propofed,  He  was 
certain  the  force,  now  going  to  be  voted,  would  not  be  fuf- 
ficient.  He  was  certain  no  force  they  could,  with  their  ut* 
moft  exertions,  raife  or  maintain,  would  be  adequate  to  the 
tafk:  it  wgs  not  only  his  own  opinion,  but  that  of  feveral 
general  officers,  men  of  rank  and  eminence  in  their  profef* 
non  ;  nty>  it  wa$  the  opinion  of  one  of  the  firft  general  of- 
ficers in  Europe,  whofe  name,  if  infifted  on,  he  was  ready' 
to  mention-  But  fuppofing  the  force  to  be  adequate,  fup* 
pofe  you  could  carry  cveiy  thing  according  to  your  own  ex-* 
pe&ations,  what  would  it  amount  to  i  uo  you  think  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  will  fit  filent  and  inactive  at  fuch  a« 
feafon  ?  Do  you  think,  though  they  (hould  not  take  an  open- 
part,  they  will  not  encourage  and  fpirit  up  thefe  people  i 
they  will  not  give  that  kind  of  affiftance  which  America 
wants,  and  they  can  beft  fpare  ?  It  is  true,  Holland  has  pro* 
hibited  any  communication  with  the  Britiih  colonies.  Has 
France  or  Spain  iflued  any  fuch  public  order?  Or  if  they  did, 
ought  it  to  be  depended  on  ?  I  am  fure  it  ought  not.  I  have 
the  ftrongeft  reafon  to  beiieye,  by  information  from  perfons 
well  acquainted  with  the  matter,  that  none  of  them  are  to  be 
relied  on  ;  and  I  have  heard,  from  no  mean  authority,  that 
at  lead  one  of  the  former  powers  has  given,  and  will  con* 
tinue  to  give  them  every  fecret  aid,  till  they  no  longer  (ball 
have  an  intereft  in  concealing  their  real  fentiments*  For  my 
part,  I  difapprove  of  th^  whole  proceedings  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end;  the  principles,  the  meafures,  the  fyftem,  all 
claim  my  warmeft  difapprobation  ;  I  am  therefore  determined 
to  fet  my  face  openly  againft  them.  The  noble  Lord  who 
has  the  dire£tion  of  the  aiFairs  of  this  country  tells  you,  that 
the  Americans  aim  at  independence.  1  defy  the  noble  Lord,  or 
any  other  member  of  this  Houre,to  adduce  one  folid  proof  of  thi» 
charge.  He  fays,  the  sera  of  1763,  is  the  time  they  wifli  to 
recur  to,  becaufe  fuch  a  conceiiioii  on  our  part  would  be,  in 
eiFcd^,  giving  up  their  dependence  on  this  country.  I  deny 
the  concluflon  too.  I  would  afk  the  noble  Lord,  did  the 
people  of  America  fet  up  this  claim  of  independence  previous 
to  the  year  1763  ?  No,  they  were  then  peaceable  and  dutiful 
fubje£b :  they  are  ftill  dutiful  and  obedient.-^fHere  a  mur- 
mur of  difapprobation  J  I  repeat  my  words  ^  I  think  them  fo 
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inclined ;  I  am  certain  they  would  be  t^  if  fhef  Were  ptt^ 
mitted.     The  a6ts  they  have  committed  firife  from  M  WMt 
of  either ;  they   have  been  forced  into  tbem^     Taiees  hive 
been  attempted  to  be  levied  on  them  $  their  chtrtera  hnv^  b«eti 
violated,  nay  taken  mvay ;  adminiflration  has  att^M^tfcd  tx>  to^ 
ercethem  by  the  moft  cruel  and  oppreffiveiaws.  What  Wtll  ffien 
not  attempt  in  fuch  a  fituation  ?  What  will  ikit  freemen  feet 
under  fuch  a  complication  of  mifery  and  diftreft  i  How  does 
any  man  in  this  Houfe  think  men  ihould  aft,  WbeiidVtrwhelm-* 
ed  with  a  train  of  calamities  ?  How  ought  freemen  and  Eng- 
lifbmen  to  aA  under  fuch  circumftaiicei  ?  I  will  not  (ky  tfiat 
the  aflertion  may  be  ftriAly  legal,  but  I  am  fure  it  is  founded 
in  the  fundamental  principles  of  this  Conftitution,  ahd  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind^   to  afSrm  they  are  fully  juftt-^ 
fied   in  t&ir  refiftance;  and,  I  hope,  that  thtt  principle 
is  deeply  engraven  in  the  heart  of  every  Englifliman.     I 
would  a(k«  is  there  one  cff  you  that  would  tanldy  or  ba(ely 
fubmit  to  fuch  a  raanifeft  injoftioe  ?  I  fay  it  is  injuftice  in 
the  moft  aggravated  ienfe,  to  t^ke  money  from  people  againft 
thetr  confent,  nay  their  expfefs  difapprobation^  Without  a 
.  fin^c  information  relative  to  their  abilities  or  mesMis  of  pay- 
qient.    The  noble  Lord  fays,  the  conteft  is  not  now  about 
taxation,  but  whether  the  people  of  Amertca  are  tb  form  a 
dependent  part  of  this  empire,  or  are  not«    But  I  beg  leaVe 
to  tay,  that  the  difpute  this  moment  exiting,  is  about  taxa* 
tion ;  for  but  once  give  up  the  claim,  and  every  fin^e  ftcp 
you  have  taken  throughout  this  buiktefe  has  been  M  lef^  n^ad 
and  ridicttlousy  than  violent  and  unjuft.    You  fought  a  re* 
venue,  to  which  you  bad  not  a  (Ingle  fair  pretenfionj  becaufe 
they  fully  contributed  to  the  proportion  of  the  public  burdens 
by  acquiefcing  in  the  monopoly  of  their  trade.     In  fme^ 
though  meafures  of  coercion  were  conftitutional,  were  equi- 
table, I  am  perfedly  fatisiied  they  are  totally  impracticable. 
1  am  fure  there  is  not  a  gentleman  of  the  profeffion,  however 
fauguine,  will  rife  and  tell  the  Houfe,  that  he  belkves,  the 
force  to  be  voted  this  day  is  by  any  means  proporttolied  to  the 
extent  of  the  neceflary  operations,    though  the  regiments 
were  efFe£live  and  every  way  complete^    If  this  be  then  the 
cafe,  it  is  plain  fome  other  plan  is   in  contemplafion.     Let 
then  the  noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  rife  and  give  us  fome 
information,     I  do  not  defire  the  detail,  let  us  have  the  ge- 
neral  outline,  to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  probafbility  of  its 
fuccefs.     It  is   indecent  not  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  fome 
|ilan,  or  the  outlines  of  a  plan^.    He  demanded  re^peatedly. 
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what  6\d  tbe  noUc  Lo«d  ncai)  ?  Haw  JiiA  ke  lotend  ta  nA  7 
If  bis  plan  k  conctliatictfit  let  us  fire  ir^  that  we  mw  forfit 
fomeepiaien  upon  it  ^  if  k  (M.koftnity  and  cocrcionyl  do  re***' 
peat  agsun>  that  we  kvf€  119  caufe  for  a  minute's  confidefa'* 
tioB,  for  I  can  with  con&dfiiict  pronounce,  that  the  prefent 
Biilitary  armament  wilt  never  fucceed^ 

Mr.  JeniinfoH  contended^,  that  fevcral  of  the  ads  defined  yCj.Jtakm- 
bj  the  Americaas  to  be  lepeaJed, ,  ilid  not  diredl  v  relate  to'  the  /«•• 
prcicAt  CMiteft.  He  faid,  be  was  afraid  that  all  attempts  to 
conciliati^  would  be  frujdeft,  A  noUc  Lord  [Lord  Chatham] 
in  tbe  othec  Uoufe,  had  fonmeda  plan' of  conciliation ;  another 
originated,  in  that  Hoafis  \  but*  what  was  tbe  reception  the3r 
ml  with  ?  They  were  bo(h  treated  with  every  poffible  ivark  of 
difrcTpeiS  aad  contempt  ^.nay^fo  dctemMned  were  the  continen- 
tal co0gre&  to  Ecpedany  pacific  overture^  that  they  refu(^  fo 
much  as.  to  oe^eive.  tibelattar  aa  a  bafia-  for  treaty  or  negotiate 
lion.  He  faid)  if  there  was  the  leaft  profped  of  fuccefs,  \t 
would  be  tbe  accomjjanying'  our  terms  of  concUtation  with  a 
coofiderable  force*  There  were  feveral  terms  ta  be  made  be-« 
fbreco.iv:iliation  couldt  b^<j9Cained.  He  could  mention  manyv 
bvt  atpusiieiic  would  only  mention  one ;  that  fecurity  fhould' 
begivai  to  all  thofewho  bad  adhered  to  the  government  of 
tiiis  couatjy  over  Amerfca>;  and  had^  in- confequence,  been 
driven  from  America*  Terms  oF  force  were  the  meafurea 
challted  out  by  his  Majefty,  in  his  fpcech  from  the  throne ; 
a  foroiidableannanenty.  conditbns  ^  conciliation^  and  gra- 
cious offers  qf  forgiveoefs  and  protedion»  On  this  foumla* 
tion  the,  prefont  vote  waa^propoied:  if,  therefore,  premature 
explanations  were  defired }  it  the  gentlemen,  who  pledged* 
tbemfelves  to  fupport  thofe  meafures,  had  altered  their  minds 
in  one  event,  or  bad  withdrawn  their  confidence  from  the 
King's  fervaqts,  he  farw  m  poffible  way  to  remedy  matters 
but  by  a.  change  of  adnainiftration  ;  obferving,  that  at  this* 
very  time,,  after  going- fucb  lengths,  how  cowardly  it  would 
be  to  decline  the  conteft  almoft  at  the  very  outfet. 

Lord  Jebn  CavinJifo  faid  this  was  treating  Parliament  with -lah  Jpbn 
every  poffiblcr.dqpree  of  difrcfped.  Meafures  are  concerted  C«vrR^. 
in  tbe  cdbinet  ;  the  King  is  made  by  his  minifters  to  exprefs 
bis.gepera)  intemions  \  tbe  Houfe  ot  Commons  is  defired  to 
Support  tbofe  meafuros  by  voting  an  enormous  war  eftablifli- 
ment ;  and  when  quefttons  are  aiked,  and  explanations  are 
(defired,  even  by  the  very  friends  of  admihiftration,  the  gen- 
tlemen v^ho  call  for  a^plan  are  very  laconically  referred  to  the 
king's  ippech*     Tbe  i'peech  holds  out  generals,  and   refers 
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you  to  particulars  ;  ivhen  thefe  paiticiilars  are  called  for,  the ' 
fpeech  is  quoted,  as  the  true  ftkndard  of  information.  He 
trufted,  he  faid,  that  Engtifhmen  would  never  fubmit  to  fla- 
very,  much  Icfs  fubmic  to  the  tyranny  of  their  own  country- 
ftien  ;  and  it  was  the  peculiar  bufinefsof  all  thofe  in  this  coun- 
try, who  valued  their  own  liberties,  to  defend  thofe  of  their 
brethren  in  America;  for  they  might  depend,  that  the  fame 
fyftem  of  government  that  was  attempted  there,  would  at 
length  make  its  way  hither,  and  the  liberties  of  America  and 
Great  Britain  be  buried  in  one  grave.  His  Lordftiip  obferved, 
that  we  armed  at  the  time  of  the  affair  of  Falkland's  Ifland, 
and  put  the  nation  to  an  enormous  expence  to  no  purpofe,  a 
peace  having  been  fecretly  concluded. 

Lord  Trii.       Lord  Frederick  Campbell  faid,  peace  was  not  concluded  ; 

iUmpieU.  jjyj  ^jjjj  vigorous  and  feafonablc  armaments  produced  peace, 
as  he  hoped  that,  we  were  proceeding  to  vote,  would  on  the 
prefent  occafion. 

tord  John       Lord  John  Cavendt/h  infifted  he  was  right,  though  the  faft 

C0ViMdi/k.  might  have  been  feemingly  as  the  noble  Lord  ftated  it ;  for 
the  point  in  iflue  was,  the  di/av^wal  of  the  court  of  Spain, 
which  preceded  the  increafed  naval  and  military  eftimates  ; 
and  the  only  matter  which  remained  to  he  adjufted  at  the  time 
the  Houfe  voted  the  money,  was  barely  the  punAiiio,  who 
(hould  difarmfirfi.  The  Houfe  was  therefore  deceived.  He 
remembered  a  prodigious  naval  eftabliihment  was  voted  in  the 
year  alluded  to  ;  we  fuddenly  difarmed,  and  yet  the  demands 
on  Parliament,  the  fucceeding  feffion,  and  ever  fince,  were 
as  high  as  if  no  fuch  armament,  accompanied  by  the  circum* 
fiances  now  mentioned,  had  been  ever  voted. 

Mr.  Dtwp'      Mr.  Dempfter  complimented  General  Conway,  both  in  his 

Jtr.  civil  and  military  capacity.     He  replied  to  an  obfervation  of 

Mr.  Jenkinfon's,  relative  to  general  Conway's  contending, 
that  the  Americans  were  juftifiable  in  refifting  the  execution 
of  an  a£t  he  had  himfelf,  in  his  minifterial  character, 
brought  into  that  Houfe  [the  declaratory  ad>«]  He  contended, 
there  was  no  manner  of  inconfiftency  in  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  condu6l ;  the  principle  on  which  he  brought  in 
the  bill,  and  a  refiftance  to  the  mode  of  inforcing  it ;  for  when 
^  the  bill  aflened,  that  Great  Britain  was  fovereign-,  and  had  a 
right  to  make  laws  for  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoever, 
the  true  conftruSion  of  that  law,  the  intention  of  thofe  wbo 
framed  and  fupported  it  was,  that  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  had  a  right  to  bind  the  colonies  e^nfiitutionallyy  not  ar- 
bitrarily;  they  had  a  right  Xx>  fccure  ^eir  dependency  on  the 
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mother-countty,  nor  to  tax  them  imreprefented^  nottoiidema 
them  unheard  j  thtj  bad  a  right  to  rule  them  like  Eogitfli- 
men,  not  to  opprefs  them  like  flaves. 

Governor  J^bnjlfme  was  not  furprized  aidminiftratioQ  were  Gov.  y#i^ 
unwilling  to  give  information  ;  foi*  he  believed  they  had  none*'^*'^* 
A  remarkable  proof  of  it,  he  faid,  was  that  Mr.  Penn,  hat 
not,  fince  his  arrival  from  the  very  city  w^ere  the  congrefs  has 
twice  afieiid>Ied  and  deliberated,  been  aiked  a  fingie  queftioiv; 
not  even  when  he  prefented  the  petition  from  the  American 
.  Congi^efi  to  the  nmc  Lord  who  lA  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
that  department. 

Governor  fwonall^  (who  had  been  up  feveral  times  be- <>«▼•  ^•ti^- 
fore  but  «the  chairaMA  pointed  to  others)  began  with  obferv-*^* 
ingthatftiU  perfeveriog,  he  arofe  to  fpeak  under  every  difad- 
vanngt  and  ill  imprtmon  that  amaitconld  ofier  nimfelf. 
He  appeared,  hefaid,  like  one  determined  to  force  hit  im«- 
pertinencies  00  the  Houfe,  and  to  obtrude  opinions  whictt 
the  eortMnittee  were  unwilling  to  hear,  yet,  that  was  not  hie 
turn  of  cbarafier  3  he  ntry  feldom  troubled  them,  but  at 
prefenr,  befidca  the  defire  ne  had  to  fpeak  hia  mind^  he  bad 
particular  reafons  refpeAing  bimfelf  and  his  conduct  in  tbfa 
buiiaefs,  which  he  wifted  to  give,  in  explanation  of  what 
might  be  otberwife  much  mifui^rflood  and  much  mifreproi^ 
fented.  He  &id,  be  had  been  invariably  an  advocate  for  peace; 
was  fo  at  this  hour,  and  ever  ftouM  be ;  and  yet,  circum* 
ftanced  asaflttirs  now  weie  between  this  country  and  Amerieai 
he  flioiild  give  bis  vote  atainft  our  laying  down  our  arms,  and 
for  the  continuance  and  ftrengthening  our  force.  If  ever, 
UA  he,  I  had  mifirepiefented  the  ftate  o^  fads  ^  if  ever  I  had 
ufed  the  informations  of  which  1  was  poiieded,  either  to  triimii^ 
pet  up  a  falfe  alann,  or  to  give  falfe  hopes ;  if  ever  I  gave( 
or  fepported  an  opinion  to  ferve*  any  party  whatever ;  if  ever 
in  any  inftance  I  treated  thefe  matters  as  party  matters^  I 
ihouid  be  afhamed  to  rife  in  this  Houie^  I  fliould  not  dare  to 
open  my  month  on  the  fubje£k,  now  in  this  horrid  period  of 
cvtnts.  Now  tlwt  I  am  going  to  |>eale  to  fads,  and  give 
my  opinion  on  th^  fads,  if  there  is  any  perfen,  who  can  fix 
upon  any  one  article  In  which  I  ever  mifinformed  the  Houft, 
cither  as  to  a  iingle  faft^  or  as  to  the  effinSs  of  things,  X  beg  * 
he  may  not  only  di(believe  me  now,  but  mark  the  fa^.  He 
faid,thaC4n  the  wretched  ooimnencementof  .this  fad  bufinefs, 
in  the  year  1769^  he  bad  given  his  opinion  againft  meafures  ' 
of  force,  and  by  ftating  the  evils  ftnd  deftru£live  confcquen^oe 
of  fuch  meafures,  had  endeavoured  to  turn  the  mind  of  o^r 
leaders  from  miafuut  of  f$rci  to  modes  $f  policy  ;  he  had  never 
Vot.IU.  ''      Y  varied 
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vtrted  from  that  line  either  in  his  conduct  or  opinion.    Was  it 
now  in  the  power  of  the  Houfe  to  have  a  choice^  and  was  it  now 
thequeftion  whether  weihould  purfuethis  civil  quarrel  under 
modes  of  policy  or  by  meafure  of  force,  be  (hould  now^  as  he 
did  in  1769,  give  his  d^inion  and  his  voteagainft  force.     But 
that  was  not  the  ground  on  which  we  ftood  i  our  debates 
w^re  not  whether  or  no  we  (hould  go  to  war ;  we  were  at 
war.     The  Americans,  (by  a  miferable  fatality  become  our 
enemies)  **  had  clofed  with  us'  in  an  appeal  from  reafon  to 
<<  arms,"  ^'  were  determined  to  ufe  thepower  which  their  Bene- 
^^  ficent  Creator  had  put  into  their  hands,  and  to  perfevere 
**  with  the'utmoft  energy  in  the  caufe  in  which  they  were 
f  *  fatally  involved*    That  dier  had  great  internal  reiburcest 
*^  and  every  reaibnable  and  well-grounded  aflurance  of  foreign 
*^  aid."    That  while  they  thought  that  we  expcAed  of  them 
an  unconditional  fubmiJJUny  their  ultimatum^    held  out  to  us, 
was  the  laying  down  our  arms,  and  a  confeffion  and  relin* 
quiihing  of  our  errors  in  opinion  and  condud.    That  (o  go« 
ing  back  to  1763,  a  period  in  which  thefe  errors  were  re^ 
alized  by  pradice,  they  might  then  treat  with  us  as  to  what 
remained.    He  faid  the  winter  of  courfe  gave  a  natural  re- 
fpite  to  military  force.    He  wi(hed  -any  ground  might  be 
found  to  give  an  aftual  fuijpeniion  of  arms  ;   but  he  couU 
not  as  a  Briton,  and  in  a  Britilh  Houfe  of  Commons,  enter- 
tain the  idea,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  under  arms,  of  our 
laying  down  our  arms,  and  furrendering  at  difcretion.    He 
wiihed  for  peace ;  he  diought  peace  might  be  had ;  but  as  the 
Americans  were  in  aU  events  prepared  for  war ;  they  fet 
us  the  example  ;  we  fhould  alio  be  prepared,  if  peace  could 
not  be  had  this  winter.    The  Americans  meditated,  and  were 
able  to  eftablifli,  and  would  eftabliih,  as  an  independent 
ftate,  a  republic :  ^^  but  neceffity'*,  to  ufe  their  own  words, 
*^  had  not  yet  driven  them  to  that  dtfptraU  meafure.    ^^^J 
'<  ftill  wilh  to  remain  united  to  the  nation,  fubordinate  to  the 
'^  mother-country,  obedient  to  its  ibverei^ty.    They  ftill 
^^  lamented,  as  the  laft  and  worft  of  all  evils,  (flavery  only 
^^  excepted)  the  breach  widi  us,  and  mofl  fincerely  and  ar- 
^^  dently  wifhed  a  reconciliation.^'     He  faid,  he  was  of  opt-^ 
nion,   that  peace  might  be  had   on  fafe  and  honourabtc 
terms.    He   ventured  very  peremptorily  to  affim^  it ;  he 
faid,  you  may,  if  you  will,  have  peace  on  terms  whidi 
will  fave  the  honour  of  government ;  which  will  eflablilh  the 
fovereimty  of  this  countiy,  a  conftitutional  fbvereignty; 
and  rcuoro  the  uaioa  of  the  empire  in  all  its  commerce 
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f  ^icity  ;  and,  thofe  matters  iettled,  you  may  have  a  rcvcmjo 
hy  C9mpa£i.  But  this  peace  is  not  to  be  obtained  by  di(ho- 
norable  conceffions  and  repeals ;  repeals  of  ftatutes  back  to 
the  year  1763  would  give  them  the  advantage-ground,  while 
conceffions  would  cut  the  ground  from  under  your  own  feet. 
You  would  concede,  by  fuch  preliminaries,  data  from  whence 
condpfions,  wfeich  you  could  not  refill,  would  be  drawn  to 
the  givii^  much  more  than  is  now  aiked.  And  yet  every 
jufticc  might  be  done  to  the  rights  andclaimsof  the  Americans, 
and  even  your  own  rights  and  fovereignty  eonfirmed  and 
eftabliihed  without  theie  dircA  conceffions  and  repeals.  By 
a  revifion  and  reforming  of  your  whole  fyftem  in  the  trup 
fpirit  of  the  eftablilhment  of  your  colonics,  in  the  true  ipirit 
of  your  aft  of  navigation  and  the  laws  of  trade,  as  firft 
formed  in  Lord  Clarendon's  time,  who  undcrftood  the 
affairs  of  the  colomes  better  than  ever  they  have  been  under^ 
ftood  fince. 

This  being,  he  faid,  his  full  perfuaiion,  and  having  aflured 
himielf  from  lus  Majesty's  (pee$:h,  that  however  neceflary 
it  had  been  thou^t,  and  really  was,  to  prepare  for  war  at 
all  events ;  yet  his  Majefty's  minifters  had  engaged  them- 
lelves  to  ibme  plan  of  pacification.  This,  he  faid,  he  thought 
was  a  matter  (b  much  to  be  wifhed,  and  which  was  truly  fb 
much  wifhed,  that  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  he  ihould  give  his 
aid  and  affiflance  to  it.     That  he  wifhed  as  anxiouf^,  and 
as  ardently,  as  the  gentlemen  who  called  upon  minifters  to 
produce  their  plan,  to  fee  it  come  forward  ;  and  did  hope 
they  would  produce  it.     He  hoped  that  every  line  that  mig^t 
lead  to  pe^e  would   be  tried   before  the  opening  the  next 
campaign ;  but  yet  thought,  tliat  by  a  refpectable  and  even 
formidable  armament,  we  ought  to  be  prepared  for  that  cam- 
paign, if  neceffity  obliged  us  to  open  it.     But  fetting  his 
foot  furm  on  tlus  ground  of  peace,  he  thou^t  that  thofe  whom 
his  Majefly  entrufled  with  his  powers  of  government  could 
alone  make  it ;  that  therefore  under  the  fame  idea  by  which 
he  objeAed  to  the  prefent  motion,  he  ihould  objeft  to  the 
brining  forward  any  other  proportions,  by  any  perfbn  what- 
{bever  which  was  meant  to  anticipate,  or  to  f rufbate  thofe 
meafures  .of  peace,  which  he  hoped  he  (hould  fee  put  by  his 
Majefly  into  the  hands  of  his  minifters.   That  until  we  faw 
how  i^^tfaefe  were  pradicable  and  honourable^  or  other  wife, 
he  fhouid  be  againft  any  other  perfons  taking  the  bufinefs 
out  of  their  hands ;  that  as  we  heard  lafl  year  the  conplia- 
piy  p)OQpo£iCion   explained  into    an    auaio^^    at    which 
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Ae  Americans  were  to  bid  up  for  their  rights,  f©  now  he 
found  we  were  to  have,  (by  a  competition  of  propofitipns 
t6  be  brought  forward  by  fbme  gentlemen)  a  Dutch  auSlion  ; 
at  which  parties  were  to  bid  downwards  for  the  good  will 
and  favour  of  the  Americans ;  diofe  to  be  beft  entitled  to  it 
^vho  could  offer  the  loweft  terms  ;  he  thought  this,  he  faid, 
ft  unfitting,  that  he  would  put  the  previous  qudHon  upon  any 
fifch  propofitions,  even  upon  thofe  which  an  honourable  gentle- 
man [Mr.  Burke]  had  given  notice  he  would  propofc  and  move. 
He  then  went  to  the  explaining  fome  matters  of  faft  which 
had  been  aflerted.  Firft,  in  anlwer  to  an  idea  of  his  being 
intended  to  be  one  of  the  commiffioners  mentioned  in  the 
fpcech ;  he  totally  difavowed  any  communication  about  it, 
or  the  leaft  knowledge  of  it.  He  faid,  if  it  were  offered,  he 
ihould  wifh  to  know,  firft,  whether  the  powers  to  be-granted 
were  fuch  as  could  be  of  any  ufc  ;  he  faid  theic  commiffioners 
could  not  treat  with  the  prefcnt  ftlfrcrcated  congrefs,  and  on 
the  other  hand^  that  no  provincial  affemby  would  treat 
with  them ;  he  faid  there  muft  be  other  means  found  to 
obtain  even  preliminaries  whereon  to  treat.  In  anfwer  to  a 
charge  made  againft  miniftry  for  fending  the  tranlports  fo  late 
p  America,, and  tp  Quebec  eQ)ecially,  he  faid,  Angle  fhip* 
might  and  did  go  all  Uie  year  round  tp  fome  part  or  other 
of  America  ;  Aat  they  mijght  even  get  up  to  Qj^iebec  fo  late 
ds  Chriftroas ;  that  until  the  river  was  fhut  by  being  froicn  up, 
the  northweftcrs  and  monfoons,  on  the  latter  feafon,  were 
not  againft  but  for  them  when  once  in  the  river  ;  that  though 
there  might  be  bad  weather  before,  yet  winter  did  not  ulur 
ally  fet  in,  fo  as  to  fhut  up  the  river,  'till  Chriftmaa.  * 

A  gentleman  had  faid  that  the  French  exclaimed  againft 
pUr  conduft  at  the  breaking  out  of  laft  war,  in  felling" their 
ihips  without  a  previous  declaration  pf  war,  as  a  brc::ch  of 
the  law  of  nations.  He  explained  this,  and  fliewed  that  the 
French  were  the  a^reffors,  and  that  they  broke  the  law  of 
nations,  by  feizing  our  Indian-traders,  carrying  them  pri- 
Ibnersin  irons  to  Canada,  confifcating  their  goods  to  a  great 
amount,  deftroyinjg  their  habitations  and  fettlenicut^;,  and 
taking  the  King's  forts  by  force^*  That  he  had  the  accounts 
of  thefe  loffes  made  out  m  an  authentic  way,  ha  I  fent  theni 
to  the  minifter  at  the  time,  and  had  now  duplicates  of  iheoi 
b^  him ;  that  he  hoped  therefore  we  ffiould  hear  no  more  of 
tliis  reproach. 

Mr.  Bury,     jj^j.^  Burhw^s  witty  op  the  notice  now  given  of  putting 
the  previous  qucftion  on  his  iqgcion  3  pointing  but  the  .won* 
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ders  that  weic  dally  ena6led  through  that  means.    Efe  Con* 

gratulated  ad minifl ration  upon  it ;   and    obferved,  that  they 

had  already  given  up  the  idea  of  taxation,  and  feemed  rather 

doubtful  of  recovering  America  on  any  terms  ;  but  in  fuch 

a  ftate  of  political  defpair,  the  honourable  gentleman   telb 

them,  that  not  only  peace  and  America  may  be  recovered 

and  reftored,  but  that  a  revenue  nlay  be  yet  obtained  ;  and  as 

a  proof  of  the  efficacy  and  probability  of  this   plan,  every 

propofition  that  came  fliort  of  that,  nay  every  propofition 

but  that  of  the  minifter,  fiiould  be  fmothered  in  embryo  by 

the  previous  queftion.     He  admitted,  that  the  honourable 

Kntleman  bad  knowledge— But  now,  he  faid,  (looking  at 
r.  Jenkinfon)  let  me  turn  from  knowledge  to  authority^ 
which  has  always  more  weight  in  this  Houfe.  I  fliall  now 
fpeak  to  the  rod  minifter.  From  his  fpeech  it  ts  obvious 
what  is  intended.  An  army  is  to  do  the  bufinefs  ;  fince  that 
is  the'  cafe  he  ihould  reft  fatisfied  without  further  enquiry  : 
but  juft  to  beg  leave  to  know  if  there  was  one  gentleman  of 
the  military  profeffion  in  the  Houfe,  (and,  blind  as  he  was,. 
he  could  dtfcern  feveral  red  coats)  who  would  rife  and  tell 
the  Houfe,  that  from  his  confcienee  he  was  fatisfied  the  efti- 
mate  on  the  table,  and  the  arrangements  in  confequence  of 
it,  .would  anfwer  the  ends  propofed. 

Mr.  P$x$jjSy  id  reply  to  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  faid  alfe,  that  now  Mr.  Ffwjn 
he  found  it  was  war  that  was  intended. 

[An  altercation  arofe,  whether  the- board  of  trade  had  not 
hegieAed  to  apply  to  gonsrnor  Tryon,  when  in  England,  for 
information  on  American  affairs.     It  was  faid  by  a  member, 

(Sir  John  Wrottefley]  that  the  New  York  petition,  prefented 
aft  ^ffion,  -was  written  in  England.  It  was  warmly  contra^ 
di£kd  by  another  member  fMr.  Burke]  who  offered  to  bring 
three  evidences  to  difprove  the  aifertion,  and  challenged  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  bring  his  informer] 

l^he  queftion  was  put  at  near  eleven  o'clock,  on  the  firft  of 
thefe  refolutions,  and  t-hie  committee  divided^^^-^Ayes  227, 
Noes,  73.    Adjourned  to  the  loth. 

November  10,  private  budnefs.    Adjourned  to  the  13th. 

November  13. 
The  Houfe  in  a  committee  of  fupply. 

Lord  N$rihy  after  briefly  Sating  fome  of  the  public  ac«  Ur4  iVirfk 
counts,  fpokc  of  the  neceffity  of  quelling  the  difturbances  in 
America,  remarked  on  the  expence  ot  this  meafure,  and 
then  on  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  applying  to  the 
landed  gentlemen,  for  their  fupport,  at  a  time,  he  faid,  when 
the  other  fiefouJK:e8  of  tbp  ftate  were  incompetent  to  the  pur- 
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pofe.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  land-tax  for  1776  hcfmr 
Ihillings  in  the  pound. 

Sir  Joffph       Sir  Jofepb  Mawbey  faid  the  American  war  was  unneceilarj 

fi/Uwbey.  ^^^  wahton ;  and  it  was  difficult  to  determine  whether  it  was 
moft  founded  in  folly  or  injuftice. 

Mr.  JobnJ'      ^j.^  j^  JohnJIone  faid,  that  however  unacquainted  he  might 

^**'*  bewith  parliamentary  proceedings,  he  had  obferved  fincethe 

commencement  of  the  prcfent  feffion,  it  was  expeded  by  the 
friends  of  adminiftration,  that  nopropofitionof  theirs,  bow- 
ever  wild,  extravagant,  or  novel,  fliould  bequeftioned.  This 
to  htm  was  a  moft  extraordinary  procedure,  nor  could  be  fee 
to  what  end  Parliament  aflembled,  if  they  only  afTembled  to 
vote,  not  to  deliberate.  He  hoped,  however,  for  the  fake 
of  appearances,  that  the  minifter  would  ftand  forth,  when 
he  came  to  demand  the  public  money,  and  tell  the  Houfe 
to  what  purpofes  he  really  meant  to  apply  it. 

Sir  Gnrgt      Sir  Giorge  Yonge  moved  an  amendment,  that  it  ihoidd  be 

^*''"        thru  {hillings  inftead  cX  four.  - 

t§riAUyr.  The  Lord  Mayor  [Mr.  Sawbridge]  faid,  though  the  land- 
tax  was  a  tax  the  eafieft  coUeded,  and  gave  the  minifter  the 
leaft  influence  in  its  mode  of  collection ;  yet  no  confidera- 
tion  of  convenience  could  balance,  what  he  felt  on  the  pre* 
fent,  occaiion,  when  not  only  the  treafure  and  blood,  but 
the  honour  of  the  nation  were  facrificed,  to  the  traiterous  and 
defpotic  defigns  of  a  junto,  carried  into  execution  by  the  moft 
unprincipled  proftrtute  tools  that  ever  difgraced  this  country. 

Mr.  VtHer.  Mr.  Viner  faid,  he  had  hitherto  fupported  the  meafures  of 
the  minifter  refpeding  America,  though  he  condemned  tbe 
introducing  foreigners  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  without  the  previous  confent  of  Parliament. 
Standing  thus  affeded,  when  the  motion  for  the  re-commit- 
ment of  the  addrefs  was  made,  as  he  approved  of  the  great 
line  (ketched  out  in  the  fpeech,  he  found  himfelf  under  a 
heceiSty  of  voting  for  that  meafure.  Tbe  vote,  however, 
be  gave  on  that  occafton,  was  a  conditional  one ;  it  was  oa 
the  fuppofition  that  a  bill  of  indemnity  was  to  be  brought 
in  and  pafled,  in  order  to  legalize  that  unconftitutional  man- 
ner of  introducing  thofe  troops.  .  In  a  few  days  after,  a  bill 
of  indemnity  was  brought  in,  and  read  a  firft  time,  and 
ordered'  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  ;  but  a  fortnight  has  fince 
pafTed,  and  he  never  heard  a  Syllable  more  concerning  it. 
His  reafon  for  rifin^  on  the  prefent  occafion.was,  to  aflure 
the  minifter  of  his  lupport,  and  chearfully  to  agree  to  tbe 
propofed  refolu^ion,  provided  his  Lordfhip  kept  his  word  with 
hit  beft  friends.    He  begged  his  Lord£hip  to  tell  him  whether 
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the  indemnity  bill  was  in  being,  or  urhether.  it  had  been 
ftarvcd  or  ftifled,  or  had  its  throat  cut  in  the  cradle,  which 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  cruel,  as  he  had  underftood  fince 
it  came  to  be  firft  mentioned,  that  he  was  pleafed  to  own  it 
for  one  of  his  own  children. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  the  child  he  fecmed  to  be  fo  foli-  Lord  Nmh* 
citous  about,  was  fafe  from  all  the  accidents  he  aiFefled  to 
dread  fo  much  ;  and  to  drop  the  fimile,  he  would  move  to- 
morrow to  have  the  bill  read  a  fecond  time. 

Sir  JVilHam  fVah  obferved,  the  miniftcr  comes  with  a  bill  ^^rfmitam 
in  one  hand,  and  tells  you  very  fcrioufly,  that  he  has  framed  ^^^^* 
it,  he  has  prefented  it,  but  when  it  is  pafl,  it  will  ii^nify  i 

no  more  than  fo  much  wafte  paper;  for  it  is  grantmg  a 
pardon  for  no  crime ;  and  indemnifying  a  man  againfl  his  in- 
clination and  his  judgment. 

Lord  Narth  faid  he  never  fought  to  ihield  his  public  con-  hw^Ntnb* 
duA  by  an  aft  of  Parliament ;  and  the  more  &>  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  becaufe  he  entirely  relied  on  the  purity  «f  his 
intentioiis.  Other  gentlemen,  however,  happened  to  be  of 
contrary  fentiments,  to  whofe  opinions  he  wilhed  to  pay  every 
reafbnable  degree  of  refpeft  and  attention.  It  was  to  meet 
the  ideas  of  thofe  gentlemen  he  took  upon  him  to  frame  and 
fupport  fudi  a  biU;  it  was  to  give  them  perfeft  content  j 
that  he  was  refolved  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  carry  their  idea^ 
into  execution. 

Mr.  Byng  congratulated  the  country  gentle^nen  on  the  ad-  Wr.  Synp. 
ditional  {hilling  land-tax,  ^s  the  firft  happy  fruits  of  Ameri- 
can meafures. 

Mr.  Hartley  faid.  That  it  required  but  little  forefight  laft  M'-  JUrH^ 
year,  to  prophefy  as  he  had  done,  chat  if  the  ruinous  fyflem 
of  American  meafures  continued,  our  land-tax  oiuft  be  raifed 
to  four  (hillings.  He  wiflied  that  his  prefent  fears  might 
prove  in  the  event  lefs  well-founded,  but  that  he  faw  no 
probability  of  the  land-tax  being  ever  reduced  below  four 
fhillines.  Inftead  of  the  promifed  revenue  from  America, 
we  ihail  find  a  perpetual  mortgage  on  our  land,  to  pay  for 
unjuft  and  ill-executed  meafures.  It  requires  but  a  very  • 
flight  accumulation  of  debt,  a  \txy  trifling  lofs  upon  the  • 
revenue,  to  make  a  three  (hilling  land-tax  with  the  ftnking- 
fund  infufficient  for  the  ordinary  peace  eftablifhment.  The 
land-tax  at  three  (hillings  added  to  the  annual  malt-tax,  pro- 
duce nett  about  1,900,0001.  The  (inking-fund,  liponan 
average  of  feven  years,  about  2,500,000!.  The  profit  upon 
an  annual  lottery  150,0001 ;'  altogether  making  about 
4,550,000!.  The  annual  rate  of  cxpenccs  from  1768  101774, 
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upon  vn  average,  including  the  annual  increafe  of  the  nan 
debt,  has  been  about  4,150,0001.  As  foon  as  the  dilimnce 
between  our  annual  income  and  our  annua)  expences,  which 
is  but  about  400,0001,  is  loft  bv  falling  off  of  the  revenue, 
or  fwallowed  up  to  pay  the  intereft'  of  the  enoroMisa  debts 
which  are  now  contra^ing,  it  follows  unqueftjonabty,  tfiat 
we  muft  require  the  additional  {hilling  upon  land,  to  fupport 
«ven  the  peace  eftabliftunents,  which  we  have  hitherto  men* 
tioned.  As  a  fcMetaAe  of  the  lofles  to  be  expc<^d  in  the 
revenue,  one  branch  is  gone  ;  the  revenue  on  tobacco.  The 
produce  of  that  is  nearly  3oe»ooo],  befides  all  the  profit  of 
the  trade  and  coomifficm.  This  cuts  deep  into  the  4  oo^ctooi. 
furplus  juft  now  ftated.  Hew  nuny  times  $%OfOOQi  nuybe 
^ut  off  from  the  revenue,  when  the  iaul  influence  of  theft 
meafures  come  to  be  felt,  in  every  branch,  and  thioughoat 
the  whole  circuit  of  our  commerce,  ihould  be  matter  of  the 
moft  alarming  apprehenfion.  In  the  next  place  for  the  debts 
that  we  are  fo  blindly  contrading^  they  will  probably  be 
kept  out  of  the  public  fight  as  long  as  poffiUe,  but  tbcj 
muft  come  out  at  laft.«  The  navy  <febt  immenie.  The  tranf- 
port  fervice  perhaps  greater  than  at  any  period  in  the  late 
war.  And  for  the  army  extraordinaries,  if  we  are  to  nuin- 
tain  an  immenfe  army,  at  the  diftance  of  3000  miles^  to  be 
fupported  with  every  peceffary  and  contingency  from  hence, 
who  can  fay  what  proportion  they  may  bear  to  any  cafe  hi- 
tberto  experienced  ?  The  cafe  itfelf  is  certainly  without 
example.  However  vague  the  premifes  are,  yet  we  may  be 
fure  that  thefe  expences  muft  be  enormous  :  There  is  no  fpe- 
cifying,  who  can  give  us  affurance,  that  the  total  of  the  navy 
debt,  the  tranfport  fervice,  the  army  extraordinaries^  the 
exchequer  bills,  the  civil  lift  debt,  all  deficiencies,  &c.  &c« 
not  only  now  exiftiog,  but  what  (hall  be  added  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year  for  which  we  are  now  providing,  (hall  be  fo  little 
as  five  or  fix  millions,  perhaps  more.  Over  and  above  all 
thefe  lofles  upon  the  revenue,  all  debts  contraAed,  and  to  be 
contracted,  which  muft  be  fupplied  with  the  perpetuity  of 
the  four  ihillings  upon  land.  Another  annual  charge  has 
been  announced  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the  treafury,  viz.  a 
propofed  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift.  If  any  weight  were 
wanting  to  turn  the  fcale,  and  to  put  the  perpetuity  of  the 
four  (bill in|s  paft  hope,  this  muft  decide.  Why  are  minx- 
Hers  (o  obftinately  bent  to  plunge  this  nation  into  inextrica- 
ble perplexities  and  boundlefs  expence.  Even  upon  the  ground 
of  the  interefted  views  of  adminiftration,  if  the  confiderations 
of  humanity  and  juftice  have  loft  all  influence  with  them. 
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Jet  them  chiifc  deliberately,  whether  they  prefer  the  wafte 
and  ruin  of  the  public  revenue  to  procure  the  deftruAion  of 
their  fellow  fubje£ls ;  or,  whether  they  will  cultivate  the 
good-will  of  the  people  of  England,  by  providing  tbofe  pro- 
per rcfources,  by  which,  without  oppreffive  burdens  or  the 
profpeS  of  bankruptcy,  they  might  be  enabled,  upon  fuitable 
occaftons  to  be  ready  to  teftify  their  afFe£tions  to  a  gracious 
Sovereign,  The  continuance  of  the  American  war,  and  its 
confequences,  (perhaps  European  wars)  muft  defeat  the  pof- 
fibility  of  any  perpetual  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift.  In- 
dependent of  the  confideration  of  grants  to  the  civil  lift, 
being  fufpeded  as  affording  the  means  of  .corruption,  who 
could  hefitate  at  the  option,  whether  to  grant  his  money  for 
the  deftrudion  of  his  fellow  fubjedis  in  America,  or  to  fup- 
port  his  Sovereign  in  dignity  and  fplendour  ?  It  is  in  the  dif- 
cretion  of  minifters,  to  harmonize  the  intereflsof  the  crown, 
.with  juftice  and  mercy  to  their  fellow  fubjefts. 

Mr^  Baldwin  hidy  he  had  always  underft^od,  the  difpute  Mr.  F«tf. 
with  America,  was  for  a  revenue  to  be  railed  there  to  re- «*''•• 
lieve  the  country  gentlemen  ;  but  having  fince  heard,  that  the 
idea  of  taxation  was  given  up,  that  the  objed  was  abandoned, 
he  thought,  if  foy  it  was  improper  to  expend  any  more  mo- 
ney in  the  conteft,  and  therefore  he  fhould,  in  that  cafe^  be 
againft  the  noble  Lord's  motion. 

Lord  Aorth  faid,  he  was  fure  the  honorable  gentleman.  Lord ^^r/ii* 
[Mr.  Hartley]  who  fuppofcd  the  (inking-fund  would  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  1776,  be  anticipated  700,0001,  was  egre- 
gioufly  miftaken,  according  to  the  prcfent  eftimates,  and  it 
was  impoflible  to  provide  againft  every  exigency,  or  to  fore- 
fee  or  prevent  accidents.  Helaid,  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
pointed  out  how  much  more  meritorious  it  would  be  to  pay 
his  Majefty's  debts,  than  fquander  away  the  national  trea- 
fure  in  ads  of  fuch  a  nature  as  would  make  the  moft  obdurate 
feel  and  tremble.  He  fufpefted  the  honourable  gentleman 
was  ar.  ignorant  of  the  true  difpofition  of  the  gracious 
Pnnce,  who  for  fo  long  a  time  has  filled  the  throne  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  as  he  was  of  the  nature  of  the  diipute,  which 
he  called  a  wanton  eftufion  of  blood.  I  will  tell  him  then, 
continued  his  Lordfliip,  that  his  Majefty,  like  the  true  fa- 
ther of  his  people,  more  jealous  and  anxious  for  their  in* 
terefts,  their  reputation,  and  their  honour,  than  his  own, 
has  foregone  cveiy  private  confideration  ;  he  has  kept  back 
his  own  wants,  in  order  to  make  room  for  thofe  of  his 
oontry.     Inftead,  therefore,  of  T  caking  about  bis  own  af* 
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fairs,  inftead  of  remindin|  Parliament  of  his  very  urgent 
neceffities,  he  has  only  delned  it  to  take  care  of  the  general 
interefts  of  his  fubjefts,  and  their  own  honour;  carefully 
avoiding  fo  much  as  to  hint  at  his  own  wants  till  the  great 
national  objefis  (hall  be  firft  adjufted.  Thehon.  gentleman 
feems  to  affirm,  with  great  confidence,  that  the  Virginians 
are  determined  to  turn  their  tobacco  plantations  into  corn 
grounds.  I  beg  leave  to  differ  from  the  hon.  gentleman^  and 
that  from  authority  on  which  I  can  depend.  They  are  notfn 
infatuated  to  forego  the  very  fmgular  advantages  they  enjoy 
from  this  very  beneficial  trade.  He  fays,  the  mother-coun- 
try reaps  much  the  larger  part  of  the  grofs  proceeds,  in 
this,  he  is  equally  ihiftaken  ;  for,  from  the  heft  inteUigcncc 
I  have  been  able  to  gain,  I  find,  that  the  profits  are  divided 
in  the  proportion  of  feven  to  America,  and  three  to  England. 
He  likewifc  exaggerates  the  duties  upon  tobacco,  much  be- 
yond their  true  eftimate ;  for,  by  the  lateft  return  come  to 
my  hands,  I  perceive,  that  the  duty  in  England  amounts  to 
240,0001.  per  ann.  and  in  Scotland,  to  20,O0oI.  pfr  ann. 
Another  honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Baldwin]  is  afraid  the 
idea  of  taxing  America  is  given  up.  It  is  true  taxation  was 
the  original  question  with  America,  but  now  the  difpute  is 
much  higher.  Still  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  fome  mode  w^ould  be 
adopted  by  which  a  contribution  would  be  obtained  from  Ame- 
rica and  brought  into  the  public  treafury  here.  When  his  Ma- 
jefty's  minifters  faid,  that  the  idea  of  taxation  was  abandoned, 
they  never  intended  by  that  expreflion  more,  than  that  it 
was  abandoned  for  the  pre  fen  t  ^  that  is,  that  taxation  ivas  but 
a  matter  of  fecondary  confideration,  when  the  fupremacy  and 
legiflative  authority  of  this  country  was  at  ftake.  When, 
therefore,  his  Majefty's  minifters  fpoke  in  the  general  terms 
above  alluded  to,  I  would  have  my  honourable  friend  per- 
fe6^ly  underftand,  that  taxation  is  not  nor  ever  was  out  of 
their  view*  It  is  neceflary  that  taxation  (hould  be  infifted 
on,  and  enforced  5  becaufe  to  enfure  your  legiflative  authority 
and  commercial  advantages,  it  will  be  actually  neceflary  you 
ihould  combine  it  with  a  tax,  otherwife  you  will  never  be 
able  to  carry  one  into  eflfedual  execution  without  ftill  cxer- 
cifing  the  other,  though  no  kind  of  advantage  (hould  arifc 
from  it. 
Vit.Sald'  Mr.  Baldwin  faid  he  was  fatisfied  with  this  explanation. 
wi«.  Governor  ^ohnjlone  was    for   Lord   North's  motion,    be- 

Gov.  Jghn-  c-aufe  having  voted  the  ferviccs,  there  muft  be  money  for  their 
^^*         fupport,  and  the  land-tax  he  thought  the  beft,  it  was  the 
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only  encrea(ed  tax  that  was  ever  remitted,  whereas  raifing 
i^oney  in  any  other  mode  ha4  been  found  to  be  a  perpe- 
tual tax. 

Right  Honourable  5r.  Totunjhend  wzs  for  Lord  North's  mo-R^^^Howi. 
tion,  for   the  fame  reaifon  ;  that  as  the  army  and  navy  were^^**^*'* 
voted  they  muft  not  be  ftarved.     And  obfervcd  that  the  prc- 
fcnt  encreafe  to  four  (hillings  would  never  be  reduced  ;  for  the 
American  war  would  involve  the  miniftry  in  fo  many  debts 
the  additional  fhilling  would  never  be  taken  o(F. 

Sir  -ff.  Houghton  fpokefor  Lord  North's  motion. 

Sir  George  Havile  faid,  he  was  aftonifhed  to  hear  fuch  mi-  g-,  q^^ 
nifterial  language,  for  the  firft  time,  as  had  this  night  fallen  ^^^ti^. 
from  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  treafury  ;  that  a  vote 
upon  onp  occafion  fhould  bind  in  every  poffible  inftance  that 
might  arife.  Such  a  language,  he  innfted,  was  unparliamen- 
tmry.  For  inftance,  there  were  many  gentlemen,  who  at  the 
firft  bluih  of  a  bufinefs,  might  have  haitily  agreed  tomeafures 
of  coercion,  who,  when  they  came  to  confider  the  confequen- 
Gcs,and  weigh  themanifeft  certain  inconveniences  againft  the 
probability  of  fuccefs,  might  be  very  ready  to  fetra^,  and  be 
glad  to  return  to  the  right  path.  His  general  fentiments  were 
well  known  ;  he  abhorred  the  idea  of  robbing  the  Americajfis 
of  their  liberty  ;  but  fuppofing  he  had  firft  been  of  a  different 
way  pf  thinking,  when  he  can.e  to  fupport  meafures  with  his 
purfe,  when  he  came  to  j^ive  the  only  true  teft  of  his  fenti- 
meats,  he  might  probably  alter  his  opinion  ;  and  whatever 
the  current  language  might  be  of  a  difmclination  to  burden 
their  conftituents,  he  believed  it  was  one  of  the  moft 
wholefoipe  and  conftitutional  checks  on  the  reprefentative, 
that  when  he  bound  the  reprefented,  he  at  the  fame  time 
bound  and  taxed  himfelf.  He  faid  befides,  that  this  me- 
thod of  voting  money  for  fcrvices  unknown  to  the  Houfe^ 
or  at  Jeaft  on  which  they  had  no  fubftantial  controul,  fur- 
niflied  minifters  with  opportunities  of  bribery  and  corrup- 
tiont  which  were  to  the  laft  degree  fatal  and  ruinous  in  their 
confisquences. 

Lord  N^rth  rofe  to  contradict  what  he  termed  a  moft  ridi-  Lordi^y 
cvlous  aqd  abfurd  aftertion  ;  the  K  ing  had  his  revenue,  the 
feveral  departments  had  theirs ;  and  though  it  was  impoifible 
in  the  nature  of  things,  to  check  them  immediately,  yet  the 
enfuing  feffion,  when  the  feveral  accounts  of  the  preceding 
one  were  made  up,  any  gentleman  was  at  liberty  to  examine 

theipy  to  dete£l  errors  if  there  were  any,  and  to  call  the  mini- 
.fteria)  officers  in  their  feveral  departments  to  account,  and  if 
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J  roved  guilty  of  malverfation  in  office,  to  bring  them  to  €:cm- 
ign  punifliment. 
Mr.  j^,„^       Mr.  tnnes  faid,  he  was  for  the  four  fliiUings  in  the  pound 

land'tax,  as  it  did  not  a(Fe&  him. 
Sir  Jefefb       Sir  Jofeph  Maivbeyy  thought  what  fell  from  tlic  laft  honour- 
Wrtp3^.     able  gentleman  deferved  the  attention  of  the  Houfc.     If  he 
was  not  affe&ed  by  the  land-tax,  he  Ihould  be  glad  to  know- 
where  his  qualification  was  ? 

The  Houfe  divided  upon  the  amendment.  For  it  47, 
againft  it  182.  The  main  qucftion  was  then  put,  and  agreed 
to. 

Novtmb^r  14. 
Nothing  done  (not  members  fufficient  for  a  ballot,  to  try 
a  contefted  eleftioD,  and  therefore  obliged  to  adjourn.) 
November  15. 
Mr   FreJf     ^^'  Frederick  Montagu  reported  from  the  committee^  who 
rick  Jifo»r*- were  appointed  to  take  into  confidcration  the  ftanding  orders 
!•«•  of  this  Houfe,  relating  to  private  bills,  which  were  made  in 

-  the  laft  feilion  of  the  IsSl  Parliament,  and  to  report  the  fame, 
with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  Houfe ;  that  the  com- 
mittee had  confidered  the  fame  Accordingly,  and  had  come  to 
fcveral  refolutions,  whidi  they  had  direficd  him  to  report  to 
the  Houfe  ;  and  ho  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  after- 
wards delivered  it  in  at  the  table,  where  the  fame  was  read  ; 
and  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  are  as  foUoweth  ;  viz. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  die  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  ftanding  order  of  the  Houfe,  of  the  25th  day  of  jlpr'il^ 
1774,  "  Tliat,  after  this  fcffion  of  Parliament,  before  any 
petition  is  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  for  inclofing,  draining, 
or  improving,  any  lands,  fens,  or  commons,  a  printed  or 
written  notice  of  fuch  intended  application  to  Parliament  be 
affixed  on  the  church-door  of  the  parifh  or  pariflies,  in  which 
fach  lands,  fens,  and  commons,  do  He,  for  iliree  Sundays  ill 
the  months  of  Auguft  and  September,  or  either  of  them,  im- 
mediately preceding  the  fcffion  of  Parliament  in  which  fuch 
petition  is  to  be  prefented,"  be  adhered  to. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
ilanding  order  of  the  Houfe,  of  die  faid  25th  day  of  Aprif, 
1774,  "  That,  after  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  in  all  bills 
for  inclofing  lands  or  commons,  the  names  of  the  commiffio- 
ners  propoled  to  be  appointed,  and  the  compenfations  intend- 
ed for  the  lord  of  the  manor  and  the  owners  af  tithes,  in  lieu 
of  dicir  refpcftive  rights,  where  any  bargains  or  agreemcnu 
have  been  made  for  fuch  compehfations,  be  inferted  in  the 
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copy  of  the  bill  prefented  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  that  alt  copies 
dF  fuch  bills,  whether  printed  or  written,  which  fliall  be  fenc 
to  any  of  the  perfons  interefted  in  thefaid  manor,  tithes,  lands, 
or  commons,  for  their  confent,  do  contain  the  names  of  fuch 
propofed  commiffioncrs,  and  alfo  fuch  intended  compenfa- 
tion,*'  be  adhered  to. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this,  committee,  that 
the  (landing  order  of  the  Houfe  of  the  faid  2$th  dav  of  April, 
1774,  •' That,  after  this  feflion  of  Parliament,  before  any 
petition  is  prefented  to  the  Houfa,  for  making  a  turnpike  road» 
or  for  the  renewal  or  alteration  of  any  adof  rarliament  pafled 
for  that  purpofe,  notice  of  fuch  intended  application  to  Parlia- 
ment be  given,  at  the  general  quarter  feiSons  of  the  peace, 
which  (hall  be  held  for  every  and  each  county  or  diftrid, 
through  which  fuch  road  pafles,  oris  intended  to  pafs,  at  the 
Michaelmas  immediately  preceding  the  feffion  of  Parliament 
in  which  fuch  petition  is  to  be  prefented,"  be  adhered  to. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the   (landing  order  of  the  Houfe,  of  the  faid    25th  day  of 
April,  1774,  '*  That  this  notice  be  given,  bv  affixing  to  the 
door  of  the  feffions  houfe,  where  fuch  gejieral  quarter  feffion» 
are  held,  a  printed  or  written  paper,  defcribing  the  pari(he8 
through  which  the  faid  road  pafles,  or  is  intended  to  pafs  ;  and 
that  fuch  notice  be  alfo  printed  in  (bme  one  news-paper  of 
the  county,  or,  if  there  is  no  fuch  paper  printed  for  that  coun* 
ty,  then  in  the  news-paper  of  fome  near  or  adjoining  county, 
three  times  at  leaft,  in  the  months  of  Auguft  and  September,, 
or  either  of  them,  immediately  preceding  the  feflion  of  Par- 
liament in  which  fuch  petition  is  to  be  prefented,"  be  adhe- 
red to, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
(landing  order  of  the  Houfe,  of  the  faid  25th  day  of  April 
1774,  "  That  after  this  feffion  of  Prrliamcnt,  when  any  pe- 
tition is  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  for  making  a  navigable  canal, 
or  for  making  or  improving  the  navigation  of  a  river,  or  for 
altering  any  aft  of  Parliament  pzfftd  for  either  of  thofe  pur- 
pofes^  there  be  prefented  with  fuch  petition,  a  plan  defcribing 
the  line  of  fuch  intended  canal  or  navigation,  and  the  lands 
through  which  the  fame  is  to  be  carried  ;  and  that  previous 
I  application  be  made  to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  fuch  lands^ 
for  their  a(rent  to  the  propofed  canal  or  navigation ;  and  that 
feparate  lifts  of  the^names  of  fuch  owners  and  occupiers  be 
prefented  alfo  vvith*the  faid  petition,  diftinguilhing  which  of 
thcm^  on  fuch  application^  have  alfented  to,  or  dilfefited 
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from,  the  faid  propofed  canal  or  navigation,  or  are  neuter  ia 
rcfpcft  thereto,    be  adhered  to. 

Relblved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  committee,  That 
the  (landing  order  of  the  Houleof  the  faid  25th  day  of  April 
1 774,  **  That  after  this  fcffion  of  Parliament,  when  any  peti- 
tion is  prcfented  to  this  Houfe,  for  making  a  navigable  canal, 
oV  for  making  or  improving  the  navigation  of  a  river,  or  for 
making  a  new  turnpike  road,  or  for  railing  any  further  fum 
of  money  for  any  of  thofe  purpofes,  there  be  annexed  to  the 
faid  petition  an  eftimatc  of  the  propofed  expence  of  fuch  un- 
dertaking, figned  by  the  perfon  or  perfons  making  the  fame, 
together  witli  an  account  of  the  money  fubfcribed  for  carry- 
ing the  faid  work  into  execution,  and  tlic  names  of  the  fub- 
fcnbers,  with  tlie  fums  refpeftively  fubfcribed  by  them,"  be 
adhered  to, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That 
tlie  ftandiag  order  of  the  Houfe,  of  the  faid  25th  day  of  April, 
^'  That  after  this  fefEoo  of  Parliament,  in  all  bills  for  mak- 
ipg  a  navigable  canal,  or  for  making  or  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  a  river,  or  for  making  a  new  turnpike-road,  there  be 
inferted  a  claufe,  compelling  die  fubfcribcrs  for  carrying  any 
iuch  work  into  execution  to  make  payment  of  the  fums  fevc- 
rally  fubfcribed  by  them,'*  be  adhered  to, 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That 
the  Handing  order  of  the  Houfe  of  the  faid  25th  day  of  April, 
*^  That  aner  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  when  any  petition 
for  a  canal,  navigation,  or  turnpike-road,  or  for  renewing  or 
altering  any  a£l  of  Parliament  paiTed  for  any  of  thofe  purpo- 
fes, or  for  mclofing,  draining,  or  improving,  any  lands,  fens, 
or  commons,  hath  been  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  tlie  commit- 
tee to  whom  the  faid  petition  fliall  be  referred,  or,  in  cafe 
fuch  petition  (hall  not  be  referred  to  a  committee,  then  the 
committee  to  whom  the  bill  for  thofe  purpofes  Ihall  be  com- 
mitted, do  examine,  in  the  flrft  place,  how  far  the  orders  con- 
tained in  the  fix  refolutions  firft  reported  from  the  committee, 
as  agreed  to  by  this  Houfe,  have  been  complied  with  ;  and 
the  chairman  of  fuch  committee  fliall  report  the  evidence,  up- 
on fuch  examinatit)n,  to  the  Houfe,  on  the  report  of  fuch  pe- 
tition or  bill,"  be  repealed. 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That 
after  tliis  feffion  of  Parliament,  when  anyj)etition  for  a  canal, 
navigation,  or  turnpike-road,  or  for  renewing  or  altering  any 
»£l  of  Parlianient  paffcd  for  any  of  tliofe  purpofes,  or  for  in- 
j:lofmg,  draining,  or  improving  any  lands^  fens,  or  commons, 
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hath  b^n  prefented  to  this  Houfe,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
faid  petition  fhall  be  referred,  or  in  cafe  fuch  petition  fhall  not 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  then  the  committee  to  whom  the 
bill  for  thofc  pnrpofes  fhall  be  committed,  do  examine,  in  the 
firil  place,  how  tar  the  orders  contained  in  the  fix  refblutions 
firft  reported  from  the  committee,  as  agreed  to  by  this  Houfe^ 
have  been  complied  with  ;  and  the  chairman  of  fuch  com- 
mittee flipll  report  the  fame  to  the  Houfe,  on  the  report  of  fuch 
petition  or  bilU 

Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  conmiittee.  That 
the  Handing  order  of  the  Houfe  of  the  faid  25th  day  of  April, 
"  That,  auer  this  feflion  of  Parliament,  in  all  bills  for  inclo- 
fures,  there  be  inferted  a  claufe,  compelling  the  commiiiionert 
to  account  for  all  monies  by  them  laid  out  and  aiTeffed  on  the 
parties  concerned  in  the  faid  inclofures,"  be  adhered  to. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons  as  have  advifed  his  Ma* 
jefty  to  fend  to  the  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  a 
part  of  the  elcftoral  troops  of  Hanover,  during  the  rccefs  of 
Parliament,  was  rtad  a  fecond  time,  and  committed. 

The  Houfe  in  committee  on  the  bill  for  empowering  hi$ 
Majcfty  to  aflemble  the  militia  in  cafes  of  rebellion  in  any  of 
the  dominions  of  the  crown  of  Great-Britain :  a  motion  was 
made  to  amend  the  preamble  with  theft  words,  "that  the 
iaid  power  fhould  not  extend  beyond  the  conti&uance  of  the 
prcfent  rebellion^* 

The  Lord  Mayor  [Mr.  Scnvbridge']  contended  that  this  bill  Mr.  Savf^ 
would  tlirow  an  additional  weight  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  i^ndge, 
already  become  too  powerful,  which  might  and   probably 
would  be  produ&ive  of  very  dangerous  conl'equences. 

Lord  yobn  Cavmdijh  faicl,  if  the  friends  of  adminiftrationLord>^ir 
oppofed  the  amendment,  it  would  convince  him  tftat  his  fuf-  Cwwif/j*.  ^ 
picions  were  well-founded,  which  were,  that  the  prefent  bill 
no  more  than  a  mere  colourable  pretext  for  arming  the  crowa 
with  power  hitherto  unknown  to  the  conftitution. 

Sir  George  Savile  faid  the  very  point  meant  to  be  covertly  Sir  c^irj, 
carried  by  this  bill,  was  what  no  king  of  England,  even  thc^'^'^c 
moft  deipotic,  was  ever  able  to  gain ;  that  on  this  was  ground- 
ed the  leading  conteft  between  Charles  I.  and  his  Parliament, 
long  before  that  aflembly  was  charged  with  any  views  of  fac- 
tion, or  of  overthrowing  the  conftitution.  Hitherto,  he  faid, 
no  man  in  this  country  could  be  armed  without  the  confent 
of  Parliament ;  the  army  were  armed  by  Parliament ;  fo  were 
the  militia  :  but  if  this  bill  fhould  pals,  the  military  would 
be,  or  atleaft  might  be,  armed  by  the  King,  witiiout  the  coa-. 
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fcnt  of  Parliament.  Many  things  might  be  nrgca  on  the 
ground  that  the  militia  were  the  great  conftitutional  force  of 
the  kingdom  ;  that  nothing  of  courfe  can  be  feared  from  them, 
for  they  will  aft  in  a  double  capacity,  of  defenders  of  their 
country  and  its  conftitution.  The  argument  is  plaafible,  and 
therefore  the  better  calculated  to  deceive  ;  but  he  begged  leave 
to  draw  a  very  difierent  conclufion.  There  were  always  two 
parties  in  this  country ;  no  matter  as  to  thar  principles  :  the 
Prince  would  have  it  m  his  power,  by  this  bill,  to  put  the  mili- 
tia into  the  hands  and  under  the  command  of  which  of  thde 
he  thought  fit,  and  to  call  them  out  into  aftual  fervice  when  he 
pleafed  ;  for  as  to  the  condition  of  a  rebelfion  being  vsnthin  tbc 
dominions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  he  looked  iipon  that 
as  nothing ;  as  means  might  be  eafily  devifed  to  furnifh  a  pre- 
tence fulncicnt  to  juftify  the  embodying  the  militia.  What 
then  may  be  the  confcqucnce,  but  that  an  ambitious  or  weak 
prince,  fupported  or  urged  by  a  revengeful  perfecuting  fac- 
tion, may  create  a  civil  war  in  fome  diftant  part  of  the  em- 
pire, in  order  at  length  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  exter- 
minating or  triumphing  over  their  adverfaries  at  home,  and 
deftroyinff  the  liberties  of  their  country. 

}AufJfrktru  Mr.  Herbert  faid,  the  liberties  of  no  free  country  could  be 
prcferved,  on  the  fuppofition  that  the  people  were  in  a  ftatc 
like  that  defcribcd  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ;  that  the 
Parliament  muft  pay  the  militia,  confequently  the  miniftry 
would  be  cautious  to  alTemble  them  without  a  juft  caufe  ;  and 
while  the  prcfent  conftitution  continued,  it  would  be  abfurd 
to  guard  againft  Parliament,  in  whom  we  muft  continue  to 
rcpofe  a  confidence. 

Mr.  Seij.        Mr.  Serjeant  Jdair  entered  into  feveral  legal  definitions  of 

Mmt.  treafon  and  rebellion.  He  adverted  to  a  law  pafled  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  in  order  to  fhew  the  true  ancient  ground 
on  which  the  militia  of  tliis  kingdom  refted,  and  fo  traced  the 
fubjeft  down  to  the  prefent  Umes.  He  infifted  that  if  the 
friends  of  the  bill  meant  what  they  aflcrted,  they  would  be 
amply  content  to  have  a  temporary  one.  That  when  they 
faid  the  bill  meant  no  more  than  it  expreffed,  why  did  they 
not  define  and  fpecify  the  fort  of  rebellion,  the  extent  of  it, 
and  its  locality  ?  No;  any  thing  the  governing  powers  thought 
proper  to  call  Rebellion,  would  foon  be  deemed  fo.  He  m- 
ftanced  the  various  cafes,  or  afts  of  violence,  which  in  law  are 
deemed  levying  war,  fuch  as  levelling  enclofures,  pulling  down 
meeting-houfes,  bawdy-houfes,  &c.  He  mentioned  particu- 
larly the  cafci  of  the  Oxford  rioters^  and  the  pulling  down 
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Imdy-hnxCf  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  anc!  die  polling 
dopuB  Biiige&'t  flicetti^*hoiift9  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Ann, 
when  fixne  perlbns  were  tried  and  condemned  for  high^treaibn, 
ferbeiitf  coDoemcd  in  that  riot.  He  obierved  finally,  that 
the  Britoh  empiie  extends  to  die  four  quarters  of  the  riobc ; 
that  if  any  iUq[al  or  riotous  aft,  of  the  nature  now  alluded  to, 
ihoold  happen,  no  matter  whedicr  at  Patna,  Senegambia,  or 
fioftoa,  the  minifier  mig^t  coqftnie  it  into  rebellion,  and  call 
auttheouiida. 

Sir  Grif  Cufir  conteaded^  that  the  minifler  could  not  call  ShGrt^ 
out  the  nulitia,  widwot  affi^nng  his  reaibos  for  fb  doing,  and  ^^'^^^ 
bfafluttii^  them  toPartiament  for  jtheir  approbation,  when* 
ever  die^^  met,  .if  not  fitting  at  the  time. 

The  ng^t  lx>noQmble  71  Tmrn^nnd  did  not  much  approve  Rt.  Hoo.T. 
«f  die  biB,  but  wodd  give  his  aflent  to  its  paffing,  becaufe  if  'tmnjkvtJU 
it  ihould  not  pafs,  Germans  would  certaj^ly  be  brourht  over ; 
fcthe  hoped  the  bill  would  be  property  Umitted.  He  never 
knew  or  r^ad  of  a  ftandii^  army  which  did  not  originate  in  a 
militia.  '  Several  free  governments  had  been  overturned  by  a 
miCtia ;  particularly  one  near  home.  It  was  well  known  that 
LoQis  Xl.  of  France  overturned,  and  cooqpletely  deftroyed  the 
liberties  of  his  country  by  a  militia. 

Mr.  Cator  againft  the  amendment;  he  did  not  know  whom  Mr.C^/^, 
people  could  truft,  if  tliey  dare  not  truft  themfclves. 

Mr.  Dtmpfier  for  die  biH  ;  obferved  that  the  right  ho- J^'*  ^«^- 
aounbic  gcndeman  fMr.  Townfhend]  who  faid  that  all  thc-^*'' 
free  goveraments  of  Europe  had  been  deftroyed  by  a  militia, 
JFasmiftakcn,  for  hiftory  would  ftimifli  many  more  inftances 
iowtudi  they  had  been  overthrown  by  ftandmg  armies  ;  and 
k  hoped  that  a  mltitia  would  be  eftablilhcd  in  the  north  part, 
aiwell  as  die  Ibuth  part  of  Ae  ifland,  for  the  defence  of  die 
ludon  in  gencp^. 

The  ri^t'l^nourable  71  Twj^nr^fobjcfted  to  die  fmallnefs  Rt.Hon.r. 
of  Ae  qualifii:ations  of  oflicers  who  were  to  fervc,  and  faid  Tawnfkend, 
4cy  ought  to  be  raifed. 

Lord  Afor/i,  after  paying  great  encomiums  on  this  confti-  i^r^N^rth* 
tntional  mode  of  defence,  replied  to  the  laft  objeftion,  by  ob- 
^ing,  tliat  qualifications  were  higher  in  the  militia,  than  for 
tl^  members  to  fir  in  that  houfe  to  make  laws. 

Governor  Johnftotu  infifted  that  the  old  aft,  as  it  now  flood.  Governor 
'^tcd  no  amendment,  ualefs  in  cafe  of  rebellion  being  in  Ire-  3*^P^ 
l^id ;  for  the  King,  in  cafe  of  rebellion  or  invafion  in  this 
^^dom,i9  already  empowered  to  coll  the  militia  out  in 
fourteen  days. 
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Sir  Ge^ri*       Sir  GewTgi  Tonggj  for  the  amendtnent ;  that  tte  Hcmfe  had 
Toffee.       always  a  right  to  be  jealous  aad  fuffHcious,  when  no  reafooms 

oflFcred  to  be  aiSgncd. 
L«rd  Ncrtb,     Lord  North  laid,  he  faw  no  occafion,  if  the  lav  was  a  gpod 
law,  it  ought  not  to  be  reftrained  to  the  continuance  of  tiie 
prefent  difturbaaces  in  America.     The  qucftion  being  putoa 
the  amendment,  the  committee  divided :  Ajres  55  ;  Noes  14a 
Mr.  Mair,      Mr.  jicloir  propofed  another  amendment,  '^  that  the  milnia 
fhould  not  be  called  oux  of  their  refpe&ive  counties,  uidefsia 
cafe  of  aftual  invaiioo."    It  paiTed  m  the  negative. 
Mr.trartlry.     Mr.  Hartley  offered  a  daufe  "  to  impower  the  King  to  caH 
the  Parliament  together  in  fourteen  days/'    It  was  agreed  to 
without  a  divifion. 

The  Houfe  then'went  into  a  committee  to  confider  of  the 
petition  from  Nova  Scotia,  when  they  came  to  the  foUowiog 
refolutioF*,  which  iitas  moved  by  lord  North : 

That  the  propofUions  contained  in  the  addrefs,  petition, 
and  memorial  of  the  council  and  houfe  of  ailembly  of  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  of  granting  to  his  MajeAy  in  per- 
petuity^ a  duty  of  poundage  ad  vulonm^  upon  all  commodi- 
ties imported  into  the  faid  province,  notbeinethe  produce  of  the 
Britifh  dominions  in  Europe  and  America  (pay  fait  excepted) ; 
the  faid  duty  to  be  under  the  difpofition  of  Parliament ;  is  fit  to 
be  accepted  ;  and  that  the  amount  of  faid  duty  ihall  be  eight 
'  pounds  per  €int.  upon  all  fuch commodities.  | 

Indemnity  bill  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed  j   upon 
which  there  was  no  debate. 

Nivimber  i6« 
A  petition  of  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  clothiers,  manufac- 
turers, and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  towns  of  Weft- 
bury,  Warminftef,  and  Trowfatide,  and  the  neighbourhood 
thereof,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  whofe  names  are  thereunder 
written,  was  prefehced  to  the  Houfe,  and  read  ;  fettingforthii 
That  the  petitioners  are  greatly  alarmed  and  furprized,  tV 
finding  certain  perfons,  ftyling  themfelves  the  gentlemen, 
dergv,  clothiers,  and  other  tradcfmen,  of  the  towns  ad 
neighbourhood  of  Bradford,  Trowbridge,  and  Mclkflia!m| 
in  the  county  of  Wilts,  approach  the  Throne  of  our  mo5 
gracious  Sovereign,  and,  under  the  pretence  of  teftifying  tbci: 
loyalty  and  afFedtion  to  his  Majefty,  boldly  aflert,  in  regardi 
to  the  American  prohibition  of  all  commerce  with  his  Mi-' 
jefty's  European  dominions,  "that  they  the  petitioners  iinil 
no  naelancholy  efteds  arifmg  therefrom,  or  any  unufual  fc-l 
lure  of  demand  for  their  manufadures,  or  of  employment 
for  their  poor  ^"  and,   at  this  important  and  alarming  crifis 

wbe5 


Digitized  by 


Google 


K.iyjgi  DEBATE    S.  '  "  «^ 

*rhen  fo  much  depends  on  the  ddiberattons  and'TFcfolutions  of 
Partiament,  not  Icfs  than  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties 
ofthoufands  of  their  fellove  fubjeds,  the  petitioners,  appre- 
hending that  the  like  mifreprefentations  may  be  conveyed  to 
the  Houfe,  (hould  hold  themfelves  unjuft  to  their  own  deareft 
intcrcfts,  and  that  of  their  poftcrity,  if  they  did  not  pub- 
Kckly  exprefs  their  entire  difapprobaticrn  of  that  malignant 
and  uncandid  fprrit  which  can  carry  faHhood  to  the  throne  ; 
for  the  petittohers  affurfc  the  Houfe^  that  the  trade  of  that 
part  of  the  kingdom  has  moftYenfibly  declined  ever  fincc  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  unfortunate  and  unn&tural  con« 
teft  with  America ;  and  that  employmeot  for  the  poor  has 
proportiobikbly' decreafed  in  like  manner^  infomuch  that  it  ap« 
pearS)  'bv  attthentic-and  undeniable  evidence,   that  the  poor 
rates  of  tne  faid  towns  have,  during  the  kft  ten  years,  grown 
to  an  enormous  degree,  and  are  now  become  an  almoft  in- 
fupportaUe  burthen  to  the  inhabitants  tfaSereof  ;•  and  that  tho 
petitioners  do  not  prefume  to  arraign  the  iwifdom  or  juftice  of 
Parliament;  in  the  meafures  which  have  hitherto  been  adopted 
and  purfaM  towards  America,  but,  as  iftterceflbrron  behalf 
of  their  affliAed  brethren  in  the  colonies,  and' in  extenuation 
of  the  criminality  with  which  they  have  been  charged,  they 
beg  leave  to  offer,  that  their  refiftance  tathe  righto?  taxation 
ra  the  Britiih  parliament  (from  the  claim  to  which,  the  pre- 
fent unhappy  differences  have  originated)  has  not,  as  they 
conceive,  proceeded  from  an  impatience  of  fubordination  to 
that  high  conftitutional  fupreraacy  neccflarily  vefted  in  the 
mother-country,  but  in  fupport  of  an  ufage,  which  an  uniform 
and  uninterrupted   enjoyment  of  more  than   150  years  had 
given  them  reafon  to  believe  themfeives  entitled  unto,  and 
which  Great  Britain  herfelf  had  frequently  called  upon  them 
toexercifein  their  own  provincial  aflTcmblics;   and  the  peti* 
tioners  therefore,  confiderrng  that  the  vital  principle  of  trade 
is  peace  and  confidence^  not  war  and  diffraction  ^  and  com->> 
paffionating  the  tumultuous  and  irregular  exertion  of  that 
rude  yet  manly  fpirit,  whofe  features  plainly  mark  its  origin 
of  Britifh  anceftry,  and  which,  though  mifguided  in  them, 
was,  through  our  common   anceftors,  produ3ive  of   thofe 
bleffings  which  make  the  peculiar  boaft  of  our  happy  conffi- 
tution,  and  to  which  we  owe  the  diftinguiffied  happinefs  that 
the  prefent  auguft  family  are  at  this  day  on  the  throne  of  thefe 
kingJoms  -,  and  deprecating  alfo  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war, 
the  event  of  which,  being  in   the  hands  of  the  Almighty, 
may  terminate  in  the  difmeiAbermcnt  of  our  empire,  or  in  a 
a  barren  and  ruinous  conqueff ;  and  therefore  prayin**  the 
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Houfe,  totalfcthe  pfemires  into  Cheir  conliiienitiony  and,  for 
the  fake  of  peace,  for  the  fake  of  trade  and  conimeroe»  ard 
for  the  general  fafety,  concord,  and  profperity,  of  the  wbak 
empirCffor  the  fake  of  our  holy  religion,  and  the  glory  of 
Almighty  God,  who  dwells  in  peace,  to  adopt  fuchknient 
^  meafures  as  may  reftore  to  this  great  kingdom  and  her  cdookt 

that  aiFe&ionate  intercourfe  with  each  other,  whicl|  alone  caa 
prevent  the  manifold  evils  with  which  they  are  now  thiseatencd, 
and  eftabliib  the  national  greatncfs  on  the  broad  foundatioa 
of  equal  rule,  and  the  general  happinefs  of  a  free,  ioy^  and 
united  people.    OrdcfM  to  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Buriktt  who  prefented  this  petition,  fatd,  thattke  fi«^« 
Mr*  Surke.  cfs  ^ere  all  men  who  manufa&ured  for  themfelvca  %  ami  be 
was  authorised  to  fa]|  that  they  pofleflcd  more  tbaa  soOipool. 
of  Englifli  property^  ^ 

He  wiihed  the  prater  of  that  petitibn  to  be  conCddcd  as  die 
exord  ium  of  what  h^  iud  to  fay  to  the  Houfe.  He  cooiplainel 
of  the  difficulties  which  in  civil  wars  lay  upon  moderate 
men,  who  advifed  lenient  meafures  i  that  their  faodcratioA 
was  attributed  tq  a  want  of  seal,  and  their  feace  for  the 
public  fafety,  to  a  want  of  fpirit  $  that  on  this  gafticular 
occafion  whatever  they  /aid  to  incline  the  Houfe  to  lenity, 
was  conftrued  into  ^^^untenance  of  rebellion ;  and  £b  oiany 
arts,  and  fo  many  menaces  had  been  ufed,  that  if  thev  had 
not  been  oppofed  with  a  good  (hare  of  firmnefs  by  tbe  mends 
to  the  peace  ef  their  country,  all  freedom  of  debate,  and 
indeed  all  public  deliberation,  would  have  been  put  an  endto. 

He  faid,  that  for  his  part  he  was  noway  intimidated  by  all 
thcfe  machinations  from  doing  his  duty;  and  that  nothing 
that  could  be  threatned  by  thofe  whofe  meafures^  had  brought 
this  country  into  fo  deplorable  a  fituation,  fhould, hinder  htm 
from  ufmg  his  beft  endeavours  to  deliver  it  from  its  diArefles. 

The  firft  ftep  for  this  purpofe,  was  to  get  out  of  general 
difcourfes,  and  vague  fentiments,  which  he  faid  had  been  one 
of  the  main  caufes  of  our  prefent  troubles  ;  and  to  appreci* 
ate  the  value  of  the  feveral  plans  that  were,  or  might  bo  pro- 
pofed,  by  an  exa£l  detail  of  particulars. 

He  dated,  that  there  were  three  plans  afloat,  Firft,  fim- 
pie  war,  in  order  to  a  per  fed  conqueft.  Second,  a  mixture  of 
war  and  treaty.     And  thirdly,  peace  grounded  on  CQnc^k>n. 

As  to  the  firft  plan,  that  of  mere  war,  heobferved,  that  it 
,was  propofed  in  two  ways  ;  the  one  Jir^ff  by  conqueft,  the 
other  indirt^  hy  diftrefs.  In  either  ,of  thefe  ways  be 
thought  it  bis  duty  before  he  voted  for  a  war^  to  kaow  dif- 
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tinAly  thsit  the  m^aiis  of  carrying  it  o«i'  were  ^ieqvtnto 
to  the  end.  It  did  not  fatisfy  his  confcience  to  fay,  that  the 
refonrces  of  this  nation  were  great )  be  maft  fee  them.  That 
hefofe  he  could  cruft  to  tbofe  refources,  on  the  credit  of  what 
had  been  formerly  done^  be  muft  find  the  fituation  oi  the 
country  to  be  what  it  formerly  was* 

He  then  examined  what  the  miniAers  bad  laid  before  tbo 
Houfc  as  the  means  of  carrying  oa  the  enfiiing  campaigiu 
Th«t  as  to  the  forces  which  thev  had^naade  the  Houfe  ex- 
peSt  from  his  Majefty's  allies,  all  difcparie  of  them  had^  for 
fome  time,  entirely  fubiided :  he  could^  therefore,  take  cre- 
dit for  nothing  more  on  that  accotntf  than  a  handful  of 
HaopverianS)  which  oi|ly  anfwered  the  purpofe  of  an  imper- 
fedfecurity  to  (bme  of  our  foreigo  garrifpna.  That  our 
national  forces  to.  be  employed  in  America,  by  the  account 
on  the  table,  ampuiiied  to  no  m(lft  than  a6»ooo  men^ 
In  this,  credit  was  taken  for  the  aripy  now  in  America  at 
f]M  numbers.  He  could  not  allow  that  eftimate ;  as  fup* 
pofiog  th?t  if  the  redufiioa  of  ^he-  troops  in  future  was 
to  be  eftimated  by  the  paft,  they  muflr  be  reduced  to  little  or 
nQtbiM,  by  die  beginning  of  next  campaign.  That  the 
troops  here  are  onlv  upon  paper,  and  the  difficulty  of  recruit* 
Jug  1^23  acknowledged.  Oa  the  whole,  he  faw  itafon  to 
aqjiprehend  that  we  mould  not  be  very  materially  ftronger  at 
dbe  beginning  of  the  next  year,  than  we  were  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  l^ft.  He  faid,  the  probable  number  of  troops,, 
whether  national  or  foreign,  weighed  very  little  in  his  judg- 
ment ;  as  he  thought  the  circumftances  of  the  country  were 
fuch^  aa  would  difaUe  them  from  eSe£iing  any  thing  like  a 
eonoueft  of  it. 

Thataato  the/r#JW/#r|f>or  war  by  diftrefs  (on  the  nature 
of  which  he  greatly  enlar^)  heobfecved,that  it  might  trri'* 
tate  a  people  in  the  highefl;  degree ;  but  fuch  a  war  had  ne« 
ver  yet  indueed  any  one  people  to  receive  the  government  of 
another.  That  it  was  a  kind  of  war  adapted  to  diftrefs  aa 
independent  people,  and  not  to  coerce  difobedient  ful:^£b« 

But  his  great  obiedion  to  it  was,  that  it  did  not  lead  to  a 
fpeedy  decilion  The  longer  our  diftra£lions  continued,  the 
greater  chance  there  was  for  the  interference  of  the  Bourbon 
powers,  which  in  a  long  protra&ed  war,  he  conQdered  not 
only  a9  probable,  but  in  a  manner  certain.  That  he  was  ve-^ 
ry  fure  this  country  was  utterly  incapable *of  carrying  on 
a  war  with  America  and  thefe  powers  ading  in  con- 
^AioD^    ife  ent^ed  into  a  long  and  particular  enumera* 
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tlon  of  all  the  dangdh  and  difficulties  which  muft  atlcod 
fuch  a  war. 
He  ftated  the  conditicm'of  France^  at  the  beginning  cf  this 
^       century,  and  evisti  within  a  few  years;    and  compared  it 
with  her  prefent  fituation.    He  obferved,  that  from  being  the 
firfl^  (he  was,  with  regard  to  effeftive  Military  power^  only  the 
J^sb  ftate  in  Europe,    ^bat  fhe^was  fallen  below  her  foraier 
rank,  folely  from l?h^ 'Mvantages  v^  had  obtained  over  her; 
and  that  if  Jhe  could  Iramble  try,  (he  would  ceruinfy  recover 
her  (luiation.     Thei^  was  now  an  opportunity  for  her  making 
herfelf,  with  very  little  hazard  or  difficulty,  the  (irft  mari- 
time power  in  the  worM;  and  to  inveft  berfelf  witheve^ 
branch  of  trade,  neccflafy  to  fecure  her  in  thatprcrtoiinence. 
He  admttted,  that  at  prefent  there 'were  circumftances  (which 
be  mentioned)   that  nagbt  prevent  her  fibm  availing  berfelf 
of  this  opportunity^     But,'  be  fatd,  we  thttft  be  mad   to  truft 
fuch  an  intereft  as  ours  to-  fuch  a  chance ;  and  that  they  who 
prefurtipcuoufly  truft'to-  the  ixtravrdinary  Providence  of  God, 
by  ading   without  prudence  -  or   foreli|ht,    deferve  to  be 
abandoned  by  \i\^9rMnary  proteAion*   . 

He  then  obferved  that,  as  he  faw  no  probability  of  fucceTs 
in  the  detail  of  any  of'  the  arrangments  that  were  propofed, 
neither  did  he  fee  any  ^hing  of  authority  to  induce  him  to 
believe  that  they  would  fucceed ;  not  one  military  or  naval 
officer  having  givcn'art  Opinion  in  its  favour;  and  many  of 
thegreateftin  both  fervices,  having  given  their  Ofmiion  di*> 
redly  againft  it. 

That  as  no  man  of  military  experienei  had  vouched  for  dw 
fufficiency  of  the  force,  fo  no  man  in-  the  comfi^firititt 
would  anfwer  for  its  fubfijience  from  the  monnent  it  left  the 
fea  coaft  ;  that  therefore  its  fubfiftance  and  its  operation  were 
become  incompatible.  * 

To  the  objeftion^  that  at  this  rate  the  Americans  might 
always  bring  us  to  unreafonable. terms,  by  the  fuppofed  im- 
poffibtlity  of  reducing  them  by  force,  he  faid  that  he  could 
not  help  the  difficulties  which  arofefrom  nature  and  the  con* 
'  ftitution  of*  things  ;  that  he  could  not  make  America  nearer 
to  us  than  it  is  ;  or  a  country  of  another  nature  than  what 
God  has  made  it.  That  people  who  cannot  contrive  to  re- 
concile their  quarrels,  muft  fuffier  the  evil^  that  happen  to  a 
divided  nation.  That  he  was  of  opmton,  there  was  n6 
diihonour  atall  m  any  kind  of  amicable  adjuftment  of  do- 
meftic  quarrels;  and  he  would  rather  yeild  an  hundird 
points }  when  it  waa  fngliihmen  that  gave  and  received,  than 
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a  fiingle  point  to  a  foreign   nation ;  9n4  we  were  in  fucV 
circuoiftances  that  we  muft  yield  to  either  one  or  the  other. 

•  After  an  examination  of  the  merits  of  the  iirft  plan^  that 
of  reducijBg  the  colonies'  to  obedience  by  fimpU  wary  in  9ritr 
to  a  pnft^  cmquifly  he  entered  into  a  difcuffion  of  the  fecond, 
viz^  That  of  the  mixture  of  war  and  treaty. 

Among  the  gr«a^a|ld'manifeft  diyerfityof  feptiments  whicli 
prevailed  on  the  treafury^bench^  he  thoMght  he  could  difcern 
that  this  plan  had  been  the  moft  generally  adopted  by  minify 
ters,  or  by  thofe  who  aded  as  fucb.  That  no  lights  how- 
evet^  had  been  let  in  upon  the  partUulars  of  the  fcheme,  cx«* 
cept  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne.  It  was  ind^  very 
little,  and  that  little  very  fallacious/  One  wouM  te  inclined 
to  think  from  that  fpeech,  that  nothing  had  retarded  the  r6* 
floration  of  peace,  but  a  doubt,  whether  thofe  in  arma  might, 
upon  laying  them  down,  obuin  a  fpeedy  pardon*  However^ 
the  fad  was,  no  pardon  had  been  ever  applied  for.  If  nothing 
had  been  wanting  to  conclude  the  pea(ce  but  fuch  apower,  tho 
commander  in  chief  might  be  authorised  to  hold  out  mercy  to 
all  thofe  who  (hould  fubmit ;  and  then  there  would  be  no  need 
of  the  laborious,  expenfive,  uncertain,  and  dilatory  procefs 
of  a  commiffion. 

It  was  impoffible  to  pafs  by  the  very  exceptionable  man- 
ner in  which  this  power  of  pardoning  was  to  be  dele** 
gated  :  ^<  they  (hall  have  authority  (fays  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne)  to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons  or  indem- 
nities,  in  fuch  manner^  and  to  fuch  perfonsy  as  they  Jhall 
think  fit.**  Aihocking,  arbitrary  power,  not  to  hp  trufted 
to  anyperfons,  as  giving  encouragement  to  dangerous  par^ 
tialitiesy  and  tending  rather  to  diftra£t  than  to  quiet  the  coun- 
try. That  the  rule  of  pardon,  when  delegated  to  fubjeds, 
ought  not  to  be  their  pleafure  or  difpUafure^  but  the  com- 
pliance or  non-compliance  of  the  guilty,  with  certain  fixed 
sonditions.  That  fome  fuch  dtfcrecionary  pow^r  as  that 
mentioned  in  the  fpeech,  feems  to  be  given  already,  and  to 
have  produced  the  mifchiefs  which  might  be  expc<Stcd  from  it* 
For  that  general  Gage  had  already,  whether  by  himfelf,  or 
fcy  order  from  minifters,  made  a  very  indifcreet  ufe  of  it,  by 
offering  mercy  to  tho&  who  were  openly  in  arms,  and  actually 
befieging  him  in  his  flation,  and  excluding  from  mercy 
thofe  who  were  five  hundred  miles  from  him,*  and  then  fit- 
ting 

*  Mefirs.  Hancock  and  Adams,  who  were  excepted  in  the 
general  pardon  offered  by  general  Gnge  on  fubmiilion,  whilft 
Ward,  Pomain^  &c^  befieging  him,  weiejirc/ excepted* 
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tfng  in  tfi  aflbmbly  neyet  decltred  bjr  authorfty  to  be  illegal  i 
an  af&mbljTt  from  which  the  minifters  in  the  Hottfe  of  Com* 
mom  had  at  one  time  deelat^  they  were  not  wtthout  hopes  of 
propofaU,  which  might  lead  to  accomihodation.  On  this 
part  of  the  Tpeech  from  the  throne  he  animadverted  with  great 
feverity. 

He  fatd  he  underftood,  that  infteadof  the  Americane  wait- 
ing for  pardons,  they  were  to  be  perfuaded  by  negotiation  to 
accept  diem.  Therefore  it  would  be  neceflary  to  examine 
what  My  of  men  it  was  that  adminiftration  propofed  to 
negotiate  with^  and  what  the  $ljiiti  of  the  negotiation  wer« 
to  be. 

That  if  he  did  not  miftake  the  dtrcourfes  of  minifters^  they 
did  not  now  propofe  t»  negotiate  with  the  prefent,  or  with 
any  other  General  CiBgrefs  or  meeting,  but  with  the  femrmi 
mffemUiei  dtftindly.  In  this  fcheme,  he  faid,  they  Icnemr 
that  they  could  not  fuccM.  Becaufe  there  was  one  principal 
province,  thatof  MaiTachufet's  bay,  whofe  aflembly,  under  tlH^tr 
charter,  was  deftroyed  by  aft  of  Parliament.  That  no  aflemblir 
would  fit  in  that  province  under  the  new  conftitution  ;  becaufe 
if  itfliould,  the  inhabitants  muft,  as  a  preliminary,  yield  the 
principal  objeft  for  which  they  had  taken  up  arms;  and  thus 
turn  the  negotiation  againft  tbemfelves,  even  before  it  (hould 
be  opened.  That  this  province  was  theaftual  featof  vrar; 
as  its  fufFer iQgs  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  war  itfelf.  Treat/ 
snuft  therefore  ftumhle  upon  the  threshold. 

That  befides  this  objeftion,  (which  was  fundamental)  a  ne* 
gotiation  with  fo  many  provinces,  of  fuch  diilerent  confti^ 
tutions,  tempers,  and  opinions,  never  could  come  to  an 
end.  Ii\  the  mt^n  time  our  hoftile  operations  with  their 
whole  train  of  difafters,  accidents,  and  ruinous  expences, 
would  be  continued,  to  the  deftruftion  of  this  country  and  of 
that.  That  the  hope  of  £viding  the  colonies,  on  which  this 
pa^t  of  the  plan  was  founded,  and  which  was  even  avowed 
as  a  rcafon  for  adopting  it,  would  be  the  moft  unfortunate 
thin^  that  could  happen  ^  as  it  would  protraft  the  war,  and 
complicate  its  horrors  and  miferies,  without  a  poffibilicy  of 
ending  it.  It  was,  he  faid,  a  vain  imagination,  that  any  of 
the  colonies  would  take  up  arms  in  favour  of  miniftry,  for  the 
cxecutiorfof  any  of  their  plans ;  and  that  a  part  of  the  coloi 
nies  was  fufficient,  at  Icaft  to  keep  this  war  alive,  until  the 
interference  of  foreign  powers  ihould  render  it  utterly  de* 
ftru6live. 

That  with  regard  to  the  ohje£fs  of  the  treaty,— they  muft 
be  conceiSons  on  tl»e  iide  of  the  colonics ;  or  upon  ours ».  or 
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upon  both.  That  upon  their  fide  thev  muft  be  elthery^/ri^- 
Jativg  recognitions  of  rights  upon  as  targe  a  fcale  as  we  had 
claimed  them ;  and  this  it  was  abfolutely  certain  they^  never 
would  fubmit  to^  or  upon  a  leffer^  ixduding  taxaiiony  and  its 
confefuerices^  and  this  they  had  fubmitted  to  already  ;  fc^  that 
there  feemed  to  be  no  objeft  o/  the  fpeculative  kind,  which 
made  it  neceilary  to  poflpone  peace  by  a  protracted  negotia- 
tion. 

^  Thit  the  other  obje£l  of  treaty  might  be  a  pra^ical  recog- 
nition of  our  right  of  taxing  for  a  revenue;  that  this  revenue 
was  to  be  either  nominal  or  beneficial ;  if  only  nominal^  \t 
amounted  to  nothing  more  than  that  fpeculative  acknowledg- 
ment of  right,  which  we  knew  ihey  would  for  ever  refufe  to  - 
make.  If  bituficial  and  produ<flive,  it  was  to  be  either  by 
fubmitting  to  lord  North's  propofition,  namely, ,  that  o^ 
forcing  them  to  furnifli  a  contingent  by  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment i  or  according  to  their  ancient  mode,  by  a  v$luntary 
grant  of  their  own  aUemblics. 

If  the  former,  we  know,  faid  he,  they  have  already  rejeaed 
that  propofition  ;  and  never  can  Tubmit  to  it,  without  abandon- 
ing that  point,  for  the  maintenance  of  which  they  have  rifked 
their  all.  If  it  only  requires,  that  they  fhould  refort  to  their 
ancient  mode  of  granting  by  their  affemblies,  they  have  de* 
dared  again  and  again,  from  the  beginning  of  this  conteft  to 
the  end,  that  they  were  willing  to  contribute  according  to 
their  ability,  as  ejiimaied  by  themfehes^  who  were  th6  beft 
judges  of  what  their  ability  was.  That  ability  would  be  lef- 
fened,  if  not  totally  be  deftroyed,  by  the  continuance  of  thofe 
troubles.  This  arpned  negotiation  for  taxes  would  therefore 
inevitably  defeat  its  own  purpofes ;  and  prevent  for  ever  the 
poiSbility  of  raifmg  any  revenue,  either  by  our  authority^ 
or  by  that  of  their  own  aflemblles. 

'liiat  if  the  minifters  treated  for  a  revenue,  or  for  any  other 
purpofe,  they  had  but  two  fccurities  for  the  performance  of 
the  terms:  either  the  fame  force  which  compelled  thefe 
terms  J  or  the  honour,  fincerity,  and  good  inclination  of  the 
people.  If  they  could  truft  the  people  to  keep  the  terms 
without  force,  they  might  truft  them  to  make  them  without 
force.  If  nothing  but  force  could  hold  them,  and  that  they 
meant  nothing  but  independencyy  as  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
aflcrted,  then  the  Houfe  was  to  confider  how  a  ftanding  army 
of  26,000 men,  and  70  fliips  of  war,  could  beconftantly  kept 
up  in  America.  A  people  meaning  independency,  will  not  mean 
it  thelcfs,  becaufe  they  have,  to  avoid  a  prcfent  inconve- 
nience, fubmitted  to  treaty.    That  after  air  our  ftruggles. 

Vol. Ill,  '.   B  b  our 
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our  hotJ  on  America,  is,  atid  nftuft  be,  her  gobd  mdination^ 
If  this  fsiiU,  iill  fails ;  and  we  had  better  tnsft  to  the  h<H> 
nefty  gf  tbe  colonies,  before  we  had  ruined  ourielves,  thmn 
iifur ;  before  we  had  iVritated  them,  than  after  we  had 
alienated  their  aiFeAions  for  ever. 

That  the  troops  fcnt  for  the  purpofe  tf  fffftoarJhf^  wt>tiM 
cfertainly  tf/tpidi  the  negotiation.  That  it  wa^  i mpoflible 
the  provincials  could  be  mad  enough  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
whilft  a  great  advcrfe  military  power  rcmainW  in  their  coun* 
try,  without  any  aflurance  whatfoever  of  their  obtaining  any 
6ne  of  the  points  for  which  they  had  contended.  This  wouM 
not  be  to  negociate,  but  to  furrendcr  at  difcretion.  All  the 
grievances  they  had  complaineid  of,  were  contained  m  zEts 
of  Parliament.  Lord  North  had  declared  very  truly,  that 
nobody  could  have  power  to  negociate  for  tbe  repeal  of  an 
.  aft  of  Parliament. 

But  if  the  colonies  (hould  incline  to  put  any  confidence  in  the 
ieruiin  influence  of  miniftry  over  Parliament,  even  that  grand 
confidence  muft  fail  them  \  as  they  cannot  tell  whether  the 
fame  minifters  will  continue  in  power  ;  and  that  even  at  this 
very  time  no  two  perfons  upon  tbe  trcafury-bench  were  of 
tlie  fame  opinion,  on  theconduft  to  be  held  towards  America. 
Which  of  thofe  opinions  would  finally  prevail,  no  man  living 
could  divine.  That  this  uncertainty  might  continue  the 
armed  negociatiOn  for  feveral  years,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  both 
countries. 

He  gave  many  other  equally  ftrong  reafons  againft  this 
fchcme;  and  concluded  this  part  of  hisVpeech,  by  obferving^ 
that  although  the  mixed  plan  of  war  and  negotiation  could 
anfwer  no  good  end  in  future^  it  might  have  a  ntrojpe^ivt 
operation, — to  juftify  the  itiinitters  in  the  ufe  of  their  forcible 
proceedings.  For  fora  and  conceffion  going  out  together, 
if  peace  {houiJ  be  the  refult,  minlllers  would  attribute  the 
fuccefsy  not  to  the  conujfion^  but  to  the  Urcty  So  that  all 
this  delay,  btoodfhed,  and  cxpence,  was  mcurred  merdy  to 
furnifti  miniflers  with  an  excufe  in  debate. 

After  going  through  the  two  firft  plans,  he  fpoke  to  the 
third  (his  own)  that  of  a  concejjion  previous  to  treaty. 

He  obfcrved,  that  as  he  put  no  great  truft  in  any  negotia- 
tion, and  none  at  all  in  an  ^;»^i  negotiation,  his  idea  was, 
to  have  very  I iule  treaty  ;  and  that  little  as  Ihort  as  poffible. 
The  Houfe  was  therefore  at  that  time,  to  judge,  whether  it 
was  neceflary  to  make  any  conccflion  to  the  colonies  :  if  it 
fhould  appear  to  them  that  fuch  conceffion  was  necef&ry,  he 
was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  they  ought  to  make  it  tmme- 
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diateJy,  a/jd  of  their  owh  free  grace.  This  he  thought  of 
more  dignity  Mrith  regard  to  themfelves,  and  of  much  mortt 
efficacy  with  regard  to  the  qutet  of  the  colonies,  than  the 
amcelJS^n  upcn  treaty  which  had  been  propofed. 

He  faid,  that  the  iirft  ground  of  treaty  muft  ha  emfidenci ; 
and  that  the  colonies  never  could  confide  for  the  efiedof  apy 
conceiiioajas  be  had  fhewn  in  examining  the  foregoing  plan) 
in  a  lefs  aflurance  than  that  of  Parliament  itfelf. 

He  then  (hewed,  by  a  variety  of  inftanees,  colleded  from 
the  public  proceedings  during  thelaft  ten  years,  how  necef^* 
fary  it  was  that  government  mould  be  aided  by  Parliament  in 
re-eftablifhing  that  confidence  which  had  Usen  fbaken  by 
thofe  proceedings,  and  that  fome  firm  ground  (houkl  be  laid  as 
a  foundation  for  future  peace. 

He  was  of  opinion,  that  this  foundation  of  confidence  was 
Wcome  the  more  neceflary,  from  the  conftitution  of  the  pre^ 
fent  miniftry.  That  in  no  time  or  country,  or  under  any 
form  of  government,  was  the  power  of  minifters  fufFered  to 
furvive  the  fuccefs  of  their  counfels ;  or  th^  fame  men  permitted 
to  inflame  a  dependent  people  to  arms,  and  then  to  appeafe 
them  by  conceffions.  That  the  duke  of  Alva  would  be  ^a 
ftrange  plenipotentiary  to  have  fent,  for  making  the  con^ 
ceflions,  which  king  Philip  the  Second  propo^  to  the 
Netherlands.  In  concefSon,  the  credit  of  a  ftate  is  faved  by 
the  difgrace  of  a  minifter;  becaufe  it  is  his  irw;7/2'/ alone  that 
is  difcredited.  But  wfien  the  very  fame  minifters  do  and  undo, 
in  cOnfeq  uence  of  the  refiftance  they  meet,  it  is  the  natian  itfelf 
that  fubmits,  Beiides,  he  alledged  that  all  treaty  is  more  eafy, 
and  fewer  conceHions  are  required  by  all  men,  when  they  have 
a  confidence  in  thofe  they  treat  with. 

He  was  convinced,  that  the  mere  removal  of  the  oflenilve 
ads  would  have  given  fatisfadion  in  former  times,  and 
from  amicable  hands.  But  now  things  are  on  another 
footing;  and  if  more  conceflion  is  required,  it  is  becaufe. 
injudicious  coercion  has  made  it  neceflary.  That  he  had 
always  wiflied  to  preferve  the  legiflative  power  of  this  king* 
dom  entire  in  cvtxj  thin^ ;  and  that  it  was  with  ^reac 
grief  he  law,  that  e^en  an  odbus  and  Scarcely  ever  to  be  exer- 
cifed  part  of  it,  was  to  be  abandoned.  But  when  the  maxims 
of  public  councils  ;ire  Jiot  fleady,  it  is  neceflary  that  laws 
fliould  fupply  the  want-of  prudence.  That  it  was  thus,  and 
forthis  reafoos  that  limits  had  been  fet  to  afafolute  power  in 
«ll  <3i»uiitries ;  and  that  power  (thou^  hot  abfolute)  had Jj^ete 
prefiorvod^  09t  dfiftfimd  i>y  fuch  iimiMions.  ^ 
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That  we  were  now  in  a  quaml;  and  in  putting  an  end  to 
any  quarrel,  it  is  neceflfary  to  look  to  its  origin ;  that  the 
origin  of  this'prefent  difference  had  evidently  been  upon  the 
fubjed  o{  taxation.  That  an  arrangement  of  this  queftion,  either 
by  Enforcement  or  conceffion,  was  a  preliminary  eficntial  to 
peace.  That  the  Houfe  ought  to  cftimate  the  full  value  of 
the  objed  to  be  conceded,  before  they  agree  to  give  it  up. 
If  they  were  of  opinion,  that  the  taxation  of  America  could 
repay  them  their  cxpences,  or  compenfate  their  Vifks,  they 
ought  to  purfue  it.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  evident  be^ 
yond  all  contradidion,  and  fo  evident  as  to  force  reiterated  ac- 
knowledgments, that  they  never  could  enjoy  a  moment's  quiet 
US  long  as  that  matter  of  contention  continued--*-it  was  then 
altogether  as  eflential  to  the  prefervation  of  their  own  autho* 
rity  in  all  other  points,  as  to  the  liberty  of  America  and  the 
quiet  of  the  whole  empire,  to  give  it  up,  with  fucb  limita-* 
tions  in  the  conceffion,  as  the  rights  of  fovereignty  required. 

That  theParliamentof  Great  Britain  werenot  t\iQreprefinta^ 
tiviy  but  (as  Lord  John  Cavendifli  had  faid,  fome  days  before, 
with  great  truth  and  propriety)  the/overeign  of  America.  That 
the  fovereignty  was  not  in  its  nature  an  idea  of  abftrad  unity  ; 
but  was  capable  of  great  complexity  and  infinite  modifications, 
according  to  the  temper  of  thofe  who  are  to  be  governed,  and  to 
the  circumftances  of  things ;  which  being  infinitely  diverii- 
Aed,  government  ought  to  be  adapted  to  them,  ana  to  con-r 
form  itfeif  to  the  nature  of  things,  and  not  to  endeavour  to 
force  them.  That  although  taxation  was  inherent  in  the 
fupnftH power  of  fociety,  taken  as  an  aggregdti^  it  did  not 
follow  that  it  muft  refide  in  zny  particular  power  in  that  fo«- 
ciety.  That  in  the  fociety  of  England,  for  inftance,  the 
King  is  the  fovereign ;  but  the  power  of  the  purfe  is  hot  in 
his  hand^ ;  and  this  does  not  derogate  from  his  power  in  thofe 
things,  in  which  our  conftitution  has  attributed  power  to 
him.  If  Parliament  be  the  fovereign  power  of  America, 
Parliament  may,  by  its  own  ad,  for  wife  purpofes,  put  the 
local  power  of  the  purfe  into  other  hands  than  its  own,  with«> 
outdifclaiming  itsjuft  prerogative  in  other  particulars. 

That  formerly,  whatever  their  right  might  be  to  it,  the 
Kings  of  England  were  in  the  prafticc  of  levying  taxes  by  their 
own  authority,  upon  the  people  of  England  ;  they  contend-^ 
ed  that  the  crown,  being  charged  with  the  public  defence 
mufl  be  iumiihed  alfo  witli  the  means  of  providing  for  it. 
That  it  yirould  be  abfurd  to  commit  a  trufb  mto  the  hands  of 
one  perfon^  and  to  \c^ye  the  power  of  e^ecutin^  it  to  depend 
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upon  the  will  of  another.  They  therefore  held,  that  this 
power  was  infeparablc  from  die  crown ;  and  in  general  thcjr 
made  ufc  of  the  very  arguments  in  favour  of  the  King's  inde- 
fcafible  right  to  tax  the  people  of  England,  that  arc  now  ufed 
by  the  Parliament  of  England,  to  tax  the  people  of  America* 
Notwitlifianding  all  tliefe  arguments,  one  of  the  greateft  of 
our  Kings,  by  an  exprefs  and  pofitive  aA,  cutoff  from  the  So- 
vereign power  this  right  of  taxing. 

This  aft  which  has  been  the  foundation  of  die  unity  and 
happinefs  of  England  fince  that  time ;  that  is,  d.i  ftat,  ^5 
Edward  I.  called  Statutum  de  tallagio  mn  cQncedendOj  Mr. 
Burke  made  his  pattern ;  and  from  tbence  (if  his  plan  (hould 
be  adopted)  he  hoped  the  fame  good  effefts  in  future.  That 
this  pattern  ftatute  was  abfblutely  filent  about  the  right ;  but 
confined  itfelf  to  giving  fatisfaftion  in  future ;  and  that  it 
laid  down  no  general  principles  which  might  tend  to  a:ffefi:  the 
royal  prerogative .  in  other  particulars.  That  in  all  human 
probability  the  prefcrvation  of  the  other  branches  of  the  pre- 
rogative was  owing  to  the  clear  and  abiblute  furrender  of  this. 
("  He  then  moved  that  the  ftatute  de  tallagio  non  concedtnda 
mieht  be  read.") 

He  obferved,  that  this  ftatute  confifted  of  three  capital 
parts;  a  renounciation. of  taxing,— a  repeal  of  all  ftatutes 
which  had  been  made  upon  a  contrary  principle,— and  a  ge- 
neral pardon.— -iJ?  then  'read  bis  own  bill,  and  (hewed  its 
conformity  to  the  fpirit  of  that  aft,  fuppofing  Great-Britain 
to  Hand  in  the  place  of  the  Sovereign,  and  America  in  that  of 
the  fubjefi.  That,  the  circumftanccs.are  not  indeed  in  every 
refpeft  exa£ily  parallel,  but  that  they  are  fuflicicntly  fo  to  jul-^ 
tify,  his  following  an  example  that  gave  fatisfaftion  and  fecu* 
rity  on  the  fubje£t  of  taxes,  and  left  all  other  ri^ts  and  powers 
whatfoever  exaftly  upon  the  bottom  on  which  diey  flood  before 
that  arrangement  had  been  made. 

He  then  gave  his  reafons  for  not  adopting  the  methods, 
which  (though  notpropofed  in  theHoufe)  had  been  frequent- 
ly fuggefted  in  converfation  by  feveral  friends  and  well  with- 
ers of  America. 

And  firft  he  mentioned  the  propofal  for  repealing  the  dc^ 
jlaratwj  a^  of  1766.  On  this  occafion  he  entered  into  the 
Jiiftory  of  that  aft,  the  reafons  for  making  of  it ;  and  tlie 
pcrf«^  acquiefcence  of  the  colonies  under  it ;  until  by  the  re- 
newal of  the  fcheme  of  aftual  taxation  their  apprehenfions 
t^ere  roufed,  and  they  were  taught  to  look  with  fufpicion  and 
terror  upon  tbf  unlioiited  po\verj.of  Britiih  legiflature.  Tha; 
*  die 
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the  repeal  of  a  declaratory  z6t  was  a  thing  impoffible  ;  for  it* 
was  nothing  lefs,  than  to  make  legiflature  accufe  itfelf  of  ut- 
tering propoiitions  that  were  falfe,  and  making  claims  that 
were  groundiefs.  That  the  difgrace  of  an  Engliih  Parliament 
could  add  nothing  to  the  fecurity  of  American  liberty,-— That 
on  the  contrary  our  inconftancy  would  become  a  bad  eround 
of  truft.— That  the  declaratory  aft  had  been  mifrepre^nted, 
as  if  it  had  been  the  caufe  of  the  taxation ;  whereas  the  grand 
{cheme  of  taxation  had  preceded  the  declaratory  aft,  ar^  not 
been  the  confequence  of  it.^«-That  the  aft  has  faid  nothing  in 
particular  ot  taxation,  but  is  an  affirmation  of  the  umver^ 
fality  of  die  le^iilative  power  of  Great^Britaia  over  the  colo* 
nies.^--That  if  this  aft  were  repealed,  it  would  be  a  dtmed  of 
legiflative  power,  at  extenfive  as  die  e^mation  of  it  in  die  ad; 
fo  repealed.-— That  he  was  averie  to  doing  any  thii^  upon 
fpeculadons  of  right.  Becauie  when  Parliament  made  a  fo^ 
Jitive  conceilion,  the  bounds  of  it  were  clear  and  precife ;  but 
when  they  made  a  conceffion  founded  in  theory  and  ahjhra3. 
principles^  the  confequences  of  thofe  principles  were  things 
out  of  the  power  of  any  legiflature  to  limit.  That  this  bill 
gave  as  efFeftual  a  fecurity  againft  future  taxadon  as  any 
declaration  of  right  could  poffibly  do ;  and  that  it  pot  Ame- 
rican liberty  in  that  point  upon  juft  as  good  a  footing  as 
Englifti  liberty  itfclf. 

He  nextconfidercd  the  propofidon  for  repealii^  all  the  a£ts 
fince  1 763.  This  he  fliewed  to  be  impoffible,  wimout  ruining 
the  whole  fyftem  of  the  trade  laws,  and  fome  of  thofe  laws  alfo, 
which  are  extremely  beneficial  to  America.  That  all  the  laws 
which  leaned  upon  the  colonies,  and  were  the  caufe  or  con- 
fequence of  our  quarrel,  were  to  be  repealed  in  this  bill, 
which  made  provifion  likewife  for  authorifing  fuch  a  nego- 
tiation as  might  tend  to  the  fettlement  of  all  thofe  leflcr 
matters  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  parties.  That  the 
congrefs  did  not  require  this  fweeping  repeal  k%  a  preliminary 
to  peace;  but  that  even  if  it  had,  he  was  for  treating  of  peace 
with  and  nuking  conceffions  to  the  colonies,  and  not  receiving 
laws  from  them.  That  he  did  not  conceive,  chat  when  men 
come  to  treat  of  peace  dicy  muft  of  courfe  perfcvere  in  de- 
manding every  thmg  which  they  claimed  in  the  height  of 
the  Quarrel.  That  the' caufe  of  the  quarrel  was  taxadon; 
that  being  removed,  the  reft  would  not  be  difficult.  For  he 
denied  that  the  deAre  of  abfolute  independency^  was  or  could 
be  general  in  the  colonies.  It  was  fo  contrary  to  their  clearcft 
intciefts,  provided  dieir  liberties  were  prcferved,  that  fo  far 
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from  difedietiiig  Aem,  wirea  they  denied  fiich  a.de&n>  be 
couid  fcsFoely  credit  diem  if  they  ihould  aflen;  it.  He  tketi 
ftated  five  or  £x  capital  hSts^  to  prove  tliat  iadependency, 
neidier  wat  or  coiald  be  their  objeft* 

He  ikid  lie  was  confident^  both  from  the  na^re  of  the 
thing,  and  fiom  infbnaadcn  which  did  not  life  to  fail  him, 
that  this  bill  would  reftore  immediate  peac^ ;  and  as  much 
obedience  as  could  be  expefted  after  fo  mide  a  ihock  had  been 
given  to  government,  and  after  fo  long  a  contiftuaAce  of  pviblic 
difbrbances.  That  in  this  bill,  aba&»was  laid  for  fudifatis- 
fadion  in  the  minds  of  allfcber  people  in  America^  as  wovild 
enable  gover^ament  to  fix  and  fettle,  if  commoa  prudence 
were  employed  in  its  future  conftruftion  and  managemeat. 
That  in  the  firft  operation  it  would  be  the  true  means  of  divide 
ing  America.  Not  the  dangerous  and  fallacious  method  of 
dividing  which  had  been  propofed,  and  from  which  nothing 
but  confufion  could  gfow ;  not  the  divifion  of  province  from 
prbviAQe^  or  the  rich  from  the  p6or ;  or  the  landed  from  the 
trading  intereft  ;  but  the  divifion  of  the  peaceable  from  the 
fadious;- the  quiet  from  the  ambitious  ;  the  friends. to  the 
unity  of  the  empire,  from  the  projectors  of  independence. 
Thatthis  would  put  the  ftandard  of  American  liberty  into 
the  hands  of  the  friends  to  BritUh  govemmbnt ;  and  when 
this  was  done,  there  was  no  doubt,  but  that  a  fenfe  of  intereft, 
tiataral  affeftion,  the  di^ad  of  the  horrors  of  war,  and  even 
the  love  of  freedom  itfelf,  better  fecured  by  fuch  an  ad,  than 
by  any  fchemes  of  hazardous  fpeculation,  would  leave  the 
really  fa£lious  very  fetv  followers  or  companions.  * 

He  then  ftrongly  urced  the  neceffity  of  granting  peace  to 
cur  colonies  on  terms  o?  freedom;  dilated  largely  on  the  un- 
certainty (to  fay  no  woxfe)  of  obtaining  it  upon  any  other  ; 
and  the  utter  impoffibility  of  preferving  it  in  future,  without 
fctting  the  minds  of  the  people  at  reft.  He  dwelt  largely  on 
the  mrfdiiefe  Which  we  muft  ftiffcr  by  the  continuance  of  this 
quarrel.  He  refted  little  on  the  confidcradon  of  trade  and 
revenue ;  he  put  that  out  of  the  (jueftion,  as  a  matter  that 
would  require  a  lat]gc  difcuffion  by  itfelf;  but  chiefly  aimed 
at  Ihevving,  that  in  the  progrefs  oi  this  bufinefs  new  powers 
muft  be  daily  added  to  the  crown ;  fo  that  in  feeking  to  de- 
ftroy  the  freedom  of  others  we  mav  fail  to  obtain  what  we 
puribe,  and  in  the  purfuit  may  lofe  our  own  liberty. '  On 
this  head  he  dwelt  very  largely,  and  concluded  the  whole 
with  a  warm  and  earneft  addrefs  to  the  confciences.  of  the 
members,  and  an  exhortation  not  to  truft  to  general  good 
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Sntention  and  to  an  opinion,  that  what  thej  were  doing  was 
for  thtfupport  of  government y  when  it  was  for  from  evident, 
thftt  under  the  name  of  government,  it  was  not  the  ambition^ 
the  intercft,  the  ignorance  and  obftinacy  of  particular  men 
'Aat  they  were  fupporting ;  that  they  were  boimd  not  to  give 
•confidence,  where  rational  grounds  of  confidence  did  not  ap-*' 
pear ;  and  that  anarchy  inftead  of  government  and  civil  con* 
fufion  inftead  of  peace  and  obedience  would  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  an  encouragement  ^venby  that  Houfe  to  a  blind 
perfeverance  in  meamres,  wmch  were  not  conceived  with 
wifdom,  or  conduced  with  ability. 

He  moved,  **  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  com* 
fofing  the  prefent  troubles  y  and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  bis  Afa* 
Jefifs  fub/effs  in  America.* 

Tbi  following  is  a  copy  of  the  hilU 

WHEREAS,  by  the  bleffing  of  Almiehty  God,  and  the  in- 
duftry,  enterprise  and  courage  of  feveralot  the  people  of  this 
italm,  extenfiveand  valuable  territories  have  been  acquired  in 
America  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  which  are  now  in- 
habited by  great  multitudes  of  his  Majefty's*  fubjeds,  who 
have  cultivated  and  improved  the  fame  for  the  moft  part  at 
their  own  charges,  to  the  great  encreafe  of  the  commerce  and 
naval  flrength  of  this  kingdom,  and  have  alfo,  of  their  own 
free  gift,  made  provifion  fo«  the  fupport  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment within  their  faid  plantations,  have  maintained  many  ex- 
penfive  wars  againfl:  the  Indian  nations,  and  have  at  fundry 
times  granted  large  fums  of  money,  and  other  v^ry  confidera- 
ble  aids  to  his  Majefty,  and  his  royal  predeceiTors,  to  fupport 
them  againft  the  enemies  of  this  kingdom,  notwithftanding 
,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  colonies  have  been  made 
liable  to  feveral  taxes  given  and  granted  in  Parnament,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raifmg  a  revenue,  when  they  have  had  no  knights 
or  burgeflcs,  or  others  of  their  own  chufmg,  to  reprefent 
them  in  Parliament ;  and  from  the  great  diflance  of  the  faid 
colonies  from  this  land,  and  other  impediments,  are  not  able 
conveniently  to  fend  reprefentativcs  to  the  faid  Parliament, 
whereby  the  faid  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  colonies  have  con- 
ceived themfelves  to  be  much  aggrieved,  and  thereby  great 
troubles  have  arifen,  and  are  likely  to  continue,  if  a  fitting 
remedy  be  not  provided.  Wherefore,  we  pray  your  Majcfty 
that  it  may  be  enaded  and  declared,  and  it  is  hereby  ena£ted 
4nd  declared^  by,  &c,  &c«  &c. 
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That  no  aid,  fubfidy,  tax,  duty,  loan,  benevolence,  or 
any  o^er  burtben  or  iqn(poCtion  whatfQever,  fhall  be  grsmted, 
laid,  ifTefled,  levied,  or  coUe^ed  upon  the  inl^abitant^  of  any 
colony  or  planution  ija  America,  by  the  authority,  or  in 
virtue  of  apy^  of  Padiaoient,  or  in  any  other  ixianx)ejr»  or 
by  any  pther  authority^  than  the  voluiitary  grant  of  the  gene- 
ral adembly,  or  general  court  of  each  colony  or  plantation, 
and  which  fball  be  ailentedto  by  his  Majefly's  governor,  and 
qtherwife  confirmed  according  to  the  ulage  of  each  province 
refpeAlyely,  any  law,  ftatute,  -cuftom,  right,  j^erogative^ 
or  any  o.ther  matter  whatfoever  to  the  cqntrary  notwitkftand- 
ihg.  Saving  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  bis 
right  of  reserving  and  coUeding  quit-rents,  and  other  bis 
aotient  dues  and  revenues,  and  aJl  other  d\ities  and  taxes  by 
this  aA  not  repealed,  and  faving  and  re(erying  to  all  pro<* 
prietories  and  charter-companies,  their  antient  rights,  pri- 
vilegesj  and  poiTeffions. 

Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  zSt  (hall  extend,  or 
be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  reft  rain  the  future  impofition,  and 
levy  of  duties  and  taxes  for  the  regulation  of  trade  and  com- 
merce in  all  the  dominions,  to  the  imperial  crown  of  this 
realm  belonging. 

And  in  order  to  remove  all  doubt  and  uneaiineis  from  the 
minds  of  hisM^yefty's  fubje&s  in  the  colonies,  it  is  hereby 
further  enafied,  that  if  any  ad  of  Parliament  fliall  be  here- 
after made  for  the  purpofe  of  fuch  regulation  or  trade,  the  pro-  , 
duce  of  the  duties  thereby  laid,  fhall  beheld  by  the  collefiors^ 
or  receivers  of  his  Majefty's  cuftoms,  for  the  difpofal  of  the 
general  aflfcmblies,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  levied  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  feveral  general  aflemblies  in  the  faid  colonies. 

And  whereas,  during  thefe  troubles,  the  afTemblies^  or  in- 
habitants of  the  faid  colonies,  have  formed  a  general  meetings 
which  faid  cneeting  was  not  authorifed  by  law  to  make  any 
order  or  jrefqlution,  or  to  do  any  other  a£l  of  force,  to  bind 
hisMajefly's  fubjefis.  And  whereas  it  may  be  neceflarv, 
that  the  faid  colonies  fhould  have  authority  to  do  certain  aas 
by  common  qonfent,  which  ihould  conclude  the  whole  body 
of  the  faid  colonies.  JSe  it  therefore  enaded,  that  it  (hall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs, 
to  fiive  authority  to  his  governor!  in  America,  to  require  the 
fs^id  feveral  aflfemblies  to  fend  deputies  to  a  general  meeting, 
with  full  powers  to  bind  their  laid  feveral  provinces,  to  Si 
z&s  dope  by  a  majority  of  voices  in  the  faid  general  meetings 
which  minting,  and  t^epowers  thereof^  iball  ceafie  and  deter* 
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mine  on  .—  —  —  .*—  —  —  —  if  not  further  continacd  by 
Parliament. 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  oF  the  late  troubles  feveral 
ads  of  Parliament  have  been  made  for  the  purpofe  of  coercing 
and  reftraining  the  colonies,  of  which  an  advantage  has  been 
taken  to  reprefenf  the  fame,  as  if  a  defign  had  been  formed  to 
deprive  the  people  of  the  faid  colonies  of  fevcral  rights,  bene- 
fits, and  advantages  of  nature,  and  of  the  Britifh  conftitution, 
which  hath  greatly  encreafed  the  difcontents  of  the  colonies, 
and  fomented  the  troubles  in  America.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  quiet  the  minds  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeAs  in  America,  and 
to  reclaim  the  difobedicnt  by  that  lenity,  which  ought  to 
have  the  ftrongcft  operation  on  the  minds  of  free  fubjefls, 
be  it  ena£ted,  that  an  z&  made  in  the  feventh  year  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  intituled  ^  An  2tA  for  granting  certain  du- 
ties in  the  6riti{h  colonies  and  plantations  in  America,  for 
allowing  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  cuftoms  upon  the  ex- 
portation from. this  kingdom,  of  cofTee  and  cocoa  mjts,.  of 
the  produce  of  the  faid  colonies  or  planutions  ^  for  difcon- 
tinuing  the  drawbacks,  payable  on  China  earthen  ware,  ex- 
ported to  America  ;  and  for  more  eiFeftually  preventing  the 
chndeftine  running  of  goods  in  faid  colonies  and  planta- 
tions.*' Alfo  one  other  ad,  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intituled  **  An  ad  todifcon- 
tinue  in  fuch  manner,  and  for  fuch  time,  as  are  therein  men- 
tioned, the  landing  and  difcharging,  lading  or  jQifpping,  of 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  at  the  town,  and  within 
the  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of  Maffachufet's  bay, 
in  North  America.'*  Alfo  one  other  ad,  made  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  intiruled  **  An  ad  for 
the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  rn  cafes  of  perfons 
queftioned  for  any  ads  done  by  them  in  the  execution  of  the 
law,  or  for  the  fuppreilion  of  riots  and  tumults  in  the  province 
of  MatTachufet's  Bay,  in  New  England."  Alfo,  one  other 
ad  made  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty, intitu?ed-**  An  ad  for  the  better  regulating  the  go- 
vernment of  the  province  of  the  Maflachufet's  Bay,  in  New 
England,**  be  hereby  fcvcrally  and  refpedively  repealed. 

And  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty  taking  into-  his  gra- 
cious confideration,  the  great  troubles,  difcords,  and  wars,  that 
have  of  late  been  in  fome  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  in  America, 
and  that  divers  of  his  fubjeds  are,  by  occafion  thereof,  and 
otherwife,  fallen  into,  and  be  obnoxious  to  great  pains  and 
penalties,  out  of  a  hearty  and  pious  deflre  to  put  an  end  to  all 
fuits  anc(  controverfies,  diat  by  occafion  of  the  late  diftradions 
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m  AVnerici,  have  arifen,  or  may  arifc,  between  his  Ail^eflt ; 
and  to  tha  intent,  that  no  crime  wfaatfoever,  committed' 
againfthrs  Majefty,  (ha]l  hereafter  rife  in  judgment,  or  be 
brought  in  queition,  againft  any  of  them,  to  the  leaft  en- 
damagement of  them,  either  in  their  lives,  liberties,  or 
rftates,  6rto  the  prejudice  of  their  reputations  ;  and  to  fou^y 
all  feeds  of  future  difcords  and  remembrance  of  the  former, 
as  well  in  his  own  breaft,  as  in  the*breaftsof  his  fubjecSs,  ohe 
towards  another ;  is  gracioufly  pleafed,  that  it  may  be  enadted, 
and  be  it  enaded,  &c.  &c.  "    '  '*^' 

That  all  and  all  manner  of  treafons,  mtfprtfions  of  treafonsi 
murders,  felonies,  piFcnces,  crimes,  contempts,  and  mifde- 
-ftieanors,  counfelted,  commanded,  a£ted  or  done  fmce  t)ie  . 
—  ——  —  —  by  any  perfon  or  perfons  in  Ame- 
rica, before  the  — — .  ».  —  .«i  -i-i  by  virtue,  or 
colour  of  any  command,  power,  authority,  commiffioa,  war.- 
rtnt  or  inftrudion  from  his  Majefty,  or  from  any  other  per- 
fon or  perfons,  deriving  or  pretending  to  derive  authority, 
mediately  or  immediately,  from  his  Majefty,  or  of  or  from 
any  aflenibly,  council,  g^eral  court,  convention,  congrefs^,  or 
meeting,  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  in  America,  called 
or  reputed,  or  taking  on  them  the  name  of  the  aflcmbly, 
council,  or  general  court,  of  any  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  rn 
America,  ot  of  a  general  congrefs,  or  provincial  congrefs*; 
or  any  other  name  or  ftyle  whatfoever,  or  by  virtue  or  colour 
of  any  writ,  commiflion,  or  inftru£lions  of  or  from  any  per- 
fon or  perfons,  reputed,  or  taken  to  be,  or  claiming  or  ex- 
ercifing  the  power  of  commander  in  chief  of  the  continental 
army  in  America,  or  of  any  provincial  army,  or  commander 
of  any  army,  or  body  of  troops  whatfoever,  within  any  of 
his  Majefty's  colonies  in  America,  by  fea  or  land,  or  of  any 
magiftrate  or  officer,  within  any  of  the  faid  colonies,  or  by 
any  pretence,  warrant,  or  command  whatfoever,  from  them, 
or  any  of  them,  or  their,  or  any  of  their  refpeftive  counfel  or 
counfeis,  or  any  member  of  fuch  counfel  or  counfels,  or  front 
any  perfon  or  perfons  wfaatfoever,  deriving,  or  pretending  to 
derive  authority  from  them,  or  any  of  them,  be  pardoned^  re* 
leafed,  indemnified,  difcharged,  and  put  in  utter  oblivion. 

And  that  all  and  every  the  perfon  and  perforrs,  a6)ing,  ad- 
vifing,'  affifting,  abetting,  and  counfelling  the  fame,  they, 
their  heirs,  executors,  and  adminiftrators,  be,  and  are  here- 
by pardoned,  releafed,  acquitted,  indemnified,  and  difcharged 
from  the  fame;  and  of  and  from  all  painsi  of  death,  and  other 
pains,  judgments^  indidments,  informations,  convi£tion$, 
attainder^,   outlawries,  penalties,    efcheats,  and  forfeitures, 
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and  every  of  them,' and  all  grants  thereupon  made,  and  all 

eftaies  derived  under  the  fame^  be  aiid  are  l^ereby  declared  aad 

f  na£led  to  be,  from  henceforth  null  ancf  void  $  extinguUhiag 

all  a^lions,  fuits,  demands,  and  profecuttons,  civil,  or  cri- 

minaJ,  public  of  private,  except  for  tlie  reftoration  of  ftich 

cffates^  as  have  been,  or  fliall  be,  feized  from  the  ownen, 

during  the  troubles  ^  and  for  rcftoring  to  the  faid  owneis  the 

mean  profits  of  the  fame.    Provided,   that  arms  not  taken  up 

by  his  Majefiy's  authority,  {hall  belaid  down  by  our  ful^efib 

'  in  the  faid  provinces,  within  — . 

Hon,R.B.     i  he  hon.  R,  B.  Walfmgham  feconded  Mr.  Burke'i  mo- 

^*i%***tion. 

Rt.Hon.  Right  hon,  Welbore  Ellis  replied  to  Mr.Burk^j  anj  ad- 
Pf^eihft  SI'  ded,  that  the  greater  difpofition  Great  Britain  fhewedtowacd^ 
'"'  conciliation,   the  more  obflihate,  rebellious^  and  infokat 

America  would  become^ 
Sir  Gesrge       $ir  Geargi  Savilt^  in  fupport  of  the  motion,  which  not 
Ssviicf       only  involved  in  it  the  liberties  of  America^  but  even  thofe  of 
Great-Briuin ;  for  he  faid  it  would  be  the  height  of  credulity 
and  madnefs  toexpedl  that  Britain  could  long  retain  her  con* 
ftrtution  inviolate,  if  America  were  reduced  to  a  fbte  of  uncoA- 
ftitutional  fubjedicin. ,  1  he  minifters  have  often  faid,   they 
do  not  know  what  America  wants,  for  that  flie  is  every  day 
rifing  in  hpr  demands.,     He  could  very  eaftly  imagine  the  lead* 
ing  people  of  America,-  the  congrefs,-  to  be  like  the  miniftry, 
A  number  of  men  perhaps  not  thoroughly  united.     We  have 
the  noble  lord  [.lord  North]  whg  is  one  day  for  c<uiciItE«» 
tion  i  but  as  fpon  as  the  firft  word  is  o'ut,  he  is  checked  and  . 
controuled,  and  inftead  of  conciliation,  out  comes  con fuikm. 
Peclared,   upon  his  word,  the   noble  lord's   charader  and 
franknefs  ought  not  to  be  fo  treated.     He  is  ufed  as  if  nteant 
to  be  made  a  fool  of.     He  could  fuppofe  the  people  in  the 
f^qngrefs  pulling  different  ways,  as  they  do  here^    Now,  faid 
be,  fuppofe  we  are  the  congrefs.    The  fading  men  fit  there^ 
(pointing  to  the  treafury  bench)  forinftance;  the  learned 
gentleman  [Mr.  Wedderburne]  for  bis  ^aiet  and  temperate 
pharadier,  fpirit  of  moderation,  deep  philofophy,  love  of  H* 
berty  and  his  country,  I  will  fuppofe  is  Dr.  Franklin.     I 
Itave  fixed  upon  him,  be£des,  as  his  particular  friend.     His 
neighbour  [lord  G.  Germain]  is  general  Putnam.    His  neitt 
neighbour  [lord  North]  is  Mr.  Adams.    And  there  is  a  g^i« 
(leman  there^   I  can  fuppofe  to  be  Mr4  Hancockr-I  beg 
your  pardon,  Mr*  Speaker,  [bowing  to  the  Speaker]  youaro 
^  Mr.  Hancof:k.    Now  I  will  fuppofe  all  thefe  great  men  p4 

^c^ther  J  and  our  Dr.  Franklin  to  tfikc  op  the  defence  of  the 
*  colo- 
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colomesy'  With  all  that-wit  and  eloc^ocRce  of  which  he  is 
maftcr.  I  will  only  Tugg^ft  the  topics  upon  which  he  weuld 
talk.  [Hert  Sir  Gsergt  put  aH  the  firongtji  W9rdi  umd  argt  - 
mutts  in  defend  of  AmericOy  inU  the  mouth  ofthhfuppo&d  i>r. 
Frani&if  emdivent  §n  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  cthmr  fuf* 
ftfei  per/ins."} 

Sir  Grey  C$§per  tnfifted,  that  the  fureft  means  of  amicflbly  Sir  Grty 
adjuftingthe  diffcreiiccs  between  the,  two  countries,  and  to  ^''^* 
fettle  didr  rerpe^ive  rights  on  a  folid  bads  would  be  to  fhow, 
that  an  J  conceifion  on  our  part  proceeded  from  ot*r  love  of 
juitice,  not  from  dnj  dread  of  the  refiftanqe  w&  might  pro-- 
bably  meet  with  in  the  execution  of  our  defigns ;  the  ffrongcr 
wc  wcic,  therefore,  the  more  dignity  and  cffe£l  our  ne^otia- 
tiofls  would  have. 

Lord  Offory  for  the  motion  ;  difapproved  of  the  dangerous  u.  ojpaj. 
experiment  of  fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  the  obftrnacy,  if 
not  worfe,  of  profectiting  it  at  to  great  a  rifque^  and  af  fuch 
enormous  ^pence. 

Ldtd  Advocate  of  Scotland  againft  America ;  and  in  fup-  Lord  Ad?o- 
port  rf  the  power  of  the  ftate,  And  the  fupremtf  Icgfftative"««^^^«»- 
2uA6rityof  Pariiaiti^nt.  ^'^' 

Lord  John  Cavendijb  for  the  motion,  and  fevcre  dpOA^the  hoxAjobn 
minifcrs,  jrthticularly  updn  the  want  of  union  among  them,  Ciiw»</v*. 
W,  it  was  trtt  day  peace,  another  day  war ;  one  day  rt  was  the 
commerce  only  of  America,  that  was  worth  prcferving  j  next 
Jay  every  thing  was  to  be  facrificed  to  the  fupreme,  undefined 
authority  of  Paftliarticnt;  and  the  I  aft  day,  (upon  the  land- 
tax)  he  perceived  the  minifter  returned  to  his  former  gL^ound, 
tnd  abfcJately  Mi  !BX(>rcrsly  contended  for  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion, the  exercife  if  that  right,  and  that  too  for  the  purpoft 
of  raifeig  a  revenue^  in  order  to  lighten  the  bttrthens  of  this 
country. 

HofwmraHe  Mr.  Fitzpairick  for  the  motion.     He  declared  Hon.  Mr. 
Ksgood  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  in  admtniff  ration,  with  ^"*^*"''^*' 
whom  he  had  afitd  till  that  day  ;  that  he  noW  muft  differ 
^Aem,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  their  meafures  were 
niAou»,  iuid  the  obje£l  imprafticabte. 

Mr.  Aimir  againft  the  motion.  Mr.  Aiam. 

The  Lord  May^r  [Mn  Sawbridge]  for  the  motion.  LorJMay^r 

Cobnel  Oftpw  againft  the  motion.  Coi. Onjiat^ 

Right  honourable  T.  Townjbend.  for  the  motion.  He  ar-  ^^  „^^  ^^ 
f^nd  and  condemned  adminrflpation  in  fevere  tei^ms.  ^iionptndl 

Gmrdor  Pouww//.     He  t^as  fotry,  h«  faid,  that  the  Houft  Governot 
iRilg^neiiitti  Aic  oueftion  of  the  right  (f  taxatkn,  on  a  pto^Pfwna/i^ 
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pofition,  which  waving  that  iqucftion,  was  moved  folcly  oa 
the  ground  of  expediency. «  The  gentleman  who  mored  it 
had  ftudioufly  avoided  touching  upon  the  right,  and  Yct  th^ 
Houfe  had  been  now  near  fevcn  hours  talking  upon  a  nibjcft, 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  qucftion  of  the  day.  He 
was  forry  to  find,  that  this  difcuflion  had  been  carried  on 
with  mutual  reJ>rOaches  of  parties,  one  againft  another.  So 
long,  faid  he,  as  the  Houfe  will  dwell  upon  this  point,  ancl 
fo  long  as  parties  fhall  be,  as  they  always  are  on  this  point, 
more  folicitous  to  difcriminate  their  own  principles,  to  defend 
the  rcftitudc  and  confiftency  of  dieir  particular  line  of  coa- 
duft,  in  reprobation  of  that  of  others,  we  never  can  come  to 
any  real  fettlement  of  this  matter. 

It  feems  now,  at  lehgth,  high  time  to  fay  fomefhing  to  the 
matter  projwfed,  and  to  the  real  queftion  before  you.  He 
faid  if  he  had  rifen  earlier  in  the  day  to  fpcak,  he  fhould 
have  followed  the  honourable  gentleman  through  the  whole 
of  his  reafoning,  as  well  as  examined  the  propofition  wifli 
which  he  concluded  :  but  now,  after  fo  long  a  debate,  and  at 
fo  late  an  hour,  he  fhould  confine  himfclf  fimply  to  the  pro- 
pofition. 

In  the  ftating  of  it,  he  begged  tlie  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man, that  if  he  mlf-ftated  it,'  he  might  be  corrected. 

The  honourable  gentleman  has  ftated  this  bufinefs  as  lying 
in  three  lines  of  conlideration,  or  three  plans,  on  which  it 
might  be  taken  up.  The  firft  was  dire£t  war ;  tlie  fccond,  a 
mixture  of  war  and  negotiation ;  and,  thirdly,  his  plan  of 
conccffion,  previous  to  ail  treaty  ;  that  is,  conceffions  made  as 
preliminaries  to  peace.  The  firft  part  of  his  fpeech  endeavours 
to  prove,  that  war  was  imprafticable  ;  his  fecond  part  wa^ 
taken  up  to  fliew,  that  the  mixtplan,  as  he  calls  it,  muftbp 
a  feries  of  fruitlefs  perplexities.  He  fays,  it  was  neccfi'ary 
to  difpofe  of,  as  he  exprefled  it,  thefe  two  ideas  firft,  that 
he  might  make  way  for  tlie  tliird,  his  own  plap.  In  his 
manner  of  doing,  he  has  juftificd  the  propriety  .of  XDoving 
the  previous  queflion ;  becaufc,  Sir,  if  his  plan  cannot  b^ 
coniidered  till  the  mixt  plan,  which  he  fuppofes  to  t>e  the 
minifler's  plan  is  difpofed  of,  we  oughtj  to  know,  Jirji^ 
,  what  that  plan  is,  and  not  be  fatisfied  with  his  difpoiing  of  a 
phantom  of  his  own  raifing,  which  he  fuppofes  to  be  that  plan. 
The  fpeech  from  tlie  Uirone  Informs  us,  that  tlicre  is  Ibme 
plan  of  pacification  :  v.e  may  take  afliirance,  that  the  mi- 
niflers  muft  lay  that  before  us ;  according;  tbcrjefor^  to  th« 
honourable  gcntlemaVs  own  mctliod   prclcribcd,   we  muft 
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iffofe  of  that,  before  we  can  come  to  the  confideration  of  his 
plan.  But  if  there  was  not  that  rcafon,  from  his  own  idea^ 
of  the  method  of  proceeding,  I  cannot,  but  think  it  de- 
cent to  coniider,  firft,  that  plan,  of  which  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne  has  given  the  firft  notice,  and  not  to  funer  it  to  be 
anticipated  by  the  intervention  of  any  previous  plan.  If  tliat 
gentleman  haid  on  any  occaiion  given  notice  diat  he  would 
offer  to  the  Houfe  proportions  on  any  particular  fubjed,  and 
it  after  fuch  notice,  any  other  gentlemen  fhould  endeavour 
to  anticipate  him,  by  getting  a  previous  day,  I  would  cer- 
tainly, in  fuch  cafe,  move  the  previous  queftion  on  that  gen- 
deman's  mol;}on,  as  I  fhall  on  tliis  of  the  honourable  gentle- 
man to-day. 

He  fays.  Sir,  fucli  is  the  ftate  of  this  American  bufinefs, 
that  we  muft  cither  change  their  fcntiments  by  riegotiation, 
or  fubdue  the  rifing  fpirit ;  that  we  cannot  fubduc  the  fpirit 
which  is  up,  by  war ;  tliat  we  cannot  change  it  by  any  nego- 
tiation, which,  while  war  lafts,  we  can  enter  into;  we 
muft  therefore  previoufly  make  conceiTions ;  weonuftdifavow 
our  dtclaration  ;  repeal  our  afts ;  fue  for  peace,  and  the  Ame- 
ricans will  give  it  to  us,  on  his  plan;  we  muft  previoufly  regain 
their  confidence,  "  by  removing  the  ground  of  the  diffe- 
cncc :"  on  the  plan  he  propofcs,  we  fhall  reftore  the  former 
unfufpcaing  confidence  of  the  colonics.  This,  Sir,  is  tlie 
very  queftion  now  before  you.  Let  us  then  confiddr  the  con- 
teffions  which  he  propofes,  and  examine,  by  the  beft  rule  and 
only  judge  in  this  cafe,  experience,  what  elFcft  thefe  con- 
ceffion*  will  have  ?  He  fays,  that  as  the  Americans  did,  on 
tie  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft,  rcfign  themfelves  to  their  unfaf- 
pcfling  confidence,  and  were  perfcftly  fatisfied,  fo  will  they 
now,  if  his  plan  is  adopted  ;  and  he  lias  read  from  the  Jour- 
nals of  the  congrefs,  their  words  as  his  authority :  but 
aj  he  has  not  read  all  their  words,  not  all  the  fentence,  let  us 
tc  how  the  whole  ftands.  "  jlfter  the  repeal  of  thejiamp  oBj 
fay  they,  having  again  refigned  ourfelves  to  our  ancient  un- 
fe'picious  afFedions  for  the  parent  ftate,  and  anxious  to  avoid 
any  controverfy  witli  her,  in  hopes  of  a  favourable  alteration  in 
fintiments  and  meafures  towards  us^  we  did  not  prefs  OUR  OB-^ 
J^CTioKs,  againft  the  above  mentioned  ftatutes  madeyi^- 
l^yunt  to  that  repeal.*'  So  far  then  it  appears  from  having  no- 
^ofpicions,  they  had  objeftions ;  objeftions  to  afts  paffcdytti- 
\'-\utm  lb  the  repeal ;  and  thefe  afts  are'  fpecified  in  their  re- 
lolvcs  and  proceedings  to  be  afts  of  1 766 ;  the  declaratory  aft, 
^  the  aft  for  rrantinz  duties  in  lieu  of  others  repealed. 
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Wlien,  Sir,  infteadof  alterations  of  fentiments  and  meafures 
towards  them,  onp  law  was  made,  propofed  hy  this  gcotlc- 
iBan*s  friends,  dec^ari;^  Ji  power  to  bind  ,theno  /«  ail  ccp 
wbatfuever ;  a,nd  one  other,  recitinj^  tjiat  ddiough  it  was 
proper  to  repeal  cei:tain  rates  and  duties  on  account .  ^  their  /«- 
expeiiimjyjtt  it  was  neccffary  to  grant  others  in  liqu  of  dicm, 
to  his  Majefly  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  be  paid  into  tbc 
exchequer  an4  referved  for  die  future  difpofal  of  Parliament; 
their  content  vaniftied,  they  relapfed  in,to  their  fuipicions, 
they  began  to  come  forward  with  their  objedion^,  and  tk 
New- York  petition  w?is  the  firft  fymptom  of  this.  But,  Sir, 
they  not  only  were  not,  in  faft,  but  they  could  not,  on  the 
principle?  from  which  they  oppofe^  our  iyftem,  be  conte&c. 
They  objeSed  to  all  laws  laying  dudes  for  the  exprefs  pur- 
pofe  of  a  reyenne.  The  6'th  Geo.  ill.  c.  52,  erantcd 
duties  to  his  Majefty^  his  heirs  and  fucocffors^  to  be  paid  a 
a  revenue  into  the  exchequer,  and  to  be  there  at  tb^  difpofal 
of  Parliament.  Many  laws  prior  to  this  period,  gave  and 
gi-anted  duties,  and  appropriated  them  to  the  purpofe  of  re- 
venue. We  have  heard  much  of  .the  aft  of  navigation,  and 
by  fome  mi'ftake,  gentlemen  under  that  idea  refer  to  the  ad 
cf  trade, of  the  25th  Car.  II.  The  aft  of  navigation  di- 
refts  that  all  the  commerce  of  die  colonies  fliall  be  carried  on 
in  Britilh  |iii.pping,  and  enupicrates  a  certain  number  of  ar- 
ticles of- the  produce  of  the  plantations  which  are  to  be  brought 
to  England  only.  The  aft  of  trade  fays,  that  there /hall  be 
anfwcred  and  paid  to  your  •R^ajefty,  if  bond  fhall^ot  be  firtl 

!!;iven  to  bring  liich  commodities  to  England,  the  rates  there 
pecified.  Here  we  find  the  prccife  idica  of  duties  laid  as  a 
regulation  of  trade.  But  in  the  year  i6q6.  -in  king  William's 
reign,  we  find,  for  die  firft  time,  tlielc  duties  converted  in- 
to a  revenue  ;  they  are  direfted  to  be  paid  .whether  bond  be 
E'  ven  or  not;.  Revenue  ofliccrs,  under  the  ^ircfticm  of  tiie 
ord  High  Treafurer,  are  eftablifhed.  If  therefore  we  arc 
to  repeal  all  afts  which  grant  duties  as  revenue,  in  1696, 
not  in  1764,  was  the  fyftem  changed.  If  dierefore  on  that 
principle  we  go  back  10  1763,  we  muft  of  necc;ffity  go  back 
to  1672.  But  left  gentlemen  fliould  doubt  whether  ^ytie^ 
granted  to  his  Majefty  were  ever  bqfo^c  1764  appropriate<i 
to  revenue,  let  them  refer  to  the  civil  lift  aft,  of  .the  nrft  of 
Geo.  I.  there  they  .will  find  that  die  planta;ion  duties,  '^hicli 
by  the  2  5tli  Ci^r.  II.  ^^ -^ttt  granted  toVv*  M»)clify^  I"s 
^  heirs  and  ftcccffors  for  ever,  ftiall  be  brouci>t  aa?  P^iJ 
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iato  the  receipt  of  the  eXiii^iXtty  for  tkpurpofes  in  this  ^Si 
exprefled/'  namely^  theforaiilg  a  fund  for  the  civil  lift; 

jButy  Sir,  before  this  time  die  tax  of  fixpence  a  mondi  laid 
upon  all  American  feamen^  and  always  paid  by  them,  wat 
laid  in  King  William's  time,  for  the  purpofe  oi  augmenting 
the  revenues  of  Greenwich"  HofpitQl. 

The  Americans  require  die  repeal  of  t&e  pofi-offlce  aft^ 
of  the  5th  Geo.  Ill;  that  aft.  Sir,  laid  no  new  duties,  it 
made  new  regulations ;  but  it  was  the  poft-ofiice  aft  of  the 
loth  of  Ann,  which  granted  duties  in  Anerica  for  the  pur* 
cf  enabling  her  Majefty  to  carry  on  the  wan 

It  appears  therefore,  as  they  were  not,  fo  they  could  not,  be 
content  with  what  was  done  in  17664 

But  to  come  to  the  precife  propolition  of  this  day^  It  is 
a  propofal  of  a  bill  formed  on  the  refolutions  which  he  moved 
laft  year ;  and  that  propofition,  although  grounded  firft,  on  the 
complaint  which  the  Americans  make  of  their  grievances  ; 
iecond,  on  the  declaration  of  their  rights  ;  and  third  on  the 
plan  of  the  preliminaries  which  they  throw  out ;  although 
they  require,  a?  fuch  preliminary,  that  we  ftiould  go  back  to 
1 763,  the  propofition  does  not  extend  to  a  full  remedy  of  their 
grievances,  and  to  their  idea  of  dieir  rights;  it  does  not  go  even 
tp  1763,  it  goes  only  back  to  1766.  It  is  very  ready  to  repeal 
every  aft,  except  the  afts  of  the  adminiftration  of  th^t  gen- 
tleman's friends.  The  declaratory  aft  is  not  to  be  repealed. 
The  revenue  aft  of  the  6th  Geo.  III.  is  not  ^o  be  repealed. 
L.et  us  iirft  fee  what  the  effeft  of  this  plan  of  conceflions 
made  laft  ye^,  was :  it  came  laft  year  m  refolutions,  it  is 
now  formed  into  abiU.  Why,  Sir,  fince  this  plan  was  pro- 
poied,  the  coogrefs,  reiterating  their  demand  of  the  repeal 
of  all  the  afts  of  revenue  and  reflriftion  fince  1763  ;  fpe- 
cify  particularly  the  declaratory  law,  and  the  revenue  aft  of 
1766.  After  having  recited  fifteen  heads  of  grievances, 
hear  what  they  fay  in  their  own  words :  "  But  why  fhould 
we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail  ?  By  one  ftatute  it  is  de- 
clared that  Parliament  of  right  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatfo- 
ever.  What  is  to  defend  us  againft  fo  enormous^  fo  unli-^ 
mitted  apo!«rcr  ?'* 

Upon  the  effeft  which  this  rlan  has  had  laft  year,  we  ma^ 
fairly  put  the  iffue  of  die  cfFea  that  mav  be  expefted  from  it 
this  year,  eQ)ecially  when  this  year  we  find  in  the  prelimina- 
ries of  the  congreU,  the  removal  of  the  troops  at  well  jais  con-* 
ceffions  ;  which  does  no  part  of  this  gentleman's  plan« 
Whatever  exPcAationt  that  gentleman  may  have^of  confi« 
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dcncc  from  the  Americans,  in  confequencc  of' this  plan, 
he  may  be  aflured,  that  while  the  Americans  arc  veo' 
willing  to  avail  themfelves  of  the  affiftance  of  him  and  his 
friends,  other  perfons  will  have  their  confidence.  The  gen- 
tleman and  his  friends  bid  as  low  as  they  can  in  confciencc  go ; 
but  others  have  bid  lower  :  fome  arc  ready  to  go  back  to 
1763  ;  others  think  you  (hould  go  ftill  further.  The  Ame- 
ricans expcft  that  we  fhould  go  further ;  for  fee  on  what 
ground  they  put  themfelves,  when  they  alk  only  the  repeal  of 
the  revenue  and  reftriftive  laws  paffed  fince  1763.  Take  it 
in  their  own  words.  *'  Rcfolvcd,  That  the  congrcfe  do  con- 
fine them/elves  at  prefent  to  the  confidcration  of  fuch  rights  as 
have  been  infringed  fince  the  year  1763,  pojiponlng  the  further 
confideration  of  the  general  Jiate  of  American  rights  to  a  future 
dayr 

From  the  firft  fpring  of  this  fad  bufincfs,  having  been  for 
modes  of  policy  in  preference  to  meafures  of  force '^  I  having  al- 
ways thought,  and  invariably  faid,  that  your  fyftcm  called  for 
rcvifion  and  amendment,  I  have  been  againft  all  partial  con- 
ceffion  and  repeals.  I  think  it  fliould  be  laid  on  fome  bafi>, 
which  is  Iblid,  and  may  be  permanent ;  on  fuch  whereon  the 
liberties  of  America  being  fixed,  the  fovereignty  of  the  em- 
pire may  be  cflablifhed.  Repeals  upon  every  partial  com- 
plaint, and  conceffions  upon  every  clamour,  is  not  the.  way ; 
this  would  produce  nothing  but  endlefs  fuccefhon  of  quarrels, 
and  patcliing  up  of  thofe  quarrels.  Inducia^  helium^  pax 
rurfum.  It  fhould  be  taken  up  on  fome  great  and  general 
fyftem.  And  fuch  I  now  expeft,  and  (hall  therefore,  al- 
though  I.  give  no  negative,  move  the  previous  queflion  on  any 
parts  of  a  fcheme  moved  on  partial'  grounds,  that  of  previous 
conceflions. 

But  to  confider  the  purport  of  the  bill  itfelf.  Although  it 
is  grounded  on  the  complaints  of  the  American  grievances, 
and  of  the  violation  of  tlieir  rights,  it  does  not  go  to  the  rc- 
drefs  and  remedy.  They  complain  of  laws,  laying  duties, 
and  granting  them  for  the  exprcfs  purpofe  of  revenue  ;  yet  it 
goes  only  back  to  the  year  1766.  You  have  feen  the  remedy 
to  be  real  and  efficient  muft  carry  us  back  to  1672.  They 
complain  of  the  admiralty  jurlfdiftion  :  now  that.  Sir,  is  as 
old  as  the  aft  of  navigation.  J3y  tliat  aft,  fhips  navigated 
contrary  to  law  were  to  be  fclzed,  might  be  brought  to  the 
court  of  aJmiralty  in  England,  on  the  exprefs  principle,  that 
there Jhould  he  no  party  juries.  For  tlie  eafe,  and  not  the  ag- 
grievmg  of  thcfubjeft,  courts  of  admiralty  were  afterwards 
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eftabliihcd  in  the  colonics,  and  all  this  fyftcm  ftood  cftabliflied 
l>efore  the  period  of  1764.  To  my  argument  it  is  nothing 
ho^^  far  this  is  right  or  wrong,  grievous  or  otherwifc  :  but  the 
Americans  complain  of  it  as  a  grievance  ;  and  if  the  bill  which 
is  to  redrefe  their  grievance,  and  to  concede  to  their  com- 
plaints, mufl  go  to  the  bottom  ;  if  it  means  or  hopes  to  gain 
their  confidence — tliis  bill  does  not  go  far  enough-— there 
are    others  who  are  willing  to  go  further. 

On  this  ground,  he  faid,  that  the  prefent  propofition  would 
not  produce  the  efFeft  it  propofed  ;  that  it  was  but  a  part 
of  a  fyftem  propofed  as  an  expedient,  or  rather  an  experi- 
ment to  a  partial  purpofe.  On  tlie  affurance  that  this  bufi- 
neis  of  America  would  be  now  taken  up  on  fome  great  and 
general  fyftem  in  the  whole,  and  the  fpeech  had  announced 
fome  plan,  which  from  the  method  adopted  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  Ihould  be  difpofed  of  firjl^  he  moved  the  previous 
quctiion. 

Lord  George  Germaine  faid,  as  be  had  held  but  one  condufi  lA.Ge^rgt 
in  this  American  bufinefs;  as  he  had  been  dircS  and  explicit  ^*'*^'^ 
in  that  condu£l,  he  now  entered  into  office  on  the  fame  prin* 
ciples,  on  the  fame  line  of  condudl,  and  hoped  he  ihould  be 
always  found  deciiive,   dired^,   and  firm  in  it. 

On  the  point  of  the  legtilative  authority  of  this  country,  he 
ihould  always  maintain  that  fovereignty  which  was  eftabliihed 
and  foutided  on  the  conftitution.  On  the  point  of  taxation, 
although  he  (hould  never  concede  the  right,  he  ihould  never 
obje£t  to  the  witbolding  the  exercife  of  it,  if  other  modes 
could  be  adopted.  But  if  we  are  to  have  no  peace,  unlefs  we 
give  up  the  right,  the  conteft  is  brought  to  its  fair  iffue  ;  we  ^ 
are  equal  to  the  conteft ;  our  internal  refources  are  great ;  and 
we  can  never  defpair  of  that  affiftance  which  we  may  want. 

Gentlemen  call  for  anfwers  to  feveral  queftions ;  I  ftand 
forth,  as  far  as  my  judgment  can,  and  my  advice  goes,  to 
give  an  anfwer.  Are  w?,  fay  fome  gentlemen,  to  give  up 
taxation  ?  Are  we  to  have  no  American  revenue  ?  I  do  bofie 
we  fhall ;  I  truft  we  {hall  draw  a  revenue  from  America. 
Whether  that  (hall  be  by  the  exercife  of  our  right  of  taxation, 
or  whether  by  any  other  mode,  I  do  not  think  material.  If 
the  Americans,  willing  to  join  their  aid  to  the  common  fupply, 
and  willing  to  (hare  our  common  burthens  with  us,  can  pro- 
pofeany  mode  which  will  make  them  eafy,  which  will  removQ 
their  fears  and  jealoufies,  I  ihall  be  ready  to  adopt  it.  I 
wi(h  they  were  in  the  fituation  of  the  year  1763,  if  the  go- 
vernment of  this  country  was  fo  likewife*    If  our  present 
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fyftem  is  wrong,  let  us  avow  it ;  confider,  and  redify  it* 
They  have  a  right  to  every  liberty  which  they  can  enjoy^ 
confident  with  the  fovereignty  and  ^p^emacy  of  chit  eomicry. 
Let  them  he  happy.  Nobody  can  wiill  them  more  fo  than  I 
do.  But  I  have  never  changed  my  opinion  at  to  the  legida- 
five  fupremacy  of  this  country.  What  I  have  always  held, 
I  now  ftand  in  office  to  maintain. 

To  the  queftionsj  What  force  is  neceiTary?  What  do 
you  mean  to  fend  f  I  anfwer,  that  the  oiScers  ferving  on  th; 
fpot,  thofe  efpecially  commanding,  are  the  proper  judges* 
What  they,  upon  a  full  ftate  of  the  fervice,  think  necefiary, 
as  fiair  as  my  ^ulvice  can  go,  (hail  be  fent ;  not  to  be  infulted. 
Such  forces  as  arc  neceflary  to  reftore,  maintain,  and  efta^ 
blilh  the  pow^r  of  this  country  in  America,  will  not  be 
wanting. 

Much  has  been  faid  about  the  plan  of  fending  conuniffio- 
ners.  My  idea  of  that  meafure  is,  that  they  (hould  not  uuly 
have  powers  to  pardon,  but  to  inquire  into  grievances  ;  ana 
if  the  Americans,  returning  to  a  fenfeof  their  duty,  (houlcT 
offer  terms  (not  with  arms  in  their  hands)  they  (hould  be  cm- 
powered  to  confider,  and  on  their  fubmiflion,  to  take  off 
thofe  penal  rcftridions  under  which,  from  the  nature  of  their 
CondiiA,  the  Americans  now  }ie»  If,  by  opening  a  door  to 
retreat,  the  crown  tries  to  induce  them  to  lay  down  their 
>rms,  what  can  it  do  more.  If  they  perfift  in  their  appeal  to 
force,  the  force  of  this  country  muft  be  exerted.  The  fpirit 
pf  this  country  will  go  iilong  with  me  in  that  idea,  to  fup^^^ 
.   prefs,  to cruihfuch  rebellious  refiftance. 

As  to  the  gentleman's  proportion,  I  think  it  has  been  fully 
proved,  that  it  would  not  anfwer  the  expe<EUtion  of  thofe  in 
America,  whofe  confidence  he  meant  to  gain ;  that  it  does 
not  go  fo  far  as  they  expeSed  ;  not  fo  far  as  feme  here  would 
go;  and  previous  conceflions,  as  gratuitous  preliminaries, 
whether  accepted  or  not,  without  any  thing  offered  on  their 
part,  would  put  us  on  worfe  ground,  and  remove  the  matter 
ftill  further  from  the  conciliation  he  propofes.  I  am  therefore 
ready  to  give  my  negative  to  it,  or  rather,  to  join  in  the  pre- 
vions  queftion. 
Ifr.  F«f.  Mr,  Fox  fpr  the  motion,  arid  very  fevcre  upon  adminiftra-f 
tion.  It  was  here  this  genntleman,  with  infipite  wit  and 
readinefs,  gave  a  dcfcription  of  the  treafuryrbcnch,  begiiu 
ning  with  Mr.  Ellis,  and  ending  with  Mr.  Cornwall,  by  a 
jfinde  epithet,  happily  marking  the  charaAers  of  each  of  them, 
ff\ui  fine  fatire^  and  vnthout  Uie  leai^  breach  of  decprum, 
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The  ScRcimGitural  [Mn  WcddcTburnc]  in  anfwer  toMcHwCt- 
Mr.  Fox,  defended  adminiftration  in  a  fine  vein  of  oratory.  "^ 
And  in  anfwer  to  an  obfervation  of  Mr.  Bnrke  upon  the  con* 
jdud  of  Demofthenes,  he  entered  upon  claffical  ground^  and 
mth  coniummate  eloquence  and  accuracy  of  recoUeftion,  def* 
canted  upon  the  hiftory  of  that  period,  with  allufion  to  the 
prefent  times.  His  fpeech  was  a  refloration  to  the  Houfe ; 
and  though  it  was  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  awakened  the 
attention  of  every  man  in  it. 

General  Comvay  replied  to  Mr.  Wedderburne.  GenC^Mv^f 

Mr.  Graves  feconded  the  motion  for  the  previous  queftion.  MuGrava, 
Lord  North.  I  declare,  that  if  I  thought  the  motion  woidd  urd  Norths 
procure  that  conciliation  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  m^e  it  has  held  out,  I  fhould  be  ftaggered.  But  it 
has  appeared  that  this  line  of  conceffion  will  not  procure  it ;  * 
and  it  has  been  clearly  marked  to  you,  that  this  line  is  not 
fufficienf.  Therefore  were  I  of  opinion  with  die  honourable 
g;endeman  [Mr.  Burke]  as  to  repealing  all  ^the  aAs  he  men- 
tionsy  as  I  am  as  to  fbme  of  them,  thefe  conceffions  would 
not  procure  the  end  he  propofcs,  but  put  us  upon  ftill* 
worfe  ground,  and  remove  us  fartliuer  from  any  conciliation 
this  country  can  agree  to.  I  think,  for  inftance,  that  tho& 
penal  and  reftriflive  ads  which  hare  been  indefinite  as  to  the  ^ 
term  of  their  operation  fhould  be  repealed,  and  the  matter 
and  purport  of  them  thrown  into  one  general  aft,  framed  to 
be  enforced  during  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The  ho- 
nourable gentleman  [Mr.  Burke]  has  in  his  bill  propofed  to 
empower  the  King  to  call  a  congrefs  in  America.  He  has 
that  power ;  has  done  it  before,  and  may  do  it  at  any  time. 
Befides,  the  propofed  bill  confines  the  powef  of  the  crown  to 
treat  only  with  die  congrefs,,  therefore  his  Majefly  can  treat 
with  nobody  elfe,  if  there  were  any  perfons  dilpofed  to  offer 
terms  of  fubmifRon. 

A  little  before  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  previous 

Jucftion  was  put   **  that  the  queflion  be  now  put.'*    The 
loufe  divided,  ayes  105  ;  noes  210. 
November  17." 
Nothing  material. 
Adjourned  to  the  20th. 

Nwemher  20. 
Lq^d  North  moved,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill^  LordMrfA. 
to  prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  the  colonies  of  New 
Hampfhire,  MafTachufets  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  Connefticut, 
New  York,  New  Jerfcy,  Penf^lvania,  the  three  lower  coun- 
ties 
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tics  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Soudi  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  rebellion  within  the  faid  colonies  refpeftively ;  for  re- 
pealing an  aft,  *  made  in  the  14th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  Majefty,  to  difcontinuc  the  landing  and  difcharging, 
lading  or  fliipping,  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  at  the 
town  and  within  the  harbour  of  Bofton,  in  the  province  of 
Maffachufets  Bay ;  and  alfo  two  afts,  +  made  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  Parliament,  for  reftraining  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  tlie  colonics,  in  the  faid  afts  refpeftively  mentioned  ;  and 
to  enable  his  Majelly  to  appoint  commifiioners,  and  to  iffuc 
proclamations,  in  the  cafes,  and  for  the  purpofes,  therein  to 
be  mentioned.  He  explained  the  neceffity  of  reftraining  die 
Americans  from  all  trade  during  the  prefent  rebellion,  and 
the  juftice. there  would  be  in  immediately  taking  off  the  rc- 
ftraint  from  fuch  colony  wherein  it  might  ceafe ;  that  the . 
Bofton  port  aft,  and  the  afts  paffed  laft  year,  being  framed 
upon  other  grounds  and  for  other  purpofes,  would  Itand  in 
the  w^y  of  this  operation;  that  the  rcftaining  bills  were  civil 
coercions  againft  civil  crimes ;  but  we  being  now  at  war,  the 
provifions  were  incapable,  and  other  provifions  were  now 
necellary :  thofc  provifions  he  now  propofed  were  fuch  as 
would  hci  made  ufe  of  in  cafe  of  war  with  any  country  in  the 
world  ;  but  they  were  framed  under  fuch  provifos  as  might 
open  the  door  of  peace  upon  its  firft  approach.  That  if  we 
were  ready  ^Ifo  to  repeal  the  charter  bills,  yet  he  could  not 
do  it  while  tliey  denied  tha  right  that  we  had  to  make  tlxem  ; 
that  as  to  the  bill  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  there  was 
^  no  need  to  repeal  that,  becaufe  the  country  being  in  aftual 

war,  martial  law  took  place,  and  there  were  no  courts  of 
juftice  in  which  it  could  operate  :  it  was  a  temporary  bill  for 
three  years,  two  of  which  are  expired  ;  and  it  would  ccafe  of 
itfelf.  That  he  (hould  alfo  be  ready  to  repeal  tlie  tea  duty 
on  the  fame  grounds,  that  he  would  fufpend  every  exercife  of 
the  right  of  taxation,  if  the  colonies  themfelves  would  point. 
out  any  mode  by  which  they  would  bear  their  ftiare  of  the 
burden  and  give  their  aid  to  the  coraoion  defence. .  The  pur- 
port of  the  claufe  refpefting  the  commiifions,  had  been  very 
well  explained  the  other  day  by  a  noble  lord  [Lord  George 
Germaine]  that  it  meant  beudes  the  granting  of  pardons,  diat 


*  The  Boflon  port  aft. 

f  The  £(hery  and  reflrainipg  aS;. 

tliey 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1775-  DEBATES.  197 

they  fhouW  enquire  into  any  matter  of  change  of  circum^ 
ftahccs  in  which  the  colonics  were  now,  from  the  lime  they  were 
when  thd  laws  were  made;  if  there  were  any  matter  of  real 
p-ievancc  or  oppreflion  that  could  be  remedied  to  tlieir  bene- 
fit or  to  the  common  intereft,  that  they  were  to  have  the 
power  of  judging  whether  any  part  or  a  whole  colony  were 
returned  to  that  ftate  of  obedience,  that  they  might  declare 
that  colony  or  part  to  be  in  peace,  upon  which  the  reftriftlons 
in  the  prefcnt  bill  were  fo  formed  as  to  ceafe.  He  acquainted 
t!ic  Houfc,  he  found  from  what  he  faid  the  other  night,  under 
a  ftite  of  fatigue  and  indifpofition,  had  led  people  to  conceive 
he  was  fo  far  tired  out  with  this  bufinefs,  that  his  adminiftra-  . 
tlon  was  drawing  to  a  period  ;  he  therefore  begged  to  repeat 
^hathe  always  had  faid,  how  happy  he  fhould  be  to  decline 
the  arduous  alk  to  which  he  might,  perhaps,  in  point  of  abi- 
lities, be  unequal ;  yet  in  point  of  good  intentions  h^  had  no 
other  end  in  view,  no  not  for  a  moment  in  any  time,  but  the 
puMic  fervice  ;  meaning  at  all  times  to  conduft  it  with  the 
Itaft  burden  to  the  public;  on  thofe  occafions  where  fevcrity 
was  ncceflary,  to  alleviate  that,  as  much  as  the  common 
Ufety  would  permit ;  and  to  withold  it,  whenever  the  public 
fafcty  did  not  abfohitely  require  it.  That  there  were  two 
grounds,  upon  which  every  minifter  ought  to  ftand :  the 
iirft  was,  that  the  King  had  an  undoubted  right  of  naming 
his  own  fervants :  the  fecond  was,  which  fomied  the  happi- 
nefs  of  this  country,  that  if  the  people  by  their  reprefenta- 
tives  did  really  difapprove  the  meafures  of  any  minifter,  to 
that  degree  that  they  would  not  go  along  witli  him,  the  King, 
however  he  might  approve  fuch  minifter,  could  not  carry  on 
his  bufinefs  by  him,  and  muft  part  with  him.  That  this  bu- 
finefs of  quarrel  with  the  colonies  about  taxation,  was  began 
and  prepared  for  him  before  he  engjaged  in  it  as  a  minifter  ; 
that  he  took  it  up,  not  when  it  was  a  queftion  whether  it  was. 
right  to  tax  the  colonies  or  not,  but  when  they  difputed  our 
having  any  fuch  right,  and  at  a  time  when  this  country  was 
(determined  not  to  give  it  up  :  as  he  engaged  when  this  difpute 
was  aftually  begun,  he  was  bound  to  fee  it  through  ;  and  if 
tlie  colonies,  by  appealing  to  arms  had  made  war  die  medium, 
although  peace  was  die  only  point  he  ever  retained  in  his 
view,  he  muft  purfue  it  through  that  medium :  being  thus 
engaged,  he  did  declare,  that  unlefs  tlie  King  difmifled  him, 
or  a  majority  of  die  Houfe,  difapproving  his  conduft,  defired 
his  difiniffion,  he  would  not  give  up  the  conduft  of  this  buii- 
Qefs  to  any  body  clfe.     As  to  the  means  of  condufting^the 
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vnty  lie  declared  there  never  was  anjr  idea  of  raifiog  or  em- 
ploying the  negroes  or  the  lodiaos,  until  the  Americans  them- 
felves  had  firft  applied  to  them  :  that  general  Carleton  did 
then  apply  to  them ;  and  even  then^  it  was  only  for  the  de- 
fence of  his  own  pi-ovincc.  As  to  the  events  of  the  war, 
tfain^  wore  a  much  better  afpe£t  at  preient,  than  a  little 
wliile  ago :  that  Halifax  was  now  abfolutely  fafe ;  that  there 
were  indeed  two  expeditions  ac^ainft  Canada,  bat  he  did 
hope  that  Canada  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
^  rebels.     He  would  almoft  venture  to  fay  that  Quebec  was 

iafe  ;  but  he   begged  the  Houfe  would  not  underftand  him 
as  proniifing  tliat :  his  own  opinion  was,  that  it  would  not 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 
Mr.  Fm.        Mr.  Fox.  This  propofition  is  cutting  off  and  dcftroying 
all  trade  with  America.     If  the  noble  Lord's  other  meaiures 
liad  not  done  it,  this  would  efiedually.     Though  they  had 
not  at  prefent  the  manufafbirers  at  their  door,  he  would  pro- 
phcfy^,  they  would  have,  them  at  their  door  next  year*^    The 
true  intention  of  this  bill  is,  to  break  up  the  manufadurers, 
who,  through  want  of  fubfiftence,  will  be  obliged  to  cnlift, 
and  thus  the  noble^  Lord  thinks  he  fhall  recruit  that  army 
which  would  not  otherwife  be  recruited.     That  as  the  noble 
Lord  had  now  propofcd  repealing  three  oppreffive  afts,  he 
begged  to  aflc  him,  as  a  man  of  honour,  and  as  a  gentleman, 
whether  he  did  not  now  with  that  he  had  adopted  the  opinion 
of  die  noble  duke  [the  Duke  of  Grafton]  who  was  firft  lord 
of  -die  treafury,  when  the  repeal  of  the  tea  duty  was  moved 
in  diat  Houfe,.  and  fupportcd  it  ?  He  repeated,  there  were 
difierences  of  opinions  amongft  perfons  high  in  office  at  that 
time  ;  and  he  aiked  the  noble  lord  [Lord  North]  whether  he 
did  not  now  wilh  he  had  been  of  opinion  widi  thofe  who  were 
for  repealing  that  duty,  becaufe  they  faw  and  therefore  wifhed 
to  avoid  that  chain  of  misfortunes,  which  the  continuance 
0f  it  has  drawn  after  it  ? — This  propofition  of  peace  he  faid, 
like  diat  of  laft  year,  was  meant  to  lead  on  this  country 
under  a'deluiion  of  flattering  hopes  of  peace  ;  and  to  endea- 
vour to  deceive,  which  it  would  not  do,  the  Americans,  that 
this  country  wifhed  for  a  peace  of  the  defcription  which 
the  noble  Lord  held  out,    or  were  unanimoufly  determined 
to  profecute  the  war,  if  fuch  peace  could  not  he  had.     The 
whole  was  infidious,  and  therefore  could  have  no  other  cffFeft 
upon  the  Americans  than  to  deftroy  their  confidence  in  go- 
vernment,   if  any  yet  remained.    If  the  Americans  fhould 
believe  the  ipirit  of  this  country  was  unanimous  againft  their 

rights. 
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Tights,  they  had  iiothmg  to  do  b«t  prepare  immediately  for  ' 
^^ar,   as  their  only  defence  againft  a  fyftem  of  defpotifm.^ . 
That  this  propofition  therefore  was  a  declaration  of  perpetual 
war ;  and  if  he  gave  his  vote  for  it,  he  muft  confider  him-  . 
fclf  as  giving  his  vote  for  a  declaration  of  war.     However, 
as  he  had  ^ways  faid,  that  he  would  fupport  any  meafure 
of  reconciliation,  he  ihould  go  fo  far  with  die  noble  Lord,  as 
the  repeal  of  the  three  afts  he  mentioned.     Therefore  he 
moved  the  following  amendment.    To  leave  out  the  words         • 
^*  To  prohibit  all  trade  and  intcrcourfe  with  the  colonies, 
&c.**  to  the  word   "  refpeftively  :"  and  to  leave  out  the 
words,  **  And  to  enable  liis  Majefty  to  appoint  commif- 
fioncrs,  Scc'^-totheend. 

Sir  George  Hay.  The  queftion  was  not  now,  either  of  a  de- 
claration of  war,  or  of  the  .mode  of  conducing  it,  but  how 
to  get  out  of  the  war.  This  was  the  firft  bill  of  vigour  that 
had  been  offered,  therefore  ihould  be  heartily  for  it.  He 
then  faid  many  thines  upon  dofi:rines  of  refiftance,  according 
to  the  principles  of  me  Revolution ;  in  particular,  that  if  any 
unlawful  power  was  exerted,  or  even  any  lawful  power  ex- 
erted in  an  arbitrary  manner,  againft  the  conftitution,  thofe 
who  had  a  right  to  defend  and  maintain  that  conftitution^ 
had  a  right  to  reiift  it ;  but  that  there  had  been  in  this  cafe, 
no  violation  of  the  conftitution,  either  by  the  exercife  of  an 
unlawful  power,  ac  by  the  exertion  of  any  lawful  power  in 
an  arbitrary  way.  He  owned  that  many,  of  the  laws,  form- 
ed for  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  in  their  infancy,  might  be  bur- 
denfbme,  and  the  occaiion  of  grievances,  by  being  inapplica- 
ble to  their  prefent  ftate  ;  that  thole  laws  ought  to  oe  rcvifed : 
that  even  the  a£^s  of  trade  might  be  fomewhat  relaxed.  If 
the  monopoly  of  trade  cannot  be  maintained  or  fecured,  the 
colonies  might  be  encouraged  in  all  manufactures  not  inju- 
rious to  this  country,  and  they  might  be  obliged  or  com-. 
pelled  to  take  from  us  our  manufaaures  :  but:  thefe  were  ' 
matters  for  a  time  of  peace,  not  for  the  prefent,  when  we 
are  engaged  in  a  queftion  of  power  ;  until  that  was  fettled^ 
it  was  nonfenfe  to  talk  of  our  making  regulations,  the  ri^t 
of  making  which  was  difputed,  and  the  power  of  carry  mg 
them  into  execution  oppoled  by  arms.  His  idea,  therefore, 
was,  that  at  prefent  the  Amtencans  are  in  afbual  rebellion  ; 
but  if  other  gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  they  are'  in  a  ftate 
of  refiftance  which  they  juftify,  they  are  called  upon  to  take 
up  their  defence,  not  by  fpeeches  in  this  Houfe,  but  by 

Vol,  hi*  E  e  arms : 
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$!M$.  Why  don't  tbey  go  and  jom  them  I  thaJI  would  be  the 
tnie  ixiodo. 
Lord  Bowi.  Lord  Hnnfe.  He  did  Qow  know  any  ftruggle  aa  offic^r'could 
have,  ferving  oa  the  prefect  occafion,  fo  painful  as  that  be- 
tween, lu)  duty  as  an  officer,  and  his  duty  as.  a  man.  How* 
ever  he  fuffered,  if  coounanded,  his  decided  duty  was  to 
ierve.  HI  did  apprehend  that  all  this  an  honourable  rela^ 
tion  of  bis  had  felt :  U  was  what  he  himfelf  felt  very  fenfi- 
bly  ;  .and  if  it  was  left  to  his  choice,  he  certainly  fhould  de- 
cline to  fcrve. 
ifv.  Fm.       Mr.  Fox  got  up,  to  fix  his  Lordihip  to  the  pcunt,  with 

precifion. 
Lord  H9we.     Lord  Howe  to  explain.     Should  certainly  decline  to  fcrvc, 
from  the  fenfe  he  had.  of  the  rieht  and  importance  of  fuch  a 
trufl:  :  but  if  he  was  conunancted,  it  was  his  duty  to  obey, 
and  he  could  not  rcfufe  to  ferve. 
"c^kS^'      Lord  Frederick  Campbell.     When  thofe  gentlemen  ^  who 
^^    •     repealed  the  ftamp-a£k  came  into  that  meafure,   they  did  not 
venture  to  do  it  without  bringing  in  the  declaratory  bill,  to 
mark  the  fovercignty  of  this  country,  and  to  (hew  that  Acy 
did  not  give  it  up.     No  man  or  party  now  in  the  kingdom 
dared  to  repeal  die  declaratory  act ;  even  a  great  mimftcr^ 
whofe  meafure  the  repeal  was,  when  he  quoted  Prior- 
Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind. 
Be  toher  virtues  very  kind ; 
every  body  knows  the  next  line,  which  he  did  not  quote. 

Let  all  her  ways  be  unconfinM. 
If  that  great  minifter  did  not  venture  to  hold  that  language, 
he  might  aiTert,  no  other  man  in  this  country  would. 
Ota.  Cmi-  General  Ccmuay.  Thinking  as  he  did,  that  the  intereft 
^*y'  of  this  country  depended  upon  an  union  with  America,  and 
that  the  union  would  remain  fo  long  as  that  intereft  was. 
Tightly  purfued,  he  did  not  fee  the  neceffity  of  the  declara- 
latory  law  :  he  thought  it  right  that  the  luprcmacy  of  thi& 
.  country  ihouidbe  eftabliOied  to  all  points  which  were  necef- 
fary,  but  not  to  taxation  :  he  had  hoped  and  flattered  him- 
ftU,  that  the  idea  of  taxation  had  been  wholly  given  up  by 
eviery  body ;  but  iince  a  noble  Lord  had  come  into  office,  it 
(eemed  as  Uthedifputeon  that  queflion  wa$  revived.  He 
thought  dip  fire  had  been  fknothered,  btit  fince  that  aohle 
Lordcame  into  office,  he  had  uncovered  the  afhes  and  blown 
the  flame  afrefh.  Our  fupremacy,  he  f^d,  over  the  ccdo-^ 
nies,  is  of  the  eilence  of  our  relation  to  dxem :  but»  may  I 
not  make  an  excepdon  ?  There  is  no  law  without  anexcep- 

dwi. 
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'  tioti.    The  Honfe  oE  Lords  and  the  Houfc  of  CommoDt  hxve 
each  of  them  their  rijghts,  which  are  generally  underftood : 
bnt  if  we  were  to  ^  into  difputes^  wim  all  the  prejudices  of 
each  Houfe  refpeftin^  power^  we  could  do  no  buianefs,  ani 
there  would  be  an  end  of  Parliament.     For  argument's  fake, 
therefore,  I  may  allow,  that  our  right  of  taxation  is  a  clear 
aAddiftiii£t  right,  which  in  my  confcience  I  believe  to  be  no 
<^gi^ ;  y^^  would  it  be  for  the  intereft  and  good  of  this  coun- 
try to  go  to  war  about  exerting  it  ?  As  to  the  forces  of  the 
two  coontriest ;  fpeaking  of  our  own,  however  high  our  dif-    ' 
€ipline  might  be  fuppofed  to  be,   yet  compared  with  many 
omer  countries,  it  would  be  found  very  inferior ;  but  yet 
that  the  courage  and  fpirit  of  our  people  fupplied  that  def&ft. 
That  tki"  forces  of  America,  though  certainly  inferior  to  ours 
ift  di£cipliiie,  yet  they  were  already  much  beyond  any  thin^ 
we  had  any  idea  of,  and  would  in  the  courfe  of  war  be  trainea 
and  as  well  difciplined  as  ours.     In  point  of  courage,  he  - 
oould  make  no  dimn£tion  wherever  a  JBriton  dwelt :  but  this 
every  body  muft  remark,  that  there  was  a  certain  fpring  and 
zeal,  which  an  animation  for  liberty  always  gave,  beyond 
any  other  caufe.     Suppofing  each  party  to  have  an  army  of 
50,000  men,  he  thought  the  Americans  would  prove  a  match 
for  the  Britifh  troops,  as  they  contended  upon  principle  for 
liberty,  which  he  thought  would  render  them  fupcrior  to  our 
advantage  from  difciphne.     As  to  that  part  of  the  projpofed 
bill  which  related  to  the  commiiSoners,  he  could  fay  little, 
as  nothing  had  been  explained  ;  only  diat  fo  far  as  his  opi- 
nion and  vote  went,  he  would  never  truft  any  power  to  any 
commiffioners  whatfoever,  without  a  diftinft  and  dircft  line 
laid  down  in  Pariiament.    The  fubjeft  of  military  obedience 
having  been  ftarted,  it  might,  in  the  eves  of  fome,  look  like 
an  unworthy  (hrinkin^  from  the  queftion,  if  he  did  not  fay 
a  few  words  to  it.     He  did  not  imagine  there  could  be  any 
ftrucgle  in  the  mind  of  a  military  man  fo  dreadful,  as  .any 
doubtt  of  this  kind.     There  was  a  great  diifercnce  bctyrcen 
a  foreign  war,  where  the  whole  community  was  involved, 
and  a  domeftic  war  on  points  of  civil  contention,  wherein 
the  community  was  divided.     In  the  firft  cafe,  no  officer 
ought  to  call  m  queftion  the  juftice  of  his  country :  in  the 
latter,  a  military  man,  before  he  drew  his  iword  againft  his 
fellow-fubjefts,  ought  to  aflc  hknfelf,  whether  the  caufe  was 
juft  or  no  ?  He  quoted  the  ftory  of  the  maffacre  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, and  the  anfwer  of  the  Count  de  Torden,  and  concluded 
with,  that  if  he  thought  of  thi»  ofe  as  de  X^rden  did  of  that, 

E;  e  a  all 
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all  emoluments;*  nay  the  facrificc  of  what  j^ple  in  his  fitna^ 
tioil  held  dcareft,  their  honour,  all  this  would  be  nothing  in 
the  fcale  with  his  confcicnce :  he  never  could  draw  his  fword 
in  the  caufc. 
jitti^rftiy  The  Attorney  General  [Mr,  Thurloc.]     Let  the  honour- 

Qentrai  i^^ji^  gentleman  juftify  his  confcience  to  himfelf,  but  not  hoid 
it  out  as  a  point  of  doftrine  to  be  taken  up  in  a  certain  quar* 
ter  and  line  of  fervice,  where  his  opinions  might  be  fuppoied 
to  have  very  great  influence ;  for  if  thofe  opinions  were  once 
cilablifhed  as  matter  of  do£trine,  they  muft  necefiarily  go  tso 
a  diffolution  of  all  government.  Turning  to  Mr.  Burfce's 
late  propofition,  he  faid,  howevef  amuling  and  ing^ntous  it 
was,  it  drew  to  no  conclulion,  and  though  called  .apnopofi- 
tion,  ended  in  no  propofition  at  all :  it  talked  of  coiftciliatioti 
and  union  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  without 
ftating,  in  any  one  inftance,  the  relation  in  which  they  do 
or  ought  to  uand.  He  gave  an  account  of  what  he  called 
the  general  fpirit  of  oppoiition,  in  which  he  faid,  the  oppo- 
fit  ion  having  got  beyond  all  line  of  reafoning,  they  did  no- 
thing but  fcold  at  arguments  which  they  could  not  refute. 
He  now  clearly  underaood  the  noble  Lord's  [Lord  North] 
propofition,  and  he  approved  of  it,  becaufe  it  retained  the 
habitual  exercife  of  taxation,  and  left  an  opening  to  Ame- 
rica, of  a  permiflion  to  raife  her  fhare  of  fupply, towards 
the  common  defence,  by  granting  it  in  her  own  afiemblies, 
and  giving  it  in  her  own  way.  On  this  ground  he  was  wil- 
ling to  comcide,  not  only  in  a  plan,  but  in  any  thing  that 
might  give  a  ground  for  a  conciliation  with  America  ;  yet 
he  thought,  the  only  fure  and  permanent  ground  would  be 
to  define  the  relation  between  the  mother-country  and  her 
colonies.  He  added,  that  as  Attorney  General,  he  had  a 
right,  by  writ  of  Jcire  faciasy  to  fet  afide  every  charter  in 
Ajfnerica :  but  that  in  our  prefent  fituation  fuch  a  procefs 
would  be  juftly  the  objeft  of  ridicule,  for  the  conduA-  of 
America  was  not  a  matter  for  judicial  but  Parliamentary  ani- 
madverfion. 
Mr.  SurU*  Mr.  Burke^  The  plan  of  this  year  is  to  enforce  the  con- 
ciliatory motion  of  laft  year  by  military  execution.  To  the 
charge  of  not  having  defined  the  relation  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonics,  he  replied,  that  the  filly,  wicked 
attempt  to  define  it,  had  been  the  firft  and  continued  caufe 
of  their  prefent  difunion. 
Oen.  Cc«»  General  Conway,  to  explain ;  on  points  wherein  his  cha- 
*"^'  rafter,  his  duty  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  intereft  of  the  pub- 
lic 
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lie  might  be  involved,  he  hoped  the  Hoofe  would  indulge 
him  to  exj^in  himfelf •  He  very  feldom  recoUefied  the  words 
he  had  ufed  in  the  heat  of  argument,  and  could  not  therefore 
recoUeft  what  might  have  been  his  words  on  this  occafion  : 
it  was  a  peculiar  part  of  his  charaSer,  upon  any  point  in 
which  he  was  warm 'and  interefted,  as  he  always  was  on  this 
bulincfs  of  America.  He  might  probably  uie  ftrong  ex- 
preffions,  which  went  beyond  the  line  of  his  deliberate  opi- 
nion ;  if  he  faid  any.  thing  which  carried  a  fenfe,  fuch  as 
that  which  had  been  imputed  to  him  by  the  learned  gentle- 
man, [the  Attorney  General!  he  did  not  mean  it ;  andwhat 
he  meant  to  fay,  was,  that  if  he  thought  the  caufe  pofiuvely 
and  direfily  unjuft,  it  mi^ht  fo  preis  upon  liis  confcience-, 
that  he  might  decline  fervine  in  it. 

GovtTDor  Johnjione  faid,  he  would  not  make  any  apolo*  |^«*- >*»- 
logy  to  the  Houfe  for  the  late  hour  of  the  night ;  for  let  the^'"'' 
hour  be  what  it  would,  the  fubjeft  was  of  that  importance, 
no  hour  could  be  too  late- for  the  mature  and  deliberate  con- 
iideradon  of  it.  I  will  now  tell  you  as  a  failor,  that  you  will 
deftroy  the  Weft  India  trade  by  this  barring  up  of  tne  ports 
of  North  America ;  and  if  you  (hould  not  do  that,  you  will 
at  leaft  double  the  infurance  on  that  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion ;  you  will  ftarve  the  iflands,  and  uniting  them  in  the 
fame  caufe  with  North  America,  drive  them  to  revolt  alfo. 
In  anfwer  to  Sir  George  Hay,  he  faid,  that  adminiftradon 
had  both  uled  unlawful  power,  and  lawful  power,  arbitra- 
rily. Great  Britain  is  the  only  government  in  the  world 
which  has  found  out  the  art  of  carrying  power  to  the  dif- 
tant  parts  of  the  empire,  by  fatisfying  the  people  that  they 
are  in  fecurity  againft  oppreflion.  You  cannot  govern  the 
colonies  without  carrying  this  power  to  the  fpot ;  that  inftead 
offending  it  with  the  neceifary  and  conftitutional  checks, 
you  are  ^oiog  to  fend  out  a  conmiii&on  to  exercife,  not  the 
conftitutional,  but  the  di&atorial  power  of  the  crown. 

The  Houfe  divided  upon  the  amicndment.    For  it  64  ^ 
againft  it  192. 

Novimber  21. 

No  bufinefs.    Not  members  fufficient  to  ballot  for  a  com^ 
mittee  to  try  a  controverted  election. 
NoVimhir  22. 

Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  an  Mr.  F»x, 
Recount  of  the  expences  of  the  ftaff^  hofpitals,  extraordina- 
rics,  and  all  military  contingencies  whatsoever,  of  the  array 
in  America,  from  Auguft  1773  to  Auguft  1775,  inclufive. 

He 
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He  had  drawn  up  the  motion  in  thefe  words,  becaufe  it  'mioiii 
lay  open  an  aftonifhing  fcenc  of  miniAerial  ddufion  held  out 
by  the  pretended  eftiniate  laid  before  tke  Houfe  a  few  days 
ago.  It  Would  bring  the  ftaff  into  the  full  glare  of  day, 
which  has  been  hitherto  artfully  held  back  ;  it  wo«ld  Ihew, 
that  the  expence  of  the  ordnance  this  year  had  exceeded 
any  one  of  the  duke  of  Mattboroueh^s  cai^aigns,  whik 
in  the  midft  of  repeated  vidories,  he  was  ifnmortalizii^ 
the  Britifh  name  ;  and  it  would  coavihGe  the  greateS 
court  in6dels,  of  the  temerity  of  the  minifter,  who^  to  the 
very  laft  day  of  the  feflSon,  inbfted  and  declaim,  that  the  mi- 
litary IJa^ice,  in  every  branch,  and  under  every  deferipdoo, 
was  amply  provided  for;  that  all  his  arrangementa  were 
made  ;  and  who  thus  durft,  in  the  bare  article  of  the  ord- 
nance alone,  incur  a  debt  of  upwards  of  a40,0(xd«  He  faid 
it  would  be  a  farce  to  (it  any  longer  in  that  houfe,  if  accounb 
•  of  this  nature  were  refufed  ;  that  the  motion  was  parliamen- 
.  tary  ;  that  it  would  convey  no  fecret  to  the  enemy ;  and 
within  his  own  knowledge  or  reading,  he  never  heani  of  an 
inftance  where  fudi  informations  were  denied,  unlels  in  in- 
ftances  where  it  was  impoffible  to  comply  with  them ;  (iich  as 
the  accounts  deiired  not  having  been  received,  or  officially 
made  up.  Aware  of  this,  he  would  be  pcrfeftly  fatisfied  widi 
copies  of  thofe  already  come  to  hand,  or  of  grofs  compuu- 
tions  made  by  eftimate,  and  wait  with  pleafure  for  the  remain- 
der, till  the  miniftry  could  venture  to  face  die  public,  and 
an  cnfuTcd  majority,  with  the  difgraceful  contents* 
Ld.  Ntrth.  Lord  North  faid,  tliat  part  of  the  accounts  were  on  the  ta- 
ble ;  and  that  tlie  honourable  gentleman  would  have  them  all 
regularly  at  the  proper  feafon. 
Mr.  7«r-  Mr.  Jenkinfon  faid,  part  of  the  accounts  now  called  for, 
hinfrn.  come  in  under  the  head  of  fervices  incurred  and  not  provided 
for  bv  Parliament ;  and  that  the  other  part  of  the  account 
would  come  when  tie  returns  were  received  fiom  America. 
Ht.  Hon.  Rt.  hon.  y.  Townfhend  faid,  it  was  very  difficult  to  coUe£t  the 
A*  ^r^*"  *^^  meaning  of  what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  lord  <m  the 
*  treafury-bench,  and  his  confidential  friend  and  powerful  fup- 
porter  who  fpoke  laft.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentleman 
who  madesdie  motion  had,  by  his  candour  and  previous  ex* 
planation,  precluded  them  from  reforting  to  fuch  pitiful  eva« 
nons,  andmanifeft  impofirion.  The  honourable  gentleman 
defired  no  more  intelligence  than  what  might  be  eafily  ob- 
tained, than  what  they  had  in  their  aftual  poiTeffion.  But 
they  very  logically,  -  at  Itait  very  humoFOufly,)  tell  him. 
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*^.  We  have  not  231  tbe  iaformation  you  want  in  our  power, 
therefore  we  are  refolved  you  fhall  have  nonej^* 

Mr.  Hartley  (hewed  the  propriety  of  the  meafure  on  the  MrJ2^%. 
ground  of  parliamentary  ul'age,  and  predicted  that  admini- 
ftration  would  fuflFer  more  in  the  eyea  of  the  public,  by  with* 
heading  the  information,  than  by  difclofing  it.  It  was  im« 
poffible  but  the  nation  at  laft  muft  be  convinced  that  their 
works  could  not  bear  the  light,  when  they  kept  every  thing 
in  profound  darknefs. 

Mr.  Burke  prefled  the  neceflity  of  the  motion,  as  it  might  Mr.  Surkt. 
be  the  means  of  informing  the  Houfe  of  the  probable  expen- 
ces  of  the  next  campaign,  formed  on  the  comparative  fcale,  of 
the  proportionate  expence  of  an  army  of  8500  and  25600. 
men,  which  would  be  the  refpeftive  military  armaments  of 
the  years  1775  and  1776. 

Sir  George  Sauile  obfervcd,  he  had  fat  in  fome  very  com-  Sir  o.  ^#- 
pliant  dutiful  Parliaments  ;  but  if  die  miniftcr  wasaole,  by*"^' 
his  ma^ic  influence,  to  put  a  negative  upon  this  motion,  the 
prefent  would  be  one  of  the  moft  polite  and  wdl^bred,  he 
would  not  fay  flaviih,  fordid^  and  corrupt,  he  had  ever  the 
honour  to  fit  m.  However,  be  did  not  think)  that  cither  the 
mana^rs  or  the  matnaged  a&ed  with  fufficient  dexterity  and 
addreto,  for  they  both  had  already  a  falvo  for  every  thing. 
Amertfsa  is  to  be  conquered  ;  America  is  t6  be  taxed  ;  t£e 
expence  will  be  great  ;  but  what  of  that  ?  We  (hall  not  only 
Goaquev  thefe  rebels,  but  we  fhall  likewife  compel  them  to 
pay  oar  debts,  and  bear  our  burdens.  What  occafion  then 
for  coQceftling  an  expence,  which  will  be  i-epaid  at  the  rate  of 
1000  per  cent  ?  What  occafion  to  fend  the  poor  country  gen- 
tlctneui  with  their  fingers  in  their  mouths,  or  tongue-tied, 
down  to  their  counties  or  boroughs,  when  they  might  at  once 
be  permitted  to  tell  the  truth.  The  laft  campaign  coft  one 
miUioa  and  a  half ;  this  will  coft  five  ;  but  then  we  Ihall,  in 
the  end,  be  able  to  make  Anterica  pay  fifty.  This  would  be 
ading  like  wiie  and  firm  mioiflers.  It  would  be  arming  the 
country  gentlemen  with  fafts  ;•  they  love  good,  round,  ftroi^^ 
i^ncontradidied  ail^rtions  ;  and  if  by  next  November  our  af- 
fairs^ (houki  grow  worle,  and  that  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  tell 
our  conftiments  that  the  army  and  the  land-tax  muft  be  dou- 
bled—-—What  of  that  ag^aift  >  Why,  let  the  minifters,  as 
they  rife  in  their  demands,  improve  in  their  wifdom  and  firm- 
neis^ahd  inftruft  the  toontry  gentlemen  to  tcU  their  confti- 
tuentsat  Oiriftmaa  1776,  as  they  muft  tell  them  at  Chrift* 
°>as  1 775^  that  adminifiration  was  deceived.  • 

The 
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The  queftion  was  put,  and  it  pafled  in  the  negative  with- 
out a  divifion. 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burkc  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to 
his  Majcfty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  plcafed  to  give  direc- 
tions to  the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  copies 
of  all  afis  of  aflfembly^  paiTed  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  iilands 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  by  which  the  duties  commonly  called  the 
four  and  a  half  per  cent,  duties,  have  been  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty.     Agreed  to. 

He  then  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 
Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direftions 
that  there  be  laid  before  mis  Houit  an  account  of  the  amount 
of  his  Majefty*s  quit- rents  in  the  feveral  provinces  of  North- 
America.  ' 

'SolkUorCiti,  Mr.  Solicitor  General  oppofed  the  motion,  as  difreipe£tfal  to 
his  Majefty,  thedifpofal  of  thcfc  duties  being  entirely  within 
hisownpower^ 

La.  Xftrth.  Lord  North  faid^  that  the  money  thus  granted  was  appro- 
priated to  the  maintenance  of  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and 
therefore  could  not  come  properly  before  ParlisUnent^  which 
it  was  well  known  had  no  controul  over  it. 

Gov.  Pw-      Governor  Pownatl  faid,  the  motion,  if  agreed  to,  would 

•^^«  create  another  diipute  with  America.    So  far  as  this  was  the 

private  revenue  or  the  crown,  every  b^dy  muft  know  Parlia- 
ment never  meant  to  intermeddle  with  it,  not  even  to  audit  it. 
If  the  mover  had  any  view  to  audit  and  controul  the  revenues 
raifed  by  the  Amencan  aflcmblies,  that  was  what  thev  had 
i  always  entertained  the  higheft  jealoufy  of,  and  wouki  open 
another  very  ferious  difpute.     PaiTed  in  the  negative. 

The  Houfe  in  a  committee  of  fupply  having  voted  47,4001. 
I2s.  for  the  raifing  and  pay  of  a  Hignland  regiment  of  two 

Sir  John     battelions.  Sir  JeSn  fVrotteJky  defired  to  know,  if  the  officers 

prmttfi^.  appointed  to  thofe  two  battalions  were  to  be  taken  fitom  the 
half-pay  lift,  or  were  to  be  new  ones  ;  becaufc,  if  the  latter, 
he  fliould  certainly  give  his  vote  againft  agreeing  widi  the 
committee  in  the  propofed  refobition. 

Lord  BMr*»      Lord  Bartington  replied,  that  he  did  not  believe  there  could 

rington.  \^  Highland  officers  fufficient  procured  from  the  half-pay  lift ; 
but  as  General  Frazer,  who  is  to  be  their  colonel,  was  m  the 
Houfe,  he  could  probably  give  the  committee  better  informa- 
tion on  that  head. 

Ctn^Prazir  General  Frazer  confirmed  i^at  Lord  Barriflgton  faid,  re- 
ipefting  the  want  of  a  fufficient  nimibcr  of  Highland  officers 
being  on  the  half-^pay  lift  ;  and  faid,  that  he  had  himfelf  re* 
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corhmended  an  officer  who  was  a  young  man  of  fortune,  fa- 
mily, and  great  ablities.  He  thought  all  the  officers  ought  to 
be  of  Norm-Britain*  This  mode  of  railing  the  men,  he  in- 
lifted,  would  be  a  public  favirtg  of  two-fifths  of  the  levy- 
money  ;  for  the  levy-money  of  the  two  battalioils  would  not 
be  more  than  three  pounds  or  guineas  a  man,  while  that  of  the 
other  regiments  is  nvc  pounds  or  guineas  a  man; 

General  fforT;<y  difapproved  of  raifing  Aew  corps,  and  ex-^**^"^*"- 
prcfflyofthis*  '^^• 

Lord  North  faid,  troops  could  not  be  raifed  in  the  Ordinary  id.  North. 
way,  therefore  he  had  adopted  this.     This  mode  had  been  ta- 
kcQ  before,  and  with  fucccfs  ;  though  he  did  not  quite  ap- 
prove of  it,  yet  he  believed  there  was  no  other* 

Lord  Barrington  faid,  he  never  approved  of  new  levies  ;  Lord  Bar^ 
they  were  a  hurt  to  the  fervice  in  general,   mifchievous   in'''>^'««- 
their  confcquenccs,  and  expenfive  to  the  ftate  ;  but  if  men 
were  not  to  be  had  in  any  otlier  manner,   we  muft  fubmit  to 
the  neceffity  of  the  meafure* 

The  Houfe  next  went  into  a  committee  on  the  indemnity 
bill,  and  ordered  it  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  tlic  24th. 

Hon.  Mr.  Mar/ham  gave  notice,  that  he  would,  on  tliatHot.  Mr. 
day,propofean  amendment  to  the  preamble;  for  in  its  prefent^*^^*** 
form  it  was  an  infult  upon  the  Houfe,  and  a  mockery  upon 
the  nation. 

The  militia  bill  was  then  read  a   third  time,   Sir  George  Sir  G.Savl^ 
Savile  offisred  a  rider,  to  limit  its  duration  to  feven  years. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fox  attacked  the  bill,  the  framers,  the  advifers,  and  ^'■*  ''«*• 
in  fhort,  every  fingle  objeft  which  it  held  out,  particularly 
as  it  would  be  the  means  of  encreafing  and  extending  the  pre- 
rogative of  die  crown.  In  the  couri'e  of  his  fpeech  he  men- 
tioned the  addrefs  from  the  firft  battalion  of  the  Devonfhirc 
militia.  He  fuppofed,  they  wanted  to  alienate  the  King 
ffom  the  people,  to  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their 
fellow-fubjefts  :  fuch  men,  he  thought,- ought  not  to  be  truft-  ' 
ed  with  arms.  The  Attorney  General  may  be  ordered  to 
profecute  the  perfons  complained  of  in  the  addrefs,  and  if 
wanted,  they  might  come  in  to  affift  the  law ;  that  was  their 
ftation. 

Mr,  jlcland  (who  prefented  the  addrefs)  faid,  he  thought  Mr, -A/tf«rf. 
the  honourable  gentleman  pointed  at  him.     He  was   no  ad- 
venturer or  place-hunter  ;  he  was  a  gentleman  of  indepen- 
dent fortune,  who  voted  purely  in  conformity  with  his  len- 
VoL.  III.  .  F   f  timents. 
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timents,  withoilt  any  finifler  views  whatever.  Men  of  pro- 
perty who  had  much  at  flake,  who  could  have  no  intereft 
hut  the  public  intereft,  were  furely  the  fitteft  perfons  to  be 
truftcd  with  arms,  not  thofe  of  reduced  fortunes,  &c.  [/«- 
terrupted  hy  Mr,  Burke.'] 

Mr.  Fwr.  ^Ir.  Fox  replied,  he  had  a  qualification  which  was  lufiici- 
ent,  and  that  it  was  the  firft  time  he  ever  h6ard  any  man 
take  any  liberties  in  that  Houfe  on  account  of  his  fortune, 
whether  real  or  ideal ;  faid,  ftanding  as  he  did,  he  funpofed 
he  had  as  good  a  right  to  fpeak  as  any  man  in  that  Houfe, 
and  would  not  be  interrupted.  \^Here  the  Houfe  inter pofti^ 
afid  the  altercation  went  no  further,] 

Ld.  iisrtb.  Lord  t^orth  vindicated  Mr.  Acland.  Said,  the  militia  be- 
in^  a  conftitutional  ho^yj,  might  with  great  propriety,  as  a 
militarjr  bodj',  at  any  time,  addrefs  the  throne  u^n  the  Hate 
of  public  affairs,  to  exprefs  their  loyal  difpofitions  to  his 
Majefly,  and  promife  any  exertions  in  fuoport  of  the  crown. 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Burke  faid,  he  was  glad  the  noble  Liord  had  fpoke  out, 
hecr.ufe  he  had  now,  by  this  declaration,  given  a  clear  Inlight 
into  his  fyftem  and  principles  of  adminiftration.  If  this 
were  conflitutional  and  juftifiable,  there  was  an  end  of  the 
liberties  of  this  country ;  and  that  however  nominally  we 
were  free,  we  were  from  this  inftant,  in  faft,  fubje£t  to  mi- 
litary government ;  for  if  the  crown  can  at  any  time  draw 
forth  the  fuffrages  and  fupport  of  the  militia  (all  officers 
appcrinted  by  the  crown)  that  it  had  all  the  difadvantages  of 
a  flanding  army,  and  more  danger  attending  it  from  the  pre- 
polfeffions  in  favour  of  a  militia,  and  that  unguarded  confi- 
dence which  their  fellow-citizens  placed  in  them  preferable 
to  the  army.  He  had  hitherto  been  a  friepd  to  the  militia  ; 
but  from  this  time  he  muft  look  upon  them  with  a  jealous 
eye  ;  and  he  thought  it  as  fafc  for  the  guards  to  addrefs  the 
Kin  J  in  a  body,  as  any  provincial  corps  of  the  militia. 

v.r.Mt>jfy.  Mr.  Moyfey  oppofed  the  bill,  as  an  unneceffary  cxtcn- 
fion  of  the  prerogative.  He  ftated  the  law,  as  it  fiood  in- 
dependent of  the  propofcd  alteration,  and  argued  that  every 
rcalbnable  purpofe  of  a  militia  eftablifhment  being  merely  lo- 
cal, was  already  amply  provided  for  by  the  laws  m  being. 

The  queftion  being  put,  that  the  bill  do  pafs,  the  Houfe 
divided.     Ayes  162;   noes  26. 

November  23. 
The  refolution  the  committee  of  fupply  came  to  yefterday 
(relative  to  a  new  corps  of  Highlanders)  was  reported,  and 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Fox.    They  contended, 
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that  it  would  be  faddling  the  half-pay  lift  with  a  heavy  cxr 
pence  in  future,  and  for  the  prefent,  would  have  the  effcft* 
of  loading  the  public,  to  the  amount  of  the  half-pay  of  a^ 
many  officers  as  might  be  incorporated  into  tlie  new  levies. 

Lord  Barrington  laid,  that  new  levies  were  very  difngree-  Lord  Bar^ 
able;  and  in  fad,  he  did  not  like  the  meafure,  though   \x.rington. 
was  thought  right  by  thofe  in  office,  that  were  better  judges, 
and  better  informed  than  he  was.     Yet  he  looked  upon  him- 
felf  as  accountable  as  if  he  had  aftually  adviled  the  meafure. 

Lord  North  faid,  he  had  been  often  told  he  was  no  more  Ld.  N9rtb. 
than  the  oftenfible  minifter,  he  therefore  might  excufe  him- 
felf  by  faying,  he  was  not  prepared  with  his  anfwer  till  he 
had  got  his  inftruftions.  He  would  not  fay  he  direftly  ad- 
vifed  the  meafure,  but  was  willing  to  declare,  that  in  con-' 
junftion  with  the  reft  of  the  King's  fervants,  he  had  ma- 
turely confidered  it,  and  thought  it  the  moft  eligible  method 
of  raifinff  men  on  the  prefent  emergency  ;  for  he  was  forry 
to  be  obliged  to  acquaint  the  Hou^,  that  the  recruiting  fer- 
vice  was  very  far  from  being  fuccefsful ;  and  by  the  plan  of 
operations  already  agreed  on,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  for- 
ces fhould  be  ready  for  embarkation  early  in  the  fpring. 

The  refolution  agreed  to. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  forgoing  into  a  com- 
mittee on  the  Nova  Scotia  petition,  and  the  Speaker  being 
about  to  leave  the  chair,  Mr.  Burke  objefted  to  it ;  as  did 
alfo  Mr.  Dempfter,  and  Mr.  Fox.  They  contended  that 
the  Nova  Scotia  petition  had  been  brought  into  the  Houfe 
by  furprize,  late  at  night ;  and  that  the  authenticity  of  thef 
fignatures  of  the  petitioners,  ftyling  themfelves  the  fpeaker 
and  aflembly  of  the  province,  had  not  been  proved  ;  tliey 
infiftcd,  that  Mr.  Cumberland,  the  agent  for  Nova  Scotia, 
fliould  be  called  in  and  examined,  while  the  Speaker  was  in 
the  chair. 

This  was  oppofed  by  Lord  North,  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  &c. 
It  was  agreed  to  go  into  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Cumber- 
land was  called  in.  He  was  alked  if  he  new  any  thing  of 
the  petition  then  before  the  committcee;  he  faid,  he  knew 
nothing  of  it.  He  was  (hewn  the  fignature  of  the  fpeaker 
of  the  aflembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  alked  if  he  knew  it ; 
he  replied,  that  he  knew  the  gentleman's  hand-writing,  hav- 
ing received  feveral  letters  from  him;  but  he  did  not  know 
that  he  was  fpeaker  of  the  alfembly  till  he  was  now  inform  ■ 
cdofit.   [fVithJrew.] 

Lord  North  moved  die  following  refolutions,  Ld.  North. 

F  f  2  Refolvcd, 
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Refolvcd,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
the  propofition  contained  in  the  addrefe,  petition,  and  me-> 
njorial,  of  the  houfe  of  affembly  of  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  of  granting  to  his  Majefty,  in  perpetuity,  a  duty  of 
poundage,  ad  valorenij  upon  all  commodities  imported  into 
the  iprovince  of  Nova  Scotia,  not  being  the  produce  of  the 
Britifh  dominions  in  Europe  and  America,  (bay  fait  excep- 
ted) the  faid  duty  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Parliament,  is  fit  to 
be  accepted,  and  that  the  amount  of  the  faid  duty  lliould  be 
eight  pounds  per  centum,  upon  all  fuch  commodities* 

Rcfolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
when  and  as  foon  as  an  aA,  or  a£ls,  fhall  have  been  pafl'ed  by 
the  general  affembly  of  the  faid  province  of  Nova  Scotia, 
conformable  to  the  foregoing  relolution,  and  his  Majefty 
fliall  h.ave  given  his  royal  approbation  to  fuch  aft  or  afts, 
all  and  every  duty,  tax,  and  affeffment  upon  any  goods, 
ware^,  or  merchandize,  imported  into  the  faid  proviaec;;'  ahd 
which  duty,  tax,  and  affeflment  hath  been  impoljjd^  and  levi- 
ed within  the  faid  province,  by  any  aft  or  a^s  of  Parlia- 
ment now  in  force,  ought  to  ceafe  and  b^  difcontinued ; 
and  that,  for  fo  long  as  the  aft  or  afts  of  affembly  for  grant- 
ing to  his  Majefty  the  faid  poundage  duty  (hall  continue  in 
force,  no  pther  or  further  duties,  taxes,  or  affeffments  ct^ht 
to  be  impofcd  or  levied  by  aft  of  Parliament,  within  the 
faid  province,  except  fuch  duties  only  as  it  may  be  expedi- 
ent to  continue  to  levy,  or  to  impole,  for  the  regulation  of 
commerce,  the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  laft  mentioned  to 
be  carried  to  the  apcount  of  the  faid  province, 

Refolvpd,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
it  will  be  advifeable  to  admit  a  direft  importation  into  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia  by  his  Majcfty's  fubjefts,  in  fhips 
and  vpffels,  qualified  by  law,  of  all  wines,  oranges,  lemons, 
currants  and  raifins,  the  growth  and  produce  ot  any  foreign 
country  whatfoever,  provided  fuch  wines,  oranges,  lemons, 
currants  and  raifins,  be  imported  dircftly  from  the  place  of 
their  growdi  and  produce,  and  provided  alfo,  that  the  faid 
commodities  be  not  imported  into  any  other  port  or  place 
within  the  faid  province,  except  the  port  of  Halifax. 
Sir  Gewgt  Sir  Gcr^'gc  l^ofigc  laid,  he  would  mentipn  a  matter  which 
r^Pie,  ^\^  no):  fecm  to  occur  to  tjie  Houfe,  Which  was,  that  this 
favourite  petition  from  Nova  Scotia,  contained  the  fame 
doftrine,  held  the  fiime  language,  and  claimed  the  fame 
right  as  tlic  gencr*dl  congrefs  did  ;  namely,  of  granting  their 
o\vn  money.  The  Houfe  were  ftruck  with  this  obfcrvation. 
•  He 
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He  defired  the  petition  mi^t  be  read,  when  it  appeared 
in  tottdem  verbis  ;  upon  which  he  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  firft  refolution. 

**  That  when  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  may  require  any 
further  fupplies  from  Nova  Scotia,  requifitions  fhall  be  made 
in  the  ufual  manner  formerly  praftifed  in  North  America, 
whereby  the  faid  provinces  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
fhewing  their  duty  and  attachment  to  their  Sovereign,  and 
their  fenfc  of  the  caufe  for  which  fuch  requifition  was  made, 
by  which  means  only  his  Majefty  can  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  true  fenfe  of  his  people  in  that  diftant  country.'* 

Mr.  Burke  feconded  it ;  and  General  *  Conway  fupported 
it  ;  but  a  negative  was  put  upon  it. 

A  petition  of  the  merchants  of  London,  fubfcribers  there^ 
unto,  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  others  concerned  in  ,the 
commerce  and  tifheries  at  Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia, 
liland  of  St.  John's,  River  St.  Lawrence,  Coaft  of  Labra- 
dor, and  places  adjacent,  from  the  feveral  ports  of  London, 
Liverpoole,  Weymouth,  Topftiam,  Limpftone,  Exmouth, 
and  Tinmo.uth. 

And  the  faid  petition  was  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the 
petitioners,  during  the  prefcnt  year,  have  fuffered  very  great 
inconvenience  and  lofs,  in  carrying  on  their  trade  and  hllic- 
ries  at  Newfoundland  and  places  adjacent,  by  their  ufual  re^ 
fource  of  bread,  flour,  and  other  ncceffaries,  being  totally 
interrupted,  by  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  Ainerican  colonies ;  and  that,  although  the  pre- 
fent  price  of  corn  leaves  the  exportation  of  bread  and  nour 
entirely  open,  and  feems  to  make  this  application  unnecef- 
fary,  yet  as  the  price  of  both  may  advance,  fo  that  the  pro^- 
hibition  may  again  take  place,  the  petitioners  may  thereby 
failain  much  lofs  and  difappointment  in  their  buiinefs,  unlels 
a  timely  and  proper  relief  is  provided  by  the  Houfe,  in  cafe 
of  fuch  exigency  ;  and  that,  as  the  quantity  of  bread,  flour, 
peafc,  and  other  provifions,  allowed  to  be  exported  from 
certain  ports  iti  this  kingdom  to  Newfoundland,  under  the 
ad  of  the  14th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  will  not  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  fupply  to  carry  on  the  trade  and  mheries  while  an  in- 
terruption continues  in  their  fupply  from  America,  the  pe-. 
titioners  cannot  purfue  their  buunefs,  unless  they  have  li- 
berty to  export,  under  certain  limitations  and  rcftrifiions, 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  bread,  flour,  ^afe,  .^rout,  oatmeal, 
and  other  neceiTaries ;  and  as  confining  the  export  to  parti- 
cular perfons  and  diflrifts  has  been  foynd  injurious  in  a  ge« 
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rieral  commercial  view,  the  petitioners  hope  that  the  Hoiife 
will  think  it  expedient  to  allow  the  exportation  of  the  ne- 
ceffary  articles  to  be  extended  to  any  port  or  ports  in  Great 
Britain,  where  they  may  be  able  to  ODtain  them  upon  the 
moft  rcafonable  and  convenient  terms  ;   and  therefore  pray- 
ing the  Houfe  to  take  the  premifes  into  conilderation,  and 
grant  fuch  relief  therein  as  to  the  Houfe  Ihall  fcem  meet. 
November  24. 
The  order  for  the  third  reading  of  the  indemnity  bill. 
"Hon.  Mr.       The  Hon.  Mr.   Marfham  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
Marfiidm.    preamble  of  the  bill,     ^e  obferved,  that  the  words  as  they 
flood  at  prefent,  declaring  that,  >**  doubts  having  been  enter- 
tained of  the  legality  of  the  meafure."  were  an  inlult  upon  the 
good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  ;  for  by  what  conftru&ioh  of  law 
or  reafon,  was  it  poflible  to  prefume  a  necefEty  of  indemni- 
fying the  advifers  of  fuch  meafures,  while  the  whole  of  the 
offence  imputed  to  the  fuppofed   offenders,  was,  that  the 
pieafure  was  fubftantially  legal,  but  that  doubts  had  arifen 
in  fome  mtv^^  minds  relative  to  its  legality  }     This  was  a 
mockery,  he  contended,  too  grofs  to  be  endured.     He  ho- 
ped, therefore,  for  the  dignity  of  Parliament,  and  the  parti- 
cular refpcft  due  to  that  Houfe,  that  the  noble  Lord,  who 
brought  m  the  bill,  [Lord  North]  would  confent  to  amend 
the  preamble,  and  infert,  "  That  the  meafure  (viz.  offend- 
ing   the    Hanoverian   troops  to   Gibraltar  and   Minorca) 
was  not  warranted  by  law  and  againft  the  fpirit  of  this 
conftitution.^' 
Mr.  F.  Htf-     Mr. /i/mA'i/bffO^Wfeconded  the  motion.     He   infifted 
mfjvnod.     j^q^^  dangerous  foever  the  introducing  foreign  troops  into 
the  dominions  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  without  the 
confent  of  Parliament,  might  be,  the  precedent  to  be  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  prefent  bill  would  be  infinitely  more  ib ;   be- 
caulie  it  was  plain  it  cqjald  not  be  intended  to  indemnify  the 
minifter,  but  to  give  the  meafure   itfelf  the  fanftion  of 
Parliament. 
UuAmbkff     Mr.  Jmbler  oppofed  the  motion.     He  faid,  let  the  bill 
pafs  as  it  is,  it  can  do  no  harm,  for  it  left  the  matter  juft  as 
It  found  it ;  but  for  his  part,  he  could  not  poilibly  difcern 
theleaft  occafion  for  a^bill  of  indemnity,  as  where  there 
was  no  crime  conoimitted,  there  no  indemnification  could  be 
rcouired. 
Mr.  Dt         Mr.  De  Grey  contended,  that  his  Majefty's  advifers  were 
^^^*         perfeftly  juftified  in  the  advice  they  had  given.     That  the 
meafure  was  necefiary  ;>  and  the  neceffity  was  a  full  juftifi* 
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cation  of  it.     If  the  amendmeat  was  prefled,  he  thought  the 
bill  ought  to  be  withdrawn* 

Mr.  Scijeant  Admr  faid,  it  was  plain  beyond  gucftion,  that  j^,^  sen, 
if  his  Majcfty,  by  his  royal  prerogative,  could  introduce  fo-  Adair, 
reign  troops  into  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Britifti 
crown;  he  might  introduce  them  in  any  number  he  plcafed, 
and  into  every  place  he  thought  proper,  in  time  of  peace  as 
well  as  war.  He  obferved,  that  whether  we  coniidered  the 
law  as  it  flood  anterior  to  the  Revolution,  or  as  it  was  thea 
declared,'  it  was  evident,  that  even  keeping  a  (landing  army  of 
natives  was  contnary  to  law,  much  more  foreigners,  when* 
the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution  was  confidcred.  ' 

Mr.  Morton  affirmed  the  meafure  was  legal,  becaufe  it  was  Mr.  jif«rf«». 
taken  in  a  time  of  war. 

Mr.  Moyfey  protefted  againft  the  abfurdity  of  declaring  the  Mr.  A^/^. 
law  doubtful   in   a  great  confticutional   point,  and  leaving 
thofc  doubts  to  embrangle  pofterity  ;  he  then   entered  into  a 
difcuflion   of  the  legality   of  the  meafure,  which  he  argued 
was  in  dire£l  violation   of  the  bill  of  rights.     He  infifted, 
from  both  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  it,  that  the  provifton  agaihft' 
{landing  armies  was  coextenfive  with  this  empire,  ai«tf  dwelt  * 
much  upon  the  diftinflion  between  foreign  War  and  rebel* 
lion. 

Solicitor  Gemraly  [Mr.   Weddcrburne]   infiftcd  upon  ihc^o/kUerCeit* 
diftindtion  between  garrifons  and  troops  at  large,  alledgicd    •• 
many  paflages  in  the  condud  of  the  legiflature  to  warrant 
fuch  diftinSion,  even  in  the  frontier  forts  within  this  iHand. 
He  faid  the  check  which  Parliament  had  upon  the  ctown  in 
regard  to  the  army,  was  the  payment  of  the  troops*  and,  he 
faid,  if  the  meafure  in  qucftion  was  fit  and  beneficial   to  the 
public,  itfhould    be  ratified,  tho*  it  were  againft  law  ;  but, 
if  unfit  and  inexpedient,    (hould  be  condemned,   tho'  the 
letter  of  the  law  were  with  it,  .    •      - 

Mr.  Jdam  declared  his  opinion  againft  the  legality  of  theMr.^i^M. 
meafure. 

Sir  yfdam  Ferguson  infifted,  that  though  this  were  admitted  Sir  ^i^w 
to  be  a  time  of  war,  yet  the  calling  in  a  foreign  army  would '^"^'#'** 
always  have  wanted  an  indemnity  ;  that  both  the  literal  and 
fubftantial  meaning  of  the  bill  of  rights  clearly  itnported, 
that  no  military  force  whatever  had  a  right  to  be  kept  on 
foot  without  the  confcnt  of  Parliament.  The  matter  was 
indeed  fclf-evident,  for  it  fairly  amounted  to  this,  that  if 
cither  the  letter  could  be  evaded,  or  the  fpirit  explained 
away,  it  would  follow  that  the  law  enadted  nothings  and 
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that  the  King  of  Oreat  Britain  might  keep  any  numba-  of 
forces  he  pleafed  on  foot,  without  the  confent,  nay,  againft 
the  declarc^d  fenfe  of  ParJiaoient.  He  made  JTeveral  remarks 
on  the  queftion,   and  fome  obfervations  upon  the  mutiny 

aa. 

Right  bon.  .  Right  hon.7'.7im/iir/&^ndf  was reryfcvere  on  the  minifter;faid 
T.  r^toM"   he  came  before  the  Houfe  in  a  Atuation  no  minifter  ever  be- 
^'^         fore  ventured. .    He  had  violated  the  laws  of  his  country,  and 
had   the  efFrontry  to  come  to  Parliament,    not  to  be  in- 
demnified, but  to  make  Parliament  teftify  that  he  had  dune 
nothing  but  what  was  perfe£ily  juftifiable. 
llLuBMrkt,      Mr.  Burke  faid  he  had  heard  of  angelic  Parliaments,  heal- 
ing Parliaments,  diabolical  Parliaments,  wonder-working  Par- 
liaments,  but  never  till  now  of  a  doubting  Parliament.     He 
aiked,   did  the  gentlemen  of   the  loiig  robe^  thofe  of  the 
treafury-bench,  or  the   very  worfhipful  corps  calling  them- 
fclves  the  King's  friends,  doubt  ?  becaufe,  if  they  did,  he 
was  certain  there  was  not  a  fingle  perfon   in   the  Houfe 
befidcs,  who  doubted  that  the  meafure  was  dire£lly  againft 
law,  and  fubverfive  of  the  conftitution. 
UxMnrlm     AtUrmy  GemraU  [Mr.  Thurloe]  replied  to  Mr.  Serjeant 
Adair,^  to  explain  the  do^rine  of  non-refiftance,  he  had  on  a 
former  occanon  clelivered,  ij)..  which   he  made  his  dodlrine 
more  palatable  than  it  was  before. 
U.  Vmh.       Lord  UQrth  concluded  the  debate.     He  treated  the  argu- 
ments on  the  other  fide  with  fome  pleafantry,  but  did   not 
anfwer  them ;  and  obferved^  that  as  the  gentlemen   on  the 
one  fide  were  pofitive  for  the  legality;  and  the  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide  as  pofitive  for  the  illegality  \  he  thought  there 
could  be  no  impropriety  in  dating  the  law  to  be  doubtful. 

The  Houfe  divided  upon  the  amendment.— For  it  58  j 
againft  it  1 30.      \ 

Adjourned  to  November  27. 

November  27. 
Mr.  Aiacr-  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
■•■■  ^^'*^' Majcfty.  He  introduced  it  by  faying,  That  the  motion  which 
he  had  then  to  make,  relating  to  the  advifing  and  counfcU 
ling  the  King  in  matters  of  great  national  concern  \  an  ob- 
jed  of  no  fmall  importance ;  it  had  ever  been  confidered  as 
fuch  in  this  nation,  and  in  all  monarchies  where  the  intercft 
of  the  whole  employed  the  attention  of  the  individual  ;  and 
muft  efpecially  be  confidered  fo  by  thofe  (amongft  whom,  Jie 
faid,  he  ranked  himfclf)  who  were  moft  warmly  attached  to 
the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  moft  perfon^Uy 
affediionate  to  the  prefent  Monarch. 
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The  wifdom  of  our  conftitution,  he  faid,  had  never  at 
any  moment,  from  its  firft  eftabliflmient,  tiegle£^ed  this  moft 
important  province. 

The  g^at  council  of  the  nation^  the  hereflitaty  coiin* 
iellors  of  the  crown,  the  privy  councH,  were  atl  ilamest 
he  faidy  with  which  we  were  conftitutiondly  ilcquainted  $ 
and  that  the  oath  appointed  for  the  laft  made  any  argtinients 
from  him  unnecefiary  to  (hew  the  fuperlative  importance  of 
the  office. 

To  thefe^  Mr.  Oliver  faid,  his  motion  bad  ndt  atiy  re- 
ference. 

Modern  times,  he  faid,  had  prefented  us  With  hovel  infti-^ 
tutions^  and  that  we  now  talk  familiarly  of  a  cabinet  coiin- 
cil.  Very  modern  times,  he  faid,  had  breught  us  acquainted 
with  (bmething  farther  ;  and  theprefent  Houfe  of  Commons 
would  know  (which  preceding  Houfes  would  Hot  have 
kiiown)  what  was  meant  by  the  name  of  an  efficient  .cabihet 
council. 

Whether  tbefe  were  blemifhes  or  improvements  in  our 
Tyftem  of  government,  he  faid,  it  belonged  not  to  hlni  td 
pronounce ',  for  to  thefe  likewife  his  motion  had  not  any 
reference.  .      . 

His  motion,  be  faid,  Went  to  thofe,  who,  not  as  members 
of  any  of  the  councils  he  had  'mentioned,  !but  as  fomethmg 
ftill  more  efficient,  have  the  undoubted  merit  or  demerit  of 
counfelling  and  ddvifing  to  his  Majefty  the  late  meafures 
concerning  America,  before  thofe  meafures  were  brought 
forward  in  Parliament. 

That  there  were  fuch  counfellors  and  advifers,  be  faid^ 
he  took  to  be  an  undoubted  b& ;  and  that  he  muft  be  {Per- 
mitted to  entertain  his  own  private  opinion  of  the  veracity 
and  integrity  of  any  intelligent  perfon  who  fhould  ferioufly 
and  folemnly  declare  that  he  believed  there  were  none  of  this 
defcription. 

He  faid,  he  prefumed  it  would  not  be  denied  that  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  an  oftenfible  prime  minifter,  a  chan- 
cellor, and  a  refponlible  fecretary  of  ftate,  compofing  eveii 
this  efficient  cabinet  council,  had  been  over-^ruled  by  this 
fomething  ftill  more  efficient. 

There  was  one  meafure,  he  faid,  and  a  meafure  which  he 
conceived  to  be  the  moft  important  and  uncommon  thai 
ever  was  produced  in  an  Engliih  Parliament ;  the  e^blilh* 
ment  of  abfolute  defpotifm  in  Canada;  the  author  and  ad« 
vifer  of  which,  remains  to  this  moment  unknown.  Though 
approved,  and  adored,  and  adopted,  as  it  had  been,  by  Par- 
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lUfflcnt;  yet  no*  privy  cour>fellor^  no  cabinet,  no  Efficient 
xiabinet  counreltbr,  had  ever  yet  alTuined  its  merit  ^  butflill 
tQ  whom  it  had  been  ia^pgytedf.  had  invariably  difavowed  it. 

^he  unanimous  (foipplainty  he  Taid,  oF  aU'thofe  who  l^ad 
been  in  ^dminiftfation.  during  the  prefent'.  reign,  s^  wetf  as 
the  fre'quent  mortificatiba^hodiftf effing  embarr^rAent,  (blf- 
contraoi^^rbn^  t^ngiverfation,  apparent  inconftftency,  and 
feemiiigly  intehdea  impoHtion  on  Parliament,  of  thofe  Who 
z(c  n^w  in  admjniftntiof^  all  prove  the  «xiftence  d  ttiefe 
'  unknown  counfellors. 

HcSiid^  he  did  not  mean  -to  chgrge  the  prefent  admiaiftrafr 

tion  with  any-real  inconfiftency  in  their  o|}inion9,  or  with  any 

intention  themljelves  of  impoilng  on  Parliament ;  he  inti/ely 

acquitted  them  of  both*     He  believed  them  innocent  of  thefe 

..charg^9  for  they  were  obliged  to  give  way  to  an  efliciency 

they  could  ^not  counteract,  and   in  which  they  had  not  the 

ifmalleft  (hare. 

.. ,  ,jNow  thcfc  fuperrcfficient  counfellors,.  i>c  faid,.  for'hc 

*  knew  not  what  other  name  to  give  them,  were  the  fole  ob* 

jecSbof*  his  prefent  ipauiry.     Upon  thefci  iitf '  faid,  the  at* 

tentTon  of  the  ^Houfe  mould  fix  ;  as'that  of  the  nation  has 

.  long  been  fixed*    Thefe,  ^e  faid^  he  de&red  to  Have  decUred 

to  that  Houfe  authentically  ;' and  he  dc/irfed^  it  now,  when 

^  tjiey  .would  enjoy  the  full  popularity  to  which  thofe'  .riiea- 

lures  intitle  them^  ^hich  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  was  faid  to 

appro ve«  And  therefore  he  moved. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefeated  by  the  Hoiife  to' his 
Mi^efly^.  humbly  jiequefUng  that  his  Majefty'  would  be'  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  impart,  to  the  Honfe^  who.  were  the  origi- 
nsd  authors  and  advifers  toliis  Majefty  of  the  fqltowing  mea- 
sures, before  they  were  propofed  in  Parliament,  viz. 

For  taxing  America  without  the  content  of  its  aiTembties, 
for  the  purpofeof  a  revenue. 

.  For;extBndiAg  the  jurifdiClioR  of  the  courts  of  admifalty 
.  and  viipc-admiralty* 

.  for  uking  away  the  charter  of  the  Province  of  MifTa- 
cliifefs  Bay.  ^     f/ 

r  or  reftramtng  the  Amerfcan  fifheiy. 

for  Memptin^- murderers  from  trial  in'  America.. 
Qr^tranljpbrtiiig  acCufpd  cyloiiifts  to  England  for  trial. 
/    And  jnoft  efpccially^  ^dr  efiablifhing  popery  ^d  4efpo- 
tlfm  in  Cariada.    *        ,   " 
Mr.  5if«p.      Mt.  Sawhrldgi  Ccconitd  M!r.  Oliver's '  motion,  which,  he 
*^«4:'-.  /.  faicf,  lie  did  in  compliance  with  the  liiflrufbions  of  his  con- 
fiituents/   He^faid^  it  Was  his  Opinion/  that  refiflance  was 
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juftiliabic  even  to  a<3s  of  Parliament,  if  they  were  unjuft 
and-opprdfive.  lleYaid,  he  hiad  hitnfelf  once  been  in  dan- 
ger^ together  with  the  late  Mr.-  Beckford  and  Mr.  Tpwnf- 
hend»  of'  faflFcring  unjuftly  by  an  z&  of  Parliament ;  for 
that  one  gentleman  in  the  Houfe  [Mr.  Ellis]  had  come  pre* 
pared  with  a  ftrin'g  of  motions,  on  which  to  ground  z  bill 
of  pains  and  penalties,  although  the  only  crime  of  himfelf 
and  hi»  colleagues,  was  that  of  petitioning  the  King  for  a 
redrefs  of  grievances ;  but  that  this  intended  punifliment  had 
been  over-ruled  by  one  perTon  in  the  cabinet^  Whp  had  fenfe 
enough  to  fercfee,  that  if  they  went  on  with  perfdcudon, 
jnftead.of  having  one  "Wilkes  to  deal  with,  they  (hould  hav^ 
five. 

Mr.  Storer  rofe,  to  oppofc  the  motion.    He  faid,  the  mo.*  Mt.  Se9rer, 
tion  might  be  very  well  intended  ;  for  that  fdme  people  were 
apt  to  fafpeA  too  much,  and  fome  might  think  they  knew 
too  little;  but  he  thought  it   proceeded  from  a  very  unne-, 
ceflary  curiofity.     That  as  to  the  planner  and  original  contri- 
ver of  the  meafures,  no  doubt  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
the  treafury.muft  be  the  perfon;  and  thkt  he  could  not  fee 
why  all  the  Qther  moft  excellent  meafures  which  his  Lord- 
(hip  had. carried  through,  were  not  likewife  {niqiiifed  after,  as 
well  ^^  thbfe  mentioned  in  the  motion  ;  that  indeed  thete  was 
no  occailon  to  inquire  after  the  author  of   any  of  them, 
for  that  the  noble  Lord  had  himfelf  avowed  them  without  any 
inquiry. 

Mr.  IVtlkes.  The  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  the  ho-  Mr,  WUka. 
nourable  gentleman  has  moved  this  day,  is  fo  eflentially  dif- 
ferent from  all  other  late  addrefles  to  the  throne,  that  I  own 
it  meets  with  my  hearty  concurrence.'  I  think  it.  Sir,  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  to  know  the  original  authors  and  advifers 
of  this  pernicious  and  calamitous  war,  which  has  already  de* 
luged  with  hlood  a  part  of  America,  and  fpread  horror  and  . 
(fevaftation  through  that  whole  northern  continent.  When 
fo  many  provinces  of  the  empire  are  loft,  and  the  reft  a£tua11y 
engaged  in  a  cruel,  civil  war,  we  ought  not  to  fit  down  in  a 
crimmal  fupinenefs.  It  becomes  our  duty,  as  the  grand  in- 
queft  of  the  nation,  to  find  out  and  puhifh  the  delinquents, 
by  whofe  fatal  counfels  fuch  evils  have  been  brought  upon 
this  convolfed,  and  almoft  ruined,  ftate.  We  owe  it  to  tho 
people  at  large,  and  feveral  of  us  have  it  in  exprefs  charge 
from  our  conftituents. 

We  are,  I  fear,  Sir,  on  the  eve  of  an  eternal,  political  fe- 
paration  from  the  weftern  world,  unlefs  a  very  fpeedy  recon- 
ciliatioa  ihould  take  place.    If  the  prefent  motion  meets  with 
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fucceff^  I  am  fure  it  will  do  more  towrardy  «  fincere,  lafting 
and  hearty  uoion  inth  America,  than  all  the  captious  and  fal- 
iacioiu  jMTopofsds  of  adminiftratioh.  The  Americans^  wiO 
then  believe  we  indeed  define  a  reconciliation  with  them,  and 
they  will  at  length  begin  to  have  confidence  in  ourcounrds, 
when  they  fee  the  vengeance  of  Parliament  fall  on  the  authors 
of  our  common  calamities.  The  principles  of  violence  and 
injuftice,  which  have  hitherto  prevailed,  they  wilKee  {if  the 
Houfe  is  really  in  earneft  to  treat)  yield  to  equity  and  mode- 
ration ;  a  negotiation  on  fair,  equal,  and  iuft  terms,  may  en- 
fue,  and  a  getieral  tranquility  1ms  re-eftablifhed  in  an  empire^  * 
^hich  is  now  ihaken  to  its  verv  foundations. 

I  really  thinly.  Sir,  this  is  ^moflrthe  only  method  now  left 
of  extricating  ourfelves  with  honour  and  dignity  from  our 
prefent  alarming  difficulties.  You  have  voted  fleets  and 
armies,  and  your  forces  figure  greatly  in  the  expenfive  eftt- 
in  <tes  on  your  table.  But  the  minifter  knows  very  well  they 
Hre  not  equal  to  the  mad  projeft  of  fubjugating  the  vaft  con- 
tinent of  America,  nor  do  I  believe  the  whole  ftrength  of 
this  kingdom  adequate  to  fuch  an  attempt.  After  a  venf 
bloody  campaign  you  have  conquered  only  one  hill  of  kis 
than  a  mile's  circumference,  for  you  were  fuiFered  to  land  as 
friends  in  the  only  fea-port  town»  which  you  poffefs.  Would 
(he  noble  lord,  whom  his  Majefty  has  fp  lately  raifed  to  one 
pf  the  higheft  civil  offices,  if  he  were  fent  on  a  military  fer- 
vice  there,'  would  he  vcnti^re,  even  at  ^he  head  qf  the  whole 
Oritifh  cavalry,  to  advance  ten  miles  into  the  country  ?  He 
would  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  be  fo  rafli  as  to  make  the  attempt. 
And  is  any  minifter  weak  enough  to  flatter  himfelf  with  the 
conqued  of  all  North  America?  The  Americans  will  dif- 
pute  every  inch  of  territory  with  you  ;  a  train  of  moft  unfor- 
tunate events  will  probibly  enfue,  and  the  power  of  recrqlt- 
ine,  perhaps  fubfifting  yqur  forces,  at  fqch  a  diftance,  be 
loft.  After  an  unavailing  ftru^/glc  of  a  very  few  years,  when 
the  ruined  merchant  and  manufadiirer  befiege  your  doors,  yot; 
will  perhaps  think  of  naming  ambafladors  tp  the  general  con- 

f;refs,  inftead  of  your  prefent  wild  and  expenfive  job,  and 
arce,  of  (hirty  commiiponers,  with  a  falary  of  four  thoufaod 
pounds  each,  to  cry  Peace,  when  there  is  no  peace. 

Yet,  Sir,  I  thin^  pcj^ce  abfolutely  necefTary  between  Great 
Britain  and  America,  and  therefore  I  approve  the  prefeqt  mo- 
tion, as  holding  out  the  olive  branch.  The  Americans  arc 
rapidly  encreafing  in  population,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  ail 
t|ie  ufeful  arts  pf  life,  even  in  the  faihionable  art  of  murder? 
W6  ^*^r  own  fpecies.    The  late  yvorthy  governor  pf  fenfyl- 
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vania  declared  at  tbe  bar  of  the  other  Houfe,  that  the  province 
now  grew  more  com  than  wat  Aifficient  for  the  fupply  of  its 
inhabiuots ;  that  they  perfeAly  underftood  the  art  of  making 
gunpowder,  and  had  efleSed  it ;  that  mills  and  other  inftru-  . 
meats  for  faltpetre  had  been  ereded  with  fuccefs ;  that  the 
art  of  cafting  cannon  had  been  carried  to  great  perfedion^  as 
well  as  that  of  fabricating  fmall  arms  ;  and  that  they  were 
expert  in  ihip  building  beyond  the  Europeans.  He  declared 
likewife,  that  fingle  province  bad  adually  enrolled  20,000 
men,  and  had  4000  minute  men  ready  on  the  iirft  notice  of 
any  real  danger.  The  authentic  accounts  of  the  preparations 
for  the  forming,  training,  and  difciplinlng  troops  in  the 
Maflachufets  Bay  and  in  Virginia '  are  equally  formidable,  • 
nor  are  they  inconfidcrable  in  the  other  united  provinces. 
Every  idea  of  force  therefore  on  our  fide  muft  appear  infatua- 
tion. 

All  wife  legiflators.  Sir,  have  calcohited  the  ftrength  of  a  • 
nation  from  the  number  of  its  inhabi^nts,  the  laborious, 
ftrong,  and  active.  The  population  in  moft  parts  of  A  me* 
rica  is  doubled  in  the  courfe  of  ninetden  or  twenty  years, 
while  that  of  this  iiland  is  known  ratMer  to  have  decreafed 
fince  tbe  year  1692*  The  emigrations  of  late  from  the  three 
kingdoms  have  been  amazing  and  alarming.  Our  own  peo- 
ple have  fled  in  multitudes  from  a  government,  under  which 
they  ftarved.  It  appears  from  the  niceft  calculations,  that 
many  more  of  our  fellow-fubjefls  have  left  this  kingdom  for 
America,  never  to  return— ^than  I  believe  adminiftration  has 
hitherto  (ent  in  their  pay  both  of  our  lleets  and  armies,  never 
to  return  j  in  any  confiderable  proportion  I  mean  of  the  force 
fent.  The  Americans,  Sir,  are  a  pious  and  religious  people. 
With  much  ardour  and  fuccefs  &ey  follow  the  firft  great 
command  of  Heaven,  Be  fruitful  and  multiply.  While  they 
are  fervent  in  thefe  devout  exercifes,  while  the  men  continue 
eoterprifing  and  healthy,  the  women  kind  and  prolific,  all 
your  attempts  to  fubdue  diem  by  force  will  be  ridiculous  and 
unavailing,  and  be  regarded  by  them  with  fcorn  and  abhor* 
rence.  They  are  daily  ftrengthening,  and  if  you  lofe  the  . 
prefent  moment  of  reconciliation,  to  which  this  motion 
tends,  you  lofe  all.  America  may  now  be  reclaimed  or  re* 
gained,  but  cannot  be  fubdued. 

Gentlemen,  Sir,  do  not  feem  to  have  confidered  the  aflo-* 
nifhing  difadvantages,  under  which  we  engage  in  this  conteft 
a^init  tbe  combined  powers  of  America^  not  only  from  the 
diftance  and  natural  ftrength  of  the  country,  but  the  peculiar 
and  fortunate  circiimft^nces  of  a  young,  rifing  empire.  The 
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congoefs,  Sir,  hate  not*the.monft(x>|i<  load  of' a  debt  of  ^ 
above  one  hnndrad  and  rorty.inillion&,  like  our  Parli4(nent»  to 
ftniggle.'wlthi  the  VelF/  ifttsreft^of 'vtrbiclvwpuld  fwallbv  up  all 
their  taxes ;  nof  aniimeroufiMid  hungry  bai^d  of  ufelels  place- 
.  men -and  penfioners  t^  provide  for^.  aor  hjs.J^ixuKyi'yec/en'n'- 
vtfttd'thetr  minds  or  bodies.  Every  itilling.tKey  raifev  will 
&x  to  the  man  who  fights  the  battles  of  his  country*  They 
let  out  like  a  young  heir  wUh-  a  noble  landod  eftate,  unin- 
cumbered with  enbrnoous^  family-  debts,  .while  nve  appear 
the  poor,  old,  feeble,  exhaufted,  and  ruined  parent ;  but  ex- 
htnfted  and  ruined  by  our  own  wiclcednefs  and  profligacy, 

•'Shy  1  daily  hear  the- Americans,  who  glow  with  a  divine 
z^al'for  liberty'  in  all  its ,  branches,  mifreprefented.  in  this 
Houfe,  and  the  oftenfible  minifter  dtligent  in  propagating  ..the 
moftunjuft  calumnies  ag^vnft  them*  The  noble  lord  with 
the  blue  ribbon  told  u$,  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  was  led 
thro'ttghbttt  AAierida:  The  noble  lordxlecetves  us  in  this,  as  in 
many  othei"  things.  His  intelligence  can-  never  be  relied  upon. 
The  Hbdrty  of  tHe  prefs,  the  bulwark  of  all.our  liber  tics,,  i? 
loft  onfy  in  BoAon,  for  his  Inrdihip^  mtni&erial  troops  gpr 
vern  there  anly.  The  pfefc  is  free :  at  Water-Town,  but 
feven  miles  diftaiit  from  Bofton;»  at  Pliiladelphia,  Newport, 
,*  Willianyfbufgh^  and  in  the  reft  of  North  America.  *  fwill 
give  the  Houfe  the  demonAration.^  General  GajB:e's  foolifli 
and  contemptible  proclamation  agaiAft  Samuel  A  Jams  and 
John  Hancock,  two  worthy  gentlemen,  and,.!  dare  to  add,  true 
ptitriots,  declaring  them  rebels  and  traitors,  \^iile  the  gene- 
rals Wafhtngton,  Putnam  and  Leei, .  with  tbq  na\^l  com- 
ifianders  in  arms,  remained  by  htm  unnoticed,  was  reprinted 
in  alt  the  American  papers, .  His  letter^  likeArife  to  Governor 
TurnbMl  and  others,  in  which  he  mofl  hcrorcally  apolo- 
^  gized  for  his  inert  conduct,  as  aecefbry  for  the  proce^lion  of 

^earmy,  which  we  were  taught  to  believe  would  look  all 
o^ppofition  into  fubje^lion,  awe  the  faftious,  andetvefecu- 
rity  to  the  well  affeacd,  tbcfc  letters  too  were  faixhfulTy  copied, 
9nd  I  believe  ail  the  curious  orders  he  has  ifiued,  will  be 
found  a^  exaft  in  the  Penfylvania,  Water- Town,  and  other 
fiews-papers,  as  in  thC' Gaaette,  publifh^d  by.  his  authority 
at  Ko(lon,  which  is  as  partial  and  ^Ife  as  that  of  Paris. 

The  honourable  gentleman.  Sir,,  who  fpake  laft,  fays, 
the  prefent  addrefs  is  triflings  for  we  already  icnow  the  author 
and  advifer  of  all  the  late  meafures  agai nil  America ;  that  the 
noble  lord  with  iho  blue  ribband  will  avow  them,  and  has 
done  it,  I  wifli  to  bear  fuch  a  declaration.  Will  the  noble 
lord  avow  himfelf  the  advifer.  of  only  one  pf  the  late  flagitious 
'  «icafure5 
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rfiieitiircs^  that  of' cftablifhin^  Pppery  and  dcfpotic  power-  in 
Cankda  ?  'The'fstther  of  that  monftrous  birth  I  thought  had 
prUdoitlyHi'therto  cb<jfcn"ia  remain  concealed.  •  He  likewife 
tells  us,  the  hiotion  now  before  us  is  codpled  with  nothing, 
and  lead^  to  nothing.  .  I  will  tell  him  what  it  otrghc  to  lead 
to^  and  be  coupled  with.  I 'mean  an  impeachment,  Sir, 
which  I  truft  will  follow,  as  the  next  motion  of  the  honour- 
able gentleman'  who  fpoke  firft  in  this  debate.  ' Whoever'did 
advife  the  meafures  lately  parfued,  which  have  loft  hirlf  of  our 
empire^  I  confider  as  a  criminal  of  fo  deep  a  dye,'  thac^  his 
head  would  be  a  Juft  facrifice  to  the  honour  of  England  and 
the  peace  of  Amerfqa.  The  Word  Impeachment,  I  hope, 
wiirftili'ftrike  terror  to  the  ear  ahd  heart ^of  a  wicked  and 
arbitrary  minifter,  iand  thac  the  rtobleft  ind  moft  import?.nt 
prerogative  of  this  free  people,  fitcufed  tp  as  by  our  great  de- 
liverer, king  William,  in  the  ift  for  the  further  limitation 
of  the  crown,  and  better  feCuring  the  rights  and"  liberties  of 
the  fubieft,  will  IhortFy  havfc  its  full  effea^  thit  no  >p<lrdoh 
under  the  great  feal  of  England  be'pleadablq  to  an  impeacih- 
ment  by  th^  Commons  iii  Parliament. 

Lord  ^^(^rt/f.  thanked*  Mr.', St^rdr  for  the  compKments  heLotiNtrtb^ 
Yrad  paid'him^'but  Tiid,  thet  honourable  member  who  made 
the  motion,  bad  Ylot  conf»dcred  him  as  the  refpoinfible  author 
of  the  meafures  he  had  mentioned.  He  allowed  that'  the  ca- 
binet and  efii^tent  cabinet  councils  wpre  np  parts  of  the^con- 
flitution  ;  but  faid,  t^at  ^be  King  might  c^onfulj^  any  part  of 
th6  privy  counfellers  he  pleafed.  Me  faid  thp  pref^nt  motion 
was  a  very  ftrange  one  :*  that  there  were  feveral  a6{s  of  par- 
liament coftcerned  In  it^.  of  which  he  did  not  know' the 
author:  be  did  not  know  whor  was  the  author  of  the  kSt 
ofH^nry  the  Vlllth,  which  he  fuppofed  was  «a!luded-to; 
that,  fome  of  th6  'other  z&i  had  been  madc^  irt-  different 
admmiftrations.  As  for  Popery,  he  faid,  that  was  ^efta- 
bliflicd  in  Canada  before,  and  defpotrfm  wa9  not' noW'efta- 
blifhed;  for  that. the' prcfent  a£l  might  poflibly  be  repelled 
when  Canada  flfould  be  in  a  fituation  fit  to  have  afiembli^s ; 
but  thait  atprefent'a  legiflative  council  at  the  will  of  the 
crown  was  the  fitteft  form  of  government  for  them.  That 
howevef  the  Canada  bill  came  to  them  fiom  the  Houfeof 
Lordsy  that  he  was  very  willing  to '  take  upon  himfelf  the 

Etiilt  of  fttppoi-tin^  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  But  he 
ixd,r  be  fiaroly  thought  any  perfon  would  prppofk  the  tailing 
members  to  account  for  propofmg  o^  fupporting^  any  mea- 
fures in  Parliament,  The  gentleman  who  made  theprefent 
motion^  was  certainly  a  great  ftidclcr  forfrecdoni  of  deba'te, 

and 
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and  freedom  of  opinion,  and  to  comphin  therefore  to  another 
tribunal,  of  what  happened  in  this  Houfe,  in  confequence  of 
uGng  that  freedom,  he  could  not  think  fuitable  to  the  genera^ 
tenor  of  hi«  conduA ;  he  was  fiire  it  was  not  conftitutional ; 
that  he  was  the  more  furprifed  at  this  motion,  as  the  gentle- 
men who  had  moved  and  fupported  it,  had  always  profeiTed 
themfelves  dhfregardlefs  of  men,  and  concerned  only  about 
meafures ;  but  that  this  motion  was  calculated  merely  for 
perfonal  chaftifement,  and  rebuke.  He  (aid,  he  agreed  in* 
tirelyin  opinion  with  the  counfellor,  whoever  he  was,  that 
might  think  one  Wilkes  fufHcient;  for  indeed  he  thought 
that  it  was  one  too  much  in  any  well-regulated  government; 
though,  he  faid,  to  do  him  juftice,  it  was  not  eafy  to  find 
many  fuch.  Upon  the  whole,  he  faid,  he  could  not  think 
.  it  proper  to  carry  up  a  complaint  to  the  King  of  meafures 
which  had  received  thefan£lion  of  Parliament;  but  for  Par- 
liament itfelf  to  do  it  would  be  ridiculous* 
H«J^««/*  Hon.  Temple  LuttrelL  I  rife  to  give  mv  thanks  to  the 
'^^  .  worthy  magi ftrate  who  has  offered  to  the  Houfe  this  mo- 
tion, becaufe  I  think  it  (as  to  fpirit,  hpwever  incorreS  its 
form)  replete  with, duty  and  true  affection  to  his  Sovereign, 
and  promifes  the  moll  effciStual  relief  to  the  fubjefi  through- 
out every  part  of  the  Briti(h  Empire,  at  a  time  of  imminent 
peril  to  our  conftitution,  our  trade,  and  our  liberties. 

I  own  myfelf  to  'be  one.  of  thofe  perfons,  v^ho,  from  an 
unalterable  and  inmoft  convidion  of  mind,  fubfcribe  to  the 
dodrincof  tbe.great  Mr.  Locke,  that  *'  the  legiflature  changed 
from  that  which  was  originally  conftituted  by  general  confent, 
and  fundamental  a£ls  of  fociety,  fuch  change,  however  ef- 
feded,  IS'  at  once  an  intire  diflblution  pf  the;  bands  of  go- 
yernmenr,  and  the  people  are  at  liberty  to  conftitute  to  them- 
felves  a  new  legiflative  ppwer."  Now,  Sir,  that  the  legifla- 
.  ture  has  been  materially  changed  with  refpect  to  your  Anrieri- 
can  colonifts,  from  what  was  in  the  original  and  fundamental 
conftitutions  of  fociety,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  by  difpoiuig 
pf  their  property  contrary  to  their  confent,  and  by  the  hoftile 
and  favase  a6b  confequent  thereto,  the  bands  between 
the  Britim  government  and  the  American  colonies  are  of 
courfe  diflblved  ;  whether  or  (^ot  they  will  conftitute  them- 
felves  a  new  legiflative  power,  time  only  can  (hew.  I  very 
much  apprehend,  that,  unlefs  a  fpeedy.and  equitable  plan 
of  conciliation  be  held  out  to  them  by  us,  who  are  the  ag* 

freffors,  fuch  will  be  the  baleful  end  of  our  quarreL     But 
ir,  we  are  now  to  come  at  the  prime  authors  and  promoters 
of  this  mifchief.    Shew  us  the  men^  that,  betraying  the  in- 

terefts 


■Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


A^^«775*  Id    £    B    ArT^  S  -S*  .  aaj 

terc^  of  their  fel,lpiir-cUiz.en8,  and  confidence  of  theif  So^ 
vordgB).  firft  ca^^iedj^s^g^iKp;  famine^ ^  and  afikflination,  thro* 
t^t^d^vpted  continent:*;.;  We  know  .that  (to  ^ak  ptrlia* 
mentjiij  ianguage,  and  jii,  becomes  every  welI.aiFe<9ed  fub^ 
jc£t)  the-JCing  canJifi  mijwreni  j  we  kno^  that  his  Majeftj^ 
fraai^)QK>ral  principle^^|u///y<9  n^ipr^fi^.  He  is  perhaps  the  laft 
inati  if>  thcfe  dominionsy  who  would  commit  an  aA  of  crucltjr 
or^  ixyuftice  againft  any  individual^  much  lefs  againft  a  wh0l6 
coaamuaityj  but  Sir,  we  likewife  know,  that  integrity  and  a 
guardleff  temper, of  heart,  have  rubie£tcd  good  Kings  to  i 
t^iiguidai)ce,  which   has  proved  fatal  to  them  in  the  end» 
The., five,  dethroned  monarcfas  tobe/inet  with  at  difFerent 
mx9f  of  the  EngliOi  jiiftory,  were  diftinj^uilHed  feverally  in 
their  day  for  co^ugal  luid  paternal  attedion.     They  wedt 
cxonplary  models,  4^.  virtue  in  domeftic .  life,  ,*  Thra6  of 
them,  precipiuted  ffom  a  throne^  were  fecretly  put  to  death* 
j:.O^f  ignominouQy  luficre^  upon  a  pubh'c  fcafFold  ;  and  th« 
§fiirt&,  having  forfeited  bis  crown,  was  fcnt  into  exile.  Yet, 
not  iBiapy  hours  prcce4^9g  the  faul,  expiative  fentende,  each 
of  theie  deluded  .potentates  was  aflured,  by  his  minifters  and 
fycopbaotSy  bb  could  tk  m  wrmtg.    It  may  be  decent,  it  may 
oe  proper,  though  1  have  ever  regarded  fuch  afTurance,  as  the 
iyren  cantkle  which  has  led  many  of  our  beft  prince)  with 
a  full-fweiled  canvafs  qq  thofe  quickfands  they  would  other- 
wife  have  fteeml  cl^nr  ofii    Sir^   it  is  only  by  {^roteStng 
^^(SHi^  ^hat  kings  4^4^  wrongs  the  people  of  England 
091^  QMJch  forbearaace,  and  are  Sow  to  commotion  j  but 
whc|Q,OQce  rn  arnis,«nd  under  the  ftandaFd  of  conftitutional 
frecdt)i3)j  hpwever  they  may  have   been  fometimes  baffled  in 
.partial  oafets,  they  have  at  the  day  of  deci&ve  battle,  proved 
tbeaii(;}ves  invincible, '.  Neither  has  fuch  their  laudable  en- 
tbi^apn  been  c^fined.to  t^c  re-eftabliihing  of  original  laws 
for  ^^  ftcurity  of  thejr  poiieffions  aiiJ  Vranchifes  ^  but,  has 
c^jfrn^ted  with  M.lpf^,  vigour  \ii  bringing  to  condign   pu^ 
A^t^i^t  thofe  firaiteroiwperfons  who  had  prefumedto  infringe 
t)i^<i  nay  of  thiawe  haveftriking  proofs,  without  recurring 
to  the  moment  of  aiSual   revolt,    and  when  the  execntive 
MkWf)r  was  compeHed  to  pay  duexegard.to  popular  difcontent. 
In  thie  Yeign  of  llichard  II.  the  weakeft  and  worft^of  Our 
kings^  (who  at  om^:ti9ie  declared,  he  would  not  turn  out 
the  meaneft  fcultion  in  his  kitchen  to  pleafe  his  Parliament) 

^iii'i   I    I,   ■!  ■  IIP    J      ■    ■    I      II      ,111  ■  r  •'   i-Ji^iiii 

•'SawardU.  ItOchwdll.    Henry  VI, 

1  Chwlct  U 

§  tunei  If. 

Vttii.  III.  Hh  ftme 
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£4PC  great  fteti,  who  hard  sibufed  the  royal -confidence,  by  car« 
rymg  into  execution  fchcmes  fiibvcrfivc*  of  pubficKbcityi 
i\xfktedrSLS  being  guilty  of  hr^h  treaifon  * ;  and,  at  the  re« 
^ueft  of  his  people,  'thus  king,* in  the  tehtb  year  of  his  rdgn^ 
appointed  commiffioners  to  A:rut[nf^e*arM' reform- his^'cabinet 
'and  houlhold.  Henry; VI.  (impotent  of  mirtd,  and  otftinate 
of  difpoiition  as  he  was)  in  his  twehty^ninth  year,  at  the  fuit 
of  the  Commons,  banilhed^etw^n  twenty  and  thirty  of  his 
jcqunfellors  and  minions  ftom  his  prefenoe,  tiot  to  be  fee^fbr  t 
y^r  within  twelve  miles  of  the  court ;' their  fentence  fays 
V  that  they  may  be  iJutj  improved  :'*  It  Was  their  Matter's  fad 
mffhap,  who  recalled  many  of  them  at  the  expiration  ^f  the 
teriyi  mentioned,  that  they  were  fdun^  incorrigible.  Urider 
Henry  VIII.  the  greateft  tyrant  of  the  moft  tyrannic  race 
that  ever  grafpcd  the*  fccptrc  of  this  realm,  otlicrs  -  fiifiired 
Tor  being  the  chief  promoters  of  very  iriiquitous  extortions 
during  the  preceding  reign  f.  Did  trot  a- Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor J  experience,  in  thc'time of  the -firft" Stuart,  tbal^heK- 
ther  perfonal  endowments,  nor  elevated  ftatioh,  could  fliield 
him  from  the  punifhment  due  to  hfs-  corrupt  pra6tices  f  Sir, 
,in  the  reign  of  Charles  J.  certain*  Judge* §  met tbcfcvcreft 
^eprehfcnuon,  for  attempting  to  deliver  opiriions  whibh  were 
deemed  fubverfiveiof  thQ  rights  of  the  people;  and,  in  the 
fubfequcnt  reign  (that  pf  Charles* If.)  vire"fikewife  {ccin^ 
.ftaiiccs  when  great  men' ^|  were  im^ekcTied  before  Parliament 
for  high  mifUemeanours  in  carrying-on  the  adminiftration  of 
j uftice.  Thefe,  and  other,  innumersAle  exampIes*to  be  found 
in, your  annals  and  codes  of  Parliament,  nifficiently 'evince, 
that  no  official  fnfluence,  no  honorary  dignity,  could,  in 
the  days  of  our  -anceftors,  fcreen-the  intraaors  on -the 
lawful  tranquility  of  the  fubjed  from  ptinifflhient,  tho^they 
vv?re'the  neareft  fervants  of  the  crown,  artt^  illumined  'v^ith 
the  brighteft  rays  of  kingly  favour.  Sit^  I  amweH-ffware 
that  the  malverfations  of  governmeht,  ttave;  in  the  defai?, 
been  Cifu ally  broughf  as  a  heavy  charge  tipon  the  mihifter 
only,  keeping  clear  of  the  monarch :  that  they  haw  -been 


Earl  of  Suifolk,  lord  Chancellor,  duke  of  Ireland,  arclibl- 
fhop  of  York,  and  others;  :    :.  .       . 

•j-  Sir  Thomas  Empfom  and  Edmund  Dudley. 


♦  Bacon  lord  Verolam, 


§  Lord--kecpcTRnch', 'judges* ©aTOTport,'  Crawley,  Berk- 
Jey,  &c. 

II  Chief  juflice  Scrogs,  Sir  Francis  North,  Sir  Richard  We*on, 
Sir  Thomas  JoBCS. 
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iiDfmted  taa  De  .V«re»9  n  Le  De  Spencer ;  a  Bifhc»p  Laud  i 
to  m  Father  Peters ;  .and  had  fuch  incendiaries,  with  their 
bafe  adherents,  been  timely  and  volanitarily  given  up  foc.a» 
f^Kiifice^  atonement  might  have  ftopped  there;  but  the  Priifce 
on  the  bhrone,  fafcmated'  by  a  faife  glare  of  prerogative/ 
and,  plumed  with  towariag  notions  of  his  divine  vicegerenc)r«f 
couM  not  be  prevailed  upon  to-  withdraw  bis  aufpicesiroai* 
the  proper  authors  of  public  calamity^,  till  an  injured  and: 
eniagcd  people  were  driven  to  theneceffitj  of  bringiiig  homo' 
the  funl- total  of  grievances  to  the  account  fiS  Majefty-ttfelL 
UencefollowedfociaL  warfare,  rivers  6f  blood,  and  dethrone* 
menis,  ... 

Is  there  aa  unpr^udiced  perfon  in  this  Houfe,  endued 
with  a  tolerable  (hare  of  difcernnient,  who,  .dark  as  the  poii*'' 
tical  horizon  around  tis  now  is,  cannot  di (cover  further  mif«* 
chief  to  be  complotted  on  the  bafis  of  thefe  tranfatlaatio 
piracies  ?  Are  we.  Sir,  to  remain  filent  and  jiaffive  till  an  ar- 
my of  civilized  Britons,  in  com  pad  with  th^  barbarians  of 
RuiBa,  ihall  have  enforced  and  perpetuated  flavery  in  all  .oui^ 
American  colonies  ?  Till  your  popi/h  brigades  have  taken 
good  account  of  the  liberties  of  Ireland  ?  'Till  a  mountaneer* 
militia  pours  in  upon  us  from  the  northern  confinea  of  this* 
ifland  ?  'Till  the  mercenaries  of  a  Germanreleftorate  fhalt 
have  aflbmed  the  guardianihip  of  Portfmouth,  Plymouth^ 
and  thercft'of  our  fea^port  towns,  (fojtbey  may  lawfuHy  .do 
fo,  according  to  a  very  learned  gentleman  ef-<be  long  robe  on* 
the  other  fide  of  the  floor,*)  'till,  I.  fay,  all  thefe  motley 
legions  {hall  have  united,  to  accomplilh  the.  -hopeful  pur* 
polies  of  fuch  zealous  addrefilrs  as  appeared'  in  the  London 
GazeHee  of  laft  week  ?  t  Then  fliall  the  uplifted  hand,  of 
vengeance  and  outlawry  fall  upon  tbej  fcattered,  helplefs 
cifp  of  petitioners  throughout  the  feveral  counties  of  Eng- 
land i  thofe  unnafonabU  petitioners  to  a  Prince  of  the  Brunfi 
wick  family,  in  behalf  of  Revolution  principles  and  lawful 
freedom!  Then  (hall  the  provinces  of  America,  like  many  of 
thofe  in  Afia  and  Africa^  be  governed,  by  Baihaws  ;  by  a 
knout,  or  a  bow-ftring,  and  a  Parliament  here  at  home, 
daftardly  and  dependent  as  the  Ottoman  Divan,  maintaining 
Janiflary^law,  (hall  eftabliih  the  fway  of  an  arbitrary  Sultan 
on  the  ruins  of  limited  monarchy,  and  of  the  beft  conftitu- 
"tion  that  the  wifdom  and  fpi^rit  of  mankind  ever  framed  for 
the  happinefs  and  glory  of  their  fellow  creatures.     Sir,  the 

*  Mr.  Weddcrburne. 

f  The  Scotch  addrcffrs  in  the  Gazcttee  of  r^th  of  November. 
H  h  ^  honourable 
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bMOuVable  geiftlemtn  who  made  this  niatim  buhm  ^oo, 
it  for  tracing  this  torrent  of  iniquity  to  ita  feitrce,  and  it  ir 
our  duty  fo  to  do.  If  there  are  efficiint  or  fupir^iffidmi  tA^ 
siiAers  behind  the  curtain,  let  them  no. longer  remsia  latent, 
but  be  dragged  forth  to  public  execration  and' to  public  juf* 
tice.  Certain  I  am,  that  the  only  iabricatoi?  of  the  Ameri* 
can  war  are  in  this  ifland ;  they  are  in  thia  metropolis ;  diey 
ire  moft  of  them  in  this  Houfe^  Several  oblique  hints  and 
infinujftions  have  at  different  times  been  caft  to  thefe  benches 
aear  me  from  over  the  way.  Some :(  of  the  perfons  I  allude 
to,  muft  own  it  their dutv  in  a  dmhU  capacity;  their  duty 
within  thefe  walls,  and  their  duty  elfewhere,  if  they,  havo 
lUbftantial  grounda  for  fuch  charge,  to  produce  ana  bring 
home  evidence  to  the  criminal  perfons.  Are  they  naturally 
backward  at  employing  fpies,  or  filing  informations  $  or  have 
they  not  fach  correA  alertnefs  in  compofing  warrants  of  com^ 
mitment  ?  Where  then  are  thefe  enemies  to  their  country  on 
cur  fide  of  the  Houfe  ?  Are  they  to  be  found  among  diofe 
gentlemen  oppofing  your  prefent  meafures,  who  withdrew 
mm  the  fun-fliine  of  a  court,  and  relinquiSied  crflces  of 
great  honour  and  profit,  rather  than  fanftify  fuch  projeds  as 
^etroonfctences  revolted  againft?  Are  they  among  chofe 
opulent  commonersf  who  have  a  landed  property,  and  here- 
ditary confeqo^nce  at  ftake,  equal  to  the  beft  fubje^  in  Eu- 
rope? Are  they  to  be  found  in  thofe  heroic  commanders,^ 
who  foQtfht  at  the  head  of  your  fleets  in  the  laft  war,  with  a 
prowefs  beyond  the  idea  of  the  moft  romantrc  ages  of  anti- 
quity }  Or  moft  we  look  for  them  in  thofe  intrepid  magif« 
trates,  whofe  pul^ic  conduft  has  gained  theim  the  confidence 
and  aflfedion  of  their  foUow-fubje^,  in  the  greateft  city  of 
the  whole  commercial  world,  and  who  are  juftly  revered 
ihroughout  the  moft  refpedable  trading*communities  in  all 
^arts  of  the  Britiih  empire  :  thofe  magtftrates,  to  whofe  ta- 
lents, vigilance,  and  ftability,  we  now  turn  an  eye  of  ex- 
piring hope,  as  to  our  fiieetranchor,  which  can  alone  preferve 
the  labouring  veflel  of  the  ftate  fromrthe  dreadful  rocki  by 
which  it  is  encompafled  ?  Sir,  there  are  no  Cataliius^  c^  Ms 
fide  of  the  Houfe.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  charge  any  gentle- 
.   man  on  the  other  fide  with  meriting  altogether  that  appella- 

t  The  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General, 
f  Sir  George  Savile,  Sir  James  Lowthtr»  &c. 
"*  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  admiral  Keppel,  S:c. 
t  Alluding  to  an  expreffioa  from  thp  minifterial  fidt  of  .the 
Houfe,  a  fc^v  evenings  before, « 
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im  futo)  from  fucli  pdnoiples  ^  they  perftta^e  thcmfelves  aif 
priiicipies  of  vrittoM  iiid  rediftide:  but.  Sir*  I  WUl  fdy^ 
that  ia  the  lia^  of  mipifters ; .  in  that  (afiguinary  phalanxi.  a| 
leaft,  which  during  att  the  avplutiont  agq  ccvolutipps  of  -go* 
vernm^At  fc)r  fev^f^  y«ar9  paft»  ba8  rfiiiaine4  uoibakrn  ai}4 
inapregnible ;  in  thtnty  and  in  the  compofition  of  theifr.pri^t 
ciplcs^  J  fte  ma»y  Catiflinari^n  ingredienta  \  an  infatia^p 
thrift  q(  riqbcs ;  aliceatious  |Nirf«»it  after  pawer ;  donuaiQil 
10  be  acquired  by  the  mod  deifi^ratf  haBairda,  aod  ^be  moft 
favage  e&terprites ;  by  the  burning  of  wbolt  t<>wilf»  the  hs^ 
biutionsof  laen,  the  tepaples  of  theDivinity ;  inttoceilt  fiimilief 
to  be  buiohoredf  and  tb^  entire  demolinion  of  tb«  conipQAn 
y^ealth  at  her  halcyon  venith  of  peace,  ^armony»  and  abun<; 
dance.  Whfth^r  or  not  mtA^  tW  arcana  of  iheir  <«^/#«r».lhi9yt 
like  theCataline-tunto,  pa&  from  lip  to  lip,,  the  chali<^  fiile4 
with  humaB  blof^d,  as  a  pledge  of  fecieev  and  cor.opergtiyf 
zeal,  a^Kl.  to  ^^  rivH  ibim  to  tHrmn^^  is  oeft  known ^among 
tbcmfelves;  but  if  one  qiay  judge  by  the  diabolic^f. creeds 
which  (hey  have  not  forunled  to  avow*  ^^^  fsay  well  be  this 
cup. of  their  £icrament,  .m^n  of  affluent  incooics  th(^  bays 
aoioDg  thei9,  yet  chiefly,  f|o»  the  ftipenda  of  oficf,  not  4 
patriioooiaUnfaeritance,  nor  the  fruits  of  an  boneft  in<)uftry  \ 
we  roay,  it  is  true,  give  them  ItJie  credit  for  a  few  renegador 
converte  oi  note,  tal^n  in  upon  the  Sberwood-tforeft.  fyfteni 
of  policy  in  the  days' of  Robin-Hood,  who  recr^ited  bis  troop* 
from  time  to  time,,  with  fuch  n^edy  ftragglers,  as  could  ftaii4 
itougb-buffeting  with  the  arch^-coatrabandiftbifnfelf,  band  to 
fift. 

Let  us  now  look  for  their  milifytry  Madiutors.  Th^fe  .few 
they  (M>iild  claim  of  high  reputation^,  and  to  whofe  abiliuea 
ztti  fpirit  we  might,  on  a  future  fore^  war,-  venture  to  glvo 
in  m^idium  the  tneftimable  glories  of  the  lafty  thefe  ininiftof 
have  grouped  in  a  triumvirate,  and  tranfported  to  Americai 
upon  a  worfe  than  buccaheerii^;  expeditioo*  .We  know,  that 
they  wese  iaft  feffion  among  the  deoej yed  at  home,  and  .Mv4 
this  year  been  already  di%raced  abroad;  at  this  hour  1  an 
fpeaking,  are  perhaps  in  tgoooiinious  durance,  or  d^ad  ;  if 
dead,.  |^  it  for  their  bcft  iieputation,  and  the  repofe  of  their 
departed  fpirits,  that  they  atchieved  no  part  of  the  errand 
they  were  fent  upon.  This,  Sir,  puts  me  in  mind  of  another 
mrtialifij  (looking  at  lord  Geo.  Germaine)  not  unfignaliaed 
in  former  campaigns,  who  being  now  exalted  to  a  place  of 
tbegreateft  public  importance  ^  if  no  ptber.  miqQibers  bet- 
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ter  qualified  thM'myfdf,  flnil  un^Mtakt  the  ufty  I  per* 
haps  may,  on  a  future  occafion,  bold  it  my  duty  lo  gm 
him  that  diftin£^and  copious  eulogium  which  is  his  juft 
due.  Yet  before  I  fit  down,  I  can  by  no  means  omk  naen- 
tioning  the  perfon  in  office,  who  with  little  better  preten- 
fjons,  in  my  humble  opinion,  than  the  daily  rufiner  of  a 
fadion,  Hooking  at  Mr.  Jenktnfon)  having  climbed  into 
a  poft  ot  high  financial  truft,  the  fitft  duty  of  which  is 
to  be  provident  of  the  treafvre  of  his  Sovereign-  and  his 
country»  meafaring  his  claims  by  his  own  prefuoEiption 
and  rapadouihefS)'  hot  by  defert,  exaded  from  the  crown 
a  more  liberal  gratuity  than  has  heittofort  been  pvcn  for 
eminent  and  fplendid  national  fervtces;  more  than  was 
afted  by  a  Burleigh,  a  Godolphin,  or  an  earl  of  ChaAam ; 
and  more  than  deemed  (tifficient,  by  a  munificent  and  giate- 
ful  nation,  for  an  illuftrious  naval  conqueror,^  w&o  b  now 
paffine  the  eventitg  of  his  life  in  humble  frugality.  Tell 
thisj  Sir,  to  the  people  of  America ;  and  tell  them,  that  a 
fecretai'y  of  ftate,*  retiring  from,  or  rather  dtfirting  the 
public  duty,  ata  conjundure  of  fome  embarrafmeAi,  eidier 
through  indolence,  apprehenfion,  or  confcious  infuficiency, 
is  to  be  penfioned  on  the  ftace  to  the  amount  of  3000K  fir 
annum.  I  fay.  Sir,  relate  thefe  recent  marks,  bow  ad- 
mirably  we  Britohs  appropriate  our  own  money,  and  theco* 
lonifts  can  no  longer  hefitate  to*  make  us  truftees  for  die  dif* 
pofal  of  theirs ;  e^ecially  if  it  be  to  pafs  through  the  fame 
hands,  and  for  the  like  hallowed*  pur|x>res. 

However,  I  (hall  ftill  flatter  myfelf,  as  a  confequence  oF 
the  motion  made  by  the  honourable  magiftrate,  (though  I 
could  have  wiflied  it  in*  a  better  mode)  that  our  gracious  Sove- 
reign will,  from  the  tranfcendent  goodnefs  of  his*  heart,  and 
Kfle&ive  wifdom,  at  length  giveear  to  the  fuppiications  of  his 
aSiGted  people ;  and  notwithftandtng  he  may,  froai  an  im- 
pulfe  of  lenity,  preferve  the  guilty  mintfters  from  the  punifii* 
ment  their  ofiences  demand^  be  will,  for  the  fake  of  huma- 
nity, and  for  his  own  fafi!tyi  remove  them  from  his  council 
and  prcfcnce  for  ever. 

UuBi^Jtf.  Mr.  Hayiey  faid,  that  inftruAed  as  he  was  by  his  eonftt- 
tuents,  he  could  not  give  a  filent  vote  on  the  occafion  ;  and 
he  thought,  that  as  all  the  petitions  prefenttd  to  the  King  had 


t  Sir  Edward  Hawks* 

•  LordR— hf— rd*  -     '  .  :  1 
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b«ea  rgeded  ivith  dafliiA  aad  contempt^  the  preftnt  Aietho4 
•f  an  addrtfs'  to  the  Kiog.  fmm  the  Houtt  wts  a  proper  mea* 
furc,         ;  .      •  .  •:.:.  •     ..  ,  .........  . 

Lord  Fdkeji4ni  highly  complimented  thQDiembec.whojnadt  i«ord  ruk* 
the  motion^  both  as  apublic  and  a  private'  inaik»  and  faid,  that-^"^  j 

he  held  ^  feat  m  that  Houfe  on  -the  jnoft  honourable  terifia;  \ 

that)  ibr  his  own  part,  he  oondemned  all  the  neaAires  which  i 

had  been  taken  agaiuft  America  }  becslnfe  they  were  adopted  ia  \ 

defiance^'and  by  reprohatuig  every  principleon  which  we  fup-* 
port  our  own  liberties  ;•  that  -particulirly  the  a  A  foreftabliih-  ^ 

ing  deijpotirin  and*  Popeficy .  .in  Canada,  was  moft  obnoxious  % 
for  not  to  mhitioB  the  annihiUtioo^  every  ipeciea  of  civil  li* 
berty  wbick.it  eftaUifiiety  it  plainly  d^claros^itbat  in  the.  opi- 
nion of  PdrKament,aU  lelwons.areequjCl^iaiKlthat  the  only 
foundation  of  preference  of  amr^'  ia^  its  being  the  more  ealUy 
converted  iicCO  'an  aigiae !  of  nshte*  But  aarthojooption:  was 
dire&ed  igainrft:a£bid'tFadiamentvitjwaa  wfloffibie  to  agree 
to  it.  ':Thc  movers  of  thei!n  ^ar,-  fatd  -he,*  fitffickatly  knqwn. 
We  da^  not  want  to  be»infbrirted.of  that;:«'It  isAificif^t  »t 
preiienty  that  Parliament  has  .adopted  tbea»:  4;ine  may  come, 
he  hoped;  would  come^  when  we  ihall  kanw^wbo.  concealed 
that  information^  who  fupprcflbd.  that. ^ikicnee,  which  if 
Parliament,  had  received^  nt-wduldnot  bsvft.lKiopted  them* 
That  fae'tihould  referve  himfelf  till  that  tmei  ^ad*ti^refore  s^ 
prefent moved- the  prevtoua  qoeftion  on  ihemlouofl  of*  the 
alderman,  4M  on  one'whichf'ovght  fl^ervlAbArC  been  made. 

Mr.  ifa^.feCDoded  thismoiiofii  t ^t    -  Ur.EuJh* 

Mr.  Thmrhe  faidv'tha^an.iipp)ication.to  riitf .crown  concern-  UxWbSrkL 
ing  any  meafures  which  h^onsccpa&dlhe  Parliament,  wab 
highly  improper,  unconftitutiooalv  and  dd^atory  to  their 
honour;  butthat  he  was  agaJLnft.the  previous -queflion^  as  he 
ihould  chufe  to-give  the  motion  itrdfa  flat  tiegative* 

Mr«.C&Br/rs  Em  faid  that  befbould  be  againft  the  motion,  Mr.  Ftau 
becaufe  it  feemed  to  excuie  adminiftrationy  and  to  throw  the 
whole  guilt  on  fome  othepperfonr;^  wfaereaa'  he  thought  ad- 
miniftration  equally  guilty ;  but  he  did  npt  think  that  any 
puniihmenr could  at  any.time.be  conftitutionally  and  legally 
inflicted  for  my  thing  whatever,  which  (hould  be  done  in 
Parliament ;  this  conduS  tbere»  will  always  be  followed  by  the 
lofs  of  reputation  ;  and  that  he  ihould  therefore  move  for 
the  order  of  the  day,  as  the  heft  method  of  getting  rid  of  the 
anotion. 

Governor  7^A;iy?tf;r^diflikcd  Mr.  Fox*s  dodrine,  that  minif-  Gov.  jo^b* 
I  ters  were  only  punifhable  by  lofs  of  reputation.  He  quoted  SirA*'* 
[Edward  Gokc's  authority,  that  adls  of  parliament,  obtained 
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fry  undufe  ihilaence,  or  hf  mffinfMihaetoii^'wde  neither  1 
tdnftitutionai  exxmi<b^  norby  pTOCtdmt^fcouJd  bejhaleaAel- 
ter  for  the  mifcondu^  of  minifters.  He  faid,  that  be  d'ldikei 
thttn^}lti^ln(e  of  thtwwd  i/ifpi^dnfuni  I  ihztiii^^ 
was  %  great  power  of  the  ftate,  feldbih  co-be  exerte4vbot  Aever 
to  be  mentioned 'Without '  a  'probabiifty  of  carrykin  it  into 
ibtfcA  againft  feme  great  crtWiinal.  That  he  otae&d  to  the 
tn6tion»  becatafe  he  thought  an^iu^auy  ikotiM:  begin  by 
proving  fome  fad;*  ^And  faidv  .lie  bop^d^  that  ffon  the 
variety  of  opinions  in  thic  Houfe,  abd^the  treatment  ibis  mo* 
xron  met  with,  that  genclemeA'  woidd.  be  taught  how  liecef- 
-fary  it  was  to  ^  in  concert,  and'*eanllilt  md  aft  with  a 
number  of  dthtr  perfons  tn  their  moinofit  >wai  anteafune^ 
Mr.  R^fy.  M r.  Righ  took  thi«  occafion,  aiForded  by  Governor  John- 
fton^,  to  fidieoie-  nioft  ftroagiy  the  conduA^  of  oppofidom 
fie  remarked  their  diftradioa  ^  aind  tiie  abjeA  flateito  which 
every  indepcfndeiic  gentkoilui  in  tfaaHoafe  miift  rfduce  him- 
-felf)  as  a  member  k>f  oppofitioA  ^  that  he  oiiift  foUow  a  leader 
wifieb  more  flaviihiy  and  implicidyithaiiin.  any  admtfiiftra- 
tiofi }  for  that  if  airf  uncooiieaed  itieiiiber  Aboid'  make  the 
very  motion  wtrich  oppofition  had  hfdf  detei^mined^  yet  if  be 
did  It  without  their  previous  confent  and  pbrmrffioiiy  they 
•trouM  themfelv#i  torn  round  vpoh  the  boneft  gentieman  as  a 
Vebet,  and  treat  htm  with  ihore  iMigntty  mad  iafeldnce,*  thaa 
any  of  which  diey  complained  in  behatf  ef  the  Americana. 
•He  reminded  the  city  mcmbeks,  that  as  they  pntfefled  thet  ihey 
a£ted  in  confequenoe  of  the  inftrttAion  of  cbdr  amftitueiits, 
th<7  ought  to  obey  them  untlneriatir,  that  there  iRPec^^^aiticu- 
kr  points  which  tbev  had  overlooked ;  that  they  ought  to  rub 
^p  their  meihories,  oefore  they  profefied  foch  obedience ;  that 
he  wUhed  them  to  obey  them  uaiveriUty ;  that  benight  have 
an  opportunity  of  negativing  cfaem  untveriaUy* 

Tte  iqueftion  was  then  pik  for  the  order  of  the  day« 
irhich  paifed  in  the  ne^pitive,  "vHthdut  a  dtvifion. 

The  previous  queftton  was  then  put,  that  tlM6  4mft>0&  be 
now  put.    Ajtes  156  <  noes  16. 

The  main  queftton  was  then  put.  ^  Ayes  f  o;  noea  163. 

The  Houfe  went  into  a  committee  of  fupply. 

Refolvcd.  That  426,9041.  19s.  6d»  be  gratittd  ibr  the  or* 
dinary  of  the  navv,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  f  776t 

That  339)t  s  iK  be  granted  to  his  Mejeftv  for  buildiiige,  re^ 
buildings,  and  repairs  of  fhips  for  the  lervice  of  the  year 
1776. 
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tiavtmher  28. 
'    The  rdbhitioht  of  iitie  conunittee  of.  (apply  were  reported  • 
Jdid  after  a  ihort  cbnverfiitioiji  between  Capum  Lnttrell  and 
Mr.  Buller,  a^reSd  to. 

Captain  Luttrell  ot^iferved,  diat  hrge  fums  were  aontially  Capt.  Ut- 
granted  fiir  rcbviildings  and  repairs  of  mips  of  war,  which  he  ^•^ 
l^ag  well  fatisficd  tra-e  ncvir  expended*    He  inftanced  in  par- 
ticular, the  Dragon^  which  had  been  charged  in  the  eftitnate 
for  three  fnbce(&Vt  years,  and  ftill  remained  in  her  former 
condition. 

Mr.  Bulbr  faid, .  Uiat  it  was  impd&ble  to  tell  exadly  what  Mr.  Buihn 
ihe  repairing  ot  rebuilding  %  fhip  might  tome  to ;  for  m  ibme 
inffaAces  repairs  and  rebuildings  came  ai  high  as  building  a 
iicwlhip. 

Captain  LunreU  anlweted,  he  fiippofcd  it  niuft  come  higher ;  c»p*'  ^««- 
for  the  fhip  jurf  mentioned  might  be  "built  for  36,000!.  com-  *^'' 
pleat,  whereas  it  appeared  by  the  eftimates  alluded  to,  that 
ihe  had  cofb  the  public  32,0001.  though  fhe  ftill  remained  ufe^ 
lefs,  arid  for  ought  he  could  learn,  would  ever  continue  fb; 

Mr.  Bullir  replied,  that  as  to  the  comparative  ch^bapnefs  of  Mr.  B9H&9 
rebuildii^,  it  was  not  now  the  queftion.  It  might  be  fome- 
times  better  to  repair,  at  others  better  to  rebuild^  and  on 
other  occafions  ftiU  better  to  condemn  entirely,  and  lay  a 
new  vefiel  on  the  ftocks.  And  as  to  what  the  honourable 
gentleman  urged,  relative  to  the  eftimates,  th^  fhips  were  in- 
cluded in  them  year  after  year,  it  Was  nothit^  uncommon, 
and  ihight  be  eafily  accounted  for.  For  inftiance,  a  vfeflel 
might  be  put  on  the  eftimate  this  year,  and  When  fhe  came  to 
bt  fe^aired,  &c.  it  might  be  found  e^edient  to  by  out  the 
tnotiey  voted,  upon  fome  other  fhip,  and  fo  a  fecond  and  t 
third  veior;  but  ftill,  that  did  not  goto  impeach  tidier  the 
propriety  of  the  eftimate  or  die  reality  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  gtei's  fbm  voted,  though  the  application  df  the  ftreral 
items  fli6uld  be  direAed  to,fervices  of  i  kind  ditfereht  frott 
what  it  was  firft  dcftinfd. 

Navemler  29. 

Refblutions  on  the  Nova  Scotia  petition  rqiorted. 
When  xht  fiirft  refolution  was  read  Aete  was  fome  general 
4bonv«ft£lti0tt  on  a  point  of  order  between  l(Md  North,  Sit 
G^Sf^  V6i^e,  and  Mr.  BurXe,  as  to  the  time  of  moviQ| 
{%yAc  pi6f(mox»  Which  each  int^tided^  1^Ke«3p«^cr  inV 
tci|>6f<ja* 

Voi.  m.  I'i  Lofd 
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Lord  ivVfi.  Lord  Nmh  faid^  in  explanation  of  the  rcfolution  that  It 
might  be  proper  thfi  committee  who  would  l)e  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  bill  upon  the  rcfolutions^  ftiouW  be  inftruft'cd  to 
explain  that  nothifig  was  meant  to  interfere  with  the  old  mode 
of  rcquiiition..  That  he  had  heard  in  the  committee  the  idea 
of  tlie  honourabk  gentleman  [Sir  George  Yongc]  as  alfo  the 
idea  of*  the  honourable  gentleman  [Governor  rownall]  bc- 
liind  him.  And  he  owned  he  thought  the  idea  of  the  I10- 
nourable  gentleman  behind  lum^  of  a  provifo  making  it 
clear  that  nothing  was  meant  to  reftrain  the  crown  from 
making' requiiitions,  nor  the  people  from  makings  rants  upon 
them,  might  be  very  proper.  However  the  Houfe  would  be 
the  bcft  judge  of  it,  when  the  matter  came  into  difcul^Bn  at 
its  proper  time.  He  had  always  confidcred'the  petition  as  an 
anfwer  to  the  conciliacory  proportion  he  made  laft  year. 

Sir  Cesrgt    .  Sir  Georgc  Tonge  faid,  it  was  to6  ridiculous  to  fuppofc  that. 

Tmge.  ji  vvas  uo  aufwcr  to  the  noble  Lord's  conciliatory  propofition ; 
for  that  propofition  was  adJrefl'cd  to  thofe  colonies  with  whom 
we  had  differences,  but  we  had  no  differences  with  Nova 
Scotia.  In  the  next  place  he  faid,  this  colony  acknowledges 
the  Pailiament, of  Great-Britain  to  be  the  fupreme  Icgiflaturc, 
and  fo  did  the  general  congrefs ;  that  the  petitioners  acknow- 
ledge it  to  be  their  duty  to  contribute  to  the  empire,  and  fo 
did  the  congrefs.  But  that  they  llkewife  claimed  the  right 
wljich  the  cxMigrefs  claimed  :  namely,  the  giving  and  grant- 
ing their  own  money,  and  not  being  taxed,  by  Parliament; 
that  they  claimed  tins  as  their  own  right^  as  well  as  all  Ame- 
rica, to  which  they  dcfife  to  be  held  out  as  a  pattern ;  and 
they  dcfire  jit  on  the  footing  o^  prcferving  to  themfelves,  as 
well  as  all  America,  the  rights  of  mankind '  in  civil  fociety. 
He  was  convinced  they  claimed  the  exercilc  of  this  right^  as 
the  condition  upon  which  they  confented  to  grant  that  tribute 
%Q  the  empire,  and  of  their  duty  and  allegiance  to  tlicir 
mothcr.-country.  He  added,  that  being  by  this  petition  con- 
vinced that  thefo  were  the  genuine  fentiments  of  all  the  colo- 
nies, as  well  thofe  with  whom  wo  had  differences  >s  thofe 
with  whom  we  hfid  iiot ;  and  tliat  If  jhe  e^oerciie  of  this^  right 
was.  granjted  Tjy.  *n  explicit  de'clanWon,  ^hich  wa:f  the  only 
load  Wfte^iccj^thvc  would  hc: an'encl  to  tlxc  Vyai: ;  tliat  he  thcrc- 
/orei  for.t&c.  fake  of  peace,  "fhoyldcbnclvidi^  with  the  offer  of 
jiis  propofigon/wifhing  the  hiiniftry  toacccptf  Qf  it',  that  they 
thcmfelveslnigtt  make  tliat  *  peace,  'which  he  fhould  thank 
them  for,  as  well  as  every  man  ia  England  ;  which  he  was 
I      -  fatiifcti 
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fatisfiediwas  ia  their  power,  if  it  was  but  in  tlicir  incli- 
nation ;  but  was  only  in  their  power,  or  in  any  body*s,  by 
means  of  a  declaration  of  that  kind.  "  That  when  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  ftate  may  require  any  furtlier  fupplies  from  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia,  then,  according  to  the  prayer  of 
faid  petition  of  faid  province,  fuch  re^uiiitions  mould  be 
made,  as  have  been  formerly  pfaAifed  in  North  America, 
whereby  the  faid  p\x>vince  may  have  an  opportunity  of  fhew- 
ing  their  duty  and  attachment  to  their  Sovereign,  and  their 
true  fenfc  of  the  caufe  for  which  fuch  reqirifitions  were  made, 
by  means  of  which  alone  his  Majcfty  can  he  made  acquainted 
with  the  true  fenfe  of  his  people  in  that  diftant  pT0\  incc*** 

Mr.  Fielde  feconded  the  nwition.     He  entirely  agreed  in  Mr.  FiV/A. 
the  whole  of  the  honourable  gentleman's  argument ;  and  added, 
that  the  matter  was  of  too  much  confequcnce  to  be  left  in  amr 
biguity, 

.    Governor  Pownall  moved  the  previous  queftion  ;  in  order,  oov.  Few- 
he  laid,   to  introduce  a  motion  he  had  given  notice  of  before.  naiL 

The  Houfe  divided.  For  the  previous  queftion,  89  ;  againft 
it,  12.  . 

Governor  PovJualL     He  was  fomewhat  experienced  in  this  Governor 
matter,  as  to  the  grounds  on  which  the  people  of  America  p^wr-//. 
give  and  grant  their  monies.     He  knew,  he  fhid,  their  jea- 
ioufies  on  this  fubjeft,  and  how  neceifary  it  is  to  obviate  all 
fuch.     That  he  had  therefore  on  this  occafion,  wherein  the 
Houfe  are  calling  upon  them  to  contribxite,  by  their  own 
grants,  to  tlic.  common  burdens  of  the  empire  and   to  the 
common  defence,  very  attentively  watched  the  mode  in  which 
(in  this  particular  cafe)  the  Houfe  would  frame  this  bufincfs. 
That  there  may  be  noting,  not  only  to  give  real  grounds  of 
objeaiou,  but  not  even  grounds  of  jealoufy.     He  was,  he 
laid,  very  apprehcniivc  left  when  tl>e  Houfe  came  to  frame 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  requires  the  approbation  of  Prfrlia- 
mcnt  to  the  juft proportion  of  the  quota  offered,  it  (hould  aft  as    , 
refeiring  to  any  principle  which  even  feemcd  to  imply,  that 
noiaws  whereby  grants  of  money  are  made  to  the  crown,  were 
complcat  and  had  legal  effcft  until  the  King  and  Parliament 
coafcnted  to  them.     All  laws,  unlefs  i\kt\\  as  arc  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  England,  made  by  the  aifemblies,  are  complcat 
and  have  legal  cffeft,  unlefs  difallvutcd  by  the  King.     But  in 
grants  of  money,  as  a  quota,  towards  the  common  defence, 
which   grants  like  all  others  are  made  to   the  King,    tlie 
Ring's  acceptance,  accompanied  by  his  thankti,  is  .the  tn.e 
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mode  of  oprobation,  apd  I  hope  that  ihe  bill  will  be  fmaxA 

iccordin^y. 

There  was  a  fecond  point  in  which  he  thought  he  coidd 
difcern  the  feeds  of  jcaloufy  ;  that  was,  the  iixiQg  the  (}iiantum 
or  amount  of  the  duty«  To  avoid  sdi  d'oubu  and  ieateufies 
on  this  bead,  and  to  hold  it  out  to  the  other  colonies  as  an 
indifputable  truth,  that  the  Houfe  do  not  mean  that  the 
fimount  of  any  grant  made  by  any  houie  of  reprefentatives  in 
America,  muft  originate  in  the  Britiih  Hou£b  of  O>mmons ; 
it  will,  he'hoped,  &  difcriminatdy  marked,  by  redtiog  in 
the  biU  that  the  naming  the  amowt  or  ratQ  of  the  duty,  in 
diis  cafe  is  done,  at  and  ix\  coniequenoe  of  the  exprefs  refe^ 
rence  and  ipecial  defire  of  the  houfe  of  reprefentativesof  Nova 
Scotia* 

A  third  point  will  alio  require  a  fcnipulous  attention.  He 
faid,  he  had  watched  it  with  a  jealous  attention  :  and  that 
is,  tl^at  although  the  money  granted  for  the  common  defence 
muft  lie  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Supreme  Power  which  hath  the 
direflion  of  the  common  defence ;  yet  the  appiicatiom  of  it 
to  that  difenct  only^  fo  as  that  it  may  never  he^  perverted  to 
other  purDofes,  fliould  lie  with  the  grantors.  If  tbtt:e  be  left 
the  leaft  doubt  on  this  head,  if  diis  matter  be  npt  made  dear 
in. the  tenor  of  the  bill,  whatever  Great-Britain  may  get 
ifrom  Nova  Scotia,  it  will  never  have  a  grant  from  any  other 
province. 

If  thefe  matters  fliould  ever  be  fettled,  there  will  ftill  re-» 
piain  a  doubt  which  muft  be  cleared  up.  The  people  of 
America  have  got  rooted  in  their  hearts  a  jealouAr,  that  when 
the  Parliament  have  once  carried  the  point  of  a  nxod  and  per-^ 
fnanent  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  thecdony  govertuneiit^ 
and  a  perpetual  revenue  tor  the  common  defence,  aifon<^ 
blieswill  become  ufelefs,  and  that  all  intercourfe  between 
them  and  the  crown,  will  be  cut  off.  The  houfe  of  reprt^ 
fentatives  of  Nova  Scotia  exprcft  this  fear  and  jealoufy,  and 
it  is  the  univerfal  apptefaenfion  of  the  whole  continent  of 
America.  A  motion  arifing  from  a  very  accurate  arid  proper 
attention,  was  made  in  the  committee  by  an  honourable  friend 
of  his,  [Sir  George  Yonge]  and  had  it  been  placed  on  fuch 
ground  as  fuited  the  conftitution  both  of  the  colonics  and  of 
Parlian^ent,  he  would,  as  he  then  faid,  have  feconded  and  fup* 
ported  it.  It  was  not  (b  framed.  That  fometbing  on  that  idea 
ought  to  be  done,  he  was  fully  ^fuadcd.  He  had  therefore 
drawn  up,  trader  the  fprm  of  an  mftru&ion  to  fuch  committca 
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^  ffaall  be  oritrtd  to  prepare  and  bung  in  tbe  injtended  bHI,  the 
idea  which  he  meant  to  propofe  to  the  Houfe  when  that  cooir 
mittee  is  appointed,  *<  That  they  do  by  a  provifb  t^kt  care 
Uut  podiing  in  that  bill  doth  extend  or  be  fuch  as  ipay  be 
conftrued  to  extend  in  anjr  manner  to  reftraia  the  crown^ 
when  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  may  Tec)ure  any  further  aids 
from  the  faidprovmoe^  from  making  requifittons  thereto  in  the 
ufuai  manner,  as.  formerly  pradifed;  nor  to  reftraia  the 
Dcople  of  the&id  pcovince  from  ^vingand  granting  ti;kJus 
Majefty,  by  theiv  reprefenutives  m  affembly  met,  fnodier 
aids  on  fnch  reqnifition  fo  made  ;"  by  wbipfa,  4s.diey  pro*- 
perly  lay,  they  may  have  an*  opportunity  of  Slewing  their 
duty  and  attachment  to  his  Majefty,  and  the^r  ieafe  of  the 
fervice  for  which  fudi  recjuiiStion  is  made. 

The  iirft  reiblution  being  agreed  to,  wben  die  fecond  came 
10    be  reported,     Sir  George  Tinge  maved    the  foUowing^;^^ 
amendment.     **  That  it  ai^>car8  to  this  Houfe,    that  thcr.jij*. 
granting  the  powers  to  the  coI<»iy  of  Nova  Scotia,  of  po* 
viding  for  the  luppljT  of  the  fiiture  exigencies  of  government, 
by  the  mode  of  reqoifition  formerly  ii&d  in  America,  was  the 
condition  en  which  the  faid  colony  did  make  the  offer  of  ' 
granting  the  revenue  in  their  petition  exprefied.*' 

Mr.  Burke  feconded  this  motion.  He  iaid  it  was  almofti^r.^„^^ 
in  vain  to  contend,  for  the  country  gentlemen  had  abandon^ 
ed  their  duty,  and  placed  an  implicit  confidence  in  die  mi« 
niftcr.  But  that  ihould  neither  now  nor  hereafter  prevent 
him  from  performing  his  duty  ;  for,  let  the  noble  Lord  be  in 
or  out  of  office,  when  the  meafures  which  he  was  hurrying 
the  nation  wildly  and  inconfiderately  into,  wa^  fatally 
proved  to  be  ruinous  and  deftruftive  in  their  confequences- to 
the  moft  important  intercfts  of  this  country,  his  Lordftiip 
might  depend  on  it,  that  he  would  be  made  rcfponfible  for 
incafureshc  had  carried  into  execution,  under  the  fandtion  of 
iuch  a  confidence, 

Mr.  Fox  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  amendment.  He  faid,  anjur.  fi^ 
oppofition  to  it  by  adminiftration,  appeared  to  him  fcandalous 
and  difgraccful,     He  was  aftonilbcd  how  the  Houfe  could 
follow  and   agree  to  fuch  a  folemn  mockery  of  all  Parlia* 
mcntary  order  and  decorum, 

Sit  Crey  Cooper  iSiidy  he  \7as  fu^prifed  that  the  gentlemen  gj^^ 
on  the  other  fide,  when  th^y  were  objcfting  to  the  refolu-  ao/tr. 
tions,  never  faid  a  fyllable  relative  to  the  very  dutfhil  expref- 
fions  contained  in  the  petition,  in  which  they  acknowledge  the 
i'upreqaacy  of  the  Icgiflature  of  tliis  country, 

Mr, 
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MuAathiy  Mu  jfntbeny  Bacon  {M,  he  could  venture  to  ipcak  \nth 
BMn.  '  f^jjj^  con6dencc,  as  the  matter  concerned  tr^c  ;  and  he  wis 
convinced  a  bill  brought  in  purfuant  to  the  refolutions  now  re- 
ported, would  have  tlie  moft  falutary  cfFeds,  both  in  point 
of  revenue  and  commerce. 
It  pafied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  Burke.  Thciccond  refolution  being  agreed  to,  Mr.  Burke  propof- 
cd  the  following  amendment  to  the  third  refolution :  "  That 
although  the  termg  of  the  refolution  of  this  Houfe,  of  the 
a7th  of  February  1775,  'relative  to  America,  feem  litc- 
Tsdlv  to  require,  that  die  offer  therein  mentioned  ihould  be 
made  by  the  governor,  council,  and  aflemhly,  or  general 
court  ot  any  province,  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
fame  does  not  require  any  thing  more,  in  order  to  be  accept* 
ed  by  this  Houfe,  t^an  that  the  faid  offer  be  made  by  the 
houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  fuch  province ;  and  alfo,  though  the 
faid  refolution  feems  to  require,  that  the  faid  offer  fhould  be  a 
proportion,  according  to  the  condition,  circumfbtnces,  and 
iituation  of  fuch  province,  yet  that  the  true  meaning  of  the 
faid  refolution  dodi  purport,  that  any  duties  which  this  Houfe 
fliall  approve,  will  be  accepted  as  a  compliance  with  the  faid 
refolution,  although  no  grounds  for  determining  faid  pro- 
portion^  be  laid  before  this  Houfe ;  and  alfo  though  the  (aid 
refolution  does  feems  literally  to  require,  that  the  faid  pro- 
vinces do  make  provifion  for  the  fupport  of  civil  government, 
and  the  admininration  of  juftico  in  fuch  province,  the  fame 
doth  not  require,  that  any  other  provifion  for  civil  govern-, 
ment  fhould  be  made,  than  what  fuch  province  hath  been  ac- 
euflomcd  to  make.*' 

It  pzffed  in  the  negative. 
Adjourned  to  December  i. 

December  i. 

LprdiVtrf^.  Lord  North  moved  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Amcri- 
can  prohibitory  bill.  He  faid,  if  there  was  any  thing  which 
carried  an  air  of  feverity  in  the  bill,  it  would  be  in  the  pow* 
er  of  America  hcrfclf  to  prevent  its  operation  ;  for  all  that  the 
people  of  any  colony  had  to  do,  was,  in  any  one  inftance, 
to  own  the  legiflativc  fuprcmacy  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  pa- 
rent and  controlling  ftate  ;  or  if"  unwilling  to  accede  to  any 
general  declaration  of  that  kind,  to  contribute  of  their  own 
accord  towards  the  fupport  of  government,  as  one  of  the  parts 
of  the  empire  entitled  to  the  prote£tion  of  the  whole. 

Hon, . 
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Hon.  nomas  fValpolt.  My  featiments  have  been  ^.^iCe^  2?°'  ^'^ 
ly  delivered  in  this  Moufe,  that  fome  gentlemen  coniiietiBci  '*^* 
as  one  of  thofe  who  have  lately  changed  their  opinions/ xe-. 
fpcfting  America.  Had  I  indeed  formerly  approved  .the 
meafures  of  government  towards  the  colonies,  the  ill  fuccers 
which  has  rciultied  aild  which  is  likely  to  refult  from  them, 
would  now  convince  me  of  the  expediency  of  changing  the 
fyftem  of  our  conduft.  My  fentiments,  however,  ,hav© 
been  cmjvrmedy  not  altered^  by  our  late  unfuccefsful  experi-. 
ments  in  America  ;  as  I  have  conftantly  difapproved  every 
z&  for  impoiing  taxes  on  the  colonies.. 

Refpe£ting  £e  bill  now  under  confideration,  I  muft  op-* 
pofe  it,  becauie  of  all  our  proceedings,  this  appears  to  me 
the  moft  violent  and  impolitic.  It  begins  with  a  formal 
iodifcriminate  declaration  of  war,  againft  the  inhabitants 
of  thirteen  colonies,  and  after  authorizing  a  general  feizupe 
and  confifcation  of  their  effects,  it  concludes  with  a  fal- 
lacious nugatory  proviiion  refpe£ting  the  attainment  of 
peace.  Concerning  the  firft  of  thefe  objefts,  I  muft  obfeiye, 
that  were  it  both  juftifiable  and  expedient  to  feize  and  con-: 
filcate  the  property  of.  the  colonifts  without  dlfcrimina- 
tion,  the  time  for  doing  it  is  pajl,  s^nd  tlie  meafure  be- 
come inpraAicable,  by  that  total  fufjpenfion  of  commerce 
which  has  now  taken  place' in  America.  Twelve  months 
ago,  indeed,  an  attempt  of  this  kind  might  have  fucceeded^ 
but  its  fuccefs  would  have  been  ruinoys  to  multitudes .  ox  . 
Brltilh  merchants,:  who  were  either  immediately  or  remotely 
interefted  in  the  cargoes  of  all  American  veifels  wlierevei 
difperfed,  and  efpe.cially  of  thofe  laden  with  corn,  whicli  the 
Americans  were  honourably  fending  us  in  fli^cha^ge  p£  theic 
debts,  and  which  was  neceifary  to  preferve  E^urope  from  fa* 
mine.  The  attempt  was.therefore  wifely  fufpended,  as  in- 
deed every  other  hoftile  meafure  ov^ht  to  have  been ;  iince. 
it  it  impomble  for  us  to  injure  the  colonies  without  fufiering 
by  the  diftrefs  which  we  may  occafion  them.  ]  But  if  it  wa» 
expedient  to  delay  the  feizure  of  American  ihii>s  while  tliey* 
were  in  our  power,  it  muft  be  abfurd  to  attempt  it  when  the 
meafure  is  no  longer  practicable,  or  at  leaft  when  our  only 
iaptures  will  \)C  privaturs^  which  a  knowledge  of  this  a£l  will 

Jrovoke  the  colonifts  to  fit  out,  in  order  to  diftrefs  our  Weft* 
ndia  trade,  and  make  repriials  for  thofe  depredations  which 
we  are  now  going  to  authorize;  xmlefs  indeed  the  fevere 
fenaltits  of  aus  kill'  ihould  (aa  I  think  they  will)  induce  the 

Americajii 
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iftHifM^flt  t6  6(iefh  thttf  jAMis  to  thd  (hipi^  of  oAer  mtt'i- 
^thrpcy^r^,  and  iiivite  for^igi^rs  tx>  Tftj^Iy  their  ^nls ; 
sCptoce^s<Shg  wkitrK  w6«M  cbstif^el  us  t6  fei2e  tlie  cfitAs  of 
Ate^fitbjeS^  of  otbefftab^,  and  ereAtU^y  ijsvotvef  us  hi  a 
difaefttrottft  Etiropdafi  Mf^lu 

RefpUftthgtfae^cohcltKit%  part  of  tfaifsMU,  IctfMlottmt 
flifhk  th6  piWifiori  vrtfiicK  H  makes  foY-  peace  is  vcfy  uAdTuit- 
iBIe  and  inadequate  to  tiki  attainment  of  it*  For  the  pro* 
ttfitm  <!ohfift8  otAy  of  a  jiower  in  certain '  circumlEancef^  Co 
g^rant  particular  patdon^  and  e?teni!pfi6n6  fromcdie  peial- 
tiesof  this  ad.  But  will  €txe  offer  of  pardoh  fati&fy  men  who 
46fctioWfedge  ho  crime,  and  who  art  ednfclouB,  hotofMng  hut 
^f  Jufferihg  vurorig  f  Qi^^ilt  the  prol'plda  of  at!  exempdon 
from  cofemcrcial  feizurci,  without  the  redfefs  of  any  gric- 
Viiicc,  difiirm  fliofe  who  have  ddiberately  refufcd  all  cbm- 
tttfi^de  until  thei^  gricvanees  fhall  be  redreffed  ?  A  noble 
Lord,'  iJirho  is  now  become  the  minified-  for  America^  has  in- 
died  told  us,  that  'nothing  fliould  be  granted  to  die  colo- 
cifb  until  they  (hall  have  laid  down  &eir  arms  aad  4&ade 
an  unconditional  fubmiflion  to  our  claims.  Very  little 
howdvtfr  muft  his  Lordfliip  know  of  human  nature,  or  of 
the  people  annexed  to  his  depteirtment^  if  he  thinks  the  mo- 
fives  whi  A  have  induced  them  to  alfociate,  arm  and  fight 
in  the  defence  of  their  fuppofid  rights,  will  not  forever 
prevent  the  return  of  peace,  ankfs  more  adequate  axKi  jizft 
frotifions  be  made  for  obtaining  it. 

The  only  benefit  which  has  refttleed  from  our  inihappy 
conteft  #ith  America,  is,  that  bjf  It  we  have  been  led  to  re- 
vert to  the  firft  princtpes  of  civil  polity.  A^r  QUmeroua 
ftruggles  between  the  powers  and  opiirions  of  contendiii^ 
parties,  we  all  now  agree  in  thitf  fundamental  truth  ^  chat 
civil  government  was  tnftituted  to  beilefit  the  many .  who 
are  governed  and  nOC  the  feio  who  g9i>tnk  ;  or,  .  in  othet 
words,  that  its  pf-oper  end  is  the  prefervation  of  /f//,  frt9d$m^ 
and  property  }  "and  of  thefcy  the  hitter  has,  under  our  ismd^^ 
t'otiony  been  the  obJeA  of  peculiar  car^.  Imieed  the  rcxy  na^ 
«  ture  of  property,  aa  it  is  conihintly  defined,  requires  that 
the  pr^ietor  alone  fliould  have  a  right  to  difpofe  of  hia 
jroperiy^  and  therefore  it  is  that  by  the  moft  folema  ptovi- 
fions  of  our  government,  the  conlent  of  thofe  froot  Whom 
money  is  wanted  fbr  natfonal  ferviees^  ia  ntade  .tndifpMla^ 
hly  neceflary.  I  have  attentively  cdnftdercdthe  peculiar  rights 
«f  this  Houfe  refpefUng  the  impofitioffof  tfxipi*  ^  alio,  the 
tfiial  words,  formS|   and  circumftances  of  our  pecuniary 
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grants,  which  6f  themfclvcs  fufEcicmlyprdve,  that  a  right  of 

fronting  away  the  property  of  our  cohftituents,  is  totally 
tftir»A  and  different  from  a  right  of  making  laws  to  govern 
them.  We  are  the  only  branch  of  the  leglflaturc  that  re- 
prefents  the  people  and  property  of  Great  Britain  (the  peers 
fitting  by  titles  derived  from  the  crown)  and  therefore  ^ 
grant  of  this  Houfe  in  its  reprefentathe  capacity  neceflarily 
precedes  the  impofition  of  any  tax  on  the  people.  Thia 
appears  from  the  tenor  of  all  the  adh  for  raifing  fup- 
pliej,-  which  begin  with  reciting  that  *•  thfe  Commons'* 
alone,  feparately  and  diffin6tty,.have  firft  granted  therates^ 
duties,  and  impofition^,  intended  to*  ht  levied,  and  after* 
wardi  proceed  to  ena^^  by  the  joint  authority  of  King^ 
Lords,  and  Commons,  that  the  fums  which  have  been  thus 
^iftinftty  granted  by  the  latter,  fliall  be  collefted  according 
to  the  iiiterltion  of  their  fevcral  grants  ;  and  in  the  very  fame 
mtoifiti  tfie  Icgiflativc  afltftt  of  Parliament  was  always  re- 
quired to  authorise  a  colleftion  of  the  flibfidies  formerly 
granted  by  the  clergy  in  convocation  ;  though  yet  without  X 
pr^ious  grant  from  the  clergy,  no  taxes  were  coliefledfrom 
them  by  authority  of  Parliament  until  the  reign  of  Charles 
Che  Second,  i^hen  they  obtained  a  ihare  in  the  national  re- 
preftntation.  And  excepting  the  perplexity,  which  late  fo-* 
phiftical  fallacies  may  have  occafionedon  Chisfubjed,  no  pri- 
vilege of  otif  conftitution  was  ever  better  afcertained,  more 
generally  itnderffood,  or  more  confidently  belleved>  than  the 
prfvilege  which  ^Englifiimen  for  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages 
hai^  enjoyed,  of  being  taxed  only  with  their  own  confent, 
or  that  of  their  reprefentatives.  In  virtue  of  this  privilege, 
it  was,  that  the  unreprcfented  people  of  America  refufed  to 
pay  the  taxes  we  have  lately  impofcd  on  them;  a  rcfufal 
which  has  been  followed  by  a  feries  of  intemperate  and  vio- 
lent aAs  on  our  part,  and  by  a  lofs  ai  our  former  dominion 
over  thirteen  of  the  colonies  on  that  continent.  To  recover 
the  affcftioii,  the  commerce,  and  the  allegiance,  of  the  peo- 
ple ef  thefe  colonies,  (hould  be  the  end  of  all  our  endeavours* 
The  m^Kfures  which  we  have  hitherto  purfucd  for  this  end, 
have  produced  none  but  the  moft  pernicious  confequcnces  ;  \i 
is  time  therefore  to  profit  by  experience,  to  grow  wife  by 
misforttines,  and  to  try  the  effcfts  of  a  different  fyfttm  of 
conduft.  Enough,  and  1  fear  too  much  has  been  already 
attempted  by  im'tatton,  by  menace,  and  by  violence;  let 
thefe  give  way  to  milder  proceedings  ;  let  us  fcek  for  peace, 
not  by  carrying  war  and  defolation  over  the  countries  we 
woula  govern,  not  by  deftroying  the  fources  of  that  com- 
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merce  we  would  regain,  not  by  excUing  irrcconcilcablc  ha- 
tred m  thofc  whoie  afFedions  we  ibould  reconciliate,  but  bv 
purfuing  the  diftates  of  rpafon,  humanity,  andjuftice^  which 
are  all  repugnant  to  every  part  of  the  bill  under  coo&le- 
Vation. 
Mr.  Com'  ^  Mr., CoT/ttuall  did  not  fee  how  the  difpute  with  America 
«;«//.  'Would  be  produdive  of  a  war  with  any  European  power.  He 
in)agined  the  reverfe,  becaufe  Spain  in  particular^  feeling  a 
fimilarity  offttuation  andintereft,  inftead  of  encouraging  A  me- 
jica  in  ads  of  difobedieace  to  the  parent  ftate,  would  rather 
contribute  every  thing  in  her  power  to  fupprcfs  i  revolt^  which. 
In  example,  might  be  fatal  to  her  own  intercfts  in  the  new 
world.  He  obfervcd',  that  great  ftrefs,  he  forefaw,  would 
1>e  laid  on  that  part  of  the  bill,  which  fubjeded  all  (hips, 
merchandize,  &c.  which  belonged  to  the  people  of  America, 
or  any  perfons  whatever  found  trading  to  that  country,  to 
forfeiture  and  fonfifcation ;  but  he  fuppofed,  if  the  prefent 
ftate  of  that  country  were  only  confidered  for  an  inftant,  the 
propriety  of  that  part  of  the  bill  muft  bcfelf-evidcnt;  for  as 
the  non-exportation  and  non-imporcation  agreement  \\zd  un- 
condiiionally  taken  place  the  loth  of  September  laft,  the 
inevitable  confcquence  would  be,  that  .all  trade  being  at  an 
end  between  both  countries,  a  communication  would  be  open 
Ijetween  America  and  the  fevcrs^l  maritime  and  commercial 
nations  of  Europe,  particularly  France  and  the  Unjted  Pro- 
vinces'. He  faid,  in  the  prcTent  ftate  of  things,  however 
great  our  native  ftrength  and  refources  might  be,  fuch  was 
the  nature  of  a  land  war  to  be  carried  on  in  that  diftant  part 
of  the  world,  that  we  could  never  expcdt  to  fuccccd  ;  there- 
fore the  prefent  bill  was  necefl*<irv,  as  by  retraining  their 
maritime  intercourfe  v/ith  other  nations,  it  would  completely 
cut  oft'  all  their  refources,  and  give  Great  Britain  the  ad- 
vantage of  exerting  her  ftrength  on  that  element,  where  (he 
never  found  an  equal.  He  concluded,  with  aflertinjr  that  the 
government  of  this  empire  was  placed  in  the  Britifh  Parlia- 
ment j  that  of  courfe,  whatever  the  Britifti  Parliament,  in 
its  wifdom  and  juftice  decreed,  was,  to  all  intents,  conftruc- 
tions,  and  purpofcs,  binding  upon  every  other  part  of  the 
whole  empire. 
Mr.  Dun*  Mr.  Dunning.  Whatever  doubts  prevailed  on  the  firft  day 
*'^'^*  of  the  fcffion,  whether  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  predifted 

v/ar  or  peace,  no  one  could  now  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  its 
genuine  import.  He  was  one  who  looked  upon  it,  from  the 
very  beginning,  to  be  a  formal  declaration  of  war  againft  all 
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America.  He  was  every  day  more  and  more Tatisfied  that 
his  fufpicions  were  well  founded  ;  but  now  he  had  nothing' 
to  prevent  him  from  pronouncing  with  cenainty,  that  he 
was  fully  juftified  in  his  opinion,  that  war,  and  a,  war  of  the 
moft  unrelenting  and  bloody  complexion  was  meant  to  be" 
made  on  thofc  devoted  people.  He  was  tolerably  verfed  in^ 
hiftory,  nor  was  he  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  his  country  ;' 
but  never,  within  the  compafs  of  his  reading  or  knov/ledge, 
did  he  hear  of  fuch  a  rebellion  as  theprefent.  Who,  fays  he, 
arc  the  rebels  ?  What  are  the  principles  they  controvert  ? 
Who  is  the  Prince  to  whom  they  profefs  obedience  ?  But  turn- 
inT  from  thofe  matters,  which  are  only  a  fit  fubjecl  for 
ridicule,  do  not  the  confequences  promifc  to  be  ferious  ?  Let 
us  think  only  a  minute  of  the  manner  we  have  been  treated. 
How  is  it  poflible  we  can  proceed  an  inch  with  any  or  the 
leaft  degree  of  propriety,  without  the  neceflary  information? 
This,  it  is  poffible,  may  be  a  good  bill ;  it  may  be  the  only 
meafure  left  us  to  adopt,  which  may  be  the  means  of  bring- 
ing that  country  back  to  a  proper  fcnfe  of  her  duty  j  but  is 
there  pne  gentleman  in  this  Houfe,  even  one  honourable  mem- 
ber on  the  treafury  bench,,  who  will  rife  and  tell  me,  that 
bis  fupport  to  the  prcfent  bill  arifes  from  his  information, 
or  will  take  upon  himfclf  to  ftake  his  general  fupport  of  the 
bill  upon  information. had,  but  not  proper  to  be  communi- 
cated to  this  Houfe  ?  I  am  certain,  bold  and  enterprizing 
as  many  of  them  are,  there  is  not  one.  I  cannot  fit  down 
without  faying  a  word  or  two  relative  to  the  manifeft  par- 
tiality adminiflration  has  lately  fhcwn  to  a  neighbouring 
kingdom  (Ireland)  which  ufed  not  to  be  in  very  high  eftefem. 
No  longer  tyrannized  over  and  opprefTed,  flie  has  fuddenly 
become  a  favourite;  fhe  has  been  lately  told  by  the  minifter 
there,  that  flie  might  have  Heflians  or  Brunfwickers,  or 
ftie  might  have  none ;  and  that  they  fhould  be  paid  by 
this  country  on  the  prefent  occafion.  This  fure  is  a  hap- 
py change.  Ireland  may  have  foreigners  ;  fhe  may  have 
them  for  nothing ;  and  (he  is  fairly  told,  fhe  (hall  not  have 
one  without  the  confent  of  Parliament,  and  even  if  fhe 
fhould  confent,  (he  (hall  not  pay  a  fmgle  (hilling  towards  their 
maintenance  or  fupport.  Great  Britain  (hall  have  foreigners, 
whether  (he  will  or  not ;  Ireland  may  have  them  if  fhe 
pleafes  ;  but  even  then  Britain  (hall  pay  them. 

Hon.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  comphined  of  the  condu(k  of  admini-  Hon.  Mr. 
ftration,  in  keeping  every  thing  fecret ;  it  was  very  probable  ^'"'«/'^"^'^** 
if  admin iftration  could  have  kept  it  a  fecret,  that  the  King's 
troops  were  defeated  at  Lexington  in  April,  or  that  they  fufFered 
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worfe  th«n  a  defeat  ^  Bunker's  Hill,  vre  ibould  have  nev«r 
heard  of  thofe  two  very  mortifying  occurrences}  nor  th«t 
an  army  ol^  10,000  men,  with  a  moil  fonnidabie  train  of 
s^rtillcry,    and  commanded    by  four  generals  of  repnution* 
have  been  blocked  up  during  the  whole  fummer,  by  a  body  of 
people,  who  have  been  defcribed  in  this  Houfe,  ever  fioce  their 
names  have  been  firfl:  mentioned,  as  a  mere  cowardly  rabble. 
He  was  extremely  forry  to  find  that  the  very  framers  of  the 
bill,  either  underflood  fo  little  about  it,  or  chofe  to  a(Fe&  the 
grofleft  ignorance  as  to  its  true   meaning;  he  could  eafilf 
difcern   that  the  bill  breathed   nothing  but  war,   and  that 
not  of  an  ordinary  nature  ;  for  it  was  not  a  war  that  might 
be  ftifled  or  compromifed  by  a  mixture  of  afTertion  or  con - 
ceflion,  but  made  upon  a   principle  of  ruin   to  one  of  the 
parties,  if  not  to  both  j  in  fhort,  it  was  a  war  of  mere  reveoge, 
not  a  war  of  jufticc. 
Mr.  Fox.        Mr.  Fox  enumerated  the  fcvcral  contradiSions  and  evafionf 
of  the  minifter,  fince  tke  commencement  of  the  prefcnt  fef* 
fion,  and  contrafted  thefe   with   his  Lordihip's  declarationa 
the  preceding  feffion.     He  obferved  on  the  doStrin^  of  uiw 
conditional  fupremacy,  that  it  went  to  this  }  Tax  America  to 
any  amount,  orinany  manner  you  pleafe^   if  (he  complains^ 
punifib  her  with  pains  and  penalties  of  the  moft  cruel  and 
unrelenting  nature ;  and  if  fhe  redds  fuch  tyranny  and  bar- 
barity, then  lit  down  day  after  day  in  mercifij  deliberation 
on  the  moll  potent  and  expeditious  way  of  ftarving  or  maf- 
facring  the  devoted  vidims. 
jt!t9rnejGi'      Altorfiey  General  [Mr.   Thurloc]   infifted   no  troops  had 
9traU         been   offered   to   Ireland,  as  aiTerteJ    by  his  learned  friend 
[Mr.  Dunning]  who,  he  feared,  laid  too  much  ftrefs  upon 
news- paper  information.     £vei>  if  the  fa£i  was  fo,  this  was 
not  the  proper  time  to  debate  it,  nor  could  he  perceive  what 
kind  of  relation  there  was  between  the  fuppofed  offer  made 
to  Ireland,  and  the  bill  under  confideration. 
l/iu  Burke.      Mr,  Burke  obferved,   that  the  prefent  was  a  rctrofpedive 
bill^  for  it  inflidled  puni(hments  for  a£ls  thought  innocent  at 
the  time  they  were  committed,  and  legalized  others  which 
were  afts  of  atrocious  plunder  and  robbery.     Our    Saviour 
fent  his  apoilles  to  teach  and  proclaim  peace  to  all  nations ; 
but  the  political  apoftles,  to  be  fent  out  by  this  bill,  would  be 
the  harbingers  of  civil  war,  in  all  its  moft  horpid  and   hi« 
deous  forms,  accompanied  by  fire,  fword,  and  famine. 
Right  hon.      Right  Hon.  T,  Townjhend  was  fcvere  on  the  oftenfibic  mi* 
'j^^'       nifter  j  who  f4id  he  was  but  a  incre  ihadow  of  authority,  all 
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real   power  being  lodged   in  the  perfon  of  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fot  next  him,  [Mr.  Jenkinfon.] 

^r.  Jtnkinfon  faid  he  did  not  underftand   what  fuch  xn^Mr.jen* 
finuations  led  to,  if  not  to  miflead   the  Houfe  ;  that  he  had  *'*/•"• 
always   aded  conformably  to  ihe  fpirit  of  the  conftitution, 
and  defied  his  accufers  to  point  out  a  fingie  inflance  to  the 
contrary.  [Here  fome  ahercation  happened] 

Mr.  Rtgby  to  order.  If  gentlemen  thought  proper  to  rile  Mr.  Rigi^. 
to  explain,  it  was  always  underftood  that  they  were  to  con- 
fuie  themfelves  to  bare  explanation,  and  not  after  fpeaking 
to  the  queftion,  again  enter  into  debate.  He  therefore  ap- 
pealed to  the  chair,  fie  knew  thofe  kind  of  appeals  were 
very  disagreeable  to  the  chair,  and  would  hurt  the  Speaker 
to  exerciie  a  power  fo  very  contrary  to  his  gentle  difpofi- 
tion.    [e  laugb.'i 

Lord  John  Cavendifli  and  Governor  Johnftone  fpokc  like- 
wife  to  order. 

Lford  George  CaVinSfl)  faid,  the  manufa(flure9  were  daily  hot^George 
declining  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  con-  C^vendi/k. 
fequences  of  this  bill  muft  be  dreadful,  as  he  fuppofed  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  year  it  would  throw  above  40,000  hands 
out  of  employment. 

Lord  Stanky.    He  could  not  contradi£l  the  noble  Lord's  U.  Sttmly, 
general  information,  but  he  could  venture  to  affirm  it  was 
not  the  cafe  in  Lancafhire.  ' 

Honourable  Temple  Luttrel.  When  the  noble  Lord,  at  the  Hon.  T**^. 
head  of  the  tjreafury,  fir  ft  gave  notice  to  the  Houfe  of  the  LuttreU. 
bill  now  under  con£deration,  he  told  us,  it  was  his  intention 
to  repeal  the  three  feveral  a£ls,  reftrickive  on  the  trade  of  New- 
England,  and  certain  other  colonies,  as  infufHcient  to  the 
purpofe  he  had  in  view.  Now,  if  I  have  comprehended  the 
noble  Lord  aright  (and  I  have  followed  him  with  fome  atten- 
tion  throughout  the  whole  of  this  unfortunate  bu(ine&)  he 
has  at  different  times  profeiTed  to  have  in  view  two  very  dif- 
uv\dt  and  contradictory  purpofes  :  the  one  to  accelerate  a 
peace,  the  other  to  continue  the  war  with  energy,  and  a 
profufe  eiFuiion  of  blood.  If  the  noble  Lord  would  repeal 
thefe  iniquitous  a£ls,  and  fufpend  a]l  other  hoftlle  proceed- 
ings for  the  prelent,  he  may  probably  lay  the  ground-work 
of  peace)  but,  if  the  noble  Lord  proceeds  to  a  more  difFufe 
and  rigorous  fcverity,  he  will  put  an  end  to  every  ray  6f  hope 
that  could  be  entertained  of  uncere  or  eire<!^ual  conciliation. 
One  hope.  Sir,  I  will  however  ftill  entertain,  and  which  I 
am  neither  afraid  nor  afbamed  to  avow  \  it  is,  that  the  Ame- 
ricans may  prove  fuccefsful  in  the  niaintenance  of  their  juft 
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rights.  Sir,  I  heartily  wifh  them  fuccefs,  for  their  fakes 
who  have  been  grofsly  injured,  and  I  wifli  it  for  our  own. 
We  have  now  before  us  a  dreadful  alternative :  if  the  colo- 
nifts  gain  the  viftory,  we  bid  farewel  to  the  moft  valuable 
branch  of  the  commerce  of  Great-Britain,  and  we  no  longer 
hold  that  pre-eminent  diftinSion,  which  the  triumphs  of  the 
laft  war,  and  our  fuperior  form  of  government,  gave  us  a 
juft  title  to,  among  the  powers  of  Europe :  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  minifterial  army  fhould  come  oiF  with  conqueft^  to 
judge  by  your  northern  addreffes ;  by  the  accommodating 
temper  of  the  military  (fo  diflFerent  from  former  times)  ;  and 
above  all,  to  judge  by  the  complexion  of  our  prefent  rulers ; 
the  liberties  of  iingland  muft  inevitably  fall  a  facrifice  on 
the  American  continent.  But,  Sir,  1  truft,  the  eyes  of 
Great-Britain  will  open,  ere  it  be  too  late,  and  that  (be  will 
difeover  the  dangerous  precipice,  on  the  brink  of  which  ihe 
at  this  day  ftands.  Sir,  without  any  extraordinary  talent  of 
prophecy,  I  do  venture  to  foretel,  that  if  thefe  violent  mea- 
lures  of  coercion  be  further  pcrfevered  in,  you  will  involve 
"every  diftrift  of  the  Britifli  dominions  throughout  the  four 
quarter3  of  the  globe,  in  the  various  calamities  and  horrors  of 
your  unnatural  civil  wir.  Surely,  Sir,  the  country-gentle- 
men, who  are  fo  frequently  called  upon  from  all^Tides  of  the 
Houfe,  now  they  are  retiring  into  the  country,  muft  ponder, 
during  the  Chriumas  recefs,  on  the  mifchiefs  they  have  been 
accefPary  to,  and  will  return  to  t^arliament  with  fentiments  of 
contrition,  and  fuch  fentiments  as  have  ufually  aduated  that 
valuable  body  of  Englishmen.  Nekher  will  I  defpavrof  fee- 
ing this  Parliament,  which  has  borrowed  the  name  of  the 
memorable  Coventry  parliament,  and  copied  fo  many  of  its 
mifdeeds,  tiake  from  it  the  only  ^^«</ precedent  it  can  afford 
(for  I  am  not  quite  clear  as  to  the  meafure  of  excluding 
lawyers).  The  Coventry  parliament,  in  the  fifth  year  or 
king  Henry  IV.  (about  the  month  of  January)  having  granted 
to  the  crown  very  exorbitant  and  unjuftifiable  taxes,  a  very 
few  weeks  after,  caufed  the  record,  containing  that  grant,  to 
be  committed  to  the  flames,  hoping  by  fuch  expedient,  to 
prevent  their  offence  from  being  difcovered  to  future  genera- 
tions.  Let  us.  Sir,  follow  that  bright  example,  and  have 
all  the  American  ads  paffed  fince  1763,  whether  relative  to 
unit miied  (ovcrtigntYy  to  famine,  or  to  taxation,  felefted  from 
your  rolls,  and  put  into  the  fire;  and  when  you  fend  com- 
miffioners  over  to  Bofion,  with  the  olive  branch  of  peace  in 
one  hand,  I  would  have  them,  inftead  of  the  exterminating 
fword  of  war,  carry  in  the  other  a  cinerary  vafe^  filled  with 
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the  aflies  of  thofe  defund  parchments  ;  td  bfe  a  facrifice  at 
the  tree  of  liberty,  where  they  (hould  be  bMried,  and  with 
them  our  mutual  animofities,  and  every  idea  that  might  here* 
after  grow  up  to  malice,  reproach,  or  miftruft.  Such  a  le- 
gation, and  fifch  credentials,  would  be  worthy  the  wifdom 
and  juftice  of  the  Britifli  legiflature,  and  reftore  your  empire 
to  its  former  fplendor  and  profperity :  but  if  the,  chara<aer  of 
Herald  be  to  predominate  in  this  commiffion,  there  is  not  one 
leaf  of  the  olive-branch  will  be  accepted  of  in  Apoerica,  till, 
you  have  riveted  fetters  on  the  Jaft  hand  that  has  nerves  able, 
to  refift  you.  I  know.  Sir,;  that,  for  a  fubje^l.  to  ^efift  the 
executive  power  of  the  ffovernme^t  oyer  thai  fo^iety  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  muft  oe  deemed  an  ad  of  rebplUan,  unlefs 
fuch  executive  power  ihall  have  qoo^nYitKed  a  prior  Sk&  of  re^ 
beilion  againft  hs  cxc^o^^^-^bi  p^ph 'f  for  then  it  virtually 
lays  kfelf  lender  an  intbrdil^,'  and  reilftanc^  is  not  oi>ly  par* 
danable,  but  praifeworthy  3:  ivbccomes  the  duty  of  every  good 
citizen ;  therefore  the  gk>riou$  founders  of  the  Revolution  in 
168S  were  patriots,  not  rebels;  and  the  foreign  princes  they 
brought  over,  and  ieated  on  the  throne  of  England,  in  pre- 
ference to  all  hereditary  claims  of  fucceffion,  were  legal  fove- 
reigns,  and  not  ufurpers.  Sir,  I  ihall  repeatedly  afHrm,  that 
the  adminiftrators  of  government  in  this  country,  were 
guilty  of  A  heinous  zSt  of  rebellion,  when  they  fent  fleets 
on  fleets,  and  armies  on  armies,  to  America,  to  compel  the 
colonifts  to  admit  of  taxation.  Three  millions  of  people, 
three  thoufand  miles  diftant,  without  one  delegate  in  your, 
Icffiflativc  body,  and  fo  eccentral  with  refpeft  to  this  ifland, 
as  not  %o  be  pofllbly  comprehended  in  virtual  reprefen ration  ; 
orcupying  a  territory  of  fuch  magnitude,  that  were  you  to 
take  from  the  map  of  it,  the  extent  of  the  Britifh  ifles,  the 
c!€fe£t  would  fcarely  be  vifible  to  the  moft  accurate  eye,  I  fay. 
Sir,  this  was  rebellion  againft  the  fundamental  conftitutloa 
ff  Great-Britain,  eftabliihed  on  reafon  and  the  natural  rights 
of  mankind,  from  the  earlieft  ages,  confirmed  century  after 
century,  and  reign  after  reign ;  it  was  rebellion  in  the  fuHefl: 
fenfe  of  the  word*  againft  the  unalienable  rights  of  fuch  an 
,  imperial  mafs  of  Bricifh  freemen. 

Such  is  my  law  ;  fuch  I  bold  to  be  the  law  of  common- 
fenfe,  and  (with  all  due  deference  to  fome  gentlemen  in  very 
authoritative  raiment  over  the  way)  fuch  1  uoderftand  to  be 
the  eflicient  law  of  the  land. 

As  I  mentioned  the  ineleeibility  of  lawyers  into  the  Coven- 
try-parliament,  and  exprefled  my  doubts  upon  the  expediency 
of  their  exclufion,   it  may  not  be  amifs,  if  I  ftate  to  the 
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ffoufe,  before  I  fit  down,  on  M^hgt  arguments  that  d(Hibt  wa» 
founded.  Sir,  I  know  there  are  man^  good  and  wife  men  of 
the  refpefilable  profeffion  of  the  law  among  us^  yet  I  (be  /«;«♦ 
very  difttnguiihed  and  lading  (?ba#aAers  ef  th^  long-robe, 
who,  from  ^hat  has  fallen  under  my  obfennition,  fines  I 
have  had  the  honour  of  a  feat  here,  want  frequently  to  be  put 
in  mind,  that  they  are  ele<9ed  into  the  Hou(b  of  Commons  as 
reprefentatives  ef  the  fubjeS,  not  as  retalfiers  of  the  cr^wn  ; 
it  may  perhaps  be  their  duty  in  a' neighbouring  hall,  oYi  every 
occauon,  to  advance  the  regal  prerogative  ^  but»  Sir^  when 
they  enter  thefe  46orS|  would  it  aot  well  bofir  them  to  a£t  as 
unbiafled  judges  eS  the  true  incerefti  qf  the  people,  and  jea- 
lous guardians  over  their  liberties  }  For,  howei^r,  they  may 
f;ain  much  profe^jlonal  applattfe  in  the  inferiour  eaarts  of 
aw,  by  the  dexterity  with  iR4iioh*th€y  can  make  their  tongues 
recede  f>om  their  reafto,  and  dekide^  4heir  bearers  \  to  proM- 
tute  the  enlightened  faculties  of  thtf  mind,  and  ufe  rho  like 
arts  to  kniflead  the  grand  Inqueft  of  the  nation  (opeiv  points 
too  that  eiFe£^  the  vital  principles  df  all  good  eovernmont)  is 
both  highly  dangerous  and  highly  criminal.  Sir,  Ifliiiflcer* 
tainly  give  my  vote  to  reje£l  this  bUt ;  without  entering  into 
any  of  the  articles.  I  abominate  every  principle  op  which  the 
bill  is  founded. 

%/U.  Bayly.  Mr.  Bayly  (bM,  he  muft  teH  thofe  vociferous  fentkrmen, 
who  were  calling  out  in  fuch  a  hurry  for  the  queftfoa,f  that 
he  muft  (irft  call  on  the  noble  Ldrd  [lord  North]  for  his  edate 
which  was  going  to  betaken  from  him  by  this  bllt^  He  fatd, 
if  all  trade  and  intcrcourfc  were  ftopped  between  the  Wcft- 
Tndies  and  North  America,  the  plantations  were  at  orKe 
ruined,  as  it  was  impoffible  to  make  either  fugaror  r\im,  or 
fend  it  to  this  country  wkho^t  American  fupplies.  That  as 
foon  as  it  was  n^de  lawful  to  take  American  vefieiSi  he  did 
not  doubt  but  all  the  fugar  fhips  would  be  made  nrlKcs  of ; 
for  as  they  were  obliged  to  come  home  by  the  coa(t  df  Ame- 
rica, it  would  be  eafy  for  a  petty  officer  of  a  man  of  war  to 
fay  thofe  (hips  were  found  hovering  upon  that  coaft,  and  that 
they  had  arms  and  gunpowder  on  board  (which  no  merchant 
(hip  is  without)  and  were  going  to  fupply  the  rebels  with  them  l 
this  pretence  is  fufficlent  to  condemn  them,  fo  that  every 
planter's  property  would  be  conflfcated  and  (bared  amonglt 
the  favourites  of  the  minifter*  He  faid,  that  proof  had  been 
given  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  annual  exports  to  North  Ame- 

*  The  attorney  and  folicitor- general. 
f  Several  members  had  called  for  the  queAion. 
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rica,  befoie  this  fatal  war  broke  out,  amounted  to  tbre^miU 
li^osatid  a  half,  of  which  more  than  three-fourths  werectf 
our  own  manufaftories,  and  that  we  got  great  profit  from  the 
other  fourth,  but  that  the  whole  of  this  exportation  was  loft, 
as  alfo  of  6oo,oooI.  exported  in  the  fame  manner  from  Scot« 
laod.    That  the  Weft  Indies  took  more  than  one  million 
one  hundred  thoafand  pounds  annually  of  Britifh  manufac* 
tory,  and  four  hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  worth 
tf  goods  were  annually  exported  to  Africa,  to  carry  on  the 
Weft<*India  trade ;  all  this  added  together,  amounted  to  the 
aaiaving  f«m  of  near  fix  millions  mrling ;  and  if  this  bill 
piAd,  the  whole  of  this  immenfe  export  would  be  ftopped^ 
and  thereby  fo  great  a  national  benefit  would  be  loft,  befidea 
the  infinite  advantages  we  reaped  on  our  trade  and  imports 
from  thence,  and  a  million  of  nett  money  annually  paid  into 
the  £xche<|uer.  Therefore  he  begged  and  implored  gentlemen 
would  confider  whether  it  was  not  madnefs  in  adminiftration  to 
rifijue  (6  great  a  lofs,  and  put  the  nation  to  fo  immenfe  an 
expence  of  blood  and  treafure,  in  order  to  eftabliih  an  arbi- 
trary and  an  unjuft  right  in  America,  as  taxing  them  without 
their  own  confent,  and  which  the  minifler  confefled  he  never 
meant  to  make  ufe  of.     Befides  this,  he  would  advife  ?entle. 
men  to  refioft,  whether,  as  foon  as  commiiHons  were  given  to 
one  crutzer  to  take  and  make  prizes  of  all  vefiels  which  were 
•found  on  the  coaft  of  America  with  arms  and  ammunition  on 
board,,  if  diia  would  not  inevitably  involve  us  in  a  war  with 
France  and  Spain,  as  their  (hips  and  galleons  all  came  home 
from  their  American  colonies  by  the  coaft  of  America,  and 
were  well  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition,  which  would 
give  juft  the  fame  pretence  for  feizing  them  as  our  own  veflels ; 
even  the  ftopping  and  fearching  them  may  as  reafonably  be 
(iippofed  to  give  as  much  oflTence  to  them  as  the  Spaniards 
gave  totis,  wnen  the  war  before  the  laft  was  aflually  declared 
againft  the  Spaniards,  for  no  other  reafon  than  their  ftopping 
•and  fearchtng  our  veflels  in  the  Weft-Indies. 
•    The  bill  being  read  a  fecond  time,  agreeable  to  lord  North's 
motion,  it  was  moved  to  commit  the  bill  for  Tuefday  the  5th. 
Upon  which  feveral  gentlemen  beg8;ed  lord  North  to  poftpone 
it  a  few  days,  to  give  the  Weft-India  merchants  and  plirnteri, 
who  had  adverttfal  a  meeting  of  their  body  on  this  bill  for 
WednefiJajT  the  6th,  an  opportunity  of  laying  before  the 
Houfe  any  kiformatkrn  or  evidence  they  might  judge  ncceSkry ; 
k  wat  cnoi^  theref^ftre  to  amend  the  motion  to  Tuefday 
Jevenigbt,  the  itth«    The  Houfe  divided  3  for  the  amende 
Voi».  II  I#  I^  1  ment; 
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merit,  55  *»  againft  it,  207.    The  mAin  queftion  was  then 
put ;  the  Houfe  divided  a^in ;  for  it,   155  ;  againft  it»  24. 
Adjourned  to  December  4. 

Df amber  4* 
,    No  debate. 

Dgamher  5. 
A  petition  of  the  merchants  of  LancafleF,  i^as  prefented  to 
the  Houfe,  and  read ;  fetting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  carry 
on  a  confiderable  trade  to  the  Britiih  fagar  colonies  on  their 
own  accounts  ^  whereby  the  manu&diires  of  this  kingdom 
are  encouraged,  and  the  revenue  augmented ;  and  that  the 
petitioners  are  alarmed  at  the  confequences  which  muft  hap- 
pen to  the  faid  colonies,  ihould  the  non*exportation  agree- 
ment in  North  America  be  adhered  to ;  from  whenee  thofe 
.colonies  have  hitherto  been  fupplied  with  very  large  quaja>ti- 
ties  of  bread,  flour,  rice,  Indian  corn,  live  ftock,  and  other 
proviftons,  alfo  lumber  and  various  other  articles  abfolutely 
jiecellary  and  requifite  for  their  fuftenance  and  fupport;  and 
that  the  petitioners  are  very  apprehenfive  the  prefent  inter- 
ruption of  fuch  fupplies  will  greatly  diftrefs  the  faid  colonies, 
and  be  very  prejudicial  to  thefr  commerce  with  them;  and 
therefore  praying  the  Houfe,  to  take  into  confideration  th« 
unhappy  fuuation  the  fugar  colonies  muft  be  in,  while  fuch 
fupplies  are  witheld  from  them,  and  wherein  their  com* 
merce  may  be  involved,  and  grant  fuch  relief  in  the  premifes 
as  to  the  Houfe  fhall  feem  meet.  Ordered,  to  lie  upon  the 
uble. 
hnANtrtb^  LorJ  North  VBiOw^i  for  the  order  of  the  day,  to  go  into  a 
committee  on  the  bill  for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  America* 
Lord  Ftiif  Lord  Folkejlom^  in  a  (hort  fpeech,  obferved,  that  the  bill, 
^**'*  in  its  prefent  form,  was  the  ftrangeft  heterogeneous  mixtuise 

of  war  and  conciliation  imaginable.  He  faid^  that  the  dis- 
parity of  numbers  in  the  Houfe  of  thofe  inclined  to  war,  and 
thofe  who  wifhed  for  peace,  was  very  great,  but  nothing  like 
the  dHpariry  in  the  claufes  of  the  bill ;  that  there  were  thirty- 
five  claufes  that  aimed  at  defolation,  and  one  only,  a  fingle 
one,  that  pretended  to  be  pacific ;  that  this  mixture  of  hof- 
tility,  and  conciliation,  in  the  fame  bill,  could  proceed  from 
no  motive,  but  a  defire,  either  of  confounding  the  attenlloo, 
by  the  variety  of  the  obje<Ss,  and  diverting  it  from  obferving 
the  difparity  of  the  various  parts,  or  of  precluding  debate, 
by  continuing  the  fubje£b  matter  of  two  bills  in  one ;  that 
both  thefe  reafons  were  indecent,  and  iinparliamentary.  He 
anic^ad  verted  on  the  immpnfe  powers  conveyed  by  the  bill,  on 
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(t  did  not  know  whom,  on  it  did  not  know  how  many  or  ,  - 
how  few  commiflloners,  or  whether  more  than  one,  anci  ob- 
fcrvcd,  that  they  were  left  to  stSt  upon  difcretion  ;  nay,  with- 
out any  rule  to  judge  by,  had  power  to  fufpend  the  aa.  That 
if  he  had  no  other  reafon  for  wifliing  the  Houfe  to  agree  to 
the  motion  in  this  way,  there  at  lead  would  be  a  bill  of  peace 
to  balance  one  that  prefcribes  nothing  but  wnr,  horror,  and 
confifcation.  His  Lordfliip  on  thefe  principles  moved,  that 
the  bill  be  divided  into  two  feparate  bills. 

Mr.  Dfmpfier  feconded  him',  'Jj;  ^"^ 

Mr.  Rug  oppofed  the   motion,  on  the  ground  that  the  Mr.  RUe, 
matter  of  the  bill,  and  itsfubftantial  operation,  would  an fwer 
the  ideas  of  the  noble  Lord  as  well  in  one  bill  as  two. 

Mr.  Ditnpjler  then  enlarged  upon  the  bill  itfelf,  and  faid,  Mr.  Dtm^^. 
he  wiihed  much  for  the  motion,  which  he  knew  nothing  of^*'^' 
till  it  was  made,'  not  <}uite  for  the  (ame  reafon s  as  had  been 
given  by  the  noble  Lord,  for  he  approved  of  that  part  whicl^ 
treated  of  the  commiffioners  ;    for   though  he  thcmght  the 
powers  too  great,  yet  that  great  powers  were  undoubtedly   . 
fiecefiary  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  commiflion  j  that  it   greatly  ,  ^ 

diftrefied  him  in  his  vote,  when  he  wifhed  well  to  one  part  of 
a  bill,  and  looked  upon  the  other  part  with  horror ;  and 
earncAly  begged  the  motion  might  pafs,  as  it  would  relieve 
him  from  great  diiHculties, 

Mr.  Sjfw^obferved,  that  the  bringing  in  a  bill  of  fuch  im-  Mr.  ^j»^. 
portance  as  the  prefent,  looked  as  if  adminiftration  brought 
the  bill-in  at  this  feaibn  of  the  year,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
oppofition  it  would  probably  meet  from  the  country  gentle- 
men. The  minifter  was  well  aware,  he  faid,  that  thecoun* 
try  gentlemen  could  not  be  kept  in  town  this  feafon  of  the 
year«  He  faid,  he  begged  to  be  underftood  what  he  meant 
by  that  defcription.  What  he  meant  by  the  defcription 
country  gentlemen,  was  perfons  of  landed  property,  of  con- 
ftitutional  notions  of  independency,  men  who  come  into  this 
Houfe  to  do  their  duty  ^  and  he  was  fure  a  majority  of  thefe 
could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  countenance  a  meai'urc  of  fo 
defpotic  a  complexion  as  this. 

Sir  George  iCwge  objeAed  particularly  to  the  difpenfing  5ir  C^^r-r 
power  given  to  the  commiffioners,  which  he  confidwred  as  "^^^V* 
lowering  Parliament,  and  making  it  appear  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  thofe  upon  the  continent,  who  already  entertained 
jio  very  high  idea  of  its  free-agency,  and  who  rauft  be  faiis- 
fied,  that  it  would  not  voluntarily  fubmit  to  fuch  an  indig- 
nity, and  therefore  was  brought  to  fubmit  to  it  ^v  in- 
4ir€£l  m$ansn 

L  I  2  Lord  . 
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Ld.  Nmi.  Lord  Mr/*  faid,  fome  were  againft  the  warlike  part  of  dni 
bill,  others  againft  the  pacific  or  conciliatory  part,  but  that 
the  moft  extraordinary  reafon,  with  thofe  who  witbed  for 
peace,  arnd  fupported  this  motion,  was  the  difpenfing  power 
given  by  the  pacific  claufe ;  for,  faid  he,  if  the  motion  palles, 
nie  power  of  difpenfing,  will  be  of  difpenfmg  with  the  paci- 
fic, and  not  with  the  holHe,'  bill.  He  thought  it  fairer  to 
declare  againft  the  bill  in  tot9%  that,  he  was  fure,  was  the 
ultimate  wifh  of  thofe  who  wanted  to  divide  it  in  two;  and 
as  fuch^  he  ihould  ftrenuoufly  oppof<^  any  motion  of  that 
tendency,  and  of  courfe,  would  give  his  vote  for  having  the 
bill  remain  in  its  preTent  form. 

toni  John       Lord  Giorgi  Cavendijh  fpoke  for  the  motion,  as  incapable  of 

^*^*^'V*'  doing  any  ha^m,  and  gratifying  fome  perfons  who  diQiked 
only  part  of  the  bill. 

At  five  o'clock  the  queftion  was  put  on  lord  Folkeftone*i 
motion ;  and  the  Houfe  divided  ;  ayes,   34  j  noes,  76, 
The  Houfe  then  went  into  the  committee, 

Sif  Gmgt       Sir  George  Hay  fupported  the  firft  claufe  with  great  earneft^ 

^V*  iiefs.  He  faid,  no  man  in  his  fenfes  could  doubt  but  that 
America  was  in  rebellion ;  nor  no  man  could  doubt,  that 
the  prefent  bill  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  peifcftly 
juftifiaWe  and  neceffary.  He  entered  into  a  comparative 
ftate  of  the  nature  of  a  war  carried  on  againft  rebels  and 
alien  enemies,  to  (hew  that  the  latter  feould  be  treated 
with  much,  greater  lenity  than  the  former.  The  latter 
owned  no  obedience,  no  duty,  no  gratitude,  while  the 
former,  turning  their  back  upon  every  moral  as  wdf  as  ^rivil 
tye,  to  violence  and  lawlefs  rapine  added  moral  guilt,  and 
the  blackeft  of  all  earthly  crimes, 

cZri^l"  '^^'^^John.CavendiJh  faid  it  was  improbable,  thatthe  honour- 
able gentleman  had  drawn  up  that  part  of  rhc  bill  which 
meafured  out  into  fuch  exaft  portions  the  feveral  parts  each 
admiral,  captain,  &c.  was  to  (hare  of  the  common  fpoils. 
But  who,  fays  his  Lordfhip,  are  thofe  fpoils  to  be  taken  from  ? 
He  will  probably  anfwer,  from  the  rebellious  Americans. 
Will  the  honourable  gentleman  venture  to  aflcrt,  that  all 
America  is  in  rebellion  ?  Or,  that  after  this  bill  is  paflled, 
will  he  venture  to  aflert,  that  any  one  man,  whether  refident 
within  the  twelve  united  colonies  or  not,  will  be  Mq  to  trade, 
or  even  proceed  two  leagues  to  fca  ?  No,  it  is  plain  that  he 
has  confidcred  the  bill  only  in  one  point  of  view,  the  cap- 
tures, the  forfeitures,  and  confifcations,  the  fharing  of  the 
pri^e  money,  and  the  final  condcmnativn. 

Sir 
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Sir  Gi<arge  Bavili  wa«  equally  icvcre  on  the  bill  tn  drits^ir^i^i* 
parts.  He  faid,  the  miniftry,  fteai  a  ou? r^  childtft*  fottilh^^'^*' 
obftinacy^  to  hold  tbcir  plapes,  were  %t  once  rifquing  their 
heads,  and  plunging  the  nation  into  certain  ruin*  He  faid, 
dead  majorities,  and  thin  houfe«,  were  matters  v«cy  fdvQura^le 
and  encouraging  to  the  minifter  to  perfcvcre ;  biit  he  afiured 
the  Houfe,  that  the  thread  when  drawn  too  fine  would  at 
lenech  break;  (or  however  theynnight  vote  or  divide,  within 
thete  wall&y  when  our  isanufa£tures  were  ruined,  our  rcr 
fourets  flopped  or  dried  up,  and  that  we  w«re  engage]  in  » 
French  or  Spanish  war,  maiorities  would  avail  tl^  oiniilcr  • 
very  little  :  no  majority  would  avail  in  fucji  a  criticaJ  ftate  of 
things,  much  lefs  one  already  uruvicrraily  execrated  and  cnn« 
demned,  for  its  notorious  veoality^  corruption,  and  Wind 
fubmiffion  to  the  mandates  of  a  miniflrr,  who  is  hinUelf  con^ 
fcfled  on  all  hands  to  be  far  from  being  popular, 

Mr.  Attormy  General  fpoke  with  pjrecifion,  acutenefs,  and  Mr.  Atfr*> 
)udgiiiem,4ipon  commerce.     He  proved  fubftantialiy,  thoifgh  "'yCeaeral 
not  literally,  that  that  government  was  in  reality  thcm/Je/t'^ 
which  infilled  the  moft  cruel  and  sioft  frequent  puai^-r 
ments, 

Mr.  iF^jr,  in  anfwer  to  what  the  learrled  gentleman  kadMr.F«% 
affirmed,  that  no  man  would  be  fubje^ed  to  punifhmenr, 
unMa  he  were  found  guilty^  replied,  that  it  was  better  not 
to  take  the  trouble  of  entering  into  any  proof  of  innocence 
under  this  bill ;  becaufe,  whether  innocent  or  guilty,  the 
bloody  complexion  of  it  feemed  to  prejudge  before  trial,  and 
condemn  without  proof. 

Governor  Lytielfn  was  for  the  clauie.  Cof.  tjt* 

Right  honourable  T.  Townfiend^  in  allufion  to  the  long  ^'^    ^ 
quotations  of  Sir  George  Hay,  obfervcd,  that  many  learned  TwaAlrf/ 
quotations  had  been  m^e  by  one  learned  genljeilpan,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  evening,  fome  Latin,  fome  £ngj!£h,  but  all, 
or  ffnoft  at  leaft,  ytty  little  applicable  to  the  prefenft  hilL 

Honourable  lAx,  JVaipoU  condemned   the  bill  throughout,.  2?"' *^'' 
end  predi<£ied  the  commencement  of  the  ruin  of  the  §ritift    ^**^' 
commerce  and  national  greatntrfs  would  be  irotn  the  very  day 
it  fhould  reoeive  the  royal  aflent. 

Mr.  J3tfri«feid,  it  was  the  firft  time  he  ever  lieard  it  aflerted,  Mr.  Burki^ 
cither  in  print  or  In  debate,  within  or  without  tbcfc  walls, 
that  open  hoflilities  and  rebellbn  were  the  fame  thing.  He 
faid,  a  day  would  come,  perhaps  its  arrival  was  not  far  off, 
when  thedamnahte  dodtrines  of  this  bill  would  fall  heavy  on 
this  country,  as  well  as  on  thofe  who  fir  ft  broached  jthem, 
9{ld  were  the  me^ns  of  carrying  them  into  execution. 

Mr. 
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Mrpjr/]p^.      Mr.  Bayly  condemned  the  claufe,  and  faid  the  bill  would 

afFcft  his  property  very  materially  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

**'*jw^    'Mr.  St.  Leger  Douglas  replied,  he  had  a  confiderable  cftatc 

^^^^* in  the  Weft-lndics   as  well  as  the  honourable  gentleman; 

neverthelefs,  he  thought  the  prefent  biJI  a  very  wife  and  falu- 

tary  meafure.     He  knew,  he  faid,  that  the  Weft-India  iflands 

had  lumber  fufficient  to  ferve  them  for  one,  if  not  two  years ; 

but  if  not,  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  better  to  fuffer  tern* 

porary  inconveniences,  than  facriiicethe  Britifli  empire  in 

America  to  the  local  interefts  of  any  of  its  conftituent  parts. 

9a  Cm^       Sir  Ge9rgi  Yonge  declared  himfelf  entirely  againft  the  biii ; 

yw5ffc        but  at  all  events,   he  faw  no  objeftion  its  moft  fanguine 

friends  could  have  to  put  off  the  committee  for  a  day  or  two, 

or  uiitil  the  Weft- India  merchants,*  who  were,  he  under* 

flood,  to  prefent  a  petition,  ftating  the  manner  they  would 

be  afFe£^ed  by  it,  were  (irft  heard  ;  he  therefore  moyed,  that 

the  chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

And  the  queftion  being  put,  the  committee  divided,  ayes 
34;  noes  I26, 

Captain  Luttrell  offered  a  claufe  for  excepting  fuch  foreign 
(hips  as  might  be  drove  upon  the  American  coaft,  or  into 
•'  thofe  harbours  by  diftrefs.   It  pafied   in  the  negative.     The 

claufe  for  making  the  feizures  the  property  of  the  captors  was 
oppofed  by  Mr.  Walpole,  Mr,  Townfhend,  and  Sir  Edward 
Dering.    They  recommended  the  mode  that  was  purfued  in 
the  year  fifty-five  ;  (vix,)  to  let  the  public  have  the  benefit 
of  tne  prizes,  and  not  throw  out  fuch  a  lure  to  fea-ofiicers^  the 
younger  part  of  whom  would  be  fo  eager  to  feize  every  vefle] 
for  their  own  benefit,  as  might  produce  much  future  miichief, 
and,  that  bad  as  the  bill  would  otherwife  be,  by  this  claufe,  it 
..    would  be  made  ten  times  worfe. 
Capt.latf.      Captain  Luttrell  faid,  he  had  full  as  much  objccJion  to  the 
*^'  •  bill  in  grofs  as  any  of  his  honourable,  friends  near  him,  be- 

caufe  he  thought  it  replete  with  that  barbarous  coercion  which 
deftroyed  every  chance,  that  peace  and  reconciliation  would 
again  fubfift  between  this  country  and  our  American  coienies, 
but  that  heftiJl  thought  of  the  prefent  as  he  did  of  every  a«^  of 
Parliament,  that,  if  it  muft  pafs  into  a  law,  (which  he  feared 
it  would)  there  was  no  making  it  too  perfedl,  nor  carrying  it 
too  effeiShially  into  execution  ;  and  therefore  he  faid,  without 
much  hope  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  influence  the  opinion  of 
any  man,  or  a  wi(h  to  miflead,  he  fhould  endeavour  to  point 
out,  as  the  feveral  claufes  were  read,  wherein  they  appeared 
to  him  infufficient  to  anfwer  the  ends  for  which  they  were 
apparently  intended  by  the  gentlemen  in  adminiftracton,  with 

whon\ 
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whom  he  faid  in  fome  parttculars  be  concurred,  uninfluenced 
by  fclfilh  views,  having  neither  the  merits  to*  boaft  of  the 
fea  officers  now  employed  in  America,  nor  a  wifli  to  fub- 
jeft  himfclf  to  the  orders  of  the  prefent  firft  Lord  of  the 
admiralty  ;  but  he  hoped,   if  in  the  fequel   he  (houid  be 
thought  to  lean  with  partiality  toward  that  corps  to  which 
be  had  the  honour  and  pride  to  belong,  that  it  would  rather 
be  attributed  to  a  natural  failing,  than  to  a  wifh  to  mifrepre- 
fent  and  deceive.   He  faid  that  their  moft  able  advocate  could 
not  put  fo  high  a  value  on  their  fervices  as  Parliament  had 
lately  done  by  confering  upon  them  the  moft  beneficial  favour 
in  the  moft  flattering  and  honourable  manner  they  ever  re- 
ceived as  a  corps,  and  to  that  he  believed  the  alacrity  with 
which  they  fervcd  in  America  was  in  great  meafure  owing. 
That  confidering  themfelves  to  be  embarked  in  the  caufc  of 
the  Britiih  Parliament,  they   facriiiced   their  inclinations  at 
leaft,  if  not  their  humanity,  at  the  fhrine  of  gratitude,  by 
accepting  the  moft  hazardous,  difagreeable,  and  unthankful 
employment  the  oldeft  of  them  ever  experienced,  or  that  he 
hoped,  the  youngeft  wOuld  ever  be  engaged  in  again.     He 
faid,  he  knew  the  gemrofiiy  of  Parliament  towards  them  was 
deeply  imprinted  in   their   minds;  that  of  the  Mini fter  and 
firft  Lord  of  the  admiralty  he  faw  with  pleafure  beginning  to 
dawn,  for,   in  the  prefent  inftance,  they  feemed  willing  to 
facrifice  the  intereft  of  their  dependants,  to  what  he  confi- 
dered  (and  had  not  been  convinced  to  the  contrary  by  what 
fell  from  his  honourable  friends)  was  the  juft  claim  of  the 
captors.     That  he  was  furprized  gentlemen  would  wifli  to 
revert  to  that  fhameful  precedent  in  the  year  1755;  when 
you  made  reprifals  againft  France  in  a  manner  not  lefs  dif- 
honourable  than  you  are  now  about  to  do  in  America,  but 
conver^d  the   produce   of  them,    nominally  indeed,  to  the 
ufeof  the  public  (as  gentlemen  now  propofe)  but  in  faft  to 
the  benefit  of  the  minifter's  friends,  ftiled  commifiioners  for 
prizes,  who  took  pofleflion  of  men  of  war  as  well  as  mer- 
chant fiiips,  without  giving  the  fmalleft  reward  even  to  the  men 
who  were  maimed  in  battle,  or  to  the  friends  of  thofe  that  were 
(lain.  He  faid,  he  would  never  fubfcribe  to  an  opinion,  that  re- 
venue officers,  commiflioners  for  prixes,  6r  any  other  fet  of  men 
of  whatfoever  defcriptionor  fituation,were  fo  well  entitled  to  the 
leizures  made  under  the  authority  of  this  a£l  of  Parliament^  as 
ihofc  whobad  rifqued  their  lives  and  health.in  a  fervice  "where 
no  honour  was  to  be  got,  and  where  the  fatigue  of  body  and 
anxiety  of  mind,  he  f<sared,  would  be  but  ill  repaid  by  any 
pmi'..  ihcy  were  likely  to  reap.     He  obfervcJ,    that  tholie 
T^  gentlemen 
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|IHid«nten  who  entertained  iibcral  notions  of  henour,  and 
were  at  all  acquainted  with  the  duty  and  temper  of  Britifii 
offieers  and  feamea,  could  never  think  ferioufly  for  a  moofent 
ibat  they  would  facrifke  either  to  fordid  views.  If  they 
had  doiie  fo  lad  war,  ht  fatd«  many  of  tbem  nnigfat  have 
become  rich  at  the  expence  of  the  treafure  of  this  country, 
bi*t  that  he  never  knew  the  officer  who  did  not  feek  with 
more  diligence  the  privateers  and  ihlpsof  force  of  the  enemy, 
which  annoyed  our  trade,  than  for  the  merchantmen,  at- 
though  little  but  hard  blows  was  to  be  got  by  the  former, 
and  much  wealth  by  the  latter.  That  he  could  not  cbink  fo 
meanly  of  either  fervice  as  to  fuppofe  any  encouragement 
neceflary  to  be  held  out  to  ftimulate  your  forces  by  land  or 
by  fea  to  a  faithful  difcbarge  of  their  duty  ;  but  if  fuch 
npward  as  this  would  be  the  means  of  carrying  any  a&  of 
Parliament  more  ttfcAxiMy  into  execution,*  he  thought  it  ra- 
ther a  reafon  why  the  fcizures  fhould  be  the  property  of  the 
captors,  than  why  they  ihould  not.  He  then  replied  to  what 
bad  fallen  from  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  infinuated 
that  tb^re  could  he  no  difincltnation  in  the  officers  ot  feamen 
to  fcrve  in  America,  becaufe  he  had  learnt  from  the  firjl 
naval  authority  (which  the  captain  obferved  was  not  always 
the  bcft)  that  we  fhould  be  able  to  man  all  the  fleet  de* 
ilined  for  the  American  fervice,  without  being  put  to  the 
difagreoablc  neceflity  of  preiHng.  He  faid  it  might  be  fo, 
but  infiftcd  it  did  not  follow  that  it  was  a  fervice  of  choice; 
that  wc  had  lo(t  our  American  trade,  which  had  put  a, 
heavier  embargo  on  our  (hipping  than  was  ever  done  by 
fuiy  nation  to  equip  the  moft  formidable  naval  armament, 
mid  that  the  feamen  being  able  to  get  no  other  employment, 
we  of  courfe  procured  them  with  nnore  facility.  He  con- 
cluded by  obfcrving.,  that  if  France  and  Spain  (hould,  before 
the  conclufion,  of  this  difpute,  declare  war  againft  us,  it 
would  be  nece^ary  to  man  a  fecond  fleet,  to  oppofe  thofe 
two  great  maritime  powers,  and  which  way  that  was  to  be 
done,  whether  with  an  imprefs  or  without,  or  by  what  other 
4evicey'hewi{hed  the /ry?  naval  authority  might  be  able  to 
^ll»  and  only  lamented  he  couW,  not. 

It  being  pafled  eleven  o  clock  the  committee  adjourned  to 
to-motrow. 
.     ,  Dicemher  6. 

Tha  Houfc  rcAtmed  the  adjourned  cooimtttec  of  the  pre<> 
ceding  day. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Burke  condemned  the  great  impr6pricty  of  rh«  rfif- 
crctionary  power  given  to  the  commifiioners,  by  the  laft  clattfe, 
of  pardoning  orrefufing  to  accept  of  fubmiffion. 

Mrt  Fiildt  purfued  the  fame  idea,  and  faid  it  was  a  power  ^'*  ^f>^^« 
^of  fuch  a  nature,  as  ought  not^  on  any  account,  to  be  tmfted 
ta  any  fet  of  men  in  a  free  government.  It  was  a  power 
veiled  in  the  Sovereign  on  certain  occaiions,  but  ftill  hia  mi^ 
nifters  were  looked  upon  as  nefpoofiUe  to  ParKament  for  the 
due  exercife  of  it;  whereas,  by  tbe  prefent  bfil,  that  c<inti?oul 
being  given  up,  the  commiffion^rs  would  be  left  at  liberty  to 
commit  ^vcrv  enormity  human  nature  was  capable  of  com- 
mitting, witn  perfed  impunity, 

Mr.  Bayfy  againft  the  claufe ;  faid  it  gave  perfons  a  power  Mr.  5tfx^« 
to  rob  him  and  the  Weft-India  merchants  of  their  property; 
that  the  prefent  miniftry,  not  content  with  their  places,  and 
their  mooftrous,  und,eferved  emoluments  and  douceurs  of 
ofiEce,  went  to  war,  in  order  to  fill  the  pockets  of  their  friends 
and  hungry  dependants. 

Lord  t<lorib  faid,  he  did  not  know  he  had  done  any  thing  Lor4  Nwtb^ 
which  merited  the  honourable  member's  refentmenis  who 
fpoke  laft,  unlefs  his  difpleafure  was  called  forth  on  his  re- 
fufing  to  let  him  vacate  his  feat  laft  feflion,  ia  order  to  enter 
again  into  conteft  with  his  antagonift.  As  the  honourable 
gentleman  faid  he  was  unjuft,  unmerciful,  op]5reffive,  &c, 
he  fuppofed  the  whole  charge  might  be  well  attributed  to  the 
ref u  fal  now  al  1  uded  to. 

Sir  George  Tonge  and  Mr.  Freeman  alfo  oppofed  the  claufe.  ^XtCYengi 
Captain  Luttrell  fupported  it,  declaring,  much  as  he  dif- Captain 
liked  the  bill  in  grofs,  he  would  rather  every  other  part  of  it^"^''''^^ 
fhould  pafs  into  a  law,  than  that  they  fliould  refufc  to  in- 
demnify your  officers,  for  carrying  puriftually  into  execu- 
tion fiich  pofitlve  orders,  as  they  have  received  from  their 
fupcrior  officers,  or  that  have  afted  uprightly  according  to 
their  confcience,  and  tlie  bcft  of  their  undcrftandiags.  Where 
fuch  orders  have  been  difcretional,  he  faid,  in  either  of  thofc 
cafes.  Parliament  were  bound  in  honour  to  proteft  tliem ; 
but  if  any  there  were,  whoiiad  exerciled  their  power  wan- 
tonly, cruelly,  or  arbitrary,  he  trufted  tliey  wonld  be  aroe"- 
nable,  both  to  the  martial  and  common  law  of  this  land. 
Captain  Luttrell  propofed  feveral  amendments  to  the  aft, 
which  were  accepted ;  the  Houfe  s^eeing,  from  the  argu- 
ments he  ufed,  they  would  make  the  bill  more  perfeft.  The 
fubftance  of  thefe  amendments  were,  that  the  vice-admiralty 
courts  fhould  have  power  to  fell  fuch  part  of  the  feizures,  as 
were  perifhaUe  conunoditiss,  by  public  fale^  for  the  clear 
•  Vol.  III.  Mm  amount 
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amount  of  which,  only  the  captors  fhould  be  anfwerable  to 
the  claimants,  if  the  mips  were  difcharged  ;  that  the  parties  > 
appealing  from  the  decifions  of  the  vice-admiralty  courts 
abroad,  mould  give  notice  to  the  faid  court  within  fix  months 
after  condemnation  pafTed ;  tliat  they  had  appealed  in  Eng- 
land, and  then  the  money  would  not  be  fhared  abroad,  till 
that  time  was  clapfcd:  and  to  prevent  any  aftion  being 
brought  againft  the  captors,  for  detaining  veiTels  belonging 
to  any  pcrfons,  colony,  or  plantation,  that  had  returned  to 
their  duty,  without  proof  bejfig  made,  that  they  had  notice 
of  the  ilfuing  a  proclamation,  as  the  aft  direfts.  Thefc 
amendments  being  received,  Captain  Luttrell  defired  to  be 
underftood,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  give  his  fanftion  to  the 
bill  pafling  into  a  law  ;  but  as  of  two  evils  he  would  chufe 
the  Icaft,  fo  he  preferred  the  bill  in  its  prefent  ihape,  to  the 
Ihape  in  which  it  was  firft  introduced ;  that  he  lamented, 
we  were  going  to  adopt  intercourfe  by  bill  in  America,  in 
lieu  of  intercourfe  by  commerce ;  that  now,  for  the  firft 
moment,  he ,  believed  we  (hould  make  America  an  inde- 
pendent (late ';  for  after  pafling  this  a£l,  he  thought  it  itn- 
poffible,  there  would  be  found,  from  one  extremity  of  that 
great  continent  to  the  other,  a  man  or  boy,  who  from  this 
peculiar  mark  of  oppreffion,  muft  not  of  courfe  be  the  natu- 
ral, and  probably  the  avowed  enemy,  to  the  unjuft  and  im- 
politic coercive  exercife  againft  them  by  Great-Britain. 
Sir  Gny  Sir  Grey  Cooper  then  offered  a  claufe,  in  order  to  relieve  the 

^^'  Wcft-Indla  iflands,  relative  to  lumber,  &c.  He  faid,  if  the 
claufe  did  not  go  to  the  full  extent  wiftied  for,  it  went  as  far 
as  it  could  be  properly  carried,  confiftent  with  the  tenor  of  the 
bill. 
Mr.  Bajiy,  Mr.  Bayly  oppofed  the  claufe,  as  of  no  ufe  ;  faid  the  Weft- 
India  merchants  were  expeftcd  with  a  petition  to-morrow, 
and  looked  upon  this  defeftivc  claufe,  which  imported 
nothing,  to  be  infidioufly  foifted  in,  in  order  to  defeat  the 
intended  petition.  The  claufe  was  received,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 

December  J. 
Ur^Bdrt!ey»  Mr.  Hartley.  I  muft  entreat  the  candour  and  patience 
of  the  Houfe  this  day,  as  I  feel  myfelf  under  an  unufual 
anxiety  and  agitation,  notfimply  from  bafhfulnefs  of  fpeak- 
ing  in  public,  or  before  this  Houfe,  which  has  always  been 
very  indulgent  to  me,  (n;ore  than  I  can  deferve)  but  from 
the  greatnefs  of  the  objeft,  in  which,  though  a  very  private 
individual,  I  prefume  to  interfere ;  an  objeft,  upon  which 
not  only  the  fate  of  our  own  times,  but  of  all  future  ages. 
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both  in  this  country'  and  America  wilt  depend*  Coming 
in  this  ftate  of  mind  to  the  fionfe^  I  confefs  that  I  re- 
ceived no  flight  additional  fliock^  when  I  heard  that  this 
day  is  marked  by  one  of  the  greateil  lofTes  that  this  coun-* 
tTj  can  fuftain,  m  the  death  of  a  great  naval  coamiander^ 
(Sir  Charles  Saunders])  who  has  carried  the  empire  of  the 
Britifh  flag  to  the  higheft  point  of  glory,  a  name  well 
known  to  America,  not  only  on  our  common  element  the 
ocean,  but  as  an  earneft  and  zealous  friend  to  the  conftitu- 
tional  and  civil  rights  of  America*  Though  an  individual 
may  feel  the  lofs  of  a  private  friend  in  him,  yet  that  is  bu- 
ried in  the  public  lofs.  He  was  every  man  s  friend.  He 
was  a  friend  to  his  country.  And  only  for  himfelf  may  hit 
death  be  thought '  happy,  in  this  at  leaft,  that  he  has  not 
outlived  the  glories  of  nis  countrjr,  which  was  the  anxiety 
of  his  lateft  hours ;  neither  will  his  memory  outlive  its  juft 
and  conftant  tribute  of  veneration  and  gratitude  from  every 
part  of  our  dominions.  Having  difcharged  this  poor  per- 
fbnal  tribute  of  refpeft  and  affeftion  to  his  memory,  and 
having  entreated  the  candour  of  the  Houfe  to  myfelf,  I 
will  endeavour  to  explain  the  fubftance  of  the  propofitions 
which  I  ftiall  offer  to  you  to-day. 

As  there  is  nothing  which  I  have  fo  much  at  heart  as  to 
fee  fome  amicable  termination  of  our  unhappy  difputes 
with  America,  I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  you  once  more 
with  fome  propoiitions  of  pacification,  adapted,  as  nearly 
as  I  can  judge,  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  things.  When  the 
obtaining  a  revenue  was  the  profefled  objeft,  as  it  was  tho 
only  objeft  profeffed  laft  year,  I  then  offered  to  the  Houfe, 
with  great  deference,  my  lentiments  upon  that  fubjeft,  and 
drew  up  a  plan  for  a  letter  of  requifition,  according  to  tlie 
accuftomed  and  conftitutional  mode,  and  fuited,  as  nearly 
as  I  could  judge,  to  the  nature  of  our  connexion  with  the 
colonics.  To  this  plan  of  contributing  freely  upon  requi- 
fition America  has  again  declared  her  aflent,  in  the  petition 
to  the  King,  which  I  moved  to  have  laid  before  you  the 
other  day.  That  petition  has  been  ungracioufly  difmifled, 
without  notice  or  anfwer,  though  it  contains  every  thing 
that  this  country  demands  from  America,  There  is  fupply 
upon  requifition,  if  you  will  have  it.  No,  fays  the  noDle 
I^ord  at  the  head  of  the  trcafury,  we  are  ready  to  difpenfe 
with  the  confideration  of  fupply,.  but  our  authority  has  been 
infulted.  We  muft:  have  fatisfaftion  for  that.  Then  fay 
what  fatisfaftion  for  the  point  of  honour  you  would  haVe  ; 
M  m  a  for 
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.  fortlic  petition  to  the  Kit^gocs  beforehand  witk  yoar  <fe- 
rtands  in  that  poiot  tooi  They  aflc  for  no  terms  rf  recon- 
ciHatton  inconfifteirt  with  the  dimity  of  <bn  t?ountry. 
What  can  they  ftymore?  There  is  ftipplv  offered,  if  yoa 
will  have  it.  There  is  -fttTsfaftion  tjfferedto  your  honour, 
if  you  vl^in  put  iihem  to  the  tcft. 

Sir,  as  •[  tstke  the  grotind  of  my  propofirions  fiw  patffca- 
tion  from  the  petition  of  the  genera!  congrcfc  to  the  King, 
which  now  lies  upon  your  table,  I  beg  that  it  may  tmw  be 
read.  *  The* 


•  It  wai  teai.  PETITION    tf    the    CONGRESS. 

St^a^miir  4th,  1775. 
To  the  K I  N  G*t  Moft  Excellent  Ma  jvstt. 


Moft  gradous  ^overagUi 

WE  your  Mi^jcfty'i  fjuthful  fiibjefts  of  t!ic 
coloniei  of  New  Hvnpfliire^  Mal&chufeti: 
Bay»  Rhode  Iflaoi  and  PrcnriderKe  Planta-, 
tions,  Connecticut,  New  York,  JJew  Jerfey, 
Penhfylvania,  t4)€  xountiet  of  NewcaiHe, 
Kent,  and  Snfluc  in  Delaivftre,  Marylnd, 
Virginia,  North  and  South  CaroUna,  in  he- 
half  of  ourfelvea  and  the  inhabiunts  of  thefe 
colonies,  who  have  deputed  us  to  reprefent 
them  in  general  congrefs,  entr^t  your  Ma- 
jefty*s  gracious  attention  to  thia  our  humble 
petition. 

The  union  between  oor  mothcr-eonntry' 
and  thefe  colonies,  and  the  energy  of  mild 
and  j«ft  government,  produced  benefits  fo. 
remarkably  important,  and  afTorded  fuch  af- 
furance  of  their  permanency  and  Tncreafe, 
that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations 
were  excited,  while  they  beheld  Great  Bri- 
tain rifing  to  a  power  the  mod  extraordinary 
the  world  had  ev«r  known.  Her  rivals  ob- 
ferving,  that  there  was  no  probability  of  this 
happy  connedlion  being  broken  by  civil  dif- 
fentions,  and  apprehending  its  future  eflefls, 
if  left  any  lonpcr  undifturbed,  refiolved  to  pre- 
vent her  rec^ving  fb  continual  and  formida- 
ble an  acceflion  of  weiilth  and  ftrength«  by 
checking  the  growth  of  thefe  fettlements, 
from  which  they  were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  pror«:ntlon  of  fhis  attempt,  events 
fo  unfavourable  to  the  defi^n  took  place,  that 
every  friend  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain 
and  thefe  coUnies,  entertained  pleafing  and 
reafonable  expc^Ations  of  feeing  an  additional 
force  and  extenfion  imnoediatety  given  to  the 
operations  of  the  union  hitherto  experienced 
by  an  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  the 
crown^  anH  tbe  rem6v4l  ef  antient  and  war- 
like enemies  to  «  j;reater  diftance. 


At  the  conclufion^  thcfcfDR^  of  the  late 
war,  the  moft  glorioat -and  «hranta|feo(iith^ 
ever  had  been  cnriBd  on  by  Britiii  aiau, 
your  loyal  colonies,  having  contributed  to  its 
lucceTs  by  fuch  repeated  and  ftrenuons  cxer- 
-tions  SIS  fretjoently  procured  them  the  dlftin- 
goiihed  approbation  of  your  Majefty,  «>f  the 
iate  K.iog^  and  of  Patliameot,  doisbted  not  • 
but  that  they  flionld  be  permitted,  with -the 
reft  of  the  empire,  to  Aare  in  the  MeAng  t/t 
peace,  asd  the  emoloments  of  vSAery  and 
conqueft.  While  thefe  recent  and  hoooosa- 
ble  kcknewledgments  of  their  merits  remained 
<on  record  in  the  joomals  and  tOs  ef  that  an- 
guft  kgiflatore,  the  Parliament,  undeAced  by 
the  imputation,  or  even  the  fufpicion  of  any  . 
offence,  they  were  alarmed  by  a  new  fyfteoa 
of  ftatutes  and  regulations,  adopted  for  the 
adminiftratioo  of  the  colonies,  that  fiilcd 
their  minds  with  the  moft  painful  fears  and 
jealoufies ;  and,  to  their  inexprefllble  aftonifli" 
ment,  perceived  the  dangers  of  a  ferevgn  quarw 
rel  quickly  focceeded  by  domcftic  dangers,  la 
their  judgment,  of  a  more  dreadfel  kind* 

Nur  were  their  anxieties  alleviated  by  aoy 
tendcncy  in  this  fyftcm  to  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  mothcr-coontry  ;  fier  though  ice 
eOi£is  were  more  immedtarely  felt  by  them» 
yrt,  its  influence,  appeared  to  be  injurious  to 
the  commerce  and  profperityof  Great  Britain. 

We  ikall  decline  the  ungrateful  talk  of  de- 
fcribing  the  irkfome  variety  of  artifices  prac« 
tifcd  by  many  of  your  Majefty*s  miiiifters, 
thedelufive  pretences,  fruitlels  terrdTs,  and 
unavailing  fcveritiea^  which  have  from  Ctme 
to  time  been  dealt  out  by  them  in  thar  at- 
tempts to  execute  this  impolitic  plan,  or  of 
tracmg  through  a  feries  oi  years  paft,  the 
progrefs  of  the  unhappy  differences  betweea  • 
Great  Britain  and  thefe  soloniss,  which  have 
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Tte  fioofe  iiaTing  iieasd  this  moil  dudfal  and  afFectionatc 
petition  to  the  jLingiiroKD  their  feliow-fubjefts  ia  America, 
hximUy  fnpplicadng  his  Ma^efty  to  'become  the  mediator 
of  peace  botvraen  mem  and  their  parent  ftate,  I  hope  that 
this,  added  to  all  the  rememfcrance  of  our  former  fnend- 
ftiips;  to  all  the  ties  of  ccxx&againity,  and  dorivatioQ  from 
one  commoa  Aock,  by  vhkh  we  claim  a  joitit  inheritance 
aad  eqttfli  iMlit,  to  peace,  liberty,  and  &lety,  will  carry 
fome  fKVOurwle  influence  iipon  the  heait  of  this  Hoafe  ; 
aad  abonre  all,  I  truft,  that  a  compafEonate  fellow- feeling 
for  the  dUStmSEa  of  our  American  brethren,  furroanded  by 
ail  the  horitna  of  war  and  defolation;  added  to  the  gloomy 
oooikkiatiQn  that  diefe  evils  may  *not  be  far  from  our  own 
gates,  will di^re  lids  Houfe  te'feek,  with  a  willing  mind, 
the  reftomdDin  of  ixace,  as  the  only  noeaas  to  prevent  the 
further  effiifion  *of  Uood^  and  to  avert  thofe  emlldfs  calami- 
ties, and  tfaofe  ruinous  -convulfions  which  threaten  every 
part  tx£  theie  dosmnions.    In  thefe  OBarcumftanxxs  it  ihould 

ieem 
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flowed  from  thi*  fttal  Itaree.  Vottr  Mi- 
jelly*s  MxAiften  perfevtrint^intfaeir  amforet 
Mid  piuceeJSugtp  9pt%  iwftiiitietfipf  tafoiCHig 
them,  h««e  cosjielied  us  to  am  in  ftat  •wa 
^fence,  MnA  ba^  eagaged  «s  in  a  o«»tio- 
verfjr  {o  ^mmhmlf  abfaoireot  ham  tke  afirec- 
ttoa  of  ^pur  ftiM  Hiikkil  colonfftt,  that  wben 
we  confidwurbom  we  woft  oppofe  in  this  oon* 
td^,  aad  if  it  tontiaoes,  what  inay  beche  coafe- 
quence  $  our  own  ptfiticoUr  xnilfortuncs  are 
accovmcd  by  tit  oaly  as  parts  of  oor  diftreTa. 
KnowvDg  to  what  viojent  refentineats  and 
incurable  ^tnimoiities  civil  diiconts  are  apt  to 
eiafpentcaod  infttme  the  contending  {Mrtiei, 
we  tbfnk  ourftlvcf  required  by  iiidif^»enf- 
able  obiigatioos  n>  Altnighty  Ood>  to  your 
Majeftvy  to  our  felknr  fabjeds,  and  oor- 
felves,  immediatdy  to  nfe  all  The  faM&a  rn 
oor  power,  not  incompatible  widi  «wr  fafaty, 
for  ftopfnng  tbe  fiirtker  tff\tBaii  af  blood,  and 
for  arcrtiog  tbe  impeadiDg  cufaBonAttes  that 
threaten  the  Brttiili  empire.  Thos  called  upon 
to  addrefft  yoor  Majeiiy  on  affairs  of  fuch 
moment  to  America,  and  probably  to  aHyoan* 
doimnians,  we  are  earneltly  defifoua  of  peiw 
Coratking  tbia  tfffioR  with  the  utaioil  deference 
to  your  Majofty,  and  we  therofore  pray  tint 
your  royal  magnaaalty  and  benevolence  may 
make  the  moft  favourable  coaftru^hons  of  our 
eiprcflions  on  fo  uocooHnoa  an  occafion. 


OmM  -vm  rc^vdcnt,  in  their  full^ibKe,  tbt 
tevtiMebtB  whidh  agitate  the  miadt  oi  «t» 
your  dutiful  f uibjeAs,  we  «re  perfuadod  youf 
yU^kf  would  afcrlbe  any  feoning  dtrmiion 
fvofli  Kverence,  in  our  language,  and  -evra 
m  dar  condud,  not  to  reprfehcnfible  intts* 
tion,  but  to  thft  impdHibility  of  recoacftlng 
theufual  appeanncut  ctf  refpeft  with  a  }«ft 
atteation  Co>otirprafenrataon  againft  thoie  art<» 
fal  and  cruel  enemies,  who  abufe  your  royal 
Confidence  and  authority  for  the  poppofe  of 
effefting  oor  dtftruAion. 

Attached  to  your  Mejef^*s  perfofl,  family^ 
and  government,  with  all  the  devotion  that 
principle  and  aflFeftion  Cin  infpire,  conneded 
with  Great  Britain  by  the  ttrongoft  ties  that 
can  uaite  focieties,  anddeplortng  every  event 
that  rends  m  any  degree  to  weaken  theifi^ 
we  ibltmnly  aflureyour  Maje%,  that  we  not 
only  moft  aNkntly  Jejire  the  former  hamMiy 
Between  her  and  chefe  colonies  may  be  rcftored» 
tput  that  a  ewicord  tMy  he  ■ejhihlifhed  betwern 
them,  upon  lb  firm  a  bafis,  as  to^perpetuate  iti 
HciiSngt,  aniaten-upted  by  any  future  diflVn* 
tioiie  to  fucceeding  geaeraciors  in  both  coun- 
trits;  and  to  trai^mit  your  Ma}e(fy*s  namt 
TO  ppfterity,  adoraed  with  that  figoal  and  laft* 
tilg. story  that  has  attended  the  memory  t>f 
thafeiUuftcious-peffonages,  wbofe  virtues  and 
abilities  have  extricated  ftatas  from  dangerous 
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feem  well  becoming  the  magnaQimity  and  moderation  of 
Parliament,  to  endeavour  to  point  out  fome  definite  mode  and 
terms  of  reconciliation,  in  compliance  with  the  prayer  of 
that  petition,  purfuing  the  fame  ipirit  of  peace  which  breathes 
tlirough  every  line  of  it,  and  as  a  merited  return  for  that 
confidential  and  refpeftful  deference,  by  which  they  refer 
implicitly  to  his  Majcfty's  wifilom  and  juflice  the  mode 
and  terms  of  accommodation,  declaring  in  d^e  moft.  un- 
referved  manner,  that  notwithftandmg  all  their  fuiFerings, 
they  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom  from  which 
they  derive  their  origin,  to  requeft  fuch  a  reconciliation  as 
might  in  any  manner  be  inconfifbnt  with  her  dignity  or 
welfare,  and  that  his  Majefly  will  find  his  faithful  fubjefts 
ip  America,  ready  at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  been, 
'  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  aflert  and  maintain  the 
rights  and  interefts  of  his  Majefly  and  of  their  mother* 
country.  Thefc  are  the  united  words  of  North  America ; 
and  furely  Sir,  they  contain  every  compliance  andconcefEon 
which  can  be  demanded  of  them  from  this  country. 


co8v«lfiont»  lod  by  fecuriog  bappincft  to 
oUierSy  ha?e  created  the  moft  noble  and  da- 
nble  nonumeots  to  their  own  fame. 

We  beg  leave  further  to  afliire  your  Map 
jefty,  that,  notwithftanding  the  Aifferingt  of 
your  loyal  colonifta,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  cootroverfy,  our  bre&fts  retain  too 
tgider  a  regard  for  ihe  kingdom  from  which 
vre  derive  our  origiu,  to  requeft  fuch  a  recon- 
ciliation, at  might  in  any  manner  be  incon- 
fiftent  wiih  her  dignity  ^r  her  welfare.  Thefe, 
related  as  we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty 
as  well  at  inclination,  induce  ut  to  fupport 
and  advance)  and  the  apprehenfions  that  now 
oppreft  our  heartt,  with  unfpeakable  grief, 
being  once  removed,  your  Majefty  will  find 
your  faithful  fubjedt,  on  thit  continent,  retdy 
eutdvfillinr  at  all  timet,  at  they  have  ever 
been,  with  their  Rve»  and  fortunest  to  ajfert 
and  msintaim  tht  righn  and  inurejh  of  yeatr 
Majefty,  and  cf  our   mother  emtntre. 

We  therefore  befeech  your  Majefty,  that 
your  royal  authority  and  influence  may  be 
gracioufly  interpofed,  Co  procure  ot  relief 
tVom  our  affliAing  feart  and  jealoufiet,  occa- 
lioiied  by  the  fyftem  before-mentioned,  and 
to  I'cule  peace  throughout  every  part  of  your 
dominiont,  with  all  humility  fubmitting  to 
your  Majefty *t  wife  confideratioo,  wheth^it 
\ 


•may  not  be  expedient,  for  facilitating  there 
important  purpofei,  that  your  Majefy  t* 
pUaftd  to  dire ff  fome  mode  hy  ^bieb  the  tnktd 
appiicatient  of  ytmr fuithfnleoUm/ktto  thethreet, 
in  purfuance  of  their  conunon  councils,  mif 
be  improved  into  a  happy  and  perwunent  renif 
eiliationx  and  that  in  the  mean  time  mea- 
furefl  be  taken  for  preventing  the  further  de- 
ftru£tion  of  the  lives  of  your  Majeftjr*t  fub- 
je6ks,  and  that  fuch  ftatutes  at  nM>re  ianmedi- 
ately  diftrefs  any  of  your  Majefty *i  colonies, 
be  repealed.  For,  by  fuch  arrangements  as 
your  Majefty*s  wifdom  can  form,  for  coHedin; 
the  united  fenfe  of  your  American  people, 
we  are  convinced  your  Majefty  would  receive 
fuch  fatisfa^ory  proofs  of  the  difpofition  ef 
the  coloniftf  towards  their  Sovereign  and  the 
parent- ftate,  that  the  wifhed  for  oppoitunity  j 
would  foon  be  reftored  to  them,  of  evincing  i 
the  fincetity  of  their  profeftions,  by  e^'try 
tejfimony  of  devotion  becoming  the  mofi  duitfot 
fuhjefftf  and  the  mofl  affefiionate  eolonifiu  | 
That  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  a  loag  sm 
profperout  reign,  and  that  your  defcendaots 
may  govern  the  dominions,  ¥rith  honour  <o 
them^lves,  and  happinefs  to  their  fubje^,  | 
it  our  fincere  and  fervent  prayer. 

JOHN    HANCOCK- 
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It  Is  upon  thcfc  grounds  that  the  propofals,  which  will  be 
referred  to  your  confideration  to-day,  are  conllrufted.  As 
I  made  a  propofal  laft  year,  for  an  accommodation  of  our 
unhappy  dilputes  with  America,  upon  the  gfounds  on  which 
they  were  then  declared  to  ftand  by  the  noble  Lord  at  the 
head  of  the  treafury,  viz.  that  of  railing  a  fubftantial  reve- 
nue, I  could  wifh  to  add  a  fupplcmental  word,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  meet  the  difficulties  m  which  we  are  now  declared 
to  be  involved,  upon  the  new  ground  which  the  noble  Lord 
has  this  year  taken,  by  his  declaration,  that  revenue  is  not 
tjie  prefent  objeft,  and  that  we  would  now  make  peace  with 
America,  without  any  other  confideration,  than  a  juft  and 
honourable  reparation  to  our  authority,  for  thofe  affironts 
which  it  has  fuftained  in  the  courfe  of  that  refiftance,  to 
which  the  colonies  have  been  fo  imprudently  driven.  The 
noble  Lord's  words,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feiCon,  were  to 
this  efFeft  ;  Would  to  God,  that  all  things  were  in  the  fame 
ftate,  in  which  they  were  in  1763;  I  will  endeayour  to  join 
iflue  with  him  upon  thofe  terms;  for  though  I  think,  that 
the  miniftry  of  this  country  have  been  at  all  times  the  ag- 
greffors,  yet  for  the  reftoration  of  peace  between  the  two 
nations,  1  think  it  not  unreafonable  to  expeft  from  America 
fome  conceffion  to  the  national  honour  of  this  country.  It 
muft  be  acknowledged,  in  juftice  to  the  Americans,  that  they 
have  offered  beforehand,  and  of  their  own  motion,  .to  make 
any  reafonable  facrifice  to  the  national  dignity.  I  ihall  take 
them  at  their  word,  and  I  tliink  myfelf  entitled,  under  their 
own  declaration,  to  offer  what,  I  hope,  will  appear  to  be  no 
more  than  terms  reafonable  in  tl^emfelves.  This  offer,  from 
them,  to  make  any  reafonable  conceffion  to  tlie  national  ho- 
nour,, is  a  full  proof  of  their  fincere  defire  for  peace.  The 
juftice  of  this  nation,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  fure,  will  not 
require  of  them  any  fuch  conceffions,  for  the  fake  of  a 
treacherous  peace,  as  may  hereafter  be  inconfiflent  with  their 
national  liberty  or  fafety. 

I  fhould  naturally  proceed  to  flate  the  propofition  of 
accommodation,  but  I  mufl  trefpafs  upon  the  Houfe  for 
a  few  preliminary  words  on  the  fubjca  of  revenue ;  for 
notwithflanding  the  noble  Lord's  declaration  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  feffion,  I  find  that  a  hankering  after  a  re- 
venue ftill  lurks  in  our  heart.  You  may  have  that  reve- 
nue, if  you  will  receive  it  in  a  conftitutional  way,  other- 
wife  than  that,  you  never  will,  nor  ev^r  ought  to  have  it. 
Even  if  you  could  make  out  your  right  to  tax  America,  ^et 
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jufticc,  which  is  above  all  rights,  requires  that  you  fliould 
abandon  that  fuppofed  right.  It  is  the  prerogative  of  the 
Commons  of  England  to  give  and  grant  by  their  own  repre- 
ftntativcs.  The  Commons  of  Ireland  poflcfs  the  feme  pre- 
rogative. The  Commons  of  America  have  ever  enjoyed  the 
fame.  Had  every  thing  been  the  dircft  contrary,  that  even 
the  right  of  taxing  unreprefented  America  had  been  undif- 
•puted,  and  the  exercife  cuftomary  and  notorious ;  I  contend, 
that  when  the  opprcffion  and  grievances  of  unreprefented 
taxation  had  been  laid  before  the  Parliament,  that  it  would 
have  been  their  bounden  duty  to  have  reftificd  their  conftitu- 
tions  to  our  own  model.  If  we  boaft,  that  taxation  by  repre- 
fentation  is  the  prerogative  hleffing  of  our  own  conftitution, 
rcafon  and  jufticc  demand  that  we  mould  have  given  the  fame 
to  every  part  of  the  empire ;  and  that  we  (hould  meafurc  out 
to  others,  as  we  have  meafured  out  for  ourfclves,  for  reaibn 
and  jufticc  are  above  all  human  rights.  That  government 
which  maintains  its  own  fclf-intercfted  claims  upon  its  own 
fubjefts,  contrary  to  die  laws  of  reafon  and  juftice,  is  no 
better  than  fpecious  tyranny.  America  aiks  no  more  than 
the  continuance  of  thofe  privileges  which  they  have  always 
tnjoyed.  They  offer  to  this  country  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
when  the  requilition  is  laid  before  them  in  the  conftitutional 
way.  The  fame  offers  are  very  particularly  cxpreffed  by  the 
fevcral  colonies  of  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  Philadelphia, 
and  Virginia,  in  thccoorfc  of  their  public  declarations  during 
the  laft  liimmer ;  therefore,  the  rcadinefs  of  all  America  to 
contribute  their  proper  proportions  in  a  conftitutional  way, 
is  beyond  difpute.  It  is  the  greateft  injuftice  and  traduftion 
of  the  colonies  to  accufe  them  of  backwardncfs  to  contribute, 
or  not  to  give  them  the  merit  of  their  inceflant  offers  for  the 
future,  whenever  called  upon  in  a  conftitutional  way. 

However,  I  fhall  not  enlarge  upon  the  doftrine  of  rcquifi- 
ticins  in  contraft  with  compulfory  taxation,  but  I  fhall  leave 
that  upon  the  footing  on  which  I  endeavoured  to  ftatc  it  on  the 
draught  of  a  letter  of  requilition,  in  our  debates  of  the  laft 
■  year ;  only  remarking,  that  the  introduction  of  requifitions 
m  the  time  of  peace  is  novel,  aod  therefore  muft  be  expeded 
to  be  attended  with  many  confequential  alterations  in  the 
conftitutional  connexion  of  the  colonies  with  tjiis  country. 
I  mean,  upon  the  reftriftions  of  their  trade,  which  have 
hitherto  been  alway$  accepted  as  an  equivalent  to  pecuniary 
contributions.  If  we  fhould  put  the  colonies  upon  a  new 
footing  of  money  contribution,  in  the  time  of  peace,  there 
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can  be  no  doubt,  btit  that  this  country  will  think  them  ctf- 
titled  to  relaxations  in  trade,  in  proportion  as  they  contri- 
bute. I  have  no  doubt,  but  that  in  futuf-e  times j  we  fliall 
come  to  be  convinced  of  the  narrownefs  of  that  policy,  which 
thinks  to  cherifh  trade  by  reftriftions.  We  fhall  fee  many 
of  thefe  poor  expedientSj  in  the  fame  light  as  we  now 
view  the  little  policy  of  queen  Elizabeth's  reign,   about  cor- 

r)rations,  apprentices,  poor  laws,  &c.     Therefore,  though 
might  not  have  been  the  firft  propofer  of  this  new  fyftem  of 
contribution  to  peace,  requifitions,  yet  I  think  it  promifes  to 
open  a  more  liberal  fyftem  than  what  we  are  attached  to  now; 
The  intercourfe  of  one  common  caufe,  in  the  common  de- 
fence of  the  whole  empire,  may  form  a  new  and  falutary  con- 
nexion between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  inftead  of 
that  connexion  by  grievous  reftraints,  which  will  become 
more  galling,  and  appear  more  abiurd  every  day*     We  fhatl 
have  at  leaft  the  choicq  of  two  modes  of  receiving  their  affift- 
ance,  which  we  may  exercife  according  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  cafe,  fometimes  through  tlie  channel  of  trade,  fometimes 
through  fupply  ;  the  option  may  eafily  be  adjufted,  without 
either  ftrangulating  the  hand  of  mduftry,  or  clofing  the  hand 
of  contribution.     Ireland,  bcfides  providing  for  its  own  in- 
ternal eftabliftiment,  provides  annually  for  the  common  de- ' 
fence,  a  confiderable  number  of  men  in  the  land  fervice. 
America  may  contribute  to  our  naval  fupply,  being  that  part 
of  the  common  concern  which  forms   the  conmion  bond  of 
connexion  between  us.     Seamen,  fhips,  or  naval  ftores  may 
be  the  contribution  of  America.     Having  faid   thus  much 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  requifition,  in  addition  to  what  I  offered 
laft  year,  I  will  come  to  the  main  objeft  of  the  motion, 
whicn  I  fliall  have  the  honour  of  offering  to  the  Houfc  this 
day,  of  drawing  out  fome  line  of  accommodation,  by  which 
fatisfaftion  can  be  made  to  the  honour  of  this  country,  and 
that  the  colonies  may  be  reftorcd  to  their  condition  in  1763, 
according  to  the  noble  Lord's  own  propofal.     If  there  be,  on 
the  part  of  adminiftration,  any  fincere  defire  of  peace,  I  will 
endeavour  to  join  iffue  with  the  noble  Lord,  and  to  offer 
terms  of  accommodation,  by  which,  if  the  miniftry  will  con- 
fent  to  replace  America  to  their  ftate  in  1763,  I  fhall,  on  the 
other  part,  propofe  that  America  fhall  give  full  fatisfaftion 
to  the  point  of  honour,  and  I  think  myfelf  authorized  to  en- 
gage for  every  thing  that  can  in  reafon  be  required  from  the 
Americans,  under  that  declaratioin  in  their  petition  to  the 
King,  that  they  do  not  even  wifh  for  reconciliation,  not- 
Vol.  III.  Nn  with- 
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witliftaiiding  all  their  diftrefTes,  upon  tbrms  inconfiftetit  with 
the  dignity  of  Great-Britain.  Taking  itiy  ground  from  this 
declaration,  I  fhall  propofe  a  recognition,  not  in  wOrd»,  but 
in  faft,  which  flionld  cffeftually  replace  the  authoi  ity  of  this 
country  (be  it  more  or  lefs,  without  atiy  invidious  line  drawn) 
where  it  was  in  1763.  The  teft,  which  I  ftiall  propofe,  will 
ie  the  regiftering  fome  aft  of  parliament  by  the  alTembly  of 
tach  province,  fuppofing  the  aft  of  parliament  in  view, 
to  be  formed  upon  principles  T)f  juftice,  and  fuch  as  the  colo- 
nies would  have  recciv^  mih  a  filent  and  thankful  compli- 
ance in  1763. 

AH  recognitions  in  words  being  unavoidably  both  invidious 
and  infidious,  a  teft  bringing  no  line  of  authority  or  obe- 
dience into  queftion,  would  be  the  only  ftfe  propofition. 
The  Americans  fhall  be  as  they  were  in  1763,  if  diey  will 
tiktwife  admit  an  aft  of  teft,  fuch  is  they  would  not  have  had 
the  leaft  fcruple  to  have  admitted  in  1763.  Let  us  throw  a 
veil  over  all  the  theoretical  difputcs  of  the  rights  of  fubjefts, 
cither  as  colonifts,  or  as  men  at  large  ;  let  us  not  difcufs  the 
rights  referved,  or  fuppofed  to  be  referved,  kt  their  emigration, 
Vrhether  tacitly  or  explicitly ;  let  mutual  conceffions  on  both 
fides  bring  the  two  parties  together ;  let  the  Americans  be 
replaced  where  they  were  in  1763,  if  they  will  admit  and 
repfter  in  their  aifemblieis,  fuch  an  aft  of  pariiamcnt  as  they 
themfdves  fhall  confcfs  that  they  would  have  admitted  in 
1 763.  It  is  not  an  unreafonable  rcqueft  to  make  to  Americn, 
that  they  fhould  treat  kn  aft  of  parliament,  flowing  from 
principles  of  general  humanity  and  joftice,  with  3i  different 
reception  to  what  has  been  given  to  afts  of  grievance. 

It  is  certainly  dangerous  to  difturb  queftions  of  the  rights 
and  extent  of  empire  or  obedience,  becaufk,  nfter  that,  even 
afts  of  acquiefcence  may  be  confirued  to  involve  haMrdous 
concefRons,  fuppofed  to  be  included  in  the  principles  which 
have  been  brought  under  cohteft.  But  ih  the  ffate  of  human 
affairs,  we  muft  not  always  be  too  fcrupulousv  Something 
thuft  be  given  up  for  peace.  A  civil  war  never  comes  too 
late.  Let  the  Americans  take  their  fituation  as  it  was  in 
1763,  for  better  and  for  worfe.  In  the  prefent  miferablt 
profpeft  of  things,  that  is  a  fair  and  equitable  bargain.  The 
objeft  of  the  aft  of  parliament  to  be  propofed  to  America, 
may  be  perhaps  in  the  event  the  abolition,  but  at  prelent  caft 
only  be  confidcred  as  the  firft  flep  to  correft  a  vice,  which 
has  (pread  through  the  continent  of  North  America,  contrary 
to  the  lawsof  God  and  ^an,  and  to  the  fundamental  principles 
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ef  xhsi  Britifli  coaftituticHi*  Th*t  vice  Is  flavcry.  It  would  be 
iniiQitely  ^hCmd  to  fend  over  to  America  an  aa  to  aboUih  fla« 
very  s^tone  word,  becaufe  however  repugnant  thepra&ice  may 
fee  to  the  laws  of  mprality  or  policy,  yet  to  expel  an  evil  Awhich 
H^s  fpread  fo  far,  and  which  has  b^en  fuiFered  for  fuch  a  length 
qf  time,  requires  information  of  f aft  sand  circumftances,  and 
the  grcateft  difcretion  to  root  it  out ;  and  moreover,  the  ne» 
<;cflary  length  of  fettling  fuch  a  point,  would  defeat  the  end 
of  its  being  propof^d  as  an  aft  of  compromife  to  fettle  tha 
prelent  troubles ;  (herefore  the  aft  lo  bo  propofed  to  Antet 
fica,  as  an  aufpicious  beginning  to  Uv  the  firu  ftone  of  uni* 
verfal  liberty  to  mankind,  fhould  be  what  no  American 
could  hefitate  ao  inftant  to  comply  with.  viz.  That  every 
Have  in  North  Aqierica  ihould  be  entitled  to  his  trial  by 
jury  in  all  criminal  cafe§.  America  cannot  refullc  to  accept 
and  lo  enroll  fuch  an  aft  aA  diis,  and  thereby  to  re*eftablim 
peace  and  harmony  with  the  parent  ftate.  Let  us  all  b« 
re-united  in  thi^,  Jis  a  foundation  to  extirpate  flavery  from 
the  face  of  the  earth.  Let  thofe  who  feek  juftice  and  liberty 
for  themfelve«,  give  that  juftice  and  liberty  to  their  fellow-* 
creatures^  With  refpcft  to  the  idea  of  puttipg  a  final  period 
to  flavery  in  North  America,  it  fliould  feem  beft,  that 
when  this  country  had  led  the  way  by  the  aft  for  jury, 
that  each  colony,  knowing  their  own  peculiar  circumftances, 
fliould  ujndertake  the  work  in  tlic  moft  prafticable  way, 
and  that  they  fliould  endeavour  to  eftablifli  fome  fyftem, 
by  which  flavery  fliould  be  in  a  certain  term  of  years  aboe 
liihed.  Let  the  only  contentioa  henceforward  between 
Great  Britain  and  America  be,  which  fliall  exceed  the  other 
in  zeal  for  eftablifliing  the  fundamental  rights  of  liberty  tp 
9\\  mankind* 

Sir,  before  I  make  my  motions  I  will  juft  give  you  % 
breviate  of  them  in  the  order  in  which  I  fliall  o&r  thom  to 
the  Houfe.  They  fpeak  for  tbcmfelves.  The  firft  is  for  a 
fufpeofion  of  arms  during  the  treaty  of  pacification,  for 
how  can  men  deliberate  with  the  bayonet  at  the  breaft  ? 
How  can  they  treat  with  freedom  while  their  towns  ase 
facked,  whdn  daily  inftances  of  ii^uftice  and  oppref&on 
Uifturb  t}i«  flower  operations  of  reafon.— — The  fecond  is  to 
reftore  the  ri^ht  of  elefting  an  aflembly  and  council  to  die 
colony  of  ^fai^achufets  Bay,  whofe  charter  you  have  con- 
fifcated.  As  I  wiflxto  aft  the  part  of  a  mediator,  to  foften 
mattery  between  irritated  partis^,  and  not  to  lajuixs  any 
pQAce/Eons  that  might  even  be  thought  too  hvuniliating,  I 
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have  been  very  cautious  in  this  fccond  motion.     Thinking 
as  I  do,  that  this  country  (I  Ihould   fay  the  miniftry   of 
this  country)  has  been  tlie  aggrcffor  in  every  thing  ;  I  might 
move  for  a  total  repeal  of  the  charter  aa,  but  inftead  of 
that,  I  {imply  alk  for  no  more  than  is  abfolutely  ncccffary 
to  proceed  by  mutual  conceflion.^,  by  putting  tlie  profcribed 
coiony  into  a  capacity  of  reconciliation.     Give  them  an  af- 
fembly  and  council,  and  when  they  have  regiftcrcd  the  aft 
for  jury  to  flaves,  let  not  only  the  charter  aft  be  ipfofa^*o 
repealed,    but  all  other  afts  fincc  1763.-T— Thefo  arc  iry 
third  and  fourth  motions. — Let  there  be  no  ambiguity;  kt 
every  thing  be  definite.     When  your  authority  is  replaced  ?s 
it  was  in  1763  ;  let  the  colonies  likewife  be  replaced  as  they 
were  in  176^  without  equivocation  or  abatement.     I  prc- 
pofe  to  you  fair  and  equitable  terms,  as  a  difpailionate  mt-r 
diator.     If  I  required  of  you  to  repeal  and  refcind  every 
aft  unconditionally,  I  might  be  thought  a  partizan  and  not 
a  mediator,  but  in  every  thing  that  is  confiftent  with  juftice 
I  would  wifli  moft  fcrupuloufly  to  confult  the  dignity  of  this 
country.     The  part  of  a  mediator  between  a  parcnt-ftaJ* 
and  its  colonies,  is  to  afford  to  the  one  an  honourable  oc- 
cafioQ  of  exerting  its  juftice  and  generofity,  and  to  reftoie 
to  the  otlier  the  wilhcd  for  opportunity  qf  evincing  the  fin- 
perity  of  their  profeflions  by  every  teftimony  of  devoticn 
becoming  the  mpft  dutiful  fubje£ts,  and  the  mofl  afFeftionatc 
colonifls.     Could  I  but  hope  that  you  would  allow  a  plan  of 
mutual  conceffion  and  paciiication  to  proceed  thus  far,  who 
.would  not  run  foremofl  in  an  a£l  of  oblivion  ^  It  would  be  the 
bleffed  olive  branch  of  peace,  and  a  feflival  of  commemora- 
tion to  our  lateft  poflerity.— -  As  to  my  lafl  motion,  for  re* 
quiiitions,  it  is  to   the   fame  intent  with  the  draught  of  a 
letter  of  irequifition  which  I  had  the  honour  of  offering  to 
the  Houfe  lafl  year,  and  which,  if  they  had  accepted,  (in- 
ilead  of  the  noble  Lord's  compulfory  propofition)  all  might 
have  been  peace  now ;  for  the  Americans  have  again  affured 
his  Majefly  in  their  petition,  which  is  now  bfefore  you,  that 
whenever  rpquiiitions  are  made  in  the  accuilomed  and  con- 
ftitutipnal  way,  that  they  will  be  ready  and  willing,  as  they 
ever  have  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  afTert  and 
maintain' the  interefls  of  his  Majefly  and  of  their  mother- 
country.     I  have  put  it  in  order,  as  the  lafl  refolution  to 
take  away  every  idea  of  conflraint,  and  to  reinflate   the 
pommons  of  America  in  the  ineflimable  privilege  of  freely 
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giving  and  ^nting  their  own  property  as  the  commons  of 
CJrcat  Britain  and  of  Ireland  do,  and  as  the  ^niericans  have 
always  hitherto  done*  They  never  have  been  rcluftant  to 
contribute  their  full  proportidn  to  the  common  defence  in 
a  conftitutional  way. 

This,  Sir,  is  the  fubftancc  of  my  propofitions.  I  hope  the 
plan  may  be  thought  definite,  fatisfaftory,  and  prafticable. 
It  -will  be  a  teft  of  fincerity  to  both  fides. — The  objeftsof 
the  plan  are,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  Great  Britain  as 
the  parent  ftate,  to  afford  redrefs  of  grievances  to  America, 
to  reftorc?  peace  to  this  diftraded  empire,  and  to  re-unite  its 
common  interefts  and  exertions  into  one  common  caufe. 

He  moved, 

*  *  That  an  addrcfs  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  fet- 
ting  forth,  that  his  Majcfty's  fubjefts  in  North  America,  hav- 
ing, in  the  njoft  dutiful  manner,  laid  their  grievances  before 
his  Majefty,  and  having  humbly  befought  the  gracious  inter- 
poiition  of  ijis  royal  authority  and  influence  to  procure  them 
relief  from  their  afflifting  fears  and  jealoufies,  and  having 
in  the  moft  earneft  terms  declared  their  attachment  to  his 
peribn,  family,  and  government,  with  all  the  devotion  that 
principle  and  affedion  can  infpirc;  and  having  folemnly 
allured  his  Majefty,  that  connefted  with  Great  Britain  by 
the  ftrongcft  ties  that  can  unite  focieties,  and  deploring 
every  event  that  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken  them,  they 
not  only  moft  ardently  defire  that  the  former  harmony  may 
be  rcftored  between  them,  but  that  a  concord  may  be  efta- 
bllfhed  upon  fo  firm  a  bafis,  as  to  perpetuate  its  bleilings^ 
uninterrifpted  by  any  future  diffentions,  to  fucceeding  gene- 
rations in  both  countries  ;  and  having  farther  alTured  his 
Majefty,  that  notwitftanding  their  fufferings,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  prefent  controverfy,  their  breafts  retain  too 
tender  a  regatd  for  the  kingdom  from  which  they  derive 
their  origin,  to  requeftfuch  a  reconciliarion  as  might  in  any 
manner  be  inconfifteat  with  her  dignity  or  her  welfare;  and 
that  the  apprehenfions  which  now  opprefs  their  hearts  with 
unfpeakable  grief  being  once  removed,  his  Majefty  will  find 
liis  faithful  fubjefts  in  America,  ready  and  willing  at  all 
times,  as  they  ever  have  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes, 
to  aifert  and  maintain  the  rights  and  interefts  of  his  Majefty, 
and  of  their  motlier-^country ;  and  having,  with  all  humility, 
iubmitted  to  his  Majcfty*8  wife  tonfideration,  whether  it  may 
not  be  expedient  that  his  Majefty  be  pleafed  to  direft  fome 
mode,  by  which  the  united  application  of  his  colonifts  may 
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be  improved  into  a  happy  stod    pcrmaneot  reeoocUi^ioiH 
his  faithful  Connnoni  huinbly  beg  kave  to  reprefe^t,  lUax 
however  well   difpQfed   his  Maj^fty^s  fubjefts  in  America 
may  be,  accordiiig  to  their  i^oft  eanieft  proff  iG.on«  to  Fe(vra 
to  tlieir  foriDer  obedience  and  conftituti,onal  depepdance,  >(}|: 
that  the  horrors  of  wa^  and  bloodshed  ragit^g  i^  their  cQun* 
try,  muft  drive  them  to  diftraftioo  and  defpair ; .  afid  fur- 
tlicr,  his  faithful  Commons  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  his 
Majefty's  parental  confideration,  that  a  return  to  their  duty»  of 
their  own  free  mind  and  voluntary  compliancy,  would  iiifurc  a 
more  cordial  and  permanent  reconciliation,  than  4ny  reluc^ 
rant  fubmiflion,  which,  through  much  bloodlbed  of  hU  Ma*- 
jelly's  fubjefts,  could  be  enforced  by  the  fwqrd ;  therefore 
moil  humbly  to  befeecb  hi9  Majefty,  that  he  will  hi  graci- 
oufly  pleafcd  to  give  orders  for  puttii^  a  ftop  to  the   fur- 
ther profecution  of  hoftilitie$  in  America,  tlwreby  130  pre- 
vent the  further  deftruftion  of  the  Uvea  pf  lu$  M/yefty's 
fubjefts,  and  to  afford  the  wiflicd  for  opportunity  to  his  colo- 
nifts,  of  evincing  the  finceritjr  of  thmx  profelfion^,  by  every 
teftimony  of  devotion  becoming  the  moft  dutiful  fubjefU, 
and  the  mod  affeAipnate  oolomils, 
||f  ^""l'       Sir  Georg€  SaviU  feconded  the  motipn>  which  he  faid,  he 
^^-  pot  only  approved,  bm  was  ambitiQUff  of  feconding^     After  a 

^ort  exordiumt    to  tliis  effe£l  he  went  on.     I  rife,     Sir, 
under  diiiicultie^  common  to  me,  and  to  all  who  fpeak  from 
this  fide  the  Houfe ;  but  then  they  lire  collateral  and  advan- 
titious  difficulties,     If  we  urge  that  we  have  been  un^uft  ;  we 
;irc  anfwcred  that  that  matter  has  been  long  fince  decided.      If 
we  ftate  that  nothing  is  to  be  got  even  by  vidlory ;  we  have 
the  lame  anfwcr.     If  we  argue  thfit  our  meafures  are  imprac- 
ticable, and  that  fuccefs  is  beyond  our  power  ;  the  Houie  will 
not  endure  to  hear  the  power  of  this  country  called  inqueftion. 
He  is  a  friend  to  rcj)eUion  who  dares  hefitate  concerning  the 
comparative  force  of  the  contending  parties*     Or,  if  I  IhouUl 
touch  on  the  topic  of  lightening  tlie  chains  of  fl^vcry  in  Ame- 
rica, recommended  by  my  honourable  friend,  a  learned  gen- 
tleman will  perhap$  tell  me  that  I  am  not  a  Whig ;  for  that 
Whigs  were  ever  fond  of  derpotilim.     But  I  fpoke  guardedly 
when  I  iaid  that  thefe  were  collateral  aivl  adventitious  difficul- 
ties only  ;  for,  on  the  naked  matter  itfclf,  were  a  bye-ftandcr 
to  judge,  it  Ihould  feem  th;ait  tlie  harder  talk  would  be  to  poin t 
out  or  create  the  difficulties.     For  what  is  the  cafe  ?  I  a£k  tlio 
gentlemen  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  what  are  their 
wiihes  ?•  I  am  ani'wered  '^  Would  to  God  we  wore  in  the  fi- 
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tuation  of  the  year  1763.'*    I  aflc  the  colonics.    I  am  an- 
Iwered,  "  Would  to  God  we  were  in  the  fituation  of  the 
rear  1763.*^    I  know  well  that  there  are  various  fenfes  in 
t^hich  this  phrafc  may  be  tinderftood.     Oh !  Sir,  there  is 
indeed  xmc  fcnfe  in  which.  God  knows,  we  cannot  be  reftor- 
cd  to  tht  fituation  of  1763.    Who  Will  reftorc  to  this  coun- 
try the  blood  that  has  been  fhed }  Who  will  reftore  thofe 
gallant  men  to  riicir  country,  wiiofe  lives  have  been  lavifhed, 
and  fpent,  and  mis-fpent  in  the  fatal  conteft  ?  Who  will  make 
good   to  me  my  fhare  in  a  Howe,  a  Clinton,  a  Burgoyne, 
whofe  fate  is  now  ftanding  om  a  die  ?  Thefe  fentiments.  Sir, 
have  long  preffed  upon  tny  mind,  buft  I  did  not  feel  the  Weight 
of  them  till  this  day :  four  hours  ago  1  felt  not  half  their  force. 
Men's  value  is  not  known  till  they  are  loft  ;  four  hours  ago 
this  country  li^id  a  man,  his  country  has  him  no  more.     One 
of  your  mcmbert,  Sir  :  a  member  is  perhaps  foon  replaced. 
But  where  fhall  we  find  his  fellow,  who,  having  in  his  vigour 
carried  your  arms  in  glory  to  tlie  ei^tent  of  your  empire  (that 
empire  the  ocean)  when   called  upon  by  his  country  in  tlie 
dregs  of  life,  with  a  conftttution  worn  down  in  your  fcrvice, 
urged  on  and  goaded  his  tottering  Imibs,  with  hobbling  hafte 
and  fetble  alacrity,  to  climb  the  well  known  ftcps  of  the  ftiip's 
fide  to  meet  vour  enemy. 

•I  truft.  Sir,  the  Houfe  will  not  think  me  guilty  of  an 
uncomely  tautology  if  I  have  faid  a  word  or  two  on  a  fubjeft 
already  touched  by  my  honourable  friend.  No,  Sir,  let  it 
rather  be  an  order  of  your  Houfe  that  for  one  day  at  leaft, 
while  the  memory  una  the  gratitude  yet  remain,  none  fliall 
fpeak  without  paying  his  juft  tribute,  to  that  refpeSable,  that 
gallant,  that  honeft  public  man. 

But,  Sir,  I  beg  your  pardon,  and  1  return  to  ftate  that  I 
am  cOnftrained  to  allow,  that  the  Vepealing  of  bills,  recalling 
troops,  undoing  every  aft,  is  not  virtually  and  effeftually 
bringing  things  back  into  the  fame  fituation  as  if  they  had 
never  been  done ;  and  I  acknowledge  too  that  ibme  teft  may 
now  be  wanted  on  the  part  ctf  the  colonies  to  balance  our  afts 
of  generous  conciliation.  Shall  this  teft  be  in  words  ?  Their 
words  vou  will  ndt  take.  You  are  fure  they  aim  at  independence^ 
becairie  they  difavow  it.  "Vou  afe  fure  they  will  not  give  on 
requifition,  for  they  fay  they  ^ill.  Oh  !  but  you  have  better 
prooft.  You  have  a  certainty  they  will  not,  for  they  always 
have.  iThey  have  always  done  it,  they  have  ovcr-don6  it. 
And  in  truth  tliis  is  the  kind  of  proof  we  have  been  ufed  to;  we 
aitt  wtll  btOlpe  m.  and-  we  t>ciir  It.    The  fatisfaftory  earneft 
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this  Houfc  accepted,  of  our  future  fuccefs^  was,  that  we  had 
hitherto  mrfcarried.  The  proof  that  we  are  now  fure  to  dircft 
our  force  wifely,  was  that  we  have  hitherto  blundered  moft 
cgregioully.  The  Houfe  has  paid  due  regard  to  diefe  argu- 
ments, and  we  have  voted  as  we  were  defired.  We  have 
adopted  the  logic,  and  the  precedent  applies  to  the  cafe  be- 
fore us. 

Well  then,  it  is  allowed,  their  words  are  not  to  be  taken. 
Their  former  loyalty  to  this  country  fhall  not  pafs  for  any 
thing  but  proof  of  their  future  difobedience*  Allowed,  my 
friend^s  propofitions  meets  you  then  on  that  ground.  He 
looks  for  an  aftual,  frefh  teft  of  living  obedience ;  an  enrolling 
a  Britifli  aft  of  Parliament ;  to  which  I  hope  it  will  not  be  a 
capital  objeftion  that  it  is  not  oppreflive^  that  it  is  not  unrea- 
Ibnable ;  and  has  morality,  humanity,  and  the  yghts  of  a  part 
of  mankind,  for  its  objeft  and  foundation.  I  fecond  the  mo- 
tion of  my  honourable  friend. 

M.  Nortb*  Lord  North  faid  a  few  words  relative  to  the  unfeaibnablcnefs 
of  the  motion,  till  a  bill  of  fuch  vaft  extent  as  the  prohibitory 
bill  going  through  the  Houfe,  was  firft  tried. 

Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  Burke.  That  tlie  very  reafon  afligned  why  the  prcfent 
motion  fliould  not  be  agreed  to,  was  the  beft  realon  for  agree- 
ing to  it;  for,  if  the  bill,  and  the  meafures  and  principles 
which  gave  birth  to  it  had  not  made  their  way  into  Parlia- 
ment, therfe  would  be  no  occaiion  for  the  prefent  motion. 

Lord  John       Lord  John  Cavendi/h  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,  but  faid 

Cavendifh.  he  defpaircd  of  fuccefs,  as  the  miniftry,  (upported  by  a  ma- 
jority, were  determined  to  pulh  matters  to  the  utmoft  extre- 
mity. 

iprdMayor.  The  LorJ  MayoT  [Mr.  Sawbridge]  faid,  it  had  been  very 
fafliionable  botli  widiin  and  without  doors,  to  ftigmatife  the 
Americans  as  cowards  and  paltroons,  but  he  believed,  the  truth 
would  be  found  on  the  other  fide ;  for  he  was  well  informed, 
that  the  King's  troops  at  the  aftion  of  Bunker's-Hill  confifted 
of  2500  men,  and  the  provincials  not  quite  1500,  and  even 
them  \yx>  would  have  compleatly  defeated  the  King's  troops, 
if  their  ammunition  had  not  been  totally  fpent. 

Ld.  Nir:b.  Lord  North  faid,  he  was  but  an  indifferent  judge  of  mili- 
tary operations;  but  by  the  beft  accounts  he  could  obtain,  the 
provincials  were  at  leaft  three  to  one,  and  were  beiides  very 
ftrongly  entrenched.  Even  by  a  Gazette  publiihed  under 
their  own  immediate  authority,  in  the  lift  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  it  appeared  that  nineteen  regiments  had  fuffered, 
which  was  a  proof  that  fo  many  were  prefent,  and  that  com- 
puting 
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puling  them  at  500  men  a  regiment,  and  making  the  nlaal 
allowances^  there  could  not  be  lefs  than  8000  proviriciak  that 
day  defending  the  lines  at  Bunker's-Hill. 

Governor  John/tone  obferved,  that  the  Noble  Lc^d  laid  creatGov.  jobn^ 
Hrefs  on  the  advantage  the  provincials  had  over  the  Kmg's^*'"' 
troops,  by  beiiig  fo  well  polled,  and  defended  by  trenches 
and  brcaft- works.  But  he  muft  draw  a  very  different  conclu- 
£on,  as  he  thought  the  affailants  had  the  advantage ;  and  he 
was  not  Angular  in  his  opinion,  for  one  of  the  grcateft  Gene- 
rals Europe  ever  beheld  [Marflial  Saxe]  had,  in  his  reverie^ 
on  the  art  of  war,  cxprened  himfelf  of  the  fame  opinibn.  At 
all  events,  there  was  fomething  fatal  to  the  Noble  Lord's  ar- 
guments either  way,  for  either  the  works  were  weak,  and 
tlierefore  the  provincials  defended  them  bravely,  or  being 
ilrong,  it  (hewed  what  a  dangerous  enemy  they  muft  be, 
who  could  raife,  and  fo judiciouily  conftruft  Ivich  works,  from 
eleven  o'clock  at  night,  on  a  fummer's  evening,  till  day-break 
the  next  morning. 

Colonel  ^orr/5  obferved,  that  accounts,  he  believed,  werecoi,jli;rnV, 
exaggerated  on  both  fides  *  for  by  the  beft  intelligence  he  was 
able  to  obtain,  and  he  thought  he  could  depend  upon  it,  the 
provincials  entrenched  on  Bunker's-Hill,  and  engaged  on  the 
17th  of  June,  were  about  5000  Mert,  which  was  in  the  pro- 
portion fully  of  two  to  one.  The  queftion  being  put,  the 
Houfe  divided.     For  the  motion  21 ;  againft  it  123. 

Mfi  Hartley  then  made  the  following  motions.  Mr.  Hsrt; 

That  leave  be  given  to  brii^  in  a  bill  to  empower  the  inha-  ^^* 
Kitants  of  the  province  of  Maflachufets-Bay,  to  cleft  a*n  af- 
fcmbly  and  council,  in  the  manner  direfted  by  the  charter 
granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  province,  by  their  Majef- 
tics  king  William  and  queen  Mary,  bearing  date  the  feventh 
day  of  Oftobcr,  in  the  third  year  of  their  reign.  It  paffed  in 
the  negative. 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  eftablifli  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  caifes,  to  all  flaves  in  North* Ame- 
rica ;  and  to  annull  all  laws  in  any  province  repugnant  there- 
to, and  to  require  the  regiftering  of  the  fame  by  the  refpec- 
tivc  affemblies  of  each  colony  in  North- America.  It  paffed 
in  the  negative. 

That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  eftablifh  a  perma- 
nent reconciliation  between  Great- Britain  and  its  dependencies 
in  North- America,  and  to  rcftore  his  Majefty's  fubjcfts  in 
North- America  to  that  happy  and  free  condition,  and  to  that 
peace  and  profperity  whicu  they  enjoyed  in  their  conftittr- 
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tional  dependence  on  Great-Britain  before  the  prcfcnt  unhappy 
troublcs,^  viz.  as  in  1763.     It  paflcd  in  the  negative. 
,  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  free  pardon^ 
indemnity,  and  oblivion.     It  paSfed  in  the  negative. 

That  an  hunible  addrefs  be  prefeatcd  to  hl$  majefty,  to  lay 
the  opinion  of  this  Hpufe  before  his  Majefty,  that  it  may  be 
proper  when  tlie  prefcixt  unhappy  difputes  in  North -America 
Ihall  be  brought  to  an  amicable  termination,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  fhpuld  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  orders,  that  kttcrs  of 
rcquLfition  be  written  in  the  accuftomed  manner  to  the  fevcral 
provinces  of  his  Majefty's  colonies  and  plantations  in  North- 
America,  to  make  prpvifion  for  the  purpofcs  of  protcfkine, 
^fending,  and  fecurmg  the  faid  colonics  and  plantations^  It 
paflcd  in  the  negative.  ^ 

A  petition  from  the  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants  of 
London  trading  to  the  fugar  colonies,  was  prefented  by  Mr. 
Oliver,  fetting  forth,  "  That  tlie  petitioners  having,  upon 
-  a  former  occafion,  ftated  and  laid  before  the  Houfe,  with  all 
the  accuracy  and  prccifion  of  which  they  were  capable,  the 
worth  and  value  of  his  Majefty's  fugar  colonies  in  the  Weft- 
Indies,  their  national  magnitude,  and  importance  to  Great- 
Britain,  their  fituation  as  depending  upon  their  fifter  colonies 
in  North-America  for  the  maintenance  of  p-pperty  and  fup- 
port  of  life,  the  petitioners  fears  and  apprchenhons  of  dangers 
and  diftreii  arifing  out  of  the  unhappy  difputes  fublifting  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  America,  they  firmly  truftcd,  if 
conciliation  did  not  render  it  unneceiTary,  that  thefe  fubftan- 
tial  nu)tives  would  have  made  them  the  objefis  of  the  confi- 
deration  and  attention  of  the  Houfe ;  and  that,  in  the  inidft 
of  the  flattering  expe£tation  that  application  might  meet  a  for- 
ward difpofition  in  tlie  Houfe  to  relieve,  the  petitiwiers  hopes 
are  at  once  blafted  and  cut  off,  by  the  bringing  in  of  a  bill  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  tlic  colonies  of  Nfw 
Hampfhirc,  Maffachufets-Bay,  Rhods  liland,  ConncAicut, 
New-York,  New  Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  the  three  lower  coun- 
ties on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
Soutli  Carolina,  and  Georgia ;  and  that,  when  the  American 
congrefs  adopted  their  non-importation  and  non-exportation 
refolvfc,  the  fears  naturally  arifing  to  the  petitioners  froqi 
thence,  were  fomcwhat  abated  by  a  reliance,  on  tlie  petitio- 
ners parts,  of  a  relaxation  on  theirs,  at  leaft  with  regard  to 
the  petitioners;  but  left,  happily  for  the  petiti<H)ers,  tliis 
event  might  fucceed,  the  prcfcnt  bill  not  only  deprives  the 
petitioners  jq£  the  probability,.. but  qftabUfhes  tliQ  impoflibility 
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liloewife ;  and  therefore  praying,  that,  upon  this  grooind,  thfe 
petitioners  may  be  allowed  to  be  heatxi  at  the  barj  tfy  ihei** 
agents  and  coutifel,  againft  the  faid  bill>  relying  on  the  wif- 
dom,  goodnefs,  juftice,  and  mercy,  of  the  Honfe,  libt  only 
for  fpecid  relief  in  this  inftance,  but  for  fuch  furthftr  afffiflr- 
ance  as  the  Honfe  can  ^ve," 

Ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table,  nntil  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee upon  the  prohibitory  bill  is  received^ 
Decembir  8. 

Scotch  militia  bill  prefented  and  read  a  firfttimfe,  ^rti 
ordered  ta  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  the  5th  of  February 
1776. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  receiving  the  report  on  the  Ame^ 
rican  prohibitory  brll. 

Council  called  in  and  heard,  in  fupport  of  the  petitioh  from 
the  Weft-India  planters  and  merchants  againft  the  bill*.    • 

The  examinations  of  George  Walker  and  John  ElliSj^efcjrs. 
-were  read.    [See  Volume  L  page  327.] 

It  was  moved  to  poftpone  the  further  confid^ration  of  the 
tcport  till  the  23d  of  Januat-y,  1776. 

Lord  North  moved,  that  the  report,  with  the  antendthents 
ftiadc  by  the  commhtee, '  be  now  read  a  fecond  time. 

Right  hon,  7".  Townjhend conAcmn^A  this  mode  of  hurrying  j^jlj^,  ^^^ 
on  the  natton-al  biiftnefs;  it  wa^  difgraccful  to  Parliament  ^r.  Town- 
it  offended  againft  every  rule  of  decency.  It  was  inJurious>^^ 
to  the  nation  at  large,  and  it  fully  verified,  what  had  often  be- 
fore been  afferted  and  lamented,  that  our  laws  were  become  the 
mere  edifts  of  the  council  table,  or  rather  the  dark  machi- 
nations of  a  defpcrate  cabal  of  miniflers,  and  not  the  hws  of 
free,  deliberative  aflcmblies,  uninfluenced  by  any  other  con- 
fideration,  but  the  good  of  the  kingdom.  He  faid,  he  hoped, 
however  fluflicd  with  viftory  the  minlfter  might  be,  for  forih's 
falce  at  leaft,  he  would  confent  to  put  ofF  the  prefent  report 
till  after  the  Chriftmas  recefs;  befides  he  recommended  to  his 
Lordfhip's  confideration  ferioufly  to  refleft  how  fatal  it  might 
be,  if  the  meafure,  which  he  feemed  fo  eager  to  carry,  fhould 
fail;  and  think  in  time,  that  fuppofe,  in  the  pride  and  ex- 
ultation of  majorities,  he  ihould  defpife  his  opponents  ever  fo 
much,  in  what  manner  he  could  face  his  friends,  if  com- 
pelled to  meet  them  at  the  comVncnccment  of  the  next,  as  he 
did  at  the  prefent  fefSon,  with  the  doleful  tidings,  that  he 
was  again  deceived. 

Sir  George  Hay  fpoke  of  the  admiralty  cojirts,  and  their  im-  jj^  ^ 
fticdiatc  connexion  with  the  civil  law,  and  the  near  affinity  Biy,  '*^* 
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t^is  bill  bore  to  both,  as  one  of  their  genuine  oflTspring.  Hj 
iaid  it  wa^  the  wifeft  and  moft  falutary  meafure  that  had  been 
hitherto  devifed  for  compelling  the  rebelljous  Americans  to 
return  to  their  duty.  He  obfcrved,  that  they  might  beat  our 
army, .biit  th.ey  could  not  beat  our  navy;  for,  he  hoped, 
nay,  he  was  confident,  the  latter  was  powerful  enough  to 
copp  with  the  combined  force  of  all  Europe^ 
Mr.  Setj.  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  replied.  He  faid,  he  madeno  doubt  but 
^air*  the  prefent  bill  bore  a  much  nearer  affinity  to  the  civil  law 
th^n  to  the  -common  la^  of  England  ;  the  former  was  the 
parent  of  tyranny,  defpptifm^  and  arbitrary  power,  and  no 
perfon  who  attended  in  the  leaft  to  the  prefent  bill,  but  muft 
fee  9t  the  firft  glance  that  it  was  a  compound  of  them  all, 
and  confequently,  like  its  parent,  the  very  revcrfe  to  the 
]aw8  of  England,  and  totally  repugnant  to  the  glorious  con- 
ftitution  which  gave  them  birth.  He  faid,  without  pretend- 
ing to  the  gift  of  prophecy,  he  might  venture  to  foretell,  that 
the  bill  now  under  cpnfideration,  would  bring  deftru^ion  oi> 
this  country ;  and,  applying  to  the  noble  Lord  in  thp  blue 
ribbon,  afked  him,  if  he  was  fo  mifled  or  miftaken,  as  to 
imagine,  th^t  120  or  200  fervile  aflbciates  would  be  a  fuf. 
iicicnt  protcflion  to  him  in  the  hour  pf  trial,  when  the  na- 
tion, finding  itfe)f  ruined,  would  rife  almoft  as  one  man,  to 
avenge  themfelves  on  the  guilty  authors  and  advifers  of  fuch 
deftru£live  meafures. 
Sir  Jtkhsrd  Sir  Richard  Sutton  faid,  that  this  country  had  numerous 
Sutttn.  channels  for  its  trade  and  commerce,  and  grreatconfumptions 
within  itfclf;  but  America  had  neither.  Their  rice,  tobacco, 
corn,  lumber,  indico,  &c.  muft  go  to  other  markets ;  he 
therefore  thought  the  bill  the  moft  efFe<Slual  means  ;o  reftore 
the  people  of  that  country  to  their  fenfcs. 
Cov.  Jokn-  Governor  Johnftone  oppofed  hurrying  the  bill  on  in  fuch  a 
/W  fhameful,  difgraceful  manner,  which  he  faid,  was  one  of  the 

moft  opprefliveand  tyrannic  meafures  that  could  poflibly  enter 
.  intoj  the  mind  of  man  to  ponceive.  He  obfcrved,  that  you 
ipight  put  the  Americans  to  the  torture,  you  might  fiarve, 
profcribe,  or  do  any  thing  which  malice  or  defpotifm  could 
fuggeft,  but  you  vfoul4  never  prevai}  upon  them  to  confent 
tp  taxation. 
JWr.  Fox.  M**-  Fox.  I  have  always  faid,  that  the  war  cairying  on 
againft  the  Americans  is  unjuft,  that  it  is  non  tanti^  that  ic 
is  not  practicable  i  but  admitting  it  to  be  a  juft  war,  that  ic 
is  tanti^  th^t  it  is  pradlicablc,  I  fay,  that  the  means  made 
ufe  of,  are  by  no  means  fuch  as  will  obtain  the  end.  I  (hall 
f on/ine  my  felf  fingly  to  tbij  groupd,  and  fhew  that  this  bill, 
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like  every  other  meafure,  proves  the  want  of  policy,  the 
folly  and  oi^tdnefs,  of  the  prefent  fet  of  minifters,  I  viras  in 
great  hope?,  that  they  had  feen  their  error,  and  had  given 
over  to  coerce,  and  to  carry  on  war  againft  America  by  means 
of  a£ls  of  parliament.  In  order  to  induce  the  Americans  to 
fubmit  to  your  legiflature,  you  pa(s  laws  againft  them,  cruel 
and  tyrannical  in  the  extreme.  If  they  complain  of  one  law, 
your  anfwer  to  their  complaint,  is  to  pafs  another  more  rigo-r 
rous  and  feverc  than  the  former:  but  they  are  in  rebellion, 
you  fay  ;  if  they  are,  treat  them  as  rebels  are  wont  to  be 
treated.  Send  out  your  fleets  and  armies  againft  them,  and 
fubdue  them ;  but  let  them  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
your  laws.  Shew  them,  that  your  laws  are  mild,  areiuft, 
and  equitable,  that  they  therefore  are  in  the  wrong,  and  de- 
fcrvc  the  punifiiment  they  meet  with.  The  very  contrary  of 
this  has  been  your  wretched  policy.  I  have  ever  underftood 
it  as  a  firft  principle,  that  in  rebellion  you  punifti  the  indivi^ 
duals,  but  fpare  the  country;  in  a  war  againft  the  enemy, 
you  fpare  individuals,  and  lay  wafte  the  country.  This  laft 
has  been  invariably  your  conduct  againft  America*  I  fuggefted  ' 
this  to  you,  when  the  Bofton  port  bill  pafled.  I  advifcd  you 
to  find  out  the  offending  perfons,  and  to  punifh  them;  but 
y/hat  did  you  do  inftead  of  this  ?  You  laid  the  whole  town  of 
Bofton  under  terrible  contribution,  punifhing  the  innocent 
with  the  guilty.  You  anfwer,  that  you  could  not  come  at 
the  guilty^  This  very  anfwer,  (hews  how  unfit,  and  how 
unable  you  are,  to  govern  America.  If  you  are  forced  to 
punifh  the  innocent  to  come  at  the  guilty,  your  government 
there,  is,  and  ought  to  be  at  an  end.  But  by  the  bill  now  be- 
fore us,  you  not  only  punifti  thofe  innocent  perfons  who  are 
unfortunately  mixed  with  the  guilty  in  North  America,  but 
punifh  and  ftarve  whole  iflands  of  unoffending  people,  un- 
eonneiSled  with,  and  feparated  from  them.  Hitherto  the 
Americans  have  feparated  the  right  of  taxation  from  your 
legiflative  authority;  although  they  have  denied  the  former, 
they  have  acknowledged  the  latter*  This  bill  will  make 
them  deny  the  one  as  well  as  the  other.  What  fignifies,  fay 
they,  your  giving  up  the  right  of  taxation,  if  you  are  to 
inforce  your  legiflative  authority  in  the  manner  you  do.  This 
legiflative  authority  fo  inforced,  will  at  any  time  coerce  tax- 
i^tion,  and  take  from  us  whatever  you  think  fit  to  demand. 
It  is  a  bill  which  fhould  be  entitled,  a  bill  for  carrying  more 
eflTeftually  into  execution  the  refolves  of  the  congrefs. 

Lord  AV/A  fa  id,  he  had  not  a  wifh,  nor  the  moft  diftant  Ld.  North 
intention  of  diftreiEng  the  inhabitfints,  or  hurting  the  trade 
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of  the  fiigar  colonies.    Nothing  could  be  further  from  his 
thoughts.     If  therefore  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  prefent 
bill  fcould  affccS  the  Weft- India   planters,  he  was  ferry  for 
Jt.     It  was  much  to  be  lamented  ;  bat  as  things  were' now 
ctrcumftanced,  he  feared  it  was  not  to  be  avoided*     In  civil 
convulfions  of  this  kind,  it  was  plain,  that  many  muft  fufFer ; 
it  was  a  neccflary  confequence  of  fuch  a  ftate  of  things;  but 
ftill,  if  the  meafure  was  a  good  one,  or  the  beft  on  the  whole 
that  could  be  devifed,  it  muft  be  taken  with  all  its  confc- 
iquences.  Parliament  have  though  fit  to  adftpt  it,  and  till  they 
think  proper  to  alter  their  opinion,  it  is  abfurd  to  obje6l  that 
this  body  of  men,  that  ifland,  or  fuch  and  fuch  places,  will  *'   ! 
the  temporary  cffcdls  Of  it;  but  (feys  bis  Lord ftiip)    I  -. 
venture  to  contend,  that  till  it  is  made  manifeft,  th  ;-  t',-^  ■ 
conveniences  complained  of,  are  fliewh  to  he  fufhci.    • 
outweigh  the  general  intereft  we  have  in  preferving  the  - 
pendency  of  America  on  this  country,  every  argument  ma..  - 
tained  on  the  ground  of  temporary  or  local  inconvenience, 
muft  be  nugatory  and  abfurd. 
|lr,  J^arilf.       Mr.  BurJ^  faid,  the  noble  Lord's  argument  came  fairly  to 
this  :  firft,  determine  on  your  meafure,  bring  it^  or  to  ufe 
the  noble  Lord's  ufual  words,  propofe  it  or  fubmit  it  to  Par- 
liament;  and   if  any  one  offers  to  reafon,  enquire,  or  aflc 
queftions  concerning  its  propriety,  let  the  advifer,  or  pro- 

{>ofer,  or  fubmittcr,  rife,  and  very  gravely  aflTure  his  audi- 
ors,  that  ail  fuch  enquiries^  reafons,  queftions,  or  objec- 
tions, are  totally  nugatory  and  abfurd  ;  for  we  arc  not  come 
to  argue  on  it,  the  meafure  itfelf  being  already  determined 
on.  This,  according  to  my  poor  idea,  is  a  new  kind  of 
logic.  It  is,  however,  very  compendiotis,  very  well  calcu* 
lated  for  expediting  public  bufinefs;  and  every  ^ay  worthy 
of  its  noble  author  and  teacher. 
tA.Get^e  Lord  George  Gcrmatne  contended,  that  the  Americans 
^ermeint.  fought  and  brought  the  troubles  on  themfclvcs,  by  refifting  the 
laws  and  authority  of  this  country.  The  gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  fay,  why  did  not  the  government  of  Maflachufets 
bay  difcOver  the  firft  ribters  at  Bofton  and  punifti  them,  and 
let  the  matter  reft  there  ?  I  will  tell  them  why.  Becaufe 
the  council  refufed  to  co-operate,  or  aft  with  governor  Hutch- 
rnfon  on  that  occafion,  who  did  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
perfuade  them.  Whatever  may  be  urged  againft  this  bilU 
and  its  advifers,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  readieft  and  fureft 
way  to  make  the  Americans  fubmit  to  the  fupremacy  of  this 
country,  and  return  to  their  duty;  for  as  foon  as  any  pro- 
vince fubmits,  its  ports  "Vfill  be  opened,  and  its  trade  and 
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commci^ce  from  that  fnonaeiit  reftored.  Whenever  peace  ihall 
be  reftored,  if  I  have  been  in  the  Icaft  inftrumental  in  efFediing 
fo  defirable  an  end,  I  ihall  feel  the  greateft  pleafurc  and  happi- 
nefs  from  it.  And  whatever  ilUnatured  interpretation  may  have 
been  put  on  my  conduft,  I  can  with  great  truth  and  jufticd 
ajflTure  the  Houfe,  that  I  never  fought  nor  afked  for  the  ofiices 
I  now  have  the  hoaour  to  fill,  nor  wifl\ed  for  it,  further^ than. I 
flattered  myfclf  I  might  be  ferviceable  to  my  country.  I  was 
in  a  fituation  which  could  leave  me  no  temptation  to  feek 
emoluments :  my  forti^ne  had  put  me  above  fuch  a  wiih* 
His  Lordfliip,  aftei*  proceeding  to  enumerate  fome  other  cir- 
cumftances,  to  (hew  that  he  took  the  public  part  be  did, 
purely  from  difinterefted  motives,  adverted  to  fomcthing 
which  had  fallen  in  the  courfe  9(  the  debate^  relative  to  one 
Walker,  who,  he  faid,  had  promoted  difturbances  in  Cana- 
da. He  informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  governdjf  had  notice 
given  him  of  Walker's  intrigues,  and  had  fent  to  feize  him  ; 
that  he  defended  himfelf,  and  bad  wounded  fome  pf  the 
foldiers  that  attacked  his  houfe;  that  this  having  enraged  the 
foldiery,  they  fet  fire  to  it,  and  took  himfelf  and  family  prifo-*- 
ners  5  and  that  he  was  now  in  irons.  On  the  whc^le,  that 
what  the  governor  ha^  done  was  i\q  more  than  His  duty ; 
and  had  be  aded  otherwife,  it  would  have  been  a  breach  of 
it.  He  added,  that  by  the  arguments  ufed  by  the  opponents 
of  the  bill,  they  fcemed  dcfirous  to  protracl  the  war  ;  but  for 
his  part,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  this  bill,  backed  by  the 
naval  and  military  armament^  th^t  would  be  fent  out  to  en- 
force it,  would  be  the  heft  means  to  fhorten  it ;  and  as  there 
was  nothing^for  which  he  fo  ardently  wiflied,  as  to  fee  the 
prefent  difputes  fpcedily  terminated,  he  would  give  the  pre- 
fent  motion  bis  hearty  afTent. 

Mr.  Bayly  (being  interrupted  by  the  call  for  the  quefiinn^  the  Mr.  iftfj.^, 
quefticn)  faid  the  friends  of  the  bill  were  determinedf  to  hear 
nothing  againft  it.     The  noife  continuing,  the  queflion  was 
put  on  Lord  North's  motion,  and  the  Houfe  divided  ;    for  it 
143;   againfti^38. 

Mr.  Dimpjier  movefl,  that  James  Delancey,  efq.  of  New  Mr.  Dm^ 
York,  do  attend  this  Houfe  on  Monday  morning  next,    It^"'* 
paffcd  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Burki  then  made  the  two  following  motions.  ^'  ^"'*** 

That  it  is  neceffary  and  proper  to  come  to  a  refolution, 
that  evidence  concerning  the  ftate  of  America,  the  temper  of 
the  people  there,  and  the  probable  operations  of  an  zSt  now 
depeA^ing)  is  unnecelTary  to.thU  Houfe s   this  Houfe  being 
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already  fufHciently  acquainted  with  thofe  matters*     It  pafled 
in  the  negative. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majcfty,  that 
he  will  bepleafedto  give  orders,  that  there  be  laid  before  this 
Houfe  fuch  advices  as  may  enable  this  Houfe  to  judge  of  the 
prefent  (late  and  condition  of  his  Majefty's  loyal  and  dutiful 
province  of  Georgia.     It  paffcd  in  the  negative. 
Ccvernor        Governor  ^Johnftont  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
:jd,v.font     fented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  picafcd  to 
order  to  belaid  before  this  Houfe  fuch  advices  as  may  enable 
this  Houfe  to  judge  of  the  prefent  ftate  and  condition  of  his 
Majefty's  loyal  and  dutiful  province  of  Georgia,  in  North 
America.     It  pafled  in  the  negative. 
Adjourned  to  December  11. 

December  rr. 
Governor        Governor  y^hnjione  (M^  that  no  proofs  of  the  delinquency 
jahfifltnt.  of  the  province  of  Georgia  having  yet  been  laid  before  that 
Houfe,  he  made  the  following  motion : 

That  no  evidence  had  been  produced  to  the  Houfe,  that 
any  perfons  in  the  province  of  Georgia  have  fet  thcmfelves 
in  open  rebellion  and  defiance  to  the  juft  and  legal  authority 
of  the  King  and  Parliament,  have  aflembled  together  an 
armed  force,  engaged  his  Majefty's  troops,  attacked  his 
forts,    and   prohibited   all   trade  and  commerce    with   this 

kingdom. He  obferved,  in  fupport  of  his  motion,  that 

Cato  and  Socrates  in  Athens  and  Rome,  ftood  alone  to 
oppofc  venal  and  corrupt  majorities.  Thofe  celebrated  com- 
monwealths, in  their  decline,  were  what  firitian  is  at  pre- 
fent. fjuxury,  venality,  public  proftitution,  and  a  total 
difregard  to  the  interefts  of  their  country,  prevailed.  Ma- 
iorities  then,  as  well  as  now,  were  procured  by  the  moft 
bafe  and  fcandalous  means.  Thofe  majorities  were  com- 
pofed  of  the  moft  worthlcfs  ^nd  profligate  individuals  of  the 
community  ;  of  gladiators,  pimps,  (harpers,  parafites,  and 
buffoons.  Every  man  in  Rome  and  Athens  almoft  had  his 
price  ^  and  if  any  thing  remained  unfold,  it  was  only  for 
want  of  a  purchafer.  The  few  who  retained  any  fenfe  of 
honour  were  reviled  or  defpifcd.  Their  ©ppofition  was  at- 
tributed to  fadiious  or  interefted  motives,  or  they  were  treated 
as  men  ailing  under  the  influence  of  delufion  and  ideal  per- 
fection, and  miflcd  by  imprafticable  fchemes  of  policy  and 
legiflature.  It  was  the  misfortime  ofthe  times,  that  they  both 
fell  a  facrifice  to  the  malice  of  their  enemies  ;  but  it  was  ftill  a 
greater  misfortune,  that  neither  of  them  were  furvived  By  the  li- 
berties of  their  country.   Cato  and  the  Roman  commonwealth 
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pcrilhed  together ;  th6  liberties  of  Athens  were  no  more,  whcri 
Socrates  fell  a  viaim  to  the  rage  of  his  mefcilefs  perfccutors.  ' 
He  then  turned  to  the  qneftion,  and  obfcrvcd,  that  the  loyal 
xolonv  of  Georgia  was  now  entered  in  the  black  catak)gue% 
It  was  marked  out  for^eftruftion,  as  Well  as  the  province  of 
Maffachufet's  bay ;  the  latter^  for  defending  their  liberties^ 
which  were  immediately  invaded ;  the  former,  becatife  tJiey 
■difapproved  of  the  inhuman  meafure  -  of  condemntilg  people 
unheard  and  untried. 

Mr.  J.  JohnJlovK  feconded  the  motion^  and  faid,  he  be-  ^\1\ 
lieved  it  was  tlie  firft  time  it  was  ever  heard  or  known,  thaf^*  '*'^**'* 
a  whole  province  was  profcribed,  without  ibme  imputation 
of  guilt.  Moft  of  the  other  colonies  had  done  foraethinff, 
.\y'hich>  according  to  the  language  current  of  that  Houfe,  might 
beconftrued  intp  refiftance,or  a  preparation  for  it;  but  in  the 
cafe  of  Georgia,  it  had  not  been  even  trged  in  debate,  milch 
lefs  pix)ved,  that  they  had  committed  afingle  aft,  which  the 
•moft  willing,  ingenious,  moft  expefting,  or  bcft  paid  lawyer 
in  the  Houfe,  could  Ifcetch  even  fo  far  as  a  mifdemeanor. 
And  what  would  be.  the  certain  coiifequence  of  the  prefent 
bill?  But  that  a  whole  province  was  to  be  profc^ribed,  its 
trade  ruined,  and  its  inhabifknts  declared"  rebels,  and  com- 
pelled to  fubmit  to  tyranny,  or  confent  to  be  ftarved^ 

Lord  North  faid,  he  had  no  objeftion  to  have  evidence  exJl-^^'^^*'"'** 
mined,  cither  to  prove  the  delinquency,  or  the  innocence, 
loyalty  and  obedience,  of  the  province  of  Georgia,  but  that 
he  prefumed,  the  witneffes  meant  to  be  moved  for,  were  the 
Weft-India  merchants,  who  probably  Would  think  themfelves 
intereftdd  in  the  event  of  the  exammation,  and  who,  befides, 
could  not  poflibly  be  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  colony,  to  give  the  Houfe  the  ncceffary  infor- 
mation. His  Lordfhip  obferved,  though  Georgia  was  not 
aftually  in  arms,  or  in  a  ftate  of  open  rebellion,  it  was  ne^ 
Verthelefs  well  known,  that  they  aded  in  conjunftion  with 
the  other  colonies,  and  there  could  not  be  a  more  decifive 
proof  of  their  difpofition,  and  the  part  tliey  meant  to  take, 
than  their  having  fent  delegates  to  the  continental  congrefs. 

Mr.  Dmpjier  animadverted  very  feverely  on  the  doftrine 
maintained  by  the  Noble  Lord,  that  of  prejudging,  and  on 
that  prejudgment,  proceeding  to  inflift  punimment.  He 
faid^  fuch  a  conduft  was  much  more  horrible  in  its  confe- 
quence,  and  more  repugnant  to  the  general  eftablilhcd  ideas 
©f  juftice,  than  any  tiling  yet  imputed  to  that  bloody  tribunal 
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the  inquiiition,  for  even  the  inquiiitor  proceeded  on  mfon- 
{OAtion,  heard  the  culprit  in  his  own  juftification,  attended  to 
the  proofs,  and  pronounced  his  fenteAce  according  to  certain 
ftattd'rulesy  eftablifhed  by  the  inventors  of  this  mockjudi- 
C^t-ure*  Says  he,  you  have  drawn  the  colonies  into  the  di- 
lemma bf  taking  up  arms,  or  of  fubmitting  to  b^  Haves,  and 
then,-  with  all  polSUe  moderation  and  candour,  defire  them 
to  lay  down  their  ^rms,  and  you.wiU  h^at  their  complaints. 
This  was  the  language  of  Charles  the  firft  to  his  Parliament, 
atid  of  eVery  other  tyrant,  from  William  the  Conqueror  to 
^  tlais  day.  -  ■ 

h/LuPovmaU  Mr.  Pownol  (fc^retary  to  the  board  of  trade)  gave  a  detail 
of  the  different  proofs  the  Georgians  had  given  ot  a  rebellious 
difpofition.  He  obferved,  that  in  honour  to  his  Majcfty, 
two  days  before  his  laft  birth -day^  viz.  on  the  ad  of  June 
laft^  tliey  threw  the  cannon  of  one  of  the  forts  in  die  pro- 
vince, into  the  river.  That  they  forciUy  entered  the  powder 
magazine,  and  plundered  it  of  every  ounce  of  its  contents. 
Their  own  news-papers  were  full  of  accounts  of  thefe  exploitt. 
if  any  other  proof  was  thourht  rcquifite, .  die  laft  rclMution  of 
their  committee  muft  be  fuificient  to  convince  die  moftunbe- 
lievitig,  for  they  had  vo^ed  io,oool.  towards  what  they  called 
the  common  caufe,  whicb^  in  his  opinion^  ihewed  plainly 
that  they  were  in  earneft, 

Mr.  Burkf.  Mr.  JBurkc  faid,  thi3  was  die  iirfi  time  he  ever  heard  news^^ 
paper  information  made  a  foundation  for  any  folemn  proceed* 
ings  in  that  Houfe,  except  an  odd  time,  when  the  gentlemen 
of  the  quill  made  free  with  the  noble  Lord  who  fat  on  the  trca- 
fury  bench,  and  a  few  of  his  chofen  friends  in  both  Houfes. 
He  faid,  he  fomctimes  frequented  a  coflfee-houfe  near  the 
Houfe,  and  he  had  a  right  to  fay,  that  the  matter  of  it  was  ex- 
trcmely  negligent  of  his  duty,  for  he  never  laid  any  of  thofc 
hoftile  papers  the  honourable  gentleman  mentioned  before 
.  faim  ;  yet  on  recoUeAion,  he  could  not  help  thinking  that  this 
Houfe,  and  not  coffce-houfes;  would  be  the  fitteft  place  to 
look  for  information;  but  he  was  forry  to  fay,  that  this 
Houfe  was  one  of  the  laft  in  the  illand  he  would  look  for,  or 
expeft  any  kind  of  information  whatever.  On  the  whole,  he 
was  ibrry  to  perceive  fo  iudden  an  alteration  in  die  honourable 
gentleman,  for  he  remembered  when  the  honourable  gendt- 
man  in  office,  was  not  a  member,  no  man,  he  thought,  was 
clearer^  nor  none  readier  to  communicate,  in  the  moft  candid 
manner,    every  intelligence  that  was  proper^   or  coafiftent 
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with  his  iitnation..  For  that  reafbn,  fay^s  he,  I  fear  there  is 
Ibmcthing  infcftious  in  the  air  of  this  Houfc.  This  gcntlc- 
mon,  who  not  long  fince  was  intelligence  itfelf,  feems  to  have 
been  at  once  emptitd,  and  inftead  of  drawing  from  his  ufual 
fource,  is  fuddenly  obliged  to  draw  his  moft  important  infor* 
niation  from  news-papers. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the  motion  paifed  in  the  negative, 
without  a  divifion. 

The  order  of  tic  day  for  the  third  reading  the  American 
prohibitory  bill,  A  very  Ihort  con^erfatioa  whether  the 
third  reading  Ihould  not  be  put  off  till  after  Chriftmas.  The 
bill  was  read* 

Mr.  Bayfy.  .1  am  well  convinced  there  never  entered  this  Mr.  Bayfy. 
door  before^  a  bill  fraught  with  fuch  injufiice  and  cruelty  as 
the  prefent*  In  order  to  wreck  the  revenge  of  a  vindiflive 
miniftry  oa  the  Americans,  you  arc  now  going  to  ruin  all 
the  plantations  in  the  \^eft-£ndia  illands,  and  to  give  their 
pieient  produce  up  for  plunder  to  your  Tailors,  before  dte 
inhabitants  can  have  any  notice  of  your  intentions.  And  by 
thi&  infamous  trick  you  think  you  ihall  be  able  to  man  yosir 
fiect  widiout  giving  any  bounties  to  your  feamen,  which  I 
much  doubt  if  you^lI  nnd  anfwer  after  all ;  yet  the  attempt 
is  £0  vexT  bafe  auid  wicked^  that  I  defy  uny  one  to  mention 
fuch  an  mftanceeven  amongftthe  moft  fa vage  nations,  where 
a  minifter  ever  dared  to  give  up  fuch  a  number  of  innocent 
perfoosi  to  plunder^  without  the  leaA  crime  being  laid  to  their 
chargp. 

Sir,  I  have  ftvcral  times,  during  the  progrcfs  of  this  bill, 
ukendie  liberty  to  tell  the  Houfe,  that  before  the  congrefs 
had  fhot  «ip  the  American  ports,  (which  was  the  10th  of 
September  laft)  a  great  number  of  their  velfels  failed  for  the 
Weft-Indies,  chiefly  in  ballaft,  where  the  planters  are  now 
kadin^  them  under  the  fanAion  of  our  a£ts  of  navigation, 
never nifped:iBg  thait  we  are  this  day  cs4>able  of  makinga  kw* 
which  is  to  entrap  them,  by  ena£ting  that  unlefs  American 
vefieU  came  to  them  loaded  with  homher  or  proviftons,  and 
abtained  a  certificate  of  it  to  bring  witli  them  to  Great-Bri- 
tain or  Ireland,  with  a  particulax deCcription  of  their  cards' 
then  on,  boards  that  the  planter's  property  was  to  be  ieized 
and  made  Uwful  pnrjc  of,,  although  they  could  not  ptfSMy 
know  of  any  fuch  ftipulations ;  therefore,  Sir,  I  frequently 
urged"  how  unjuft  it  would  be,  not  to  give  the  inhabitants  of 
thofe  iflands  timely  notice  of  your  defignt>efore  you  ibl^dted 
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tHeir  goods  to  forfeittire.  I  now  again  Sir,  have  a  claufc  in 
my  hand  to  offer  for  this  purpofc,  aiui  if  it  be  not  accepted  all 
mankind  will  aeree  in  feeing  the  intention  of  this  bill  in  the 
fame  ligl^t  that  I  do.  But,  Sir,  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of 
thetrcafury  iniinuatcsj  that  no  injury  is  meant,  by  this  bill 
to  any  of  the  proprietors  of  Weft-India  eftates,  if  that  was 
rpally  the  cafe,  his  Lordftiip  could  have  no  objedion  to  fuch 
a  claufe ;  but  what  ferves  to  convince  me  more  than  any  bare 
profeflions  is,  that  no  one  will  accept  the  locx^  guineas  * 
that  I  have  declared  myfclf  ready  to  give,  to  whoever  will 
indemnify  my  property  that  is  now  at  fea  from  being  fcizcd, 
until  I  can  lend,  information  to  my  managers  in  Jamaica  to 
forbear  fhipping  any  more  on  American  veffeU.  Sir,  I  think 
it  an  infamous  rohcry  to  have  my  property  taken  from  mc 
without  having  infringed  any  law  whatever,  and  without 
giving  me  time  to  guard  j^ainft  fuch  laws  as  you  are  making. 
Although  the  lofs  I  may  fuftain  on  this  occafion  may  not 
much  affeft  me,  I  know  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Weft 
India  illands  will  be  ruined  by  it,  liaving  the  greatcft  part  of 
what  they  are  w^orth  in  the  world  on  board  American  ihips 
now  on  their  pallage  to  this  kingdom,  and  which  is  now  out 
of  their  powder  to  remedy.  And  notwithftanding  they  arc 
infured  againft  the  rifque  of  the  fcas,  and  even  pirates,  yet 
I  am  forry  to  fay  that  after  efcaping  all  thefe,  their  ruin  is 
inevitable,  from  rapacious  and  unprincipled  minifters ;  how- 
ever, I  hope  a  time  will  foon  come  when  they  will  be  brought 
to  anfwer  for  thus  fporting  with  men's  lives  and  property,  and 
for  fo  grofly  deceiving  his  Majefty,  and  uiing  their  uitmoft 
endeavours  to  drive  the  inhabitants  of  every  part  of  his  do- 
minions into  refiftance,  in  oi*der  to  get  commiiHons  for  their 
dependants,  and  to  fill  their  own  pockets  with  the  havock  and 
fpoils  of  war. 
Mr.  Brat,  Mr.  Bntt  alfo  offered  a  claufe  to  enlarge  the  time  for  the 
commencement  of  the  forfeitures.  But  it  paifed  in  the 
negative. 
Mr.  Dtmf'  Mr.  Dempjler  read  fonie  extracts  from  letters  he  had  rc- 
/«r.  ccived  during  the  fummcr,  which  tended  to  fliow  that  cocr-* 

cive  meafures  would  never  either  frighten  or  otherwife  induce 
the  Americans  to  enter  into  any  treaty  of  compromife  with 
tliis  country ;  on  the  contrary,  that  they  would  riik  every 


Nciihcr  the  claulc  npr-thc  offer  we^e  Accepted. 
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Thing,  and  fuffcr  every  thing,  before  they  would  be  compelled " 
by  force  of  arms  to  ifubmit.     He  obfcrved  on  the  general : 
contents  of"  thefe  letters,  that  thp  Americans,  like  true  En- 
glilhmen,  were  too  generous  to  refufe  to  contribute  to  pay 
their  fhare  or  proportion  towards  the  public  burdens ;   and: 
like  theih  too,  were  too  high-fpirited  and  too  higfa-miaded 
to  agree  to  any  conceilion,  of  which  unconditional  fubmif- 
fion,  which  in  effeft  was  the  true  definition  of  flavery,  was . 
to  be  the  bads.     • 

The  queftion  was  put,  that  the  bill  do  pafi.    The  Houie 
divided,  ayes  IZ2;  noes  i6. 

December  12. 

•  Private  bufinefs. 
Adjourned  to  December  the  20th.  *      '  •     ' 

December  ab. 

No  debate. 

Decimber  21. 

A  meflage  from  the  Lords,  acquainting  the  Houfe  with ' 
the  amendments  they  had  made  in  the  American  prohibiting 
bill.'        •  .  •  . 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  moved,  that  the  faid  amendments  be  now^''  ^^^ 
taken  into  confideration.  ^'^^ 

Mr.  Hartley.  Sir,  upon  this  paufe  which  is  offered  to  you  ^tManiey^ 
by  the  return  of  this  bill  from  the  Lords,  I  confefs  that  I  feel 
a  kind  of  fuperftition  to  wifh  for  one  laft  word  to  deprecate 
the  fatal  blovv,  "and  that  our  unremitted  oppofition  tfnd  re- 
monftrance  from  the  firft  to  the  very  laft  ftage  of  this  bill  may- 
remain  as  a  memoFial,  that  fome  of  us,  at  leaft,  lament  this 
final  feparation  of  America  with  an  affeftionate  regret.  We 
are  overpowered  by  members,  and  all  our  entreaties  and  re- 
monftranccs  arc  in  vain.  An  inflexible  majority  in  Parlia- 
ment have  now  declared  all  America  to  be  an  independent 
hoftile  ftate.  Difputes  originallv  between  adminiftrauon  and 
America,  are  become,  by  the  innuencc  of  adminiftration,  the 
ground  of  a  pariiSmentary  war  with  America.  The  fenfe  of 
the  nation  is  not  with  that  war,  and  I  truft  it  never  will  be. 
However  fpcaking  in  Pkrliatinent  to  minifters  as  they  fcem 
^Ictermined  to  drive  all  things  to  extremities,  I  muft  alk  whe- 
ther you  are  to  expeft  that  while  you  bum  their  towns,  take 
or  deftroy  their  fhips  and  property,  they  will  fit  with  their 
arms  fdlded,  or  whether  they  will  not  beHrivcU'to  repeh  in^ 
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jxiTj  hy  mJTsry.    You  hav«  fbUnd  their  a{tiv«  powtRi  of  dc- 
ftnce  by  the  expcricoce  of  the  laft  year,  .when  by  your  orders 
the  (kedding  of  the  Arft  civil  blood  was  precipi|:ated  on  the 
,  fsital  t9th  of  Apil,  before  your  pretended  Qoociliatory  ino- 

tion  could  he  propofed  to  any  of  the  Ajnerkan  aflemblves  } 
Why  were  you  found  unguarded  in  Canada  i  You  have  loft 
aH  Canada.     Two  regiit^eftts  are  taken  prifoneia.    Your  offi- 
cers  ai^o  hoftagee,  and  yet  you  procejcd  ii)  thU  i^iuuft  and  un-* 
natural  war,   with  fire,    (word,  and  rapine.     What  fertlicr 
hoft^es  may  £aU  into  their  bands  at  Boftoj^,  or  what  blood 
of  our  fellow  fubjefis  may  be  (hed  there,.  I  cooitcnii^ate  with 
horror.     I  dread  fome  fatal  event  there.     Public  report  threa- 
tens.    When  the  provinciali  Ihall  hear  the  fate  of  their  late 
and  laft  petition,  and  when  they  fee  all  profpefk  of  peace  be- 
come defperate,  what  can  youeXpe£t  but  that  they  fliould 
#xcrt  every  power  to  dcftroyyour  land  forces  in  America  dur- 
ing the  feverity  of  the  winter,  before  you  can  fupport  or  re- 
lieve them.     Who  will  be  anfwerable  for  thefe  thipgs.    When 
this  bill  of  rapine  which  «ew  Ues  before  you  gets  to  them, 
tbsy  wiU  fct  diemfirfves  to  vetaliate  upon  your  fleets    Your 
l90d  force  h  v  faetin  d^gictceil  and  apuihilated  in  the  &A  cam- 
paign notwithftanfting  all  your  boaftings,  are  we  not  then  to 
cisip^  «hat  Ikofe  nuA^ef  s  of  veijige^nce  wha  ihall  {urcfi  on  a 
naval  war  with  America,  (hall  be  refpgnfibk  to  their  country, 
for  H»  ctefeqoefltcea  of  timift  h4adi»Qng  an4  wilful  meafures, 
if  die  navy  of  this  cquntiy  fhoudd  be  bought  to  difgracc  and 
dK&aiK     Weigh  the  cpn£»i¥ences.    U  you  fend  lacge  (hips 
they  vnU  m£  be  able  to  ait>  if  fi»a|l  ones  may  they  not  be 
ovecpoiireced.  Confider  the.  diftance.  of  yotK  operadons*  Ever^ 
pofft  'm  Aiwidca  will  be  a  Dunkirk  to  you.    W«  know  their 
iktU  and  broivery^  aA:  privajsoeeos  ia  th^  Uft  war.    la  any  caib 
yo«  are  laying  dtft  founctatioci  of  an  hroftile  eafaninc  ia  Amexaca, 
whidR  has.  beoK  and  ought.  Ki  be^tbe  (oufce  of  the  marioe  of 
Greadt-BnAain.    I  caonoit  be.  an  9d^(^r  €u:  a  weil-wi(her  tcx 
any  of  the*.  viodiAive  opera£ioi|&  of  ^  adminiftratlon  ag^inft 
Anericay  beoamfel  diiok  thecauftt  tmjuft ;  but:  at  the  lame 
time  I  moil  be  equaUy  ea«:iu«ft  to  iecuiie  Bcitiih  property  and 
lA^refls  fDom  dsilruaiqn.;.  neither  a^yiiftory;  of  Ureat-BritaLa 
over  America  nor  of  Anaeri^a  oxou  Qre^t-Britain  can  afford 
to  us.  any  mattci  q^  tiimnph«.    Bodb;  .^rq  e^ally  deftru£live^ 
If  nothing  can  abatK- youc  fqi:y  ag^ft  the  Aiaerkans  in  thi& 
mifliAedfllr  wv,.  we  matt  cvpe^l  atle^A  that  you&ould  guard 
our  owaYulaorahle. poets*  Are yongs^tfded  4t  Newfoundland? 
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Are  yoa  pitpMPttd  agaiuft  •  uny  Expedition  of  retSdiadon  if  t£t 
proviacials  ihould  meditate . any  thifig  to  tkie.deftnifkion cf 
your  fiiheriet  there  }  AdfluaiftradoikfaAyefaciJh  the  eggrdfibn 
in  evezy  thingi  ftep  by  ftep.  By  this  fatii  Ull  o£  ^anttion 
you  no^  defrbUre  die  Ameficans  to  be  eneibies  in  form,  there^ 
fore  it  is  yoor&lves  that  force  \ipon  theai.the  rights  of  ewh- 
inies«  Yott  tbuft  no^  btt  tefponiihle  to  yo\ir  coimtlry  for  the 
events  of  your  own  war,  to  which  they  have  been  foteluftaat 
and  y^a  6>  ptetipitate«  When,  this  counbry  ihall  come  w 
open  itsey«S|,  to  fteand  to  feel  the  confequdnces,  they  witt 
know  of  whoflOb  to  rc^iuite  an  account« .  Sir^  I  ihall  qdw  inovt 
you,  inftead  of  agre^ingto  th^  mmendnients^if  the  Locds^  Vb 
adjourn  tike  cbnfideration  of  them  for  fix  ascmths  f  I  coirii^ 
with  very  little  hopes  of  aTerting  this  bill,  biit  as  I  tbld  yoa  dt 
my  oatri<!t^  from  a  fuperftitious  feeling  in  my  jnind^  to  pt)^ 
form  the  laft  ceremonial  office  of  affc&oii  atnd  everiafting  fare^ 
WelCto  peaee,  [vnd  to  America.  The  fate  of  America  is  caft»  -  -  •  * 
You  may  bn^ife  its  hibl.but  you  caHnot.ttufli  Its  head.  It 
will  rerive  again.  The  new-Wotid  is  •before  ihem.  Liberty 
18  theirs.  They  have  pofleffioik:  of  a  free  government,,  the^r 
birth<-rightand  inheritance^  dstlTdi  to  them  from  theit  parent 
ftate,  whkhdtehandof  violeiicecamiotwreftfrom  them^  If  you 
will  caft  them  off,  my  laft  wi(h'ii9  to  them ;  may  they  go  dhd 
profpcr.  When  the  final  period  of  this  once  happy  country 
ihall  overtake  ourfelves,  either  through  tumult  or  tyranny,  may 
another  Phoenix  rife  out  of  our  allies. 

Sir  Jofeph  Maxvhey  feconded  tlie  motion.  He  (poke  chiefly  to  Sir  jofeph 
the  means  employed  by  the  miniftcrs,  their  tools,  and  partizaft^,  MawBy. 
to  obtain  addreiTcs  to  die  throne.  He  obfervedy  that  every  nefVe 
had  been  ftraioed  to  procure  thofe  paltry  addreffes,  from  every 
remote,  obfcure^  indigent  place,  that  had  the  name  of  a  corpo- 
ration,froai  cnte  end  of  the  kingdonl  to  the  odier;  tliat  in  other 
places,  where  the  objection,  of  poverty  did  not  hcddgdod,  the 
moft  infsvtnbus  and  fcandiloos.^eitfaods  had  been  adopted.  In 
feme,  no  county  meetings  were  called,  to  take  thie  (chft^f 
the  freeholders  ;  in  others,  a  few  proiiigdte  and  corrupt  fMir 
giftrates,  under  the  influence  of  iame  fiUy  Lcvrdlitlgy  fofite<^ouft 
Sycophant,  or  ferrile  Jack  ia. office,  affembled  in  private 
rooms:  or  if  itt  the ufual  place  for  holding  fuchmeetii^, 
locked  thcBttfelves  in,  and  excluded  all  the  wealthy,  refpec- 
table,  ^xidmdtoendent  citizens  or.  townfmen^  and  then  fabri-> 
cated  the  roou  fuUbme,  adulatory  and  ihameful  addrefle^. 
Tbofe  tliey  bad  the  effromery  to  carry  xa  the  foot  o(  the 
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ilirohe,  ks !  rirc  gainine  fcnriments  -of  the  peojie ;  though 
jiothing  could  be  more  falfe,'  for*  they  belied  the  wUhcs  as 
well  as  prevailing  opiiriohs  of  the  veiy  conftituent  Ixxiics 
whofc  public  afts  Hiey  were  pretended  to  be  :  and  thus  the 
Prince  was  deceived,  the  nation  diflionourcd,  and  its  intcrcfts 
iacrificed;^  to  the  deep  and  dangerous  machinations  of  a  def- 
jperate  fiidion;  Addreffcs  were  hawked  abo\it  from  pariih  to 
piaiifb,  from  houie  to  houfe ;  promifes,  threats,  and  various 
jneans  equally  unjuftifiable  were  employed.  The  moft  abjcft 
.^ihd  abandoned,  who  were  neither  entitled  by  property,  or 
'  iranchife,  were. hired  to  give  a  fanf^ion  to  .thoie 'iniquitous 
proceedings.  He  theii  turned  his  attention  to  what  he  called 
.the.barbarous.warfare,  carrying  on  againft  thie  inhabitants  of 
the  North- American  fea-coafls ;  and  termed  it  an  hellifti  po- 
.licy  of  making  war  upon  old  men,  wom^,  children,  and 
other  innocent  and  defencelefe  pcrfons.  .  -  .    . 

Mr.  Biyff,,  Mr.  Bayly  infilled  on  the  injuries  fuftained  by  the  Wcft- 
Jndia  iflands.  He  iaid,  he  .was  well  informed,  nay  he  was 
fully  convinced,  that  the  ihliabitants  of  thofe  iflands  muft  be 
.ftarved;  and  though  they  fhould  not,  their  crops  muft  be 
;loft,  as  they  had  not  nearly  lumber  enough  to  feve  the  pre- 
fent  5  that  fuch  being  the  cafe,  the  proprietors  muft  be  ruined, 
and  the.  confequences  would  in  the  end  reach  the  ii^erchants, 
fo  as,  he  feared,  to  bring  on  a  general  bankruptcy  among 
thofe  in  any  manner  concerned  or  mterefted  in  the  Weft-India 
trade. 
Qov.  yei*.  Governor  Johrijlant  obferved,  that  this  bill,  it  its  paffagc 
^^"^^  through  this  Houfe,  relative  to  the  point  mentioned  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  was  iblely  defended 
by  adminiftration  on  the  gound  that  provifions  might  be  had 
from  the  Floridas,  and  flour  and  lumber  from  Quebec  ;  that 
both  thofe  refources  were  known  already  to  have  no  exiftence. 
For  die  Floridas  had  not  provifions  fufficient  to  fiipport  the 
few  inhabitants ;  ind  no  fupply  could  be  expsfted  from  Que- 
bec of  any  kind.  For  probably,  by  this  time,  we  were  not  in 
pofiefiion  of  a  foot  of  land  in  that  province.  From  whence, 
he  afked,  is  the  fupply  of  either  lumber  or  provifions  to  come  ? 
This,  he  faid,  was  a  matter  of  deep  and  weighty .  confidera- 
tion.  He  remarked,  with  fcverity,  on  thofe  who  caufed 
from  time  to  time  very  Ihameful  mil'reprefentatlons  of  fafts  to 
be  publilhed  in  the  Gazette,  the  only  paper  publifhed  by  au- 
thority. He  quoted  feveral  inftance's  fine*  the  commencement 
of  hoftilities  in  America,  ia  proof  of  this  afiertion*     He  faid, 
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the  London  Giazette^  which  ought  to  be  held  facred,  and 

nothing  be  pennitted  to  appear  in  it  that  did  not  bear  the  ftamp 

of  truth,  as  the  paper  itfelf  was  flamped  with  authority  ;  that 

this  rule  had  been  notorioufly  violated  df  late^  for  when  the 

worft  accounts  from  America  were  to  be  expe£ted,  we  were 

fure  to  behold  fome  falfe  fabricated  account  in  the  Gazette,  of 

our  pretended  fucccfs,  of  which  the  inftance  of  the  laft  Gazette 

was  the  moft  glaring,  whete  a  pompous  account  of  our  &lc^ 

celTes  in  Canada  was  fet  forth  and  publifhed,  riot  four  and 

twenty  hour^  before  advices  arrived,  that  General  Carleton 

was  beaten,  and  St.  John's,  the  key  of  the  whole  province^ 

taken. 

The  amendments  were  then  feverally  read  and  agreed  to^ 
and  Sir  Grey  Cooper  ordered  to  go  to  the  Lords  and  acquaint 
them  therewith. 

Adjourned  to  January  25,  1776* 

January  25,  17764 
No  debate* 

January  26. 
Not  members  fufficient  for  a  ballot  to  try  a  (fontefted 
elcftion*  "  ' 

January  27. 
The  fame. 
Adjourned  to  January  29* 


Tranjktion  $f  a  Treaty  bettvten  his  Mayefty  and  iht  rttgning 
Duke  ^Brunfwick. 

Signed  at 'RtuniynAj  the  ()tb  of 'izxiwzrj^  1776. 

BR  It  known  unto  all  whom  it  docs  or  may  concern, 
that  his  Majefty,  the  king  of  Great* Britain,  having  judged 
proper  to  propofe  to  his  moft  ferene  highnefs  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick  and  Lunenburg,  the  ceffion  of  a  body  of  hi^ 
troops,  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  Great- Britain,  and 
bis  moft  ferene  highnefs  having  yielded  with  zeal  and  readi- 
nefs  to  his  Majefty's  views,  the  high-contrading  parties  have 
given  orders. for  this  purpofe  to  their  refpedive  miAtfters  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  his  Britannic  majefty  to  colonel  William  Faucitt, 

Vol.  Hi.  Q^q  captain 
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captain  of  the  guards  ;  and  the  mofl:  ferenc  duke  of  Brunf- 
^wick  and  Lunenberg,  to  the  privy  councellor  de  Fcronce, 
who,  after  the  exchange  of  their  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles. 

Art.  I.  The  Moft  Serene  Duke  of  Brunfwick  yields  to  his 
Britannic  Majefty  a  corps  of  infantry  of  his  troops,  of  three 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fixty-four  men,  which  corps  fliall 
be  entirely  at  the  difpofition  of  the  King,  as  well  in  Europe 
as  in  America. 

.  Art.  IL  His  Moft  Serene  Highncfs  alfo  yields  to  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty,  a  body  of  light  cavalrv  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty-fix  men,  but  as  his  Britannic  Majefty  will  not  have 
orcaiion  for  the  horfes  of  this  corps,  the  faid  corps  (hall 
lerve  as  a  corps  of  infantry  ;  and  if  the  fervice  requires  them 
to  be  mounted,  his  Majefty  engages  to  do  it  at  his  own  ex- 
pence. 

Art.  III.  The  Moft  Serene  Duke  engages  to  equip  com- 
pletely both  thefe  corps,  except  the  horfes  for  the  light  ca- 
valry ;  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  will  keep  in.readinefs  for 
marching,  towards  the  15th  of  February  next  at  fartheft,  the 
firft  divifion  of  this  corps,  confifting.  of  two  thoufand  two 
Tiundred  and  eighty-two  men,  in  fuch  manner,  that  this  firft 
divifion  fliall  arrive,  tovyrards  the  25th  of  February,  at  the 
place  of  embarkation,  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the  rc- 
fpe£live  minifters  ;  as  to  the  fecond  divifion  of  the  faid  body  of 
troops,  amounting  to  two  thoufand  eighteen  men,  his  Moft 
Serene  Highnefs  will  caufe  them  to  begin  their  march  in  the 
laft  week  of  the  month  of  March  at  fartheft ;  thefe  two  corps 
fliall  pafs  in  review  at  the  place  of  their  embarkation,  before 
his  Britannic  Majefty's  commiflary  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent 
defertion  in  their  march,  his  Britannic  Majefty  will  caufe  the 
moft  precife  orders  to  be  given  in  hiseleftoral  dominions,  that 
all  neceflary  meafures  be  taken  to  ftop  every  deferter  from 
this  body  of  troops,  and  to  convey  them,  without  delay,  to 
the  place  of  embarkation,  thereto  join  their  regiments.  His 
Britannic  Majefty  will  caufe  diredions  to  be  given  to  the 
governors  or  commandants  of  places,  bailiffs,  and  others,  to 
execute  thefe  orders  with  the  fame  exadinefs  as  is  obferved 
with  regard  to  his  Majefty's  electoral  troops. 

Art.  IV.  This  body  of  infantry  and  of  light  cavalry, 
fliall  be  corapofed  of  five  regiments,  and  of  two  battallions, 
according  to  the  lifts  annexed  to  the  prcfent  treaty;  the 
officer's  iervants  on  the  faid  lifts  fliall  be  furnifticd  with  arms, 
smd  every  neceflary  equipment  as  foldicrs,  they  fliall  do  fcr- 
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vice  like  thenri)  If  occafion  requires  it,  and  fhall  be  paid  as 
fuch. 

Art,  V,  The  Moft  Serene  Duke  engages  to  furnifli  the 
recruits  that  may  be  annually  neceflary  for  this  corps  ;  thefc 
recruits  (hall  be  delivered,  after  a  previous  notice  of  four 
months,  to  his  Britannic  Majefly's  commiflary,  difciplined 
and  equipped ;  the  faid  recruits  fhall  arrive  at  the  place  of 
their  embarkation  at  the  time  that  ihalj  be  agreed  upon  before 
the  opening  of  each  campaign. 

Art.  VI.  The  King's  fcrvice,  and  the  prcfervation  of  the 
troops,  requiring  equally,  that  the  commanding  officers 
and  fubalterns  fliould  be  expert  perfons,  his  Moft  Serene 
Highnefs  will  take  proper  care  in  the  choice  of  them.  ^ 

Art.  VIL  The  Moft  Serene  Duke  engages  to  put  this 
corps  on  the  beft  footing  poffible ;  and  none  {hall  be  ad« 
mitted  into  it  but  perfons  proper  for  campaign  fervice,  and 
acknowledged  as  fuch  by  his  Britannic  Majefty's  commif- 
fary. 

Art,  VIII.  This  corps  fhall  be  furnlfhed  with  tents,  and 
all  necejTary  equipage. 

Art.  IX.  The  ^ing  grants  to  this  corps  the  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  pay,  as  well  as  all  advantages  in  forage,  pro- 
vifion,v  &c.  &c.  enjoyed  by  the  royal  troops;  and  the  Moft 
Serene  Duke  engages  to  let  this  corps  enjoy  all  the  emolu-^ 
ments  of  pay,  that  his  Britannic  majefty  allows  them ;  the, 
fitk  and  wounded  of  the  faid  corps  fhall  be  taken  care  of  in 
the  hofpitals,  and  at  the  expence  of  the  King,  as  the  troops 
of  his  Britannic  Majefty  ;  the  wounded,  not  in  a  condition  to 
fcfve,  fhall  be  tranfported  into  Europe,  at  the  expence  of 
the  King,  and  landed  in  a  port  on  the  Elbe  or  the  Wefer  j 
as  to  what  regards  the  body  of  light  cavalry,  they  fhall  be 
put  on  the  foot  of  the  Britifh  light  cavalry,  when  they  are 
difmounted  ;  but  they  fhall  have  the  fame  pay,  as  well  ordi-  • 
nary  as  extraordinary,  as  the  light  horfe  .of  his  Majefty, 
from  the  day  that  they  fhall  ferve  on  horfeback. 

Art.  X.  There  fhall  be  paid  to  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs, 
under  the  title  of  levy-money,  for  each  foot-foldier,  or 
trooper  not  mounted,  thirty  crowns  banco,  the  crown  rec- 
koned at  ftfty-three  fols  of  Holland,  and  reckoned  at  four 
(hillings  nine  pence  three  farthings ;  one  third  of  this  levy 
money  fhall  be  paid  a  month  after  the  fignature  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  two  other  thirds  fhall  be  paid  two  months  after  the 
fignature;  the  payment  of  this  levy  money  fhall  be  made; 
ficverthelefs,  on  condition,  that  thirty  crowns  bapco  fhall 
Q,q  I,  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^90  PARLIAMENJTARY  A.  1776* 

be  retained  for  each  foldier  of  the  faid  corps,  who  without 
caufe  of  ficknefs  fhall  be  abfent  on  the  day  when  (hey  pafs 
in  review  before  his  Britannic  Majefty'5  comnltfl'ary  ;  which 
thirty  crowns  banco  (hall,  however,  be  paid. as  foon  as  the 
abfent  foldiers  (hall  join  their  refpeftive  corps. 

Art.  XI.  According  to  cuftom,  three  wounded  men  (hall 
be  reckoned  as  one  killed  ;  a  man  killed  fhali  be  paid  for  at 
the  rate  of  levy-money ;  if  it  fhall  happen^  that  any  of  the 
regiments,  battalions,  or  companies  of  this  corps,  (hould 
fuffcr  a  lofs  altogether  cjftraordinary,  cither  in  a  battle,  9 
fiege,  or  by  an  uncommon  contagious  malady,  orJby  the  lofs 
,  of  any  tranfport  veflel  in  the  voyage  to  America,  his  Bri* 
tannic  Majefty  will  make  good,  in  the  moil  equitable  man- 
ner, the  lofs  of  the  officer  or  foldier,  and  will  be  at  the  ex^ 
pence  of  the  neceffary  recruits,  to  re-eftabliih  the  corps  that 
ihall  have  fulFered  this  extraordinary  lofs. 

Art.  XII.  The  Moil  Serene  Duke  referves  to  htmfe|f  the 
the  nomination  to  the  vacant  employments,  as  alfp  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice  ;  moreover,  his  Britannic  majefty  will 
caufe  orders  to  be  given  to  the  commander  of  the  army,  in 
which  this  corps  (hall  krve^  not  to  exadl  of  this  corps  any 
extraordinary  fervices,  or  fuch  as  are  beyond  their  proponion 
with  the  reft  of  the  army  9  this  corps  {hall  take  the  oath  of 
iidelity  to  his  Brittannic  Majefty,  without  prejudice  to  the 
oath  which  they  have  taken  to  their  Sovereign, 

Art.  XIII.  Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  ex-r 
pences,  .which  the  hafty  equipment  of  this  body  of  troops 
occafions,  his  Britannic  Majefty  grants  two  months  pay, 
previous  to  the  March  of  the  faid  troops,  and  from  the  time 
the  troops  fhall  have  quitted  their  quarters,  in  order  to  repair 
to  the  place  of  their  deftinatiop,  all  the  expences  of  their 
march  and  tranfport,  ihall  be  at  the  charge  pf  bis  Britannic 
Majefty. 

'  Art.  XIV.  His  Britannic  Majefty  grants  to  his  Moft  Se- 
rene Highnefs  an  annual  fubfidy,  which  fhall  be  regulated  in 
the  manner  following ;  it  (hall  eommence  from  the  day  of  the 
fignature  of  the  preicnt  treaty,  and  fhall  be  fmgle,  that  is  to 
fay,  ot  the  amount  of  fixty-four  thoufand  five  hundred  Ger- 
man crowns,  as  long  as  thefe  troops  fhall  enjoy  the  pay; 
from  the  time  the  pay  fl^all  ceafe,  the  fubfidy  fhall  be  double, 
that  is  to  fay,  of  one  hundred  twenty-nine  thoufand  German 
.crowns.  This  double  fubfidy  fhall  be  continued  during  two 
years  after  the  return  of  the  (aid  troops  into  his  Moft  Serena 
pighnefs's  dpminions, 
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Art.  XV.  This  treaty  fhall  be  ratified  by  the  high.con<> 
trading  parties,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  fliall  be  ex- 
changed as  foon  as  poffible. 

Thus  concluded,  and  figned  by  the  minifler  plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  Majefty,  the  king  of  Great- Britain,  on  one  part, 
and  by  the  miniftcr  plenipotentiary  of  his  moft  fererte  high-, 
nefs  the  duke  of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburg,  on  the  other 
part, 

Done  at  Brunfwick  this  9th  of  Januiiry,  1 776. 
William  Fauciit  (L.  S.)'  J*  B.  dc  Ferohcc  (L.  S.) 


Note  conaming  the  Levy  Money. 

BY  the  ftate  annexed  to  the  prefent  not^,  It  is  mafntfeft, 
that  the  total  of  the  heads  for  which  levy  money  is  paTd^ 
amounts  to  four  thoufand  eighty-four.  By  the  loth  articfe 
of  the  treaty,  it  is  agreed,  that  thirty  crowns  banco  of  fifty 
three  fols  of  Holland,  fhall  be  paid  ;  the  crowo  banco  i^  va- 
lued at  4s.  9-|d.  which  makes  for  the  wbole  29481I.  7s.  6d. 
By  the  fame  loth  article,  it  is  agreed,  that  one  third  part  of 
thb  fum  (hall  be  paid  one  month,  and  the  two  other  thffd 
parts,  two  months  after  the  fignature  ;  confeqaently  his  Bri« 
tannic  Adajefty  will  be  pleafed  to  order  it  to  be  paid  on  the 
9th  of  February  n^t  to  the  banker  properly  authorifed,  the 
third  part  of  the  levy  money  making  9827K  as.  6d.  the  two 
other  third  parts  fhall  be  paid'oh'^^e  9th  of  March  next^ 
the  amount  of  which  is  196541.  ^. 

Pone  and  figned  itt  Brunfwick  this  9th  of  January,  1776. 
William  Faqcitt.        J.  B.  de  Feronce« 

$tate  of  the  Number  of  the  Heads  f$r  which  Levy  Money  is  t§ 
bf  paid, 

GENERAL  Staff. 
I  Servant  of  the  lieutenant  quarter-mailer  geiletaK 

1  Servant  of  the  calhier. 
II  Labourers. 

2  Servants  for  the  carriage  with  the  military  cheft. 


JS 


Carried  over        15 
Jtegi'- 
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Brought  over     15 

Rigiment  of  Dragoons. 

Staff. 

3  Servants  of  the  captain  lieutenants. 
I  Servant  of  the  aid  de  camp. 

I  of  the  quarter-mafter  general. 

I  of  the  chaplain. 

I  of  the  auditor. 

I  of  the  furgeon  majon 

I  Trumpeter  of  the  ftaff. 

I  Provoft. 

1  Hisaffiftant. 

4  Labourers 

I  T&pof  • 

3  Servants  for  the  officers, 
6  Inferior  officers. 

2  Drummers, 
feo  Dragoons, 

I.  Surgeon. 
2  B«ts-men. 

74  men  makes  for  four  troops         296  ' 

Staff     .       ...     15  311  men. 

Battalion  of  Gunadxtri^ 

Staff. 
I  Servant  of  the  captain  lieutenant. 
1  of  the  aid  decamp. 

I  of  the  furgeon's  affiflant. 

I  Provoft. 
I  Hisaffiftant, 

5  meiif 

Carried  over    326 
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«93 


Brought 

over 

One  Company 

of 

Grenadiers. 

4   Servants  for  the  officers* 
10  Inferior  officers. 

1  Surgeon. 

3  Drummers. 

2  Fifes. 

6  Carpenters. 

06  Grenadiers. 

2  Bats -men. 

- 

« 

3^6 


134  men,  makes  for  four  companies,  of  which 

this  battalion  is  compofed         -  .         ^^5 

Staff    ....     "^  5 


Regiment  of  Infantry. 

Staff. 

2  Servants  of  the  captain  lieutenants. 

I   Servant  of  the  aid  de  camp. 

I  Surgeon  major. 

I  Chaplain 

I  Auditor. 

I  Quarter  matter  major. 

I  Clerk. 

I  Drum  major, 

4  Hautbooys. 

1  Provoft. 

1  His  affiftant. 

2  Bats-men. 


541 


17  men. 


Company. 


4  Servants  for  the  officers. 
10  Inferior  officers. 


Carried  over        867 
I  Sur- 
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Brought  over    86; 
t  Surgeon. 
3f  Drummers. 
106  Soldiers. 
2  Bats-men. 


126  men— total  of  five  companies    630 
Staff     •     -      .      17 

Secoiid  FLg, ..    _     _    „^. 

Third  regiment    -    .      647 
Fourth  regiment         ««    647 


.  647 

Secoiid  regiment    -*    •    647 


BatiaHion  9f  Light  Infantry. 

Staff. 

I  Servant  of  the  captain  lieutenant. 

I  Aid  de  camp. 

I  'Quarter  mafteir. 

I  Provoft. 

I  Hisaffiftant. 

I  Servant  for  the  cbeft. 

I  carriage  with  the  medicinea. 

7  men. 

One  Company  of  Chaffeurs^ 

4  Servants  for  the  officers. 

1  Surgeon. 

10  Inferior  officers. 

2  French  horns. 
223  Chafleurs. 

2  Bats-men. 

142  men 

.    One  Ordinary  Company. 

4  Servants  for  the  officers. 
I  Surgeon. 
10 .  Inferior  officers. 

3  DriMnmers. 


Carried  over      3455 
100  Soldiers 
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Brought  07cr        3455 
100  Soldiers, 
2  Bats- men. 

120  men.        4  Companies  of  this  force  480 

I  Company  of  Chafleurs  142 

Staff   -    -        7 


629 


Sum  total  4084  men. 


TranJIation  of  a  Tnaty  between  his  Majefty  and  the  Landgrave 

^gttidMt  Caflel  tie  ij/A  «/*  January,  1776. 

HIS  Britannic  Majefty  being  defirous  of  emplc^ing  in 
hU  fervice  a  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men  of  the  troops  of 
his  moft  ferene  highoers  the  reigning  Landgrave  of  HefTe 
Cafleli,  and  that  prince  full  of  attachment  for  his  Majefty^ 
defying  nothing  more  than  to  give  him  proofs  of  it,  his  Ma- 
jefty, in  order  to  fettle  the  objeas  relative  to  this  alliance  has 
thought  proper  to  fend  to  Caflvll  the  Sieur  William  Faucitt 
his  minifter  plenipotentiary  and  colonel  in  his  fervice  ;  and 
his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  has  named,  on  his  part  for  the 
fame  purpofe,  the  Baron  Martin  Ernefte  de  SchlieiFen  his 
minifter  of  ftate,  lieutenant  general  and  knight  of  his  orders, 
who  being  furniihed  with  requifite  full  powers,  have  agreed 
that  the  treaties  formerly  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  Hefte,  fliall  be  made  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  treaty,  and 
to  adopt  as  much  of  them  as  fhall  be  applicable  to  the  pre* 
Tent  circumftancei«,  or  to  determine  by  new  articles  fuch 
points  as  muft  be  fettled  ctherwife ;  every  thing  that  (hall  not 
be  differently  regulated,  (hall  be  deemed  to  fubfift  in  full 
force,  as  it  (hall  appear  to  be  declared  in  the  abovementioned 
treaties  |  and  as  it  is  not  poflible  to  fpecify  each  particular 
cafe,  every  thing  that  fhall  not  be  found  regulated  in  a  pre- 
cifc  manner,  neither  in  the  prefent  treaty  nor  in  the  former 
treaties,  ought  to  be  fettled  with  equity  and  good  faith,  con- 
formably to  the  fame  principles  which  were  agreed  on  each  part 
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to  be  purfued  for  regulating  all  fuch  cafes,  whether  during  or 
after  the  laft  war. 

I.  There  fhall  be  therefore,  by  virtue  of  this  treaty  be- 
tween his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  his  moit 
ferene  highnefs  the  Landgrave  of  Hefle  Caflell,  their  fuccef- 
for  and  heirs,  a  ftrid  friendfhip,  and  a  fincere,  firm  and  con- 
ftant  union,  infomuch  that  the  one  (hall  confider  the  interefts 
of  the  other  as  his  own,  and  (hall  apply  himfelf  with  good 
faith  to  advance  them  to  the  utmoft,  and  to  prevent  and  avert 
mutually  all  trouble  and  iofs. 

II.  To  this  end  it  is  agreed,  that  all  former  treaties  prin- 
cipally of  guaranty,  be  deemed  to  be  renewed  and  confirmed 
by  the  prefent  treaty  in  all  their  points,  articles  and  claufes, 
and  (hail  be  of  the  fame  force  as  if  they  were  herein  inferted, 
word  for  word,  fo  far  as  is  not  derogated  from  them  by  the 
prefent  treaty, 

III.  I'his  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men  of  the  troops  of 
HeiTe,  which  is  to  be  employed  in  his  Britannic  Majefly's 
fervicfc,  fhall  confift  of  four  battalions  of  grenadiers  of  four 
companies  each,  fifteen  battalions  of  infantry  of  five  compa- 
nies each,  and  two  companies  of  chafleurs  ;- the  whole  pro- 
vided with  general  and  other  necefTary  ofRcers.  This  corps 
ihal]  be  compleatly  equipped  and  provided  with  tents,  and  all 
accoutrements  of  which  it  may  fland  in  need  ;  in  a  word  fhall 
be  put  upon  the  befl  footing  poffible,  and  none  ihall  be  ad- 
mitted into  it  but  men  fit  for  fervice,  and  acknowledged- for 
fuch  by  his  Britannic  Majefly's  commifTary.  Formerly  the 
fignature  of  the  treaties  has  ufually  preceded,  by  fome  time, 
the  term  of  the  requifition  for  the  march  of  the  troops,  but 
as  in  the  prefent  circumflances  there  is  no  time  to  be  lofl,  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty  is  deemed  alfo  to 
be  the  term  of  the  requifition  ;  and  three  battalions  of  gre- 
nadiers, fix  battalions  of  infantry,  with  one  company  of 
chafTeurs,  fhall  be  in  a  condition  to  pafs  in  review  before  his 
Britannic  Majefly's  commifTary  on  the  fourteenth  of  February, 
and  fhall  begin  to  march  on  the  day  following  the  fifteenth 
of  February,  for  the  place  of  embarkation.  The  refl  ihall 
be  ready  in  four  weeks  after,  if  poi&ble,  and  march  in  like 
manner. 

This  body  of  troops  fhall  not  be  fepftrated,  unlcfs  reafons 
of  war  require  it,  but  fhall  remain  under  the  orders  of  the  ge- 
neral to  whom  his  Mlo&  Serene  Highntfs  has  entrufled  the 
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command  ;  and  the  fecond  diviTion  (hall  be  conduced  to  the 
fame  places  only  where  the  firft  (hall  a<^ually  be,  if  not  con- 
trary to  the  plan  of  operations. 

IV.  Each  battalion  of  this  body  of  troops  ihall  be  provided 
with  two  pieces  of  field  artillery,  with  the  officers,  gunners 
and  other  perfons,  and  the  train  thereunto  belonging,  if  his 
Majefty  is  defirous  of  it. 

V.  Towards  defraying  the  expence  in  which  the  Moft  Se- 
rene Landgrave  fhall  be  engaged  for  the  arming  and  putting  in 
condition  the  faid  corps  of  twelve  thoufand  men,  his  Majefty 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  promifes  to  pay  to  his  Moft  Serene 
Highnefs,  for  each  foot  foldier  thirty  crowns  banco  levy  mo- 
ney, as  well  for  the  infantry  as  for  the  chafleurs,  or  artillery, 
if  there  ihould  be  any,  the  fum  total  of  which  ihall  be  afcer- 
tained  according  to  the  number  of  men  compofing  this  corps, 
and  as  they  have  been  reckoned  in  former  alliances. 

The  fum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  crowns  banca 
valued  as  in  the  following  article,  fliall  be  paid  on  account  of 
this  levy  money  on  the  tenth  of  February,  and  the  refiduc 
(hall  be  paid  when  the  fecond  diviiion  of  this  corps  (hall  begin 
their  march. 

VL  In  all  the  former  treaties  a  certain  number  of  years  is 
ftipulatedfor  their  duration  ;  but  in  the  prefent  his  Britannic 
Majefty  chuftng  rather  not  to  engage  himfelf  for  any  longer 
time  than  he  fhall  have  oecafion  for  thefe  troops,  confents  in* 
ftead  thereof  that  the  fubildy  ihall  be  double  from  the  day  of 
the  fignature  of  this  treaty  to  its  expiration,  that  is  to  fay, 
that  it  (hall  amount  for  this  body  of  twelve  thoufand  men  to 
the  fuoi  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  banco  per 
annum  ;  the  crown  reckoned  at  fifty-three  fols  of  Holland,  or' 
at  four  (hillings  and  nine-pence  three  farthings  Englifh  mo- 
ney, and  that  the  fubfidy  ihall  continue  upon  this  foot  du« 
ring  all  the  time  that  this  body  of  troops  ihall  remain  in  Bri- 
tiih  pay.  His  Britannic  Majefty  engages  alfo  to  give  notice 
to  the  Moft  Serene  Landgrave  of  its  determination  twelve 
months  or  a  whole  year  before  it  ihall  take  place  ;  which  no- ' 
tice  ihall  not  even  be  given  before  this  body  of  troops  is  re- 
turned, and  actually  arrived  in  the  dominions  of  the  faid  prince, 
namely  in  H^ffe,  properly  fo  called.  His  Majefty  ihall  con- 
tinue equally  to  this  corps  the  pay  and  other  emoluments  for 
the  remainder  of  the  month  in  which  it  ihall  repafs  the 
frontiers  of  Hefle  \  and  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  referves  to 

R  r  2  himfelf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


198  PARLIAMENTARY,  A^  1776. 

himrelf  on  his  fide,  the  liberty  of  recalling  his  troops  at  the 
end  of  four  years,  if  they  are  not  fent  back  before,  or  to  agree 
with  his  Britannic  Majefty  at  the  end  of  that  time  for  ano* 
tber  term. 

VII.  With  regard  to  the  pay  and  treatment,  as  well  ordi- 
^               xigry  as  extradrdinary,  of  the  faid  troops,  they  fliall  be  put  on 

the  fame  foot,  in  all  refpe6ts,  with  the  national  Britifh  troops ; 
and  his  Majefty*s  department  of  war  ihiU  deliver  without  de- 
lay to-that  of  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs,  an  exa4^  and  faith- 
ful ftate  of  the  pay  and  treatment  enjoyed  by  thofc  troops  ; 
which  pay  and  treatment,  in  confideration  that  his  Moft  Se- 
rene Highnefs  could  not  put  this  corps  in  a  condition  to 
march  in  fo  fliort  a  time  without  extraordinary  expences^  fliall 
commence  for  the  firft  divifion  on  the  firft  of  February,  and 
for  the  fecond,  feven  days  before  it  ihall  begin  to  march,  and 
ihall  be  paid  into  the  military  cheft  of  HeJTe,  without  any 
abatement  or  deduAion,  to  be  diflributed  according  to  the  ar- 
rangements which  (hall  be  made  for  that  purpofe,  and  the 
fum  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  fliall  be  advanced  im- 
mediately on  account  of  the  faid  pay. 

VIII.  Ifitfhould  happen  unfortunately  that  any  rcffrment 
.01:,  company  gCthe  faid  corps  fliould  be  rui|ied  or  deftroycd 

either  by  accidents  on  th6  fea  or  otherwife,  in  the  whole  or  In 
part,  or  that  the  pieces  of  artillery  or  other  cffeda  with  which 
they  (hall  be  provided,  (hould  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  or  loft 
Oft  the  fea,  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  fiiall  caufe 
to  be  paid  the  expences  of  the  ncceffary  recruits,  as  well  as 
the  price  of  the  faid  field  pieces  and  tffeStSj  in  order  forthwith 
to  reinftate  the  artillery  and  the  faid  regiments  or  companies  ; 
and  the  faid  recruits  (hall  be  fettled  likewife  on  the  foot  of 
thofe  which  were  furniflied  to  the  Heftian  ofEcers  by  virtue  of 
the  treaty  of  1702,  article  the  fifth,  to  the  end  that  the  corps 
may  be  always  preferved  and  fent  back  in  as  good  a  ftate  as 
it  was  delivered  in  :  the  recrtiits  annually  necefiary  (hall  be 
font  to  the  Engliih  commiflary,  difciplined  and  compleatly 
equipped,  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  at  fuch  time  as  his 
Britannic  Majefty  (hall  appoint. 

.  IX.  In  Euroi>e  his  Majefty  Ihall  make  ufe  of  this  body  of 
troops  by  land  wherever  he  ihall  judge  proper  ;  but  North 
Aflierica  is  the  only  coimtry  of  the  other  parts  of  the  globe 
where  this  body  ot  troops  mall  be  employed.  They  Ihall 
not  ferve  on  the  fea,  and  they  ihall  enjoy,  in  all  things,  with- 
out 
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out  any  rcftriftion  whatfocvcr,  the  fame  pay  and  emoluments 
as  arc  enjoyed  by  the  Engllfh  troops. 

X.  In  cafe  the  Moft  Serene  Landgrave  fhould  be  attacked 
or  diftarbed  in  the  poiTcffion  of  his  dominions,  his  Britannic 
Majefty  promifcs  and  engages  to  give  him  all  the  fuccour  that 
it  fhall  be  in  his  power  to  afford^  [original,  de  donner']  which 
fuccour  Ihall  be  continued  to  him  until  he  ihall  have  ob- 
tained an  entire  fecurity  and  juft  indemnification  :  as  the 
moft  Serene  Landgrave  promifcs  likewife  on  his  part,  that 
in  cafe  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  is  attacked 
or  difturbed  in  his  kingdoms,  dominions,  lands,  provinces 
or  towns,  he  will  give  him  [original,  lui  prctera\  in  like 
manner  all  the  fuccour  that  it  ftiall  be  in  his  power  to  af- 
fordy  [original  de  dorinerj  which  fuccour  (hall  likewife  be 
continued  to  him,  until  he  fhall  have  obtained  a  good  and 
advantageous  peace. 

XL  In  order  to  render  this  alliance  and  union  the  more 
perfcft  and  to  leave  no  doubt  with  the  parties  about  the  cer- 
tainty of  the  fuccour  which  they  have  to  expeft  by  virtue  of 
this  treaty,  it  is  expreffly  agreed,  that  to  judge  for  the  fu- 
ture whether  the  cafe  of  this  alliance  and  the  ftipulated  fuc- 
cour exifts  or  not,  it  fhall  fuffice,  that  either  of  the  parties 
is  aftually  attacked  by  force  of  arms, 'without  his  having 
firft  ufed  open  force  againft  him  who  attacks  him. 

XIL  The  fick  of  the  Heflian  corps  fhall  remain  under 
the  care  of  their  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  other  perfons  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  under  the  orders  of  rfie  general 
commanding  the  corps  of  that  nation ;  and  every  thing  fliall 
be  allowed  them  that  his  Majefty  allows  to  his  own  troops. 

XIIT.  All  the  Heffian  deferters  fhall  be  faithfully  given 
up  wherever  they  fhall  be  difcovered  in  the  places  dependent 
on  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  above  all  as  far  as  it  is  pofGble, 
no  perfon  whatever  of  that  nation  fhall  be  permitted  to  efta- 
blim  himfelf  in  America,  without  the  confent  of  his  fove- 
reign, 

AlV.  All  the  tranfports  for  the  troops,  as  well  for  the 
men  as  for  the  efFefts,  fhall  be  at  the  expencc  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majefty  ;  and  none  belonging  to  the  faid  corps  fhall  pay 
any  poftage  of  letters,  in  conuderation  of  the  diftance  of  the 
places. 

XV.  The  treaty  fhall  be  ratif  ed  by  the  high  contrafting 
parties,  and  the  ratifications  thereof  fhall  be  exchanged  as 
ibon  as  poffible. 
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In  witncfs  whereof,  we  -the  underfigncd,  furnifhed  with 
the  full  powers  of  his  Majelly  the  King  of  Great  Britain  on 
one  part,  and  of  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  the  reigning 
Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffell  on  the  other  part,  have  figned 
the  prefent  treaty,  and  have  caufed  the  feals  of  our  arms  to 
be  put  thereto.  Done  at  Caffell,  the  F'ifteenth  of  January, 
in  the  year  1776. 

L.  S.    William  Faucitt.        L.  S.    M.  deSchliefien. 


Tran/lation  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majejly  and  the  Hereditary 
Prince  oj  Heffe  Caffell,  reining  Count  o/'Hanau,  isfc. 

Signed  at  Hanau,  the  yh  0/*  February,  1776. 

BE  it  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  his  Ma- 
jcfty  the  King  of  Great  Britain  having  judged  proper  to  ac- 
cept a  body  of  infantry  of  the  troops  of  his  moft  fercnc  high- 
nefs the  hereditary  Prince  of  Hefl'e  Caffell,  reigning  Count 
of  Hanau,  &c.  to  be  employed  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, the  high  contracting  parties  have  giving  orders  for  this 
purpofe  to  their  refpeftive  minifters,  that  is  to  fay,  his  Bri- 
tannic Majefty  to  Colonel  William  Faucitt,  captain  of  die 
guards ;  and  the  moft  ferene  hereditary  Prince  of  Heffe  Caf- 
fell to  his  minifter  and  privy  councillor  Frederic  de  Malf- 
bourg  ;  who  after  tlie  exchange  of  their  refpeftive  full  po- 
wers have  agreed  upon  the  following  articles. 

Art.  I.  The  faid  Moft  Serene  Prince  yields  to  his  Bri- 
tanic  Majefty  a  body  of  infantry  of  fix  hundred  fixty  eight 
men,  which  fhall  be  at  the  entire  difpofition  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain. 

Art.  11.  The  Moft  Serene  Prince  engages  to  equip  com- 
pleatly  this  corps,  and  that  it  Ihall  be  ready  to  march  the 
twentieth  of  the  month  of  March  next,  at  fartheft.  The 
faid  corps  fliall  pafs  in  review  before  his  Britannic  Majefty's 
commiffary  at  Hanau,  if  that  can  be  done,  or  at  fome  other 
place,  as  opjx>rtunity  fliall  offer. 

Art.  III.  The  Moft  Serene  Prince  engages  to  furnifti  the 
recruits  annually  neccffary ;  thefe  recruits  mall  be  delivered 
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to  his  Britannic  Ms^efty's  commiflary,  difciplined  and  com- 
pleatly  equipped  :  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  will  do  his  ut- 
moft  that  the  whole  may  arrive  at  the  place  of  their  embarka-r 
tion  at  the  time  his  Majefty  fhall  fix  upon. 

Art.  IV.  The  fervice  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  the 
prefervation  of  the  troops,  requiring  equally  that  the  com- 
manding officers  and  fubalterns  mould  be  perfe£Uy  acquaint;ed 
with  the  fervice,  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  will  take  proper 
care  in  the  choice  of  them. 

Art.  V.  The  Moft  Serene  Prince  engages  to  put  this  corps 
on  the  beft  footing  poilible,  and  none  mail  be  admitted  into 
it  but  perfons  proper  for  campaign  fervice,  and  acknowledged 
as  fuch  by  his  Brittanic  Majefty*s  commiffary. 

Art.  VI.  This  corps  fhaU  be  furnilhcd  with  tents  and  all 
iieccffary  equipage. 

Art.  VII.  The  King  grants  to  this  corps  the  ordinary  and 
extraordinary  pay,  as  well  as  all  the  advantages  in  forage, 
provifions,  winter-quarters,  and  refrcfliments,  &c.  &c.  en- 
joyed by  the  royal  troops  ;  and  the  Moft  Serene  Prince  en- 
gages to  let  t}iis  corps  enjoy  all  the  emoluments  of  pay  that 
his  Britannic  Majefty  allows  them.  The  ftck  and  w;ounded 
of  the  faid  corps  mall  be  taken  care  of  in  the  King's  hofpitals, 
and  jQiall  be  treated  in  this  refped  as  his  Britamuc  Majefty's 
troops ;  and  the  wounded,  not  in  a  condition  to  ferve,  fhall 
be  tranlported  into  Europe,  and  fent  back  into  their  own 
country  at  the  expence  of  the  King. 

VIII.  There  mall  be  paid  to  his  Moft  Serene  Highnefs, 
tinder  the  title  of  levy  money,  for  each  foot  foldicr,  thirty 
crowns  banco ;  the  crown  reckoned  at  fifty  three  fols  of  Hol- 
land :  one  half  of  this  levy-money  fhall  be  paid  fix  weeks 
after  the  fignature  of  the  treaty,  and  the  other  half,  three 
months  and  a  half  after  the  fignature. 

Art.  IX.  According  to  cuftom,  three  wounded  men  fhall 
be  reckoned  as  one  killed  :  a  man  killed,  fhall  be  paid  for  at 
the  rate  of  the  levy-money.  If  it  fliall  happen  that  any 
company  of  this  corps  fhould  be  entirely  ruined  or  deftroyed, 
the  King  will  pay  the  expence  of  the  necefTary  recruits  to  re- 
eftablifh  this  corps.  , 

Art.  X.  The  Moft  Serene  Prince  referves  to  himfelf  the 
nomination  to  the  vacant  employments,  as  alfo  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice.     Moreover  his  Britannic  Majefty   will 
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cattft  orders  to  be  given  to  the  commander  of  the  army  in 
vrhich  this  corps  fliall  fervc,  not  to  exaft  of  this  corps  any 
extraordinary  lervices,  or  fudi  as  ztt  beyond  their  proportion 
with  the  reft  of  th€.  army ;  and  when  they  (hall  fcrve  with 
the  Englifti  troops,  or  with  other  anxillaries,  the  officers  fliall 
command  (as  the  military  fcrvice  remiites  of  itfelf)  accord- 
ing to  their  military  rank,  and  the  leniority  of  their  com- 
miffions,  without  making  any  diftinftion  of  what  corps  the 
troops  may  be  with  which  they  may  fervc.  This  corps  ftiall 
take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  his  Britannic  Majefty,  without 
prejudice  to  that  which  they  have  taken  to  their  fovcreign. 

Art.  XL  Their  pay  ftiall  commence  fifteen  days  fcforc 
the  march  of  this  body  of  tJ*oops,  and  from  the  time  the 
troops  (hall  have  quitted  their  quarters,  in  order  to  repair  to 
the  place  of  their  deftination,  all  the  expences  of  march  and 
tranfport,  as  well  as  of  the  future  return  of  the  troops  into 
their  own  country,  Ihall  be  at  the  chaise  of  iis  Britannic 
Majcfty. 

Art.  XII.  His  Britannic  Majefty  will  grant  to  die  MoftSc- 
rene  Prince,  during  all  the  time  that  thi^  body  of  troops  fliall 
be  in  the  pay  of  his  Majefty,  an  annual  fubfidy  of  twenty  five 
thoufand  and  fifty  crowns  banco*  His  Majefty  ftiall  cauJe  no- 
tice of  the  ccflTation  of  the  aforcfaid  fubfidy  to  be  given,  a 
whole  year  before  it  ftiall  ceafe  to  be  paid,  provided  that  this 
notice  mall  not  be  given  till  after  the  return  of  the  troops  into 
the  dominions  of  his  Moft  Serene  Highncfs. 

This  treaty  fliall  be  ratified  by  thehigh  contraftingpardes, 
and  the  ratifecations  thereof  fliall  be  exchanged  as  foon  as 
poflible.  In  wit nefs  whereof,  we  the  underfigncd,  in  virtue 
of  our  full  powers  have  figned  the  prefcnt  treaty,  and  have 
tliereunto  put  the  feals  of  our  arms. 

Done  atHanau,  the  5th  of  February,  1776. 

L.  S.  William  Faucitt.    L.  S.  Frederic  Bn.  dc  MaUbourg. 
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The  following  Papers  of  Military  Eftablilhmeats  were  fubjoincd  to 
the  preceding  Treaties. 

Eftablijhmim  of  the  Brunjwick  Troops  which  arc  to  enter  into  the  Pay  of 
his  Britannick  Majejiy. 


General  Stqf.      • 

I  Matrofs 

I  Major-general 

I  His  AflijHnt 

I  Licntenant-quarter-mafter- 

I  Farrier 

general 

2  His  Affiftants 

I  His  fcrvant 

•  I  Sadler 

I  Aid-dcrcamp 
I  Secretary 

I  Waggon-mafter 

I  His  Affiftant                    .      , 

1  Cafhier 

2  Servants  for  the  carriage  with 

I  His  fervant 

the  miliury-cheft 

I  Writer 

I  Clerk 

22  men. 

I  Gunfinith 

a  His  AfEftants 

EJlablt/hment  of 

one  Segiment  of  Infantry^ 

Staff. 

EJiabliJhment  of  one  Company^        \ 

Colonel  or  lieutenant-colonel 

I  Captain 

His  fervant 

I  His  fervant 

Major 

I  Firft  lieutenant 

His  fervant 

I  His  fervant 

I  Aid-de-camp 

I  Second  lieutenant 

I  His  fervant 

I  His  fervant 

2  Captain-lieutenants 

I  Enfign 

2  Servants 

I  His  fervant 

1  Regimental  qnarter-mafter 

2  Serjeants 

I  His  fervant 

3  Inferior  officers 

1  Auditor 

I  Captain  d'armes 

I  His  fervant 

1  Fourier 

I  Chaplain 

I  Bearer  of  colours 

I  His  fervant 

5  Corporals 

1  Surgeon-major 

I  Surgeon 

I  His  fervant 

3  Drummers 

I  Clerk 

I  His  fervant 

^^sr"  }^^^^ 

I  Drum-major 

2  Servants  for  the  Tents 

4  Hautbois 

1  SoUicitor 

a  I     men  carried  over. 

131  men  carried  over* 

'  Vol.  III.                          S  a 

Brought 
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21  B^u^htover  131  Brought  ever 

1  Prevot 

1  His  fcrvant 

2  Servants  for  the  carriage,  with 
the  military  and  medicine  chefb 


ii5  men. 


131  men. 


Five  companies  of 

^31 

m^n 

655  men 

Staff 

25 

Smxi  total  of  one  reglmnet.    680 

SJkhlf/kment  tf 

one  Batkdion  of  Grenadiers. 

Staff. 

EJlahli/hment  of  one  Compan^m 

Lieutenant-colonel  or  major 

I  Captain 

His  fervant 

1  His  fervant 

I  Captain-lieutenant 

I  Firft  lieutenant 

I  His  fervant 

1  His  fervant 

I  Aid-de-camp 

I  Second  lieutenant 

I  Hisft]:vant 

I  His  fervant 

I  Surgeon-major 

I  Sub-lieutenoBt 

I  His  affiftant 

I  His  fervant 

I  Provoft 

2  Serjeants 

2  Inferior  officers 

I  His  fervant 

6  Corporals 

I  Surgeon 

3  Drumnaen. 

2  Fifes 

6  Carpcnten 

20  Anfpeffades  1      -^  ru 
86  Soldiers         J  ^^^  ^^^ 

. 

2  Servants  for  the  tents 

I  Solicitor 

8  men. 

139  men. 

Four  copipaaics  of 

139 

men 

556  men 

Staff 

8 

Sum  total  of  one  battalion  of  grenadiers    564 


£flahliflvu''t 
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Eftabli/hmem  of  one 
Staff. 
Colonel 
Hi8fcrvant 
Lieutenant-colonel 
His  fervant 
Major 
His  Icn'ant 

3  Captain-lieutcaantt 

3  Their  fervants 

I  Regimental  quarter-mafter 

I  His  fervant 

I  Aid-de-camp 

I  His  fervant 

I  Chaplain 

I  His  fervant  . 

I  Auditor 

I  His  fervant 

I  Surgeon-major 

I  His  fervant 

I  Clerk  .     . 

I  Trumpeter 

I  Provoft 

I  His  fervant 

I  Farrier 

I  His  affiftant 

I  Sadler 

I  Hisaffiftant 


Regiment  ^Dragoons* 

£jlabli/hment  ^  ott(  Troop. 
I  Captain 
I  His  fervant 
I  Lieutenafii 
I  His  fervant 
I  Cornet 
I  His  fervant 
I  Quarter-mailer 
7,  Serjeants 
3  Corporals 

1  Surgeon 

2  Drummers 
6o  Dragoons 

2  Servants  for  the  tentt 
X  Solicitor 


24  men. 


Four  troops  of  78  men 
Staff 


78  men. 


312  men 
24 


Sum  total  of  a  regiment  of  dragoons        336 
EJiahli/hmem  of  one  Battalisa  of  Light-Infantry. 


Staf. 

Lieutenant-colonel  or  major 
His  fervant 

Captain-lieutenant 

His  fervant 

Aid-dc-capap 

His  fervant 

Surgeon-major 

Regimental  quarter-miller 

His.  fervant 


I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


Provoft 

His  fervant 

Servant  for  the  cariagt  with 

the  military-cheA 
Servant  for  the  carriage  with 

the  medicines. 


X I  men. 


S  %% 


EJiahJtfh* 
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Eftablt/hment  af  one  Company  rjf 

Eflablijhment  of  one  ordinary 

Chajpurs. 

Cmnpmny. 

I  Captain 

I  Captain 

I  His  fervant 

1  His  fervant 

I  Firft-lieutcnant 

1  Firft-lieutenant 

I  His  fervant 

I  His  fervant 

I  Sccond-licutcnant 

I  Second-lieutenant 

I  His  fcrvannt 

I  His  fervant 

I  Sub-licutcnant 

I  Sub-lieutenant 

I  His  fervant 

I  His  fervant 

I  Surgeon 

I  Surgeon 

a  Serjeants 

2  Serjeants 

a  Inferior  officers 

2  Inferior  officers 

6  Corporals 

6  Corporals 

2  French-horns 

3  Drummers 

123  Chauffeurs 

glSff"h«'-°"- 

2  Servants  for  the  tents 

I  Solicitor 

2  Servants  for  the  tents 

I  Sollicitor 

147  men. 


125  men. 


Four  companies  of  125  men 
One  company  of  Chaffeurs 
Staff 


5Comen 
147 
II 


Sum  total  of  a  battalion  of  Light-Infantry.        658 

RECAPITULATION. 
The  firft  divifion  confifts  in  the  General  Staff  of 
5Prince  Frederick's  regiment  of  infantry,  of    - 
The  regiment  of  Ridefel,  of        -  -         - 

The  battalion  of  grenadiers  of  Breyman,  of    - 
The  regiment  of  Light-Dragoons 


Total  of  the  firfl  divifion 


One  regiment  of  Rctz 

One  regiment  of  Specht 

One  battalion  of  light-infantry  of  Earner 

Total  of  the  fecond  divifion 


Men. 

22 
680 
680 
564 
336 

2282 


Men, 
680 
680 
658 

2018 


Sum  Total  4300 
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EftahUJhemni  of  the  Trqfips  of 
The  General  Staff. 
1  General-commandant, 

His  twoaidc-de-camps. 

His  fecretary 
I  Lieutcnant-generalofiilfantry 

His  aid-de  camp    .     . 
4  Major-generals  of  infantry 
4  Aids-de-camp 
I  Quarter-mafter-gencral 

1  His  affiftant 

2  Majors  of  brigade 

One  Battalion 
'  The  Staff.  '    i 

I  Colonei-coaimandant  of  the 

fopf  battalions  of  grenadiers 
1  Lictotenant-colonel 
I  Quarter-mafter  of  the  regi- 
ment 
I  Gunfmith 
I  Provoft 

1  Servant  for  the  carriage  with 

the  military  cheft. 
Total  of  the  ftafF 

One  Company. 

2  Captain  and  his  fervants 

2  Lieutenant  and  his  fervant 
2  Second-lieutenant  and  his  fer- 
vant 

One  Regiment 

The  Staff. 
1  Colonel 

I  Lieutenant-colonel 
I  Major 
1  Aid-decamp 

I  Quarter-mafter  of  the  regi- 
ment 
I  Auditor 
I  Chaplain 
1  Surgeon-major  • 
I  Waggon-mafter 


the  Landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffe!. 
2  Afliftant  majors  of  brigade 

1  Auditor-general 

2  Chaplains  of  the  general  ftafF 
I  Phyfician 
I  Surgeon-general 
I  Waggon-mafter  of  the  gene- 
ral ftafF 

I  Provoft  and  his  fervants 

I  Serjeant  of  juftice 

I  Executioner  and  his  fervant^ 


of  Grenadiers . 

2  Enfign  and  his  fervant 

3  S6rjelnts 
I  Fourier 
I  Captaine  d'armes 
6  Corporals 

1  Surgeon 

2  Fifes 

3  Drunmiers 
105  Private  men 

I  Solicitor 

131  Total  of  one*  company 
393    •     *    of  three  others 
.     .     of  the  ftafF, 

524  Total  of  one  battalion  of  gre- 
nadiers.* 

of  Infantry. 

I  Drum-major 

6  Hautbois 

I  Gunfmith 

I  Provoft 

I  His  fervant 

I  Servant  for  the  carriage  with 

the  military  cheft 
I  Servant  for  the  carriage  with 

the  medicines. 


-Total  of  the  Staff. 


One 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5^3 


PARLIAMENTARY 


A.  17^6. 


105  Private  men 
I  Solicitor 

130  Total  of  one  company 
520    .     •     of  four  odieii 
.      of  the  &3lS 

650  Total  of  one  regiment  of  in- 
fantry 


F«t&c 

ktVOCOO. 


One  CBmpany. 

a  Captain  and  his  fcrvant  3  Drtnnmerj 

2  Lieutenant  and  his  fervant  *"  * 

2  Sccond-lientenant  and    his 
fervant 

2  Enfign  and  his  fervant 

3  Serjeants 
I  Fourier 

1  Captainc  d*annes 
7  Corporak 
X  Surgeon 

One  Company  of  Cbajfet^l 

2  Captain  and  his  fcrvant  j  Qsartcr-maftcr  major 

2  Lieutenant  and  his  fervant  '^  '      ' 

4  Second-lieutenants  attd  their 

fervants 
4  Serjeants 
I  Fourier 

I  Captainc  d'armct/ 
6  Corporals 
I  Surgeon 

3  French-horns 
105  Chaffeurs 

129  Total  of  one  company  ofchaffeurs, 

RECAPITULATION. 

•  The  General  Staff. 

524  Total    of  one  battalion  of  grenadicn 
1,57^     •         .         of  three  others 

650         .         .     of  one  regiment  of   infantry 
9>ioo     •         .        of  fourteen  others 

1 29         •        •     of  one  company  of  ch9^ars 

129        .        .of  another 

12,104 

Eftabli/hment  of  the  Regiment  of  Infantry  of  the  Hereditary  Prime  of 
Heffe  CaffeU 


I  Servant  for  the  cam- 
agp  with  the   mill 
tary  cheft  and'medi 
cincs 

%  Others  for  the  am-^ 
munition  carriage 


Staff.  . 
1  Colonel 

I*  Lieutenant-colonel 
I  Major,  I  Auditor 
I  Regimental  quarter-mafter 
I  Chaplain 
I  Surgeon-major 


3  Surgeons 
I  Drum-major 
6  Hautbois 
I  Provoft    • 
I  His  fervant 

^9     . 
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EJiakli/hmira  rf  a  Cmfafiy 

of  GrenaJiers. 
I  Captaia 

1  Firft-Hcatcnant 

2  Second-lieutenanU. 

1  Scxjeaofi-major 

2  Serjeants 

1  Fourier 
iQiptaiAed'annet 

3  Oorporal* 

2  Fifes, 

3  Drummers 
95  Grenadifiri 

III 


EftMiJhmint  of  a  Rggtnuxtal 

Company^ 
I  Captain 
'  I  Firft-lieutenant 
1  SfiooBcUlieutenant 
1  Enfign- 

1  Serjeant-major 

2  Serjeants 
1  Fourier 

X  Captain  4*annes 

1  Bearer  of  the  colours 

2  Corporals 

3  Drmniiiers 
93  Private 

108 

432  the  four  other  companies 
112  the  company  of  grenadiers 
16  the  ftaff 

668  Total 


^rufcawn  of  tht  C§tnreiition  toitb  the  Landgrave  ef  Hejpg  Cafftk  for  ^oog  4f«^  f  he  pm 
ifa9  the  Service  ef  bis  Majejfy  and  tbg  Statu, 


Convention  made  between  hif  Majefty  tbe 
Ring  of  Orett  Britain  and  their  Hfgh  and 
Mighty  Lordffaipty  the  States  General,  on 
•nepart;  and  his  moft  Serene  Highnefs  the 
Uodgrave  of  Heffe  Caifel,  on  the  other 
f  ut ;  toQching  a  body  of  9000  men,  which 
lut  laid  Higbneft  had  promifed  to  give  for 
Ae  good  of  th^  common  canfe. 

Firf,  Hit  Highnefs  (hall  furnifli  the  fiiid 
Kiog  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  fud  Lords 
tlM  States  General,  with  6000  men  ;  which 
M  conift,  according  to  the  Hft  which  ihall 
Ik  made  thereof,  in  one  regiment  of  horfe, 
of  fix  companies  )  two  regiments  of  dragoons, 
each  of  eight  compflfuaai  and  ftre  regiments 
of  f«oi^  eack  ol  twelve  compaiuea;  each  re- 
gn&cDt  having  its  Acid  a^d,  llaffofflc«|s$  and 
making  together,  ia  the  whole,  thcnumbcr 
*f  6000  men. 

2'  Thefe  6«oo  m^  QM  be  good  tnofiv^  we  1 1 
exercifed,  dcathed,  and  armed  j  and  they 
Mhave  good  horfes;  and  ihaU  b«  provided 
*ith  all  that  fliall  be  nectfTaryfor  them. 

3>  The  faid  6000  men  ihall  kc.pkH  t^nlarly, 
vcordiflK  to  the  abovefaid  lift  ;  one  half  by 
^ii  Majellj  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and 


the  other  half  by  their  High  and  Mighty  Lord' 
/hips ;  on  the  fame  fbot  the  States  General 
pay  their  own  troops,  and  aa  ibon  as  the  other 
foreign  troope  of  other  princes ;  and  they  (ball 
not,  at  any  tiflie^  be  more  than  thi««  months 
in  arrear. 

4.  The  pay  of  thefe  troops  AaH  commence 
two  full  mentha  before  the  day  they  ihall  en* 
ter  upon  the  borders  of  the  Aate  of  thdt 
High  and  Mighty  Lordlhipt,  or  on  the  place 
whither  they  ihall  be  required  to  come,  whe- 
ther it  be  lor  »£Hon,  or  otherwife  |  whert 
they  ihall  be  immediately  receiTtd  by  the  com* 
miffariea  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and  of 
their  Hig.b  and  Mighty  Lordikips  1  and  thej 
Aall  take  ano«ith  of  fidelity  to  the  faid  King, 
and  ta  tbe  £iid  States  General. 

-5,  For  what  relates  to  the  rcermts  of  the  iaid 
60CO  men,  they  fhall  be  upon  the  fame  foot 
aa  their  High  and  Mighty  Lordihipe  treiat  their 
uwn  troops  i  and,  moreover,  it  /hall  be  left, 
on  their  part,  to  the  liberty  of  the  isjd  6000 
mto,  to  raife  their  recruits  where  it  ihall  be 
moft  convenient  for  them,  as  well  in  the  ter* 
ritories  of  his  Highnefs,  as  in  thofc  of  their 
High  and  Mighty  Lordihips. 

6.  In 
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6.  In  time  of  war,  thefe  6000  men  (hall  be 
paid  in  money,  for  waggons,  and  other  equi- 
page, what  their  High  and  Mighty  Lordfhips 
pay  their  own  troops;  and,  in  ihort,  they 
ihall  enjoy  all  the  fame  advaatag«s  in  general, 
that  the  faid  troops  of  their  High  and  Mighty 
Loidihips  do  enjoy. 

7.  In  cafe  that,  after  an  accommodation,  or 
peace,  be  made,  ms  Majefty  of  Great  Britain, 
and  their  High  and  Mighty  Lordihips,  fliould 
have  a  mind  to  fend  back  the  faid  6o«o  men, 
bis  faid  Highneft  (hall  have  notice  of  it  two 
months  before  they  begin  their  march,  in  or- 
der to  their  return. 

S.  In  cafe,  as  abovefaid,  that  thefe  troops  be 
fent  back,  or  recalled,  bis  Majefty  the  King 
of  Great  Briuin,  and  their  High  and  Mighty 
Lordfliips,  (hall  pay  to  the  faid  troops  what 
ihall  be  due  to  them,  as  well  on  account  of 
their  pay,  as  for  waggons. 

o.  It  fliall  be  left  to  the  difpofal  of  his  High- 
neU,  in  cafe  of  any  great  and  evident  danger  $ 
or,  if  he  (hall  happen  to  be  attacked  in  his 
own  dominions  ;  thereupon  to  recal  the  fiiid 
troops  J  and  they  ihall  be  fent  him  back  im- 
mediately, and  without  any  contradiction. 

10.  When  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  and  their  High  and  Mighty  Lord- 
fliips,  after  the  war  is  ended,  (hall  fend  back 
the  faid  6000  men,  in  that  cafe,  they  (hall 
have  one  full  month*s  pay  for  their  return  and 
carriage-money :  but,  in  cafe  his  Highoefs 
recalls  them -before  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,  then  they  (hall  be  paid  no 
more  than  the  remainder  of  the  month *s  pay 
wherein  they  are  recalled. 

1 1 .  In  cafe  of  the  fending  back,  or  recall,  of 
the  faid  6oco  men,  neither  the  faid  King, 
nor  the  faid  Lords  the  Sutes  General,  (hall 
•pay  for,  or  (ill  up,  the  private  foldiers,  which 

may  then  be  wanting ;  but  it  (hall  lie  upon 
•    the  officers  to  anfwer  for  the  fame  to  his  High- 
nefs  the  Landgrave. 

12.  His  Highnefs  (hall  further  add  3000  men 
to  the  faid  6000  men,  to  ferve  together  in  one 
body,  which  he  (hall  maintain  wholly  at  his 
own  charge,  and  they  (ball  perform  the  fame 
iervice  during  the  campaign,  as  the  firft  6000 
men  ;  it  being  neverthelefs  to  be  nnderftood, 
that  ammunition,  bread,  and  forage,  (hall  be 
furniihed.the  faid  3000  men,  daring  the  cam* 
paign,  00  the  fame  terms  with  the  other  troops 
of  the  Sutes. 

13.  His  faid  Highnefs  (hall  be  allowed,  after 
campaign  is  over,  to  quarter  thefe  3000  men 
in  his  own  country  during  the  winter,  pro- 
vided they  do  rejoin  the  other  6cco  men  in 
the  fpring. 


14.  In  cafe  his  faid  Higbne(i  be  attacked  in 
his  own  country,  as  abovefaid,  and  chat  he 
thinks  fit  to  recall  the  faid  6000  meiiy  be 
may  likewife  recall  the  laid  3000. 

15.  The  faid  King,  and  the  faid  Lords*  the 
States  General,  (hall  pay  for  what  ia  above- 
mentioned  to  his  Highoefs,  one  hundred 
thoufand  crowns,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  livres  (money  of  HoUaad)  yearly, 
during  the  four  firft  years  of  the  war,  to 
commence  with  this  prefent  year ;  and,  after 
that  time,  as  long  as  the  war  (hall  laf(,  or 
that  the  faid  troops  (hall  continue  in  their  fer- 
vice,  half  of  the  faid  fura  ;  that  it  to  fay,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  livres, 
yearly,  payable  every  year  by  way  of  anticipa- 
tion. 

16.  And,  towards  the  fupport  of  the  chaigei 
which  his  Highnefs  wilt  be  obliged  to  be  at, 
at  prefent,  there  (hall  be  advanced  to  hit  faid 
Highnefs,  as  foon  as  the  ratification  ihall  be 
exchanged,  four  hundred  tbou(and  livres,  to 
be  difcounted  on  the  two  firft  years. 

17.  The  faid  King,  and  the  faid  Loidt,  the 
Sitatet  General,  (hall  procure  the  reqoifitorlal 
letter t  which  (hall  be  neceflary  for  the  march 
of  the  faid  troops. 

18.  This  convention  (hall  be  ratified,  and 
the  ratifications  thereof  exchanged,*here  at 
the  Hague,  in  four  weeks,  or  foooer,  if  it 
be  poflible. 

Inwitneft  whereof,  we  the  underwritten 
ambaffador  extraordinary,  deputies,  and  coon- 
feilors  plenipotentiaries,  of  bis  Majefty  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  the  Lords  the  States 
General,  and  the  Landgrave  of  Heflc,  have 
concluded,  figned,  and  fealed  with  our  coats 
of  arms,  the  prefent  convention  ;  that  is  to 
fay,  I  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  at  London, 
the  13th  of  February  1701-1;  and  we  the 
Deputies  of  the  Lords  the  States  General,  and 
the  Counfellors  Plenipotentiaries  of  his 
Highnefs  the  Landgrave,  at  the  Hague,  the 
7th  of  Fcbtoary  in  the  year  17*2  new 
ftile. 


(L.  S.)  AUrlhrougb, 
(L.  S.)  y.  Van  Efen.  (L.  S.)^.  R.VonDskolg. 
{L.S.)F.B.JeReede. 
{L.S.)  y.S.K/ayte. 
{L.S,)  yf.  Hdnfius. 
(L.S.)  Joban,  Becker. 
\ls,S,)E.defVtede. 
{L.^.)  Dutour, 
(L,S.)H.  7.  Roermek, 
\uS,)S.L.Gockfng0. 
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'January  29* 
Private  buiinefs. 

January  30. 
Decollation  of  Charles  I. 

^January  3I. 


Private  bufinefg. 
No  debate. 


Fthruary  i. 


February  2* 


Nothing  done, 
Adjourned  to  February  j. 

Ftbruary  5, 
Private  bufinefi* 

February  6. 
Not  members  {ufEcient  for  a  ballot. 

February   J. 
No  debate. 

February  8  and  9. 
Private  bufinefs. 
Adjourned  to  February  12. 

February  12. 


Private  bufinefs. 
No  debate. 


February  13. 


February  14. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  confiJcration  the  re- 
I>ort  of  the  committee  appointed  laft  feffion,  to  try  die  elec-« 
tion  for  Shafteibury,  on  the  petition  of  Hans  Wintrop  Mor- 
timer, efq.  the  member  feated  by  their  determination,  was 
read.  After  which,  Sir  George  Tonge^  chairman  of  the  com-  sir  Gmr^ 
mittce,  ftated  the  proceedings  of  the  commttiee,  and  the  twgt. 
fafts.  He  ftated,  that  the  moft  notorious  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, and  perjury,  had  been  carried  on  at  the  laft  elejiion 
at  Shaftelbury ;  not  fecretly,  and  as  if  afhamed  of  fuch  prac* 
tices ;  but  openly,  ahd  with  pomp  and  parade,  by  found  of 
trumpet,  ringing  of  bells,  public  proceilions,  and  other  mc* 
.  thods  of  inviting  the  voters  to  accept  the  bribes.  That  it 
appeared  iikewife  to  have  been  the  praftice,  for  many  yean 
back,  for  the  voters  at  Shaftelbury  to  expe£k  money  from  the 
•candidates  at  eleftions,  and  that  nothing  was  to  be  done  with« 
out  it.  In  proof  of  thefe  fa£ts  he  made  fevcral  references  to 
the  report  of  the  committee,  which  was  read ;  and  having 
expretted  his  fenfe  of  the  duty  he  owed  to  himfelf  as  a  member 
•f  Parliament,  to  jthe  committee  of  which  he  was  appointed 

Vol.  III.  T  t  diairman. 
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chairman,  and  tp  the  Houfe,  he  added,  that  he  had  difcharg" 
cd  his  confcience  in  bringing  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before 
the  Houfe,  which  would  artfwer  no  purpufe,  unlefs  he  had  the 
fupport'of  the  Houfe  in  regard  to  what  he  fhould  propofe  in 
the  further  proceedings  upon  this  matter.  He  concluded,  by 
fliewing  the  neceflity  of  coming  to  fome  refolutions  cfFeftually 
to  flop  thcfe  (hameful  proceedings  at  Shaftefbury,  and  to 
ptiniih  the  delinquents ;  for  which  purpofe  he  movred,  firft, 
the  following  refolution : 

Refolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  from  the  minutes 
of  the  committee  appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  the  laft  elec- 
tion at  Shaftefbury,  that  the  moft  notorious  fubornation  of 
perjury  had  been  praftilcd,  and  die  moft  wilful,  corrupt  per- 
jury conmiitted,  at  tlie  laft  clcftion  for^aftelbury  in  Dcwrfct- 
Ihire.     Agreed  to. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe  from  the  minutes  of  the  fame 
committee.    That  Francis  Sykes    and.  Thomas  Rumbbld, 
Efqrs.  (the  late  fitting  members)  John  Good,  William  Ben- 
net,  William  Armftrong,  Matthew  Mcrefield,  and  Thomas 
Hannam,  were  abettors,  &c. 
tAr.  Itrj.        This  motion  |)roduced  a  debate,  ^^  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair y  cx- 
MaW.        preffed,  That  it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  law  and  equity 
to  condemn  perfons  unhe'ard,  who  had  no  notice  or  cxnefta- 
tion  of  fuch  a  proceeding.     He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Ddmp- 
fter,  much  upon  the  fame  ground,  adding,  that  it  was  taking 
upon  the,  Houfe  to  find  perfons   guilty  without  evidence. 
Weitlier  of  thcfe  gentlemen  feemed  to  think  the  evidence, 
from  the  minutes  any  proof  of  the  charge  againft  Sykes  and 
Rumbold.     The  Solicitor-General  urged  the  lame,  and  faid, 
it  was  a  refolution  the  Houfe  could  not  come  to  precipitately ; 
,  that  it  ought  to  be  duly  weighed  and  re-confidered.*    Mr. 
Montague  objefted  to  the  refolution  being  general,  as  it  had 
not  appeared  to  him  that  the  evidence  was  equ^ly  ftrong 
againft  all.     Sir  George  Yonge  agreed  ;to  divide  the  refolu- 
tion, and  take  each  name  feparately ;  and  the  debate  now 
went  on  upon  the  refolution  fingly  againft  Mr.  Sykes.     Mr. 
Serjeant  Adair  moved.  That  the  further  conCderation  of  the 
report  be  put  off  to  this  day  fortnight,  when  Mr.  Sykes  • 
fhoiikl,  have  notice  to  attend.    Mr.  Solicitor  jGeneral  and 
Mr.  Hans  Stanley  fupported  Mr.  Adair*s  motion. 

The  original  refolution  was  fupported  by  the  Lord  Mayor, 
[Mr.  Sawbridge,]   Sir  Jofeph  Mawbev,    and  Sir  Edward 
Aftlcy. 
•  ^  Sir 
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Six  Cecil  Wray  obferved,  that  he  was  glad  the  chairman  ^^'"^  ^'«' 
had  begun  at  the  right  end,  viz.  with  the  corrupters ;  but  ^^* 
that  in  the  prefcnt  cafe,  he  muft  fupport  the  amendment,  as, 
confidering  the  Houfe  as  a  grand  jury,  it  ought  to  have  viva 
voce  evidence,  and  not  blindly  take  that  which  was  given  before 
^notjhcr  court,  which  ought  not  to  have  any  other  weight 
with  the  Hbufe,  than  as  leading  to  an  enquiry. 

Mr.  Adair's  motion  paffed  in  the  negative  without  a  divi- 
fion  ;  and  the  queftions  being  feverally  put,  with  refpeftto  the 
feveral  perfons  mentioaed,  die  refolution  againft  them  all  was' 
agreed  to. 

Sir  George  Tinge  next  moved,  that  the  Attorney-General  sir  Gwf$ 
\fc  dire£ted  by  the  Houfe  to  profecute  all  the  faid  parties ;  '^"'i'' 
which  was  likewlfe  agreed  to. 

Finally ;  He  movetl  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  disfran- 
chife  certain  perfons  to  be  therein  named,  and  to  incapacitate 
them  from  voting  at  elcftions  for  members  tp  ferve^in  Parlia-- 
ment  for  the  borough  of  Shaftefbury  ;  which  was  agreed  to, 
and  a  committee  ordered  to  bring  in  the  fame^ 

February  15. 
•    The  right  honourable  7.  Tcwiyhcnd  fpokc  fully  upon  the  Rt.  Hon. 
privileges  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons.     He  maintained,  that^-  Tow«r 
the  only  true  fubilantial  meaning  or  idea  thctfc  privileges  con-^'"^* 
vcyed  was,  that  they  were  the  indubitable  right  of  all  the 
Cconmons  of  England,  who  had  one  g^heral  intereft  in  them» 
That  to  be  fure,  in  a  more  confined  fenie,  they  were  particu--^ 
larly  applied,  firft  to  that  Houfe,  as  a  deliberate  body,  and 
Otoe  of  the  branches  of  the  legiilature*     Secondly,  to  the  in* 
dividual  members  who  compofed  that  body.    He  did  not  in* 
tend  to  make  them,  however,  the  fubjddt  of  .this  day's  buiif 
ncis  ;  they  werfe  butof  fecondary,*  nay  indeed  of  very  inferioF 
confequence,  when  oppofed  to  that  great  privilege,  the  power 
of  granting  money,  of  keeping  the  purfe  of  their  cpnftituents 
fife  from  the  hands  of  violence,  art  or  fraud.     This  was  a 
truft  of  tlie  .firft  magnitude ;    it,    in  fa£l,    included  every 
pther ;  for  fo  long  as  that  was  prcfervcd  inviolate,  the  crown 
would   remain  under  the  conftitutional  controul  of  Parlia*-  . 
ment ;  fo  foon  as  that  was  wrefted  by  open  force,  defeated 
by  indircft  means,  or  done  away  bv  fraud,  the  liberties  «id 
the  privileges  of  the  people  would  be  for  ever  annihilated, 
He  expatiated  on  the  commendable,  wife  and  well-founded 
jcaloufy  of  that  Houfe  whenever  the  leaft  attempt  had  teen 
made  in  that  way  even  hy  the  other  HoUfe ;  but  when  any 
wcndeavour^  were  made  by  the  crown,  or  its  minifterial  agents, 

T  t^  ^  <h9 
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fSht  Commons  at  all  times  caught  the  alarm  ;  they  had  at  all 
times  uniformly  united,  as  if  they  were  a3uated  oy  one  foul, 
to  refift  any  attempt  of  the  crown  to  encroach  upon  their 
power  of  granting  or  refiifing  the  money  to  be  raifed  on 
thcmfelvcs  or  their  conftituents.  He  then  opened  the  caufb 
which  induced  him  to  make  thefe  obfervations ;  and  read 
Sht  foUowingpapers, 

Miff^i^  to  the  Irilh  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Jovis^  Nov.  a3,  1774* 
HARCOURT, 
I  HAVE  his  Majcfty's  command,  to  acquaint  you,  that 
the  Situation  of  affairs,  in  part  of  his  American  dominions, 
>$  fuch,  as  makes  it  neceflary,  for  the  honour  and  fafetv  of  the 
Britifti  empire,  and  for  the  fupport  of  his  Majefty's  juft 
rights,  to  dcfire  tjhe  concurrence  or  his  faithful  Parliament  of 
Ireland,  in  fending  out  of  this  kingdom,  a  force  not  exceed- 
ing four  thoufend  men,  part  of  the  number  of  troops  upon 
this  eftablifhment,  ap|>ointed  to  remain  in  this  kingdom,  fop 
its  defence,  and  to  acclare  to  you,  his  Majefl:v*s  moft  gra- 
cious intentions,  that  fuch  part  of  hit  army  as  mall  be  i^ar- 
cd  out  of  this  kingdom,  to  anfwcr  the  prcfcnt  exigency  of 
afBiirs,  is  not  to  continue  a  charge  upon  this  eftablifhment 
fo  long  as  they  fhall  remain  out  of  the  kingdom.  I  am  fur- 
ther commanded  to  inform  you,  that  as  hisMajefty  hat 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  fecurity  and  proteSion  of 
his  people  of  Ireland,  it  is  his  intention,  if  it  be  the  define 
of  Parliament,  to  replace  fuch  forces,  as  may  be  fent  out  of 
this  kingdom,  by  an  equal  number  of  foreign  Proteftant 
troops,  as  loon  as  his  Majefty  ihall  be  enabled  fo  to  do. 
The  chai^  of  fuch  troops  to  be  dcfrajre4  without  any  cx« 
pence  to  this  kingdom. 

Extra3jhm  the  Addrffs  of  Knights^  (rf^.  to  Lord  Harcourt. 

THAT  your  excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  return  his 
Majefty  our  moft  grateful  thanks  for  his  gracious  dtclaration, 
tiiat  his  Majefty  hath  nothing  more  at  heart  than  the  fecurity 
and  proteiftion  of  his  people  of  Ireland,  of  which  his  Majefty 
has  given  a  fignal  prqof,  by  his  offer,  if  it  fhall  be  the  defire 
of  Parliament,  to  replace  fuch  forces  as  may  be*  fent  out  of 
tliis  kingdom,  by  an  eqnal  number  of  foreign  Proteftant 
troops,  the  charge  thereof  to  be  defrayed,  without  any  ex- 
pence  to  this  kingdom^ 
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ExtraBfrom  tb$  VoUs  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland. 
AN  amendment  was  propofed  to  be  made  to  the  refolntioa, 
bjr  infcrtiirg  after  the  word  refolved,  the  following  words^ 
yiz.  "  That  having,  in  conlcquence  of  his  Majefty's  gra- 
cious recommendation,  and  of  our  mature  confideration  of 
the  ftate  of  this  country,  repeatedly  dedared  our  opinion, 
that  twelve  thoufand  men  are  necenary  for  the  defence  of 
this  kingdom  ;  being  fenfible  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of 
the  tnjft  repo&d  in  us,  (hould  we  have  fubjeAed  eur  conili-» 
tucnts  to  a  very  heavy  expence,  in  times  of  perfeft  tranqui- 
lity, for  the  puipofc  of  providing  a  force,  whidi  we  are  to 
part  with  in  the  times  of  danger ;  and  being  convinced,  that 
fince  the  time  at  which  we*  firft  declared  twelve  thoufand 
men  to  be  necelTary,  the  prob^ibility  of  'a  war  has  increafed^ 
and  not  diminiflicd." 

^ibt  Honoi^able  Mr.  Speakers  Speech  to  bis  ExcelkncySixnosx 
Earl  o/^Harcourt, 

LutiiPj  2^  IXe  Decemhris,  1775, 
Afij  h  pleafe  your  Excellency » 
THE  condu£t  of  the  Commons,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
fcffion,  has  marked  more  ftrongly,  if  poflible,  than  in  any 
former  period,  their  loyalty,  duty  and  affcftion  to  his  Ma- 
^,  and  their  zeal  for  the  intereft  and  honour  of  Great* 
pritain.  At  the  hazard  of  their  own  fafety  they  have  con* 
fcntcd  to  part  with  one  third  of  the  forces  deemed  ncccffary  to 
be  maintained  at  all  times  within  this  kingdom  for  its  defence 
in  a  feafon  when  powerful  reafons  exifted  for  retaining  them* 
Without  putting  Great-Britain  to  tlie  expence  of  replacing 
them,  though  gencroufly  offered  ;  and  they  have  chearfully 
granted  to  his  Majefty  a,  very  coniiderable  fupply,  in  addition 
to  all  former  duties,  tliough  the  liberality  of  the  laft  feffion 
fened  onljr  to  expofe  the  weaknefs  of  their  refources.  This 
tiifpofition  in  the  Conmions  they  doubt  not  your  Excellency 
will  improve  to  their  advantage,  and  they  truft  that  througn 
yoar  Excellency's  favorable  reprefentation,  it  will  ferve  to 
unite  Great*  Bntain  and  Ireland  in  ftill  clofer  bonds  of  mutual 
affcftion,  fp  neceffary  to  the  fecurity  and  propriety  of  both. 
They  acknowledge  with  gratitude  your  Excellency's  generous 
^rts  to  open  to  them  new  fources  of  commerce,  and  to  re^ 
move  fome  reftraints  upon  the  old  ;  they  fee  with  joy  a  beam 
of  liriit  break  through  that  dark  cloud  which  has  fo  long 
pvcrlhadpwed  this  nation ;  an4  they  are  animated  with  the 
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hope  that  tlic  honour  is  referved  for  your  Excellency's  gd- 
miniftration,  of  cftablifhing  this  important  truth,  that  nothing 
will  contribute  more  to  augment  the  ftrcngth  and  wealth  of 
Great-Britain,  than  tlic  increafc  of  both  in  tliis  kingdom." 

Having  read  thefc  papers,  he  faid,  the  meflage  contsuned 
t«:o  prq^oikions,  by  both  which  the  Parliament  of  Great 
•Britain  wpri;* pledged  to  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  if  it 
Ihould  accept  the  conditions  held  forth  by  this  mclTagc,  to 
pay  for  the  troops  to  be  fent  to  America,  and  to  re- 
place them  with  4000.  ^reign  proteftants  ;  and  further 
to. induce  tlie  Irifli  nation  to  accept  of  tliis  infidious 
bargain,  fl\e  w^s  to  have  ia,ooo  men  within  the  Kingdom, 
and  at  the  fame  time  to  he  relieved  of  a  burthen  of  8o,oool. 
per  annjjm.  S,uch  a  prqpofition  could  only  have  originated 
m  the  worft  deligns,  or  mull  have  been  the  ejflfeft  of  the 
mofl  confunimate. folly.  For  what  was  tlie  whole  meafurc 
taken  together  ?  The  minifter  on  this  or  the  cdicrfidecf 
the  water,  no  matter  which,  makes  the  King  engage  his 
royal  word,  that  the  cxpence  ihall  be  borne  by  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  ;  but  adding  folly  to  temerity,  makes! 
him  promrle,  that  Gr«at  Britain  mall  pay  for  8000  men,; 
diough  if  -the  bargain  was  accepted,  flic  would  aSually  have 
but  4000  men  in  her  fervice.  After  thus  ftating,  in  his  opi- 
nion, the  meaning  of  the  words,  he  proceeded  to  flicw,  tha^ 
they  were  received  in  this  fenfe  by  the  Irifh  Parliament^ 
though  neither  of  the  offers  were  received  in  the  terms  pro- 
pofed,  and  'quoted  tiie  Speaker's  fpeech,  delivered  at  the  bai 
of  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1775 
in  which  h^  ofter^,  in  the  name  of  the  Commons,  to  uni 
the  4000  natives  out  of  the  kingdom,  without  putting  Grea 
Britain  to  the  expence  of  replacing  them,  tliough  gene 
rouily  offered.  He  then  ftated  the  complaint  in  the  foil 
lowing  words :  <*  Tliat  the  earl  of  Harcourt,  Lord  Licni 
tenant-general,  and  general -governor  of  Ireland,  did,  ontlJ 
23d  day  of  November  laft,  in  breach  of  the  privilegtl 
and  in  derogation  of  the  honour  and  authority  of  this  HouKl 
fend  a  written  meffage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  tW 
Parliament  of  Ireland,  figncd  with  his  own  hand*,  to  the  fol 
lowing  efFeft."  [Here  he  recited  the  melfage  in  page  314]  H 
moved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  th 
matter  of  the  faid  complaint,  and  to  reix>rt  the  fame,  as 
Ihall  appear  to  them,  to  the  Houfe. 

Sir  Gior^e  Ihngc  feconrfed  the  mption^ 
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Lord  Clare  laid,  the  right  honourable  gentleman  wlio  made  to^a  CUf* 
the  motion,  had  been  lavifh  of  his  cncomiurtis  on  Ireland, 
but  did  not  ofFer  a  fyllable  in  behalf  of  poor  Britain.  Ire- 
land retained  a  proper  fenfe  of  freedom  ;  fhe  would  not  ad- 
mit foreigners,  even  with  the  confent  of  Parliament ;  her 
principles  were  found,  her  manners  were  pure  ;  her  counfels 
were  uncontaminated  ;  while  poor  degenerate  Britain  was 
fallen  from  hei*^  former  grcatnefs^  and  was  funk  into  the 
loweft  extreme  of  corruption,  folly,  and  want  of  fpirit ; 
yet  while  he  was  proud  to  hear  his  country  fo  highly  ex- 
tolled, he  could  not  help  lamenting  that  fallen  Britain  had 
not  one  fricn<J  to  ftan^  forth  in  her  defence.  His  Lordfhip 
having  continued  his  vein  of  irony  and  humour  for  a  while, 
commented  upon  the  two  propofitions.  The  offer  of  fending 
foreigners  and  of  defraying  the  expencc  fignified  nothing, 
no  fuch  offer  or  promifc  was  intended  ;  it  wa?  all  tlie 
idle  reveries  of  a  gentleman,  whom,  for  the  familiarity  of 
exprelfion,  he  would  call  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Edmund 
Sexton  Perry.  He  knew  Mr.  Edmund  Scicton  Perry  very- 
well,  and  he  knew  him  to  be  a  good  fort  of  a  confiderate, 
honeft,  fenfible  man ;  but,  however  fcnfiblc  Mr,  Pciry  might 
te,  the  Houfe  was  not  bound  by  his  interpretations.  The 
honourable  mover  fays,  that  Mr.  Perry  went  to  the  bar  of 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  delivered  a  certain  fpeech,  and  that 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  acquiefced  in  that  interpretation  of  the 
meffage,  becaufe  he  did  not  coittradicl  it.  Would  he  have 
Lord  Harcoxirt  rife  and  come  to  Mr.  Perry  to  the  bar,  and 
contradift  him,  by  telling  him  he  never  meant  any  fuch 
AingJ  I  dare  fay  he  would  hardly  be  fo  unreafonable.  I 
have  indeed  heard  it  afTerted  by  fome  of  my  countrymen, 
thatdiey  fpoke  better  Englifh  than  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. It  may  be  fo,  but  it  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  heard  it  * 
ail'ertcd,  that  they  underftand  it  better.  I  prefume  that  Mr.'  . 
?crry  thought  he  underftood  the  meffage  ;  but  I  will  not 
allow  that  either  Lord  Harcourt,  or  this  Houfe,  arc  bound 
to  abide  by  his  interpretation ;  neither  can  I .  be  perfuaded 
that  the  Houfe  ,,of  Commons  of  Ireland  are  any  more 
bound  than  we  are  by  his  conceptions.  For  what  does  the 
^hole  amount,  to  ?  Mr.  Perry,  in  his  individual  capacity, 
%s  fo  and  fo..  What  is  that  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons'  ? 
He  is  fpcaker  it  is  true,  but  what  he  does  out  of  the  Houfe 
^  nca  he  is  not  inftrufted,  is  no  more  the  aft  of  that  Houfe, 
than  if  it  had  been  done  by  any  otlier  perfon. 
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Mr.Om^^*     Mn  Conolly  replied  to  his  lordfhip,  that  he  wU  an  Iriflw 
man  as  well  as  the  noble  lord,  and  9$  Ireland  wa^  to  be  the 
fubjeft  of  that  day,  in  the  cocking  phrafe,  he  was  ready  to 
pit  himfelf  againft  him.     He  then  obferved,  that  he  was  not 
furprifed  tliat  the  noble  Lord  was  in  fuch  extreme  good  hu- 
mour with  minifters  on  both  fides  of  the  water,  as  his  lord- 
fhip,  and  three  others,  who  enjoyed  finecnre  employments, 
had  a  prefent  made  them  in  one  day  of  I4,cxx>l*  (meaning  the 
arrangement  of  the   vice-treafurcrs,    and  the  clerk  of  the 
pells)  and  left  a  poi&bility  (hould  arife  of   any  defalcation 
of  their  falaries,  Parliament  was  fp  good-humoured,  while 
they  increafcd  the  falary,  to  take  upon  themfelves  to  pro- 
vide payment  out  of   the  public  purfe  £br  deputies,   who 
'were  to  do  the  duty.    It  was  therefore  no  wonder  that  his 
lordfhip  and  his  colleagues  fhould  be  merry,  while  Ireland 
continued  to  be  fad,  to  fee  the  falaries  ot  iinecure  places 
raifed,    while  fhe  was    mortgaging  her  funds,    laying  on 
&ew  duties,   and  providing  for  denclencies  of  ^ants.    He 
gave  a  pi^ure '  of   Ireland ;  an  exhaufted  treaiury,  ruined 
trade,  ftarving  manufa£turers,  accumulating  penfions,  new 
created  places,  ftate  oppreffions,  daily  executions,  a  rained, 
mouldenng  army,  encreafine  debts,  caftle  jobbs,  bands  of 
lawlefs  rumans  in  defiance  of  law,  and  beyond  the  power  pf 
punifhment,  in  (hort,  every  public  evil  and  private  mifchief 
that  ever  was  on  earth  to  curfe  and  debafe  mankind.    He 
did  not  arife  to  the  queftion  iimply  ftated,   whether  the 
meflfage  was  really  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  Com- 
mons of  England,  but  princij^ally,  ne  faid,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  what  paflcd  in  the  Irifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  when 
Sir  John  Blaquire  brought  the  meiTage  from  the  Lord  Lieti« , 
tenant.     That  Houfe  refufed  the  offer,  he  faid,  unon  two 
principles ;  firft,  becaufe  the^  thought  the  introduaion  of 
foreign  troops  an  unconftitutional  and  dangerous  meafure ; 
and,  fecondly^  becaufe  it  was  thought  that  the  itiiniftij  had 
no  mind  that  they  fhould  have  them,  for  Sir  John  ,himfeLf 
voted  againft  them.     He  faid,  Ireland  was  quite  defencclefs, 
that  tlie   12,000  nominal  men  were  only   10,800,  ,0)9t  of 
which  4000  were  to  be  fent  away ;  that  the  White-bovs  were 
governors  of  all  the  fouth  of  Ireland,  where  four-fifths  of 
'  the  people  were  Catholics  ;  that  no  private  gentleman  could 
be  fure*  of  his  life,  fitting  there  in  his  own  houfe,  for  one 
half  hour ;  that  more  troops  were  really  wanting,  inflcad  of 
•  taking  thofe  away  they  had  already  ;  that  men  had  their  ca:^ 
fawn  off,  and  others  were  buried  alive^  to  the  difgrace  of 
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-government,  that  could  not  or  would  not  j>roteft  the  people*; 
that,  the  pcafantry  were  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  poverty,  that  no 
-revolution  or  change  of  fituation  could  poflibly  be  to  them 
for  the  worfe. 

Right  hon.  fVelbore  Ellis  faid  the  meaning  of  the  mcffage  RuHon. 
had  been  miftaken  ;  that  taking  the  expreiSdns  in  any  light,  ^'^**^'  ^'^ 
'no  breach  of  privilege  could  be  deduced  from  them.     He  re- 
-callcd  to  the  remembrance  of  the  Houfe,  that  in  1769,  when 
-the  Irifti  eftablifhment  was  raifcd  from  12,000  to  15,000 
.  men,  his  Majcfty  paffed  a  royal  pcrfonal  promife  to  the  Irifli 
Parliament,  that  Aere  Ihould  never  be  lefs  than  12,000  men 
in  Ireland,  except  in  cafe  of  afhial  invafion  or  rcbellipn  in 
-  Great  Britain,    Now,  the  Earl  of  Harcourt's  meffage,  he 
•contended,  had  reference  to  this  promife,  as  the  prefent  want 
•of  troops  was  not  within  thofe  exceptions,  it  certainly  was 
liis  Majefty's  firft  bufincfs  to  be  abfolved  from  that  promife, 
by  the  parties  to  whom  it  was  made  :  but  if  he  had  applied 
lirft  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  it  muft  have  been 
for  their  approbation  of  a  meafure  in  dircft  breach  of  his  pro- 
mife to  Ireland.     He  compared  it  to  the  King's  propofing 
military  tftabliihments  to  the  Houfe ;  the  King  does  the 
whole  by  his  prerogative,  and  leaves  nothing  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  but  to  vote  the  money.    Is  not  this  enga^ng  for 
the  confent  of  Parliament  ?  Yet  all  the  world  knows  that  the. 
Houfe  may  objeftto  them,  and  confequently  that  they  cannot 
be  effeftive  without  their  confent. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  the  firft  part  of  the  meffage  was  agree-  Mr.  Cofm 
able  to  the  fenfe  now  put  on  it  by  the  honourable  gentleman  ^•^^^ 
<who  fpoke  laft :  but  the  other  part  feemed  a  little  obfcurc  at 
•firft fight ;  yet  it  might  be  conchided,  that  as  a  meafure  of 
government,  it  could  never  be  in  the  idea  of  the  minifter 
to  make  fuch  an  attempt,  in  exprefs  contradiftion  to  the  dif- 
banding  aft  of  King  William.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  a  fair 
inference  to  fay,  that  the  expreffion  **  enabled  fo  to  do," 
meant,  the  previous  confent  of  the  Britifh  Parliament.     If 

•  he  thou^t  adminiftration  had  any  other  intention  in  view, 
no  man  would  be  more  ready  to  join  in  a  vote  of  difappro- 

'bation  and  ccnfure.  He  condemned  the  conduft  of  the  mi- 
nifter, rclpcfting  the  indemnity  bill,  and  difapproved  of  in- 
troducing foreigners  into  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
without  the  confent  of  Parliament.  ' 

•  Mr.  Powys  had  little  doubt  that  tlie  meffage  under  confide- Mr,  p«wjrn 
ration  meant  more  than  it  expreffed,  and  was  intended  as  an 
experiment  to  try  if  the  Irilh- Parliament  would  confent  to 
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receive  foreign  troops,  in  order  to  eftabliih  a  preoedeist  wlu<^ 
migkt  be  afterwards  em^oyed  to  other  purpofes. 
Lor<i  Mi'  Lor4,  A£dleton  faid,  ke  bad  a  fortune  m  both  kingdomi^ 
dUna*  but  had  no  prcdileftion  for  either  in  a  political  light,  becauw 
he  looked i*pon  their -intcrefts  to  be  mutual;  but  whatever 
other  gentlemen  inight  think  of  the  meiTage,  oftlie  true  im- 
port c?  which  it  w^s  impoflible  there  could  be  a  fccond  opi- 
nion^  hfi  had  npt  a  doubt  but  it  aimed  at  on^  fixed  obje£^ 
that  was,  tp  habituate  both  countries  to  certain  notions  wnick 
muft  in  the  end  reduce  the  Parliaipent  of  each  to  be  the  mere 
infinimental  agcnta  of  the  crown,  without  the  teaft  degree  of 
will  or  indepeadence  whatever*  It  was  a  {cheme,  however 
deep,  formed  neverthclofs  on  very  fimple  principles^  and 
went  dire£tlv  to  veil  in  the  crown  the  virtual  power  of  taxings 
as  opportunity  mi^t  ferve,  both  Great  Britain  and  IrelancL 
Xnlreiand  daemlnifter  was  taught  to  aik  ibme  favour  ;^  t)ien 
England  whs  to  be  pledged.  In  England  again,  ^^%a  circum^ 
iiajices.  recurred,  or  made  impraAicable,  Ireland  was  tobie 
uxed,^  in  order  to  maintaiA  the  fupremacy  of  the  Britifh 
Icgiflature. 
Mr.  Dun*  Mr«  DuHMuig  divided  xbo  meflage  into  two  parts.  On  the 
^^"S*  firft  ho  oUerved,  that  it  contained  no  condition  implied  or  ex- 
pieiled.  It  wa,s  his  Majefty's^  intention  as  immediately  pn>- 
ceedii^  from  his  own  mind,  declared  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms 
the  EAgli&  laagus^  is  capabk-  of  conveying*    It  was  a  com^ 

flete  undertaking  on  his  part  to  pay  for  the  400a  men,  if  the 
riih  Houfe  of  Conamons  (hould  chufe  to  confent  or  accept  of 
the  terms.  It  was  impoffiUe  in  the  nature  of  tl^^gs^  dc^ 
any  man  poffeffed  of  any  ^ing  he  could  prq>er}y  call  his  own, 
or  binding  himfelf  to»  the  execution  of  any  ad  within  his 
power,  cottld  promife  ia terms  morecleaF,  pofitive,  orino^ 
quivocal^  than  thofe  in  which  this  part  of  the  mefiag^  was 
conceived.  To  get  clear  of  this,  he  laid,  two  modes  had 
been,  adopted,  both  with  equal  bad  fuccefs«  One  of  thofe  was 
^,  naked  contradiftron  to  the  obyious<  (enfe  of  the  words ;  but 
fuck  an  uafopported  denial  was  abandoned  in  the  verv  ii^aQt 
it  was  urged  ;  for  the  noble  Lord  [Lord  Clarel  anoithe  ho- 
nourable gentleman  ^Mr.  Ellis]  who  aiferted  ^t  random, 
being  confcious  that  it  was  hut  a  random  aflertiooi  endea- 
voured to  explain  it,,  by  laying  that  die  ajjair  was  condni&od 
precifelv  in  a  manner  of  afubiidiary  treaty.  This  be  £1^ 
was  {till  worfe,  for  np  ainj^ment  was  bettep:  di^m  a  b^  one. 
It  was  well  known,  that  the-  King  when  treating  witli  fo- 
reigners, reprefeated  theftatC|  which  QOuld  n^ver  be  d:it  caie, 
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wbep  tceatmg  wifh  ow  part  of  his  fyhySb^  and  eng^ag  £ot 
a^iother;   befidc^  the  coniequenGCs,  -bjid.  the  offer  be^  ac^^ 
cepied  by  the  Iriih  Parli^ioem,  would  hav^  clearly  fliewn  the 
difitFcace^  asd  <cftabliffaeid  thp  diftiaf^Lon  beyond  all  queftion« 
The  troop%  if  tiue  feaibz\  of  tbe^yca^  had  permitted,'  might 
be  now  in  America ;  the  ibreigners  might  be  landed  in  J^e^ 
land :  Qrtat  Britain  was  j>ledged .;  the  caufe  in  which  th<^ 
trocfps  wore  to,  be  emidoy649  and  the  tieceiTary  arrangement^ 
bf  ^hi^  the  i^eafure  wat  to  be.bmig^bt  «bouty  is  a  favourite 
one ;  lb  that  the  whole  bufinefs  mlcht  be  effe&ed  by  his 
Majefty's  bfire  .iatontifia,  as  completely  without,  as  with  the 
ciJtiiaKt  of  the  Biitilh  Parliaments    The  iecond  part  of  the 
Acflage^  }kt  ifififted,  was  dear  ayyi  explicit.    The  offer  was 
to  r^ace  the  4000  troops,  by  an  equal  number  of  foreign 
PieteftfustSj  ^Vif  it  be  the  deiire  of  Parliament/'    Here  again 
yfu  clear  intention,  and  offer  exprefled,  with  the  condition 
MMMM^  "^i  was,  /<  if  it  be  the  defire,''  &c.     By  every 
f i4e  p{  Icf^A  coH&v£tion  or  common  ienfe,  if  there  be  an 
fln4eiit|i|uiw  aoopmpanicd  by  a  conditxoD,    if  the  condition 
be  accffitea  hty  the  party  to  whom  it  is  propoied,  the  b9:gaifi 
JM  ffOittthat  infkant  -complete,  and  mutually  binding  on  both 
prtif^     If  t)iea  the  propofitipp  was  a  pofitive  one,   and 
it  \K9d  heeii  acceptecl^  it  <^y  remained  to  difcover  whether  or 
not  it  was  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  whofe  word  was 
Thi»  lOedged  without  being  confutted.    This,  he  prefumcd, 
wenld  icfuke  very  little  proof.    No  man  would  fay«hat 
ikaover  iM»s  .to  bcux  the  burden,    ^e  could  lefs  think  that 
any-ofliis  Mo^eftir^s.Bew  allies  were  to  do  fa,  however isea^ 
knisthey  nilgiit  oe  for  chaftifing  his. rebellious  fubjeAs  in 
AAierica.    Tne civil  M,  he  fufpeifted,  was  ftiUltls  equal  to 
afibrf  'fo  heavy  a  -d  Jburfcmcnt.    Where  then  cefuld  the  ne- 
ctthiy  xsc^ns  of  p^T^^  ^  ^^^^  ^  ^^7  ^^  ^^^  ^  obtained, 
but  ttom  the^Bfitim  Parliament  )   By  what  had  fallen  in 
debater   as  well  as  general  declarations  made  at  the  time  this 
bufineU:was  Japrtt  mendoned,  he  underftood  ,thifi^/a«0iii  mef- 
ii^e  hid  beesL.4J(/^«W  by  the  o^nifter,  aod  his  ftiends  on 
this  fide  of  die  warer*    He  pnefumed  die  juiniftcr  on  the  other 
fidcifid  not  ivesktuire  to  4o  it  iadrely  oahis.ionrn  jud^sient. 
This  eK«t%ed  his  cutiojity  to  know  \wher^  it  originated.    It- 
Mnoil{d'be;ifu(Sicient  airfwer,  if  the  minsfter  oithor  hef«  or 
in  Ireland  owned  it.    If  neither  did,  but  the  -advice  came 
from 'Hjioflier  quarttr,  he  (hould  be  glad  to  know,  bccaufe  in 
fiKh  an  event*  more  particularly^  it  would  be  the  duty,  as  it 
•    U  u  i  ought 
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cnght  to  be  the  wifh  of  this  HoiUe,  to  fift  die  matter  to  tk 
ix>ttoni,  in  order  to  come  at  the  real  author  or  authors* 

tmiNtrtb,  Lord  North  gave  a  long  narrative  of  the  increafe  of  the  cfta- 
blilhment,  which  took  place  in  Ireland  in  1769,  and  of 
his  Majefty*8  promiie  to  his  Irifh  Parliament,  that  12,000 
men  fhould  always  remain  within  that  kii^om^  except  in 
the  event  of  a  rebellion  in  this.  Hie  faid,  the  royal  proodft, 
though  binding  on  his  Maiefty,  was  not  law,  therefore  fend- 
ing the  troops  out  of  the  kingdom,  to  the  amount  of  any  num- 
ber, was  perfeftly  legal.*  His  Lordfhip  iidd  he  ivciuld  not 
anfwer  the  genenu  queftion  put  to  him  by  the  laft  honourable 
gentleman  ;  not  chufing  to  gratify  mete  curiofity,  at  the  ei- 
pcnce  of  betraying  the  ftcrets  of  uie  cabinet.  He  avowed  the 
having  co-operated  with  the  reft  of  the  King's  iervants,  in  giv- 
ing general  inftrudions  ;  but  would  not  chaigb  hit  memonr 
with  having  any  immediate  hand  in  drawing  up  the  particulsr 
letter  or  paper,  on  which  the  prcfent  meafore  was  fuppofed  to 
be  taken.  He  faid,  he  thought  it  was  perfeftly  juftimole,  and 
was  willing  to  (hare  in  the  confequences.  Yet  he  could  not  fee 
)i6w  it  was  fair  in  argument  to  charge  adminiftratibn  here  with 
fpecific  meafures  taken  in  IreUnd  ;  nor  could  he  cmiceiit, 
•ither  pofitively  or  by  implication,  that  he  or  his  colleagues 
in  office  were  bound  in  any  manner  by  what  pafled  \tk  an<&er 


^  This  feems  to  want  expltntion.  The  queftioa  was  not  fingly 
•  whetW  the  removal  was  legal,  but  whether  promife  or  eagageoRct 
that  Great  Britain  ihoaki  pay  for  the  troops,  was  not  illegal  f— «lt  is 
'  ttot  improper  to  add,  that  the  Parliament  held  at  Dvbliii,  in  the 
.year  1769,  in  the  adminiflrauon  of  Lord  Towaibend,  pafled  an 
.  a^,  endded  ''  An  a<St  for  grantiog  to  his  Maje%  an  additional 
dutyonbeer»  ale,  ftrong  waters,  wine»  tobacco,  hides,  and  other 
goods,  &c.  &c."  in  which  it  is  expreflly  declared,  ^<  That  a  part 
ofthefe  duties  is  granted,  and  fhall  be  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment and  maintenance  of  1 5,046  effedtive  men,  commiffion  and 
non-commiifion  oflicers  included ;"  and  fuVther  recites,  *'  in  order  to 
enable  your  Majefty  to  carry  into  execution  your  Majefty's  gra- 
cious intentions  and  determined  tefolutions,  fignified  to  us  by  his 
excellency  the  late  Lofd  Lieutenant,  by  your  Majefty's  command,  to 
keep  viiibim  this  iiftg4f0m,  for  tbi  vtciffkr^  d^ifpci  ^tb^fitme^  ti^ooo 
e£nedivemeo,  coramtffion  and  oon-commiiSon  cdHicers  included,  at 
all  times,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  iavadon  or  rebellion  imGnat-Bri/Ma^ 
and  to  defray  the  other  nece£ary  expences  of  your  Majefty's  govern- 
ment, we  do  moft  humbly  befcech  your  Majefty,  that  it  may  be 
ena6led,  and  be  it  therefore  enadea,  by  the  authority  albre&id, 
^.'&c/* 
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kingdom.  •  To  fomc  allufions  made  by  Mk* Dunning  arid 
Mr.  Gordon,  relative  to  the  Hanoverians  beii^g  font  to  Gib-- 
raltar  and  Minorca,  and  the  fate  6f  the  indemnity  bill,  he 
replied,  he  thought  the  meafure  perfcAly  legal,  and  was  rea- 
dy to  meet  his  adverfarics  on  thatgrounid  whenever  they 
thoia^tft.  He  gave  ahiftory  of-^e  indenfm^^.  bill,  and 
in  a  humorous  way,  proved  that  it  was  throwh  out  bv 
a  noble  Marquis  [Rockingham]  in  the  other  Houfe.  If 
foreign  troops  was  an  improper  meafufe^;  die  minifter  in  Ire- 
land afted  pcrfeftly  right,  for  he 'declined  to  fTip{)ort  it ;  and 
finilhed  with  obfervations  on  the  German  refourccs,  and  die 
poverty  of  the  civil  lift. 

Lord  John  Cm/endj/h  rofc  to  give  his  atteftation  of  the  per-  Lord  yOm 
fonal  worth  of  Lord  Harcourtl  '  He  obf«frved,  that  his  Lord-  c«'««^^* 
fhip  had  been  little  acquainted  with  public  bufitfefs,  till  his    . 
late  appointment ;  therefore, '4f -it  was  bis  own  meafure,  he 
was  much  the  more  excufable ;' but  he  believed  it  was  not; 
However,  if  it, was  not,  as  die  Irifh  nation  had  been  too 
wife  and  too  fpirited  to  accept  of  one  part-  of  the  propofal ; 
'and  as  nainifters,  whatever  they  lDtgh^ai{e£k  to  the  contrary,   •     ' 
had  not  dared  to  fend  a  fingie  man  out  of  Ireland,   on  fuch  an 
authority,  the  matter  hardly  deftrved  the  time  and  attention 
fome  gentlemen  feeitiedwiUing  to  beftow  on  it.  -  The  people 
of  Ireland  hkl  already  done  half  the  bufinefs,  by  rtfuiing  the 
ofier ;  the  miniftry  had  in  faft  done  the  other  half,  from 
their  own  fear ;  fo  that  on  the  whole,  he  did  not  defire  to 
fend  the  matter  to  a  eommittee,  but  wiftied'tocome  to  fome 
deciiive  refolution,  which  would  con<femn  the  whole  tranfac- 
tion,  without  any  particular  refenrrence  or  application  to^thofe 
who  might  be  Aippofed  to  have  firft  planned^  or  endeavoured 
to  carry  it  into  execution. 

Lord  George  Germain  contended,  that  whatever  might  have  Lord  Ceorg§ 
been  the  fenfe  of  the  mefikge,  his  Majefty's  fervants  could  ^"^"^ 
not  be  fuppofed  to  be  ftrlftly  anfwerable  for  its  contents.    Ht 
faid,  that  Lord  Harcourt  miight  have  miftakeb^'  or  exceeded 
•his  inftruAions.     He  did  not  know-  he  did,'  or 'he  might  have 
conveyed  his  meaning  in  the  cleareft  terms;  but  yet,  whe* 
ther  he  did,  or  did  not,  the  firft  jpart  of  the  meflaTO^oniy  pro- 
pofed  a  matter  to  die  coafideration  of  die  Irifh  Parliament, 
clearly  and  legally  within  die  conftitutioAal  exercife  of  the 
regal  power.    If  his  Majdfty  had  not  given  his  royal  pro 
mifrtokeep  12,000  men  within  the  kingdom,  he  might  navie 
ordered  the  whole,  or  any  paifct  pf  the  troops  on  diat  eftablifh- 
ment,  to  any.  part  of  the  Biid&^Ioiiumops  he  pleafed^  with- 
out 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3H  P  AfLlal  A  ME  M  T  A^R  Y         A.*776. 

f>vt  apdyine  to  the  P&rli^iBf  nt  ot  either  kingdom*  .  -tie  &id 
be  had  heatffl  a  gr^fit;  deftl  of  ¥di9t  failed  ia  de^e  m  the  McMift 
of  Comiooiifi  of  Ireland,  but  be  oo^ld  Apt  perceive  what  di4<c£t 
relation  it  bop  to  wha^  inm^  now  under  cocifidemtian.     Xb« 
cffideat  imwdr^  «a  be  wsis  called,  waa  likewife  much  ippbm 
of.    Sir  John  BlA|UM»e  iidd  dii^  and  Sir  fohn  $te^iiiem 
faid  that ;  bnt^for^  |ilul^  'wbat  Sir  John  Sla^puen  iaia  -ciia 
way  or  ^  othel:,  \fallof'nOf;ipoati:on£9qneiK:e.    JAcMnew  ^ 
Sir  John  Bla^art^  and  bad  been  in  converfation  witfb  kioit 
but  in  what  wai^  ^at  he  ikid  could  be  made  a  groond  of 
cenftire  on  .a  Britifla  immftry»  was.  monc  than  he  coi^d  recon-* 
cile  to  the  relation  they  really  flood  in  to  each  other  j  if  they 
fbood  in  Uiyb    He  iconlefled  the  moafure  of  payiflgfor  8ocx3 
men,  whbn  ««  were  t0  bure  tbe  &rvioe  of  bait  4fiOO,  waa 
extremely  unaBConcfmca}*  and  he  thought  veiy  itxipFoper  i 
yet  if  4:000  men  could  bc^  had  «poa  no  better  tena%  and  liiat 
It  was  fuppofed  it  might  be  'nv)fe  frpjptt  to  ftnd  nadvea  Ijuui 
IbveigoersHo  iAAtrieay  ik^  aiea0«:e  on  that  aodoimt^^uidtfasit 
alone,  might  be  defended* 
Uri  Xr«-       Lord  Mtbami    As  1  aiii|uft  KstumM  from  IrdM^  whcfff 
*^^         I  have  attended  cdctfely  to  the  prococ^iaga  of  that  ParlMumftat^ 
it  may  be  expeded  frdfund^  feoihy  ftuaechii^-cni  the  ffekoa 
queftion.    I  .iball  AattioK  end^eairMr  «o  mm  ^  Houft^ 
whedier  the  hoteumUe  |rtttletiiaA  "uom  in  txly  ey^e^  (Ma 
Conolly]  aadkmeflfti>orortbatParliasiient/aa}9?ell  us  of  ^ia, 
haa  fgi^n  yot  a  tme  temuit  of  the  oonduft  of  igjawemfiMit 
thtire,  Kwi^  t»  ihe  ma(t^  now  before  you ;  -or^eibQr 
the  roHrtfentaticmtrf  It  by  the  .gentlemen  vwho  qf^poft  ^ 
tt^  honouoabk  .oneaab^r'a  laolktn  on^enoft  aoib»  r«lied 
on.    The  doul^t  eo  be  deaxed  up  is,  what  vfiLateidly  tiie 
meaning  of  government  there  in  the  raelTage  i^nc  to  both 
HoUfea  bf  Parlimilcnt^  The^woida  of  ihe  mtTfgt  1ta^  been 
alxeady  xtad  to  you,  and  JiHiaabieen  vei^  iagetfieuily^  tho^ 
fi)mevmt*tma|jl^<sq[Jhdtied,  by  (die  jgetfttaMd  of  d^trea-  . 
fnrywbmch  ;  but  ifae  lord  laeulmattt'S  Akfitiof  {"^o  at  9 
noUle  Loid  on  diatbendby^uMltQdker^aaKmen  «rtM>  bitet  mt, 
^aadaaivfiEaabMrLordfluphaTfidiekl  that^^^  ilvcUi«ew 
la  ahmya>oon&demd  jas  ttt^  natmilrr  in  tifli  dri^  Honfe  lof 
CommGMD  /dbarly  expvefied  'adad  inberpitetad  Ae  'meaning  of 
it;  nahMbwasy  akatdie  kifti.Parlmoaenc  A«(uUi«oi^at^ 
the  introdudng  into  that  cdu^try  4000  foreign  fcoidbMi, 
Hcffians  and iB;nmiWicbeBi^.  lobefaad't^  Groat  ^fintaiiK ;  an 
cOB&leratifiA  lof  iwhidi,  Iheyikould  amre  hfia  JMIsgc^  of 
^disir  ctadinftbtO'^aafi  40DQ  ntaof  tite  ti«Qpa  ontheirift 
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eftaUinimm&lbr  theifervkeisiAmerica^  to  be  UkewHe  p^U 
by  Gr^at  $ritma ;  and  it  was  expatiated  upon  by  l&im  and  all 
thpie  who'fpoke  on  the  fide  of  government,  how  advaa-^ 
tageous  fiicb  an  offer  mufl:  be,  which  provided  equally  for  the 
fafety  of  Ireland,  as  if  their  owa  troops  had  remained  in  k^ 
and  would  moreover  bring  80^000  pounds  oC  Englifli  money 
into  that  kingo?^    The  fpccch  was  anfwercd  by  a^drcffes 
from  both  ib^s— that  of  the  Lords  immediately  to  the 
King;,  that  of  the  Commons  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ;  in 
ful^ance  tbo  famt,  as  returning  thanks  for  the  offer,  but 
Tcfufing  the  ifttroduftion  of  the  foreign  troops^;    proving 
that  they  chi^  to  defend  their  country,  even  in  its  preient 
precarious  fituation,  by  the  exertion  of  their  own  efforts,  ra- 
ther tfean  to  adopt  fo  unconftitutional  and  dangeroua  a  mea^ 
ftire  ;  which  fentinaent  of  theirs  certainly  did  them  honour : 
bat  at  the  fame  time  they  confentod  by  addrefs,  to  fend  ta 
Axnerica  the  4000  additicMial  troop»  recjuefted  of  theory  boA 
Houfes  underftanding,  however,  (:as  it  is  well  known)  diait 
aa  a£t  fiuHild  be  paited  to  legalize  the  terms  of  the  fadd  ad- 
drcf^  03  ibfi  ciQwn  had  pi:ecluded  itifelf  by  a£t  of  ParUament 
from  the.po^r  <^  fending  more  than  about  3}cx)  men  out  of 
that  kix^dopv  which  number  it  had  already  eveaM.    A  biB 
waA  accor/iing)y  broi4g^  in,    wherein   wore  infeited  two 
cla^fes  ddfifubt^  to  eifed  that  purpofe  ;  but  to  the  afioniih^ 
jneat  of  ifyi  pmblky  A<^e  claufes  Were  thrown  0fii^  in  £1^ 
laad ;  aod  w  9£^  was-agpM  pafled^  barring  the  crown  fmn 
the  power  o£  fending  any  more  troopt  abroad  than  would         ' 
leave  ia,QOO  mea  on  that  eftabHfhcdent  for  the  defence  of 
Ireland^  andcc^iieqpi^tly  the  etfeft  of  the  addrefles  of  both 
Houfet  was  thereby  dcftrqycd,  whilft  at  that  very  time  go^ 
vermne^t  declared  its  reibiuuon  ta  iend  thofe  4000  tnen  to 
America,  in  conformity  to  the  addrefles  of  both  Houfes;  aod 
£giufied^  that  they  did  not  confide?  the  crown  as  bound  by 
the  2^  to  wlUkh  the  royal  affent  has.  yaSi  been  given,  to  ke^p 
I  a,ooa  flMnin  tint  kic^dom,  under  pretence  of  its  not  being 
iXk  the  maSing  pfirtf.  thou^  in  the  ftwmtbk  of  the  aft  :  but 
whoever  r^^it^  wUl  find  that€ompa£k  not  only  in  the  pre-   > 
aiid>k^  but  ^ot  ^  iUidly  tied  to  that  plot  of  the  zQi  which. 
Srama  ^.  feb6dy>  (b^mg^  abont;  450^000  pounds)  that  if  the 
erosw^  ir  n0(  bomid  thereby^  above  two-*diirdi  of  the  concef^ 
iions  focmtbo^rrown  to  die  fubjefi  by  a  A  of  Parliament  fince 
nfagna>ck0fni*,  wiU  fall  to  the  ground,  and  the  crown  has  fbiv 
fcitoditti^^.  to  thofe  ftd)fidi68»  I  reoMmber  upon  this  being 
^imed  at  by:  fome  mmiKx$  of  the  LaSh  P  vliamcnt^  too  fan^ 
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gumcfor  ffovernmcnt,  the  la^^  fcrvants  of  the  crown  (men  of 
the  greateft  abilities)   avoided  ftanding  on  that  ground.    As 
^   to  the  prcfcnt  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  of  whom  many  hand- 
ibmc  things  have  been  faid  by  gentlemen  on  both  fides  of  the 
Houfe ;  thofe  qualities  mentioned,   are,  I  apprehend,   rela- 
tive only  to  his  private  charafter,  which  merely  as  fuch  has, 
i  think,  good  ingredients  in  it :  but  we  don't  fit  here  to  dif- 
cxkk  private  charafters  ;  his  minifterial  and  public  one  is  what 
vre  arc  to  confidcr,  and  I  will  fpeak  out-— the  talents  and 
abilities  of  that  mmifter  of  the  crown,  are  by  no  means  equal 
to  his  ftatkm.     Two  millions  and  a  half  of  people  is  a  truft  of 
too  great  weight  for  him  to  fuftain ;  and  he  has  fufficiently 
-avowed  his  incapacity  to  govern  them,  by  delegating  all  his 
•power  to  his  fecretary.     To  conclude,  the  meafures  purfuing 
there,  being  illegal,  muft  difpjeafc  the  beft  and  foundefl  part 
•of  his  Majefty*s  Tubjcfts ;  and  though  for  certain  purpofes  the 
miniftry  have  this  day  fpoken  very  advantagebiifly  of  Ireland, 
•ihould  they  go  on  in  afting  as  they  do,  they  will  meet  with 
■thfe  united  efforts  of  that  country  in  oppofition  to  their  at- 
tempts; and  then,  inftcad  of  panegyric,  they  will  call  out 
to  this  Houfe  ior  rejhrairtin^  and  incapacitating  \A\[%y  to  punifh 
that  kingdom  as  they  have  done  America.     Let  me  therefore 
Tccommcnd  to  the  noble  Lord  now  at  the  helm,   to  attend 
whilfl  it  is  time  to  that  alarmed  part  of  his  Majefty's  mod 
-affeftionate  fiibjefts,  and  to  forgive  me  if  I  heartily  intreat 
him  to  apply  bi&utmoft  care  to  redify  the  errors  of  govern- 
ment \ti  that  kingdom.     In  the  prefcnt  cafe  now  before  us, 
the  conduct  of  adminiftration,  relative  to  4!be  mefiage  from 
Lord  Harcourt  to  the  Irifh  Parliament,  has  been  unoonftitu- 
tional  and  highly  blameable.*    I  am  therefore  to  thank  the 
'right  honourable  gentleman  for  the.  motion^  and  tx>  expreis 
my  hearty  concurrence  in  it.        ^ 
Mr.  F6X.        Mr.  Fox  obferved,  as  the  adminiftrations  of  bodi  king- 
'doms  wci*e  totally  unconncfted,  fo  was  every  individual  who 
compofed  them.     No  two  of  the  confidential  (ervants  of  the 
crown  who  fpoke,  agreed  in  a  fingle  fehtirheftt.     Some  al- 
lowed the  mcffagcto  import  what  was  ftated  in  the  com- 
plaint ;  others  acceded  to  a  part,  while  a  third  was  £>  OKxkft 
as  to  contend,  in  defiance  of  every  rule  of  rational  and  ob- 
vious conftruft ion,  that  the  menage  meant  the  tcvcrfe  of 
•what,  in  the  very  face  of  h,  it  manifeftly  intended :  but  in 
this  diverfity  of  opinion,  there  was  one  thing  too  curious 
to  pafs  unnoticed,  that  was- the  language  ufed  by  two  or 
thiee  members  of  adminiftration,  whiclv  was  d^fcribing  the 
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mioifter  of  the  Houfc  of  Comtobiis  ii>  Ireland,  aiid  this 
Speaker,  under  the  undefined- terms  of  one  Edmund  Sexlon 
Pcrij,  and  one  Sir  J<An  Blaqui€«^.  - 

Mr.  Atonuy  General  faid,  the  motion  was  a  party  f<iuib^  iiot  ^''"^ 
worth  attendi«5  to  }  and  that  the  preamble  to  an  Irilh  aft  oi  '^ 
Parliament  did  not  bind  the  PirltaiiOent  of  Great  Britaiiw 
•   Governor  Jobnflotti  faid^r'the  miniftcrs^  here  throw  ktt'tfetf  J^«^-  7«*»* 
the  blame  upon  the  minifters  in  Irdand.  '        ^'^* 

Lord  Ncrihy  gave  a  great  encomium  on  the  adf^inHhration  Ld.  Nmh. 
of  Ireland,  fince  the  appointment  of  the  prefent  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant; obferving,  that  no  better  proof  could  be  given  of 
it,  than  that  it  was  attended  with  uncommon  fuccdi;    ': 

Mr.  ConoUy  obferved,  it  was  no  wonder  the  government  of  Mr.  CMSjr. 
that  kingdom  fliould  be  attended  with  iuccefs,  when.a6^o6ol. 
had  been  raifed  on  a  rained  impovcrilhed  country.  [Here 
he  was  proceeding  to  fhcw  how  unable  the  Irifli.were  to  bear 
fuch  a  burden ;  and  to  give  a  detail  of  the  peniions  that  had 
beoi  lately  granted,  the  places  that  had  been  newly  created, 
and  the  various  means  that  had  been  employed  to  influence 
.  and  corrupt  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  people,  when  he  was 
interrupted  by  Lord  North,  as  applying  to  matters  not',  at  all 
xtlatit^  to  the  fubjeft  of  the  prefent  debate.] 

Mr.  Fox  iniifted,  that  the  matter  ilated  by  his  honourable  Mr.  Fm* 
relation  was  perfeftly  within  order ;  that  it  grew  direfti y  out 
of  the  fubjeft  of  debate ;  and  that  if  his  Lordfhip  appealed  to 
the  fuccefs  of.  adminiftration  in  Ireland,  as  a'  proof  of  the 
wifdom  or  mildnefs  of  the  government  there,  it  was  no  left 
fair  in  argument,  than  confonant  to  orxier,  tolhewithe  true 
cauies  of  this  boafted  fuccefs.  [Here  the  altercation  was.  put 
an  end  to,  by  the  queftion  being  called  for.]  .  The  ^uef- 
tion  was  put  on  Mr.  Townfhend's  motion  for  a  commit- 
tee.. The  Houfe  divided  ;  for  the  motion  106,  againft  it  224. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion  being  put,  that  the 
votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  printed  by  the 
order  of  the  Speaker  of  that  Houfe,  of  the  dates  of  the  23d, 
28th,  and  29di  of  November,  and  the  25th  of  December  laft, 
laft,  be  delivered  in  at  the  table  and  read ;  it  pafied  in  the  ne* 
gative. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  the  queftion  being  propofed,  that 
it  is  hi^y  derogatory  to  the  honour,  and  a  vident  breach  of 
the  privileges,  of  this  Houfe,  and  a  dangerous  infringement  of 
the  confiitution,  for  any  perfon  whatever  to  prefume  to  pledge 
kis  Majefty's  royal  word  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  the  Par* 
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Hmneati  of  IrdAad^  ^<  Tl»i  ^jjy  part  of  t|e  tiioop*  i¥f»  *(» 
cikbiyUhmMt  oS  ^  mi^gA^m  ihall^  wqa  beia^  (gut.  oift  €>f 
that  kingdom,  become  a  qWge  upon  Ore^t  B^Kain^*^  w^- 
«iit  tte  c^nfeal  <>f  tWs,  Hooiiil ;  pr/for  ^y  perfon  tp.  p];^f«yne 
10  oSkl  %0t  tb^Ho^e  of  Comiaonii  of  tlio  ParUa^^^t  o^f  Ire- 
land^  viAoilt  ^  ^onfent  oif  thi»Ho«iey  <^  TlvMt<  fudi  na^^ 
tJU)mLtrQopA»  fo  ftnt  put  of  ^elaii^  th^JX  be  replied  by  fo- 
reign troops,  at  the  exp^nc^  of  Great  Brkaiix  ;^'>Alkdtjpu9  <]ue^ 
^ofl^Higpiii%  tk^tthft  ^if^ftion  benoKrimt,  u  puffed  in  the 
AQgaiiy^*   ^ 

Februmty  *6. 
Nqi  a  fuffioieat  nninlper  of  meoibers.  for  a  ballot. 

Bebruflryi  17. 
Nodiing  done.    Adjourned  to  the  1 9th. 

FAruary  1.9. 
No  ddbate. 

Fthruary.  lO* 
Sir.  F«x.  Mi.  JFojr  faid,  he  fhonld  not  tre4pa&  on  the  patience  and 
good  ibnfe  of  die  Houfe,  in  recapitulating  th^  cauTo.  of  the 
prefeot  unhappy  difputeft  with  Ameffkai.  Kb  fliouUnot  de^ 
tejopejthat  fyftem,  yiience  the  oMafiu-es  novi(  caaoy^ing  on 
were  fuppofed  to,ocq;inatQ.  He  ibould  forbear  to  aotipiadvert 
upon  a  fyftem,  that  in  its  pcinciplfia,  compfcsuqn,  and 
eYer)(  ooafiitufint  party  gaye  the  fulleft  and  Okoft  iMqiu^vocal 
poooft  tfaa|}  itt ultimate  ddign  wa^  thq  totaLdeftrud:ion  of  tho 
€ODftitutioa.Qf  this  frae  form  of  goyernment.  Theib  weno 
4CBution&  that  mig^  be  diiputed^  Peoplc^  wiio  had^  ov  pei> 
kaps  had  not  the.  befE  opinioQ  06  the  abilities  of^  tho&  in 
povfcr,  nng^  have  a  con£klencQ  diat  tlii^y  intended  aoiJun^ 
iXL  Othors,  though  they  difapproyedcoC  their  ^i^erai  oook 
dufi^  might  either  think  them  die  dupes  of  theic  fcccoC  ijipn 
DortexB ;  and  ^vea  fnch.  a«  though^  the  moft.  indif&rant  ofi 
them/WDuld  be  difpofixd  to.  look,  ujpoathem  rather  a^togls, 
ihan  an-aign  dbentaa  pdncipalB  in  u>  unoatuiial  ands  hooicfca 
<y3ofpijacy  againft  the  bb^itiea  o£  dieir  country.  But  whaft 
jpightbethe  fecretde%nB  of  ajunto^  or  the.vonalralaanty: 
o£  the.  defpicahlr.cyphers  tfae^  emplojredi  to  efe£b  tileijc*tpu«- 
teious  purpofes,  was,  he  faid,  to  be  ho  part  of  tlie  fubjfiSl 
of  enqulcy  tbisdiiTb  He  did  not  meaiito  tease  or-  in&ilt 
tihc  Heufe  with  iak  fupnizes^  withi  floating  vague  fn^in 
oonsy  leading  ta  partial  dcdnft|on&  ot  fpeculativ^-  charges^ 
eopceifredandipuaoutofibisoiKnlMfiin.;  but  wifhed:ti>  draw 
aheit:  atteaaion  to  certain,  well  known,  iadifputable,  imcoati 
fppfitable  faCts^-  His  propoihd  enc][uiry  would  not  be  dioefted 
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to  afcertain  tke  rights  of  Great-Britain,  or  the  iubordinate 
claims  of  America,  to  explain  the  conftitutional  connexion 
between  taxation  and  reprefentation ;  what  was  rebellion,  or 
yfh^  legal  refiftafice ;  whether  all  America  ought  to  haye 
beeib  j[>vBiilled  and  profcribed  for  the  intemperate  zeal  or  dif- 
obedience  of  a  Lofton  mob.    He  did  not  even  mean  to  diipute 
€>r  <ofitit>vert  ike  expediency ;  nor  in  fliort,  a  fingle  nodni* 
^^rial  gtoBnd;  on  which  the  pre&nt  meafureg  refpeftii^ 
•Alncrica  trctt^  t^kea  wpi   purfne<i,.  and  defended.     Thofe 
wfcre.ail,  for  this  day  at  ieaf^^  to  be  abfolufely  laid   aiide. 
FjDF  argvunent  fak^  he  would  adlow,  that  adminiftration  had 
:ld;ed  perftsdly  right  (  but  ^hile  he  granted  this,  he  would 
take  9p  the  n^atter  from  the  very  infi^t  admini^ration  had 
agreed  up4)n  a  jrilan.o/  coercion.     This  aera  he  fixoi  at  die 
^irae  the  tninifter  firft  propofed  certain  refolutions  to  the 
Houfe  in  February  1774,  as  a  ground  of  complaint,  and 
f(Edl0W6d    it  with  the  famous  Bofton  port-bill,     tie  dien 
enteted  isito  ail  hiftoricai  detail  of  tjhe  meaas  employed  tp 
tarty  this  pl^  ef.  ^)ercioh  into  effect,  in  which  he  painted 
in  the  ftiroi^eft  colours,  and  held  to  view  in  the  moft  flriL- 
iil^  i^tBj  {ndk  ft  fcene  of  foUy  ifi  the  cabinet^  iervile  ac- 
qmeicence  in  Par}iameflt^  and  miicondu£t  and  .ignorance  ia 
office  Md  the  fleld^  fts  never  before^  he  faid,  diigrac^  thik 
nation,  or  indeed  afty  other.     He  added,  that  our  minifteis 
wiitM  boA.wifilo^  .and  integrity,  4>i|r  Parliaments  piriblic 
^irit  and  difccrnm^t ;  and  th^t  our  commanders  by  fea  and 
land^  iteie  eidier  dcjficient  in  a^lities,  or  which  was  the  moft 
prbUHe,.  had  aAed  under  orders  tha^  prevented  thenl  ftaai 
executtne  the  gefm  6hje(ks  of  their  command.  .No  mMn  could 
iay  but  ^ere  had  be^^oDpiiiiianag^ent  and  i^ifcondua  Comc^ 
Ivhere^  It  Was  the  ^kief  objeA  of  his  intended  nibtic^n^  to  gaiii 
that  fpecies  of  information,  which  might  be  the  means  o^ 
dikpt^ng  ^  trnt  czt^tt  of  both.    PobUc  jdtice  demamd- 
ed  fuch  ad  enquiry.    The  individu^  on  wKom  tbe  obloquy 
rcf^i  ^ere  eiltitled  to  be  heard  in  their  own  defence.    To 
withold  die  infoiBiailiOn  .Aeceflkry  to  dieir  juftificadon^ 
would  be  aa.iftltili:  to  the  aa^on,  as  wdl  a$  an  aft  of  private 
]i9«fti€6i    Nolle  hot  theguil^  could  wiA  to  evade  it.    Ho 
flkanirt  feldior  or  fail^,  b^  his  rank  ever  fo  iiig^'  was  furc 
MF  Im  hommt  t  £ngle  minute^  ,i(  l^e  was  to  be  buri^ 
under  pulblic  difgrace,  in  order  to  (hield,  prpteoi^  or  palliate^ 
fbe  bhudera  auft  incaftecifty  of  others.  ,If  the  mamfters  had 
pUmnisd  with  #ifii0im  aiid  pfopcfrtioned  $he  foros  to  ^^ej^** 
viee :  if  dte  greit  otbc^n  iQ  the  feveial  efficient  depaitments. 
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had  done  all  that  depended  on  them,  ably  and  feithftilly, 
then  it  was  plain,  that  the  whole  of  the  mifcarriages  that  have 
happened  may  be  dcfcrvedly  imputed  to  our  naval  and  tnili- 
tary  tommanders.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  latter  aojMtted 
themfdves  according  to  their  inftruftiom,  and  earned  on 
their  operations  in  proportion  to  the  force,  it  was   no  Icfe 

•  plain,  that  the  caufe  of  all  tlie  difgraces  the  Britifti  arms  hivfe 
"  fufFeted,  arofc  from  ignorance  in  thofc  who  planned,  and  in- 
capacity and  want  of  mtegrity  in  thofeto  whom  the  carrying 

•  them  into  execution  was  m  the  firft  inftance  entnifted.     Ffc 
'  then  recapitulated  a  great  many  circumftances  to  provfe  his 

general  allegations,  and  entered  into  \ht  cohduft  of  adnii* 
niftfation  relpefting  Canada,  and  repeated  feveral  argtinients 
nfed  at  the  time  of  the  paffing  of  the  Quebec  aft,  pfedift- 
irtg  what  has  fince  literally  happened.  He  concluded  by  mak- 
ing the  following  motion  : 

Thar  it  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to  enquire  into  dife 
caufts  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty*s  arms  in  Worth-Ame- 
rica, as  alfo  into  the  caufcs  of  the  defeftion  of  the  people  of 
the  province  of  Quebec; 

Lord  OJhry,.  Lord  Offvry  Seconded  -the  motion,  and  faid,  he  could  "not 
perceive  how  any  member  in  that  Houfc,  who  was  uiicon- 
ncfted  with  the  miniftry,  and  at  the -farac  time  wifhed  Aic- 
cefs  fb  ihfe  AmericaiTwar,  could  be  againft  it.       ' 

Lord  Clan.  '  Lord* CTb'^  quoted "thc  {i)eech  from  the  throne.  He  in- 
fiffed,'. that' was  oriWydox,  and  ought  not  to  be  qu^ftion- 
cd,"^  particularly  as '^o^hihg  material  had  happened  fince, 
"Whifcn"  could  induce  th^'  Houfe  to  alter  its  opinion.  He  in- 
liftcdthat  the  rtieaftire  ^fpefting  the  Hanover  troops, 


pcifeftty  jtjftifiablc,  -and  that  the  plea  of  ncccffity  wsfe  never 

netterfounjed  than  on' that  occanon.     His  lordlhip  moved 

the  previous  quiftiori: ' 
Rt.  Hon.        Right  honourable  71^  Tvtvnjhend  faid,  that  the  prefent  mo- 
A*iS^*'    tion'wodd  be  a  true  teft  of  what  might  hereafter  be  expe£k-& 
■^ '  '         cd  from  them ;  for  iT  they  oppofed  it,  it  would  fairly  provej 

that'ln'fmothering  the  enquiry,  they  intended  to  cover  tkem-^' 

felves  ftomJ)ublic  difgrace,  by  a  vote  of  that  Houfe. 
LordAiif/-       Lord  Amigrave  defended  the  naval 'operations:  He  con- 
grsvc.       tended,  that  the  war  was  jtift  and  coiiftitutional ;  that  it  wa« 

welt  condufted,  and  predi£M  that  it  wotdd  be  happily  and 

glorioufly  terminated. 
Hon.  Mr.        Honourable  Mr.  Fitzpatrlek  replied  to  his  Lordfliip,  and 
Fiftefdtrkk.  remarked,  though  every  thing  he  faid  was  wcU  founded,  the 

conclttfions  he  drew  by  ao  means  followed.    He  iitfifted, :  that 

the 
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the  whole  of  the  American  bufinef$,  from  the  very  beginning, 
had  been  planned  in  abfurdity^  accompanied  by  negligence, 
and  executed  in  a  manner  which  evidenced  the  very  cxccfs  erf 
ignorance,  incapacity,  and  miiconduft.  That  the  Houfe  were 
called  upon  by  the  whole  nation,  and  in  vindication  of  their 
own  honour ;  to  exaft  an  account  from  the  fervants  of  the 

xrrown,  of  the  caufes  of  the  mifmanagement  of  the  American ,     :.i 

war,  and  to  bring  the  authors  to  condiCT  punilhinent,  or' at 
leaft  to  difmifs  them,  as  no  longer  wormy  of  diicharging  the 
high  and  important  trufts  delegated  to  thetn. 

Sir  GUhert  Elliot  faid,  th^t  the  troubles  now  iubiifting  in  ^'^pu^ert 
America  are  of  much  a  longer  ftanding,  though  they  had  not  ^'^'•'* 
aflumed  the  prefent  form,  than  the  honouraUe  gentlemen  who 
fpoke  on  the  other  iide  fuppofed,  for  they  commenced  ten 
years  ago.     He  infifted,  that  if  fuch  an  enquiry  were  at  all 
proper,  this  was  not  the  time.     Several  perfons,  who  would  be 
the  ful^eft,  as  well  as  diofe  whom  it  would  be  proper  to  exa^*- 
mine  in  order  toprocnre  information,  were  at  {nefent  on  .their 
proper  ftations  in  America ;  and  others  that  are  net  employed^ 
arc  not  yet  returned  home.     Taking  it  either  way  then,  if  iie 
enquiry  ought  to  be  gone  into,  there  was  an  end  of  the  mo* 
tion;     If  there  ought  to  be  an  enquiry,  the  fHreient  motion 
was  premature,  neither  the  patties  chained,  nor  thoie  that  * 
could  properly  give  the  necellary  information^  being  on  the-.       .     ^ 

fpot.  -    .  : 

Mr.  jyempjiar  MAf  he  wasforry  to  fee  fuch  a  difpo&don  in  Mr.  Dm^ 
adminiftration  to  ftifle  and  quajQb  all  enquiry.  -  It  looked  as-^if^^* 
they  wanted  to  conceal  fomething  they  were  both  afraid  and 
alhamed  ihould  be  brought  to  light.  He,  therefore,  if  mi- 
niftry  were  not  determined  to  confirm  all  the  fufpicions  that 
had. been  entertained  of  them,  both  within  and  without 
doors,  ^oi^t  it  was  their  intereft,  as  it  was  their  duty,  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  exculpate  themfelves,  for  he  could 
afiure  them,  however  fure  they  might  be  of  a  majority,  ibme 
of  their  beft  friends  b^n  to  doubt  the  truth  of  their  af- 
furances,  and  the  poffibility  of  carrying  their  plans  into  exe- 
cntion.  He  then  turned,  and^ook  a  mort  view  of  the  Que*- 
bee  bill,  and  concluded  by  fdemnly  averring,  that  in  his  opi-^ 
nion,  no  Turkilh  emperor  ever  fent  a  more  arbitrary  and  op- 
preffive  mandate,  by  a  favourite  baihaw,  to  a  diftant  pro^ 
vince,  than  that  bill  was,  with  die  inftru£tions  to  the  gover*' 
nor,  which  accompanied  it. 

Rig^t  honourable  fVAore  Eliis  faid,  that  gentle  moderate  Rt.  Hon. 
incaftits  were  unhappily  purfucd,  when  the  fituation  of  Ame-?  ^'^^<»'''  -£/- 
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rka  railed  fbr the  i^oft  ftrong  aild  iflectfivew  Th'aiA  God^  ffiys 
be^  this  midden  fyftem  is  now  at  an  end  s  A  powerful  fleec, 
ftiiid  m  p^vmfol  ^mj^  air  noW  goiiwout^  and  I  have  not  the 
itij^ti^  doulA  Ant  they  #ili  be  liiffiqient  to  crufii  the  rebel- 
iiMn  Amerioani^  and  bring  tiiem  feack  to  a  proper  (ehfe  of 
dltit  duty^ 

Mr.  Adam.  .Mr«  Aduk  &id  diere  had  been  vefy  (hameful  nsgled  ibme- 
Wbcre ;  that  for  that  reafen^  he  ihtnild  be  willing  to  go  into 
ikt  enqmtf  ^  ibnd  trade  it  to  its  ibureek  Tha(t  oiihet  we  ktici^ 
America  was  prepanttg,  iai  laited  tB  nutke  the  neoelTftiy  pre- 
pjantti«)hi^  t>r  wem  pi^ty  of  tei^  drimin^l  hogU^hee^  in 
not  prdGurifig  proper  mfbintatitim  This  he  iiqitinced  in  Ac 
Want  tif  tiMif^jl  for  tiatt  tean^of ts  whinth  £ul«d  cSu-ly  in  ttie 
autumn* 

Mr.  Hty.  Mr.  jWy,  chief  jurflicfc  t>f  Qutbcc^  irfcnt  iito  a  defence 
fif  tbc  Qpebea  bill  (  ^airt  afi  hiftorical  account  of  tiie  place 
and  people^  thcif  iilaiuiei^,  lEiiftom^,  and  difpc^ioti }  faid  he 
kn0W  thtm  wall^  ^  he  had  liTed  among  them  M  upwards  of 
ftrcn  yoars }  ami  by  all  he  donid  eter  leam^  the  ptaok  of 
Galiadft  tit^r  wiflltd  ntir  tfMBtbd  that  thb  Pariianient  ihoald 
contfoal  tft  itf^btvntaA  the  King's  goverorfient  df  ihat  conn* 
try^  HithenmadtanBiRiiaiiimoAOeiidralOartetdi;  wiio^ 
Ite  faid^  had  not  been  |9rapetty  (iip[x>rted  nmm  hence* 

OoT>  y^hh'     Gutvamof  jBbttfhfm  dbfeYred^  that  ftme  ^ntlenien  oh  the 

/•*••  other  lide  had  infiftcd,  if  an  enquiry  was  at  all  pro^^  it 

woaid  be  at  the  end  of  a^v^ar^  ikyt  tte  Iie^bfting ;  (6f  hri  ^art 
he  watdf  ot^nion  the  tdtiiei^  the  bcfttdr  j  nay^  indfied^  the 
fifft  tnoitient  Aat  the  fitriatism  tii  nSkiH  caiied  for  it ;  and  he 
could  n0t  atoid  being  for  it,  flioag^  no  otittf  notit*^  (ipciated 
ta  him  b«t  the  dttttan  -tctaftande  &ewn  tiy  ferend  gentle^ 
neii ;  foi*  where  there  wxi  no  g^ill  or  eohfcteus  incapacityi 
there  no  lei^s  ccmld  arife  i  faid^  if  dt)  enquiriei  had  been  fet 
M  foot^  bodi  ki  thd  beginning  and  middle  of  wsan,  probably 
dtt  two  kift  wotfid  not  hftye  enddd  fe  fuecefsfnly^  This  he 
ftftwed  in  the  inftancei  of  Leftook,  Matthews^  Bytigy  tea  It 
19m  tme,  mimfter^  alwi^s  tretnbled  at  enqsnrite^  they  wer^ 
^n^y  lltal  t»  dieir  pt^et ;  (&  it  happened  at  hMh  the  pe-^ 
jimk  alladdd  tt>,  and  that  this  a^her  rdaibn  wHy  he  Wa^  M 
the  tiiotion )  for  ke  was  ftGif  e  the  preient  miaiftify  \lere  as  va^ 
6^1  to  Ott  tsfk  of  makf Kig  war^  as  they  wete  iiacapabl^  of 
pfoecrrim;  gotxi  taikm  of  peace  or  coneiliation }  ih6  under-" 
taking  was  too  ponderous  and  unwieldty  for  tibem.  He  men- 
tioned hofd  North^s  attempt  to  xieg^httewkh  die  American 
eofigrcf^^  and  the  contempt  with  which  hf9  dffin:  was  treated ; 
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fUting  tlur  6ift  bom  td^  ji9^9id  of  th^  coxiigrcf^,  (x)hU0x<4  hf 
thffir  owB  authority. 

Lord  N^th,  di&iowed  W ;  decbrcdl  k»  iMtd  Bovf f,  direAly  Urd  iv«rr5. 
nor  indiroAly^  commupicat^d,  npr  cauftd  to-bM^  ewiiiraQi^ 
cated^  aay  IdtAor  or  pAi«r>  ^  &f  coagceisc    Hq  adbnitt^  titt 
paper  ppUifhcd  U  tbo  joiunal  o(  the  cmgrojl^  cpalauvyt  hb 
jbntunen^  biift  that  una  aUL 

General  Burgoyne  defended  the  operatJoo*  df  wa*  ilk  hjBU^  Ceneni 
rica.  '"'«^"'- 

Mr.  Crugm.  Thi»  hononrakk  geo^eofMi  wIm  o|ra«d  tlus  Mr.  Cnr^. 
debate^  ba6  i^kea  fo  Ikdiy  a&d  elocpeRtly  to  OTety  pait  of 
the  queftion,  thafi  any  dung  farther  in  fi:kpix>rt  of  thia  ivotien 
may  appeas  unneceilafry.  Bnhk^  ^^  wkan  a  fiMijeft  of  ib 
ouidi  imponaoce  u  bofoce  the  Hodw^  it  bckovosievexy  maA 
to  lay  afiJA  due  idibrYe  of  cjiffidence,  aind  cxprdd  hia  fentift 
meets,  with,  freedom  and  candouff. 

If  tbfiie  is  any  pointi  in  ivibida  A«>dtfeftnt  ittbevefla  of  iii» 
Houfe  fiionld:  uaito^  it  miafb  be  in  a  coayiAion  of  ^e  neesf^ 
£ty  and  expediency  of  Qn<)iiuffing  infio.  the*  camifes  of  tbe  prdfom: 
aJanx^og' ftate  of  public  aftuuis.  B^r  difooveiing  what  baa 
proYed  snanoiia  iadie  pa^.  WBina9^ka;<iit  at  leaft  to  avoid  the 
fame  pernicious  fteps  for  the  future.  If  their.  Dfafuro^hawo 
been  cooduded  widi  jlafficeand  pnadbnce^  ^ua  a  duty  #l|ich 
adnuniftration  owe  to  their  chaoEsifibps,.  to>  di&ziv^  by  ftfoeo 
exam^natioD^  that  cenfnce  on  thnk  conduft  wbkh  me^,  p^ 
fibly  ari&  from  ignorance.  But  if  dk«]!»  love  d^cknpTs.patiMr 
than  li^btv  ^  becaufb  their  deeda  are  evil,^  \jt  becofl»efr  ibff 
guardians^of  the  nation  to  drag  their  vmbsmivn^  into  opm 
day,  ajide:qpo£i  dianiy  with  all  lheijrdsfoniiit»K9i^  to  pubbif 
iaveftigatiof]^ 

I£  fuch  an  enquiry  was  cvxt  neqpftr^^  A»  pft'efent  time^  den 
maodfi  iju.  If  we  look  to  the  paft^  ^^i^'  unifocm^traia-of  di(* 
appointments  and  mi3ibrtuae&  crowd:  dio*  view  :  if  to  tb» 
fature,  ai  gloomy  pn»ipe£fc  oC  encreafiiigt  nu&ntes^.  fromi  a 
coQtiouance  of  the  faoio  left^-haodock  polifi^  ancfa  iU*projeded 
meafanes.  ... 

We  3^  in^x>b«d  in  a  war,  ih  which  fii^cpfi  itfejf  wilt  bo 
TQinous.  Thc«calDni6s^  a»  if  anijEBaM^  w»ri%  ono.  ft>ul9  are 
detenmnod  ta  porifh  oo  be  free.  Wis  sirer  tald  thqy  mnft;  he 
fubduodv  We^ihall  iboft  bo  Galled:iiq)aa.tn:  inaks  ^w  tinm^ 
tions  b)»  force;  Evei^  thing  weam  diti  fsodof •  haA^pN||»- 
sanons;  aod^  a^if.  dtfappointmenti  cauUtcmilft  Q0ifi6d«Hy>^ 
we  are  u/gediti>.pinru»tho'fasBO  fiital^iBittfiiMsaSy.b^  acgWMPly 
drawn  firoi^i.  than  mifcaiariagek}  ^  Nhrhiqg^  'lasj  now  fittd^ 
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Will  fatisfy  America  but  independence;  that  die  people  of  that 
country  have  almoft  univerfally  taken  up  anns ;  they  aft  not 
only  on  the  defenfive,  but  have  endeavoured  to  deprive  you 
of  all  Canada  ;*  an  enquiry,  they  fay,  would  produce  a  fatal 
procraftination ;  the  urgency  and  neceifity  of  the  cafe  demand 
•and  juftify  immediate  vigour  and  execution.  Thefe  muft  be 
purfued,  or  the  government  of  the  colonies  furrcndered  to  an 
ambitious  congrefs." 

Such  are  the  reafons  advanced  to  preclude  enquiry,  and  to 
'  •'  procure  a  hafty  ac^uiefcence  in  fchemes  of  policy,  on  which 
the  fate  of  the  empire  fo  materially  depends.  By  fuch  ai^u- 
ments  as  thefe  our  jealoufy  is  excited,  and  our  relentment 
inflamed  againft  a  people,  who,  after  the  moil  earned  en- 
deavours to  preferve  their  liberties  from  invafion  by  petition 
and  remonftrance;  after  having  repeatedly  fubmitted  their 
complaints  (without  cfk&)  to  the  juftice  of  Parliament,  and 
laid  them  humbly  at  the  foot  of  the  Throne ;  after  beholding 
the  moft  formidable  preparations  to  diveft  them  of  their 
rights  by  the  fword  ;  after  finding  hoftilities  already  com-> 
menced  and  frefh  violences,  threatened,  have  taken  up  arms 
in  their  own  defence,  and  endeavoured  to  repel  deftruAive 
force  by  force. 

The  complexion  and  charader  of  their  prefent  oppoiition 
(whether  unjuft  or  honourable)  refts  not  on  their  prefent 
meafures,  but  arifes  from,  and  muft  be  weig&ed  by,  the 
caufes,  which  have  made  fuch  a  condufb  and  fuch  meafures' 
neceflary.  A  free  and  impartial  enquiry,  therefore,  into 
the  leading  and  primary  caufes,  is  indifpenfibly  neceffary  to  a 
juft  decifion  of  the  cafe.  If  dieir  claims  of  exemption  from 
Parliamentary  taxation  are  founded  in  equity  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  conftitution ;  if  they  have  been  driven  by  a 
wanton,  cruel,  and  impolitic  attack  on  tlieir  privileges  to 
their  prefent  defperate  defence ;  then,  the  whole  guilt  and 
cenfure  is  chargeable  on  thofe,  and  thofe  alone,  whofeambi- 
tion  and  ilUdirefted  meafures  have  forced  them  to  thefe  ex- 
tremities. Thus,  alfo,  if  a  form  of  government  is  introdu* 
ted  into  Canada,  (breathing  little  of  the  fpirit  of  Englifh  li- 
berty) and  intending  to  link  the  Canadians  to  the  chain  of 
minifterial  influence  ;  if  they  fcrupled  not  to  make  a  religion, 
which  has  fo  often  deluged  Europe  with  blood,  an  engine  of 
their  deipotifm  to  crofh  die  Proteftant  colonies ;  if  every  ar* 
tifice  was  ufed  to  feduce  and  employ  a  fervile,  bigoted  people 
to  fiibvert  the  liberties  of  America,  can  we  wonder,  can  we 
complain,  if  the  colonifts  wifely  diverted  the  ftorm^  and  fecur- 
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td  a  country  tothpir  own  alliance,  tlie  flrength  and  arms  of 
which  were  avowedly  to  bedirefted  to  their  deftruftion  ? 

When  what  was  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives— thdir  li- 
berties, were  at  ftakc ;  when  their  oppofition  to  government 
reached  no  higher  than  petition  and  refolvcs,  then  they  were  , 
fti^atized  with  want  of  courage.  Every  method  was  taken 
to  irritate  them.  Infults  on  their  charaftet  as  a  people  were 
added  to  encroachments  on  their  rights  as  citizens.  The 
pencil  of  confident  oppreffion  defcribed  them  as  a  herd  of 
pulillanimous  wretches,  whom  the  appearance  of  martial 
array  w6uld  terrify  into  fubmiflion.  Hew  un'uft,  how  im- 
politic, to  reduce  men  to  the  miferable  alternative  of  being  ' 
branded  with  the  epithet  of  cowards,  or  of  taking  up  arms  to 
vindicate  their  injured  honour  and  liberties ;  firft  to  compel 
them  to  rcfiftence,  and  then  derive  arguments  of  their  guilt 
from  their  vigour,  courage,  and  fuccels.  How  contemptible 
the  caufe  which  ^^eads  the  misfortunes  it  has  oCcaiioned,  as 
rcafons  for  its  fupport ! 

The  arguments  of  adminiftration,  flripped  of  ihcir  falfe 
colourings,  with  all  humility,  I  conceive  to  be  thefe :  "  We 
have  plunged  Great-Britain  into  a  moft  expenfive  and  ruinous 
conteft  with  her  colonies  ;  we  have  opened  the  door  for  end- 
lefs  animofities,  by  re\'K'ing  dilputed  queftions  and  claims 
which  Ihake  the  foundation  of  empire.  The  meafures  we 
have  purfued  have  increafed  the  ftorm,  and  multiplieil  the 
common  misfortunes.  We  have  joined  all  America  in  a  firm  ' 
league  againft  you.  Your  trade  has  been  impa'red ;  your 
fliips  infulted  and  taken.  We  have  loft  for  you  every  place 
of  flrength  or  importance  in  the  colonies;  and  have  left  you 
an  army  broken  by  ficknefs,  fatigue,  and  want,  and  now 
pcrifhing  undet  all  the  mortifications,  ignominy,  and  mife- 
riesof  an  inglorious  imprifonment.'*  Thefe,  fay  they,  "  ire 
our  pleas  for  fupport ;  thefe  are  th6  recommendations  of  our 
councils.  We  lay  before  you  the  mlfcarriages  and  evils 
which  our  paft  meafures  have  produced,  to  perfuade  )[Ou  to 
place  new  confidence  in  our  wifdpm,  and  to  give  more  liberal 
aid  to  our  judicious  fchemes  for  the  future." 

Thefe,  however,  ^re  not  the  only  bluftiing  honours  which 
deck  the  temples  of  adminiftration.  They  have  lately  dif- 
played  tlie  happy  art  of  drawing  arguments  in  their  favour, 
from  the  misfortunes  of  their  friends,  as  well  as  from  the 
fuccefs  of  their  enemies,  and  prove  that  diey  are  as  incapable 
of  gratitude  as  of  juftice.  When  eentlemer^  in  this  Houfe 
(influenced  by  tnotives  of  humanity)  recommended  an  cxccp- 
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tjonof  die  friends  pf  government  in  the  colonies  from  the 
rigours  of  the  late  prohibitory  bill,  adminiftration  fuJdenly 
changed  its  voice  ;  and  they  whojuft  before  had  boaftedthat 
a  majority  of  th^  Americans  were  friendly  to  their  caufc,  and 
only  waited  an  opportimitv  to  declare  it  with  fafcty,  now 

Eronounced,  that  no  diftin^ion  could  be  made,  for  that  they 
ad  prefervcd  at  bell  "  a  fliamefnl  neutrality,'*  anddefenrcd 
to  be  fubjeft  to  the  common  calamity  of  their  country.  This, 
was  the  liberal  reward  beftowed  on  men  who  efpoufed  their 
caufe  from  principle,  and  maintained  it  undaunted  and  un- 
fupported,  through  obloquy,  and  the  moft  imminent  danger  to 
their  fortunes,/  families,  and  lives, 

I  will  not  at  prefent  trefpafs  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfc, 
by  cnteiing  into  particulars,  but  I  cannot  forbear  faying,  the 
friends  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the  province  of  New- 
York,  did  not  deiei-ve  to  be  reproached  with  a  fhameful 
neutrality  ;  they  flood  forth,  and  oppofcd,  as  long  as  they 
were  able,  the  increaling  current  of  tumult  amTdiforder,  and 
expofed  themfelves,  by  their  endeavours  to  preferve  their 
colonial  conftitution,  to  the  refentment  and  vengeance  of  their 
incenfed  neighbours.     In  a  dutiful  manner  they  fubmittcd 
their  grievances  to  the  clemency  of  this  Houfe,  and  the  juf- 
tice  of  their  Sovereign.     I  need  not  infift  on   the  confe- 
cjuence.      I   (hall  not  dwell  on  the  contempt  with  which 
tlieir  zealous  advances  to  a  reconciliation  were  rejefted.    But 
this  I  muft  deiire,  all  thofe  who  declaim  on  their  ignomini- 
ous neutrality,  to  remember,  that  adminiftration  not  only 
neglcfted   to  aid  them'  with  a  force  fufficient  to   maintain 
their  oppofition  againft  the  zealots  in  their  own  province, 
and  the  united  powers  of  the  adjacent  colonies,  but  withdrew 
to  Bofton   the  few  troops  under  the  command  of   general 
Haldimand,  which  might  have  aflifted  in  preferving  order, 
and  the  freedom  and  impartiality  of  public  proceedings.    By 
fuch  means  the  colony  was  laid  open  to  incurfions  ;     many 
•  were  obliged  to  fccure  their  perfons  from  danger,  by  forfaking 
.their  friends  and  country,  and  leaving  their  property  at  the 
difcretion  of  their  enemies,  whilft  a  greater  number  waited, 
with  filent  patience,  under  every  affli^on,  for  the  vigorous 
proteftion  of  Great-Britain. 

Their  zealous  and  firm  adherence  to  their  principles,  crown 
tl?em  with  honour ;  that  they  have  not  been  fucccfsful,  that 
they  were  borne  down  by  the  fuperior  force  of  their  oppo- 
net8,  that  tliey  are  left  to  (hare  in  the  common  diftrefs  and 
common    pualHiments    of   their  unfortunate   countrymen, 

.btams 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A,  1776-  DEBATES.  337 

beams  no  lullrc,  however,  on  the  charaftcrs  of  thofe  by 
whom  they  were  ncgle£ted,  betrayed,  and  fecrificed. 

By  this  impolicy  (to  call  it  by  no  harfher  name)  the  com- 
xhand  and  management  of  the  key  and  main'fpring  of  Ame- 
rica, has  been  loft  to  this  country  ;  a  fpcedy  and  effeftual 
iccurity  of  which,  might  have  favcd  us  from  tlic  prfeient 
gloomy  profpeft  of  inteftinc  carnage  and  accumulating  mi- 
Icry.  Surely,  the  rcprcfentativc  body  of  the  nation  are 
bound  in  duty  to  their  conftituents,  to  examine  the  reafons 
of  fuch  negleA  and  mifcondufi ;  and  they  in  particular,  who 
are  the  afferters  of  parliamentary  Supremacy,  are  concerned  lo 
enquire  why  fo  effeftual  a  method  of  weakening  the  oppo- 
fition  in  America,  and  fupporting  their  own  adherents,  has 
been  totally  omitted. 

But  there  is  no  neceffity  of  dwelling  on  tliis  circumftance, 
to  prove  the  obligations  this  country  is  under  to  minifters ; 
difappointment  and  dierace  have  marked  all  their  meafures^ 
and,  as  if  miracles  had  been  wrought  to  ftrike  convi£tion  on 
this  Houfe,  they  have  not  once  even  blundered  into  fuccefs. 
It  may  therefore,  reafbnably  be  hoped,  that  before  we  blindly 
follow  any  farther,  we  may  not  only  contemplate  our  pre- 
sent fituation,  and  the  ground  we  have  already  palTed,  but' 
pay  particular  attention  to  that  which  lies  before  us. 

Admitting  (for  the  prefcnt)  however.  Sir,  that  a  force 
fufficient  to  fubdue  them  can  be  ient  out ;  admitting  that  this 
country  will  patiently  bear  the  enormous  weight  of  accu- 
mulated taxes,  which  fo  diftant  and  unequal  a  war  will  rer 
quire ;  admitting  that  foreign  powers  (tlie  natural  enemies  of 
Britain)  will  with  compofure  and  felf^denial  negleft  fo  fa- 
vourable an  opportunity  of  diftrefling  their  rivals  ;  admitting 
that  your  'fleets,  unoppofed,  level  with  the  ground  thofe 
cities  which  rofe  by  your  proteftion,  were  the  pillars  of  your 
comgierce,  and  your  nauon's  boaft ;  admitting  that  foreign 
mercenaries  fpread  defotation,  diat  thoufands  fall  before 
them,  and  that,  humbled  under  the  combined  woes  of  po^ 
verty,  anarcliy,  want  and  defeat,  the'  cxhaufted  colonics  fall 
fuppliant  at  the  feet  of  your  conquerors;  admitting  all  this 
will  be  the  cafe,  (which  cannot  well  be  expefted  from  the 
paft)  here  neceiiarily  follows  a  moft  momentous  qiieftion  : 
What  are  the  folid  advantages  which  Great-Britain  is  to  re- 
ceive in  exchanga  for  the  bleflings  of  peace  an^  a  lucrative 
commerce?  for  the  afFe&ioas^  for  the  profoerity,  for  the 
lives  of  fo  many  of  its  useful  (ubjeAs  facrinced  ? 
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Will  tiic  bare  acknowledgement  of  a  rigtxt  in  ParUameot 
to  tax  them,  compenfatc  for  the  millions  expended,  the  dan- 
ger incurred,  the  miferies  entailed,  the  deftruftion  of  hu- 
man happinefs  and  life  that  muft  cnfue  from  a  war  with  our 
colonies,  united  as  they  are  in  one  con:MBon  caufe,  and  fired 
to  dcfperate  enthufiafm  by  apprehcnfions  of  impending  fla- 
very  ?  Or  can  we  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  in^a^e  conceffioag 
cxtcJrted  in  a  time  of  danger  and  urgent  mifery,  will  form 
a  bond  of  lafting  union  ?  Irapoverilhed  and  undone  by  their 
exertions  and  the  calamities  of  war,  inAead  of  being  able  to 
repay  the  cxpences  of  this  country,  or  fupply  a  revenue, 
they  will  Hand  in  need  of  your  earlicft  affiilance  to  revive 
4cprefled  and  almoft  cxtinguiihed  commerce,  as  well  as  to 
renew  and   uphold  their  neceffary  civil  .eftablhoents. 

I  am  well  aware,  that  it  is  faid  we  muft  maintain  the  dig- 
nity of  Parliament.  Let  me  aik,  what  dig^ty  is  that  which 
will  not  defcend  to  make  millions  happy,  which  will  ficri- 
$ce  the  treafures  and  beft  blood  of  tne  nation  to  extort 
fubmiffions,  fruitleft  fubmiffion«,  that  will  be  difavowcd  and 
difregarded  the  moment  the  procuring  oppreiEvc  force  i*.  re- 
moved ?  What  dignity  is  that  which,  to  enforce  a  difputed 
mode  of  obtaining  a  revenue,  will  deftroy  commerce,  ^read 
poverty  ?md  defolation,  and  dry  up  every  channel,  every 
iburce  from  which  revenue  or  any  real  fybftantial  benefit 
ijan  be  expeAed  ? 

Is  it  not  high  time  then,  to  examine  the  full  extent  of  oor 
danger,  to  paufe  .and  mark  tlie  paths  which  have  deceived 
tLs,  a|id  the  wretched,  bewildered  guides,  who  have  led  us 
into  our  prefent  difficulties  ?     Let  us  find  the  deftroy ing  an- 


gel, and  flop  his  courfe,  wliilc  we  have  yet  any  thing  va- 
luable to  preferve.  The  breach  is  npt  yet  irreparable ;  and 
permit  me,  with  all  deference  to  fay,  1  have  not  a  doubt, 


tut  that  liberal  and  explicit  terms  of  reconciliation^  with  a 
full  and  firm  fecurity  againft  an  bppreffive  exercife  of  parlia-* 
mentary  taxation,  if  held  out  to  the  colonies  iefore  the  war 
takes  a  wider  and  more  deftrudive  courfe,  will  lead  inftantly 
to  a  fettlement,  and  recall  the  former  years  of  peace,  when 
the  affeftions  and  interefts  of  Great-Britain  and  America 
Vrere  one.  , 

But,,  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  to  plunge  deeper  in 
this  ftene  of  blood  ;  if  we  are  to  facrifice  |he  means  and  ma- 
terial^ of  revenue  fondle  diftinfitions  about  modes  of  raifing 
it;  if  the. laurels  we  can  gain,  and  tlie  dignitv  of  parlia- 
inent  we  are  to  eftablifh,  can  be  purchafed  only  oy  thcmife- 
xies  of  fellow-fubjefts,   whofe  loffe^   are  our  own;  if  the 
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eycftt  is  pi:ecarioU8,  the  taufe  fiAc^  to  th<c  fpirit  and  hxiinamty 
of  Engliflunen;  if  Ac  injwy  is  certain,  and  the  obje£i;oi' 
fvccefs  unfubft^tUl  ^nd  ihfecure,  how  little  ibever  dbe  in- 
fluence mf  poor  opinion  may  have  on  thi$  Houfe,  I  fball  • 
free  my  confcience,  by  having  expli<ytly  condemned  all  fuch 
unprofitable,  in^eqate,  injudicioxis  me^a^res,  and  by  giving 
mf  hcjtrty  concurrence  to  the  inotipn. 

Mr.  Burkf  fliewed  fron)  t]|e  recqrd^  of  farliaiment,  and  Mr.  Btrh. 
from  hiftorv,  that  nothing  w^  inore  fjrequpnt  than  eaquiries 
c^  the  kind  Bow  prppo&d ;  ^fid  obfjsrv^^  at  no  time  \vithin 
the  couffe  pf  hk  re^ng,  did  he  ever  recoiled  a  period  at 
Vrhich  fuch  a  proceeding  was  more  ^bfolutcly  neceifary  than 
theprcfent. 

Mr.  Graves  wiihed  to  wait  for  the  event  of  another  cam-  Mr.<7r*«f. 
paiga  before  ;he  Houfe  (hould  offer  to  go  into  an  enquiry  ; 
and  as  for  what  had  already  palled,  juftice  required  that  the 
parties  fhovld  be  in  a  iltuauon  to  anfwer  for  themfelves* 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  yjndtvtook  to  d^end  adminiftration50&ir«rC«- 
thrQughout,  not  only  relating  to  what  they  had  already  done,  '^*^* 
but  every  a^tioapf  theirs,  and  every  cpnfequencc  arifing  from 
their  condii^.     Ke  inlifted  that  the  war  was  juft,  proper,  and 
expedient,  tb^t  the  minifter^  abouivded  ia  wifdom,  and  the 
army  and  navy  in  military  prowefs. 

Colonel  Barre  was  extremely  fevere  on  feveral  of  tlie  pofi-  Col.  SarpH 
tions  laid  down  by  the  iaft  honourable  gentleman ;  he  com-  . 
pared  him  to  the  Abbe  Polignac,  whom  he  defcribed  as  a 
pert,  afFcfled,  little,  political  prater ;  with  fomc  perfonal  al- 
luiions  to  the  talents,  manner,  a^d  difpoiition  of  the  man, 
which  created  feme  mirth.  But  in  a  ferious  manner  he 
(eemed  to  charge  the  gentlemen  oppofite  to  him  [Meffrs* 
Elliot,  Ellis,  Wedderburne,  &c.]  with  the  lofs  of  America. 
With  an  emphaiishe  faid.  Give  us  back  our  colonies  !  You 
have  loft  America  !  It  is  your  ignorance,  blunders,  cowardice, 
which  have  loft  America.  He  had  heard  the  noble  Lord 
[Lord  George  Germain]  called  the  Pitt  of  the  day^  He  few 
BO  great  fenfe  in  die  words.  They  conveyed  to  him  that 
there  had  been  a  Mr.  Pitt,  a  great  man,  but  he  did  not  fee  how 
the  noble  Lord  was  like  hmi.  He  faid,  that  tlie  troops, 
£rom.an  avcrfion  to  the  fervice,  mifbehaved  at  Bunker*s-Hill 
on  the  17th  of  June.  He  condemned  adminiftration  in  the 
i^rongeft  terms.  He  told  them,  that  their  fhiftings  and  eva- 
£ons  would  not  proteA  them,  though  they  (hould  be  changed 
every  day,  and  made  to  Ihift  places  at  the  pleafure,  and  fomc- 
tiinrs  top  for  the  jport  of  their  fecret  direfiors.     He  obfcrved, 
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that  the  late  appointment  of  a  new  fccrctary  of  ftate,  was  a 
proof  that  fomc  weak,  and  perhaps  foul  proceedings,  had  hap- 
pened, Which  made  fuch  an  arrangement  neceffary ;  but  though 
changes  might  happen  every  day,  he  was  well  convinced  mca- 
fures  never  would,  till  the  whole  fabric  of  defpotifin  fell  at 
once,  and  buried  in  its  ruins  the  architects,  with  all  thofc 
.  employed  under  them.  He  reminded  the  Houfe  how  often,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  two  laft  years,  he  had  foretold  Jlmoft 
every  matter  that  has  happened.  He  begged  once  more 
to  aflure  them,  that  America  would  never  fubmit  ^o  be 
taxed,  though  half  Germany  were  to  be  tran^rted  beyond 
the  Atlantick,  to  efFcfl:  it. 

Gen,  jTar-       Gcncral  BurgoyHe  rofe  with  warmth,  and  contradicted  the 

^y**  laft  honourable  member  in  the  flatteft  manner.  He  allowed 
that  the  troops  gave  way  a  little  at  one  time,  becaufe  they 
were  flanked  by  the  fire  out  of  the  hpufes,  &c.  at  Charles- 
Town ;  but  they  foon  rallied  and  advanced ;  and  no  men  on 
earth  ever  behaved  with  more  fpirit,  firmnefs,  and  perfevc- 
rancc,  till  they  forced  the  enemy  out  of  their  entrenchments. 

C»t.  Barn.  Coloncl  Borre  obferved,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  had 
contradicted  him  in  a  very  extraordinary  and  unbecoming 
manner,  and  maintained  his  firft  aflertion,  that  the  troops  mil- 
behaved. 

^€11.  Bar'       GcncrsHBurgoyne  apologized,  confeflcd  he  had  (poke  inharfher 

W*'*  terms  than  he  would  have  done  had  he  not  been  oflF  his  guard. 
He  admitted  that  the  troops  gave  way  a  little ;  but  tliat  they 
were  rallied,  and  returned  to  the  charge  with  great  fpirit.  He 
was  an  eye-witnefs  of  the  whole  affair. 

Ltrd  Hnvi*  Lord  Howe^  faid  it  was  impoflible  to  go  into  the  propofcd 
enquiry  with  propriety,  though  the  Houfe  were  ever  fo  well 
inclined.  He  defended  the  conduA  of  the  commanding  of- 
ficers, and  faid  that  the  whole  of  what  had  happened  laft  year, 
proceeded  from  our  not  being  acquainted  with  the  defigns  of 
the  provincials. 
'  Letd  AVfA.  Lord  Ncrth  rofe  at  half  after  one,  declared  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  an  enquiry  at  a  proper  feaibn ;  but  agreed  with  his 
right  l)onourable  friend  [Sir  Gilbert  Elliot]  that  this  was 
not  the  time.  As  America  had  changed,  fohad  Britain,  in 
confcqucnce  of  that  change.  The  queftion  was  now,  he  con- 
tended, totally  altered,  and  what  in  one  fittiation  would  have 
been  afting  a  wife  part,  would  now  be  fupincncfi,  negligence, 
or.  fometliing  worfe.  It  was  therefore  a  very  unfair  way  of 
arguing,  in  his  opinion,  to  ftate  objeftions  againft  the  con- 
duct ot   adminiftration  in  the  early  ftages  of  this  bufinefs^ 
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which  were  only  applicable  to  a  ftatc  of  hoftility  and  open  re- 
bellion ;  the*  ground  was  changed,  fo  would  the  meafurcs  of 
courfe.  He  appealed  to  the  candour  and  recollc£^ion  of  the 
Houfe,  if  any  thing  had  been  done  in  a  corner,  but  openly, 
and  according  to  their  repeated  judgment.  As  to  tlie  meafuret 
which  had  been  taken  before  he  came  into  of&ce,  he  faid,  he 
was  not  anfwcrable  for  them,  but  was  ready  now,  if  the  Houie 
.  thought  proper,  or  at  any  time,  to  ftand  the  moft  rigid  enquiry 
and  examination  into  his  own  coiidu£t.  If  mifcarria^es  had 
happened,  it  was  no  more  than  what  was  common.  It  was 
impoilible  to  forcfec  all  the  confequences,  or  to  provide  againft 
every  accident  which  might  arife.  He  protefted  he  did  not 
feek  for  his  office,  and' was  at  any  time  ready  and  willing  to 
rcfign  it,  whenever  a  perfon  more  capable  or  fonder  of  power, 
was  found  to  fucceed  him.  Heobfervcd,  that  an  honourable 
gentleman,  early  in  the  debate,  had  charged  a4miniftration 
with  wickednefs,  ignorance,  and  negleA.  He  was  certain  he 
was  miftaken  in  the  firft^  and  the  two  others  yet  remained  to 
be  proved. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  arguments  urged-againft  his  motion.  Mr.  F«r. 

At  half  an  hour  paft  two  o'clock,  the  previous  queflion  was 
put,  and  the  Houfe  divided,  ayes,  10^ ;  noes,  X40. 
February  21* 

Private  bufinefs. 

fihruary  22* 

The  fame. 

February  23. 

No  debate. 

Adjourned  to  the  27th. 

February  27. 

No  debate. 

February  28. 

Sir  GeorgeSavtU  pre&nted  petitions  from  Thomas  Rumbol(S  '»*  ^'"•v. 
and  Francis  Sykes,  Eiqrs.  praying  to  refcind  the  refolution  on  ^^^ 
the  Shaftelbury  eleftion.    After  debate  the  petitions  were  re- 
ceived, but  the  Houie  divided  on  the  motion  to  refcind  ;  fpr 
^^  143;  againft  it  169.  - 

It  was  then  moved  to  appoint  a  committee  to  take  the 
matter  into  confideration.  The  Houfe  divided  again ;  for 
the  motion  137  ;  againft  it  142. 

February  29. 

Lord  North  moved,    that  the  treaties  entered   into  be-  UM  Nmh. 
tween  his  Majefty,  the  Landgrave  of  Hcffe-Caflcl,  the  Duke 
.©f  Brunfwick,  and  the  hereditary   Prince  of  Hcifc-Cafiel, 
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(Scfe  the  treaties,  pa^e  28))  \k  referred  to  thti  coipmittce  of 
fupply.  He  urged  tlifc  ncceffltjr  of  thfe  mcafnre,  and  the  great 
cffefts  he  expefted  from  it.  He  faid,  no  ^ueftions  could  arifc 
upon  it  but  three,  all  of  which  trere  too  plain  to  require  much 
elucidation.  Whether  the  troops  propofcd  to  be  hired  were 
wanted }  Whether  the  terms  ori  Which  they  were  procured, 
were  advantageous  ?  and,  Whether  the  force  was  fuch  as 
might  be  deemed  fully  adequate  to  efFeft  the  operations 
for  which  it  Was  intended  ?  As  to  the  firft  point,  he 
faid,  that  reducing  America  to  a  proper  conftitutional  ftatc 
of  obedience,  being  the  great  obteft  of  Parliament,  the  bcft 
and  moft  fpeedy  means  of  efFcfting  fo  defirable  a  purpofc, 
was  the  motive  which  Induced  adminiftration  to  adopt  the 
meafure,  becaufe  men  could  be  readier  had,  and  upon  much 
cheaper  terms  in  this  way,  than  we  could  poffibly  recruit 
'  them  at  home.  On  the  fecond,  he  obferved,  that  not  only 
in  the  view  of  comparative  dicapnefi  With  home  levies,  but 
as  referring  to  former  times,  fhc  prefent  troops  would  coft  us 
Icfs  than  (takii^  all  the  circuraftances  together)  we  could  have 
expefted.  And  laftly,  that  the  force  which  this  meafure 
would  enable  us  to  fend  to  AmcJrica,  would  bfe  fuch,  as  in 
all  human  probability^  touft  compel  that  country  to  agree 
to  terms  of  fubmiffion,  perhaps  witfiout  any  further  efFufion 
of  blood, 
tool  y4in  Lord  John  Cavendi/h  reprobated  the  meafure  in  all  its 
tiffyt^i^  parts.  He  obferved,  that  the  prefent  was  the  firft  ahnming 
confequence  of  the  American  war.  Britam  was  to  be  ilif- 
graced  in  the  eyes  of  all  Europe ;  (he  was  to  be  impoveriflied ; 
nay,  what  was,  if  poffible,  worfe,  fhe  was  compelled  to  ap- 
ply to  two  petty  German  ftates  in  die  nvoft  mortifying  and 
humiliating  manner,  and  fubmit  to  indignities*  never  wfore 
prcfcrilxd  to  a  crowned  head,,  prefiding  over  a  powerful  and 
opulent  kingdom.  Firft,  the  troops  were  to  enter  into  pay 
before  they  be^an  to  Aiarch — a  thing  ntvtr  known  before. 
Secondly,  levy-money  was  to  paid  at  the  rate  of  near  7I.  los. 
ft  man.  Thirdly,  not  fatisficd  with  this,  thofe  petty  princes 
were  to  be  fubfidized.  Fourthly,  they'hftvfe  hid  the  modcfty 
to  infift  OA  a  double  fubfidy.  Fifthly,  the  fllbfidy  is  to  be 
continued  for  two  years  in  one  inftance,  awd  one  year  in 
the  other,  after  the  troops  have  returned  to  their  rcipciftivc 
countries.  And  laftly,  a  body  of  i2,ocx>  foreigners  are  to  be 
introduced  into  the  dominions  of  tlw  Brittft  crown,  tinder 
no  controul  of  either  King  or  Parliaiwent,  for  die  cxprefs 
words  of  the  treaty  arc  **  that  this  body  of  troops  (Hcffons) 
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fij^l  ]!o«|p^io  vnd^r  the  coxxHnaad  of  their  general,  tdwboiii 
his  inoft'Serene-hlrfiners  has  .entrufted  the  command." 

Mr.  Corwwall  auured  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  a  better  op-  iJLt,  Ctm* 
pOTti^nity  of  knowing  the  means  of  treating  with  German  «''^« 
TOisiceS)  and  of  procuring  troops,  than  any  man  in  iti  That 
ais  i^tujition  for  many  years  (as  clerk  in  the  German  pay- 
office  laft  war)  gave  hun  this  opportunity ;  and  that  he  waf 
^iftanifhed  to  hear  any  gentlefnao,  converfant  with  German 
€Q|inQ£lion3^  call  the  prcfent  terms  difadvantageous.  He  con- 
|on4e49  that  the  two  months  previous  pay  allowed  to  the  duke 
€>f  Brunlwick,  was  no  more  than  a  douceur ;  and  infifted 
that  they  were  all  had  on  lower  terms  than^  was  ever  known  be-» 
(ot^j  ofpeoiaUy  if  the  bufinefs  fliould  be  efFefted  Within  th6 
year,  of  AV^ich  he  had  no  reafon  jto  doubt. 

Jx>Fd  irnham,  I  am  to  ailk  your  pardon  for  appearing  fo  fo-  lAJrnham* 
UqilKHis  to  -give  you  my  fentiments,  juft  at  this  period  of 
time,  but  it  is  to  anfwer  the  honourable  gentleman  of  the 
treaiury  bench,  who  is,  I  know,  a  perfea  mafter  of  the 
German  afiairs,  aad  to  fubmit  to  him,  in  this  ftage  of  the 
buiinefs,  my  doubts  as  to  the  competency  of  the  Landgrav0 
of  Hcffe,  and  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  to  make  fuch  trea- 
ties as  are  now  under  our  confideration* 

That  gentleman  knows,  that  before  the  peace  of  Weft* 
|)halia,  the  feudatories  of  the  empire  had  no  confirmed  legal 
right  to  engage,  without  leave  of  the  Emperor,  in  ofFennve 
and  dcfenuve  alliances  with  foreign  princes,  which  might 
require  fending  troops  out  of  the  empire*  But  the  weaknefe 
.of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria,  and  the  dread  of  the  Swcdilh  arms, 
obtained,  after  a  long  difcufiion,  that  extraordinary  privi- 
lege, on  the  pretence  of  the  intereft  of  religion,  and  the 
inability  .of  the  head  of  the  empire,  from  bemg  often  en- 
gaged m  war  with  the  TitRs,  to  defend  the  frontiers, 
whidi  made  fucli  a  concefRon  beneficial  to  the  empire;  al* 
.Ways  prefuming,  that  the  troops  of  thofe  princes  fo  con* 
tracling,  fhould,  in  cafe  of  the  empire  being  attacked,  re* 
turn  to  its  defence,  as  the  allegiance  of  thofe  princes  to  th.e 
Emperor  and  empire  of  Germany,  by  the  nature  of  their 
feudal  tenure,  efpecially  required.  Now,  Sir,  if  this  is  tlie 
true  Hate  of  the  privilege  thofe  princes  now  enjoy,  can  it 
■be  faaiy  infei:rcd  from  thence,  that  they  can,  merely  for  lu^ 
ere  and  pecuniary  confiderations,  tranfport  their  yafials  to 
the  Eaft  or  Wck  Indies,  nine  parts  in  ten  of  whgm  will 
iiardly  ever  return  ;  and  thus,  by  depopulating  their  .tcrritOn 
ries,  deprive  their  Lord  Paramount  of  .the  fiiccour  .which 
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he  has  a  right  to  expcdt  from  them,  and  of  the  advantage 
which  an  inhabited  and  fettled  territory  affords,  in  com* 
parifon  of  one  ftript  of  all  the  men  able  to  bear  arms ;  to 
fupport  a  caufc  in  no  fhape  whatever  conneftcd  with  the 
empire,  and  which  muft  render  it  vile  and  diihonourable  in 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  as  a  nurfery  of  men  rcferved  for 
the  purpofes  of  fupporting  arbitrary  power,  whenever  grafped 
at  by  thale  who  have  more  money,  ^ho'  not  more  juftice 
and  virtue,  than  the  others  whom  they  can  pay  for 
hppr effing. — I  ihall  fay  little  to  the  feelings  of  thofc  princes 
ieho  can  fell  their  fubjefts  for  fuch  purpofes.  We  have  read 
of  the  humourift  Sancho's  wifti;  that,  if  he  were  a  prince, 
all  his  fubjefts  fhould  be  black-a-moors,  as  he  could  by  the 
fale  of  them  eafily  turn  them  into  ready-money  ;  but  that 
wifh,  however  it  might  appear  ridiculous,  and  unbe- 
coming a  fovereign,  is  much  more  innocent  than  a  prince's 
Availing  himfelf  of  liis  vafi'als  for  the  purpofe  of  facriiicing 
them  in  fuch  dcftruftivc  v.'ars,  where  he  has  the  additional 
6rime  of  making  tliem  deftroy  much  better  and  nobler  beings 
than  themfelvcs. 

As  to  the  defcnfivc  part  of  tlie  treaty,  which  is  looked 
upon  as  of  no  conrequence,  on  fuppofition  that  we  (hall  ne- 
ver be  called  upon  to  fulfil  it ;  I  beg  leave  to  infift  on  the 
contrary  pofition  :  for  the  Emperor  may  not  only  fl>ew  his 
i-cfcntmcnt  of  this  proceeding  of  his  vaffals,  by  a  military 
execution  in  their  territories,  but  may  thereby  give  them 
a  right  to  call  upon  us  for  that  indemnification  in  money, 
which  is  the  only  means  in  our  power  for  making  them 
amends,  and  to  which  we  are  by  thefe  treaties  bound.  Be- 
fides,  the  King  of  Pruflia,  vrho  is  at  their  door,  will  infal* 
liby  feize  this  opportunity  of  making  us  pay  the  fix  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  which  he  pretends  we  wronged  him  of  at 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  war.  It  will  therefore  be  very  proper 
for  adminiftration,  and  much  more  for  the  Houfcj  to  con- 
fider  that  it  would  be  a  great  addition  to  the  expencc, 
which,  from  the  complexion  of  the  Houfe  I  am  afraid  we 
arc  going  to  incur,  by  approving  of  thofc  treaties  now  under 
conhderation,  which  treaties  I  loook  upon  as  highly  inex- 
pedient, and  diflionourable  to  the  nation ;  and'^to  which 
therefore,  as  a  member  of  this  Houfe,  I  fliall  give  every 
oppofition  in  my  power. 
MuSeymour  Mr.  Seymour  compared  the  prcfent  treaties  with  the  former 
treaties  with  German  and  other  princes,  whom  we  had  for- 
merly^ fubfidizcd,    defied   the  honourable  gentleman  [Mr. 
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Corrtwall]  to  produce  a  finglc  inftancc,  in  which  the  fanie 
Clumber  of  men,  within  the  fame  time,  had  cofl  the  nation 
£0  much  money. 

Mr.  D.  Hartley,     In  the  courfe  of  our  debates  upon  Ame-  Mr.  D. 
rican  meaiures,  I  frequently  hear  the  terms  of  rebellion  and  ^^''^h' 
rebels  made  ute  of,  which  I  (hall  never  adopt ;  not  only  bc- 
caufc  I  would  avoid  every  term  of  acrimony  which  might 
increafe  the  ill-blood  between  us  and  our  fcUow-fubjcfts  in 
America,  but  like  wife   thinking  as  I  do,  that  tlie  miniftry  ■ 
of  this  country  havs  been   in  every  ftage  the  aggreflbrs;  I 
-  never  will,   as  a  Whig  of  revolution  principles,  confound  - 
terms  fo  fundamentally  the  reverfe  to  each  other,  as  defcn- 
five  refiftance  in  the  fupport  of  conftitutional  rights,  with  un-  . 
provoked  and  aAive  treafori.     The  colonies  have  been  con-^ 
demned  unheard.     If  you  would  have  condcfcended  but  to- 
have  heard  their  petition,  you  would  have  found  that  all  that: 
they  requefted  has  been  to  be  reftorcd  to  the  happy  flate  of 
harmony,  tranquility,  and  conftitutional  dependence  cxift- 
ing  in  1763.     Thofe  miniftcrs  who  have  fo  madly  driven; 
tliem  on  to  unavoidable  refiftance,  muft   be  anfwerable   to 
their  country  for  all  future  confequences.     I  wilh  to- enter: 
my  proteft  onoe  for  all,  tliat  I  (hall   always  think  that  our 
American  fellow- fubjefts  have  been  driven  to  refiftance  in  thehr  • 
own  defence,  and  in  fupport  of  thofe  very  claims  which  we. 
ourfelvcs  have  fuccefsfully  taken  up  arms  in  former  times, 
to  refcue  us  from  the  violence  and  tyrannical  pretenfions  of 
the  Hoafc  of    Stuart.     Thcfe  riglits   are   the  giving   and 
grantinjj  freely  cur  own  property,  and  the  fecurlty  of  char- 
ters.    Let  us  do  to  them  as  we  have  done  for  ourielves,  and 
it  is  all  that  they  alk.     I  am  convinced  that  the  nation  will 
fome  day  or  other  fee  the  juftice  of  their  cauie,  when   the 
anger  of  the  prefent  unfortunate  difputes  is  a  little  abated, 
and  when  many  mifreprefentations,  which  arc  ftudioufly  cir- 
culated  by  miniftry,  are  cleared  away.      Therefore,    Sir, 
for  the  prefent  I  will  fufpend  this  pait  of  the   argument, 
and    confine   my   objeftions   to  this"  meafure   of    the   fo- 
reign troops ;    to  the  impolicy   and    impra&ibility   of    the 
meafures;    being  always  undcrftood  that    I    have    entered 
my  proteft   againft  their  injuftice.      Sir,    the  public  have 
been  artfully   and  imperceptibly   led    into    tliefe  meafures. 
We    were   told,    at   hrft,    that   the   diicontcnts  were   only 
adopted  by   a    few    faftious  perfons  in   America,    tliat  the 
body  of  the' people  were  totally  averfe  to  thcfe  meafures  of  • 
refiftance,  and,  that  a  very'  little  exertion  from  this  country, 
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aitd  a  very  ihconfidcralplc  ttcpence,  would  rtftore  the  poUi^ 
tranquility.  Many  of  us  on  this  fide  of  the  Houlfe,  havc^ 
from  time  to  time,  endeavoured  to  uncover  thefe  faHacies^ 
having  too  truly  forefeen  and  foretold  the  endlefs  ilt^cooft- 
quences  of  the  minifleriai  plans  in  America.  I  myfelf  tcli 
you.  Sir,  in  this  very  pkce,  not  many  months  ago,  ftoctk 
very  certain  information,  that  America  would  tiot  only  not 
recede  upon  the' articles  of  arbitrary  taxation  and  furrender 
of  charters,  but  that  they  would  turn  out,  before  laft  mid- 
fummer,  a  body  of  50,000  men  in  arms.  This  predidion 
v/zs  at  that  time  treated  by  the  Houfe  With  laughter,  yet  it 
has  proved  but  too  true.  What  confidence  can  we  then  have 
for  the  future,  in  miniftcrs  who  arc  fo  grofsly  ignorant  and 
deceived,  or,  who  conceal  thd  true  ftale  of  things  from  thi» 
Houfe  and  the  public,  perhaps  with  no  better  view  than  to 
ttcfAti  them  infiduouily,  and  by  gradual  fteps,  into  the  fup^^ 
port  of  their  oWn  defperate  and  fanguinary  dcfigns  ?  The 
public  revenue  b'bing  a  fubjcfl:,  upon  which  I  have  at 
times  beftowed  fonie  pains,  and  upbn  which  I  fome times  trou-* 
bled  you,  J  am  fute  that  diis  Houfe  will  do  me  tlic  jufticc  to 
recolleft,  that  I  have  inceffantly  renaonftratcd  to  them  of  the 
enormity  of  the  eltpence  which  rhefe  itieafures  would  entail 
vapon  the  public,  even  to  the  hazard  of  public  bankruptcy, 
if  foreign  war  (hould  overtake  us  upon  the  heels  of  tma 
civil  conteft.  The  miniftry,  in  whom  a  majority  of  this 
Houiji  feem  to  put  unbounded  confidence,  have,  for  a  time, 
ilnothered  thefe  mifehiefs ;  they  have  kept  all  matters  of  ex* 
pence  out  of  fight,  and  have  endeavoured  to  lull  the  public 
tb  inattention,  by  conveying  to  them  that  very  little  matters 
Would  do«  No  fuch  words  as  taxing  and  funding  have  even 
been  whiipered ;  but  taxing  and  funding  muft  come,  and 
that  foon  too.  You  cannot  do  this  very  year  without.  I 
have  again  and  again  ftated  to  this  Houfe,  and  to  the  noble 
Lord,  that  the  debts  and  expences  incurred,  and  fuch  as 
will  be  incurred  in  this  very  ycar*s  campaign,  cannot  come 
to  a  lefs  fmn  thain  ten  millions.  The  army  extraordinariesy 
and  navy  debt  incurred  in  the  laft  year,  muft  be  enormous  ; 
thofe  which  will  farther  be  incurred  in  the  prefent  year,  muft 
be  immenfe  and  boui^dlefs ;  I  might  i^moft  fay  incdrnputable^ 
Let  the  noble  Lord  deal  ingenuoufly  with  the  public,  and^  by 
the  affiftance  of  all  his  lights,  let  him  inform  the  Houfe  what 
expences  he  is  providing  for  them?  Does  he  intend  to  lay 
any  new  tax  this  year  i  Does  he  pay  off  any  of  the  navy 
debt }  Does  he  intend  to  propofe  the  payment  of  the  civil 
lift  with  an  augmentation  to  the  eftablilhment  of  it }  What 
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wiUthefieble  Lcii  ikte  a«*th^  pfobaUe  eaipeac«  of  te  ia^ 
traded  campaign  ?  Lat  the  country  geatleaken  know  what 
eidk&  expences  they  are  to  eneountery  aad  lo  mortgage* 
their  eftates  for.    There  are  ibme  gentletBen  who  have  pf o« 
fefied^  that  they  enter  mto  thi&  war  to  obtain  a  revenue  fron 
America,  but  ftili  siot  at  all  price*    Gotd  may  be  bon^^hc 
teo  dear,;  if  they  are  to  pay  a  hundred  years  pufchafe  tor 
tke  inability  of  a  revenue  from  AmeificsK  Who  would  give 
tbat  price  even  for  a  certainty  ?  But  it  i»  coalfended  that  att 
tkis  armament  is  only  a  mode  of  inakiiig  peace  with  dig* 
nity;  that  the  Americans- will  be  aWed  i^to  fubmiffioiiy.  ancl 
that  commiifioRers  are  to  grant  pardons  and  to  make  peace. 
This  is  the  iniiduons  pretext  of  the  preient  year ;  for  what 
powers  are  given  to  the  eommiffioners  ?  None,  but  to  grant 
pardons,  if  the  Americana  wiii  lay  down  their  arflk»  upea 
uncoAditioBal  fuboiii&on.     This  is  an  insult  both  upon  tfaes^ 
and  upon  us«     Did  they  take  up  anrn  to  obtain  paurdon,-  or 
to  obtain  redreft  of  grievancea^  You  have  coademned  them 
unheard,  you  have  iubverted  all  their  civil  ri^s,  you  pen*^   . 
iioaed  their  judges,   you  garble  their  jurie»^    you  control 
the  &ee    debates  of  their  aflecnblies,  you  conaTcate  their 
charter^,  you  take,  their  property  by  violence  from  thens ; 
uid,  when  they  petition  or   complain,  yQu  tell  them  that 
tbe/e  are   pretended  grievaaees;    yet    thefe  are  the  grie* 
vances  which  they  feek  redrefe  of  under  ^rms.^  *— Give  them 
redrefs)  and  they  wilt  lay  down  their  arm^, .  and  ^adly  re- 
ceive pardon  and  general  oblivion.     If  Parliament  had  en-v 
abled  the  coouniilioners  to  offer  redrefs  of  grievances,  I  fhould 
not  have  called  the  appointment  of  them  a  mere  pretext ; 
hot  you  have  expreflly   tied  their  hands.     Neither  can  the 
Americans  put  any  truft  in  any  fuppofed  mtentions  of  the- 
mJniftry  for  •peace.   General  Burgoyne  feys,  in  his  letter  to 
g^enend  Lee^  that  after  what  has  paiTed,.  the  Americans  may 
reft  in  full  confidence  that  this  country  would  never  think 
>f  taxing  them  again,  and  indeed  that  inference  would  ieem 
eafcnable,  if  we  did  not  iicar  the  contrary  afierted  and  fup- 
H>fted  almoft  in  every  day's  debate  in  this  Houfe,  and  particu* 
arly  by  the  noble  Lord  who  has  lately  been  advanced  to  the 
«ad  of  the  American  department.    The  noble  Lord  at  the 
ead  of  the  treafury  feUlom  holds  the  fame  language  and  opi- 
nion loiag  together.     Sometimes  lie  is  ready  to  dii'penie  with 
ucation,  and  wi flies  to  God,  that  all  things  were  reAored  to 
ic  ftatc  of  1763.     If  he  has  perlbnally   any  dilpofitions  to 
loderatien  and  lenient  meafures  more  than  his^  collcr^es,  he 
at  leaftover-ruled.     But  the  noble  Lord  of  die  American 
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department,  has  tiniformly  and  invariably  declared  upon  pria- 
dple,  that  a  total  and  unconditional  fubmlflion)  an  entire 
ftlrrender  of  their  property  and  charters,  are  with  him,  the 
indifpcnfable  prdiroinaries  of  any  treaty  of  peace.     I  have 
rayfelf,  troubled  the  Houfc  this  very  feffion  with  fome  propo- 
iitions  of  pacification,  offering  fecurity  to  the  colonies  upon 
the  articles  of  taxation  and  charters,  which  have  been  refuted 
Upon  principle,  expreflly  argued  in  the  debate  on  the  part  of 
theminiftry,  that  they  would  not,  in  the  leaft  degree,  recede 
from  their  terms  of  unconditional  fubmiffion  to  be  enforced  by 
tie  fword.  Then  away  with  thefe  pretexts !  it  is  clear  enough 
tliat  they  mean  nothing  but  deftruftion  and  bloodfhed,  and  to 
aft  over  again  the  mockery  of  what  was  laft  year  called  the 
conciliatory  propofition.     You  fent  orders  to  dip  the  fword  in 
American  blood  before  that  propofition,  infidious  as  it  was, 
could  be  offered  to  any  aflembly  upon  the  continents     This 
year  again,  your  pretext  is  a  pretended  commifiion  to  offer 
peace,  at  the  fame  time  tying  up  the  hands  of  the  commif- 
fiofters  from  making  any  offer  but  of  unconditional  fubmif- 
fion, with  an  army  of  foreign  mercenaries  fent  clofc  upon 
their  heels,  to  lay  wafte  the  whole  country  with  fire  and  fword. 
Sir,  my  oppofition  to  this  unjuft  American  war,  is   fo  total 
and  abfolute  againft  every  part  of  it,  that  I  hardly  know  ia 
what  terms  to  exprcfs  my  averfion  to  any  one  part  more  than 
to  every  other;  yer  I  think.  Sir,  if  there  could  remain  any  mea- 
fure  exceeding  every  preceding  one  in  difgrace  and  baroarin', 
it  is  this  of  introducing  foreign  troops.     The  firft  (bedding  of 
civil  blood  was  wantonly  precipitated  by  minijfterial  orders  laft 
year,  even  before  the  pretended  plan  of  conciliation  could  be 
propofed  to  any   affembly  on  the  continent ;  therefore   the 
firft  blood  lies  at  your  door.     Notwithftanding  this  provoca- 
tion of  bloodfhed,  the  Americans  tell  you  in  their  declara- 
tion, as  a  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  their  defirc  for  peace, 
that  they  have  not  called  in  the  rivals   of  your  grandeur ^  juftly 
claiming  the  merit  of  forbearance  under  fuch  provocation  audi 
diftrefs.     Mark  tlie  reward  which  we  give  them  for  their  for- 
bearance :  their  petition  is  rejefted  unheard,  and  the  minifte^ 
tells  the  Parliament,  in  the  King's  fpeech,  that  it  is  with  ya/r/J 
faSiion  that  his  Majefty  has  received  friendly  offers  of  foreigi^ 
affiftance ;  to  which  this  Houfe  has  given  for   anfwer,  that 
they  would  chearfuUy  enable  his  Majefty  to  avail  himfelf  o\ 
the  offer.     An  American  congrefs  have  held  fuch  a  mcafurd 
in  abhorrence ;  a  Britifli  Parliament  have  adopted    it   with 
chearfulnefs.     You  have  now  fet  them  the  example,  and   j>erJ 
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haps  by  the  very  aft,  made  it  unavoidably  neceffary  for  them 
to  adopt  the  fame  fatal  meafure  in  their  own  defence.  1  call 
it  a  fatal  meafure  ;  becaufe  when  foreign  powers  att  once  in* 
troduced  in  this  difpute,  all  poiEbility  of  reconciliation  and 
return  to  our  former  connexion  is  totally  cut  off.  You  have 
given  a  juftification  to  the  Americans  by  your  example,  if 
they  call  in  the  affiftance  of  foreign  powers.  Let  the  minifler 
who  has  advifed  this  mes^fure  to  his  Majefty,  confider  well  of 
tlie  confequences.  His  head  as  well  as  his  hand,  is  anfwe- 
rable  for  the  treaties.  I  mean  not  merely  from  the  efFeft  of 
theft  foreign  troops  in  the  American  ditpute,  but  from  aU 
other  confequences,  upon  the  general  i'ecurity  of  our  fituation 
with  rdpeft  to  all  foreign  powers.  We  know  well,  with  how 
jealous  an  eye  this  country  is  watched  ;  and  more  particu- 
larly envied,  on  account  of  the  univerfal  and  uncontroled 
empire  of  the  Britifti  flag.  One  fuch  treaty  Ihould  not  ftand 
alone.  If  any  foreign  power  ihould  attack  us,  we  (hall  ek-  1 
peft  of  the  minifter,  who  has  advifed  thefe  treaties  for  fo- 
reign forces,  to  be  prepared  with  iuch  a  fyftem  of  treaties  and 
alliances  as  fhall  fecure  this  country  from  the  natural  confe- 
quences to  be  expefted  from  fuch  interference  of  foreigners. 
When  you  have  fet  the  example,  you  not  only  juftify  Ame- 
rica in  applying  for  foreign  aid,  but  every  power  whatever 
will  thiiiiv  tnemfelves  at  liberty  to  take  fuch  part  as  may  beft 
fuit  their  own  convenience.  Upon  the  whole  of  this  mea- 
fure, I  think  it  the  moll  difgraceful,  the  moft  unjuft  and  un- 
natural, and  big  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences,  of  any 
mealurc  that  has  been,  or  could  poffibly  be  adopted,  there- 
fore I  fhall  give  my  moft  hearty  negative  to  it. 

Hon.  Frederick  Stuart^  (third  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Bute)  was  for  Hon.  Frti. 
fanguinary  meafures.  He  refted  the  ftrength  of  the  nation  ^'^«wr/. 
chiefly  on  paper-credit,  with  which  he  united  the  navy  and 
commerce.  Paper-credit,  he  faid,  efFeded  wonders  ;  it  was 
not  only  a  fubftitute  for  money,  but  it  was  better.  While 
our  credit  remained  inviolate,  we  fliould  never  want  eithcJr 
foldiers  or  failors.  He  infifted  America  had  no  profpeft  of 
deriving  fupport  from  any  foreign  power,  becaul'e  flie  was 
not  able  to  pay  them  ;  neither  France  nor  Spain  would  aflift 
them,  unlefs  well  paid.  America  had  nothing  but  paper-mo- 
ney, and  that  would  never  pafs  current ;  nothing  but  good 
ftcrling  money  would  anfwer  their  purpofe,  and  that  flie 
would  not  be  able  to  procure,  fo  long  as  her  trade  and  com- 
merce were  prevented    or  deftroycd  by  our  navy. 

Hon. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


a9D  PARLIAMENTARY  A-iyyt 

^|c«-7«iri     JioBOvtnkkymms  jLtMrU*    I  ii6  faectufel  thinly  ^atif 

aeidHtr  icin  I  ht  <^eiae4  'ft>9  fw«g  adpe^i^r  ta  give  m; 
MicQy  4S  mU  M  f^ot<  agRifA  the  ^p^pt^ve  me»fj;ire$of  tlv 
yrefeat  admuttftcMon.  Nor  /can  I  .be  awed  bjr  their  rtbilMKs, 
Str  cspcmnce,  ^eo  ihcA$l^  ef  .a£un  piove:iiie7  hafcbftt 
fo  miikppUfdl,  as  to^lofe  «>  the  OKwa  Afiieric^  to  thi^cooo- 
tsy  EiDoft  vidwbi)c,pait  <«f  iiis  o^nMoeccc^  mid  nvhich  aiteverf 
dqr  exeBiied  inAdningfuck  bUisasjiiajimojeejttiSljhealM 
dMlb'W»raoa|^it]K>iifimdf  ^  &m(b  fobj^A^  ma  «  ft^ 
finwittds  r^;»tnUig>our  loft  colmies. 

I  &tter  «]«(el^  ftnx,,,  that  ii«^t  I  fluiU  faf  iqgMoft  this  twv 
miU  not  JK  t^vi^  iaconfiftoBt  wkh  -tbe  fpiiit  ijf  aa  officer : 
for  .if  Grofit^tBritaui  muft  Ue«d  for  jier  iflipiftice  ttvw^iriis  Aae- 
vicA,  J  k«ow  «iy  4«tfp  and  iK^n  oiied  upon  Aoold  D01 
Ibcbk^&Qiii  tbe^vccmoos :  int  I  ibmldhG^ ^ca I  fei!, 
4]Mt  k  iRTM  to  jbye:ibBie  better -mm,  whotntght  Jiv^^tofiglx 
ina^tt»r  «aiife.  Honvieverp  Sk^  J  .camiot ffefled Ifoolmlf 
fM^ttbe  dfifttny  and  pedicle  i^tcpf  ^thefe^nattaod  diftiogMiAHl 
4il6flers,  wJi^.coubiicftrpely  bje^rrpliKvl^  thfnrocptfLk,  nwi 
l^^jT-.^irfupecioffS':  i:theffli(Gii^i»dlitaojiddm 
tahhto^  ftDdtoianMnt;,  ^prafliaeftiof  admioKftratKm. 

J  ibrni  my  }ii<%meBt^  Sir,  irf  Aimrica^  jnot  froiii  i)oing  t 
Acmher  of  itb4£:H9uif ,  but  .-from  liaiving  .pafied  many  years  ;i 
tbstt  Qountry,  .vheirc^  becaufc  I  was  an  EngliAoian,  I  m 
«Ptth  a  frientliy  veeepiion.  Tliey  tgave  me  many  jixft  cau  ii 
tOfefpe£t  then^  an^to.wiib  them  well:  nay  I  thought  it  con- 
iiftetrt  with  my  duty  £0  to  do,  even  thpij(gh  F  fcrved  in  menot 
war  !  For  I  qouM  not  at  that  time  fpreiee,  we  were  fern  i« 
-proteA  America  from  foreign  powers,  only  that  we  nigQ^ 
Wome  the  t'poilcrs  of  it  ourfclve&.  I  cathcr  looked  Ujxsiia 
its  .guardians  to  their  tiade^  in  which  both  countries  liacii 
fair^ .  and  a  mutual  advantage* 

The  Americans  iwive  fiever  fought. nor  defired  to  be  iofc- 
ipendentof  England.  They  though. mimftrymifinformed, 
ihercfore  they  requefted  to  be  heard,  and  however,  artfully 
they  may  have  been  deprived  of  that  privilege  before  tim 
Houfe,  I  do  refpe£k  it  as  the  grand  judicial  inqueft^f  tbena* 
tion,  which  mull  be  too  hij^h  and  too  equitable  tP  condcmi 
an  individual  without  a  hearing,  much  lei5  three  nuilionsct' 
fubjeffcs*  Yet  'tis  faid  that  Parliament  .declared  diis  war 
againft  .Amedca^  let  who  will  have  done  it,  I  have  iee» 
enough  of  that  cp»&try  to  thkikit  jgay  duty  ix>  oideavour  tp 
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'cxprcft  how  much  t  am  avcrfe  to  fo  iriiquifous,  fo  Impolitic  a 
|>erfecution. 

I  have  heard,  Sir,  that  it  is  nccefTary  to  dcftroy  America, 
in  order  to  obtain  an  honourable  peace  to  this  commercial 
country.  If  fuch  great  objefts  may  be  compared  to  fmall  ones, 
I  think  it  would  have  been  as  found  policy  to  fend  to  Liver- 
pool, at  the  time  of  the  tibt,  to  burn  the  town,  and  deftroy 
all  the  merchant  fliips,  becaufe  a  part  of  their  crew  had  proved 
difobedient  to  the  laws. 

But  who  favs  the  Americans  will  not  fulpmit  to  be  govern- 
ed by  the  juft  laws  ?  They  only  fay  fo,  who  firft  broke 
through  them,  and  have  ever  fince  been  adding  infult  to  in- 

The  minifter  well  knew  he  had  oiFended  all  America ;  and 
what  man  is  fo  unlikely  to  put  an  end  to  the  difpute,  as  he 
who  infills  upon  being  ,judge  in  his  own  caufe  ? 

This  I  do  fay  for  the  Americans,  becaufe  I  do  believe  it, 
that  had  their  real  motives  and  intentions  been  fairly  and 
impartially  ftated  and  laid  before  this  Houfe,  and  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great-Britain  been  called  in  as  the  mediators,  not 
the  perfecutors  of  the  people,  all  would  have  ended  well : 
that  good  faith  which  had  been  wantonly  violated  towards  the  x 

colonies  would  have  been  reftored  upon  a  more  folid  and  laft- 
ing  foundation,  and  men's  lives  and  propertiesbeenfafc  at  this 
very  hour.' 

Some  fay,  who  now  are  the  Americans  we  can  treat  with  ? 
Is  it  every  individual  fettler  of  that  country  ?  Surely  it  would 
be  an  endlefs  work.  Who  then  ib  proper  as  thofe  in  whom 
they  place  implicit  faith,  and  confidence,  and  whofe  decifions 
they  will  abide  by  !  Such  arc  the  corigrefs ;  nor  can  I  think 
the  minifter  does  wi(h  to  pay  the  paltry  compliment  of  a  pre- 
ference to  the  provincial  councils,  and  affemblies  ;  unlefs  he  v 
can  forget  how  long  they  were  treated  with  the  moft  fhameful 
contempt  and  difgracc,  and  that  he  drew  this  fatal  fword  to 
prove  they  did  not  reprefent  America. 

But,  Sir,  I  beg  pardon  for  deviating  fo  far  from  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  day  as  to  talk  of  reconciliation,  peace,  and  com-r 
merce ;  for  I  underftand  the  noble  Lord  docs  ftill  perfift,^ 
he  can  by  force  of  arms  recover  the  trade  and  amity  of  the 
colonies.  I  think  they  will  continue  to  fhew  us,  that  by 
fuch  methods  it  is  imprafticable  to  attain  thofe  ends :  but  even 
were  it  poffible  he  fhould  fticceed,  permit  me  to  fay  (if  as  a 
feaman  I  may  be  indulged  with  a  profeffional  qomparifon)  I  « 
could  never  approve  of  that  pilot^  who  when  he  might  have 
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ftccrcd  the  vcflcl  through  a  fafc  and  pleafant  channel,  dircfts 
her  courfe  ^imongft  rocks,  and  qaickfands,  telling  me,  for  my 
bcfl  hope,  that  he  has  ingenuity  enough,  to  extricate  her  at 
laft. 
'         Sir,  I  comprehend,  tliat  miniftry  now  apply  to  Parliament 
for  leventeen  thoufand  Germans  to  fend  to  America,     Good 
God,  for  what  end  ?  To  enllave  a  hundred  and  fifty  thouiand 
of  their  own  countrymen,  many  of  whom  fled  fr<xn  tyrants 
to  feek  our  proteftion.     And,  Sir,  J  {peak  in  moderation; 
for  pailing  over  Georgia  and  Weft  Florida,  where  they  have 
fome  confiderable  fettlements,  there  is  Penfy  Ivania,  one  of  the 
largeft  and  moft  flouriftiing  of  the  colonies,  fituated  in  the 
iineft  climate ;  it  is  above  one  half  peopled  by  Germans, 
they  fpcak  that  language  and  fcarcely  any  £ns;li(h«    The 
German  flats  on  the  Mohawk  river,  which  extend  at  the  back 
of  New- York  and  the  Jerfeys,  are  very  highly  cultivated,  and 
cftccmed  the  beft  lands  ot  any  of  thofe  provinces.     Some 
thoufands  of  Germans  are  the  fettlers  and  improvers  of  thae 
country,  and  thefe  I  have  mentioned,  are  the  nearell  inhabi- 
tants to  the  five  nations  of  Indians.     They  trade  with  them, 
fpeak  their  language,  and  it  is  moft  natural  to  fuppofe  they 
•  will  eafily  perfuade  them  to  take  up  the  .hatchet  aeainft  the 
King^s  forces.     The  Germans  have  fome  confiderable  fettle- 
ments  9n  the  Connefticut  river,  but  it  is  true  the  feweft 
Germahs  are  in  New-England  iind  the  northern  provinces.    I 
do  prefume,  Sir,  That  is  the  reafon  why  the  congrefs  have 
not  hitherto  tliought  it  neceflary  to  call  more  of  them  to  die 
provincial  army. 

I  fliall  only  add  to  this  account  of  the  Germans,  that  the 
,  encouragement  for  them  to  quit  their  own  country  and  be- 

come fetiers  in  America,  was  fo  great,  fo  very  great,  that  the 
German  princes  found  it  abfolutely  necefiary  to  make  it  death 
by  their  laws  to  carry  any  more  of  them  out,  and  the  Palatine 
and  fliips  that  ufed  fo  frequently  to  convey  them  have  of  late 
years  ceafed  to  arrive  at  the  ports  of  our  colonies. 

To  conquer,  and  to  govern  by  military  force,  thefe.  fettlcn 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  that  vaft  continent,  with  fuch  a 
handful  of  German  and  Britifh  forces,  I  do  indeed,  Sir, 
hold  to  be  imprafticable  ;  but  I  think  it  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity for  our  hired  troops  to  defert,  becaufe  they  will  moft 
likely  be  offered  lands,  and  protcftion.     Thefe  warlike  tranf- 

g3rts  wc  are  to  fit  out  may  then  be  confidered  as  good  as  the 
alatijic  fhips  for  peopling  An^rica  with  Germans, 
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I  do  prefume^  Sir,  it  is  not  good  policy  to  hire  thefe  foreign 
troops ;  firft,  becaufe  they  will  provoke  five  times  the  num- 
ber of  their  own  countrymen  in  America,  and  a  great  many 
Indians,  to  join  the  provincial  army.  Secondly,  becaufe  they 
will  defert,  and  accept  of  lands,  which  when  they  have' done, 
wc  have  hired  troops  to  fight  againft  ourfelves ;  for  furely 
irvhen  like  thofe  who  became  fettlers  before  them,  they  fee  an 
uncultivated  wild  grow  fruitful  and  beautiful  under  their 
hands,  they  will  readily  join  in  protecting  that  property  and 
the  jufk  rights  of  America  againft  the  oppreffive  impolitions 
of  an  enterprifing  miniflry.  Sir,  forcfeeing  thefe  probable 
events,  havmg  pailed  fome  winters  and  fummers  in  America, 
and  part  of  that  time  under  hofpitable  roofs,  I  think  it 
would  be  wrong  in  me  to  give  a  filent  vote  upon  the  prefent 
occafion.  But  I  do  not  mean  to  intrude  any  longer,  becaufe 
there  are  many  able  and  diflinguiflied  men  I  fhall  have  niuch 
43iore  pleafure  and  fatisfa£tion  m  liflehing  to,  than  in  makin? 
any  attempt  to  draw  their  attention  towards  me.  I  (haU 
therefore  only  beg  leave  to  add  one  more  reafon  why  I  think  it 
right  to  give  my  voice  and  vote  againft  thefe  meafures  and 
againft  the  noble  Lord's  motion,  which  reafon  is,  that  I  want 
faitli  to  believe  the  compliments  of  foreign  minifters  are  as 
good  a  fecurity  for  the  fifeguard  of  (treat-Britain  or  of 
Hanover,  as  the  German  and  Britifh  forces,  that  arip  fhame- 
fully  to  be  fent  to  maffacre  his  Majefty's  injured  fvbjefts .  in 
America,  whilft  we  are  left  defeocclcfs  both  by  fca  and 
land. 

Mr.  JoWffe  faid,  that  as  matters  now  ftood,  it  was  im-  Mr.  yt/j^ei 
pofiible  to  retreat,  that  confcquently  troops  muft  be  had,  in 
order  to  carry  the  propofed  meafure  into  execution.  This 
could  no|t  be  efiefted  without  a  fufiicicnt  force,  and  the  pre- 
fent being  the  moft  feafible  means  of  procuring  tliat  force, 
for  his  part,  he  could  not  perceive  how  it  was  poffible  for 
any  perfon  who  approved  of  one,  to  confiftently  objeft  to  the 
other. 

^Ix.  George  GrenvUle  ohtcrvti^   that  he  had  fcarccly  beenMr.C/tf^ 
long  enough  in  public  life  to  fix  before  now  his  fentiments  GrtnvUle, 
relating  to   America.     That  he  had  no  doubt  of  the   right 
of  the  Parliament  to  tax  America,  and  confcquently  muft       ^ 
concur  in   the   coercive  meafures.      He  was  far  from  ap- 
proving all   the  fteps  adminiftration  had    taken,    but  that 
at  prelcnt  the  main  point  rcftcd  on  this  alternative ;  fhall 
we    abandon  America,    or  fhall  we  recover  our  fovereign- 
ty  over  tliat  country  ?    The  cxpence  is  to  be  fure  heavy, 
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and  the  terms  now  before  us  hard ;  but  if  wc  do  not 
confent  to  rclinquifh  all  our  pretcnfions  at  once,  we  had 
better  mnke  one  effort  more  ;  and  if  we  fliould  mifcarry,  wc 
will,  in  that  event,  be  litle  worfe  than  if  wc  henceforth 
defifted  from  all  furUier  pretenfions. 

JobtScM.  Governor  Johnjione  inhfted,  that  the  paper-credit  of  Ame- 
rica was  full  as  good  as  ours,  and  would  anfwcr  every  ef- 
feftual  purpofe  tl^jat  the  paper-credit  of  Cireat  Britain  pof- 
iibly  could.  He  faid,  he  was  furprilcd  to  hear  an  honourable 
member,  early  in  the  debate,  defcribc  paper-credit  as  one  of 
the  great  pillars  of  this  nation  ;  he  contended,  that  a  love  of 
liberty  was  fufficient  to  furmount  all  difficulties,  and  inftanced 
the  cafe  of  the  Dutch  in  tlie  reliftance  they  made  to  the  op- 
preffion  and  tyranny  of  the  Spaniards,  who,  on  their  recog- 
nition as  a  free  ftace,  by  their  cruel  talkmafters,  were  m- 
debted  in  no  lels  a  fum  Aan  ninety  millions  fterling. 

Yd.  AVfA.  Lord  North  exprelTed  his  furprifc  ^t  hearing  fo  much  ftrcfs 
laid  on  the  impropriety  of  carrying  on  a  war  againft  our  fel- 
lovv-fubjefts.  For  his  part,  he  always  imagined,  that  a  civil 
war  called  moft  urgently  for  a  fpeedy  and  eiFeAual  fupprcf- 
fion.  Such  wars  were  no  novelties  m  this  country.  Were 
.  i>ot  the  Irifli  our  fcUovv-fubjefts  in  1690  ?  Were  not  tlie 
Scotch  fo  in  1715,  and  1 745  ?  Anxl  did  any  perfon  ever  affign 
it  as  a  reaion  that  thole  rebellions  fliould  not  be  crulhed,  be- 
caufe  the  rebels  Vv'erc  our  fellow-fubjefts  ?  He  inlifted,  that 
the  cafes  of  America  and  the  United  Provinces  were  extreme- 
ly different ;  that  the  latter  w?.s  privately  abetted,  and  pub- 
licly fupported ;  and  y»t,  if  her  commerce  had  been  cut  oft, 
notwithflanding  all  the  aid  flie  derived  from  her  powerful 
friends  (as  that  qf  America  fliortly  will)  ftie  muft  have  been 
obliged  to  -Aibmit, 

Mr»  Fox.  Mr^  Fox  obrer\'ed,  that  his  Lordfliip  was  never  twice  in 
the  fame  temper,  ngr  of  the  fame  opinion,  A  few  nights 
ago  his  Lordfhip  confeflcd  he  could  not  promife  but  that 
fome  foreign  power  might  interfere ;  and  now  he  reafoncd  ss 
if  he  was  certain,  that  Amerlpa  would  be  cut  off  from  all 
public  or  private  fupport  of  foreign  powers.  He  wifhcd  his 
Lordlhip  would  take  one  fide  or  other  of  the  argument,  ^d 
adhere  to  it ;  for  if  he  granted  the  poflibllity  of  fuch  an  in- 
terference, then  his  whole  argumerit  amounted  to  juft  nothing. 
If,  on  jChe  other  hand,  he  was  certain  of  a  flrift  neutrality  on 
the  part  of  France  and  Spain,  he  begged  never  again  to  hear 
a  fyllable  of  a  poihbility  of  their  inurferin^  in  the  prclcnt 
diiputcs.  '  N 
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Lord  George  Germain  defended  die  meafure  on  the  ground 
if  neceflity.  He  quoted  a  number  of  precedents,  to  Ihew 
hat  in  every  war  or  rebellion  we  had  recourfe  to  foreigners 
o  fight  our  battles,  and  to  fupport  our  government*  His 
ordmip  adve'^ed  particularly  to  the  feveral  treaties,  ihenum- 
)er  of  troops  employed,  the  terms  on  which  they  were  hired, 
md  the  fervices  in  which  they  were  employed* 

Lord  Barrington  fupported  the  motion,  becaufc  he  owned  Lord  Bar^ 
hat  recruits  could  not  be  procured  on  any  terms.     He  con-  ""X'*^ 
circd  that  the  bargain  was  not  fo  advantageous  as  he  could 
lave  wilhed  ;  but  it  was,  he  was  certain,  the  beft  that  could 
)e  made.     They  had  prefcribed  the  terms,  and  we  were  com- 
)ellcd  by  neceflity  to  accept  of  them. 

Colonel  Barre  was  fcvere  on  the  laft  noble  lord.  He  Col.  Barri. 
eminded  him  of  the  aflurance  he  gave  on  a  former  occaiion, 
hat  no  foreign  troops  we're  meant  to  be  employed.  He 
loped  he  would  not  relbrt  to  his  old  apology,  that  he  was  not 
)t*  the  cabinet ;  or,  if  he  Ihould,  that  he  would  never  more 
)afs  his  own  fpcculations  on  the  Houfe,  as  originating  from 
Luthority,  on  communications  received  from  thofc  in  the 
rabinet  who  were  fuppofed  to  inftruft  and  authorife  him  to 
;ive  thofe  aflurances.  He  turned  then  to  the  minifter,  and 
ivas  fevere  on  him  and  his  colleagues  in  office,  telling  them 
)lainly,  that  they  were  not  fit  to  condudl  the  affairs  of  a  great 
lation,  citlier  in  peace  or  war.  He  attacked  the  treaties, 
md  thofe  who  advilbd  them,  and  pointed  out  the  great  dan- 
ger and  rifquc  of  introducing  fuch  a  number  of  foreigners 
nto  the  kingdom,  alluding  to  the  cafe  of  Francis  the  Firft  of 
Prance,  among  many  others,  who  experienced  the  inconve- 
ilcncics  of  fo  hazardous  an  experiment. 

Governor  Johnjlone  to  explain ;  but  proceeding  to  debate.  Governor 
30  was  called  to  order,  as   introducing  new  matter.     The  7o^'5/'««* 
rhr.ir  being  appealed    to,   he  was  interrupted,  and  obliged 
:o  fit  down. 

Lord  North  anfwered  feveral  objeftions  made  to  the  treaties,  Ld.  North* 
is  well  as  others  relative  to  the  ftate  of  our  navy  at  home. 
He  Hiid  that  this  country  would  not  be  in  danger  when  the 
irmamcnt  cjeftincd  for  America  had  failed,  for  we  fliould  ftill 
uve  the  ufual  number  of  guard  111  ips,  and  it  was  not  intended 
:o  fend  one  line  of  battle  fliip  to  that  part  of  the  world. 

Colonel  Barre  to  explain.     He  iaid,  he  was  in  tlic  jucig-Col.  r^rrc. 
iient  of  the   Roule,  if   the  noble  lord    at  the  hen  J  of  the 
^'ar  department,  did  not  ftate   25,000  men,  as  the  whole  of 
:iie  force  intended  for  America  for  the   (ervlcc  ol"  the   ycr.r 
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1776,  on  the  day  he  prefcjited  the  military  eftimates^  adding 
at  the  fame  time,  that  not  a  iingle  foreigner  was  to  be  takea 
into  Britilh  pay. 
G«a.  Ciit.  General  Conway  infifted  that  adminiftration  had  moft 
*"■''  fliamefuHy,  if  not  bafcly,  broke  their  word  with  America, 
refpefting  the  circular  letter  wrote  by  lord  Hillfborotigh  to 
the  feveral  provincial  affemblies,  while  fecrctary  of  ftate  for 
that  country.  He  obferved,  thatt  adminiftration  one  day  pro- 
fefs  to  relinquifh  all  idea  of  a  revenue  ;  the  next  day  they 
infift  on  taxation ;  a  third,  they  folcly  contend  for  fupremacy 
and  commercial  controul ;  and  again,  we  will  not  tax,  but 
we  will  have  a  certain  fpecific  lum  t>f  money.  He  appealed 
to  the  candour  and  good  fenfc  of  thofc  who  heard  him,  if  it 
were  poffible  fbr  America  to  know  what  to  do,  or  what  Ihc 
could  depend  on  ;  for,  fuppofing  flie  were  willing  to  confent 
to  any  one,  or  all  of  thofe  fchemes,  what  certainty  would 
Ihe  have  in  fuch  a  fluftuation  of  opinions,  fuch  difcOrdant 
fentiments,  fuch  unfteadinefs  of  counfels,  but,  that  the 
very  next  day  the  whole  fyftem  may  be  abandoned,  and 
fome  new  claim  made  upon  them,  **  perhaps  the  fruitful  pa- 
rent of  a  hundred  more.'*  What  was  tlie  conciliatory  pro- 
polition  of  laft  year,'  taking  it  in  the  moft  favourable  in- 
terpretation, but  the  old  claim  of  taxing,  dreflcd  in  another 
garb  ?  In  fliort,  he  could  fee  nothing  but  naked  deftruftioii 
prefent  itfelf  on  every  fide  ;  for,  let  America  confent,  or  let 
her  refift,  he  perceived,  nay,  he  was  perfeftly  fatisfied,  that 
the  ruin  of  this  empire  was  inevitable.  He  treated  the  idea 
of  reducing  America  as  impra£ticablc  and  ahfurd ;  and  if  it 
were  not,  he  pronounced  it  at  once  cruel,  opprcffive,  impoli- 
tic, ruinous,  and  unjuft. 
W.  Mui-  Lord  Mulgrave  faid,  he  had  ever  approved  of  Mr.  Grcn-r 
grave.  ville's  fyftcm  of  colony-government ;  that  his  prophpfv  was 
now  literally  fulfilled  ;  for  he  faid,  if  the  ftamp-a£t  ffiould 
be  repealed,  it  would  produce  all  die  conlequcnces  that  have 
fince  happened.  That  the  repealing  that  aft  was  the  caul'e 
pf  all  our  prefent  difputes  ;  and  that  whatever  was  thrown 
oat  rcfpcAing  his  conduft,  was  equally  untrue  and  ill-founded; 
far  as  he  was  always  againft.  the  repeal,  fo  he  was  now  in 
favour  of  coercive  mcafurcs,  never  confidering  on  which  fide 
adminiftration  voted. 
U.  Ktrtk.  Lord  AV/fe,  in  reply  to  General  Conwav,^^  faid,  he  was 
not  refponfible  for  what  Lord  HiUft>orough  or  anj  other 
mcnnber  of  adminiftration  might  have  done  or  prpmifed  be- 
fore iiQ  came  into  office ;  yet  if  he  Ijad  been  one  of  the  ad- 
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ifers  of  that  mca{urc,.hc  thought  he  could  fully  juftify  him- 
blf  on  the  conciliatory  propofition  which  he  had  the  honour 
0  fubmit  to  the  Houie  laft  year,  for  that  went  beyond  any 
hing  contained  in  the  circular  letter  fald  to  be  written  by  the 
•^oblc  Lord.  The  propofition  fecured  the  application  of  the 
)ort-duties  to  the  ferrices  of  the  colony  where  fuch  dytics 
hould  happen  to  arife,  which  plainly  removei  the  only  ob- 
eftion  that  had  been  previoufly  made  to  them,  that  of  draw- 
ng  the  produce  of  fuch  duties  into  the  Britilh  exchequer. 
His  Lordfhip  was  then  extremely  jocular  on  fome  of  the  ar- 
guments made  ufe  of  by  Governor  Johnftone,  General  Con- 
A^ay,  and  Colonel  Barrc,  relative  to  the  native  ftfength  of 
America,  ancl  the  perfonal  prowefs  of  its  inhabitants,  on  the 
Jangen  of  a  foreign  invafion,  and  on  the  probable  confe- 
jucnces  of  introducing  a  body  of  foreigners  into  our  domi- 
lions  in  America,  and  the  miraculous  tScdis  of  American 
paper-credit. 

Mr.  £«rfe  complimented  his  Lordfhip  on  his  talents  for  Mr,  JBari*. 
ridicule,  his  political  vitticilins,  and  ironical  ftrif^ures.  He 
Dbferved,  that  hisLordfhip  one  day  came  down  to  the  Houfe 
with,  a  very  grave  ferious  argumcnCative  air,  and  told  the 
country  gentlemen,  that  they  fhould  have  a  revenue,  for  it 
W3S  the  very  point  in  iffuc.  The  next  he  changed  his  tone, 
and  as  gravely  affirmed,  that  nothing  was  farther  from  his 
intentions;  ror  it  was  the  fuprcxye  legiflative  power  of 
Parliament  that  employed  all  his  ileeping  and  waking 
thouglits  ;  a  paltry  trifling  revenue  was  beneath  the  <Hgnity 
and  wife  conuderation  of  a  Britlfh  Parliament.  Again,  the 
diipute  only  related  to  the  deftru£tion  of  the  tea  at  Bofton  ^^ 
neither  the  revenue  nor  fupremacy  made  any  part  of  thc^ 
controverfy.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fcffion  not  a  fingle 
foreigner  was  intended  to  be  em{>loyed  ;  now  nothing  is  to 
be  effcftcd  without  the  aid  of  foreign  mercenaries ;  but  if  nc- 
ceffity  (hould  compel  us  to  employ  foreigners,  it  was  only  be- 
caufc  they  could  be  procured  upon  cheaper  terms.  The  ne- 
ceifity  is  arrived ;  but  the  pretence  of  cheapneis  is  at  once 
abandoned ;  for  it  turns  out,  that  for  every  thoufand  fo- 
reigners we  have  taken  into  our  fervice,  we  (hall  pay  ^s  much 
as  for  one  jthouiand  five  hundred  native^.  If  his  Lordlhip 
was  charged  with  being  the  promoter  of  thofe  meafures,  tlie 
faft  was  denied,  he  only  co-operated  with  the  reft  of  the 
King's  (crvants ;  if  they  were  attributed  to  any  other  fet  of 
men,  he  inftantly  put  in  his  claim  to  the  whole  merit.  If  he 
was  reproached  with  verfatility  of  fentimcnt,  or  contrarlefy 
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of  opinion,  he  laughed  at  his  oppdnents,  and  turned  the  whole 
into  a  mere  matter  of  ridicule.  So  that,  oA  die  whole,  fuprc- 
macy  or  no  fuprcmacy,  revenue  or  no  revenue,  foreigners  0: 
natives,  cheapnefs  or  dearnefs,  refponfibility  or  no  refpon- 
fibility,  his  llordfhip  fcemed  to  regard  very  little,  the  whole 
was  made  to  end  in  a  joke ;  promifcs,  reafons,  and  arguments, 
were  made  to  yield  to  minifterial  pleafantry  and  good-humocr, 
the  Houfe  was  made  merry,  a  laugh  was  created,  and  the 
mere  grumblers  were,  as  they  defer vcd,  turned  into  ridicule 
and  contempt. 
Mr.  Stow  ]yir.  Stanhope  condemned  the  meafurcs  purfued  hy  adminif- 
^^*  tration,  as  leading  us  into  confcquences  of  a  moft  ferious  and 

alarming  nature.     He  infifted,  tliat  the  meam  propofed  to 
carry  them  into  execution,- were  not  lefs  exceptionable  than 
the  policy  which  gave  birth  to  them ;  and  if  pemfted  in,  muft 
not  only  caufe  the  entire  lofs  of  America,  but  muft  fubjft  us 
to  additional  burthens  we  (hould  never  be  able  to  bear. 
Sir  Gw£e        Sir  George  Savlle  entered  into  feveral  comparative  compu- 
^^'*^        tations,  relative  to  the  terms  of  the  prefent  treaties;  and  fhcw- 
ed,  that  it  was  never  known  fince  the  prefent  cuftom  of  hir- 
ing mercenary  troops  prevailed,  that  fo  dilgraceful  or  dear  a 
bargain  had  been  made,  even  wh6n  the  total  difTolution  of  tlie 
'  cftabliflied  form  of  government  had  been  threatened,  and  re- 

bellions had  exifted  in  the  very  bowels  of  the  kingdom. 
Ut.  Jtijfi;^  Mr.  Righy  obferved,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  fcffioa 
oppofition  objefted,  that  the  military  eftimates  were  too  low, 
and  not  adequate  to  the  purpofes  of  abfolute  coercion,  yet 
now  that  defeft  was  attempted  to  be  remedied,  .tljcy  were 
.  ready  to  oppofc  the  increafed  expence  ;  and  feemcd  refovcd  to 
find  fault  m  either  event.  He  faid  he  fhould  not  be  furprifed 
to  hear  them  find  fault  with  the  vrar  itfelf,  but  he  confcflcd 
he  was  aftonifhed  to  hear  them  condemn  the  moft  efFeftual 
mode  of  obtaining  the  objefts  for  which  only  it  was  fet  on 
foot,  that  of  compelling  America  to  return  to  a  ftatc  of  obe- 
dience. They  mijrht!  mdeed  controvert  the  jufticc  of  the 
war,  but  he  could  not  poffibly  conceive  how  they  could  oppofc 
thofe  who  were  already  convinced  of  its  juftice,  contrary  to 
their  own  exprefs  ftntiments,  declared  in  parliament.  Among 
the  reft,  he  cxpreflcd  his  aftonifhment  at  what  had.falloa  from 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  [Colonel  Barre|  who  hail 
condemned  the  war  as  impolitic,  ruinous,  and  unjuft,  when 
he  recollefted,  that  that  very  gentleman  had  both  fpoke  and 
voted  for  the  Bofton  port-bill,  which  was  the  great  leading 
and  fundamental  bafiSi  and  caufe  of  the  prefect  civil  war. 
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Colonel  Barri  to  explain.  He  owned  the  charge;  but  hSt^^*  ^^^^ 
tontended,  it  proceeded  from  miftake  and  mifinformation ; 
for  the  minifter  had  given  the  moft  explicit  and  fuUeft  afTu- 
tances  that  the  micrchants  of  Bofton  had  defired  fuch  a  bill ; 
and  that  the  people  of  the  Maflachufets  bay  would,  as  foon  as 
it  was  pafled^  immediately  return  to  their  duty.  Experience, 
however,  had  taught.him  what  deferee  of  credit  any  official 
or  minifterial  information  defcrved ;  if  therefore  he  Ihould 
ever  happen  to  oiFend  in  the  fame  way,  he  muft  do  it  with 
hit  eyes  open ;  for  at  preftnt,  all  communications  froni  cither 
the  minifter  or  his  colleagues  in  office,  if  they  at  all  deferved 
attention,  it  waft  only  to  underftand  diem  in  a  direft  contrary 
lenie  to  what  thofe  communications  obviouily  imported. 

Mr,  Alderman  Bull,  I  cannot.  Sir,  at  this  time,  forbear  Mr.  AUer* 
to  exprefs  my  aftoniihment  and  concern,  that  early  in  the  maa  bmiu 
prefent  feffion  fo  many  gentlemen  fhouldhave  been  prevailed 
tipon,  by  ahy  conliderations,  to  ftand  forth  in  the  moft  ferious 
and  folemn  manner,  to  approve  and  fanftify  thofe  cruel  and 
arbitrary  mcafurfes  which  were  recommended,  and  have  been 
fatally  carried  into  execution,  by  an  unfeeling,  an  unrelent- 
ing aominifthttion,  who  have  dared  to  abufe  the  throne  by 
their  wicked  and  fanguinary  councils,  and  whofe  whole  c.oh- 
duft  has  proved  oiexh  entirely  deftitute  of  every  principle  pf 
juftice^  humiitity,  and  the  religion  of  their  country.  Their 
infadable  thirft  tor  Proteftant  blood  has  been  long  evident  ; 
and  it  cries  aloud  to  Heaven  for  vengeance,  as  well  as  fo^  thi 
juft  indignation  of  a  long  abufed,  infulted,  oppreiTed  peqile; 
To  exult  in  the  deftruftion  of  our  moft  valuable  coftirfiercial 
friends,  and  Proteftant  fellow-fubjeAs ;  to  pray  that  the  fame 
horrid  Icenes  may  be  repeated;  that  war,  defblation,  and 
bloodihed  may  prevade  the  whole  continent  of  America,  xin-^ 
left  it  ftiall  bow  its  devoted  head  to  Popery,  to  poverty,  to 
the  moft  abjeA  and  ignqmimous  llavery,  were  not  the  fa£b 
on  record,  would  be  thought  incredible  t  ^hzt  record.  Sir, 
to  a  nation  profeffin^  a  regard  to  liberty^  and  die  rights  of 
hiimanity,  will  remaman  eternal  monument  of  rej^ach. 

Sir,  is  it  certain^  is  it  probable,  that  the  exertions  of  mi- 
nifterial tyranny  and  revenge  will  be  much  longer  permitted  ? 
that  there  will  be  no  appeal  to  ftop  the  further  ^Suuon  of  Pro- 
teftant blood  ?  Or  can  it  be  expefied  that  the  people  of  this 
country,  reducing  by  thoufahds  tb  beggary  and  want,  will 
remain  idle  ^&ators  till  the  fword  is  at  their  breafts,  or 
dragoons  at  their  doors  ?  God  forbid  1  I  am  not  infenfib)« . 
bow  much  profe&ons  of  patriotism  are  become  a  fubjeft  of 

Vou  III«  B  b  b  ndirak. 
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*  ridipulc.  To  the  aftonlflin^cat  of  the  world,  .the  love  of  ou*" 
country  has  been  ridiailed  ^yithiu'thefe  walls'.  And  yc^  Sir^ 
this  (hall  not  reftralfi  jne,    WliUe  IwiU  umfonnlY  withold 

-  the  offer  of  njy  life  apd  fprtwnc  ip  f^pport  of  nuoiiftcTial^dcf- 
potifiaa,  I  wifn  ittobeund^rftood,  tbat  whcjicvcr  an  occafipn 
li|ay  call  f^r  it,  I  will  cjic^^ully  {acri|ic^  both  in  defrflci&  of 
jthe  liberties  of  the  people.  ' 

The  war  that  yoiji  ^re  np^y  waging;,  i%  ^  imuft  oi^e ;  it  if 
founded  in  opprel^on,  and  ijts  ^nd  ^n^  bp  4iij93:efs  9Ad  di%race« 
Let  not  the  hiftoria,n  be  pblfg^d  to  fay  t!h^)[  the  JLu/Ean  and 

•  the  German  flaye  was  hired  to  fub!d\ji,<?  pjie  foi^f  of  ^nglifiimen 
and  of  freedom.;  and  th^t  in  thp  i7?ign  of  a  Prince  of  the 
houfe  of  Brunfwick,  every  infaniou^  ^jbiempt  was  niad^  to  cx- 
ting;uiih  that  fpirit  whi^  brought  |iis  a^peftors  to  the  throne, 
and  in  fpite  pf  treachery  'sjnd  rpbpUipii  feated  thcm'finnly 
ppon  it. 

I  fhall  not  iiQw  trouble  the  Houft  ^jr  further,  than  to  de- 
clare my  abhofrenc^  of  all  the  meaiurcs  which  have  been 
adopted  ^inft  America ;;  meafures  equally  inimical  to  the 
principles  of  commerce,  to  the  Ipirit  of  the  coifftitutip^,  and 
to  the  'hppour^  to  the  faitlj^  and  the  tx^p  dignity,  of  ^  Bri- 
tifli  nation. 

At  a  quarter  after  ty?p,  Ae  qupftioo  op  Lord  Nprdi'«  mor 
tion  was  put,  and  agr^^d  tq  by  a  m^prity  0^24^  to  88« 

Jn  ACCOUNT  of  £XTRAOiU9iKA¥.Y  ^$iiviC£9  imwrred^  andpaxi  hf 
the  right  bonQurabUl^v^^xii  ^x^"^^ ^paymafitrrg^mrd  of  bis  M^eft^i 
forcesy  letween  tbf  9/A  ^Mardi,  /177J,  wd  ^  $\/i  of  January, 
1776,  and  not  provide^  for  by  P^Uamcntm 

Datet  of  £.        u      4 

Warrants. 

Sept.  26.  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  major  general 
Boyd,  lieutenant  governor  of  Gibraltar,  for 
public  fervices  there  -         -  -         -i2i6S6 

Dec.  4.  To  a  bilj  of  exchange  drawn  by  lieutensuat 
colonel  Samuel  Towhmend,  for  freight,  land- 
ings and  carriage,  of  cloathing,  arms,  &c. 
for  additional  companies  to  be  raifed  in  Ire- 
land, for  the  feveral  regiments  fcrving  in 
Korth  America         -  -         -         --         84113 

^uly  6«  '  To  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  Guy  Carle- 
ton,   cfq.  for  public  fervices  •  -     7483  11     ^ 
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^  yj  c 

To   bills  of   exchange  drawn  by  H.  T, 
Cramahej  cflj.  for  public  fcrviccs 

To  ditto  drawn  by*  William  Lcyborne,  clq. 
for  public  fefvic6s         -  -  -  - 

To  ditto  drawn  by  Wiilam  Stuart,  cfq,  for 
^776*     public  fef vices  -  "  -         " 

^an.  13.    To  ditto  drawn  by  Thomas  Storcr,   for  a 
cargo  of  floui:  ftrdjpp^  in  Virginia  by  die  carl 
1775.     of  Dunmore  .         -  -  -  -    2284  15    o 

jCfar^^t.    To    Thoftas*  Harfcy  and  Henry  Drum- 
mond,  cfqrs.  to  be  by  them  applied  dnd  ih- 
veftcd  irf  th^  p^fchafin^  &)anith  a^d  Portu- 
gal coins,  for  the  uftr  and  lervicc  of  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  forces inNorthAifaerica  21^00    o    0 
yutui4.     To  ditto,  to  be  by  them  ap- 
plied   ^nia   invcfted   in   pur- 
chafing  ditCo^  for  the  tifb  of 
to  forcesin  ditto      -      -     -  20000    O    o 
JufyB.       To  ditto  for  fhefervicc  of 

the  forces  iftditt©        -        -  loooo    o    6 
f2.     To  ditto  for  the  fervicc  of 

the  forces  111  ditto    -      -     -  30660    00 

29.  To  dind  for  tli6  ftfvicc  of 

the  forces  itt  ditto      -      -      -  16600    O    o 
^g.  ay.     To  ditto  forthc  fenrice  of 

the  fordes  in  ditto     -      -     -  16606    o    6 
Sepu  15.     To  ditto  for  Ae  ftnrice  o^ 

the  forces  in  ditto         -         -  26606    6    O 
OE?.  i.      .  To  ditta  for  the"  fervicc  of 

the  forces  in  ditto        -         -  48996    8'    9^ 
14.    To  ditto  for  tTie  ffiiVice  of 

the  forces  in  ditto      ^-        -  2fco66    o    O 
Nov.  14.     To  ditto  for  tlie  fttvice  of 

dfif^forces  in  ditto  -    -         -  2^)000    o    6 
16.    To  ditto  for  the  fttvice  of 

the  forjd^i  in  diftd        -         •  tS^jfff  itt^    4' 

30.  To  di*o  for  tiEe  fervice  of  ^ 

the  forces  in  ditto        -^        -  2?666b    6    6' 

To  ditto  for  the  fervicc?  ct 
the  forces  in  ditto     -     -      -  20600    o    o 
Dec.  7.       To  ditto  for  the  fcrVice  of 

the  forces  in  ditto     »      -     •  20066    O    o 

Fbb-2  To 


Digitized  by 


Google 


36a  PARLIAMENTARY  A.%^^6, 

'775-.  £•      V     * 

To  iittq  for  the  fcnricc  of    ' 

IJ76.     the  forces  in  ditto     r     -     -  20OQO    0    O 

Jan.  16.    To  ditto  for  the  fervice  of 

the  forces  in  ditto     •      -     -  26000    o    O 

20.     To  ditto  for  the  fervice  of 

the  forces  in  ditto     -      -     ..  26000    o    O 

To  ditto  for  the  fervice  of 

the  forces  in  ditto     -      -     -  20O0O    O    0 

To, ditto  for  the  fervice  of 

the  forces  in  ditto     -     t      r  2O00O    O    O 

To  ditto  for  the  {ervice  of 

the  forces  in  ditto     r      -     r  200QO    p    o 

1975.  -^-r. P-^—  408809       5       1} 

Jan.  2g.  Tq  Sif  ThoDjas  Mills,  receiver  general 
of  the  revenues  in  the  province  of  C^ebec^ 
to  enable  him  to  carry  on  payments  for  the 
fervice  of  civil  government  there,  by  way  of 
impreft,  and  upon  account .        -         -        •    5000    O    O 

July  25.  To  John  Pownal,  efq.  for  procuring  proper 
prefents  for  the  Indians  bordering  on  the  colo- 
nies in  North  America  -  -  T    5000    O    Q 

Nov.  7.      To  Robert  Grant,  elq.  and  Co.  for  Ac  like  . 
fum  due  to  them  for  250  barrels  of  pork  fupr 
plied  by  them,   for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  m 
North  America  *•  •  -  r      9i6|34 

14.  To  Anthony  Bacon,  efq,  ia  full  difchs^rge 
of  the  like  fum  due  to  him  for  coals  and  por 
tatoes,  fpnt  {jy  .him  to  North  Ainerica,  fo^ 
the  ufe  of  the  forces  ther^     *  r  *  -?      *     r     r     75148  1:4    7 

Nov*  23.  To  Gilbert  Hagen,  jiicrchant,  for  ai>d  on 
behalf  of  Richard  Coote,  meichant,  owner 
of  a  cargo  of  wheat  ^d  flour  detained  at 
Bofton,  m  North  America,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  forces,  there        r  -   .     *        -        -    4306     i     | 

Q^.  12.  To  Thomas  Harley,  elq;  forfundrj^  fup- 
plies  fent  to  America,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
army  there        -        -  ?.     7440    5     i 

To  ditto  in  full  fatisfi^£lion  , 

and  difcharge  of  the  like  fun^ 
due  to  him  for  cloathing,  ac- 
coutrements, &c«  for  a  corp& 
pf  his  Maj^fly's  Canadian 
,  fubjefts        -        -        -      -  17696    6    o 

^   '  .    .■  ■    ■     15136   XI     I 
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!>«•  4«  To  William  Brymer,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
Archibald  Buchanan  and  George  Mathews, 
owners  of  a  cargo  of  wheat  and  flonr,  fecnred 
by  order  of  lieutenant  general  Gage,  for  the 
ufes  of  the  forces  in  North  America  -       0478    9     t  - 

OS.  %0.  To  Mcflrs*  Murc,^  Son,  and  Atkinfon,  in 
foil  fatisfaftion  and  difcharge  of  the  like  fum 
due  to  them  for  hay,  oats,  and  beans,  fent 
to  North  America  for  the  ufe  of  the  army 
there        -        -        -        -     693a    %    6 

To  ditto  for  v^tables, 
vinegar,    and  caiks,   fent  to  1 

fdiuo  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ** 

there        -        -        -  -     8797  16    3 

To  ditto  for  Iheep  and  hogs 
lent  to  North  America  for 
the  ufe  of  the  forces  there  981 1     9    4 

To  ditto  for  coal?  fent  by 
them  to  dittb  for  the  ufe  of 
ditto        -         -         -        -  '  8386  14a,, 

To  ditto  for  a  quantity  of 
ftrongbeer,  fent  to  ditto  for 
the  ufe  of  ditto  -^       -  X3899  i4    4 

P$c*  ao«     To    ditto   for  bay,   oats, 
beans,  and  fundry  ftores,  alfo 
for  charges  on  goods  ihipped  _ 
by  them,,  for  the  uie  of  ditto  10403  I2    5 

To  ditto  fbf-fheep  and  hogs,  , 

fent  by  them  to  ditto  for  3ie 
ufe  of  ditto     -----  16241     S  ^'  * 

To  ditto  coals  fent  bv  thein 
to  ditto  fpr  the  nfe  of  ditto        6288  17    9 

To  ditto  for  porter,  beer, 
fent  by  the^i  to  ditto  fpr  the 
life  of  ditto        -         -        .  14700  16    4 

To  ditto  for  vegetables, 
vinegar,  and  cal)^,  fent  by 
thom  to  ditto  for  the  ufe  of 
<£tto        .        ^        w        -  13031     8  10 

108487  18    O 

A?*  3*  '^^  Robert  Adair,elq.  infpeAor  general  of 
regimental  infirmaries,  to  enable  him'  tp  fatis- 
fy  iuch  bills,  as  are,  or  may  be  drawn  upon 
bm  fpr  pay  of  divert  extra  furgeons  and 
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fuf^on-s  inatesy  in  the  ceded  iflaiMls^  &c. 

I 666    6    6 
Jfav.  24«    To  dlfte  for  ditto  in  ditto       iodo    o    6 

1776.  .... 

Jan.  8.       To  ditto  for  ditto  in  ditto         265    o    o 

^r,  29.  To  Arnbld  Nc'ibitt,  Adam  Druiriihond^ 
and  Moles  FranksV  elqrs.  |bf  vT^uaUing  the 
forces  in  the  g^rrlfons  of  .Quebec  and  Mon- 
treal, between  251^  Oft.  and  24th  Dec. 
1774      -        -        -         r        857  II    s 

To  ditto  for  viftualiiA^  the 
forces  in  the  provinces  6( 
Maffachufet'a  Bay^  ^tw 
York,  &fe,  l>ctwbbA  the  25* 
Sept.  and  24th  Dec.  1*774 ; 
adio  for  provifions  ihipped  at 
New-Yo?k,  for'  tfiJ^  ufo  of 
the  forces  at  Bofton       -      -     77iS     '    4 

J^19«  To  ditto  for  viAuallmg 
the  forcer  in  ditto  provinces^ 
between  25th  Dec.  ijj^im 

ytm  26.     To  ditto  for  Via'iiallin^  the 
forces   in    the    provindea  ,of ' 
Quebec   and    Montreal'  Be*- 
tween  2Sfh  Dec^  1^174  iWd 
22dFeb.M7f5  -.     '      M   o    f 

29.    To  ditto  by  way  df  ad- 
vance, but  upon  account,  in' 
confideration*  of  fKe"  nxunbyr 
of  men    now    ftationed    in^  ^ 
America        -        -  -  zdciod  ,d    d 

Julyiu     To  ditto  for  viauallihgtKe' 
forces    in  t^c  provinccV  of^ 
MaflachiHet's  Bay'ahd'Nowy 
York,  between  24th  Feb.  and 
24th  April,  1775        .;^     -     fl?4?2    3    2 

26.    To  dittp^for  proyifioris  de-  ^         ,.        i 

Kifitcd  in  Qic  ftlmcJis  country,  -         •         - 
rtweeh  ixk  Aug.  and  2QCh 
Dec.  177*4.        -    .    r         7     ^P'^    ^\   i 
Jug.  1 2.    To  ditto  \l)y  'way  of  fdrf^er 
advance,  but  upon  account 
4  .  •  ift 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A.  1774-  DEBATES.  36^ 

in  confideration  6f  the  ms^r 
ber  of  men  now  ftatiaiu4  in 
America  -  -  r     fOOO    O    O 

28.    To  dit»>  ^r  nijbuijling  the  . 
forces    in    die    garrifoni  ioS 
Quebec    and  Montreal^  \jfiri 
tween  24th  of  Feb.  anij  g4A 

1775.  Apr.  177s        -         -         ..      954    5    S 
OAa.       ToAr^ol^JSTfl^tt,  /V^n 

Drummondy       and      Mq^ 
Franks,  efqrs.  for  proiFi^^s 
delivered  from  the  mag^ijie^ 
at  Montiealy  )>et7fen  13th  of. 
Sept.  1774,  and  isth  Ajwl, 

To  ditto  for  vi£tnallii^  Ac 

forces    in  the    provin<^   of 

Maflachnibt's  Bay  an4  hiiPf^ 

York,  between  25th  of  j^p^^il 

and  24tfa  June,  1775  ^    {814  1%    3 

^cv.  8.      To   ditto    for   viftviili»g 

the    forces    at   Quebec    ^4 

Montreal,    between  25^  «f 

April  and  24th  June,  197J, 

and  for  proviiions  forw^dei^ 

to  the  King's  ftoi^ehouf^,  fdir 

the  ufe  of  the  troops  in.  dbo 

earrifbns    of  Chambli^   ami 

St.  John  -         -         -     13^  j^    j 

Die,  J.       To   ditto    for   viaijfj^ 

the  forcef  in  thf  provincfsi  Qf 

New- York  and  Mairaci»^e£& 

Bay,  between  25th  Juiy  wd 

a4th  Auguft,  1775  •  -  *fH*  *8  • 
Tp  ditto  for  provifioq^  «b-* 

livered  from  the  magazines,  at 

Quebec  and  Montreal,  rarthc 

1776.  ufe  of  the  forces  at  Boib)^        1234^     3  i» 

Jwt.  16.  To  ditto  for  proviiions  de- 
livered from  ^t  n^a^zines  at 
Montreal,  between  the .  lAA  t 

^pril  and  14th  Oft.  17J5.    f    BfOOk^  16    a '  - 

To  ditto  by  way  of  fllsthql^  -   ^  .  ;  -  .  - . 

advance, 
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advance,  but  upon  account, 

in  confidcratfon  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  now  ftationed  in 
1775.     North  America  -         •*  loooo    €    o 

Julyti.   To  Richard  Vernon  Sadlier, 

elq,  for  proviiions  iflued  to 

the  forces  at  Halifax  in  Nova 

Scotia,    between    12th   Dec.~ 

1774,  and  30th  April,    1775 
Ncp»  25.    To    ditto    for    proviiions 

iflued  to  the  forces  at  ditto 

between   ift  May  and  20th 

Aug.  1775        •        •         •     S6a  19    6 
J^.  II.    ToChnftopherBcthelljefq. 

executor  to  the  late  Edward 

Codrin^on,    efq.    for    pro- 

vifions  iflued  to  the  forces  in 

Weft  Florida,  between  25tfa 

April  and  24th  Aug.  1774; 

for  proviiions  iflued  to  John 

Campbell,  engineer,  between 

3d  Jan.  1772  and  ift  Jan. 

1774,  for  proviiions  iflTued  to 

perfons  under  the  directions 

of  engineer   Durnford,    be* 

tween  ift  Aug«  1773,  and  21ft 

July,    1774;    for  prpvi&ms 

iflued'to  the  civil  brandi  of  .   . 

ordnance,  between  ift  Oft. 

1773,  and  30th  Sept.  1774, 

and  for  condemned  provifions     3 1 03    911 

Toditto  fbrprovmons  liTued 
to  the  forces  in  ditto,  between 
25th   Aug.   and  24th    Oft. 

1774,  for  provifions  received 
by  Mr.  Williams^  afting 
commiflary  of  ftores,  between 

.    25th  June,    177 1,  and  23d 
Feb.    1774,    find    for   con- 
demned moviiions         -      -     2095    o    2 
JVbt^  9i«    To  ditto,  for    provifions 

iflTued  to  .the  foices  in  ditto^       •      ' 
between  25th  Oft«  1774^  and 

23d 
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23d  Feb.   1775;   for  provi- 

fions  fupplied  the  hofpital  fur- 

geon,     between     25th    Dec. 

1773,  ^'^^  ^4*^   V>tz.  1774, 

for  bread  furniflled  in  lieu  of     ' 

flour,   and  for  extra  expences 

in  baking  bifcuit  -  4.  -  1827  1  ^ 
Mar.  31.     To  John  Stephenfoh  alid 

John  Blackburn,  efqrs,   con- 

ti-adlors    for    vidtialling.  the 

forces  in   Weft  Florida,    by 

way  of  impreft,  and  upon  ac-« 

count  -.  -  -  -  1500  o  6 
May  29*      To  ditto  by  way  Of  advance, 

and  upon  account,  for  viftu- 

alling  the  forces  in  ditto  -  1500  O  a 
dpTk  29.     To   Witter    Cuming  arid 

Kender    Mafon,    feftjrs*    for 

viAualling  the  forces  at  St. 

Auguftinc,    in  Eaft.  Florida, 

between  25th  Oft.  and  24th 

Dec*  1774         -  .         .       571     4     r 

iw.  2*       To    ditto    for    provifions 

iflued  to  the  forced  in  the  gar- 

rifon  of  St.  Auguftinc,  be- 
tween'25th  Dec.   1774,  and 

24th    April,   1775,     and   for- 

provifions  iftued  to  the  out- 
ports  dependent  on  that  gar- 

riibn,     between    21ft     Sept; 

1774,  and  4th  May,  1775, 
and  alfo  for  condemned  pro- 
vifions     .*      -      -     -     -     -     looi    10     7 

111159  12  2 
Towards  the  expence  of 
provifions  delivered  to  thirteen 
battalions  of  foot  in  North 
America,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
Newfoundland,  &c.— Apply 
the  fum  voted  upon  eftimates, 

1775,  for  that  fervice,  viz.  ^ 

'3958  19    ^* 
Vol.  III.  C  c  c  ,  Alfo 
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Alfothefums 
flopped  for  pro- 
vifions  deliver- 
ed to  the  faid 
battalion,  bc- 
tween25thjunc 
1774,  and  24Jth 
June,  177s     -     19751  5  2I 

33710     4     7 

■      77449    7     7 

Jlpr.  29,  To  John  Durand,  clq.  for 
proviiions  ifiued  to  die  troops 
in  Grenada,  between  ift  Oa. 
and  31ft  Decern.  1774      -    -     1127     %     5 

Mfxy  19.  To  ditto  for  provifiom {hip- 
ped from  the  ifland  of  Grena- 
da to  the  ifland  of  St.  Vin- 
cent        -         -         -         -     4120    8    o 

*Jum  30.  To  ditto  for  provisions 
iiTued  in  the  ifland  of  Grena- 
da, between  ift  Jan,  and  31ft 
March,  ^775,  and  for  pro- 
viiions fliipped  to  the  iflanda 
of  Tobago  and  Dominica    -     2211   13    Q 

Aug*  28*  To  ditto  for  provifionsftiip- 
ped  to  the  iflaxids  of  Tobago^ 
St.  Vincent,   and  Dominica       6067     4     S 

Uvu^  2»  Todittoforprovifionsiflucd 
and  condemned  in  the  ifland  of 
Grenada      -----     i6^y  i5    ^ 

t>ci.  16.  To  ditto  for  freight  of 
provifions  from  Grenada  to 
the  other  ceded  iflands^  in 
li^u  of  all  charges  and  ex- 
pences  for  2  years,  due  the  ift 

1776.     oa.  1775        -  -  -     20do    b    O 

Jan.  1^4  To  ditto  for  provifions  fliipw 
ped  and  dcpofited  in  the  ifland 
of  Dominica  -        ,-»      -       603  t6     5 

17788     o     3 

To- 
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1776.  £.     s.     d. 

Towards    the  cxpcnce   of 

provifions    delivered    to    the 

regiments  in  the  ceded  illands. 

—Apply  the  Cum  voted  upon 

eftimates,     1775,      for    that 

fervice        -  -  -     -  *3477  **     6 

1775.  -: +3io    7  ,  9 

ifeCir.  31.     To  Samuel  Smith,  efq»  for  infurancc  on 

provifions  fent  to  Gambia  and  Senegal,   be- 
tween 25th  June,  1773,  and  31ft  Dec.  1774; 

for  agent's  falary  at  James  Fort,  Gambia, 

from  ill  Aug.  to  31ft  Dec.  1774,  and  for 

fundries  fupphed  the  hofpital  and  iick  at  Se- 
negal, from  ditto  to  ditto      -       305     9     9 
June  a6.     To  ditto  for  viftualling  the 

forces    at    Gambia,  between 

nth    Aug.   and   24th  Nov. 

1774         .         .         -         -       386  19     3 
Aug.  24.    To  ditto  for  viftuallipg  the 

forces  at  Senegal,  between  ift 

Jan.  and  31ft  March,  1775         ^4^   ^S     ^ 
O/f?.  25.  -  To  ditto  for  viaualling  the 

forces  in  tlie  province  or  Se- 

negambia,  between  25th  Nov. 

and  31ft  Mar.  1775  -     -       517     o     O 

Nov.  25.     To  ditto  for  viftualling  the 

forcer«t  Senegal,  between  ift 

April  and  30th  June,  1775; 

for  agents  falary  at  James  Fort 

Gambia,  and  for  fundries  fup- 

plied  the  hofpital  and  fick,  be- 
tween I  ft  Jan.  and  30th  June, 

J776.      177^        -  -         -         -       943  15  II 

Jan.  16.     To  ditto  for  viftualling  the 

forces  at  Senegal,  between  the 

I  ft  July  and  30th  Sept.  1775        949     2     6 

^  *  4144     3     I 

Towards    the   expence-  of 
provifions    delivered    to    the  ^ 
corps  in  Africa. — Apply  the 
fum    voted   upon    eftimates, 
1775,   for  that  fervice     -     -     2321   14  loj 

1822     8     2f 

C  c  c  2  Jrr. 
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1775-  £f      ^'      ^ 

jipr^  29^      To  Zachary  Philip  Fonncreau,  cftj.   and 

Sir  Meyrick   BurrcU,   bart.  for  viftualling 

the  garrilbn  of  Gibraltar,  between  the  26th 

Dec.i774,andi9thFeb.  1775     4929  14    9 
^uiu  30.      To  ditto  for  viftualling  the 

forces  at  ditto,  between  20th 

Feb.  and  1 6th  April,  1775     '     5014     5     7 
'July  2  J.     To  ditto  for  viftualling  the 

forces  at  ditto,   between  17th     ^ 

April  and  14th  May,   1775         2530  13     8 
^ug,  28.     To  ditto  for  viftualliiig  the 

forces  at  ditto,   between  15th 

May  and  nth  June,    1775         2528     9     i 
Sfpt,  9.       To  ditto  for  viftualliag  the 

forces  at  ditto,  between  1 2th 
.  Junp  and  9th  July,   1775       -     2538     5     7 
JVbv.  14,     To  ditto  for  viftualling  the 

forces  at  ditto,  betyveen  loth 

July  and  6th  Auguft,   1775        2542   17     a 
Dcc^  7.   '    To  ditto  for  viftualling  the 

forces  at  ditto,  between  7  th 

Aug.  and  ift  Oft.  1775         "     5^85     8     3 
To  ditto  for  infurance  on 

provifions,  iffued  at  ditto,  be- 
tween 5th  Sept.  1774,  and  ift 

Oft.  1775         -        -         -       526    3    9 

2J695  17  10 
Towards  the  expence  of  pro- 
vitfons  delivered  to  th«  rcg.  at 
at  Gibraltar. -—Apply  the  fum 
voted  upon  eftiniates,  1775, 
for  that  fervice     r     -     r      -  24307  17     3  J 

1776,  r— r         1388      O      6| 

y««.  16.     To  Thomas  Harley,  e&].   for  provifions 

fent  by  him  for  the  fupply  of  the  garrifpn  of 
1775.     Minorca        -        -        -    "    -        -        -      5509    00^ 
Mar^y,.     To  Anthony  Bacon,  cfq.  for  provifions 

and  forage  delivered  to  Ae  troops  in  the  Ifle 

of  Man,    between    ift  Oft.   1774,  and  2d 

Jan.  1775  -  -  T       288  II   II 

Au^.  28.      To  ditto  for  provifions  and 

forage  delivered  to  the  troops 

m 
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in  ditto,  between  2d  Jan.  and 

8th  Mar.  1775  "     "       ^5^  'o    9 

547     a    $ 

Jlfay  12.     To  Anthony  Bacon  and  Lewis  Chanvet, 
efqrs.  for  37   negroes,     furnifhed  and  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  be- 
tween 30th  June  and  ift  Oft.    1774;    for 
10 1  negroes  m  the  ifland  of  Dominica,   be-p 
tween  iftOft.  and  31ft  Dec.  1774,  includ- 
ing travelling  charges  ;  for  52  negroes  fur- 
nilhed  by  them  in  Ae  ifland  of  Grenada,  be* 
tween    I  ft  Oft.  and  31ft  Dec.   1774,  who 
have  been  fupplied  and  viftualled  by  them, 
and  for  duties  paid  on  negros      1392     7     o 
y««tf  30.     To  ditto  for  133  negroes 
furnifhed  and  employed  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Vincent  from  ift 
Oft.  to  31ft  Dec.  1774,   in- 
cluding travelling  charges,  and 
for  51  negroes  in  the  ifland  of 
Grenada,  between  ift  Jan.  and 
31ft  March,  1775,  who  were 
nipplied   and     viftualled    by 
them        ,        -        -  -     1085  13    8 

To  Anthony  Bacon  and 
Lewis  Chauvet,  efqrs.  for 
160  negroes  furniflied  and  em- 
ployed, fupplied  and  viftualled 
by  them,  m  the  ifland  of  St. 
Vincent  from  3 ift  Dec.  1774, 
to  cth  March,  1775  ~  "  9^6  16  8 
/fugp  12.  To  ditto  for  36  negroes  in 
^e  ifland  of  Tobago,  between 
the  30th  of  Sept.  1774,  and 
the  ift  of  Jan.  1775  ;  for  62 
njcgrpes  in  ditto  ifland,  between 
the  31ft  of  Dec.  1774,  and  ift 
of  April,  1775,  and  for  89  ne- 
groes in  the  ifland  of  Domini- 
ca, between  ift  Jan.  and  31ft 
Mar.  1775,  furniftied,employ- 
cd  and  viftualled  by  them  1 1 36     3     2 

Nov. 
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JVw.  14.  To  ditto  for  51  negroes  la 
the  illaiid  of  Grenada,  for  154 
negroes  in  the  ifland  of  St. 
Vincent,  for  95  negroes  in  the 
ifland  of. Dominica,  between 
ift  April  and  30th  June,  1 775, 
and  for  05  negroes  in  the  faid 
ifland  of  I)ominica,  between 
I  ft  July  and  30th  Aug.  fur- 
niflicd,  employed  and  viftual- 
led  by  them         -  -  2237    9  10 


Mar.^i*  To  John  Mafterton  and  Sir  Jdin  Ingliih 
bart.  in  full  f^tisfa&ion  of  the  like  lum,  charges 
of  oatmeal,  firing,  candles,  &c.  furniflied  to  the 
forces  quartered  in  the  feveral  garrifons  and 
barracks  in  North  Briwin,  from  ift  Jan.  to 
31ft  Dec.  1774  -  1666     6     5 

June  12.  To  lieut,  col.  James  Maf- 
terton, for  lofles  fuftained  on 
account  of  the  uncommon  ad- 
vanced price  of  oatmeal  fup- 
plied  by  him  to  the  troops  in 
the  northern  forts  and  bar-  - 
racks  between  ift  Jan.  1774 
and  ift  Jan.  1775        ~         '         ^54  ^^     8 

Nov.  28.  To  li.  Bland  Gardiner  and 
James  Kempt,  efq.  for  nccef- 
larics  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
in  North  Britain         -         -       2864     2     3 


6778   10    4 


5385    5    4 


jfpr.  12.  To  W.  Stukeley  in  full  fatisfaSion  of  the 
like  {\\m  expended  by  him  in  providing  and  re- 
pairing utenfils  for  the  ufe  of  the  barracks  at 
Portfmouth,  and  for  furnifliing  coals  and  can- 
dles for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  in  the  faid  barracks      105  1 3     9 

yufy  26.  To  Andrew  Clinton,  efq.  to  enaUe  him  to 
provide  coals  and  candles  for  the  ufe  of  the 
forces  that  are  X)r  may  be  in  the  barracks  at 
Plymouth  dock  -  -         5Q0     O     O 

To  ditto,  in  full  fatisfa&ion 
of  the  like  fum  expended  by 
him  in  providing  coals,  candles 
and  fundry  utenfils  for  the  ufc  . 
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of  the  fbnxs  quartered  in  the 
citadel  ©f  Plymouth  and  St. 
Nicholas  iflsuid)  from  25th 
1776.  Dec.  1774  to  a4th  June,  1775  2187  3  5 
Jan*  29.  To  ditto  for  coals,  cajidles, 
and  fundry  utenfils  for  the  ufe 
of  the  troops  quartered  in  do. 
from  24th  June  to  24th  Dec. 
'775  -  -  -  277  16    o 

'775'  ■      1064  'Q    5 

Oa.  27.  To  Geo.  Blunt,  efq.  late  agent  to  gen.  Choi- 
mondeley,  deceafed,   for  grafs  money  for  the 
6th  reg.  of  dragooni  in  the  fummer,  1775 
'  126  15    6 

P«.  4,  To  lieut.  gen.  Carpenter 
for  ditto,  for  the  4th  reg.  of 
dragoons,  in  ditto  fummer  132  12    6 

To  gen.  Moftyn  for  ditto, 
for  the  ift  reg.  of  dragoon 
guards,  in  ditto  fummer  2^2  13    6 

To  Sir  George  Howard  for 
ditto  for  the  7th  reg.  of  dra- 
goons, in  ditto  fummer        -        165     2     o 

To  major  gen.  Burgoyne  for 
ditto  for  the  i6th  reg.  of  dra- 
goons, in  ditto  fumnler        •        126     5    o 

To  major  gen.  Fitzroy  for 
ditto  for  the  3d  reg.  of  dra- 
goons, in  ditto  fummer  -  213  14  4I 
8.  To  the  earl  of  Pembroke 
for  ditto  for  the  ift  reg,  of 
dragoons,  in  ditto  fummer  X26    5    o 

To  major  gen.  Jdhnfton  for 
ditto  for  the  nth  teg.  of  dra- 
1776.     goons,  in  ditto  fummer        -        382  14    3 
Jan,  19,    To  the  earl  of  Penmure  for 
ditto  for  the  2d  reg.  of  dra- 
ins-    goons,  in  ditto  fummer        -        165     2    o 
Ot?.  27,      To  Sir  John  Mordaunt  for 
ditto  for  the  loth  reg.  of  dra- 
goons, in  ditto  fummcr        -        126    5    o 

—     1857     9     iJ 
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Mar.  24*  To  Jeremiah  Meara,  efo.  for  ^63  days  pay^ 
as  ftore-kecper  to  fort  Frederick  in  North 
America,  from  ift  Jam  1776  to  28th  Aug. 
1768  -  -  144    9    o 

31.     To    Sir    David    Lindfay, 
bart.  for  one  year's  pay,   as 

aid^e-camp  to  His  Majefty,  "^ 

'  from  7th  Aug.  1772  to  6th 
Aug.  1773,  both  inclufivc  200    o    o 

To  ditto  for  363  days  pay, 
as  ditto  to  ditto,  from  7th Aug. 

1773  to  4th  Aug.  1774,  both 

inclufive        -  -*       -        198  18     I 

Jpril  14.  To  capt.  Ajid.  Frazcr  for 
177  days  allowance,  as  com«- 
miflary  for  infpefting  the  Cu- 
nette  forts  and  batteries  at 
Dunkirk,    from    nth    Oft. 

1774  to  5th  April,  1775  .265  10    O 
Ike.  4*      To  ditto  for  188  days  al- 
lowance,   as  ditt9    at   ditto, 

from  6th  April  to  loth  Oft. 
i  1775       •  ^  -         aSa    o    o 

May  31.  To  Charles  Gould,  efq.  for 
275  days  pay  of  the  late  ma- 
jor-general Bradftreet,  as  de- 
puty quarter  niaftcr  general  in 
Korth  America,  from  25th 
Dec.  1773  to  25th  Sept,  1774       '37  '^    ^ 

To  McUVs.  Cox  and  Mair 
for  183  days  pay  of  nine  ad- 
ditional furgeons  mates  to  the 
.  50th  reg.  of  foot  ftationcd  in 
Jamaica,  from  25di  June  to 
24th  Dec.  1774  -  -  278  10  6 
Jpril  28.  To  lieut.  col.  Dalrymple 
for  333  days  pay,  as  major  ge- 
neral with  anaid-de-camp,du- 
ring  the  expedition  againft  the 
Charibbs,  in  the  ifland  of  St. 
Vincent,  from  26th  May, 
1772  to  23d  April,  1773  832  13     o 

June  2p.      To    major  general   Haldi- 
mand  for  365  divs  pay,    as 

n^jor 
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major  general  in  North  Ame- 
rica,   with  an   aid-de-camp, 

from  25th  Dec.  1773  to  24th 

Dec.  1774         -         -         -         512  10    o 
^i/g.  3.       To  MeiTrs.  Rofs  and  Gray 

for  the  pay  of  nine  additional 

furgeons  mates  to  the  ift  bat- 
talion of  the  60th  reg.  of  foot 

at  Jamaica,  from   25th  Dec. 

1773  to  24th  Dec.  1774  553    4     I 

Dec.  d.       To  ditto  for  182  days  pay 

of   nine  additional    furgeons 

mates  to  the  ill  batt.  of  the 

60th  reg.  of  foot  at  Jamaica, 

from  25th  Dec.  1774  to  a4th 

June,  1775  -  -  277  'O     7 

yuly  26.     To  lieut.  col.  St.  Legcr  for 

146  days  pay,  as  fuperinten- 

dant  of  the  recruiting  fcrvice, 

from  25th  Dec.  1774  to  19th 

May,  1775  -  -         142     7     O 

A^g.  30.     To  col.  Charles  Grey,  for 

the    difference    between    his 

half  pay,  as  lieut.  col.  of  tlie 

late '98th  reg.  of  foot,  and  his 

pay  as  aid*de-camp  to  his  Ma- 

jeny,  for  562  days  pay,  fronl 

the  nth  June,  1773,   to  24th 

Dec.  1774  -  -  69     2     0 

Sept.  28.     To  major  generals,  Evelyn, 

Prefton  and  How,   in  confi- 

deration  of  their  trouble  and 

expences    in    reviewing    the 

land  forces,  during  the  year 

1775        -         ■  -  -         2737  10    O 

Nov.  17.     To  col.  Will.  Fauci tt,   for 

93  days  pay,  as  conmiiflary 

for  muftering  and  embarking 

a  body  of  Hanoverian  infantry 

fent  to  the  garrifons  of  Gi- 
braltar and  Minorca,  from  2d  . 

Aug.  1.7^5  to  ad  Nov,  fol- 
.lowing         -  -  -         465     o    O 

Vol.  III.  P  d  d  Nov. 
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JVov.  28,     To  licut.  col.  Bentinck  for 
821  days  pay,  ^  comnAmdaiit 
in  the  ifland  of  Jcrfcy,  from  • 
25th  Dec.  1769  to  24th  Mar. 
1776.      1792  -  -  821     o    O 

yaw.  19.  To  col.  Morrifon,  for  pay 
of  his  two  affiftants,  as  quar- 
ter matter  general,  from  25th 
Dec.  1774  to  24th  Dec-  1775  182  10  o 
27,  To  licut.  Grant,  for  365 
days  allowance  from  ibth 
April,  1775,  to  8th  April, 
1776         -  .  -  182     10    o 

To  major  Hayman  Rooke, 
for  365  days  allowance,a8  ma- 
jpr  to  the  late  98th  reg.  of 
foot,  from  25th  ucc,  1774,  to 
Dec.  1775  -  -  273  15    o 

To  George  Munro,  efq.  as    - 
commiffary  of  ftores  in  North 
Britain,  for  365  days,   from 
ditto  to  ditto         -  -  182,10    o 

To  licut.  col.  Birch,  for 
365  days  allowance,  in  lieu 
of  a  troop  of  light  dragoons, 
from  ditto  to  ditto       , -^         •      282   17     6 

To  one  year's  allowance  to 
John  Caqipbell,  efq.  as  fuper- 
mtendantand  infpeftor  of  In- 
dian affairs  in  the  province  of  ^ 
Quebeck,  from  2d  0£k.  1774, 
to  2d  Oft.  1775  -  300    o    o 

J 775,  To  Molineux  Shuldam, 
efq.  for  25  days  pay,  as  go- 
vernor of  Newfoundland,  &c. 
from  17th  March  to  20th 
April,  1775  ^  -  52  10    o 

To  Robert  DufF,  efq,  for 
J  81  days  pay,  as  governor  of 
ditto,  from  21ft  April  to  21ft 

oa.  1775  r        ^76  o  o 
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Dec.  19.     To  George  Johnft©ne,  elq.  in  dilcharge  of 

the  balance  of  his  account  as  governor  of 

Weft  Florida,  between  Sept4  1764  and  Jan. 

J  7  75-      1767    .        ^      ^.     "  3358  II     6f 

Feb.  24*  To  lieut.  gen.  Picrfon,  for 
59  drafts  fumiihed  to  the  50th 
reg.  on  its  arrival  at  Jamaica, 
from  the  36th  reg.  of  foot  1195    o    o 

Afar.  31.  To  William  Rice,  furveyor 
of  the  horfe  guards,  to  be  by 
him  paid  over  to  feveral  arti- 
ficers, for  work  done  by  them 
in  repairs,  &c.   at  Whitehall,  .    . 

Tilt-yard,  St.  James's,  Ken- 
fington,  Somerfet  Hdufe, 
Hampton  Court,  &c.  be- 
tween 24th  Dec.  1767,  and 
a5thDec.i77i  -  2255    8    6| 

Dec.  8.  To  ditto,  to  be  by  him  paid 
over  to  ditto,  for  work  done 
by  them  at  ditto,  between  25th 
Dec.   1773,   and  25th  Dec* 

1774         -  -  -  1847  18    oj 

^frilj.  To  John  Trotter,  efq.  for 
hofpital  bedding  and  divers 
utenfils,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
forces  in  North  America  1 308     6    o 

28.  To  ditto,  for  hofpital  bed* 
ding,  for  the  ufe  of  the  forces 
at  Bofton  in  North  America        675     6     8  » 

jDcc.  23.  To  ditto,  for  hofpital  bed- 
ding and  divers  utenfils,  for 
the  ufe  of  tlie  forces  in  North 
America         -  -         -         1870  17     4f 

To  ditto,  for  divers  uten- 
fils, for  the  ufe  of  the  forces  in 

1776.     ditto  -         -  -  mi     7  10 

Jan.  29.  To  ditto,  for  hofpital  bed- 
ding, &c.  for  the  ufe  of  the 

1775.'     forces  in  ditto    '     -  -         8895     7   10 

jifay  3.  To  Leonard  Morfc,  in  con- 
fideration  of  the  expence  1^ 
he  hath  been  put  to,  as  well 

Odd  2  2% 
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as  the  SiHgence  he  hath  xtfed 
in  compiling  a  work,  intitled, 
A  lift  of- all  the  officers  of  the 
army,  &c.  '-  -  3^9     5     9       \ 

'  To  Robert  Adair,  efq.  for 
providing  fundry  ftores  for 
the  hofpital  at  Bofton  ^      -        285    a     i 

Dec^  8.       To  diflto,   for  his  contin- 
gent expences,  as  ihfpeftor  ge- 
.  neral  of  regimental  infirma- 
ries, from  25th  Dec.  1774,  to 
24th  June,  1775        -•      .        165     5     3 

Jpril/^.  To  Whitwell  Butler,  cfq. 
for  the  rent  of  a  houfe  at  Se- 
negal for  the  ufe  of  the  chief 
juftice  of  the  province  of  Se- 
negambia  for  one  year,  ended 
the7thof  Feb.  1775  -^         60    o    o 

May  17.  To  Meffrs.  Cox  and  Mair, 
Rofs  and  Gray,  and  Meyrick, 
for  fundry  expences  incurred 
in  furniflimg  the  recruit  hoafe, 
belonging  to  the  brigade  of 
foot  guards,  with  coals,  can- 
dles, &c.  -  -  398     O     3 

June  12.  To  Kender  Mafon  and  Co. 
for  the  expence  of  repairing 
the  fort  of  St.  Mark  Apala- 
che  in  Eaft  Florida  -  37   X2     6 

To  John  Ellis,  e(q.  for  the 
purchafe  and  keeping  up  of  a 
fchooncT  for  the  province  of 
Weft  Florida,  from  ift  Jan. 
^775?  ^  ift  Jan.  1776  315    o    O' 

July  21.  To  John  Blackburne,  mer- 
chant, for  viftualling  and 
maintaining  four  vcffels,  cm- 
ployed  on  the  lakes  Cham- 
plam,  Ontario,  Erie  and  Hu- 
ron, in  North  America,  from 
lOth  Nov.  1774,  to  loth 
May,  1775        -         *  i6co    o    a 
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July  26.      To  John  Wcatherhead,  for 

a  fum  of  money  difburfcd  by  ' 

him  in  becoming  fpecial  bail, 
in  the  year  1767,  to  lieut. 
Benjamin  Roberts,  in  an  ac- 
.  tion  brought  ag^inft  the  faid 
Roberts  for  the  value  of  fome 
mm  which  he  had  feized  at 
the  port  of  Michillimakinac 
in  North  America  •  52    O    O 

To  Gilbert  Stanton,  for  the 
hire  of  a  flocqp  for  the  purpofe 
of  earring  difpatches  from 
Senegal  to  London  -  150    o    O 

To  lieut.  col.  St.  Leger,  for 
his  contingent  difbnrfcments 

as  fuperintendant  of  the   re-  .'  . 

cniiting  ferricc,    from    25th 
Dec.  1 774 to  24th  Jnne,  1775         97  lO    4 

To  col.  •Morrifon,  for  his 
contingent  difbarfements  as 
quarter  mailer  general,  from 
ditto  to  ditto  -  -  303  10     o 

To  ditto,  for  his  ditto,  as 
ditto,  from  25th  June  to  24th 
Dec.  1775  -  "  3^^   ^^    ^ 

To  William  Brummell,  eiq. 
on  account  of  expences  incur- 
red at  the  examination  of  Chel- 
fea  penfioners  in  different  parts 
of  Ireland  -  -  245     i      if 

To   George  Carleton,  for 
expences  incurred  by  him  in 
he  embarkation   and  difem- 
barkation  of   the    troops   at 
Corke  in  May,  1775         -  410  lO     9 

$cpt.  6.  To  John  Campbell,  efq,  for 
wages,  provifions  and  expences 
of  a  fcout  boat  employed  in 
South  Carolina,  from  28th 
May,  1774,  to  27th  May, 
1775   ,        -    .    .       -      ,  357   IS    8 

03.  24.     To  Jacob  Wilkinfon,   efq. 
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agent  to  licut.   col.  Tonyn, 

governor  of  Eaft  Florida,  for 

the  purchafing  and  keeping  up 

of  a  fchooner  for  the  fervice 

of  the  faid  province,  from  29th 

Aug.  1775,  to  29th  Aug. 1 776    417    5    O 

J>ec.  4*       To  Meffrs.  Rofs  and  Gray, 

for  the  expence  of  vi£tua}ling, 

tranfporting,  bedding,  &c.  of 

1 700  recruits  for  the  60th  reg. 

of  foot,  by  way  of  impreft  and 

upon  account        -         -         11560    o    o 

I4b     To  John  Champion,  for  the 

hire  of  a  fchooner  at  Senegam- 

bia  in  Africa  -  -  70    o    o 

1775-  — 38763  "    7 

Mar.  20.     To  lord  Blayney,  to  reimburfe  the  non- 

commiffioned  officers  and  private  men  of  the 

^8th  reg..of  foot,  the  ftoppages  made  for  the 

iurgeon  and  pay-mafter^s    allowance,  from 

25th  June  to  24th  Dec.  1774  57    o    8 

May  31.  To  Meffrs.  Cox  and  Mair, 
for  ditto  of  fundry  regiments 
of  foot,  from  ditto  to  ditto  805     7     9 

July  26.  To  Meffrs.  Roberts,  for  dit- 
to of  the  38th  reg.  from  25th 
Dec.  1774  to  24th  June,  1775        57     ^    ^ 

Aug.  3.  To  John  Winter,  cfq.  for 
ditto  for  fundry  regiments  of 
foot,  from  ditto  to  ditto,  and 
for  tlie  allowance  of  bread- 
money  for  the  nth  reg.  of 
foot  to  25th  April,  1775  321     7     7 

To  Meffrs.  Adair  and  Bul- 
lock, for  paymafters  and  fur- 
geons  allowances  to  fundry 
regiments  of  foot,  from  25th 
Dec.  1774,  to  24th  June,  1775     ^7^     ^     o 

To  James  Meyrick,  for  dit- 
to of  fundry  regiments  of  foot, 
from  ditto  to  ditto  -  556     9    o 

To  Edward  Bifhopp,  efq. 

for 
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for  ditto  of  the  5th  and  aotli 
reg.  of  foot,  and  for  bread  to 
the  29th  reg.  from  ditto  to  ditto    40 1     32 

To  Edmund  Armftl-ong, 
cftj.  for  ditto  of  the  8th  and 
3  2d  reg.  of  foot,  and  for  bread 
to  the  32d,  from  ditto  to  ditto       403     5     5 , 

To  Adam  Wood,  cfq.  for 
ditto  of  the  31ft  reg.  of  foot, 
from  ditto  to  ditto,  and  for 
bread-money  for  the  faid  regi- 
ment, from  31ft  Dec.  1774, 
to  30th  Tune,  1775  -  295  15     3 

Juiy  25.  To  Meffrs.  Rofs  and  Gray, 
to  reimburfe  the  non-com- 
miflion  officers  and  private 
men  of  fundry  regiments  of 
foot,  the  ftoppages  made  for 
the  furgeons  and  paymafters 
allowance,  from  25th  Dec. 
1774  to  24th  June,  1775  694  II     7 

QB.  17.  To  Melfrs.  Cox  and  Mair, 
for  ditto  of  fundry  regiments 
of  foot,  from  ditto  to  ditto  751    12     4 


May  13.  To  Meffrg.  Cox  and  Mair,  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  allowance  towards  the  encrcafed  price 
of  bread  to  the  36th  reg.  of  foot,  ftationed  at 
Dover  caftle,  and  a  detachment  of  the  14th 
reg.  of  foot  ftationed  at  ArchclifFe  fort,  from 
25th  June  to  24th  Dec.  1774       295   16  u 

Jug.  3.  To  lord  Adam  Gordon,  for 
ditto  to  the  66th  reg.  of  foot 
at  Edinburgh  caftle,  from  8th 
Dec.  1774,  to  2ift  June,  1775      275  12     5 

Srpt.  28.  To  ditto,  for  ditto  to  ditto 
reg.  at  ditto,  from  22d  June 
to  5th  Sept.  1775  -  121   13    6 

Ocl.  27.  To  Meffrs.  Cox  and  Mair, 
for  ditto  to  the  36th  reg.  and 
a  detachment  of  the  14th  reg. 
of  foot  ftationed  at  I?ovcr  caftle     323     i     2 
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31.     To  major  gen.  Prefton,    for  providing 
horfc  furniture  and  accoutrements  for  the  ad- 


A.  1776. 


ditional  ferjeants  and  private 


of  dragoons 
To        • 


men  to  the  17  th 
630    9     o 


13.  10  major  gen.  Burgoyne, 
for  ditto  for  the  additional  pri- 
vate men  to  the  i6th  reg.  of 
-dragoons  -  -  315    ij.     6 

To  licut.  gen.  Elliot,  for 
ditto  for  the  additional  fer- 
jeants, corporals  and  private 
men  to  the  15th  reg.  of  dra- 
goons -  -  525     7     6 


May  ^i.  To  licut.  gen.  Lambton,  to  replace  fun- 
dry  accoutrements  and  other  appointments 
lolt  by  the  68th  reg.  of  foot,  upon  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Charibbs  at  St.  Vincent's,  in  the 
year  1772         -  -  180     8     3 

Dec.  23.  To  James  Meyrick,  efb.  to 
be  paid  over  to  fundry  officers 
of  the  46th  reg.  of  foot,  for 
loffcs  fuftained  by  them  on 
board  tiietranfports  forced  into 
Milford  Haven  by  the  ftormon 

1776.     the  19th  and  20th  Oft.  1775        135     6     7 

Jan.  8.  To  major  gen.  Carleton,  to 
replace  fundry  accoutrements 
and  cloathing  belonging  totlic 
47th  reg.  of  foot,  confumed  by 
fire  at  Bofton,  in  North  Ame- 
rica, on  1 7th  May,  1775  316   19     5 

To  Meil'rs.  Adair  and  Bul- 
lock, to  reimburfe  the  loffcs 
fuftained  by  the  non-commif- 
fon  officers  and  private  men 
of  ditto  regiment,  whofe  ne- 
ccffiirics  were  confumed  by  fire 
at  ditto  on  the  17th  of  May, 
1775  -  -  140    o    o 

To  licut.  gen.  Urmfton,  to 
replace  accoutrements,  &c.  of 
the  65th  reg.  of  foot,  confumed 
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by  fire  at  Bofton,  in  North 
iunecica^on  lytk  May,  1775      477    4    j 

X77S.  -~.    1249  '*    * 

.AIoj  io«  To  lord  Adam  Gordon,  in  lieu  of  51  days 
off^reckonings  for  the  additionals  of  the 
66th  re^.  of  foot,  that  the  afEgnment  for  the 
faid  additionals  may  not  be  carried  farther 
than  the  5th  July,  1776,  inclufive,  being  the 
period  of  the  affignment  for  their  former 
numbers  -  *•  75     3    4 

To  lieut.  ffen.  Lambton,  in 
lieu  of  51  days  pay  for  the 
ditto  to  the  68th  reg.  of  foot  75     3    4 

To  lieut.  gcn#  Trapaud,  in 
lieu  of  51  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  70th  ditto         -  75     3    4 

To    Sir   James    Adplphus 
Ougbton,   in  lieu  of  51  days 
ditto  for  the  ditto  to  die  31ft  ' 
ditto  .  -  75     3    4 

To  lieut.  gen.  Piefjbn,  in 
lieu  of  51  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  30th  ditto  75    3    4 

To  major  gen.  Evelyn,  in 
lieu  of  9a  days^  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  die  29th  ditto  1351111 

To  col.  Robinfon,  inlieviof 
51  days  ditto  for  the  ditto  to 
thcjad  ditto  -  -  75    3  *4 

To  major  gen.  Mackay,  in 
,  lieu  of  51  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  tothe  2 ifl  ditto  *    75     3    4 

To  col.  Maxwell,  in  lieu  of 
jt  days  ditto  for  the  ditto  to 
the  67th  ditto  -  75     3    4 

05.  13*  To  lieut.  gen.  Armftrong, 
in  lieu  of  293  days  ditto  for 
the  ditto  t6  the  8th  ditto  729     x     s 

To  lieut.  gen.  Hodgfon,  in 
lieu  of  293  (kys  ditto  Tor  the 
ditto  to  the  4th  ditto  729     1     X 

To  major  gen.  Carl^bn*  in 
Vol.  III.  tee  .  lieu 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'775- 


PARLIAMENTARY 

lieu  of  293  days  ditto  for  the 

ditto  to  the  47th  dkto  729     t     x 

To  licot,  gen.  Monckton, 
in  lieu  of  354  days  ditto  for 
the  ditto  to  the  17th  ditto  880  16     9 

To  major  gen.  Howe,  in 
lieu  of  2^3  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  23d  ditto  7*9     i 

To  major  gen.  Erie,  in  lieu 
of  293  days  ditto  for  the  ditto 
to  the  28th  ditto  -  7^9     i 

To  major  gen.  t^odieroy, 
Jn  lieu  of  203  diys  ditto  for 
the  ditto  to  the  64th  ditto  729     I 

To  lieutrf  een.  Haviland,  in 
lieu  of  203  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  45th  ditto  729     i 

To  coL  Mafley,  in  lieu  of 
293  days  ditto  for  the  ditto  to 
the  27th  ditto  -  7^9     ' 

To  lord  Blaney,  in  lieu  of 
293  days  ditto  for  the  ditto  to 
the  38th  dittp  -  729     X 

To  earl  Percy,  in  Heu  of 
293  days  ditto  for  the  ditto  to 
the  5th  ditto  -  729     I 

To  lord  Robert  Bertie,  in 
lieu  of  354  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  7th  ditto  889  16     9 

To  major  gen.  Scott,  in  lieu 
of  293  days  ditto  for  the  ditto 
to  the  2#th  ditto  -  729     i 

To  major  gen*  Campbell,  in 
lieu  of  293  days  ditto  for  thr 
ditto  to tiie. 35th  ditto  729     I 

To  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  in  lieu 
of  293  days  ditto  for  the  ditto 
to  the  3yth  ait  to  -  729     I 

To  major  gen.  Maittand,  in 
lieu  of  293  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  fte  49th  ditto      -  729     x 

To  the  eatl  of  Cavan,  ih 
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Hca  of  293  days  ditto-ibr  the  * ' 

ditto  to  the  55A  dijtto  729  _i     l 

To  col.  Pigot,  in  Ue)j  of 
293  days  ditto  fpi.the  dUto  to 
the  15th  ditto  -'    ^      '    729.    II  ;'i.  .  ' 

To  Sir  Will.  Boothijy,  .in         .  .    ..    , 
lieu  of  l93<]ays  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  6th  ditto    :  729     l.  .-i 

To  lieut.  gen.  Saodf0r<^  in         . 
lieu  of  ;354  izjfi  .ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  loth  ditto  :    fiStp.i^-   9 

To  lieut.  gen.  Kepp^l^-  in  . 
lieu  of  ^54  dajra  iditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  14th  ditta  ;  880  S 6    «9 

To  major  gen.  Gifbotnti^  in 
.    lieu  of  ^^03  oays  ^ditto  for  the 

ditto  to  the  i6tli  ditto , .  7*9 '    i  .  I  . 

To  lieut.  gen.  Gage^  in  lieu 
of  3S4^^y^  difttoior  the  di»o 
to  the  22d ditto  -;--  •         8S0  16/9 

To  Sir  Robert  HsMfi^kon,   • 
in  lieu  of  203  days  ditto  for 
the  dittib  to  the  40th  ditto  729     i     i 

To  lieut.  gen.  Cary^  in  lieu  .    , 

of  293  days  ditto  for  die  ditto 
to  the  43d  ditt^  .  -  729     I     I 

To  gen.  Ahercromby,    in 
lieu  of  293  days  ditto^  for  the'    * 
ditto  to^  the  44^, .ditto  729     i     i 

To  lieut.  gen.  Clavering^  ift 
lieu  of  293  days  ditto  for  liie 
ditto  t^  the  52d  ditto  7^9  '  ^     < 

To  major  gen.  Grant,  in  . 

lieu  of  203  days  ditto  for  the  \  .     . 

ditto  to  the  63d  ditto    .  729     I     I 

03.  27.    To  Ueut.  gen.  Urmfton,   in  ,         ' 
lieu  of -293  da^s  4itto  for  the 
dittot^the6jthdifit^    r    -  7^9*^  J.     t 

To  eol*  Vaughi^iH>U«i»of 
293  days  ditto  for  the^itto  to  ... 

the  46th  ditto  -  729     I     X 

Nov.  24.    To  lord  John  Munay,  ia 

'  L  e  e  a  .  lieu 
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lieu  of  23X  days  ditto  for  the 

ditto  to  the  42a  ditto  ^^$1  ^S    ^ 

To  ditto,  in  lieu  of  2^2  days 
ditto  for  the  ditto  to  ditto  reg.      497  15     3 
N0V9  28.    To  Sir  Charles  Montague, 
in  lieu  of  353  davs  ditto  for 
the  ditto  to  the  2d  ditto  520    5    8 

To  the  duke  of  Argyll,  in 
lieu  of  292  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  ift  ditto  86q  15    o 

To  lieut.  gen.  Murray,  in 
lieu  of  292  &y8  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  me  1 3th  ditto  430    7    6 

To  lord  George  Lennox,  in 
lieu  of  2Q2  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  25th  ditto  430    7     6 

To  Ae  earl  of  Eglintoune, 
in  Ueu  of  292  days  ditto  for 
the  ditto  to  the  51ft  ditto  430    7    6 

Dic.  8.  To  nnjor  gen.  Burgoyne,  in 
lieu  of  50  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  die  i6th  reg.  of  dra* 
goons  '  •  -^  32  12    8 

15,  -  -To  Sir  JeflFcry  Amhcrft,  in 
lieu  of  303  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  the  60th  re^.  of  foot        893     3    6 

To  coh  Barlow^  m  lieu  oF 
292  days  ditto  for  the  ditto  to 
the  6 1  ft  ditto  -  430    7     6 

To  major  gen.  Sherrard,  in 
lieu  of  292  days  ditto  for  the 
^     ditto  to  the  69th  ditto  430    7     6 

23*  To  lieut.  gen.  Elliott,  in 
lieu  of  I  c6  days  ditto  for  the 
ditto  to  me  i^  rcg,  of  dra^ 
goons  *  -  192'    6    3 


29654  0  n 


Afar.  31.  To  lieut.  gen.  Bofcaweh.  for  the  like  fiim 
expended  by  him  in  immding  divers  camp 
neceflaries  for  the  23d  reg.  of  foot 

196  14    9 
To  lieut.  gen.  Owen,  for 
ditto  for  the  59tb  ditto  196  14    9 
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To  major  gen.  Pofneroy^. 
for  ditto  ror  the  64!^  ditto 
Jpril  12*    To  lord  Blaney^  for  ditto 
for  the  38th  ditt6  * 

To  earl  Percy>  for  ditto  for 
the  5th  ditto 
May  31.    To  lieut.  gen.  Hodgfbn^  for 
iStto  for  the  4th  ditto 

To  major  gen.  Carleton^  for 
ditto  for  the  47tll  ditto 

To  lieutenant  general 
Sandford,  for  ditto,  for  the 
lotbfoot         .         .         - 

To  lieut.  gen.  Keppel,  for 
ditto^  for  the  14th  foot 

To  Sir  John  Sebri^t,  for 
ditto,  for  the  i8th  foot 

To  lieut*  gen.  Gage,  for 
ditto,  for  the  22d  foot 

To  Sir  Robert  Hamilton, 
for  ditto,  for  the  40th  foot 

To  lieut.  gen.  Gary,  for 
ditto,  for  the  43d  foot 

To  gen.  Abercromby,  for 
ditto,  tor  the  44th  foot 

To  lieut.  gen.  Clavering, 
for  ditto,  for  the  52d  foot 

To  maj.  gen.  Grant,  for 
ditto,  for  the  63d  foot 

To  lieut.  gen.  Haviland, 
for  ditto,   for  the  45th  foot 
June  23.    To  Lord  Robert  Bertie,  for 
ditto,  for  the  7th  foot         ^  • 

yo  maj.  gen.  Campbell, 
for  ditto,  for  Uie  35th  foot    - 

To  maj.  gen.  Maitland,  for 
ditto,  for  the  49th  foot 
Seft.  II.     To   colonel    MaiFey,    for 

ditto,  for  the  27th  foot 
Jufy  26.    To  Btiaj.  ren.  Prefton,  for 
ditto,  for  the  17th  dragoons 
Sept.  2lB.     To  lieut.  gen.  Moncktpn, 
for  ditto,  for  the  17th  foot  - 
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To  col.  Vaughan,  for  ei«»,  « 
for  the  46th  foot        -  -       186  18    o 

To  maj.  gen.  Scott,  for 
ditto,  for  die  a^tt  foot        -       186  18    o 

To  lieut.  gen.  Gag<,   fwr.  , 
camp  ecKiipage,  a»cominander 
inchicfml^oFth  America.  ^     iooa    o.   O; 
05.23.     Tonwj.gen.Eiie,  for  camp 

ncceffaries  for  28th  foot  ■  .    -  : .  186  18    O  . 
Dec.  IS*     To  -^aA  Comwallis,    for 
1776.     ditto,  forthc33dfboC    ...  ^       186  l8  .  O 
7fl».  8.       To  maj.  gen.  CarlctOO,  :for  / 
camp  e^ipage,  as  commander 
in  chief  in  the  proviaee  of      !  .  i 

Quebec^  &€•  -    -         -     lOOQ    O    o 

To  maj.  gen.  How^  for 
ditto,  »  commander  in  chief 
in  North  America       .-•.    .-     IQOO    p    o 

»775-        ^     ■•.'         ^   ^       ^-^ ^*^      «39S    4    3 

7tt«r  23.  To  maj.  gen.  Preltoni  to 
bag  hories  to  the  17th  ra;.  of 
dragoons  ordered  to  North 
America  -  *  -         70    O    O 

To  the  colonels  of  the  aad, 
35th,  40th,  44th,  49th,  and 
6  3d  regiments  of  foot,  ordered 
toditt«L'      -  -       '-.      -       770    O  .0 

jiug.  2.      To  the  colonels  of  the  17th,  : 

27th,  a8th,  46th,  and  57th 
regiments  of  foot  for  baa 
horfes  ordered  'to  North  Ame- 
rica        -  -  -         -       550    6    o 

05.  27.     To  Ae  oolonels  of  the  1 5th,   • 

37^h^S3^y   S4th,    and  57*      .  i 

regiments  of  foot  for  ditto, 

ordered  to  ditto     -         -      -       550    o    O 

Dec.  8.       To  maj.'gen.  Burgoyne,  for 
ditto,    to  the    i6th  rcg.   of 

1776.     dragooia,  ordered  to  ditto     -        70    O    0 
^Jan.  9.      To  the  colonels  of  the  3d, 
9th,  I  ith,  20th,  24th,  29th, 
33d,   34th,   and-62d  itg.  of 
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1776.  ^  £,      s.      d^ 

foot,  tor  ditto,    ordered  to. 

ditto        -         -  "-        T      99^    ^    ^ 

1775.  i  ■     .  ■■  .  '   '     3000    o   o 

June  Q.^%     To  maj.  gen.  Prcfton,  for 

baggage  horfts*  to  the   1 7  th 

reg.  of  dra^poxi^  ordered  to 

ditto         -  -         -         -       180    00 

To  the  colonels  of  the  aad, 

35th,  40th,  44th,  45th,  49r&,  ' 

and  63d  reg4  of  foot,  for  ditto,    .  , 

ordered  to  ditto    -         -     -  "     ^-^i  i     5  ^, 
Aug.%.       Tothecolonelsof  the  17th,  •  ^       '    . 

27th,  28th,  46th,  and  55thrcg* 

of  foot,  for  do«  ordered  £0  do.       8^  15    o  ^ 
O^.aj^     To  th«  colonel*  of  the  15th, 

37A*53<J>  54th,  and  57th  reg. 

of  foot,  for  do.  ordered  to  do.       895  15,0 
Dec.  15.     Tomajigen.Burgoync,  for 

ditto,  to^he  i^thr  reg.  of  dra-  . 

1776.  goons,   ordered  to' ditto         -       180    O.    o 
Jan.  9*     To  the  colonels  of  the  3d, 

9th,  nth,  20th,  •24th,  29di, 

33d,  34th9   and  62d  reg.  01 

foot,    for    ditto,   ordered. to.     . 

ditto        -         -        -  -     1608  15    o 

1775.  "•    ■ 5007  10    o 

Mar.  2t>.     To  Adam  Wood,  efq.   ^r  lOO  days  fo- 
rage to  the  31ft  reg.  of  foot,  in  confideration 
.  of  their  having  been  employed  during  the 
year    1^73^  on  an   expedition  againft  the 
Charibbs,  in  thfi  iflandof  St.  Vincent 

'  •    120    o    6 

To     Edmund    Armftrong,    . 
efq.   for    100  days  ditto,    to 
the  32d  reg.  employed  on  ditto 
expedition      .--      --         97100 

To  Meffrs*  Rofs  and  Gray, 

for  100  days  ditto,  to  the  6tli 

-  and  60th  reg.  of  footj  employ- 

"-ed  on  ditto  expedition  -       26^    O    o 

To  MeiTrs^  Meyrick,   for 

100  day&  ditto,  to  the  6Sth 

and 
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»77S-  ■  ^         ,,  ,  £•      i.     i 

and  70tfa  t^,  of  foot,  employ- 
ed on  ditto  expedition  -  «  142  xo  o 
•  ,  •  To  Meflrs.  Cox  and  Mair, 
for  100  days  ditto,  to  the  1410 
and  50th  rcg.  of  foot,  employ- 
ed on  ditto  expedition  «      275    o    O 

June  23.  To  the  colonels  of  the  22d, 
35th,  40th,  44th,  45th,  49th, 
and  6^d  reg.  of  foot,  for  100 
days  ditto,  ordered  to  North 
America        -       •        -    -    1^5*^  10    o 

Jkg.  2.  To  the  cobnels  of  the  1 7th, 
27th,  28th,  46th»  and  ^ 5^ 
reg,  of  foot,  for  xoo  days  ditto, 
ordered  to  ditto    .    -     •     •     IXX2  10    o 

08. 27.  To  the  colonels  of  die  1 5th, 
37*^  SZ^f  54*5  and  5;th, 
teg.  of  foot,  for  loodays  ditto, 

1776*     oidered  to  ditto    ..•-     IXX2IOO 

Jan.  9«  To  the  colonels  of  the  9th, 
3d,  nth,  20th,  24tfa,  29th^ 
3^9  34^9  and  62d  r^.  of 
foot,  for  100  days  ditto, 
ordered  to  ditto    -    •     -     .     2002  10    O 


66S5    o   0 

To  the  expedition  under  the  command  of 
the  earl  Clomvrallis,  upon  account  of  con- 
tingencies and  extraordinaries  of  the  troops      4000^    o    d 


Total  £.    845165  14   81 


ifl  March,  1776. 

BARRINGTON.      ' 

March  1. 

H^ti/TmpU  ij<,ft.  temple  Luttrell  moved,  that  the  proper  officer  (fa 
lay  before  this  Houfe  the  laft  weekly  accounts  received  at  the 
admiralty,  from  the  admiftd  and  commander  in  chief  of  hi* 
Majefty's  fhips  of  veffcis  at  the  fevcral  ports  of  Chatham, 
Plymouth,  and  Portfmouth,  together  with  die  laft  wccL»^ 
accounts  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of  all  foch  Ihips  ai:J 
vcflels  of  war  as  arc  now  employed  upcoi  channel  fen  ice  in 
2  Grcui- 
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Orcat-Bntain  or  Ireland.**     He  introduced  his  motion  with 
fome  ftrifturcs  upon  the  Admiralty,  for  the  little  care  that 
had  been  taken  in  manning  the  men  of  war  for  the  American 
£ervice ;  by  which  mifcondufl:  fome  of  the  frigates  had  run 
afhorc,  and  others  been  impeded  in  their  voyage,  &c.     He 
iniifted  upon  it,  that  fo  numerous  a  fleet  as  that,  which  it  is 
faid^  would  amount  to  near  one  hundred  fail,  could  not  pof- 
libly  be  fitted  out  without  prefs- warrants ;  yet  he  did  not    ' 
condemn  the  witholding  fuch   expedient;    for  next  to  the 
compelling  Americans  to  ferve  againft  Americans,  nothing 
could  be  worfe  than  to  force  Britains  to  fight  againft  them. 
He  alked  if  it  wbuld  not  be  wifer  to  have  fifty  men  of  war  on 
thatfervice  properly  manned,  than  one  hundred  in  fo  wretch- 
ed a  condition  ?  Tne  fleet  in  America,  including  ftore-  (hips, 
viftuallers,  and  fmall  craft,  muft  require  upwards  of  20,000 
men,  which  would  be  more  than  could  be  fpared  atfo  remote 
a  diftance  confiftent;  with  the  fafety  of  thefe  iflands,  when 
your  refources  of  men  for  land  and  fea  fervice  were  fo  redu- 
ced, and  the  French  and  Spaniards  aftually  fitting  out  large 
naval  armaments,    and  increafing  their  military   cftablim- 
ments.    Some  miniftcrial  gentlemen  had  afferted,  the  evening 
before,  that  we  had  twenty  fail  of  line  of  battle  fhips  fit  to  en- 
counter any  enemy  whatever  at  a  few  days  notice.     This  was 
abfolutely  a  falfe  uate  of  fafts.    He  would  engage  to  prove,  by 
indifputable  evidence  at  the  bar,  that  when  uie  reft  of  the 
fhips  dcftined  for  America  Ihall  have  failed,  there  will  not  be 
feamenfufficient,  in  all  the  ports  put  together,  to  complete  the 
complements  of  fourteen  fail  of  the  line.    The  Spaniards  will 
in  lefs  than  fix  weeks  have  a  greater  force  than  that  within  two 
days  fail  of  Gibraltar,  and  we  have  only  one  ftiip  of  the  line 
in  the  Mediterranean.     The  FVench  are  now  fuperior  to  us  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  excepting  North- America.    We  have 
not  a  finrie  line  of  battle  fliip  either  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft- 
Indies.     France  has  a  fquadron  at  Hifpaniola,  and  to,ooo 
land  forces.     Are  we  Aen  henceforward  to  hold  our  very 
cxiftence  as  a  nation  by  no  better  tenure  than  the  impolitic 
faith  or  commifcration  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  >  Hlgl,t  u^ 

Right  honourable  T.  Town/hend  feconded  the  motion.  T.  rcwnf* 

Sir  Hugh  Palfifer  replied,  that  the  navy  was  in  a  nioft*««^   . 
flourilhing  ftate  at  home;  and  faid  that  the  American  ftiipsp"//j^ 
were  manned  in  a  moft  fatisfaftory  manner.     The  guard* 
fhips  had  fupemumerary  hands,  and  Icamen  came  in  faftcr  than 
was  rcquifite. 
Vol.  III.  .    F  f  f  Lord 
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L-frtf  A/*/.  .Lord  Mulgrave  fuppott^jd  thqfe  affcrtions,  and  declared  a^ 
^'^^*'*  9  profellipnal  pian,  that  we  could  have  a  fleet  of  forty  f^l  o£ 
the  line,  in  a  few  weeks,  ^nd  lixty  in  a  montU's  tiroc^  if  nc- 
<;cflrary» 
Cot.  yoAu.  povernor  Johnflone  replied,  and  fhewcd  that  there  was  but 
''^*'"'         t;oo  much  reafon  to  apprehend  we  were  going  to  our  lowcil 

ebb  as  a  maritime  power  as  well  as  a  commercial  one. 
Mr-  ^.  H.     Mr-  /^  H.  Hartley  e^jiprcff^d  his  concern  that  country 
Haitity,      gentlemen  Ibo.uld  c.ncouragc  ininiftry  in  the  vmconftitutionat 
praftice.  of   witholding  information,    from  the  reprefcnta- 
tivcs  of  the  people*  * 

Tte  queftion  being  put,  the.  Houfe  divided;  for  it  445 
againft  it  93. 

Acyourn^  to  March  4. 

March.  4. 
U,_NM,  Lord  North  moved,  that  the  rcfolutions  of  thc  comniittcc 
of  fupplv  be  reported.  The  firft  refolution  being,  read. 
Col.  Barri.  Colonel  Barre  pointed  out  feveral  objeftioAable  palJTagics  in  th^ci 
treaties ;  allowing  the  hiring  foreign  troops,  9ven  for  argu* 
nxent  fake,  to  be  a  wife  and  politic  meafure.  Hedeiired  ta 
know,  in  the  firft  inftance,  as  the  treaty  provided  that  the. 
Heffian  officers  fhouldhave  every  emolument  that  natives  arc 
allowed,  and  to  be  put  on  a  footing,  in  every  rclpcQp^  With  our 
,  own  tried  veterans,  whetJtier  the  two-pengcs  m.  the  cjkiarfuiig  ta 
the  colonels,  was  me^nt  to  be  'included,  and  likwijfe  where 
the  clp^thine  was  to  be  pracufqd,.  whether  in  0^rmany.  or  ia 
Britain  ?  KS  was  very  locplar  on  this  fpccies  of  military  pro- 
fit; and  faid,  he  did  not  donbt  bnt  this  fale  of  humaa  blood 
i;^ould  turn  out  as  advantageous  to  the  Ayoollenmanufkiftures  ot 
Brunfwick  and  HelTe,  ix^  th<?  cloathin^  branch,  as  it  \va^  al- 
ready likely  to  become  lucrative  to,  their  irefpeAive  fovercignv 
He  obfi;rved,  that  the  treaty  might  probably  contirmiQ  ia 
force  for  four  years,  for  it  was  diificuft  tft  fi^t  the  period  oa 
mapy  accounts,  which  l^e  forebore  now  .'to  n^ention ;  if  t&e% 
fcy  any  aqcidcnt  arifing  from  defpat,  pcftilencc,  or  the  darker 
of  the  feas,  t^e  HeiHans  fhould  be  reduced  to  8000  mt^n^  per- 
haps to  half  their  number  or  lefs,  in  fuch  a  poffible,  n^y  all, 
circuinftance&  coniidered,  fuch  a  probable  event,  he  (hbyid.be 
l^aid  to  be  informed  by  the  minifter,  or  his  trufty  firiend  tiie 
mimfter  of  the  war  cfepartment,  who  now  and  thea  il^eals  a 
peep  into  die  cabinet,  though  he  is  h^ver  permitted  withia  the. 
Mltowed  d9pr,  whedxer  the  Landgrave.  o£  Hpile,  or  Dyke  pf^ 
Brunfwick,  is  to  have  the  full  pay,  as  if  their  reipe£Uva 
^«9tfu  conunued  full  and  cooipleie  ? 
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Lord  Bdrnngton  replied,  he  could  not  anfwcr  that  qucftiofl^*^  ^^''* 
till  he  had  taken  time  to  confider.     After  a  little  paufc,  his''"*'*"' 
Lordlhip  faid,  **  The  bcft  time  to  anfwcr  the  honourable  . 
genilcman^s  queftion  will  be,  when  fuch  a  reduction  actually 
happens." 

Mr.  J.  John/ione  faid,  it  was  impoffible  to  deal  with  people  Mr.  y. 
"who  thus  plavcd  at  crofs-purpofes ;  and  though  a  young  mem-^  J^hitfi—* 
bcr,  he  ventured  to  pronounce  it  to  be  the  firft  time  that  ever 
fuch  an  anfwer  was  offered  to  be  given  in  Parliament*  He 
remarked,  it  was  no  bad  beginning:  the  noble  Lord  uied  to  be 
pretty  liberal  of  his  promifes ;  but  fo  many  of  them  had  been 
lately  either  falfificd  or  over-ruled,  his  Lordlhip,  heprefamed, 
was. determined,  in  future,  to  make  only  fuch  as  he  was  certain 
could  neither  be  falfified  nor  contradi&ed;  for  bis  promife,  if 
it  could  be  at  all  called  one,  was  fuch,  that  let  the  event  be 
what  it  mi^^  he  could  not  po!(&bly  be  charged  with  a  breach 
of  it. 

Lord  Clare  faid,  it  was  the  firft  time  he  ever  heard  a  mi-  Lord  CV*. 
nifter  called  to  promife  for  events  it  was  impoiSble  for  any 
man  at  prefent  to  foretell.  Thq  whole  force  now  fending  to 
America  might  be  cut  ofF|  or  it  nfight  not  fufjrer  the  lofs  of  a 
iingle  man  ;  but  in  either  event  it  was  plain,  that  we  Ihould 
not  be  obliged  to  pay  for  more  men  than  were  in  aftual  fer- 
vice  ;  it  being  evident,  that  as  we  were  obliged  to  pay  the 
expence  of  recruiting,  it  coqld  not  at  the  fame  time  be  ex- 
pelled that  we  fcould  pay  for  the  non-eflFcftive* 

Sir  yohn  Gr\ffin  Griffin  allowed  that  the  noble  Lord's  ob-  sir  %*« 
fcrvation  was  very  jufl;  it  could  not  be  fuppofcd  tliat  wec?ri^»Cri^ 
were  to  be  at  the  expence  of  recruiting,  and  be  obliged  to/"* 
pay  for  levies  that  were  not  complete ;  but  yet  it  feetoed  a 
little  extraordina^,  that  the  noble  Lord  in  ofHce  fhcmld  have 
exprelled  himfelf  fo  cautioufly  on  a  matter,  which  if  it  had 
not  been  mentioned,  did  not^  in  his  opinion,  leave  the  leail 
foundation  for  ainbiguify  or  rhifrepj^dentation* 

Governor  Johnfione  was  fcvere  on  adminiflration  :  he  (aid,  cor,  jjfn- 
whether  we  had  a  double  cabinet,  or  had  not,  he  would  not  pre-^w*. 
tend  to  determine ;  but  he  was  certain  that  we  had  a  clouble  ad- 
miniflraUQn,  or  die  fatne  men  prefented  two  faces,  according 
as  it  anfwcred  .their  prefent  convenienipe,  or  fuited  their  pre-  ^• 
fent  views.    One  minifter  [Lord  Hilllborough]  afTured  the 
Americans,  in  the  mpft  folemn  manner,  that  it  w.as  never  the 
intenticm  or  wilh  of  this  country,  to  tax  tbem.     The  othe^ 
[Lord  North]  had  the  other  night  in  debate,  openly  and  de^ 
ci£veiy  declared,  that  America  ought,  and  faould  lubmit  to 
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be  taxed  by  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and  to  every  law  thi« 
country  might  think  proper  to  pafs  for  her  fixture  govern- 
ment and  regulation. 
Gen.  Cert'       General  Conway  obferved,  it  was  true  enough  that  the  noble 
^^^*         Lord  alluded  to  [Lord  Hilllborough]  had  broke  his  word  with 
America  ;  and  fohad  adminiftradon,  as  approving  of  the  cir- 
cular letter,  in  which  every  claim  to  taxation  was  formally 
rcnojmced  ;  but  for  his  part,  it  appeared  to  him  from  tKc  very 
beginning,  whatever  aflurances  to  the  contrary  might  have 
been  given  or  held  out,  to  the  prefent  moment,  that  what 
the  country  gentlemen  avow  to  \fc  their  motives  for  profccut- 
ing  the  war  againft  America,  Were  Hkewife  the  great  objefts 
adniiniftration  had  in  view.     Admimftration  told  the  country 
gentlemen,  fupport  us  and  we  will  enfure  you  a  revenue  from 
America.     The  country  gentlemen  arc  now  civin^  that  fup- 
port, in  expeftation  of  getting  a  revenue,  of  wlu<i  perhaps 
they  will  never  fee  a  Ihilling  ;  or  if  they  fhould,  never  to 
be  of  the  leaft  fervice  in  lightening  thofe  heavy  burdens,  of 
which  they  how  fo  loudly  complain. 
Mr,  Fox.        Mr.  Fox  attacked  the  miniflrer  on  his  frequent  breach  of 
promife,  ever  fince  he  came  into  office ;  not  but  in  his  opi* 
nion  he  was  full  as  much  bound  by  a  promife  when  he  was 
only  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  iince  he  became  firft 
Lord  of  the  Trcafury,    He  was  not  defervine  of  the  firft,  if 
he  could  retain  an  office  the  very  elTence  of  miidi  was  to  look 
into  and  take  care  of  the  public  finances  of  the  nation ;  and  yet 
permit  a  letter  which  at  once  ^ve  up  and  furrendered  ib  fun- 
damental a  right  of  the  Britiih  Parliament  as  the  right  of 
taxation  was  now  contended  to  be  ;  for  either  he  approved  of 
the  letter  in  queftioo  or  he  did  not.     If  he  did,  how  can  be 
now  cctne  and  contradict  his  former  opinion,  when  he  and  his 
colleague's  approbation  of  that  letter  is  perhapt^  the  very  caufc 
of  the  prefent  civil  war  ?  Or,  if  he  never  approved  of  the 
letter,  how  could  he,  confiftently  with  his  ewn  honour,  re- 
main in  a  fituation  in  which  he  was  virtually  pledged  for  a 
tnia  and  faithful  performance  of  its  contents  ?  Why  not  re- 
fign^  fooner  than  give  his  concurrence  in  council  to  meafures 
of  which  he  fecretly  difapproved  i 
lord  Nertb.     Lord  North  denied  that  he  was  bound  by  any  man's  pro- 
mife but  his  own.     It  did  not  become  him  to  difciofe  the  ie- 
crets  of  his  office,  or  betray  tljc  confidence  that  had  been  re- 
pofed  in  him.     It  was  enough  for  him  now  to  declaim,  that  he 
never  gave  either  promife  or  affurance,  and  that  confequently, 
he  had  not  broken  any. 

4  The 
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The  refolution  being  read  a  fecond  time,  the  qaeftion  was 
yut,  "  Is  It  your  pleafiire  to  agree  with  your  cqmmittec  in 
this  refolution  ?"  And  the  Houfe  divided,  ayes  120;  noes  48. 
The  qucftion  was  put  like  wife  on  the  other  refolution,  and 
agreed  to  without  a  diviiion% 

Colonel  Awr/  then  rofe,  and  made  the  following  motion :  Cot  BstfJi 
"  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefcnted  to  his  Majefty  to 
humbly  defire  him  to  ufe  his  intereft,  that  tlie  German  troops 
in  Briufh  pay,  now  or  hereafter,  may  be  doathed  with  the 
manufa£hires  of  this  country.''     Agreed  to. 
March  5. 

Second  reading  of  the  Scotch  militia  bill. 

Right  honourable  7*.  T(mnfl)end  faid,  he  had  been  always  Kt.  H^n. 
averfe  to  any  further  encreafe  of  a  perpetual  armed  force,  as  I^^^'* 
ikhad  been  xiniformly  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  every  country*^ 
^erc  fuch  a  deftruftive   policy  was  permitted  to  orevail. 
The  liberties  of  France  had  been  overthrown  by  a  itanding 
military  eftablifhment ;  and  {b  had  every  free  government  in 
Europe.    But  if  he  had  no  fears  on  that  account,  he  owned 
he  had  very  ftrpng  obje£tions  on  the  ground  of  expence,  and 
the  difproportion  between  the  quantum  of  taxes  paid  by  the 
people  of  the  fouthern  and  northern  parts  of  this  illand.  .The 
Houfe,  he  obferved,  was  then  much  thinner,  than  from  the 
importance  of  the  fubje£t  now  under  difcuffion  might  be  well 
cxpefted,  but  fupj^fed  it  would  be  ihortly  much  fuller ;  at 
which  time,  he  laid,  he  would  move  to  po{h>one  the  further 
confideration  of  the  bill  for  three  months.     He  pafled  feveral 
compliiiients  on  the  candour  and  parliamentary  decorum  of 
the  noble  Lord  [Lord  Mountftuart]  who  brought  in  the  bill, 
in  putting  it  off  from  time  to  time,  in  expe&ation  of  its  at. 
lei^h  bemg  difculTed  in  a  full  Houle ;  that,  however,  from 
the  diiinclination  to  public  bufinefs,  which  had  been  mani* , 
fefted  fince  the  comaiencement  of  the  prefent  fefiioD,  was 
more  than  was  to  be  escpe&ed. 

Mr.  Dempjier.    He  declared  how  painful  it  was  always  to  Mr.  Dtn^ 
bim,  when  he  found  himfelf  under  me  neceffity  of  dillering/-'''- 
from  his  right  honourable  friend ;  but  he  believed,  when  the 
bill  Ihould  come  into  a  committee,  that  gentleman,  as  well  as , 
Jiany  others  who  nowdifapproved  of  it,  would  very  probably 
:hange  their  fentiments.     The  expence  would  not  be  /o  gf  cat.1 
IS  fome  gentlemen  might  be  inclined  to  believe,    asdje; 
vhole  numbsr  meant  to  be  embodied,.  \vas  no  more  tlian ! 
iooo  men ;  who  were  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Scotch  revenue!' ; 
a  aofwer  to  the  great  difproportion  between  the  taxes,  he. . 
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urged,  that  except  the  land-tax,  all  other  duties  and  taxes 
ftMd  upon  an  equal  footing  in  both  countries ;  and  he  pre- 
fumed,  were  proportioned  to  the  abilities  of  thofe  on  whom 
they  ^Tt  railed.  As  to  the  land-tax,  it  was  fixed  by  folemn 
and  national  compaA  at  the  treaty  of  union. 
c!ll^^  Lord  %bH  Caoengijh.  \H  militia  for  Scotland  be  at  all  nc- 
^^  '^'  tdlity^  It  Ihould  be  only  on  the  condition  of  Scotland  bearing 
the  iaditional  expericc,  and  laying  that  burthen  on  her  own 
bttids,  M^hich  wete  tcry  l6W  taxed,  and  not  pay  it  out  of  the 
cuftoms  and  excifes,  the  produce  of  \^hich  was  already  ap- 
propriated. The  militia  tiras  a  force  raifed  by  the  land- 
owners to  defendtheir property ;  the  expence  was  borne  by 
tbctn,  and  direftly  paid  out  of  the  land-ux.  The  proportioa 
Which  Scotland  bore  of  that  tax  was  hardly  worth  mention* 
iftg;  one  county  in  England  paying  more  than  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Scotland.  Beiides,  the  fhare  Scotland  bore  in  na- 
ttbtsA  repttfentsrtion  was  not  above  the  proportion  of  one  to 
ffeven  ;  fo  that  taCkiftg  it  in  any  light,  eidicr  of  taxation  or 
i^6fentitibn,  Scotland  was  intitled  to  no  militia,  unlefs  (he 
accept«d  of  that  privilege,  and  took  it  with  all  its  confc- 
qucnces;  namely,  defraying  th^  whole  expence,  or  fub- 
nwting  to  pay  fuch  a  pfonoruon  of  the  land-tax,  as  would  en- 
title her  to  the  favour  me  ftemed  fo  defirous  of  obtaining, 
Rt.hftn.Sir  Right  hou.  9iY  Gilh^ff  Elliot  faid,  a  well-ordered  militia 
cubirt  EI'  i^  Scotlarid  wodd  hi  the  means  of  giving  additional  ftrength 
and  fedtirity  to  the  ^hole  ifland  ;  and  contended,  if  fudi  a 
body  of  men  harfcxifted  in  the  years  1715  and  1745,  thole 
rebefliotts  would  have  been  chjihed  in  the  very  commence- 
ment. It  was  the  bad  policy  of  thofe  times,  that  thofe  who 
were  ill  affefted  to  the  government  were  provided  with  the 
riieans  of  diftutbing  the  public  tranquility,  while  thofe  who 
\9'trt  dutiful  aird  Ibyal  fubjefts,  were  left  at  their  mcrcv, 
it^aked  jand  dcfencelefs.  The  evil  now  no  longer  exiiled  in 
one  inftance,  and  he  hoped  it  i^ould  be  likewife  removed  in 
the  other. 
Mr.  SMrke,  Mr.  Bufkc.  f  n  his  opinion,  Scotland  was  neither  properly 
taxed,  not  ftilly  reptefented  ;  nor  until  fhe  was,  could  me  be 
cfttiticd  to  the  favour  now  defired.  The  propprdon  betweea 
tBe  nnnxberv  to  be  eiubodied  in  both  kmgaoms,  was  in  a 
proportion  of  one  tb  five,  Wliereas  Scotland  did  not  pav 
abdte  one-fortieth'<^f  the  land-tax,  the  very  fpecific  tax  out  of 
wfctdl  the  money  for  the  pay  and  clbatlung  the  militia  was  to 
be  dt^wn.  He  therrfdrfe  could  not  po^bly  conceivb  how  the 
pcot)lc  of  that  country  ccitild  come*  to  Parliament,    and'ex- 
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pc£t  ^^t  ^  Scotdb  militia,  at  leaft  fivc-fixibs  of  tke  cacpence 
to  be  incurred  by  fuclx  an  cftabliftmcnt,,  muft  be  pai4  by  En^ 
qlilh  land-o^ojers.  It  yiras  an  abfurdity  on  the  very  face  of 
\t;  it'was  dircAly  repyfipaAt  to  the  firft  princmleso^  wbic^ 
a  uatic^snal  militia  wa^  (o^med  or  pid.  He  n^d  other  obf 
Jcftlons  againft  the  bill  j  o^ie  ^yas,  that  ^t  threw  mor^  powe^ 
into  the  hacids  oJF  the  cro^^n  than  had  V^^rto  be^t;i  thougbl 
ponfiftcat  with  public  ^\berty»  In  king  WilU^^9  ti^e, 
trheu  one  half  of  the  kingdom  were  attaoied  to  the^-  e3^i)e4 
prince,  and  when  one  of  the  DAoft  powerful  aqd  aznbiti.0114 
laoBarcbs  that  ever  fat  on  tite  Frepch.  throne;,  or  any  throof  . 
Ill  Europe  fpr  feveral  centuries,  and  who  b^dea  had  ^  per^ 
o^ial  qjnutv  tQ  ouif  n^w^-eleflb^d  Wiog^  ^v^n  in  fuch  a  ciptical 
eafon  as^  tn^t,,  ^kxxx  landing  forces  were  thought  Mij 
bffident  to  pr6)te4t  thL^  kui£;<tom  agswft  all  ^ts  opej^i  foe^ 
Qdiecret  enemies  j^  zptd  win  any  man,  wh(3iwiihos.  to  hi 
)cIicYed,  ptetQnd  to  tell  us,  that  a  ftaading  focce  of  fivo 
icnes  the  number,  in  times  of  profound  peace,  and  an  £n*^ 
;li(h  militia  of  32,000  own,  are  not,  when  ijion^e  of  th^ofc 
aufe$  exift,  fx^y  adequate  to  every  purpofe  of  pcef^rving 
ioiuefUc  tran^uilxty,  and  oj^  i^epelling  any  ajttempts  of  our- 
orcign  enemies  ) 
Governor  Johnftont  allowed,  ths^t  the  hf^-XXJ^  p^  by.  Gov.  y*^ 
•cothnd,  bprc  no  proportioix  to  the  prqpofed  nui;nbei;  to  bc;-^*"^'* 
mbcxlied,  but  that  was  but  pp^  ta^  j  fqip  ix^  ^ve^  otjiei^ 
^£t  Scotland  paid  to  the  es^tent  of  her  ^iUties^,  3^4: 
lough  perhaps  the  other  tax^  did  not  rifei  in  proportion  a%^ 
)ey  had  done  in  Engl^,  lW  proved  90  moc^  than  thai^ 
le  formei^  had  not  encreafed  eqi^ly  ini  riches  willi  thp  lat* 
:r.  He  fiud  there  was  a  circu^^a^ce  which,  deiervedcpur 
deration  ^  that  was,  that  the  gpeateft  p^rt  of  the  Ian4e4  in^ 
>ine  of  Scotliind  wasipent;  in  England,  thpce^re  in  point 
'  material  benefit,  the  difference  wa9>  vei^  little  to  this 
mndy,  \prlket)ier  diat'was^  taxed  three-pence,  or  four  flijl- 
^  in  the  pound;  for  the  money,  the  principal  as  well  as 
lit  of  the  land-tax  thus  remitted[,^  ultim^elj  centered  hcre^ 
e  ob&rved  tooy  that  th^  prei^nt  bill  waa  in  iome  reipe£U 
tter  than  the  EnglifK  militia  a&,  becauie  it  contained,  a 
luie  that  no  man  Ihould  be  permitted  to  ferve  twicfr  as.  a 
bftitute,  which  wpuld  be  the  means  of  training  a  mi^cb 
eater  number  of  Qiea  tp  the  uie  of  arm^. 

Sir  Jdam  i%Tj«|^/fjdf Claimed  all  partiality  or  local  pr,eju-  ^^^  ^/^ 
;es.  "  Said  he.  dad  x>Qt  tali;^  up  the  matter  as  ^Scotcbra^n^  Ftrgyfm, 
t^^ BntCitip,  Ifif^TfUc^hip  beUeved  '^  wpul^cl^b^ i^ipeiW^  of 
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procunhg  a  complete  narional  defence.  He  was  fuiprifcd  n 
hear  fo  much  faid  about  the  di(proportion  of  the  rtvencec 
this  country,  and  that  when  a  moment's  impartial  confidcr.- 
tion  would  point  out,  that  a  revenue  could  not  be  ralfedb 
two  places  on  the  fame  ium.  The  greateft  part  of  the  lai^- 
ed  income  ariiing  in  Scotland  was  drawn  out  of  it  and  fpr: 
here.  What  matter  then  to  this  country,  whether  the  ihokt 
was  coUefted  in  Middlefcx  or  m  die  (hire  of  Edinbureh  ?  If  n 
made  any  difference,  it  was  the  convenience  of  coUcoing  tL: 
revenues  on  the  fpot.  Bat  beiides  the  revenues  acquired  i: 
•  this  manner,  how  wete  they  encreafed  throu^the  medioi 
of  our  manufaftures  ?  Nay,  he  had  no  doubt,  if  the  amoai: 
of  the  revenue,  on  the  Englifh  manufaftures,  fent  to,  23! 
confumed  in  Scotland,  were  properly  ftated,  it  would  cxac. 
the  whole  of  the  revenue,  arifing  from  the  confumptloa  of  2! 
North- America.  Look  at  die  labouring  manU  hat,  it  is  teg- 
lifli.  Look  at  his  coat,  it  is  Englifh.  His  fhoes,  ftockii^^ 
;Sjtd  buckles  arc  all  Englifh.  Look  again  at  the  wives  ^ 
daughters  of  every  rank,  from  the  duke  to  the  peafant,  zsi 
their  gowns,  ribbons,  &c.  are  all  Englifh.  Heobfervedthi 
fcveral  perfons  of  rank,  who  held  offices  of  great  profit  in  Scot- 
land,  refided  conftantly  in  England.  Among  others  he  allcdd 
to  a  noble  Lord  in  the  Houfe,  [Lord  Frederick  Campbell]  and 
a  noble  Duke  in  the  other,  [the  Puke  of  Quccnfbcrry.]  h 
fhort,  as  the  treaty  of  Union  had  abolifhed  the  names  of  £n|- 
lifhman  and  Scotchman,  and  united  them  in  that  of  Briton,  li: 
wifhed  that  all  local diftinftions  were  forgotten,  and  tijat  Mm- 
duals,  copyingthe  language  of  thelegiflature,  would  do  the  (mu 

Mr.  Jfyf£.  Mr.  JByng  oppcrfed  Ae  conunitment,  chiefly  on  the  groual 
of  the  cxpence.  He  was  of  opinion  that  no  ncccffity  at  pre- 
fent  cxifled  for  a  militia  in  Scotland ;  and  as  there  did  cr^ 
he  thought  it  would  be  only  incurring  an  cxpencc  to  anfer 
no  folid  or  beneficial  purpofe  whatever.  ' 

Mr  Ctcil        Sir  Cecil  Wray  faid  he  had  been  always  for  a  militia,  as  tb 

^'^^        only  furc  and  fafe  conftitutional  defence;  that  he  had  aftd 

unaer  the  law  for  feveral  years  as  deputy-lieutenant,  and  ei- 

pcrience  had  convinced  him  how  well  fuited  it  was  to  cffcft 

the  purpofes  f6r  which  It  was  firfl  eflablifhed. 

trtrd  Frei,      Lord  Frederick  Campbell  faid,    the  honourable  Gcntlenna 

Campbctu  j-gj^  y^^jam  FerguiTon]  hfe  underflood  had  alluded  to  him,  a 
fpending  the  money  derived  from  his  office  in  this  country; 
but  he  begged  leave  to  aflTurc  him,  that  for  the  laft  two  jears 
he  had  refided  more  in  Scotland  than  in  England ;  and  if  the 
honourableOentlcman  would  repay  him  the  money  his  office 
had  Qpfi  him,  he  fhould  have  all  the  money  he  ever  receive^ 
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with  all  its  emoluments,  and  the  office  itfelf  into  thebargain. 
He  thought  it  therefore  not  fair  to  compare  him  to  tlie  noble 
Dukej  who  had  not  lb  much  as  feen  Scotland  for  feveral 
year«. 

Mr.  Turner^  againft  militias  in  general,  laid  they  were  the  lAuTunur* 
caufe  of  idlenefs ;  and,  in  times  of  real  danger,  would  be  of 
very  Iiltle  ufe* 

Mr.  Powys  gave  notice,  that  he  would  move  a  claufe  in  Mj-.P^wyi. 
the  committee,  to  confine  the  Scotch  militia  to  that  part  o^ 
the  iiland* 

Marth  6- 

The  Lord  Mayor  [Mr.  Sawbridge]  made  his  annual  mo-  Lordhfayw^ 
tion,  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  m  a  bill  to  Ihorten  the  du- 
ration of  Parliaments. 

Mr4  Turner  feconded  tlic  motion*  Mr.  rumr. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull.     As  I  confider  the  queftlon  now  be-  Mr.  Aider- 
fore  u«  of  infinite  importance,  I  cannot  content  myfclf  with"*""^*^' 
giving  it  a  filent  vote. 

The  frequent  inftruftions  our  conftituents  have  given,  to 
attempt  In  this  inftance  a  reftoration  of  the  conftitution,  is  to 
me  an  additional  recommendation  of  it. 

The  livery  of  London,  Siv,  are  the  moft  numerous  body 
of  "cleftors  in  tlie  kingdom ;  and  I  can  with  confidence  affeit, 
that  on  this  point  the  greateft  unanimity  prevails  amongft 
them.  In  this  refpeA  they  arc  by  no  means  fingular ;  for  if 
you  refer  to  the  opinions  of  all  parties,  as  delivered  in  an 
almoft  infinite  number  of  inftruftions  and  recommendations 
from  the  year  17 16,  when  that  violation  .of  the  people*8 
rights,  the  Icptennial  aft,  paflfed,  to  the  prefent  time,  you 
will  find,  that  the  utmoft  dread  and  apprchenfion  of  the  evil 
confequences  of  thataA  are  exprefled,  accompanied  with  the 
moft  earncft  recommendations  to  their  reprefentatives,  to 
obtain  a  repeal  of  it,  that  the  people  may  be  thereby  reftor- 
ed  to  their  antient  right  of  frequently  elefting  new  Parlia- 
ments. 

The  concurring  teftimony  of  all  forts  of  men,  on  a  great 
variety  of  occafions,  it  might  reafooably  be  fuppofed,  would 
bbtain  without  difficulty  a  |)oint  fo  important  to  their  inte- 
refts ;  and  but  for  the  experience  of  many  years,  it  would  be 
tJiought  incredible,  that  tlie  bulk  of  the  people  (hould  thug 
carncftly  folicit,  and  yet  folicit  in  vain. 

Short  Parliaments,  Sir,  are  effential  to  the  fecurity  of 
Englilh  liberty. 

Vol.  1H.  G  g  g  Power 
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Power  cannot  revert  too  often  to  thofe  to  ¥chom  it  belongs  } 
and  the  more  frequent  the  appeal  is  made  to  the  people,  the 
more  entire  will  be  their  confidence  in  the  executive  parts  of 
government.  '         _ 

I  confider  the  many  calamities  which  wc  at  prefent  labour 
under,  as  refulting  from  long  Parliaments ;  under  their 
fanftion  and  influence  corruption  has  been  reduced  to  a 
fyftem;  and  it  will  be  happy  for  pofterity  if  it  docs  not 
eventually  fap  the  very  foundations  of  our  once  glorious  con- 
ftitution,  and  ovenvhelm  it  in  irretrievable  deftruftion. 

Bad  miniftcrs  confide  in  long  Parliaments,  and  confider 
them  as  their  great  fecurity.  Hence  it  is  the  people  are  fur- 
prifed  and  betrayed,  one  rarliament  fuddenly  dinolved,  anc} 
another  fpeedily  elefted,  and  power  thereby  almoft  perpe- 
tuated. But  for  this  fecurity  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  in  our 
days  wc  ftiould  have  feen  fuch  undue  exertions  of  minifterial 
power,  as  the  people  have  complained  of  ? 

Should  we  have  feen  the  glories  of  a  fuccefsful  war  obfinir- 
ed  by  a  ftiameful  and  ignominious  peace  ?  The  privileges  of 
the  members  of  this  Houfe  facrificed,  in  tlic  perfon  of  an  in- 
dividual, to  private  refentment ;  the  tights  of  the  eleftors 
violated;  enormous  fums  granted  vvrithout  enquiry,  and 
without  account;  Popery  eiUbliilied  under  a  froteftant  go- 
vernment ;  and  a  long  black  catalogue  of  other  enormities  * 
Should  wc,  Sir,  have  had  thefe  things  to  complain  of,  but 
for  the  influence  of  corruption,  and  that  encreafed  and  efta- 
blifhed  by  long  Parliaments  ? 

I  will  venture  to  fay  wc  fhould  not.  I  will  only  add,  that 
if  we  have  any  regard  for  the  virtue  of  the  people ;  if  we  wifh 
to  preferve  the  conftitution  and  all  that  is  dear  to  a  free 
nation ;  if  we  refpeft  the  opinions  of  a  manifeft  majority  of 
our  conftituents ;  and  if  we  have  any  regard  to  our  own  re- 
putation as  independent  men ;  and  as  uncontaminated  by 
minifterial  influence,  wc  fhall  all  give  our  moft  hearty  Amen 
to  this  queftion. 
Sir  Cmrp  Sir  George  longe  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion. 
rmi4.  There  was  no  reply. 

The  queftion  was  called  for,  and  put.  For  the  motion  64 ; 
again  A  it  138. 

March  7. 

Examiried  evidence  on  Hindon  incapacitating  bill.  Ad- 
journed it  to  the  X9th. 
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March  8. 
Lord   Barrtngton  gave  notice  that  he  fliould    move  the  Lord  J^^r^ 
Moufe  on  Mbnday  next  the  i  ith,  "  That  a  fupply  be  granted  r'mgtim. 
to  his  Majeftv  for  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army  for  the 
curretit  year." 

Colonel  Barre  made  feveral  obfervations  on  the  articles  of  Col.  M^rr4» 
expcnce  contained  in  the  accounts  of  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army  in  North- America.    It  appeared  to  him,  from  the 
accounts  of  the  extraordinaries  for  North- America,  that  the 
lum  of  6oo,oool.  was  charged  for  the  fupport  of  6000  men  in 
Bofton  only,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  lool.  per  annum  for 
every  foldicr ;  what  then,  h^  aflced,  muft  it  coft  the  nation, 
if  it  be  found  neceffary  to  employ  40,000  men  on  this  fatal 
fcrvice,  who  are  to  be  lupplied  with  all  the  neceffaries  of  hu- 
man life  (water  excepted)    from   this  country  ?  He  added, 
that  he  could  not  return  home  to  his  conftituents  with  a  fafc 
confcience,  without  calling  for  a  particular  account  of  the 
expenditure  of  fuch  a  fum,  to  know  m  what  the  charge  con- 
fifts,  fo  as  to  jullify  his  voting  the  fupply  on  Monday  next. 
He  therefore  begged  l^ave  to  make   the  following  motion, 
*^  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe,  copies  of  the  fequifi- 
tions  made  by  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majefty*s  forces 
in  Northr  America,  on  which  the  fums  have  been  advanced 
(which  appear  in  tlie  account  of  extraordinary  fervices  in- 
curred, and  paid  by  the  right  honourable  Richard  Rigby, 
paymafter-general  of  his  Majefty*s  forces,  between  the  9th 
of  March  1775,  and  the  31ft  of  January  1776,  and  not  pro- 
vided for  by  Parliament^  to  have  been  advanced)  to  Thomas 
Hariey  and  Henry  Drummond,  efquires,  to  be  by  them  ap- 
plied and  invefted  in  the  purchafing  Spanilh  and  Portugal 
coins,    for  the  ufe  and  fcrvice  of  his  Majefty's  forces   in 
North- America,  together  with  an. account  of  the  expen- 
diture thereof,  as  far  as  the  fame  cai>  be  made  ujp." 

Mr.  D.  Hartley  fecond  the  motion.  He  fpoke  of  the  pro-  Mr.  d. 
priety  of  it,  and  expatiated  upon  the  necefiity,  on  inany  ac-  Barti^. 
counts,  of  going  into  the  propofed  enquiry. 

Lord  North  promifed  to  lay  before  the  Houfe  the  requifi-p  Ld.  Nvrtk. 
tions  of  the  commander  in  chief,  on  which  the  warrants  from 
the  Treafury  were  iffued ;  but  as  for  the  account$  pf  the  ex- 
penditures, he  faid  they  were  not  made  out  j  many  of  them 
were  not  arrived  ;  all  the  money  iffued  was  not  expended ;  it 
was  neceffary,  in  cafe  of  emergencies,  that  the  commander  in 
chief  fhofild  have  fums  in  hand  ;  confequently  of  thefc  it  wa% 
impoflible  to  give  any  account  till  they  were  expended  by 
G  g  g  i  him  : 
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him :    but  fuch  accounts  of  expenditures  as  yrcre  arrived 

fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
Sir  Grey  Sir  Grcy  Coopcr  faid,  the  requifitions  of  the  commander  in 

Coofter.       chief  were  the  vouchers  for  the  warrants  of  the  Treafury. 
Mr.  Corn-    '    Mr.  Cornwall  explained  the  nature  of  thofe  accounts,  and 
**"''•  the  method  of  paffing  them, 

€0].  Ban-/.     Colonel  Barre  laid,  in  tranfaflions  of  a  private  nature,  he 
knew  no   gentleman  to  whofe  word  or  aflurance  he  woulc{ 
fooner  truft  than  the  laft  honourable  gentleman,  but  in  af- 
fairs of  public  concern,  in  which  he  was  not  permitted  to  a£k 
in  a  difcretionary  manner,  he  could  not  accept  of  any  thing 
but  the  moft  fatisfaftory  proofs ;  the  papers  muft  therefore 
be  produced,  or  flatly  refufed. 
Mr.  Rigky.      Mr,  Rigby  objefted  to  that  part  of  the  motion,  requiring 
accounts  of  the  expenditure.     He  faid,  they  could  not  always 
be  had  ;  that  he  had  not  heard  from  the  deputy  pay-mafter 
in  his  department  for  many  months,  and  then  he  had  a  large 
fum  in  hand  unexpended ;  and  coniequently  of  which  jio  par- 
,  ticular  account  could  yet  be  laid  before  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Corn-       On  this  ground^ '  Mr.   Cornwall  rofe  again,    and  wifhed 
»*//•    -     Colonel  Barre  to  withdraw  that  part  of  the  motion  ;  but  Mr* 
Hartley  ftrenuoufly  infilled  on  it,  as  the  reafoh  for  having 
feconded  the  whole. 
Col.  Barre, '    Coloucl  Bcrri  again  obferved,  that  he  infifted  not  fo  much 
on  the  requifitions  of  the  commander  in   chief,  but  on  the. 
•   grounds  of  thofe  requifitions,  whidi  might  appear  in  his  let- 
ters to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  tlie  Treafury,  or  to  ano- 
ther noble  Lord,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies^  that  the 
minifter  and  his  friends  feemed  to  evade  this ;  there  might  be 
fecrets,  as  Lord  North  had  hinted,  improper  to  lay  before 
Parlij^ment ;  may  be,  he  faid,  with  a  fmile,    ioo,oool.  was 
gone  among  the  members  of  tlie  congrefs.     At  length  his 
motion  was  agreed  to.     * 
Adjourned  to  March  nth. 

Afaich  II. 
LoH  Bmt'       Lord  Barringtop  moved,  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  845, 1 65I. 
riufun.       i^^  gij,  be  granted  towards  defraying  the  cxtraordinry  ex- 
penccs  of  the  land  forces,  and  other  i'ervices  incurred,  be- 
tween! the  gth  of  March*  1775,  and  ^ift  of  January  1776. 
Ctl.  Bgrr/.      Colonel iarr^  faid,  the  annals  of  this  country  did  not  furnifli 
anotlier  inftaiice  in  which  a  nominal  body  of  11,000  men 
(never  amounting  at*  any  time  within  the  period  mentioned 
in  the  refojution  to  above  8506  effcftivc  men)  had  coft  the 
nation  fo  much  money.     The  campaign  of  iJunker's-HiU 
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id  Lexington  was  ludicroufly  compared  with  the  gloriou* 
impaigns  of  the  immortal  John  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  and 
;e  forcing  the  lines  thrown  up  by  a  mob  in  the  courfe  of  a 
immer's  night,  oppofed  to  the  viftories  of  Blenheim,  Schcl- 
nburgh,  the  conqueft  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  the  tra- 
.^rfing  the  vaft  circuit  of  the  kingdom  of  Spain  by  Lord 
etei-'^orough,  and  the  renowned  impreffions  made  by  the 
►uke  of  Ormond  at  Vigo  and  Port  St.  Mary.  Myftic  ri- 
*r  was  compared  to  the  JDanube ;  and  the  operations  of  a  war 
lat  pervaded  half  Europe,  and  in  which  a  Britiih  army  and 
neigners  in  Britiih  pay,  amounting  to  70,000  men,  had 
:ndercd  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Britifh  arms  immortal, 
as  balanced  againft  thofe  carried  pn  within  a  circuit  of  little 
lore  extent  than  what  is  taken  up  by  the  fcite  of  this  metro- 
)lis.  The  expence  of  the  former  was  fliewn  to  amount  to  a 
im  not  more  than  two  millions,  while  the  other,  including 
leexpences  of  the  fleet,  coft  nearly  three  millions,  the  very 
ctraordinaries  and  ordnance  fervice  alone  amounting  to 
>300,oool.  He  finiflied  with  an  eulogium  upon  General 
lontgoniery,  the  account  of  whofe  death  in  an  attempt  to 
>  take  Quebec  by  .efcalade,  had  arrived  but  a  few  days  be- 
)re. 

Mr.  Burke  drew  feveral  comparifons  between  the  vi£^ories  Mr.  Murkf 
F  Mr.  Pitt  and  thofe  of  the  noble  lord,  [Lord  North]  and 
intended,  that  the  campaign  which  gave  the  great  conti- 
cnt  of  North  America  to  this  country,  though  the  force 
anfifted  of  40,000  men,  fell  confiderably  fhort  of  the  ex- 
ence  of  maintaining  %oo6  wretched  men,  ftarvcd,  dif- 
raced,  ai)d  cooped  up  in  the  fingle  town  of  Boflon.  He 
aid  very  high  compliments  to  General  Montgomery,  who 
ad  conquered  two-thirds  of  Canada  in  one  campaign. 

Mr.  Fox  vied  with  Mr.  Burke  in  his  eulogium  of  General  Mr.  F**. 
lontgomery. 

Lord  f^orth  cenfured,  what  he  called  this  unqualified  li-  ^'  ^^^^ 
erality  of  the  praifes  *  .»eftowed  on  General  Montgomery,  by 
le  gentlemen  in  oppolition,  becaufe  they  were  bellowed  up- 
na  rel^l ;  and  faid,  he  could  not  join  in  lamenting  his  death 
s  a  public  lofs.  He  admitted  indeed,  tliat  he  was  brave, 
e  was  able,  he  was  humane,  he  was  generous ;  but  ftill  ho 
as  only  a  brave,  able,  humane,  and  generous  rebel ;  and 
lit!,  that  the  vcrfe  of  the  tragedy  of  Cato  might  be  applied  to 
im -^<  Cttrfe  on  his  virtues ^  thefve  undone  his  country  ^^^ 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  a  fecond  time,  and  faid,  the  term  of  rebel^  ap-  **''•  ^^' 
lied  by  the  noble  lord  to  that  excellent  pcribn,  was  no  cerr 
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tain  mark  of  difgracr,  and  therefore  he  was  thclefs  canieJti 
dear  him  of  the  imptttation ;  for  that  all  the  great  afferto: 
of  liberty,  the  laviours  of  their  country,  the  behcfafiors  o 
mankind,  in  all  ages,  had  been  called  rrfc/j;  that  diey  err 
owed  the  conftitution,  which  etiabled  them  to  fit  in  tk 

houfe,  to  a  rebellion. Sunt  blc  etlam  fua  prahia  lau£^  fa 

iachrymit  rerunt  et  mentem  mortalia  tangunt. 

lA.  Ntrtk,  Lord  North  faid,  whatever  uneafineG  this  di{j)utc  wit 
America  mignt  occafion,  whatever  confequences  it  mig: 
have,  he  hoped  it  would  be  recoUeded,  be  ha!d  n6t  raifed,  L 
not  difturbed  the  aueftioki.  It  was  in  aigitation  before  he  oci 
into  office.     He  tound  it  there. 

©•^etnof        Governor  Jobnjlone  expreffed  his  aftonifhment  at  this  ds 

jthn/Um.  claration,  thus  uttered  in  the  face  of  his  country !  in  the  ki 
of  the  houfe  !     Inftanced  the  Tea  Duty^  and 

hLKtrth.  Lord  North  (fuddenly)  laid,  (hould  he  anftvcr /Aat  / — 
The  tea  duty  was  not  laid  on  by  him,  he  only  carried  it  for- 
ward. 

CoT«Tiior        Governor  Johnjlone  to  explain,  faid,  it  was  very  difor- 

jtbnfitnt,  j^j.jy  ^^  interrupt  him  in  that  very  abrupt  manner.  How- 
ever, he  thought  the  noble  lord's  explanation  or  vindicatioa 
pf  himfelf,  made  the  matter  ten  times  worfe  againfthifli. 

The  qucftion  l>eing  called  for,  thp  houfe  divided ;  for  it, 
x8o,  againft  it,  57. 

Afarch  12. 

%\tCbarUt       Sir  Charles  IVhiiworth  reported  the  refolution  of  ycfterdi/ 

fThiMoorth.  on  the  army  extraordinaries. 

UrMartUjf,  Mr.  Hartley  lamented  the  ftate  of  this  oppreffcd  and  a!- 
rtioft  ruined  country.  Heobferved,  it  was  not  that  the  vr 
was  unjaft,  cruel,  and  unnatural ;  that  the  country  was  ki: 
naked  and  defcncelefs ;  that  the  expences  were  already  enor- 
mous ;  that  the  fund  which  was  appropriated  for  the  purpoff cf 
reducing  the  public  debts,  as  a  fecurity  to  our  public  crcJno:^ 
in  cafe  of  deficiencies,  and  as  a  dernier  refource  in  cafe  of  aa 
attack  from  our  natural  enemies,  was  already  anticipated  fo/ 
many  years  to  come ;  thcfe  matters,  however  terrible  in  thar 
appearance,  or  dreadful  in  their  confequences,  were  alrcaii.^ 
knowp  or  forefeen  :  but  it  was  the  confidence  wldi  whicii 
minifters  afked,  and  the  ready  compliance  of  Parliament  to 
every  requifition,  without  either  exanfi ning  the  nature  of  tlic| 
ftrvices  for  which  the  money  was  given,  or  aftciwards  eo- 
quiring  into  the  expenditure,  that  ailonifhed  him.  SofA,  tf| 
a  great  meafure,  was  the  nature  of  the  account  of  cxtraorai-j 
Mrici  now  before  them.     He  faid,  he  fliould  not  enter  iflW! 
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I  minute  examination  of  the  ftveral  items  which  had  fwelleJ 
hat  very  extraordinary  account,  but  he  would  be  oUigtd  t^ 
he  noble  lord,  [Lord  North]  if  he  would  now  rile  and  give 
he  explanation  he  declined  to  give  the  other  night  in  debate^ 
hough  oft^n  preffed.     He  knew  how  little  attention  any 
hing  he  offered  was  entitled  to  from  the  noble  lord  and  tiip 
rcntlenien  on  tb^t  fide  the  houfe.    Buf  how  little  foever  h^ 
night  defervc  to  be  attended  to  on  bis  own  account,  he  ho- 
)ed  that  iome  degree  of  attexLtion  was  due  to  him  on  luch  a9 
)ccafion,  in  the  charader  of  a  reprelentati v.c  giving  away  die 
noney  of  his  cpriftitaents.     The  matter  he  defired  to  have 
rleared  up^  was  the  requifition  made  by  the  commander  ia 
:hief  for  a  hundred  thbufand  pounds^  and  the  credit  take^ 
'or  that  fum  withoiit  being  accompanied  by  a  finglc  voucher, 
yit  page  ^bo.J     He  obferved,  that  there  were  vouchers  for  the 
eft,  ftating  to  whom  the  payments  were  made,  but  not  one 
)f  the  afkual  expenditure,    before  he  fat  down,  he  begged 
he  noble  lord  would  explain  to  thp  houfe  the  nature  of  the 
:ranfaftion ;   ^t  pi:efent  it  bore  a  very  ftrangc  appearance^ 
He  obferved,  that  there  was  a  circumftance  attending  money 
natters  now,  that  was,  he  believed,  before  aever  known  or 
jraftiftd  even  by  the  E^oble  lord  ;  tliat  was,  minifters  rcfufe4 
Lo  venture  at  a  grofs  computation,  what  the  cxpencc  of 
:hc   extraordinanes    of    the   fuccci^ding    campaign    wouy 
imount  to.     He  had  l?,ea^d  it  propped  in  debate,  that  they 
vould  rife  this  year  to  the  monflrous  fum  of  four  millions. 
Terrible  9s  thefe  tidings  were,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  know  tlic 
Rr^orft ;  not  to  come  day  after  day  to  that  houfe,  and  hear  fome 
lew  demaiid  oxade,  under  a  frem  pretence  and  another  deno* 
nination,  though  all  direfted  to  the  fame.fcrvice.     If,  tliercr 
"ore,  th«  minifter,   as  he  muft  by  this  time  kr\ow  what  hif 
Jan  was,  and  the  probable  expence^  of  carrying  it  into  exe-* 
rution,  would  rift,    and  fairly  and  ingenuouHy,  ftate  the 
jrofs  computation,    the  bonfe  would  then  know  what  they 
lad  to  cxpeft,  what  they  were  to  grant  on  one  fide,  and  wl^t 
hey  were  to  get  in  return  on  the  other,  and  of  courfe  be  ena* 
jjed  to  balance  tic  certain  exp^nce  againft  the  probable  or 
>oflible  benefits  prQmU^4  tp  accrue  from  the  meafures  novir 
)urfu4ng. 

Lord' North  faid,  if  the  honourable  gentleman  alluded  to  Ld.  JVW-d. 
my  neglefl  (hei^H  tp  tjxe  j)ropofitions  which  he  had  fubmitted 
:o  the  houiCj  he  was  himfelf  confciourof  not  deferving  any 
3art  of  the  imputation.  He  thought  the  honourable  gentlemap 
lod  a&e4  a  very  commendable  part^  and  prefumed  he  was  acf 
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tuatcd  bjr  the  purcft  motives  ;  it  was  fulfilfing  his  duty,  ar . 
in  that  light  he  always  received  and  treated  any  propofitio'i 
which  came  from  him.  His  lordfliip  oblcrved,  that  the  k^ 
nourable  gentleman  gave  a  credit  and  appellation  to  the  p- 
pcrs  on  the  table  which  they  did  not  dcferve,  for  they  wct 
not  vouchers.  The  vouchers  were  yet  to  come,  and  woul' 
contain  a  precife  and  aftual  account  of  the  expenditure,  arj: 
then  the  houfc  would  have  a  full  opportunity  to  exaniin; 
them.  As  to  the  lOO^oOoL  drawA  by  die  commatider  in  chief, 
for  which  no  account  of  any  kind  appeared,  that  coiild  be  ea- 
(ily  explained,  for  it  was  fo  much  in  advance  to  remain  in  hix 
hands,  and  for  which  he  muft  be  accountable  till  he  (hr*? 
the  particular  fervices  for  which  it  was  iffued.  The  ufinl 
manner  of  conducing  this  bufinefs,  was  for  the  command.: 
in  chief  to  draw  on  the  deputy  paymafter-general ;  but  it 
being  Ifound  that  it  was  much  more  advantageous  to  rem:: 
than  diaw,  that  mode  was  di (continued,  and  the  prctsr.: 
adopted  in  its  ftead,  as  it  would  be  a  confiderablc  favin- 
to  the  public.  He  faid,  the  honourable  gentleman  was  mi:- 
taken  in  aflcrting,  that  the  permitting  the  commander  in 
chief  to  draw  was  never  known,  for  it  was  always  the  cai: 
in  refpefl:  to  cxtraordinaries.     The  very  nature  of  the  cx- 

fence,  and  tlie  manner  it  was  incurred,  made  it  neceflkry. 
t  was  uncertain ;  a  previous  credit  was  neceffary,  aai 
the  amount  could  not  be  known,  nor  the  balance  ftmck, 
till  the  feveral  articles  were  brought  into  account,  accompa- 
nied by  the  proper  vouchers ;  that  tliis  had  not  been  thecal* 
formerly  in  America,  for  as  there  were  no  extraordinarits 
till  lince  the  late  war,  by  way  of  eftablifliment,  no  previos 
credit  of  this  kind  confequently  fubfifted. 
^fr.  BMrt'  Mr.  Hartley  did  not  feem  fatisfied  with  this  explanatior, 
*^'  and  recurred  to  his  former  obfervation,  that  it  was  a  matter 

unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  Parliament,  to  propoie  inea- 
fares  to  them  for  their  confideratlon,  without  even  offering  tu 
guefs  at  the  expence.  He  faid,  he  did  not  mean,  by  anj 
thing  that  had  fallen  from  him,  to  limit  the  commander  n 
chief  to  any  fpccific  fum  in  the  firft  inftance,  but  only  to 
have  a  faithful,  accurate,  and  fatisfadory  account  of  the  ex- 
penditure, to  fee  that  the  money  had  been  applied  to  th: 
purpofes  for  which  it  was  granted. 
Mr.  Dtrp*  jJ/[^^  Dempjler  fpokc  ot  the  confequences  ariling  from  rh: 
^  *  contrafts  in  general.     He  faid,  every  country  where  fuch  a 

a  fyftem  was  permitted  to  prevail,  muft,   in  the  end,  be  un- 
done ;  and  he  had  little  doubt  that  a  very  confiderablc  prt 
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of  the  burthens  we  now  labour  tmder  have  been  incurred 
through  die  means  of  jobs  and  contra£lors*  He  informed 
the  hoaie,  that  when  he  had  the  honour  of  being  in  the  di- 
region  of  a  certain  great  company,  the  evil  was  felt,  and  he 
and  fotne  qther  gentlemen  in  the  dire£^ion  determined  to^ 
provide  fome  means  of,  removing  it.  The  court  of  direftors 
at  length  agreed  to  advertife  the  contrafis,  and 'the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  they  not  only  made  a  very  cojifiderable  fav* 
ing,  btot  the^  articles  were  much  better  that  were  fumiflied 
in  .-diis  way  than  before  the  contrafts  were  laid  Ofpen.  He  re- 
commended this,  or  fomc  other  fimilar  plan  to  the  minifter, 
and  afTured  him  that  very  lingular  advantages  would  accrue 
thereby  to  the  public,  as  tlie  articles  would  be  both  cheaper, 
and  of  fuperior  quality.  He  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
jobbecs  and  contraAors  were  at  once  the  difgrace  and  curfe  of 
this  country,  a  well-authenticated  inftance  of  which  hap- 
pened during  the  late  war,  of  a  perfon  whofe  contract 
amounted  only  to  1,300,0001.  but  whofe  net  profits^were  full 
SoOjOobt. 

Sir  *jQkpb  Mawhey  beitowed  almoft  every  opprobious  epi-  S^?^' 
Aet  in  the  Englilh  language  on  the  American  war.  He  faid  ^^*' 
it  was  cruel,  unjuft,  villanous,  and  that  he  trufted  God  and 
man  would  unite  in  reprobating  it.  He  was  no  lefs  fevere  on 
its  advifers  and  concluftors.  He  obferved,  that  the  noble 
lord  who  lately  prefided  in  the  department  to  which  Ameri- 
can affairs  more  peculiarly  belonged,  was  too  honeft  and  con- 
icientious  to  peruft  in  fb  bloody  and  inhuman  a  bufinefs.  He 
abhorred  the  thou^t  of  embruine  his  hands  in  the  blood  of 
his  innocent  unoffending  fellow-fubje£ts,  and  reiigned  his  office 
Iboncr  than  co-operate  ih  fo  flagitious  a  work.  It  is  true,  he 
'was  fucceeded  bv  a  noble  lord  now  fitting  oppofite,  [Lord 
G.  Germain]  wno,  he  prefumed,  imagined  he  was  afting 
right,  but  whofe  fchemes  of  unconditional  fubmiffion,  he 
hoped  he  would  never  be  able  to  effcft.  He  obferved,  that 
the  majorities  who  daily  fanftioned  the  prefent  meafures 
would  forely  repent  of  it;  and  he  recommended  to  the  coun- 
try gentlemen  to  fcrioufly  refleft  on  the  confequenccs,  when 
the  additional  fhilling  on  the  land  would  not  4ialf  defray  the 
account  of  extraordinaries,  which  was  at  prefent  the  futgeft 
of  confideration.  If  then  fuch  an  enormous  cxpence  was  in- 
curred for  the  maintenance  of  6000  men  confined  in  Boflbn, 
would  any  perfon  rife  arid  fay,  that  the  whole  of  fiK  fliillingt 
in  the  pound,  inflead  of  four,  would  defray  even  the  extraor- 
dinaries of  the  army  that  was  to  b^  employed  in  the  courfe  of 
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the  cnfuing  carapaiga?  It  was  plain  it  could  not,  for  it  was 
already  confefTed,   diat  the  extraordinaries  would*  sunount  to 
four  millions,  and  a  land-tax  of  fix  {hillings  in  the  pound 
'  .  would  be  confiderably  fhort  of  three,   perhaps  not  quite  two 

•     and  a  half,  after  allowing  for  the  deficiencies.    Where  then 
are  the  fupplies  to  come  from  ?  You  cannot  devifc  a  tax  that 
will  not  caufe  a  defalcation  in  fome  other.     The  excife  and 
cuftoms  will  not  produce  a  fingle  {hilling  more ;  and  if  they 
Ihould,  your  trstde,  manufaftures,   and  commerce,  will  bio 
ruined,  if  you  attempt  to  lay  on  any  new  duties.     He  then 
addrefTed  himfelf  to  Lord  Howe  and  General  Burgoyne,  and 
after  giving  teflimony  to  their  perfonal  worth,  cxpreiTed 
his  aflonifliment  that  uich  men  would  be  concerned  in  fo  in- 
*famous  and  diabolical  a  bufinefs ;    and  owned,  that  however 
he  might  efleem  them  as  men,    he  wiflied  tliat  they  might 
not  fuccecd  ;    but  that  the  caufe  of  juflicc,  humanity,  free- 
dom, and  the  conftitution,  might  prevail.     He  faid,  admini- 
'   ftration  might  pride  themfelves  in  their  great  majorities ;  but 
he  tnifled   the  day  was   not  far  off,  when  they  would  be 
brought  to  a  jufl  and  fevere  account  for  the  ruin  and  de- 
Uruftion  in  which  they  were  wantonly  involving  their  coun- 
try, in  order  to  accomplifh  a  dete{lable  plan  of  defpotifin. 
Gov.  Johtt'     Governor  Johnjione  was  very  fevere  on  contraAs  and  con- 
pone,         traftors,  particularly  in  relation  to  two  articles  in^thc  ac- 
count paid  to  Mr,  A.  Bacon,  for  the  hire  of  Negroes  in  the 
ced^d  iflands.     This,  he  faid,  was  a  mofl  fhamefut  fqaan- 
dering  of  public  money.     He  obferved,  likewife,  on  an  arti- 
cle of^oool.  drawn  by  the  fuperint^ndant  of  Indian  affairs, 
upon  the  receiver-general  of  Canada. 
Sir  Orey        ^wGrcy  Cooper  faid,  this  was  the  ufual  mode.     The  only 
C«9per,        difference  it  made,  was,  tliat  inftead  of  drawing  on  the  trca- 
fury,  where  the  account  was  audited,  and  fent  back  with  an 
order  on  the  receiver-general ;    in  the  prefent  inflance,  the 
money  was  drawn  immediately  from  the  receiver-general, 
but  the  fuperintendant's  account  flill  open  to  infpedion; 
and  he  remained  ftill  fubjeft  to  be  made  accountable  for  the 
expenditure  of  any  fums  thus  obtained. 
Ld.  Nprtb.      jLord  North  an{wered  Governor  Johnftone,  refpefting  the 
Negro  contraft.     He  faid,  this  expence  was  incurred  mofWy 
in  Ac  ceded  iflands,  and  was  near  expiring,  as  the  purpofcs 
for  which  tlxe  Negroes  were  employed,  that  of  clearing  the 
Crown  lands,  and  opening  communications  frohi  one  part  of 
tlie  iilands  to  the  other,    were  nearly  completed  ;    confc- 
•     -  qucntly 
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'quentljr  there  would  be  no  further  occafion  for  themy  and     - 
this  expence  would  ceafe. 

Mr.  Pownall  (fecretary  to  the  board  of  trade)  gave  a  Mr.  Pow 
further  explanation  relative  to  the  expence  of  the  fupcrinten-  «*^' 
<iant  of  Indian  affairs.  He  faid,  tliat  prefents  were  made  to 
Icveral  Indian  tribes,  to  the  fix  nations,  and  other  weftcrn 
Indians;  that  the  articles  of  which  thole  prefents  confifted, 
werQ  ufually  purchafed  here ;  that  he  was  the  perfon  who 
formerly  provided  them,  but  on  account  of  the  prdent  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  in  America,  it  was  thought  more  convenient  to 
liave  them  provided  on  the  fpot ;  and  that  was  the  true  caufe 
of  that  article  making  its  appearance  in  the  account.  The 
prefents  commonly  confiijcd  of  glafs  beads,   cutlery,  &c.. 

Mr.  Vyfur  replied  to  the  addrcfs  made  to  the  country  gen-  Mr.  ^«w. 
tlemen,  and  faid,  as  being  included  in  that  number,  he  was 
much  obliged  to  the  honourable  gentleman  [Sir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bey]  for  nis  advice ;  but  for  his  own  part,  though  tlie  land- 
tax  next  year  ftiould  be  fix  fliillings  in   the  pound,  or  dou- 
ble, that  he  was  willing  to  contribute  his  fhare,  as  on  a  for- 
mer occafion ;  for  if  the  fupremacy  of  this  country  was  to  be 
prefcrved  fully  in  its  conftitutional  extent,  no  means  proper 
to  effeft  it,  ought  to  be  ncglcfted  or  left  untried.     As  to  the 
queftion,  what  did  thole  gentlemen  expeft  in  return  ?  He,  for 
one,  fairly  and  openly  declared,  that  he  expe£led  America 
would  be  taxed  for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  revenue,  both  to 
defray  the  expences  of  a  war  this  country  was  wantonly 
forced  into  in  the  affertion  of  her  own  rights,  and  towards 
relieving  us  of  the  burdens  incurred  by  prote&ing  the  colonies 
during  the  late  war-     He  infiftcd  belides,  that  the  Icgiflative 
power  of  this  country,  independent  of  the  reafons  now  ftated, 
could  never  be  maintained,  if  the  exercife  of  it  was  not  to  be  ^ 

coupled  with  a  tax  Submitted  to  by  America,  as  the  cleareft 
acknowledgment  of  the  general  coiit rolling  and  governmental 
po\^er  of  Great-Britain.  Before  he  fat  down,  he  begged 
leave  to  be  underftood,  that  his  complaifance  and  unlimited 
confidence,  however  willing  he  might  be  to  grant  money  for 
the  purpofe  of  carrying  on  the  war,  did  not  extend  fo  far  as  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  firft  in  dais  debate  [Mr. 
Hartley]  for  he  would  never  coafent  to  give  a  commander  in 
chief,  or  any  other  officer,  an  unlimited  right  to  draw  or 
make  requititions ;  for  though  he  was  willing  to  contribute 
largely,  he  ftill  referved  to  himfelf  the  power  of  judging  and 
controlling  the  expenditure  and  application  of  the  money  thus 
granted, 

H  h  h  a  Mr. 
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Ur^TuffHtU     Mr.  Tuffmll  fpokc  of  fcvcral  articles  in  die  account :  (o 
much  for  four  crout ;  fo  much  for  {mall  beer ;  and  (evers^ 
thoufand  pounds  for  pepper  and  vinegar  alone*     Such  a  wafte 
of  public  money  was  to  the  laft  degree  fhameful ;  and  it  was 
no  way  wonderful  that  the  minifter  fhould  have  the  great 
majorities  he  had,  when  he  had  it  in  his  power,  by  fo  many 
different  means,  to  influence  the  reprefentatives  of  trie  ocoplc. 
He  then  took  ^  view  of  the  intended  operations,  and  mewed, 
that  nothing  decifive  could  poffibly  be  effefted  in  the  courfc  of 
the  enfuingoaimpaign,  as  the  troops  would  not  arrive  at  their 
rcfpeftive  places  of  deftination  till  at  the  end  of  two,  four, 
»nd  perhaps  fix  months.    That  pofts  muft  be  fecured^  and 
communications  opened ;  and  that  confequently  the  expence 
of  the  prefent  year  would  be  loft,  or  at  leafl  only  lay  a  foun- 
dation for  the  operations  of  the  fucceeding.     Then,  taking 
the  matter  purely  on  the  ground  laid  down  by  the  promoters 
jof  the  prefent  meafures,  it  would  amount  to  this ;  that  after 
the  expence  of  this  campaign,  which  was  already  allowed  to 
be  ten,  though  he  had  ftrong  reafon  to  believe  it  would  be 
fifteen  millions,  we  Ihould  commence  operations  in  the  your 
1777  effeftually  ;  and  fuppofing  the  fuccefs  predifted  ihould 
be  the  cafe,  and  that  no  one  poffible  event  fhould  happen 
cither  from  without  or  within,  to  interrupt  our  defigns,  that 
America  fhould  be  reduced  to  the  unconditional  fubmiffion 
contended  for  by  the  noble  Lord  over  the  way,  lately  come 
into  office  [Lord  G.  Germain]  the  confequence  would  be, 
thatwe  fhould  incur  adebt of  between  thirty  and  forty  millions, 
a  fum  he  prophefied,  much  more  than  ever  we  fhould  be  able 
to  reimburfe  ourfelves,  by  all  the  taxes  we  could  ever  expcd 
to  draw  from  that  country.     He  doubted  much  therefore, 
whether  the  honourable  gentleman's  [Mr.  Vyner]  thirteen 
fhillings,  or  more,  in  ^e  pound,  would  be  fufficient  to  bear 
the  expence  of  fuch  an  undertaking ;  or  if  he  would  ever  fee 
a  finglc  fhilling  of  the  money  he  was  now  fb  ready  to  grant 
,    for  3ie  purpofe  of  coercing  America,  return  in  any  form 
whatever. 
^  tA.lnfyMm*     Lord  Imham  faid,  it  was  really  (hamcful  thatjgendemen, 
members  of  that  Houfe,  fhould  have  the  contraos  that  now 
appeared.     H^  alluded  in  particular  to  that  of  the  negroes, 
and  the  four  crout.     He  wifhed  finccrely,  that  the  account 
was  printed,  \^tb€  reader  willjindit  in  page  360]  th^  the  nation 
ynight  fee  how  they  were  plundered  and  fie^ced^  in  order  to 
^   gratify  and  enrich  a  fet  of  mercenary  and  rapacious  contrac* 
tor Sy  who  were  raifing  imm^e  fortunP8|  drs^wn  from  the  very 
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vitals  of  the  people  j  and  that  he  was  not  fiirprifed  to  'hear  t 
certain  fet  of  men,  the  prtcfcding  evemng,  ex'prefs  themfelves 
To  wann  for  coercive  meafures,  and  fo  eager  to  grant  away 
the  public  money.  He  did  not  know  by  what  appclfation  to 
dcfcribe  them.  They  were  not  country  gentlemen,  nor 
placemen,  nor  ppnfioners,  nor  king's,  friends ;  but  they  were 
wori^  than  all :  they  were  at  frefcnt  the  difgrace,  and 
would  in  the  end  occalion  the  total  ruin  of  this  country. 

Mr.  £urke  faid  a  few  words  relpefting  the  caution  ex- Mr.  Jcriib 
preiTed  by  an  honourable  gentleman,  who  profeiTed  himfelf  a 
country  gentleman ;  and  laid  he  was  furpiifed  to  hdar  him 
adopt  the  very  language  ufed  by  the  people  of  America ;  . 
that  is,  we  will  grant  you  aids  or  fupplies,  but  we  will  re- 
ferve  to  ourfelves  a  cohtroul  over  the  expenditure,  and  be  the 
judges  of  the  quantum  to  be  granted,  and  the  mode  of  appli- 
cation. He  believed,  therefore,  the  gentleman  was  very  fmig 
and  fecure  in  his  offer  of  a  thirteen  (hillings  in  the  pound 
land-tait,  on  this  condition ;  for  it  amounted  to  juft  nothing, 
while  he  referved  to  himfelf  the  power  of  refufing  it  whenever 
he  thought  proper.  He  faid,  as  by  the  curious  itefns  In 
the  account,  he  imagined  the  army  in  Bofton  had  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  broccoloes,  cabbages,  lour-crout,  and  a  few  afpa- 
ragus,  there  was  no  occalion  for  keeping  open  a  begging  fub- 
fcriplidn  for  the  purpofe.  of  procuring  thofc  neceffaries,  when 
the  natien'had  already  made  fuch  ample  proviiion.  On  this 
ground  he  Ihould  fubmit  two  relblutions  to  the  confideratlon 
ofthe'Houfe,  which  would,  he  prcfumed,  put  this  matter  iu 
a  clear  light.     They  were, 

**  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  the  extraordinaiy 
expenccs  amountmg  to  845,1651.  14s.  8}d.  have  been  in- 
curred, for  the  far  greater  part,  for  fervices  within  the  town 
of  Bofton. 

**  That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  that  ample  proviiion  hat' 
been  made  by  the  public  for  the  accommodation  and  comfort 
cf  the  troops  in  Bofton,  which, made  the  levying  any  further 
money,  of  begging  any  from  tlie  fubjfcft,  on  that  pretence, 
urineceflary."  They  both  paffcd  in  the  negative,  without  a 
divifion. ' 

March  13. 

No  debate* 

Adarcb  14. 

Order  of  the  day,  to  go  into  a  cbmmittee  On  the  Scotch 
militia  bill. 

IVIr,  Greninllin  He  faid  that  toot  haViAg  had  an  opportuiiity  Mr.  Gtm^ 
of  deUvcring  his  featiments  on  this  bill,  he  would  take  thisvi/!fc» 

»  ftage. 
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flage»  and  move  an  inftniCtion  which  would  at  leaft  obviate  one 
of  the  many  objcftion^  he  had  to  it»     That  he  could  not  help 
thinking  it  incumbent  on  its  Aipporters  to  evince  the  three  fub- 
fequent  proportions ;  Firft,  That  the  prefent  fituation  of  die 
kingdom  required  an  extraordinary  force  of  6000  men,  (the 
number  to  be  raifed,)  Secondly,  That  this  method  to  be  adopt- 
ed is  the  cheapeft  ;  and  Thirdly,  That  Scotland  is  the  place, 
where,  from  local  circumftances,  thefe  troops  fhould  be  raifed : 
that  as  he  coufd  not  agree  to  either  of  thofe  three  propolitions, 
he  fhould  certainly  combat  every  ftage  of  the  bill;  and  pro- 
ceeded to  ihew  the  inexpediency  Of  it  on  thofe  three  grounds. 
He  concluded  by  flating  the,expence  of  the  propofea  corps ; 
the  eftimate  of  which  for  twenty-eight  days  he  ftated  to  be 
34,97oU  and  if  embodied,  the  pay  for  thirteen  months  would 
be  104,4401.  to  be  paid,  from  a  land-tax  producing  at  4s.  in 
the  pound,  47)954l.   is.  ad.     In  anfwer   to  fome  afTertions 
relative  to  the  revenue  of  Scotland,  he  begged  leave  to  pro- 
duce fome  original   papers,  by  which  he  flated  the  grofs 
revenue  of  that  kingdom  to  be  fo  reduced  by  mifmanagement 
of  every  kind,  as  to  produce  on  tlie  average  of  ten  years, 
the  very  inconfiderable  fum  of  94,945!.  clear  of  the  barons 
warrants,  drawbacks,  and  charges  of  management,  of  which 
fum  the  land  paid  47,054!.  the  malt  19,280!.  thecufloms  and 
cxcife  I3,555l.  the  ftamps,  feizures,  crown-rents  and  other 
articles  14,1561.     He  next  ftated  tlie  demands  even  on  this 
trifling  fum,  before  it  could  be  remitted  to  the  Exchequer,  for 
the  roads,  fortifications,  ordnance,  flaflF  and   military  efla- 
blifliment,  all  which  were  expences  immediately  incurred  for 
.  that  kingdom.     He  affured  the  Ho ufe,  that  fo  far  from  un- 
dervaluing he  Scotch  revenue,  he  had  in  many  inftances  even 
over-charged  it,  by  taking  it  at  the  period  at  which  it  was  the 
highefl,  and  flating  the  land-tax,  (which  was  the  principal 
article)  at  4s,  in  the  pound.    He  concluded  by  calling  on  the 
juflice,  the  honour,  and  the  generofity  of  that  kingdom,  to 
.  confent  to  a  propofition  which  would  not  draw  one  fhilling 
from  their  country,  and  which  (if  the  bill  were  to  pafs)  would 
make  the  meafure    lefs  obnoxious,    and    lefs  invidious   to 
England.     He  moved.    That  it  be  an  inftnidion    to  the 
committee,  that  they  do  make  provifion  in  the  faid  bill,  for 
directing  and  enabling  the  commiflioners  to  be  named  Dnder 
the  faid  bill,  to  raife  and  levy,  on  their  refpeftive  counties 
•  or  places,  fuch  fums  as  fhall  be  fufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
pences of  the  militia  to  be  raifed  within  the  fame,  fuch  fefs 
or  levy  to  be  made  in  the  fiune  manner^  and  in  the  fame  pro- 
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portion,  as  die  land-tax  has  ufually  been  levied  in  fach  county 
or  place*  - 

Right  honourable  71  Townfhend  feconded  the  motion.     He  Rt.  Hod.' 
faid,  the  words  of  the  motion  contained  almoft  every  thing  ^^*^"' 
nec^iffary  to  convince  every  perfon  who  had  coniidered  thc^ 
fuhjcA.     If  Scotland  is  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with  England, 
in  refpeft  of  conftitutional  defence^  why  not  take  the  inftitu- 
tion  with  all  its  confequences  of  pay^.as  well  as  eftablifhment  ? 
7he  Englifh  Airely  would  defer ve  to  be  both  pitiej^  and  con- 
temned, ihould  they  be  fuch  dupes  to  confent  to  fo  monflrous 
and  unreaibnable  a  propofition. 

Sir  Mam  Fergujfon  infilled,  that  Scotland  had  as  good  a  ^'  ^^ 
right  to  have  her  militia  paid  out  of  the  taxes,  as  England.  ^^^* 
That  (he  pays  in  proportion  to  all  the  burdens  with  this  part 
of  the  ifland  in  every  one  particular  but  the  Is^Kl-tax*  That 
the  duties,  cuftoms,  and  excifcs  collefted  within  Scotland,  do 
not  exhibit  a  true  ftate  of  what  that  country  reaUy  contributes. 
That  great  quantities  of  goods  are  taken  by  Gotland,  and 
the  duties  paid  by  it,  though  they  are  coUefted  here ;  the 
Scotch  being  the  confumers.  He  inftanced  the  articles  par- 
ticularly which  are  imported  into  this  metropolis  from  the 
Eaft-^Indies;  befides  feveral  other  conmioditi^,  fuch  a3 
groceries,  cottons,  &c.  On  thefe  accounts,  as  well  as  that 
a  very  confidefable  fliare  of  the  whole .  landed  property  of 
that  country  was  fpent  in  this,  he  was  aftonifhed  how  any 
man  could  ferioufly  propofe  to  tax  them  locally",  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  paying  their  .own  milida,  when  they  had  for  fo  many 
years  contributed  towards  the  payment  of  the  militia  in  this 
part  of  the  kingdom,  though  partially  deprived  of  fuch  an 
eftablilhment  themfelves. 

Right  hon.  Sir  Gilbert  Ellm  exprefled  his  aftoniftiment  that  Sir  C?i»<rf 
gentlemen  fhould  think  of  making  their  militia  a  provincial  ^'^'•'' 
affair;  it  was  not  intended  as  a  partial  benefit  to  a  particular 
part  of  this  iiland,  but  as  a  plan  of  general  utility,  and  a 
means  of  fccurity  to  tie  nation  at  large.     He  agreed  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  [Mr.GrcnvilleJ  account  of  the  Scotch 
revenue ;  but  contended,  that  great  fums  were  fpent  in  Eng-  . 
land  b*  Scotch  gentlemen,  whom  he  would  call  relident  ab-  .  ^ 

fentees,  and  by  perfons  who  reforteJ  to  London  for  amufc- 
ment  or  on  bufinefs.     He  <ibi*ervcd,    that  great  ftrefs  had  ' 

been  laid   on  the  circumflance  tliat  Scotland  did  not  con-  i 

•  tribute  proportionably  to  the  land-tax  with  England  ;    for  his  I 

part  he  had  no  objeftion  to  the  removing  that  impediment,  ; 

nor  did  he  doubt,  if  an  equal  land-tax  took  place  throughout  \ 

every  part  of  die  united  kingdom,  that  Scotland,  iallead  of  I 
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being  a  lofer  by  fuch  a  regulatioo^  would  U  a  TfiQT  f^opiidera* 
blc  gainer. 

Mr.  r«sHi.     Mr,  "tewn/hend  replied,  liiat  the  ar^imients  of  die  right 

/*^  honourable  gentleman,  proved  too  mudi,  or  proved  nothing; 
they  proved  that  Ireland  and  America  wcr^  taxed,  becaufe 
ihey  purchafed  certain  conomaodities  in  this  country^  jay^ 
that  every  foreign  natioa  in  Europe,  contributed  to  our 
burdens,  oecaufe  thejr  are  the  confumers  of  Ibme  of  our 
xnanufaftures.  In  point  of  abfentees  and  refidents,  tb^  &ine 
argument  held  good  ;  for  he  knew  no  part  of  the  doipioions 
of  the  Britifli  crown  from  which  th^rc  were  not  perfi^s  con- 
ftantly  refining  m  London  and  other  parts  of  Ei^and.  He 
went  further ;  he  contended,  that  he  did  not  know  a  county 
in  England  that  mi^ht  not  lu^  the  fame  plea  with  ecpiai 
weight  and  plaufibility.  We  pay  duties,  for  we  are  the 
connimers.  Our  gentlemen  of  landed  property  are  abfent 
for  nearly  fix  months  in  the  year;  the  produce  of  their 
eftates  is  fpent  in  Middlefez,  therefore  as  we  do  not  pay  any 
thin^  like  a  proportionable  (hare  of  the  land-tax,  give  us  a 
miliaa,  but  do  not  oblige  us  to  contribute  to  its'  fopport. 
He  then  fpoke  to  the  propriety  of  the  meafure,  independent 
of  its  equity.  He  infifted,  diat  the  militia  would  be  better  . 
cxercifed,  better  difciplined,  and  in  every  refpcfl  more  pro- 
perly regulated,  by  making  the  tax  local,  as  it  would  ,be  a 
controul  on  the  fpot,  and  w«uld  thereby  prevent  thofe  abufes 
which  pafs  by  unnoticed,  when  the  fupport  was  to  be  drawn 
out  of  a  general  fund,  in  which  no  body  of  men  could  claim 
a  diftin£^  property.  He  fpoke  of  the  Highland  indepen- 
dent con^anies,  and  obferved  what  little'  iervice  they 
were  of,  for  at  one  time,  when  general  Wade  received 
them,  they  were  found  to  be  deficient  at  leaft  one  half, 
on  which  he  reprimanded  Lord  Lovat,  aqd  complained 
to  his  lordlhip  by  meffage,  how  very  incomplete  his  corps 
in  particular  happened  to  be ;  to  which  Lovat  replied.  That 
fignifies  very  little,  I  can  have  i2co  men  to  turn  out  upon 
any  fervicc,  whenever  I  pleafe. 

UtiNirtl.  Lord  North  againft  the  motion.  He  faid  he  liever  enter- 
tained an  idea  that  a  local  tax  would  be  propofed  inlkad  of  a 
nationad  one«  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  propofed  national 
eftablifhment  would  be  an  additional  fafeguard  and  fecurity  to 
the  united  kingdom,  and  as  fuch  fhould  be  takea  up  and  fup- 
ported  on  the  moft  liberal  ground,  and  would  anfwer  every 
beneficial  and  falutary  purpole  of  the  Englilh  militia. 
M(.  y^ntr,  Mr.  Vyner  faid,  he  was  much  puzzled  before  he  caine  down, 
how  to  cooduft  himielfy  or  whether  to  vote  for  or  againft 
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the  bill,  and  confeflcd  his  obli^tions  to  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  framed  the  motion,  for  fleering  clear  of  the  ob- 
jeftion,  which  prefcnted  itfelf  on  either  hand,  that  of  rejcft- 
ing  the  bill  entirely,  or  agreeing  to  it  upon  terms  that  no  man 
in  his  ienfes  could  poffibly  fu(>mit  to  or  accepts 

Sir  Walter  Blacket  and  Mr.  Tufitiql  fpoke  likewlfe  in  fup- 
port  of  the  motion. 

The  Houfe  divided ;  for  the  motion  54,    agamft  it  57. 

The  Houfe  went  into  the  committee  on  thebilLand  aclaufe 
being  offered,  that  the  eldefl  fon  of  a  peer  (houlcf  be  qualified 
\o  ferve  as  an  officer,  without  what  is  in  otlicr  ihftanccs 
deemed  a  legal  qualificatioA,  this  produced  a  debate,  and  the 
committee  divided,  ayes  41,  noes  38.  Ttie  maiii  argument 
urged  in  favour  of  the  claufe  was,  that  if  it  (hould  be  re- 
jeaed,  it  would  at  once  decide  the  fate  of  the  bill,  for  it 
would  be  the  QC(;afion  of  throwii^  it  out  in  the  Houfe  ofj 
Lords.  The  cpmmittee  adjourned  till  to-morrow. . 
March  15. 

Committee  on.  the  Scptch  militia  bill.     Some  of*  the  claufes         ' 
produced    9,  debate,  particularly  refpefting  the  number  of. 
men,  the  claufe  relating  to  fubftitutcs,  and  in  relation  to 

SualificationsJ.  At  length  it,  was  a^eed  to.  let  tlie  bill  go 
trough  the  committee,  to  report  it  immediately,  and  to 
take  it  into  confidcration  on  the  siotji,  previous  to  any  motion 
for  orderjng  i]t  to  be  engroiled,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  biU  for.ljejttcr  mpplying  marines,  to  ferve  on  board 
his  Majeily's  Ihips  of  war,  and  fof  the  n\ore  Ipcedy  fupply 
of  feamej^  to  ferve  on  board  trading.  vciTelsj^  was  road  a  fecond 
time,,  and  committed.         .       ♦      .  \     \\„ 

Adjourned  to' March  18.  •*,•-!   ' 

,       ,  .  March  18.  ^ 

Mr.  iX  itartley  prefled  the  nccejfifity  of  laying  before  the  Mr.  b. 
Houfe  the  real  eifpcnce  of  the.  navy.  He  faid,  the, accounts  ^^^^* 
produced  by  way  of  eftimate,  .feldom  contained  above  two 
thirds  of  the  expgnce  :  that  ui^der  the  title  6f  the  navy 
debt,  aiid  fervices  not  provided  for,  and  of  navy  extraordi-^ 
naries,  a  cuftom  had  been  by  degrees  introduced,  which  gave 
miniiters  an  abfolute  and  unlimitted  polTefifion  and  command 
over  the  public  purfe*  The  pr^lent  was  a  feafpn,  he  infifted, 
^yhcn  Parliament  ought  to  take  dbublc  care  that  this  miaiftc* 
Hal  licence  was  not  abufed,  as  immenfe  fums  might  be 
expended ,  in  this  way,  entirely  unknown,  and  without  the 
participafion  of  jhe  Houfe.  He  was  aware  how  inefficacious 
axiy  application  of  this  kind  would  prove,  if  the.  noblt  lord 
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on  the  oppofitc  (the  trcafury)  bench  fhduM  diink  proper  to 
fct  bis  fkce  againit  if.  He  therefoit  tzhoitcd  Insiotduifp  to 
bring  forward  aft  account  of  t  he  expenditure  of  hift  year, 
for  he  ailbrtd  him  that  it  was  a  matter  his  kjrdfhipHhoiSQur, 
and  the  credit  of  his  adminiftratioo^  were  equally  conccmed 
in.  He  faid,  that  the  tranfport  fenricc  muft  have  amounted 
to  a  very  coniiderable  fum,  in  the  courfe  of  tfae  htft  year, 
that  no  account  of  that  particular  fervice  had  yet  been  pro- 
d  viced,  that  he  intend'ed  to  move  for  that,  and  an  account  of 
the  navy  debt ;  but  he  was  convinced  vriiat  little  porpofe  it 
would  anfwer  to  frame  any  motion,  Ihould  the  nofaie  Lord  at 
ulual  feeiii  averfc  to  it. 
hd,  Str:h.  Lt)rd  North  faid,  it  Was  not  the  wifh  of  adminiftiation  to 
conceal  any  thing  from  the  Houfe„  nor  was  it  in  their  power, 
were  they  defirous  of  fo  doing.  As  to  incurring  expcoces, 
the  exaft  amount  of  w-hich  could  not  be  aicertamed  at  the 
time ;  it  was  the  conftant  ufitge  of  office  at  aH  times,  and  was 
not  peculiar  to  the  prefent  adminiftration.  It  arofe  from  the 
nature  of  the  fervice  :  for  how  was  it  polBble  to  ftatc  what 
the  cxtraordinaries  in  anygivcn  year  would  amount  to,  till 
they  were  firft  known  ?  They  might  be  more,  thcY  mJriit 
be  kfs ;  and  as  to  the  nowcr  vefted  in  admimftratnm^  ne 
could  fee  no  poffible  abufe  that  could  be  mode  of  it.  It 
was  impoffible  that  the  money  expended  could  be  knoirii  to 
Parliament  at  the  very  time  it  was  iiTuin^  nor  tfic  eicaft 
amount  of  the  debt  incurred,  biit  ftill  the  mufe  retained  the 
efficient  cont«roul ;  for  if  the  debt  was  improperly  incurred  in 
the  firft  inftance,  or  if  there  appeared  any  abuife  or  mahnerla- 
tion  when  the  accounts  came  to  be  infpeAed,  thofe  wbo  had 
abufed  the  truft  neceiTarily  repofed  in  them,  were  liable  to 
be  feverely  punilhed,  and  to  tuflfer  under  the  difpleaAire  of 
,^  that  Houfe,  His  lordfliip  added,  that  for  his  part  he  had  no 
objeftioh  to  give  the  honourable  gentleman  every  information 
he  defired ;  but  he  believed  that  icveral  of  the  accounts  were  not 
yet  doled  or  complete  ;  fuch  as  were-,  he  was  very  ready 
ro  comply  wrrh  the  honourable  gentleman's  reqiiifition. 
Mr.  Bart'  Mr.  narttfy  then  moved,  that  an  account  of  navy,  vic- 
h*  'tualling,  and  tranfport  bills,  that  were  made  out  on  or  before 

tlic  29th  of  February,  1776,  be  laid  before  this  Houfr. 
And  that  an  account  of  the  increafe  of  the  debt  of  the  navy, 
between  tire  31ft  of  December,  1774,  and  the  31ft  of  De- 
cember, 1775,  be  laid  before  this  Houle ;  together  with  the 
^ccification  of  the  refpettivc  fervices  for  which  faid  debt  was 
'  incurred,'  as  fur^s  the  iame  can  b«  made  up. 
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A.  177^.  '     D    E    B    A    T    E    S.  j^ig 

Navy-officey  6xh  March,   1776. 

jfn  eftimate  of  the  debt  of  his  Majejiy^s  navy^  on  the  beads  hereafter  mentioned^ 
as  itjioodon  the  31ft  December,   1775. 

HEADS  OP  THE  NAVAL  ESTIMATES. 
fVear  und  tear^  ordinary y  extra^  repairs,  and  tranfports* 

PARTICULARS.  TOTAL.  . 


Due  to  pay  oiF  and  difcharge  all 
the  bills  rcgiftcred  on  the  caunc  of 
the  navy  for  ftores,  freight  of  tranf-    * 
ports,  &c.  fupplied  for  the  fervice     - 
thereof    --      -«.---  1381701 

Due  to  pay  pfFftnd  difcharge  bills 
rcgiftcred  on  the  lild^tourfc  for 
premium  allowed  by  a£t  of  par- 
liament on  naval  ftores      •      ^     - 

Due  for  freight  of  tranfports  and 
tenders,  and  for  ftores  delivered  into 
his  Majefty*s  fevcral  yards,  &c.  for 
which  no  bills  were  made  out  on  the 
tforcfaid  31ft  December,  1775,  as 
alio  to  fevcral  bills  of  exchange 

Due  to  his  Majefty*s  ieveral  yards 
and  rope-yards,  for  the  ordmary 
and  extraordinary  -  -    -»   *     -     - 

Due  for  half-pay  to  fea-officers, 
according  to  an  cftablifhment  made 
by  his  late  Majefty"  in-rouncil,  on 
that  behalf      .      -     -     •         -     - 


£.     s.  d.     J. 


s.  d* 


19  s 


89*18  ^S  7 


151039    4  6 


77907  15  I 


72148    I  8 


Seametfs  wages. 

Due  to  pay  men,  &c*  unpaid  on 
the  books  of  Ihips  paid  off   -     -     • 

Due  to  pay  fhipe  in  fe^pay  on  the 
aforefaid  3 1  u  December,    1775      *• 

Due  to  difcharjge  and  pay  off  all 
the  bills  entered  m  courle  for  flop 
cloaths,  bedding  for  ieamen,  I'ur- 
geons,   oecefianes,   frec-eifts,    &c. 

>  •     ^'  — 

VtBuaillng  Abty  as  per  ejflimate. 
Received  from  thcfc  commijjhnersy  i>i%* 
Due  for  Ihort  allowance  to  the 
companies  of  his  Majefty's  fhips  in      '    ^ 
pay,"  and  which  have  been  paid  off       17650 


177^615  16  3 


7f 


J 19907  II 
35x604  i6  2 


58842  10  6 


53^354  ^8  3^ 


14  6 


Due 
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Dae  for  pajing  off  all  the  btttt 
entered  on  their  courfe     -      -      •    795439    5  4 

Due  for  provifiont  delivered,  and 
fenriccs  performed,  for  which  no 
bills  were  made  out  oo  the  aforefaid 
31ft  December,  1775    •    -     -      -     18557  11  2 

Due  for  neceffary  money,  extia 
i^eceflary  money,  bills  of  exchange, 
and  contingencies    -----         3280  15  7 

Due  to  the  officers,  workmen, 
and  labourers,  employed  at  the  fc- 
▼eralports        .        .         -         -        9445  19  4    ^ 

r  844374    511 

Skkandhurt^  the  debtoftkat  t0u^ 
MS  per  ejlimate^  recewedfrmn  tbofe  commijpmersy  vi%. 
Due  for  the  quarters,  and  cure 
of  fick  and    hurt  feamen,   fet   oa 
ihore  from  his  Majeftv's  (hips,  ac 
the  feverai  ports,  ancl  for  contin- 
gencies relating  to  the  faid  office    -  ^533^    '  * 
The  total  amounts  la  the  fum                           —- : — " 

of    n.    .    -    .   -     :    -   '  3*63681  '  Jl 

From  whence,  deducting  the 
money  in  the  treafurePs  hands        -  1473^74  ^4  6| 

And  alfo  the  money  that  remained 
to  come  in  of  fupplics,  as  in  p.  421.     31 78^7     7  ^l  ., 

.  ,  465102    X   H 


The  debt  will  then  be  2698579/.  2698579    ^  °5 

N.  B.  In  this  debt  is  included 
for  charge,  of  tranfports,  between 
ift  January,  1775,  *"^  3^*  ^' 
ccmb^r  foUovring    -    .-     -    -      -     148670    8  3 

And  it  appears  by  an  account 
received  from  the  commiffioncrs  of 
the  Yiftualling,  that  the  expencc  of  r . 
vi&uals  fupplied  the  foldiers,  be- 
tween ift  Jan.  1775,  and  the  31ft 
December  fcdlowing,  amounts  to  96291     5  5I 


Forwhichfum  of  244961/.  I3i.8|^f. 
■no  provifion  has  been  made  by  par- 
liament, but  if  thought  fit  t6  bp 


244961  n  % 
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*i7r&.  DEBATE*.  421 

ranted,  at  die  like  fervice  was  pro- 

ided  for  in  former  yeart.        -     *-  £.         u  4. 

The  net  debt  of  the  navy  will 

icn  be       *      -      -     -     -    -  2453617    6    4 

M.  Suckling,         J.fTiUiam.        T.Srm.         fV^Fakner. 

Hemorandumy   Thtr^  ivas  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  late  and  frefent^ 

treafurers  of  th&  ndvy^  on  the  31^  December,   iJJSi   '^  i«o«y,  ai 

unaermentionedy  and  max  ^  ^^kofud  toU^afyds  fdtisfiing  ittufrnfaid  dehi 

0/ the  navy.  *  \ 

On  the  heait  of 
Wear  and*  tear, 

Seamenawagca. 


:wkat 

-eafurera 
aods. 


IniMmrf, 


George 
iitnvUle, 

fm,  krd 

ifceaat 

tarrin|« 


In  motkfsf 
Di|io    towards 

>  the  debt  for 
fick  and  hurt 
leamen. 

Ditto    towards 
the    debt  for 
hort 


ordinary     ind 
tranfpotta. 

^645    l-7i 


moMy     :,705^*«    5* 


tt.  bott. 
Ld.  lord 
ifcoQnt 
towe. 


*  tue  debt 
I  lick  and  1 
J    feattien. 

|i>i« 
y  th( 


In 

Ditto    towards 

the    debc  tot 

fick  and  hut 

iieamtn. 

Ditto    towards 
k  the    debt    for 

fick  and  hurt 

leamea. 


ir  Gil. 
ert£l. 
lot,  bart. 


15623    9*  6} 


»H7    3    ■ 


xgn  i»  loi 

37^    3  "«   « 


35  »o 
H533  «* 


■:l 


»9  «    «S 
108x214    9}6^>M    >4' 9} 


i«66:5   fi 


viaoait. 

if.    *.    A 
2379  «9  W 


^A9    7    7% 


X73>  «»    4j 


59i«'  5    *} 


$.    4L 


if4o»   s  <-; 


1244^    1  to^ 


*  s*fi«  «  H 


%«•«   o    5) 


51133     6    4i«34^5     3    ij"67fi    5    of!     747274  14    6| 
There  remained  on  the  3tft  December,  17759  to  come  in  frenrthefrx- 
bcquerofthefoppliet  of  the  year  1775    -— -   —    — *-*    — -.„-^-*«     317^7    7    of 

Navy^jfice^  aor^  Macch,  '776. 
inaccmtnt,  /hevtring  the  increafe  oftbe-dAtHifhis  Majejiy's  navy  on  the  31/^ 

o/*  Dccembei',    1)75,  with  the  t^onsfor.  the  faid  imreafe  prepared^ 
)cbt  of  the  navy,  on  the  31ft  December,    1775        ^.^9^579    o    6J 
Jebt  of  the  navy,  on  the  31ft  December,  1774        1&86100    %     3 

ihews  the  debt  of  the  navy,  on  tlic  Jift  December,  • 
1775,  to  be  increafed        ^         ^         -         -      -  812478  11     9J 
Reafonsfor  tbejaidincreafi^  qin  aumatt  of  thinaroy^ 
To  be  accounted  fbr  by  the 
ntf reft  incyrred  on  navy  »  Navy^         VifhntUing, 

bills       .        -     Lznf>9  13  I  /^^SS^Sa  a  8i  ^.359^96  9  » 

Pie- 
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Premmm  on  the  importation  of  naval 

ftorcs        -        -        -        -        -    44866  15    o 
Head  money  for  privateers  taken  in  ^ 

thclaftwar-       -        -        -         -        680    o    o 
Sundry  expences  on  account  of  the 

longitude  -  -  -       2795    o  10 

Charge  of  tranTports  -  -  148670    83.' 

Charge  of  railing  volunteer  ieameti  on 

(horc  -  J    -       _      5107     7    4" 

For  1846  ieamen  and  marines,  borne 

more  than  voted  for  wear  and  tear, 
,  and  wages         .  -  -    68394    o    o 

For  buildmg.  fhips  by  contra^orsf  in 

merchant's;  yards  *  -     22096  12     2 

SiUs  of  cxthadge  drawn  by  vice  ad- 
miral Graves,  at  Bofton,  for  the  • 

purchafe  of  vefTels  to  hi  employed 

m  North  America  -  - '    4005    0    o 

Specie  fent  ott  to  the  naval  officer  at 

Bofton  and  Halifax,   the  latter  end 


of  la^  year,  to  fave  the  great  Sif- 
count  that  has  lately  been  given  ohs^ 


bills  drawn  at  thofe  places  -^^5000    o    o 

For  the  value  of  hemp,  foreign  oak 

plank,  American  mafts,  anid  £a^- 

lilh  oak  timber,   contraded  for  m 

1 7  74,  whicih  Ihould  have  made  part 

of  the  expence  of  that  year,  but  not 

being   deli^tered  until    1775,'  the  , 

7  whole    of  the  fiipplics  for    naval 

fervices  for  1774  (exclufive  of  the 
'   extraordinary    expences    not  pro* 

vidcd  for  by  parhament)  was  not 

expended  to  the  amount  of  ,  -     40297     o    o 

,For  the  value  of  fundry  naval  ftorts, 

fuch  as  tar,    turpentine,  oil,  tal- 
low, iheathirtg  board,  hammacoes, 

lead,   canvas,  and  iron,  purchafed 
-  in  part  to  incrcafe  the  magazine  in 

fuck  of  the  articles,  as  were  of  Ame- 
rican growth,  and  under  the  prefent 

circumftanccfi  of  that  country  njiglit 

not  be  procured  from  thence, « and 

others  purchafed  in  addition  to  what 


had 
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£•        J.    d.        £,        J.    J. 
had  been  cftimatcd  to  be  neceflary 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,   on 
account  of  the  fitting  oat  the  great 
number  of  fhips lately  commiffioned     47766     00 

To  pay  Sir  John  St.  Aubyn  for  rent 
and  iine  of  certain  premifes  at  Ply-: 
mouth,  which  had  been  running  in 
arrear  from  the  year  1765,  on  ac- 
count of  the  inilruments  relative 
thereto  not  being  executed  till  die 
year  1775         •  -  -       1181     o    o 

Levy  money  for  an  augmentation  of 
3 1  men  per  company  to  the  marines, 
and  money  advanced  on  the  re- 
cruiting fervice  for  the  marines  in 
Ireland  -  -  -     10510    o    o 

For  confidcrable  repairs  done  to  the 
royal  hofpitals  at  Plymouth  and 
Jamaica,  &c,  -  -  -       2956  12  10 

— — 452686.18     6 

On  Account  of  the  ViSualHng^  as  received  from  thofe  Commifftomrs,  viz. 
:    ^  £•        s.    d.         £»         s.    d. 

Expenceofviftualling  land  forces  96291 

Extra  freights  arid  demurrage  -         566 

[ntereft  paid  and  incurred  on  bills  13148 

Additional  allowance  of  vinegar  1828 

A.  new  wharf  building  at  Portfmoudi       lOQO 

Vegetables  purchafed  and  making 
four  grout,  fent  for  the  lervicc  of 
his  Majefty*s  Ihips  employed  in 
North- America  -  -       ^652     5     7 

Jills  of  Exchange  drawn  from  the  • 
Eaft -Indies  for  the  fervice    of  his 
Majefty's  Ihips  there  in  the  pre- 
ceding year,  which  have  been  paid 
in  the  prefent  year  -  -     ^3355  ^4     3 

lills  made  out  to  purfers  on  the  ba- 
lance of  their  viAualling  accounts 
numbered  in  this  year,  for  ac- 
counts which ,  terminated  in  for- 
mer years,  and  not  included  in  any 
form,crdebt,  in  regard  it  could  not 
.  Vol.  III.  K  k  k  be 
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£•        i.    dp         £9        Sp   rf. 

be  known  until  their  accounts  were 
made  up,  whether  licy  were  debtor 
or  creditor  1-  f       7143     *     3 

J8ills  made  out  for  provifipns  delivered 
and  fervices  performed  on  or  before 
the  31ft  of  December  1774,  re» 
ceiv^  and  numbered  iince,  and 
were  not  included  in  tlie  eftimate 
of  the  debt  for  that  time,  the  acr 
counts  of  which  not  coming  to 
hand  tijl  the  year  1775  -  -  146851510 
Amount  of  provifions,  &c.  fhipped 
to  fupply  his  Majefty's  fhips  at 
Bofton  -  p.  ^    55514     '     9 

An:^ountof  ditto,  Ihipped  to  fupply 
his  Majefty*s  ihips  in  the  Mcditerr 
ranean  ^  -  -       laiy     8     if 

Amount  of  ditto,  fhipped  to  fupply 
liis  Majefty's  Ihips  in  the  £aftr 
Indies  -  -  -       1265  13    4| 

Amount  of  ditto,  fhipped  for  fupply 
of  his  Majefty's  (hips  at  the  Out 
Ports  -  »  T     19563  10    xl 

Value  of  the  remains  in  ftore  on  the 
31ft  of  December  1 775,  exceed  ih^ 
remains  of  the  preceding  year  2727 1  ri     % 

There  were  a  greater  number  of  his 
Majefty*s  fbips  in  coBDuniffion  on 
the  31ft  of  D^cwnber  1775,  ^^^^^"^ 
on  the  3 1  ft  of  December  1 774,  and 
ponfequently,  remains  of  the  dtot 
vifions  on  board  on  thp  31ft  of 
December  1775,  muft  greatly  cXf 
peed  the  remains  of  the  preceding 
year ;  which  with  the  hirh  prices 
ipaid  for  provifions  for  ute  ufe  of 
|ih  Majefty's  {hips  ip  foreign  parts 
together  with  the  wafte  and  flecay 
pi  provifioi^s,  piay  l>e  prefumed  to  * 
^e  re^ons  for  i]xt  remaining  fuxn  ' 

0(  r  ^  ■.  r    91504    9  lOj 

.     ,  ,, .,.  ,^^  ?cj6«S9    6    X 
M^Sufhling,       "f.miRam,        Tf  firm.       fKPalma^. 
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tJat^^Offia^  2i^of  Mardj  i776# 
ht  JtUoiM  <if  tUmimher  of  Seamed  and  Mariners  employed  in  the  Service 
^tbi  R(^  Navy  from  the  ift  o/"  January  1775,  to  the  a^  ^Fcbruarf 
I776>  uptm  a  nUdium  of  each  month,  SJiingutJbing  the  Seamen' from  . 
the  JUarineSy  and  what' number  of  each  were  borne  ^md  mujiered  in  the 
Snvice  prepared,  purfuunt  to  a  precept  if  tbi  bonourabli  Houji  of  Com^^ 
tj  daitdthe  i^rkinjlant. 


^775 


1776 


Months. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

Jund 

July 

Auguft 

September 

Oftober 

November 

December 

January 

February 


Borne. 
14868 
15069 
15010 

1SJ57 
14874 
13728 
14406 
15091 

15723 
16257 
1710a 
17894 
18413 


:n. 

Marines. 

Mufter'di 

l^orae. 

Mufficr'd. 

1^707 

4099 

2233 

14842 

4032 

2059 

14768 

15079 
14628 

4132 
4169 

2129 
2088 

4111  , 

19'* 

13630 

4123 

1965 

14283 

44^7 

14949 

4664 

2071 

15224 

5035 
5196 

2298 

»5S7« 

2466 

16109 

5513 

2509 

16056 
17672 

5832 

2787 

-  18162 

.  ^  . 

2i658d 

55403 

^443 

I547<* 

.  .  - 

•  -  - 

21 9070 
Upon  a  medium  to  the 

end  of  February  15647 

Ditto,  to  December  laft -1--  4616  2203 

The  medium  of  the  fiyimen  h  taken  for  the  whole  time,  but  that  of 
the  marines  is  taken  only  to  the  3  ift  of  December  laft,  no  account  of  the 
ftiore  mufters  having  been  yet  received  from  the  ports  for  the  months 
of  January  and  February. 

M.  Sucklings         J.  Pfilliams.  T4  Brett*         R.  Temple, 

March  ig. 
Hindon  incapacitating  bilU 

March  20. 
Order  of  the  day^'  to  take  into  conlideration  die  report  of* 
the  Scotch  militia  bill. 

Right  hon.  T*  Townftjend  moved  to  put  it  ofF  to  this  day  Right  floo. 
four  months.     He  faid,  it  was  to  the  laft  degree  unreafonable  *^-  ^tw<»/- 
to  cxpc£l  that  England  fhouW  bear  the  expcnce  of  a  land-  ^^'^^' 
tax  iiifo  mpnftroos  a  difproportion,  tiA  it  was  an  attempt  of. 
K  k  ^  2  the 
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.  the  firft  impreflion  to  add  to  this  inequitable  mode  of  railing 
that  tax,  the  burden  of  paying  their  militia.  If  Scotland 
wants  a  militia,  in  God's  name  let  h^r  have  it^  but  let  her 
pay  for  it.  If  (he  fhuns  the  expence,  either  by  way  of  a 
county  rate,  or  contributing  proportionably  with  this  part  of 
of  the  united  kingdom,  to  the  very  tax  which  is  particularly 
.  appropriated  to  defraying  the  charge  of  the  militia,  what  is 
that  but  in  other  words  telling  us^  we  want  fuch  an  eftabliih- 
ment,  but  we  have  the  modefty  to  expeft  that  you  will  agree 
to  be  at  the  cxpence  ? 

Mr.  Powys .  Mr.  Powys  leconded  the  motion,  and  obferved,  that  North 
Britain  does  not  pay  above  the  one-fortieth  part  of  the  land- 
tax,  though  the  value  of  the  lands  is  about  one-fixth.  The 
prelcnt  bill,  he  obferved,  kept  the  laft  proportion  in  view,  but 
made  no  provilion  for  the  maintenance  and  fupport  of  the 
militia,  thus  to  be  raifed  and  embodied.  Therefore,  in  his 
opinion,  Scotland  fhould  have  the  option  of  contributing 
her  full  ihare  to  .the  land-tax,  and  to  have  a  cftilitia  accord* 
ing  to  that  proportion,  or  of  paying  the  militia  by  a  local 
tax.  If  Ihe  refufed  to  confent  to  either  of  thofe  propofitions, 
he  trufted  there  was  not  one  Englifhman  in  that  Houfe,  who 
could  fo  far  forget  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  conftituents,  or 
the  interefts  and  honour  of  his  country,  as  to  vote  for  tho 
bill;  or  if  any  fuch  could  be  found,  he  trufted  he  would  find 
himfelf  in  a  minority. 

Ld.  JMmmi-     Lord  Atountftuarty  who  brought  in  the  bill,  fupported  it. 

ftusrt.  jjc  faid,  a  national  militia  was  the  great  conftitutional  bul- 
wark of  this  kingdom,  and  why  exclude  any  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  from  contributing  to  the  general  fecurity  > 
He  obferved,  that  the  people  of  England  were  trained  to  the 
ufe  of  arms,  while  Scotland  was  left  weak  and  defenceiefs ; 
that  the  land-tax  was  no  fair  criterion  of  what  Scotland  really 
contributed  towards  tlie  common  fupport,  for  her  confump- 
tion  of  commodities,  which  paid, duties  here,  was  very  con - 
iidcrable,  and  one  half  of  the  produce  of  the  lands  of  that 
country,  he  believed,  was  expended  in  this.  As  a  proof  of 
the  weaknefs  of  government  there,  he  faid  a  I'muggling  cutter 
with  a  few  guns  and  twenty  men,  had  laft  year  come  into  the 
Firth  of  Forth,  and  landed  her  cargo  in  the  middle  of  the 
day ;  that  the  cxcife  officers  applied  for  a  ferjeant  and  twelvfe 
men,  but  none  were  to  be  had,  but  fuch  as  were  at  fo  great 
a  diftance,  tliat  the  finugglers  had  time  to  difjjofe  of  their 
cargo,  and  to  retire  unmolefted,  before  the  deuchment  ar- 
rived. 

Sir 
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Sir  Philip  Jenmngs  Clerhi  agai'nft  the  bill ;  faid  he  could  not  Sir  P.  7. 
imagine,  however  confident  pf  their  great  power  and  in-      **' 
fluence  the  Scotch  nation  might  be,  how  they  c6uld  poffibly 
cxped,   that  befides    paying  their  land-tax   for  them,  we 
fliould  likewife  be  at  the  expeace  of  payin^ftheir  militia, 

Mn  fV.  H.  Hartley  declared  his  difapprobation  of  the  bilh  Mr.  IT.  ff. 
He  infifted,  the  whole  matter  lay  within  a  narrow  compafs.  ^•''^^* 
Is  Scotland  willing  to  fupport  her  own  militia  by  a  local  tax, 
or  by  contributing  proportionably  to  the  land-tax  ;  or  is  fhe 
not }  If  fhe  b^,  1  lee  no  reafon  why  fhe  {hould  be  debarred 
that  privilege^  If  fhe  be  not,  I  take  it,  fhe  is  not  really  in 
carnefl,  or  flie  thinks  that  England  is  as  forgetful  of  her 
own  honour  as  flie  is  blind  to  her  interefts,  by  even  liflening 
to  fuch  a  propofition. 

Mr.  Turner  replied  to  fome  of  the  arguments  ufed  by  lord  Mr.  TMnur. 
Mountfluart,  particularly  as  a  militia  might  prevent  fmug- 
gling;  faid  he  lived  near  the  fea^  and  had  always. obferved 
that  the  militia  were  the  greateft  fmugglers  in  the  whole 
country,  except  another  defcription  of  men  the  noble  lord 
mentioned,  the  cuftom-houfe  officers,  and  fuch  as  they  fecretly 
permitted,  who  were  fharers  in  the  profits. 

Mr.  Stanhope  againft  the  bill ;  he  condemned  it  throughout.  Mr.  StM^ 
He  fpoke  of  the  expence,  and  the  poverty  of  the  nation,  of  **'^* 
the  complexion  of  the  bill,  and  the  unconftitutional  power 
it  would  put  into  the  King's  hands,  of  difarming  the  militia 
at  his  pleafure,  perhaps  when  their  aid  was  mofl  wanted.  Is 
it  poffible  that  the  noble  Lord  on  the  treafury-bench  can  come 
into  this  Houfe,  and  give  a  bill  his  countenance  and  fupport, 
by  which  fuch  an  expence  is  to  be  incurred,  and  at  the  fame 
time  afTure  his  Majefty  that  we  could  not  pay  a  civiWifl  debt 
of  500,0001 }  Or  does  his  Lordfhip  think  that  the  claufe 
where  the  three  guineas  per  man  may  be  given,  will  recruit 
the  army,  and  fave  the  trouble  and  expence  of  fending  a  body 
of  foreign  mercenaries  to  America,  to  cut  the  throats  of  our 
fellow-iubjefts  in  that  country  ?  He  then  enumerated  fe- 
veral  pf  the  expences  incurred  lafl  year,  and  predifted  that 
we  mufl  either  lay  on  new  taxes,  or  fubmit  to  pay  a  premium 
of  50  per  cent,  on  our  contraAs,  to  the  whole  tribe  of  money 
jobbers,  contraftors,  &c. 

The  Lord  Mayor  [Mr*  Sawbridge]  condenaned  militias  in  Thf  Uri 
general.     He  faid  tliey'  could  be  no  longer  deemed  a  con-  TJoysr, 
liitutional  defence,  under  the  immediate  controul  and  direc- 
tion of  the  people  ;  for  by  the  bill  paiTed  before  Chriflmas, 
they  were  rendered  a  flanding.  army  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
2  pofes 
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pofe«  whatever,  as  much  as  the  body  of  men  nhidi  paffed 
tinder  diat  name,  the  King  ]javing  it  in  his  power  to  cali 
them. out  on  the  moft  frivolous  occafions,  md  when  they 
were  embodied,  of  employing  them  in  any  fervicc,  and  for 
what  purpofe  he  pleafeo.  He  faid  he  knew  many  of  the  gen-^ 
tlemen  of  Scotland,  who  were  as  waAn  affinrtors  of  freedom 
as  any  in  that  Houfc ;  but  the  body  of  the  people  were  ia 
generiil  tinAured  with  notions  of  de(potifin ;  their  taws  and 
education  inclined  them  that  way ;  he  fhould  therefore  be 
vnwillii^  to  truft  them  with  (uch  an  eftablifhment ;  for  when 
ihey  once  ^ot  arms  in  their  hands,  their  difpofitions  uniting 
with  their  mterefts,  might  render  them  fit  inftruments  in  die 
hands  of  a  treacherous,  tyrannic  and  unprincipled  admini^ 
flration^  He  inftanced  this  in  the  fpirit  fbewn  in  the  addr^es, 
which  came  from  that  country,  where,  though  they  did  not 
&y  that  they  were  ready  to  cut  the  throats  of  every  man 
in  America,  they  hinted  pretty  roundly  that  they  were  ready 
and  willing,  whenever  his  Majefty  thought  proper,  to 
cut  the  throats  of  their  fellow  fubjefts  at  home.  He  ob- 
served, Ukewiie,  that  the  exception  he  made  in  favour 
of  individuals,  .did  not  contradift  his  general  aflertioos,  for 
there  were  worthy  valuable  men  in  the  moft  defpotic 
countries;  and  that  he  believed  more  addreiles  were  pre- 
fented  from  Scotland,  than  there  were  towtis,  vilii^i^s,  and 
hamlets  in  the  whole  kingdom. 

Icifl  Nmb*  Lord  North  fupported  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  conftito- 
tional  defence.  He  faid  he  could  not  agree  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  put  by  the  honourable  magiftrate  on  the  Scotch  addrefles. 
He  had  read  them,  and,  for  his  part,  he  could  fee  nothing 
contained  in  them  which  would  admit  of  fuch  aii  interpret* 
ration.  He  imagined  fhe  honourable  gentleman  read  and 
run,  or  otherwife  he  could  not  have  poffibly  hit  on  fuch  a 
conftruftion  as  that  they  offered  to  cut  the  throats  of  their 
fcUow-i'ubjcfts,  either  at  home  or  in  America. 

.TheHoufe  divided}  for  Mr.  Townlhend's  motion  112, 
againft  it,  95.     So  tl\e  bill  was  loft. 

Tie,  Billy  ingeneraly  ivas  framed  upon  the  Modtl  of  tbi  Eftg" 
li/b  Bil*  It  differedj  however  y  in  Jome  Piaceu  Thefe  varia- 
tions it  jufill  not,  perhaps f  be  improper  to  note :  ana  therefore 
we  have  txtroBedftub  Parts  of  the  Bill  as  contain  thofe  va- 
riations. 

And  be  it  further  enafted.  That  tlie  number  of  private 
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isien  to  be  raifed,  by  viittie  of  this  aft,  in  tliat  psrt  of  Great     « 
Sritain,  called  Scotland,  Ihall  be. 

For  die  county  of  Aberdeen,  fiye  Lxnidred  stnd  fifty-<me. 

For  the  county  of  Air,  two  hundred  and  eighty. 

For  the  county  of  Argyll,  three  hundred  and  foorteen. 

For  the  county  of  Bute,  thirty-four. 

For  the  county  of  Banff,  one  hundred  and  eighty-tifo« 

For  the  county  of  Berwick,  one  hundrdl  atnd  twenty. 

For  the  county  of  Caithnefs,  one  hundred  and  five* 

For  the  county  of  Sotherland^  one  hundred. 

For  the  cotmty  of  Dumfries,  one  hundredand  eighty-eight,. 

For  the  county  of  Dumbarton,  finty-fix. 

For  the  county  of  Edinburgh,  two  hundred  and  ti^stj^iu 

For  the  city  and  county  of  the  city  of  EdiaJMugh^  one 
hundred  and  forty-^^iee* 

For  the  county  of  Elgin,  one  hundred  and  fbity-five. 

For  the  county  of  Nairn,  twenty*feycn# 

For  the  county  of  Fife,  three  hundred  and<  dgbty-ftvea* 

For  the  county  of  Kinrofc,.  twenty *thrcei 

For  the  county  of  Forfar,  three  nundrcd  and  twwity-fix* 

For  the  county  of  Haddington,  one  hundred  and  forty-one. 

For  the  county  of  InvemdV,  two  buxidred  and  eighty -twok 

For  the  county  of  Kincardine,  one  hundred  and'  nine. 

For  the  ftcwartry  of  Kircudbright,  one  hundred. 

For  the  county  ot  Lanark,  three  hundred  and  eighty  weight. 

For  the  county  of  Linlithgow,  eighty* 

For  the  county  of  Orkney  and  Zct^md,  one  hundred  and. 
eighty-three. 

For  the  county  of  Peebles,  forty s»two. 

For  th^  county  of  Perth,  ftve  hundred  and  fiiity-fbur. 

For  the  county  of  Renfrew,  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix. 

For  the  county  of  Rofs,  two  hundred  and  three. 

For  the  county  of  Cromarty,  twenty-four. 

For  the  county  of  Roid)Ufgh,  one  hundred  and  fixty-five. 

For  the  county  of  Selkirk,  nineteen. 

For  the  county  of  Stirling,  one  hundred  and  fdventy-fix. 

For  die  county  of  Clackmannan,  forty  •three. 

For  the  county  of  Wigton  or  Galloway,  feventy-eight.  •  • 

And  be  it  ena£ked,  That  no  peer  of  this  reahn,  nor  any 
perfon  who  fboil  ierv«  as  a  comnuifion  officer  in  his  Maje-^ 
Ity's  other  forces,  or  in  any  one  of  his  caftles  or  forts,  nor  any 
pon-conuniSion  officer  or  private  man  ierving  in  any  of  his 
Majefty'^  other  forces,  nor  any  codimiiEon  officer  ferving, 
ior  wl^o  has  &tyed  t}ivee  yean:  in  the  nu}i^a,  aov  any  perfon 

,   •  being 
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being  a  member  of  any  of  the  univerfities,  nor  any  clei^- 
man,  nor  any  iicenfed  teacher  of  any  feparate  congregation^ 
nor  any  artickd  clerk,  apprentice,  feaman,  or  (ea-fanng 
man,  nor  any  perfon  muftered  and  doing  duty  in  any  of  his 
Majefty's  dock$,  nor  any  man  not  pofleiied  of  the  qualifica- 
tion neceflary  to  enablfe  him  to  be  a  deputy  lieutenant  or 
commiffion  officer  in  thetmilitia,  who  has  a  liring  child  born 
in  lawful  wedlock,  fliall  be  compelled  to  fervc  pcrfonally,  or 

^      provideafubftitutetoferve,  in  the  militia 

And  be  it  further  enafted.  That  no  perfon  Ihall  be  ad- 
mitted to  ferve  as  as  fubftitute  in  the  militia  for  any  county 
or  ftewartry,  who  (hall  not  have  had  his  ordinary  rdidence  in 
the  county  or  ftewartry  for  which  he  fh^U  offer  to  fervc,  for 
twelve  calendar  mqjiths  immediately  preceding ;  nor  fhali 
any  perfon  be  admitted  to  ferve  as  a  fubftitute,  who  fhall  be- 
fore have  ferved  for  three  years,  either  for  the  county  or 
ftewartry  for  which  He  is  propofed  as  a  fubftitute,  or  for  any 
other  ixf,  Scotland,  until  tlie  expiration  of  fix  years  from  the 

time  of  his  former  fervice 

And  be  it  enafted,  That  it  fhall  be  optional  to  any  bat- 
talion or  independant  company  of  militia,  within  that  part 
of  the  linited  kingdom,  called  Scotland,  to  be  cloathed  in  the 
Highland  drefs,  if  the  commanding  officer  thereof  fhall  think 

fit 

And  be  it  further  enafked.  That  at  the  end  of  tlic  firft 
year's  fervice  of  any  battalion  or  independant  company  of 
militia,  one  third  part  of  the  private  men  of  fuch  battalion 
or  independant  company  fhall  be  difchargcd  by  ballot,  and 
the  private  men  fo  difcharged,  and  alfo  fuch  vacancies  as  may 
have  happened,  fhall  be  fupplied  by  ballot ;  and  after  the 
fecond  year's  fervice  of  any  battalion  or  independant  com- 
pany of  militia,  one  other  of  the  two  remaining  third  parts 
of  the  private  men  fhall  be  difcharged,  and  others  fupplied, 
in  like  manner;  and  at  the  end  of  the  third  year's  fervice  of 
any  battalion  or  independant  company  of  ,militia,  the  re- 
maining third  part  of  the  private  men  fhall  be  difcharged, 
and  fupplied  in  like  manner ;  and  from  thenceforth  a  ballot 
ihall  be  regularly  made  each  year,  for  fupplying  the  private 
men  fo  difcharged  in  rotation,  and  alfo  for  fupplying  fuch 
vacancies  as  may  have  happened  in  any  battalion  or  indepen- 
dant company  of  militia 

And  be  it  further  enafted,  That  if  any  perfon,  who  is  fwom 
2^nd  inrolled  to  ferve  in  the  faid  militia,  fliall  enlift  into  his 
Majefty's  other  forces,  the  colonel  or  conunanding  officer 
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of  fuch  regiment  or  corps  in  Which  he  (hall  fo  enlift,  (hall  pay 
to  the  clerk  of  the  corps  of  militia  to  which  fuch  militia  man 
belongs,  the  fum  of  three  pounds  three  ftiillings  fterling,  which 
fliall  be  accounted  for  and  paid  by  him  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  tlie  corps  for  which  fuch  militia  man  was  enrolled 
to  ferve,  and  fhali  be  applied  towards  finding  another  man  to 
ferve  in  fuch  militia,  in  the  rooip  of  the  perlbn  fo  inlifting  5 
and  if  fuch  colonel  or  commanding  officer  fhall,  on  demand, 
refufe  to  pay  fuch  fum  of  money  to  the  clerk  of  the  corps  of 
militia,  fuch  enlifting  fhall  be  from  thenceforth  null  and 
void.  And  if  any  militia  man  fhall  deny  to  anjr  officer,  fer*  -  ' 
leant,  or  other  pcrfon,  recruiting  for  men  to  enlifl  and  ferve 
in  his  Majcfly*s  other  forces,  that  he  is,  at  the  time  of  his 
offering  to  inlifl,  a  militia  man  then  adually  inroUed  and 
engaged  to  ferve  (which  the  faid  officer,  ferjeant,  or  other 
perfon,  is  hereby  required  to  afk  any  man  oflering  to  inlift) 
and  fhaU  inlifl  in  his  Majefly's  other  forces,  fuch  perfon  fo 
offi^nding,  and  who  fhall  thereof  be  conviSed  before  any  ju- 
ftice  of  the  peace  for  fuch  county  or  ftewartry,  fhall  be  com- 
mitted to  the  common  gaol  of  fuch  county  or  flewartry,  there 
to  remain  without  bail,  for  any  time  not  exceeding  iix  ca- 
lendar months,*  over  and  above  any  penalty  or  punifhment 
to  which  fuch  perfon  fo  offending  mall  be  ^therwife  liable  by 
law,  and  from  the  day  on  which  his  engagement  to  ferve  in 
the  militia  fhall  end,  and  not  fooner,  except  on  payment  of . 
fuch  fum  of  money  as  aforefaid,  he  (hall  belong  as  a  foldier  to 
fuch  corps  of  his  Majefly's  other  forces  into  which  he  fhall 
have  been  fo  inlifled [Upon  this  chufe  the  bill  was 

And  be  it  enafted.  That  if  any  perfon  ferving  in  any  of 
his  Majesty's  regular  forces  fhall  offer  to  ferve,  and  be  in- 
rolled,  as  a  fubflitute,  in  the  militia,  he  fhall  for  every  fuch 
offence,  forfeit  and  pay  any  fum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds 
fterling 

[The  Right  Hon.  71  Town/hend  and  Mr.  fV^  H.  Hartley Ut.  Town- 
remarked  upon  the  following  claufe,  that  it  had  a  mofl  unfa-A»^  *"<! 
vourable  and  fufpicious  appearance ;    it  veflcd,  they  faid,  a^  '* 
power  in  the  crown  that  might  be  employed  to  the  very 
vvorfl  purpofes.] 

And  be  it  enabled.  That  his  Majefly's  lieutenants,  or  any 
three  deputy  lieutenants,  of  any  countv  or  flewartry,  is  and 
are  hereby  authorifed,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  fcal, 
or  their  hands  and  feals,  to  employ  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as 
he  or  they  fhall  tliink  fit,  to  feize   and  remove  the   arms, 
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clothes  aod  accoutrements,  belonging  to  the  militia  of  fuch 
county  or  ftewartry,  whenever  hi»  Majeft y's  faid  lieutenants, 
or  the  deputy  lieutenants,  fhall  adjudge  it  neceflary  to  the 
kingdom,  and  to  deliver  the  iaidarms,  clothes,  and  accoutre- 
ments, into  the  cuftody  of  fuch  pcrfon  or  pcrfons  as  his  Ma- 
jcfty*s  faid  lieutenants,  or  deputy  lieutenants,  (hall  appoint  to 

receive  the  fame,  for  the  purpofes  of  this  aft 

March  il. 
^['Ju^jI'.  ^^*  JfJerman  fVilkes.  All  wife  governments,  and  wcll- 
**"  '  *'''  regulated  ftates,  have  been  particularly  careful  to  mark  and 
cofreft  the  various  abufes,  which  a  confiderable  length  of 
time  almoft  neccffarily  creates.  Among  thefe,  one  of  the 
moft  ftriking  and  important  in  our  country  is,  the  prcfent 
unfair  and  inadequate  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England  in  Parliament.  It  is  now  become  fo  partial 
and  unequal,  from  the  lapfe  of  time,  that  I  believe  almoft 
everv  gentleman  in  the  Houfc  will  agree  with  mc  in  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  its  being  taken  into  our  mou  (erious  coniideration, 
and  of  our  endeavouring  to  find  a  remedy  for  this  great  and 
gowing  evil. 

I  wilh.  Sir,  my  flender  abilities  were  equal  to  a  thorough 
inveftigation  of  this  momentous  bufinefs.  Very  Jiligent  and 
well-meant  endeavours  have  not  been  wanting  to  trace  it 
from  the  firft  origin.  The  moft  natural  and  pcrfcft  idea  of 
a  free  government  is,  in  my  mind,  that  of  the  people  them- 
felves  airembling  to  detcrmme  by  what  laws  they  chuie  to 
be  governed,  and  to  eftablilh  the  regulations  they  think  ne- 
ceflary for  the  proteftion  of  their  property  and  liberty  againft 
all  violence  and  fraud.  Every  member  pf  fuch  a  commu- 
nity would  fubmit  with  alacrity  to  the  obfervance  of  what 
haa  been  enafted  by  himfelf,  and  aflift  with  fpirit  in  giving 
efficacy  and  vigour  to  laws  and  ordinances,  whidi  de- 
rived all  their  authority  from  his  own  approbation  and  con- 
currence. In  fmall  inconliderable  ftates,  this  mode  of  legilla- 
tion  has  been  happily  followed,  both  in  antient  and  modern 
times.  The  extent  and  populoufnefs  of  a  great  empire 
fcems  fcarcely  to  admit  it  without  confrxlion  or  tumult ;  and 
therefore,  our  aHccftors,  more  wife  in  this  than  the  antient 
Romans,  adopted  the  reprefentation  of  the  many  by  a  few, 
as  anfwering  more  fully  the  true  ends  of  government.-  Rome 
was  enClaved  from  inattention  to  this  very  circumftance,  and 
by  one  odier  fatal  aft,  which  ought  to  be  a  ftrong  warning 
to  the  j'>eople,  even  againft  their  own  reprefentatives  here, 
the  leaving  power  too  long  in  the  hands  of  the  fame  per- 
fons;  by  which  the  armies  of  the  republic  became  the  ar- 
mies 
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mies  of  Sylla,  Pompey,  and  Caefar.  Wlicn  all  the  burghers 
of  Italy  obtained  the  freedom  of  Rome,  and  voted  in  public 
alTemblies,  their  multitudes  rendered  the  diftinftion  of  the 
citizen  of  Rome  and  the  alien  impoflible.  Their  affemblies 
and  deliberations  became  diforderly  and  tumultuous.  Un- 
principled and  ambitious  men  found  out  the  fecret  of  turn- 
ing them  to  the  ruin  of  the  Roman  liberty,  and  the  com- 
mon-wealth ;  among  us  this  evil  ib  avoided  by  reprefenta- 
tion,  and  yet  the  juuice  of  the  principle  is  preferred.  Every 
Englilhman  is  fuppofed  to  be  prefent  in  Parliament,  either 
in  pcrfon,  or  by  deputy  cholen  by  himfelf,  and  therefore 
the  refolution  of  Parliament  is  taken  to  be  the  refolution  of 
every  individual,  and  to  give  to  the  public  the  confcnt  and  ap- 
probation of  every  free  agent  of  the  community. 

According  to  the  firft  formation  of  this  excellent  confti- 
tution,  fo  long  and  fo  juftly  our  greateft  boaft  and  beft  in-^ 
inheritance,  we  find  that  tne  people  thus  took  care  no  laws 
fhould  be  ena£ted,  no  taxes  levied  but  by  their  confent, 
expreffed  by  their  reprefentatives  in  the  great  council  of 
the  nation.  The  mode  of  reprefentation  m  antient  times 
being  tolerably  adequate  and  proportionate,  the  fenfe  of  the 
people  was  known  by  that  of  Parliament ;  their  {hare  of 
power  in  the  legiflature  was  preferved,.  and  founded  in  equal 
juftice;  at  prefent  it  is  become  infufficient,  partial,  and 
unjuft. 

From  fo  pleafing  a  view  as  that  of  the  equal  power,  which 
our  anceftors  had,  with  great  wifdom  and  care,  modelled  for 
the  commons  of  this  realm,  the  prefent  fcene  gives  us  not 
very  venerable  ruins  of  that  majeftic  and  beautiful  fabric, 
the  Englifh  conftitution.  As  the  whole  fecms  in  diibrder  and  ' 
confufion,  all  the  former  union  and  harmony  of  the  parts 
are  loft  or  deftroyed.  It  appears,  Sir,  from  the  writs  re- 
maining in  the  King's  remembrancer's  office  in  the  exche- 
cjuer,  tibat  no  lels  than  22  towns  fent  members  to  the  Par- 
liaments in  the  23d,  25th,  and  26tli,  of  King  Edward  I. 
which  have  long  ceafed  to  be  reprefented.  The  names  of 
Ibme  of  them  are  fcarcely  known  to  us,  fuch  as  thofe  sOf 
Canebrig  and  Bamburg  in  Northumberland,  Perlhore  and 
Brem  in  Worcefterfliirc,  Jarvall  and  Tykhull  in  Yorkfliire. 
What  a  happy  fate,  Sir,  has  attended  the  boroughs  of  Gat- 
ton  and  Old  Sarum,  of  which,  although  ^pf/r  periere  ruifidtj 
the  names  are  familiar  to  us,  the  clerk  reg^ularlv  calls  them 
over,  and  four  refpeftable  gentlemen  reprefent  their  departed 
jgreatncfs,  as  the  knights  at  a  coronation  reprefent  Aquitaine 
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and  Normandy !  The  little  town  of  Banburv,  petite  vtile 
grand  renonij  as  Rabelais  fays  of  Chinon,  has,  I  believe,  only 
17  eleftors,  yet  gives  us,  in  its  reprefentative,  what  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  the  majority  here,  a  firft  Lord  of  the 
treafiury^  and  a  Chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  Its  in- 
fluence and  weight,  on  a  divifion,  I  have  often  feen 
overpower  tlie  united  force  of  the  members  for  London, 
Briftol,  and  feveral  of  the  moft  populous  counties.  Eaft- 
Grinftead  too,  I  think,  has  only  about  30  eleftors,  yet 
gives  a  feat  among  us  to  that  Drave,  heroic  lord  at  the 
Jiead  of  a  great  department,  now  very  military,  who  has 
fully  determined  to  conquer  America— -but  not  in  Germany. 
It  is  not,  Sir,  my  purpofe  to  weary  the  patience  of  the 
Houfe  by  the  refearches  of  an  antiquarian  into  the  antient 
ilate  of  our  reprefentarion,  and  its  variations  at  different  pe  - 
riods,  I  fliall  only  remark  fliortly  on  what  paffcd  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  VL  and  fome  of  his  fucccnbrs.  In  that 
reign,  Sir  John  Fortefcue,  his  chancellor,  obfcr\'ed  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  confifted  of  more  than  300  chofen  men  ; 
various  alterations  were  made  by  fucceeding  Kings  till 
James  II.  lince  which  period  no  change  has  happened.  Great 
abufes,  it  muft  be  owned,  contrary  to  the  primary  ideas  of 
the  Englifh  conftitution,  were  committed  by  our  former 
princes,  in  giving  the  right  of  reprefentation  to  feveral 
paltry  boroughs,  becanfe  the  places  were  poor,  and  dependent 
on  them,  or  on  a  favourite  over-grown  peer.  The  land- 
piarks  of  the  conftitution  have  often  been  removed.  The 
marked  partiality  of  Cornwall,  which  fingle  county  Hill  fends, 
within  one,  as  many  members  as  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, is  ftriking,  and  arofe  from  its  yielding  to  the  crown 
in  tin  and  lands  a  larger  hereditary  revenue  than  any  other 
Englifl>  county,  as  well  as  from  the  duchy  being  in  the 
crown  and  givmg  an  amazing  command  and  influence.  By 
fuch  afts  of  bur  princes  the  conftitution  was  wounded  in  its 
moft  vital  part.  Henry  VIII.  reftored  two  members,  Ed- 
ward VL  twenty.  Queen  Mary  four.  Queen  Elizabeth 
twelve,  James  I.  fixteen,  Charles  I,  eighteen,  in  all  feventy- 
two.  The  alterations  by  creation  in  the  fame  period  were 
more  confiderable,  for  Henry  VIII.  created  thirty-three, 
Edward  VI.  twenty-eight,  Queen  Mary  feventeen,'  Queen 
£lizabeth  forty-eight,  James  I.  eleven  ;  in  all  137.  Charles  I. 
made  no  new  creation  of  this  kind.  Charles  11.  added  two 
jbr  the  county,  arid  two  for  the  city  of  Durham,  and  two 
|or  Newarke  on  Trent.  This  Houle  is  at  this  hour  com- 
pofed  of  the  fame  reprefejitation  it  was  at  his  demife,  not- 
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*  ithftanding  the  many  and  important  changes  which  have  fince 
aappened  ;  it  becomes  us  therefore  to  enquire,  whether  the 
feme  of  Parliament  can  be  now,  on  folid  grounds,  from  tlic 
prcfent  reprcfentation,  faid  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  as  in 
the  time  of  our  forefathers,  I  am  fatisfied,  Sir,  the  fcnti-* 
mcnts  of  the  people  cannot  be  juftly  known  at  this  time  from 
the  relblutions  of  a  Parliament,  compofed  as  the  prefent  is, 
even  tho'  no  undue  influence  was  praftifed  after  the  return  of 
the  members  to  the  Houfe,  even  fuppofing  for  a  moment  the 
influence  of  all  the  baneful  arts  of  corruption  to  be  fuf* 
ponded,  which,  for  a  moment,  I  believe,  they  have  not  been, 
under  the  prefent  profligate  adminiftration.  Let  us  examine, 
Bir,  with  exaftnefs  and  candour,  of  what  the  efficient  parts  of 
this  Houfe  arq  compofed,  and  what  proportion  they  bear  on  the 
large  fcale,  to  the  body  of  the  people  of  England,  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  reprefcnted. 

The  fouthern  part  of  this  iiland,  to  which  I  now  confine 
my  ideas,  coniifts  of  about  five  millions  of  people,  accord- 
ing to  the  moft  received  calculation.  I  will  ftate.by  what 
numbers  the  maj6ritv  of  this  Houfe  is  elefted,  an3  I  fup- 
pofc  the  largeft  number  prefent  of  any  recorded  in  our  Jour- 
nals, which  was  in  the  famous  year  1741.     In  that'year 

the   three    largeft   divifions  appear    on    our    journals. 

The  firft  is  that  of  the  21ft  of  January,  when  the' num- 
bers were  253  to  250 ;  tlie  fecond  on  the  28th  of  the 
fame  month,  236  to  235 ;  the  third  on  the  9th  of  March, 
244.  to  242.  In  thefe  divifions  the  members  of  Scotland 
are  included ;  but  I  will  ftate  my  calculations  only  for  Eng- 
land, becaufe  it  gives  the  argument  more  force.  The  divi- 
fion  therefore,  I  adopt,  is  that  of  January  21  ;  the  number 
of  members  prefent  On  that  day,  were  503.  Let  me  how- 
ever fuppofe  the  number  of  254  to  be  the  majority  of  mem- 
bers, who  will  ever  be  able  to  attend  in  their  places.  I  ftate 
it  high,  from  the  accidents  of  ficknefs,  fervice  in  foreign 
parts,  travelling,  and  neceflTary  avocations.  From  the  ma- 
jority of  eleftors  in  the  boroughs,  which  return  members  to 
this  Houfe,  it  has  been  demonftrated  that  this  number  of  254 
members  are  aftually  elefted  by  no  more  than  5723  perfons, 
generally  the  inliabitants  of  Cornifti,  and  other  boroughs,  and 
perhaps  not  the  moft  refpeftable  part  of  the  community. 
Is  our  Sovereign  then  to  learn  the  fenfe  of  his  whole  people 
from  thefe  few  perfons  ?  Are  thefe  the  men  to  give  laws  to 
this  vaft  empire,  and  to  tax  this  wealthy  nation  ?  I  do  not 
mention  all  the  tedious  calculations,  becaufe  gentlemen  may 
find  them  at  Icpgth  in  the  works  of  the  incomparable  Dr. 
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trice,  in  Poftlcthwaite,   and   in   Burgh's  political  difqu^ 
tions.     Figures  afford  the  cieareft  demonftration,    iacapau; 
of  cavil  or  ibphiftry.  Since  Burgh's  calculation  only  one  alicn- 
tion  has  happened ;  I  allude  to  the  borough  of  Shorthar. 
in  Suffex ;  for  by  the  aft  of  1771,  all  the  freehcdders  of  fcrt, 
(hillings  per  annnm,  in  the  neighbouring  rape  or  hundred  .- 
Bramber,  are  admitted  to  vote  for  that  borough,  but  dj^it 
of  the  old  eleftors  were  disfranchifed.     It  appears  likcs^i. 
that  56  of  our  members  are  elcfted  by  only    364  pence 
Lord  chancellor  Talbot  fuppofed  that  the  m^ority  of  ti 
Houfe  was  elefted  by  50,000  perfons,  and   he    cxclaia:;: 
againft  the  injuftice  of  that  idea.     More  accurate  calcxu- 
tions  tlian  his  Lordihip's,  and  the  unerring  rules  of  polii^a 
arithmetic,  have  fliewn  the  injuftice  tobe  vaftly  beyond  wb 
his  Lordfhip  even  fufpefted. 

When  we  coniider,  fir,  that  the  moft  important  power?  ct 
this  houfe,  the  levying  taxes  on,  and  enafting  laws  for,  fi.: 
ipillions  of  perfons,  is  thus  ufurped  and  unconftitutior^jj 
exercifec}  by  the  fmall  number  I  have  mentioned,  it  becoir  j^ 
our  dutjr  to  the  people  to  reftorc  to  them  their  clear  rigb^, 
their  original  Ihajre  in  the  leeiflature«  The  ancient  rcprc- 
fcntation  of  this  kingdom  we  find  was  founded  by  our  ai]ce- 
ftors  in  juftice,  wifdom,  and  equality.  Theprefent  fhtec: 
it  would  be. continued  by  us  in  folly,  obftinacy,  and  injnftb. 
This  evil  has  been  complained  of  by  fome  of  the  wifcfl  jk- 
triots  our  country  has  ever  produced.  I  (hall  beg  leave  n 
give  that  clofe  realbncr,  Mr.  Locke's  ideas  in  his  own  wo:a. 
He  lays,  in  the  treatife  on  civil  government,  **  Things  nt 
always  changing  equally,  and  private  intereft  often  ktcp;:^ 
up  cuftoms  and  privileges,  when  the  reafons  of  them  27, 
ceafed,  it  often  comes  to  pafs,  that  in  governments,  wliert 
part  of  the  legiflativc  confifts  of  rep/efentatives  choien  by  tjf 
people,  that  in  traft  of  time  this  reprefentation  bccomes'vtr. 
unequal  and  difproportionate  to  the  reafons  it  was  at  firft  efti- 
blifhcd  upon.  To  what  grofs  abfurdities,  the  following  c 
a  cuftom,  when  reafon  has  left  it,  may  lead,  we  may  be  fan- 
fied,  when  we  fee  the  bare  i^ame  of  a  town,  of  which  thcit 
remains  not  fo  much  as  the  ruins,  where  fcarcc  fo  mu.: 
houfing  as  a  flieeprcote,  or  more  inhabitants  than  a  fhepher- 
is  to  be  found,  fends  as  many  reprefentativcs  to  the  grand  i- 
fembly  of  law-makers,  as  a  whole  county,  numerous  in  pc- 
ple,  and  powerful  in  riches.  This  ftrangers  ftand  amazed-*, 
and  every  one  muft  confels  needs  a  remedy."  ^ter  fogrtat 
an  authority  as  that  of  ^Ir.  Locke,  I  ftiall  fcarcely  be  treatei 
pnthis  occafipn  as  asmere  viiionary,  and  the  propriety  of  the 
3  motiua 
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lotion  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of  fubmitting  to  the  houfc, 
rill  fcarcely  be  difputed.  Even  the  members  for  fuch  place* 
s  Old  Sarum,  and  Gatton,  who  I  may  venture  to  fay  at  pre- 
znt  Jiant  nomipis  umbra^  will,  I  am  perfuaded,  have  too  much 
andour  to  complain  of  the  right  of  their  few  conftituents,  if 
ndeed  they  have  conftituents,  if  they  are  not  felf-created, 
elf-clefted,  felf-exiftent,  of  this  pretended  right  being 
ransferred  to  the  county,  while  the  rich  and  populous  ma- 
lufafturing  towns  of  Birmingham,  Manchefter,  Leeds,  Shef- 
ield,  and  others,  may  have  at  leaft  an  equitable  ihare  in  the 
brmation  of  thofe  laws  by  which  they  are  governed.  My 
dea,  fir,  in  this  cafe,  as  to  the  wretched  and  depopulated 
owns  and  boroughs  in  general,  I  own  is  amputation.  I  fay 
vith  Horace,  InutiUs  ramos  amputanSy  felic lores  inferit^ 

This  is  not,  fir,  the  firft  attempt  of  tlie  kind  to  correft, 
ilthough  in  an  inoonfiderable  degree,  this  growing  evil. 
Proceedings  of  a  fimilar  nature  were  had  among  us  above  a 
lentury  paft.  The  clerk  will  read  from  our  journals  what 
)affed  on  the  26th  of  March,  1668,  on  a  bill  to  enable  the 
rounty  palatine  of  Durham  to  fend  two  knights  for  the 
:ounty,  and  two  citizens  for  the  city  of  Durham.  \lj)e 
lark  reads."]  In  a  book  of  authority,  Anchitell  Grey*s  de- 
)ates,we  have  a  more  particular  account  of  what  pafl'ed  in  the 
loufc  on  thatoccafion.  He  fays,  that  "  Sir  Thomas  Meres 
novcd,  that  the  fhires  may  have  an  incrcafe  of  knights, 
md  that  fome  of  the  fmall  boroughs,  where  there  are  but 
eweleftors,  may  be  taken  away,  and  a  bill  for  that  purpofe." 
'*  On  a  divifion,  the  bill  was  rejeded,  65  to  50,"  This, 
lowever,  alludes  only  to  the  bill  then  before  the  houfe,  re- 
fpefling  the  county  and  city  of  Durham.  I  defire  to  add  the 
Few  remarkable  words  of  Sir  Thomas  Strickland  in  this 
Jebate,  becaufc  I  have  not  feen  them  quoted  on  the  late  im- 
portant American  queftions.  "  The  county  palatine  of 
Durham  was  never  taxed  in  Parliament  by  ancient  privilege 
before  King  James's  time,  and  fo  needed  no  reprefentatives, 
but  now  being  taxed,  it  is  but  reafonable  they  mould  have." 
Such  fentiments,  fir,  were  promulgated  in  this  houfe  even  fo 
long  ago  as  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 

I  am  aware,  fir,  that  the  power,  dejure^  of  the  legiflature 
to  disfranchife  a  number  of  boroughs,  upon  the  general  grounds 
of  improving  Ae  conftitution,  has  been  doubted  ;  and  gentle- 
men will  aik,' whether  a  power  is  lodged  in  the  reprefentative 
to  deftroy  his  immediate  conftituent  t  Such  a  ^ueftion  is  beft 
anfwered  by  another  :  How  originated  the  right,  and  upon 
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what,  grounds  was  it  granted  ?  Old  Sa!nim  and  Gatton,  for 
inftance,  were  populous  towns,  when  the  tight  of  rcprcnfen- 
tation  was  fixft  given  them.  They  are  now  defolate,  and 
therefore  ought  not  to  retain  a  privilege,  which  they  acquired 
only  by  their  extent  and  populpufnefs.  Wc  ought  in  every 
thing,  as  far  as  we  can,  to  make  the  theory  and  prafticc  of 
the  conilitution  coincide,  and  the  fupremc  legiflative  body 
of  a  ftate  muft  furely  have  this  power  inherent  in  them.  It 
was  defa£lo  lately  exerclfed  to  its  full  extent  by  this  houfc  in 
the  cafe  of  Shoreham,  with  univerfal  approbation,  for  near  a 
hundred  corrupt  voters  were  disfranchifed,  and  about  twice 
that  number  of  freeholders  admitted  from  the.  county  ot 
Suflex. 

It  will  be  objcfted,  I  forefee,  that  a  time  of  perfeft  calm 
and  peace  throughout  this  vafl  empire,  is  the  moft  proper  to 
propofe  internal  regulations  of  this  importance ;  and  that 
while  inteftine  difcord  rages  in  the  whole  northern  continent 
of  America,  our  attention  ought  to  be  fixed  upon  that  moft 
•  alarming  objeft,  and  all  our  efforts  employed  to  extinguiih 
the  devouring  flame  of  a  civil  war.  In  my  opinion,  fir,  the 
American  war  is  in  this  truly  critical  »ra  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
arguments  for  the  regulations  of  our  reprefentation,  which  I 
now  fubmit  to  the  houfe.  During  the  reft  of  our  lives,  like- 
wife,  I  may  venture  to  prophecy,  America  will  be  the  lead- 
ing feature  of  this  age.  In  our  late  difputes  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, we  have  always  taken  it  for  granted,  that  the  people 
of  England  juftified  all  the  iniquitous,  cruel,  arbitrary,  and 
mad  proceedings  of  adminiftration,  becaufe  they  had  the  ap* 
probation  of  the  majority  of  this  houfe.  The  abfurdity  of 
fuch  an  argument  is  apparent,  for  tlie  majority  of  this  houfe 
wc  know  fpeak  only  the  fenfe  of  5723  perfons,  even  fuppo- 
fing,  according  to  the  conftitutional  cuftom  of  our  anccfton, 
«  the  conftituent  had   been  confulted  on  this  great  national 

point,  as  he  ought  to  have  been.  We  have  fcen  in  what  man* 
ner  the  acquiefcence  of  a  majority  here  i^  obtained.  The 
people  in  the  fouthern  part  of  this  ifland  amount  to  upwards 
'  sf  five  millions.  The  fenfe,  therefore,  of  five  millions  can- 
not be  afcertained  by  the  opinion  of  not  fix  thoufand,  even 
fuppofing  it  had  been  collected.  The  Americans  with  great 
reafon  infift,  that  the  prdent  war  is  carried  on  contrary  to 
the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  by  a  minifterial  junto,  and  an  arbi- 
trary faftion,  equally  hoftile  to  the  rights  of  Englifliinen, 
and  the  claims  of  Americans.  The  various  addreifes  to  the 
throne  from  moft  numerous  bodies,  praying  that  the  fword 
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ihay  be  rctufncd  to  the  fcabbard,  and  ^11  hoftilitics  ccafe,  cort- 
finn  this  affertion.  The  capital  of  our  country  has  repeated^ 
Ij  declared,  by  Various  pubhc  afts,  its  abhorrence  of  the  pre-* 
fent  unnatural  civil  war,  begunon  principles  fubverfive  of  our 
conftitntion.  Our  hiftory  furnifhes  frequent  inftanccs  of  the 
fcnfe  of  Parliament  tuhning  dif  eftly  counter  to  the  ferife  of  the 
j^ation.  It  was  nbtoriouily  of  late  the  cafe  in  the  bufinefs  o^ 
the  Middlefex  elcftion.  1  believe  the  faft  to  be  equally  cer-- 
tain  in  the  grand  American  difpute,  at  leaft  as  to.  the  aftual 
hoftxlities  now  carrying  on  againft  our  brethren  and  fellbw- 
fubjefts.  The  propofition  before  us  will  bring  the  cafe  to  an 
ifiue,  and  from  a  fair  and  equal  reprefentatioA  of  the  people,^ 
America  may  at  length  diftinguifli  the  real  fentiments  of 
freemen  and  Englifhftien. 

I  do  not  mean,  Sir,  at  this  tirtic,  to  go  into  a  tedious  detail 
of  all  the  various  propofels.  Which  have  been  made  for  re-^ 
drefling  this  irregularity  in  the  reprefcntation  of  the  pefople* 
I  will  not  intrude  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe,  which  I 
have  always  found  fb  favourable  to  me.  Wheri  the  bill  is 
brought  in,  and  fent  to  a  committee,  it  will  be  the  propet 
time  to  examine  All  the  minutiae  of  this  great  plan,  and  to 
determine  on  the  propriety  o(  what  ought  now  to  be  done^ 
as  well  as  of  what  formerly  was  af^ually  accomplifhed;  The 
journals  of  Cromwell's  Parliaments  prove  that  a  niore  equal 
rcprefentatioh  was  fettled,  and  carried  by  him  intcf  execution. 
That  wonderful,  comprehenfive  mind  embraced  the  whble 
of  this  powerful  empire.  Ireland  was  put  on  a  par  with 
Scotland,  and  each  kingdom  fent  thirty  meihbers  to  a  Par- 
liament, which  confiltcd  likcwife  of  four  hundred  from  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  and  was  to  ,be  triennial.  Oar  colonies 
were  then  a  fpeck  on  the  face  of  the  globcf ;  now  they  cover 
half  the  new  world*  I  will  at  this  time.  Sir,  only  throw  out 
general  ideas,  that  every  free  agent  in  tliis  kingdom  ibould, 
in  my  wifh,  be  reprefented  in  Parliament ;  that  the  metro- 
polis, which  contains  in  itfelf  a  ninth  part  of  the  people,  and 
the  counties  of  Middlefex,*  York,  and  others,  which  fo  great- 
ly abound  with  inhabitants,  fhould  receive  an  ihcrdafe  in 
their  reprefcntation ;  that  the  mean,  and  inlignifictint  bo- 
roughs, fo  emphatically  filled  the  rotten  part  of  our  conftitu- 
tion,  fhould  be  lopped  off,  and  the  eleftors  in  theni  thrown 
into  the  counties ;  and  the  rich,  ]x>pulous,  trading  towns, 
Birmingham,  Manchefter,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  others,  be 
permitted  to  fepd  deputies  to  the  great  council  of  the  nation. 
■      Yo.L.  IIL  M  mm  The 
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Thp  dUfranchifing  of  the  mean,  venal,  aad  dqwndcQt 
bgroughs  would  be  laying  the  axe  to  the  root  of  corruptioa 
ai^d  trcafury  influence,  as  well  as  ariftocratical  tyranny.     Wc 
ought  equally  to  guard  againft  thofe,  who  fell  themfelves^  or 
wbofe  Lords  fell  them.     Burgage  tenures,  and  private  pro- 
perty in  a  ihare  of  thelegiflature,  are  monftrous  abfurdities 
11^  a  free  ftate,  as  well  as  an  infult  to  common  fenfe.    I  wiih. 
Sir,  an  Engliflx  l^arliament  to  fpeak  the  free,  unbiafied  fenfe 
of  die  body  of  the  Englifh  people,  and  of  every  man  among 
us,  of  each  individual,  whomay  juftly  be  fuppofed  to  be  com- 
prehended in  a  fair  majority.    The  meaneit  mechanic,  the 
pooreft  peafant  and  day-labourer,  has  inmortant  ri^ts  re* 
fpc Aing  his  perfonal  liberty,  that  of  his  wife  and  chil(&eQ;  his 
property,  however  inconfiderable,  his  wage$,  his  earnings^ 
the  very  price  an4  value  of  each  day's  hard  labour,  which  are 
in  many  trades  and  manufaftures  regulated  by  the  power  of 
Parliament.  Every  law  relative  to  marriage,  to  the  prote&ion 
of  a  wife,  fifter,  or  daughter,  againft  violence  and  brutal  luiL 
X/o  every  contnift  or  agreement  with  a  rapacious  or  unjuft 
mafter,  intereft  the  manufa£turer,  the  cottager,  the  fervant, 
as  \yeU  as  the  rich  fubje&s  of  the  itate.  Some  mare  therefore  in 
the  power  iof  making  thofe  laws,  which  deeply  ijatereft  them^ 
and  to  which  they  are  expected  to  pay  obedience,  fliould  be 
tcfcrved  even  tp  this  inferior,  but  moft  ufcful  fet  of  men  in 
the  community  ,  and  we  ought  always  to  remember  this  im- 
portant tnjLt\ij  acknowledged  by  every  freeftate,  that  all  go- 
vernment is  inftituted  for  the  good  of  the  mafs  oi  the  people 
to  be  governed  ;  that  they  are  the  original  fountain  of  power, 
and  even  of  revenue,  and  in  all  events  the  laft  rcfource. 

The  various  inftances  of  partial  injuftice  throughout  this 
^L.ingdom  will  likewife  become  the  proper  fubjefts  of  enquiry 
in  the  courfc  of  the  bill  before  the  committee,  fuch  as  the 
many  freeholds  in  the  city  of  London,  which  arc  not  reprc- 
fented  in  this  Houie.  Thefe  freeholds  beins  within  the 
particular  jurifdiftipn  of  the  city,  are  excluded  from  giving  a 
yote  in  tlie  county  of  Middlefex,  and  by  aft  of  Parliament 
only  liverymen  can  vote  for  members  of  parliament  in  Lon- 
don. Theie,  and  other  particulars,  I  leave.  I  mention  them 
now  tp  (hew  the  r^ccSity  of  a  new  regulation  of  the  reprc- 
fent^iofi  of  this  kingdom: 

My  enquiries.  Sir,  are  confined  to  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
iflanurf  Scotland  I  leave  to  the  cate  of  its  own  careful  and 
prudent  fons.  I  hope  they  will  Ipare  a  few  moments  from 
the  management  of  the  arduous  affairs  of    England  and 

America, 
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America,  which  at  prefent  fo  much  tngrofs  their  time,  t^ 
attend  to  the  ftate  of  reprcfentatidn  jUnong  their  own  people, 
if  they  have  not  all  emigrated  to  this  warmer  and  more  fruit- 
ful climate.  I  am  almoft  ifraid  the  forty-five  Scottifh  gen- 
tlemen among  us  reprefent  tlietiifelves.  Perhajis  in  my  plan 
for  the  improvement  of  the  rcprefeniation  of  England,  al- 
moft all  the  natives  Of  Scotland  may  be  included.  I  ftiall  s 
only  remark,  that  the  proportion  of  reprefentation  between 
the  two  countries  cannot  be  changed.  In  the  twenty -fecond 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Union  the  number  of  forty-nve  is  to 
be  the  reprefcntative  body  in  the  Parliament  of  Great-Bri- 
tain for  the  northern  part  of  tliis  Ifland.  To  increafe  the 
members  for  England  and  Wales  beyond  the  number,  of 
which  the  Englilh  Parliament  confifted  at  the  period  of  that 
treaty  in  1706,  would  be  a  breach  of  public  faith,  and  a 
violation  of  a  folemh  treaty  betweeii  two  independent  ftates,  ,  . , 
My  propofition  has  for  its  balis  the  prcfervation  of  that  com- 
paa,  the  proportional  (hare  of  each  kingdom  in  the  legiflati  vfe 
body  remainmg  exadly  according  to  its  prefent  euablifli- 
ment. 

The  monftrous  injuttice  and  glaring  partiality  of  the  pre- 
fent reprefentation  of  the  commons  of  England  has  been  fully     -       j 
Hated,  and  is,  I  believe,  almofi  universally  acknowledged,  1 

as  well  as  the  neceffity  of  our  recurring  to  tfie  great  leading 
principle  of  our  free  conftitution,  which  declares  this  Houfe 
of  Parliament  to  bo  only  a  delegated  power  from  the  people 
at  large.  Policy,  no  lefs  than  juflice,  cal^s  our  attention 
to  this  momentous  point ;  and  realbn,  not  cuftom,  ought  to 
be  our  guide  in  a  bufincfs  of  this  confequence,  where  the 
rights  of  a  free  people  are  materially  interefted.  Without  a 
true  reprefentation  of  the  Comntons  our  conftitution  is  eiTen- 
tially  aefeftive,  our  Parliament  is  a  dclufivc  name,,. a  mere 
phantom,  and  all  other  remedies  to  recover  the  priftinc  purity 
of  the  form  of  government  eftablifhcd  by  onr  anceftors  would 
be  ineffeftual,  even  the  Ihortcning  the  period  of  Parliaments, 
and  a  place  ajid  penfion  bill,  both  which  I  highly  approve, 
and  think  abfolutely  neceffary.  I  therefore  flatter  myfelf. 
Sir,  that  I  (hall  have  the  concurrence  of  the  Houfe  with 
the  motion,  which  I  have  now  the  honour  of  making,  "  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  a  juft  and  equal  reprefen- 
tation of  the  people  of  England  in  Parliament." 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull  feconded  the  motion.  Mr.  Aldn^ 

Lord  North  was  very  jocular.     He  faij,  whatever  reafon  "^'^n  J^«''' 
Pther  gentlemen  had  to  complain,  he  imagined  the  honoura-  ^^^  ^*''^' 
M  m  in  2  ble 
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hU  gentleman  was  tolerably  well  pleafcd  with  his  fiicccfs  in 
London  and  Middlefex.  He  fuppofcd  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman w^s  not  ferious,  nor  ever  meant  his  propofition  fliould 
go  to  a  committee.  If  he  fhould  prevail,  he  affured  him,  it 
would  caufe  great  difcontent ;  and  he  would  find  it  no  cafy 
tafk  to  prevail  on  thofe  who  had  an  intereft  in  the  boroughs, 
on  which  he  beftowed  fo  many  hard  names,  to  facrifice  to  ideal 
fchemes  of  reformation,  fo  beneficial  a  fpecies  of  property. 
His  lordfhip  entered  into  a  phyfical,  chirurgical,  and  politi- 
cal difquifition  on  the  nature  and  effects  of  amputations  in  ge- 
neral, as  operating  on  the  body  natural  and  body  politic  ;  and 
Ihewed  how  dangerous  fiich  experiments  have  proved,  and 
.  the  rifque  of  overthrowing  or  diflblving  the  conftitutions 
fuch  ex^jeriments  were  intended  to  correft  and  amend.  He 
thought  the  propofition  could  do  no  good,  and  might  do 
much  harm  ;  and  added,  that  he  did  not  approve  of  it. 
fdtffTtUis*  Mr.  fflltes  madp  a  fliort  reply  ;  and  the  queftion  being 
put.  it  pafled  in  the  negative,  wirfiout  a  divifion. 

Order  for  fecond  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better  fupply 
of  mariners  and  feamen  on  board  the  King's  fliips  and  mer- 
chants' (hips  (being  to  employ  foreign  feamen,  not  exceeding 
in  number,  onboard  one  veffel,  three-fourths  of  her  crew.) 
R«ii.  r.  Hon.  ST.  Lutmll  faid  he  would  maintain  the  veracity  of  hi$ 

ImrtU.  affcrtipi^s  in  a  former  debate  on  naval  affairs,  and  which  had 
teen  pmblidy  called  in  queftion  in  another  place  by  the  firft 
naval  authority  in  Great  Britain.  He  faid,  that  the  fame  no- 
ble earl  had  likewife  in  that  other  place  [[meaning,  no  doubt, 
the  Houfe  of  Lords]  pofitively,  and  with  cojilumttiatc  ef- 
frontery, denied,  that  any  vagrants  had  b^en  admitted  on 
board  uie  King's  fhips,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  miferable  fub- 
tcrfuge,  when  a  noble  Duke,  [his  Grace  of  Richmond]  pro- 
duced the  minute  books  of  die  laft  feffions  for  Hamplhire  of 
protefting,  that  though  this  was  a  proof  of  commitment  on 
the  part  Qf  the  magiftrates,  it  was  no  proof  of  their  having 
been  received  on  board  any  of  l^is  Majefty's  veflels ;  and  that 
he  was  particularly  c^ircful  tq  preferve  the  morals  of  the  fea- 
nicn  by  preventing  fuch  wretches  as  thofe  fpoken  of  from  be- 
ing entered  for  the  naval  fervice.  He  produced  the  cleareft 
teuimony,  tljat  feveral  of  thofe  vagrants,  whofe  names  had 
had  been  read  in  the  other  hopfc  by  the  noble  Duke  before- 
mentioned,  were  on  the  firft  day  ot  February  laft  delivered 
by  the  gaoler  at  Gofport  on  board  his  Majefty*s  frigate  Grey- 
^  hound.  Captain  Dickfon,  lately  gone  to  America,  He  wim- 
rd  the  miiiifters  to  rccollpft  what  happened  from  a  fimilar 
^  mcafurc 
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neafure  in  1755,  when,  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  men  for 
.\dmiral  Bofcawen^s  fleet,  the  outcafts  of  the  prifons,  were, 
>y  an  order  of  the  Privy  Council,  couched  in  the  fame  terms 
vith  a  recent  one,  admitted  on  board ;  and  coft  no  lefs  than 
wo  thoufand  lives  in  that  fquadron  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  liwe, 
vi  thin  the  fpace  of  eight  months.  He  reprehended  in  very 
cvere  terms,  what  he  called  the  fbperciliovis  coifiidence  with 
vhich  the  noble  lord  [Lord  Sandwich]  contradifted  the  moft 
lotorious  fads,  and  afferted  day  after  day  fallhoods  fo  very 
jlaring,  that  he  had  no  chance  to  cfcape  being  detefted, 
hough  he  infamoufly  Ihut  the  door  to  all  official  information 
^^hatcver,  unlefs  derived  from  himfelf  in  perfon;  going  to  fo 
extraordinary  length,  as  to  defirc  that  profcffional  men  might 
le  referred  to  an  audience  with  him  to  be  convinced  that  they 
tncw  nothing  of  a  fervice,  to  the  theory  and  praftice  of  which 
iey  had  devoted  the  better  part  of  their  lives,  and  which  he. 
5nly  could  poffefs  in  ideal  prefnmption.  He  fhewed  the 
veak  ftate  of  the  nineteen  guardfhips ;  that  their  prefent 
complements  fcarcely  exceeded  altogether  6000  men,  and 
:heir  war  eftablifhment,  to  be  lit  for  aftioo,  would  exceed 
1 2,000 ;  that  to  procure  the  other  6000  upon  an  emergency 
f  ou  would  be  obliged  to  difmaii  at  leaft  1000  trading  veifels 
3f  different  forts ;  for  that  raw  men,  fuch  as  ploughmen  or 
nenial  fcrvants,  could  never  be  taken  for  a  fquadron  that  * 
Bvas  to  relieve  Gibraltar  in  cafe  of  a  liege,  or  to  proteft  Ire- 
and,  or  to  cover  the  Britifh  coafts.  The  marines,  he  faid, 
ivere  moflly  in  America.  The  French  and  Spaniards  will 
lavc  by  the  latter  end  of  next  month,  in  their  feveral  ports 
Df  the  Mediterranean  and  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  near  30  men  of 
A'ar  of  the  line  ready  for  aftual  fervice,  and  may,  if  they 
udgc  expedient,  by  means  of  their  regiflers,  augment  that 
lumber  to  at  Icafl  40  within  the  lame  fpace  of  time.  The  ut- 
Tioft  exertion  of  this  country  could  not  find  maritime  rc- 
burces  nearly  equal  to  that  fjrength  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
3on,  in  cafe  or  a  threatened  invafion,  upder  five  or  fix  months. 
The  fhips  for  America  have  fcarce  any  able  feamen  at  all. 
The  Le  blonde,  commanded  by  Capt.  Pownoll,  on  whom 
Lord  Sandwich  had  bellowed  fuch  lavifli  compliments  for 
-ompletcly  manning  his  fhip  in  a  few  days,  had  in  faft,  when 
he  failed  from  Chatham,  only  30  able  feamen  out  of  220. 
The  Flora,  another  frigate  of  32  guns,  had  only  four  able 
eamen  when  Ihe  left  that  port,  and  was  obliged  to  borrow  50 
Tien  from  the  RamilHes  guardfhip  to  carry  her  out  of  the  rir 
^crMedway  to*  BlacKftakes.     A  very  diligeift  officer  at  one 
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<jf  the  ir^ndczvous  ftations  in  a8  davs  vni  iblc  ib  procme 
five  Teamen  only ;  and  Lord  Howe^s  awn  fhip,  the  Eagtci  i 
had  on  Saturday  laft  fcarce  more  than  40  feamen  out  of  aMct 
to8  nominal  fail6rs,  A  great  part  of  whkh   108  were  lent 
from  the  yatchts,  and  for  occafional  operations, .  and  her  full 
complementy  as  a  64  gun  (hip,  is  520  men.     He  aiked  how 
fhis  ftate  of  the  flag-fhip^  which  had  been  ifcvenil  weeks 
dommiilionedy  and  was  at  Co  central  a  department  for  the  re- 
ception of  volunteers,  agreed  with  the  noble  Earrs  allcitioa, 
fhat  the  character  of  the  commander  was  iufficicnt  at  dm 
time  to  fupply  the  {hip^9  complement.expeditioufly  and  coxb- 
J>letcly.     Did  the  noble  Earl  mean,  when  he  obfervcd,  dut 
he  fhould  further  the  naval  fervicc  by  putting  left  reliance  oa 
the  admiralty  board,  and  more  confidence  in  the  captains, 
to  throw  the  mifcarriage  in  raiiing  men  off  his  own  Ihoulden 
iipon  thofe  gentlemen,  and  hope  by  that  means  to  fheltcr 
himfelf  from  the  cenfure  and  vfcngeanct  of  his.infiilted  coun- 
try ?    The  cenfuie  of  his  country  he  had  long  and  defervedlj 
been  in  polfefSon  of;  and  there  was  every  appearance,  diat 
if   he  purfued  the  fame    profligate  aind   impofing   career, 
the  vengeance  of  this  nation  muft  very  fbon  overtake  him. 
^he  noble  Earl  had  faid  in  another  place,  tliat  inoie  hd 
been  done  within  two  ihonths  by  the  activity  and  talents  of 
the  prefent  admiralty  board,  than  during  the  whole  couifc 
of  the  laft  glorious  war.     If  the  noble  Earl  meant  by  moi? 
having  been  done,  that  more  mifchief  had  been  done,  and 
more  abfurd  and  reprehenfible  afts,  he  heartily  joined  iffuc 
with  him ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  more  good  was  done  at  the 
admiralty  board  in  two  months  when  Lord  Anion  prcfidcd 
there,  than  during  the  whole  five  years  of  the  prefent  firfl 
commiflioner*8  naval  adminiftration. 

JW/Y?*    '     ^*^  ^^^  PaUifer  denied  the  fafts  relative  to  the  deficiency 

*^^'      of  feamen,  and  faid,  that  all  the  fhips  gone  to  America  were 

perfeftly  well  manned  and  equipped  for  fervice*     As  to  the 

vagrants,  he  faid  he  knew  nothmg  of  them ;  but  was  clearly 

of  opinion  they  ought  not  to  be  received  aboard.* 

C6V.  7«i«.     Governor  Johnjtone  ftrongly  condemned  the  meaflire  of  ad- 

•'**'*  mitting  on  board  his  Majefty*s  fhips,  men  of  flovcniy,  profli* 

gate,  flothful  habits,  to  vitiate  the  good  diicipline  and  order 
of  the  generality  of  the  lower  order  in  the  profeflion* 

Ltrd  AVr^.  Lord  North  faid,  a  vagrant  or  two  might  accidentallv  have 
been  admitted;  andcenmred  Mr.  Luttrell  asdifbrdcrly,  for 
repeating  what  had  pafTed  in  the  other  Houfe. 

Hon, 
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:on.  TC.  Luitrcll  faid  the  vagrants  gone  fro^x  Wlnchcftcr  c«pt,  Ut^ 
,  were  an  inconfidcrablc  part  pf  a  great  number  that  he  ^*^ 
d  prove  to  have  b^ep  fent  pn  boarc]  the  King's  fhips  from 
ir  quarters ;  and  as  to  referring  to  the  debates  of  the  othep 
ife,  he  appealed  to  the  gentlemen  prefent,  whether  he  was 
juftified  m  fo  doing,  from  the  example  of  that  pattern  of 
1  order,  wifdom,  and  reftitudc,  th^  Earl  of  Sandwich,, 
»  had  in  the  Hoiife  of  Lords  reviled  him  in  the  moft  inde- 
:  terms  for  what  had  been  fa^d  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ; 

falfely  imputed  the  part  he  had  taken'  in  the  prefent, 
faded  condition  of  navy  affairs,  and  mifconduft  of  mi- 
ers,  to  perfonal  fpleen,  ignorance  i^nd  r^QCOur, 
The  bill  was  committed. 

March  %2. 
n  committee  on  the  bill. 

The  Hon.  T.  Luttrell  oSertd  an  amendment,  to  except  the  Captain 
ves,  and  naturalized  fubjefks  of  France  and  Spain.  He^'*"''^'* 
:rved,  that  t)io^gh  this  hill  was  almoft  verbatim  the  fame 
hat  in  )755;  yet  it  fhould  be  copfidered,  that  from  the 
ire  of  that  war,  the  French  feamen  were  of  courfe  almoft 
of  the  cafe,  ^nd  fo  were  thofe  belonging  to  the  whole 
ufe  of  Bourbon;  and  as  to  the  Genoefe,  who  carry  on  the 
iteft  coafting  trade  of  any  of  the  Italian  powers,  dieir  na- 
il or  bigotted  attachment  to  France,  put  them  alfo  out  of 
cafe ;  as  a  proof  of  this,  it  was  well  known  that  M.  de 
llifonicre's  fl^t,  in  175^,  was  almoft  half  manned  by  the 
Ives  of  that  republic.  This  bill,  he  faid,  was  giving  bet- 
encouragement  to  our  natural  enemies,  than  our  own  ma* 
5rs;  for  the  former  might  enter  into  our  merchants  fer- 
;,  without  a  riik  of  being  preffed,  as  we  could  by  no 
ans  compel  them  to  ferve  on  board  die  King's  fliips  :  and 
ras  this  appreUenfion  that  deterred  tlie  feamen  of  this  coun  * 
from  agreeing  with  the  merchants ;  for  th^  would  find 
nore  to  tlxeir  advantage  to  go  over  to  fjplland,  or  any  re- 
tc  tradiiig  country,  and  accept  of  the  current  wages  there, 
n  ferve  againft  their  Tellow-fubjeas  of  America,  carrying 
ighter  and  unprofitable  plunder  along  the  coafts  of  that  fa* 

continent,  for  the  hire  «>f  24  {hillings  per  month.— So, 
faft,  if  this  bill  paiTed  in  its  prefent  form,  fo  far  from  en- 
afing  our  nayal  Itrength,  it  would  only  weaken  it,  by  esc- 
ingingBritifh  feamen  for  French,  Spaniards,  and  Ruffians^ 
R.ight  Hon.  ^Z*.  Town/hend  fecondcd  the  motion.  ^    rl^^lJ* 

Sir  Grey  Cooper  Cud,  when  a  fimilar  bill  to  this  pafTed  in  s\r^ Grey  ' 
55,  at  tUe  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  not  one  of  the  con-c<w/rr. 
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feqUcnccs  ftated  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who  moved  theclaufc, 
were  complained  of,  felt,  or  imagined. 

The  Committee  divided ;  for  the  amendment  22,  againft 
it  53.— --Adjourned  to  March  25*  ^ 
Afarch  25. 
A  hill  having  been  brought  in  by  Mr.  JolifFe,  for  laying 
a  tax  upon  dogs,  in  order  to  cafe  tnc  poor  rates,  the  order  of 
the  day  was  to  go  into  a  Committee  on  the  bill,  and  the  mo- 
tion being  made  for  the  Speaker  to  leave  the  chair,  if  paffcd 
in  the  negative,  and  the  bill,  of  courfe,  was  dropt, 
March  26.    * 
Third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  better  ftipply  of  nMtrincn 
and  feamen  to  ferve  in  his  Majefty's  and  merchant  (hips. 
Capt.  Lut-^       Hon,  T.  J^uttrell  faid  the  bill  would  deftroy  the  Britilh  nur- 
"'  feries  for  feamen  (of  late  years  confined  by  afts  of  the  Icgif- 

ture  within  narrow  limits)  and  eftablifh  nurferies  for  foreign- 
ers, who  are  our  rivals  in  commerce,  and  in  them  the  fovc- 
reignty  of  the  fcas.  He  flated  the  bad  policy  of  inftrufting 
the  Ruffians  to  excel  in  feamanfhip,  and  making  our  natural 
enemies  of  France  and  Spain  perfeftly  acquainted  with  oxnr 
ports,  our  fortreffes,  and  arfenals  in  Great- Britain  and  the 
colonies  :  he  faid,  that  this  bill,  added  to  the  meafure  of  em- 
ploying foreign  veffels  to  carry  the  German  mercenaries  to 
America,  efFe£tually  repealed  all  the  navigation  a'As,  unlefs 
it  were  admitted  that  fuch  foreign  veffels  were  feizabk^  and 
would  become  legal  captures.  This  bill  was  dire&ly  coun- 
ter to  our  treaties  with  the  African  powers,  and  to  our  paf- 
fes  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  Levant  trade ;  which  paffcs 
ftate,  that  two-thirds  of  the  crew  Ihall  be  natives  or  natu- 
ralized fubjefts  of  Great-Britain-— That  from  the  continued 
communication  with  the  Barbary-rovers,  which  muft  be  the 
confequence  of  this  bill,  and  the  admiffion  of  Levaht-fca- 
men,  there  would  be  much  danger  of  Ac  plague,  the  only 
calamity  wanted  to  perfeft  the  prefent  jpifture  of  diftrcfs, 
and  of  finifter  fatality  to  the  nation,  when  we  have  battle, 
murder,  famine,  and  nearly  a  ftate  of  bankruptcy ;  but  no- 
thing ever  fo  impolitic,  ever  fo  ralh,  ever  fo  defperate,  was 
to  check  our  career  in  profecuting  the  moft  unjiift,  barbarous, 
difgraceful  and  deftruftive  war  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  ' 
any  civilized  nation  fince  the  commencement  of  the  world.— 
Foreigners  were  to  compofe  our  army  in  America,  foreigners 
to  take  charge  of  our  moft  important  garrifons  in  Europe  ;• 
two-thirds  of  our  commercial  fleets  to  be  manned  by  foreign- 
ers, and  foreigner  (the  Scotch-Dutch)  to  have  poffcffion 
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cf  PottAxioutii)    Flymouth^    anil  the  ytrj  f:tntxt  of  your 
empire.  ^  . 

Sir  Gi&rge  ToHge  faid,  two  things  ftruck  him^  which  heSirCwr^f 
could  Aotheb  inking  notice  of :  rfiiej&rftjs-as,  .the  icccffity  ^•'«'' 
that  dfoye  acuaini&ration  Xf>  adopt  the  j^reient  ei^pedvcbt  ••  tlie 
other,  tfcat  it  )«c»t  dirciUy  tt>  weritcn  toat  fppclcs  of  flrengtb, 
iriiich  was  our  only  ,furc  ^raicfiipn  agaihft  .ajiy  fghemes  of 
ambitioni  rcvcrige,  or  national  envy,  irhlch  th^ght  be  form- 
ed on  the  continent.  The  iicft  did  Actt ,  barely  {urnUh  an  ar- 
^umcfit,  that  the  prcfcjit  war  carrying  on  ^gainft  our  brctliren 
m  America,  was  an  unpopular  war ;  it'cartied  demonftra- 
lion  with  it,  that  .the  body  of  the  people  condemned  it ;  and 
that  it  wy  unaccopip?mca.by  diat  decree  of  cphyiftion  and 
approbation  fuf&cient  toVouie  the  fpirit  df  the  Engliih  na-^ 
tion,  which  ,n9uft  be  always  convinced  of  the  juftice  of  the 
xaufc  'they  are  called  to  fupport,  before  the)^  engage  in  it 
.with  firmnefsaad  alacrity.  Oh  tHe  ftcoi^d  point,  he  infift- 
.td,  that  ^s  foonas  we  bec^e  dependent  pn  riVal  nations  for. 
feamen  to  ferve  on  board  our  Ihips  of  war,  orjniariners  to  na- 
vigate our  tr^ii^  yeiTels,  at  that  iqftant  our  maritime  po- 
wer, and  con(cquently  pur  great  commercial  importance, 
would  be  at  an  end.  He  lamented  the  preftut  ^ate  of  our 
public  affairs,  and  the  impolitic  meafures  pu.rfiiip^  againft 
America.  He  forefaw  notliing  but  inevitable  deftruaion* 
He  feared  there  were  many  violent  fpirits  on  both  fides  of  the 
Atlantic.  A  faint  proTpca  of  conciliation  appeared  on  the 
opening  of  the  ieflion  :  that,  however,  through  the  means 
of  fome  dangerous,  dark^  over-ruling  influence,  was  quite 
vanilhed  ;  and  all  hopes  of  any  fort  of  healing  meafures  were 
.  now  entirely  oy^r.    • 

Lprd  North  laid,  the  fan^e  fort  of  law  was  paffcd  at  the  uw  ^^6Hb^ 
commencemeat  of  the  late  war,  and  that  very  lingular  ad- 
vantages were  then  derived  from  it  to  the  naval  ftrcjigth  and 
commercial  interefts  of  this  country. 

There  was  no  diviiionk    The  bill  pafied* 

Copy  of   JJeuUnant  General  Gage's  r^qttijithn  for  21,500/. 
dated  the  pb  of  February ^  1 7  75* 
SIR,  B^on^  February  7,  1775, 

IN  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Lordis  comnuflioners  of 
his  Majefiy's  treafury,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  a  co- 
py of  my  letter  to  the  hoROurable  John  Watts,  efo*  agent  to 
the  contraAors  for  fupplying  money  for  his  Majcfty*s  forces 
in  North  America ;  requiring  him  to  prepare  the  fura  of 
Vol.  III.  Nnn  20,oco/. 
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tOjOOOl.  ftcrling,  for  the  contingent  or  extraordinary  cxpen- 
CC8  of  his  Majcfty*s  forces  in  Isortli  America  for  the  enfu- 
ing  quarter. 

You  will  alfo  receive,  by  this  occafion,  a  copy  of  my  letter 
to  Colin  Drummond,  efq,  agent  to  the  contraaors  for  fup- 
plying  money  for  his  Majefty's  forces  in  North  America; 
requiring  him  to  prepare  the  fum  of  i^ocl.  ftcrling,  for  con- 
tingent or  extraordinary  expencesof  hit  Majefty*$  forces  la 
North  America  for  the  enfuing  quarter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  regard, 
Sir, 
John  RobinfoHy  efq,  ,       your  moft  obedient  humbl6  fcrvant 
Treafury  chambers.  THOMAS     GAGE. 

SIR,  Boflon^  February  7,  1775. 

THE  Lords  commiffioncrs  of  his  Majefty's  treafury,  ha- 
ving been  pleafed  to  defire,  that  I  mould  give  you 
notice  in  writing  of  the  fums  of  money  that  will  tSt  wanted 
in  each  quarter  to  defray  the  contingent  and  extraor- 
dinary expences  of  his  Majefty^s  forces  under  my  command , 
I  am  therefore  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  fum  of  io,oool. 
fterling  will,  as  nearly  as  the  fame  can  be  calculated,  be 
wanting  to  anfwer  faid  expences  for  the  enfuing  quarter,  at 
this  place,  New  York  and  Halifax.  1  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Honourable  John  fVatts^  efq,  agent 
to  the  contra£iors  for  fupplying  Money 
Jor   his   Majejlys  forces   in   North 
'yAmericay  at  New  Tork. 

SIR,  Bojlouy  February  7,  1775. 

THE  Lords  commiffioners  of  his  Majefty's  treafury, 
having  Ixien  pleafed  to  defire,  that  I  mould  give  you 
notice  in  writing  of  the  fums  of  money  that  will  be  wanted 
in  each  quarter,  to  defray  the  contingent  and  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  Majcfty  s  forces  under  my  command  ;  I  am 
tlierefore  to  accquaint  you,  that  the  fum  of  1500I.  fterling, 
will  as  nearly  as  the  fame  can  be  calculated,  be  wanting  to 
anfwer  faid  expences  for  the  enfuing  quarter,  in  the  province 
of  Quebec.  I  am.  Sir,  &c» 

Colin  Drummond,  efq.  agent  to  the  con- 
tra£lors  for  f applying  money  for  his  Ma- 
jefty^s  forces  in  North  jimcriea,  at  ^r- 
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C^py  of  Lieutenant  General  Gage's    requtfition  for   2e,000l. 
dated  the  17/A  of  Jpril^  1775^ 
SIR,  Bofton^  JpriJ  17,  1775, 

IN  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Lords  commiffioners  of 
his  Majefty's  treafury,  I  have  the  honour  to  inclofc  a  co- 
py of  my  letter  to  the  honourable  John  Watts,  efq.  agent  to 
the  coiitradlors  for  fupplying  money  for  his  Majefty's  forces 
in  North  America ;  requiring  him  to  prepare  the  further 
fum  of  ao,oool.  fterling,  for  the  contingent  or  extraordi- 
nary expences  of  his  Majefty^s  forces  in  North  America,  for 
the  prefent  quarter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  regard, 
>       •  Sir, 

John  RobinfoTij  efq.        your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant 
Treafury  chambers.    .  THOMAS  GAGE. 

SIR,  Bojioriy  Jpril  ijy  I JTS* 

THE  Lords  commiffioners  of  his  Majefty's  treafury, 
having  been  pleafcd  to  defire,  that  I  fhould  give  you 
notice  in  writing,  of  the  fums  of  money  that  will  be  wanted 
in  each  quarter,  to  defray  the  contingent  and  extraordinary 
expellees  of  his  Majefty's  forces  under  my  command ;  I  am 
therefore  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  further  fum  of  20,oool. 
fterling,  will  be  wanted  to  anfwer  faid  expenccs  for  the  pre- 
fent quarter.  I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

Honourable  John  WaHs^  efq,  agent  to 
the  contra^ors  for  fupplying  money  for 
his  Majefifi  Jones  in  North  Americay 
at  NevJ  Tork. 

BoJloUy  May2^,  ITJ^. 
The  like  requifition  by  General  Gage  for  xo,oool.  in  the 
fame  terms. 

Bojion,  June  i,  1775. 
The  like  requifition  by  General  Gage  for  20,oool. 

Boflon,  July  22,  1775. 
The  like  requifition  by  General  Gage  tor  20,oool. 

BoJlon.JuguJij^ijJS^ 
The  like  requifition  by  General  Gage  for  40,0001. 

BoJJofty  September  30, 1775. 
The  like  requifition  by  General  Ga^e  for  ioo,pooU 

BoftoHy  November  i,  1775. 
The  like  requifition  by  General  Howe  for    ioo,oool.  in 
the  fanje  terms. 

Bofion,  January  i,  1776, 
The  like  requifition  by  General  Howe  for  ioo,oooU 

N  n  n  2  Lift 
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March  27. 
Mr.  Burht.      Mr.  Burke  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  **  to  prevcnr 
the  inhuman  pra£iice  of  plundering  {hips  wrecked  on  tho 
coaft  of  Great  Britain ;  and  for  the  further  relief  of  fliip« 
in  (liftrefs  on  faid  coaft.*'     He  faid,  he  thought  fomething 
ought  to  be  done  to  prevent  fuch  Ihameful  and  horrid  prac- 
ticed as  had  been  frequently  committed  on  the  feveral  coafts 
of  this  kingdom,  icarcely  a  winter  paffing  but  our  public 
prints  contained  accounts  which  were  a  difgrace  to  any 
;    *  civilized  country ;  fuch  matters  ought  not  to  paft  unnoticed 
V  and  unpunifhed*     He  faid,   that  commercial  countries,  par^ 
ticularly  this,  which  prided  itfelf  {o  much  on  its  national 
honour,  fhould  take  care  to  do  every  thing  poffible  in  its 
power  to  difcournge  fuch  outrageous  proceedings* 
IWJIfirjrfM      jtbfi  i,Qri  Mayor  [Mr.  SawbridgeT  qppofed  the  motion.  Hi 
^  thought  the  remedy  would  be  wor(e  than  the  difeafe  ;  that 
the  l^w$  in  being  were  fufficient^  if  well  executed ;  and  ob- 
ferycd,  that  the  fame  bill  had  been  brought  in  laft  (effion, 
'  but;  aftar  it  was  vead  a  fecond  time^  was,  in  his  opinion, 
very  properly  thrown  out. 
Lord  Mil/-       Lord'  Mulgrave  faid,  he  liad  no  objection  to  the  bill.  He 
iravt.        thought  fome  reqiedy  ought  ta  be  applied  to  prevent  an 
evil  which  muft  \^  a  di(grac»  to  any  country  where  it  wag 
permitted  ;  but  he  doubted  of  the  efficacy  of  any  law  brouglu 
m  on  t^e  plan  now'  proofed. 
Mr.  Rtf/5&-       Mr.  Rafhkigh  faid,  he  lived  near  the  fea-coaft,  wher# 
'''X*'         fuch  melancholy  accidents, '  he  was  forry  to  lay,  too  fre- 
quently happened  ;  yet  he  couki  affirm,  from  his  own  know- 
ledge, as  well  as  by  every  tiling  he  could  learn  concerning 
the  matter,  that  the  plundering  fhips'was  generally  pre- 
vented by  the  alRduity  and  exertions  of  the  neighbouring 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  Kku  ^^*^'  ^'^^  ^**^''  ^^^  '^^^  ^'^  ^^"g  ^^'^  fufficicnt  to  prc- 
'  *  vent  the  mifchief,  .ind  no  new  law  would  anfwer  any  ef- 
fectual purpofe,  if  the  gentlemen  of  property  and  confe- 
quence  in  the  neighbourhood  were  remifs  in  their  duty. 

Sir  Gny  Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid  he  would  vote  for  the  motion,   bc- 

^^n  caufe,  if  negatived,  it  would  have  a  very  ((range  appear- 
ance in  the  votes,  that  a  bill  l)earing  fuch  a  title  Ihouid 
be  ftopped  in  the  firft  inftance,  but  defired  it  might  not  b« 
underftood  that  he  meant  to  vote  for  or  fupport  the  bill  afto 
it  was  brought  in. 

%xC.Toni4  Sir  George  Tinge  faid,  he  lived  in  a  maritime  county,  and 
iniified  thu  execution  of  the  prefent  lavrs  depended  on  the 
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magiftrdtes ;  wkcreVcr  any  injury  therefore  ifM  Aibiti«l^ 
it  was  owing  to  their  neglefi ;  hence  it  fWldwed,  thit  framirtg: 
new  laws,  without  enfuring  their  pnnftoal  eteentioR^  Was 
doing  nothing. 

Mu  Bwrke  faid,  it  fccmed  very  cxtfaordiifiiry,  that  the  Mr,  Bwht^ 
firft  magiftrate  of  the  firft  trading  city  in  th*  W6rd,  ftldtfld 
oppoTe  a  bill  defigned  to  prote&  the  property  ef  ]^rfotia 
concerned  in  trade  and  comiUdrce*  He  hopdl)  hc^etef^ 
before  the  mater  was  farther  purftied,  that  gehtledieii  #oiiId 
rife,  declare  their  iimtimetits,  and  take  a  ^.dded  part. 
For  his  part,  he  had  no  particular  reafoft  for  pnlhing  fueh  a 
law.  It  is  true,  he  thonght  it  tnight  be  of  fervicc,  but  if 
the  Houfe  difapproved  of  it,  there  his  talk  ended,  ahd  he 
fhould  chearfuby  acquiefce  in  whatever  it  detemVitied.  He 
entreated,  therefore,  that  gentlemen  would  fpeak  oat,  anc) 
not  permit  the  bill  to  be  brought  in,  merely  for  an  oppor« 
toniiy  to  throw  it  out,  after  trouble  and  time  had  been  fpent! 
in  framing  and  brindng  it  in.  The  queftion  being  put^  ^ 
bill  was  ordered  in  by  a  majority  of  56  to  13. 
March  a8. 

No  debate  ;  thin  Hoafe. 

'    March  29. 

No  debate  ;  only  36  members. 

Adjourned  to  Jprll  i. 

Jpril  I.  • 

Lord  North  moved  for  leave  to  bring  a*  bill  to  atrfhorize,  U.  l^rdL 
for  a  time  to  be  limited,    the  punilhment  by  hard  labour 
of  offenders,  who  for  certain  crimes  are  now  liable  to  ht 
traniported  to  any  of  his  Majefty*s  colonics  and  planta- 
tions. 

Mr.  y.  Johnftone  faid,  he  faW  ho  reafon  why  felons  might  Mr.  1^ 
not  be  fent  to  the  Weft  India  iflands,  or  to  Falklands  ifland  ;  ^^-M* 
but  he  forgot,  for  he  fuppofed  a  puffllammous  adiriiniftra- 
tion,  who  had  betrayed  the  honour  and  charaftcr  of  this 
country,  to  every  petty,  fhabby  ftate  in  Europe,  and  rc- 
ferved  all  their  fpirit  for  the  purpofc  of  opprcffing  and  maf- 
facring  their  fcllow-fubiefts  in  America,  probably  in  the 
prcvauing  rage  of  minifterial  cringing  and  fubfidizing,  had 
given  up  that  ifland,  which  coft  this  nation  feme  mUlions, 
by  private  agreement  to  Spain,  The  motion  was  agreed  to^ 
and  a  bill  ordered  in. 

Mr.  D.  Hartley.  The  noble  Lord,  who  prcfidca  in  the  de-  Mr.  3. 
partment  of  the  revenue,  having  announced  to  the  Houfe,  ^'^^^'f* 
that  he  intends  to  lay  the  Rate  of  the  natioil  befdrd  ns  on 

Q^q  q  2  the 
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^  firft  ^y  of  buiinefs  after  the  recefs ;  I  hope  that  it  will 
not  appear  foreign  to  that  purpofe,  if  •!  fuggeft  to  them 
the  neceffity  of  fcmie  proper  materials  being  laid  upon  the 
table^  by  the  help  of  which  we  may  be  better  prepared  to 
enter  upon  fo  important  a  difcuffion.     The  ftate  of  the 
national  revenue  and  expenditure,  together  with  the  fuf* 
ficiency  or  infufiiciency  of  the  national  powers,  arc  very 
properly  teimed  by  the  very  noble  Lord,   to.  be  the  ftate  of 
the  nauon.    It  ia  a  fubjea  of    fuch  infinite  importance, 
that. I  need  make  no  apology  to  the  Houfe,  intheprefent 
fiate  pf  things,    for,  recommending  a  prudent  forecaft  of 
the  ruinous  confequences,   which  myft  inevitably  attend  the 
civil  ^irar  with,  our  colonies,   into  which  this  nation  is  fo 
bU|idl]P   and  precipitately   driven   by  its  miniftcrs.     The 
f  normity  of  the  cxpence,  which  I  Ihall  endeavour  to  ex- 
plain to  you  under  the  fcveral  branches  this  day,  is  but  the 
leaft  jpsurt  of  die  eviU.   Even  what  ad  ininift ration  would  call 
fucceis,  would  be  more  irrecoverable  ruin,  by  deftroying 
the  very  fourjce  of  wealth  and  ftrength  to  .this  country,  than 
^Imoft  any  anticipation  of  the  revenue  in  the  firft  inftance. 
Thefe  are  matters  of  fuch  importance,  tliat  I  ftiould  think 
inyfclf  highly  criminal,  ^  and  a  deferter  of  the  truft  rcpofed 
in  me  as  a  member  of  parliament,  if  I  did  not  offer  to 
the  Houfe,  with  great  deference,  fuch  materi;Us  and  infonna^ 
tion  as  have  fallen  in  my  own  wayj  in  the  courfe  of  my 
b^ft  endeavours  tp  obtain,  information  for  myfelf,  on  the 
fubje^l^of  the  public  revenue.    Repofing  myfelf  upon  that 
candour  of  the  Houfc  which  I  have  to  oilfin  experienced, 
J  will  endeavour  to  ft^te  a  few  plain  fa£ts  «ind  plain  confe-r 
fequences,     without  par1:iality  or  bias,    without  refpeft  of 
perfons,  and  without  fear  or  ^vour. 

It  is  fo  much  the  ipore  nqcpffary  that,  we  Xbould  come  tp 
fome  m>lkit  underftandipg  of  thefi?  matters,  as  the  n)oft 
profouna  fecrccy  and .  coqc^lment  have  been  prafikifed  tP 
keep  ajariniog.  truths  from,  th^  public  eye,  .^ad  falle  prc-r 
*  tence9  hfive  been  thrown  out  to  ^mufc  the  credulous  con- 
fidence of  this  Hpufe.  Jt  U  nqtmany  months  ago,  (no  Ion* 
ger  than  the  laft  f-ffion)  that;  any  member,  who  got  up  tp 
warn  you  of  the  ferious  and.  fatal  confequences  of  the  war 
ii^cn  regoomieuded  again^  Aqierica,  was  laughed  at  in  his 

})lacej  the  very  fu^cftion  was  treated  ^s  heiqg.fo  ridicur 
ous,  tljat  the  mini^r  propofed  to  you  tp  b^gin  by  dif- 
^rming ;  by  voting  four  thousand  feamen  lefs  th^n  you  had 
kept  W  y^ar  before  j  an4  UPtmany  day^  after  tfee  m.^tin^ 
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of  the  new  Parliament,,  a  vote  of  a  three  Ihilling  land-tax 
was  propofcd,  with  a  view  to  footh  the  landed  men  into  a 
conndential  compliance  with  the  meafures  of  adminiftration, 
and  into  the  adpption  of  this  fatal  war.  That  this  ftep  was 
taken  with  no  other  view  than  to  quiet  and  to  prevent  the 
alarms  of  the  landed  intereft  is  paft  difpute,  becaufe  the 
vote  for  the  three  fhilling  land-tax  was  palled  before  Chrift- 
mas,  though  the  bill  was  not  brought  in  till  after  the  holi- 
days ;  the  vote  therefore  was  ftudioufly  thrown  out  before- 
hand, to  prevent  the  difcontents  that  might  happen,  and  to 
miflead  the  public  into  a  fallacious  dependence,  that  a  few 
fuperficial  and  unimportant  difcontents  in  America,  as  they 
were  then  reprefented  to  be,  would  foon  be  fubdueil.  Un- 
der this  deception,  the  landed  gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  have  « 
been  trepanned  by  every  artifice,  and  the  public  out  of  doors 
have  been  w^y-laid  by  every  infidious  praftice  to  induce 
them  to  acquiefcence,  in  the  dependence  that  miniftry  would 
guarrantcc  their  country  againft  the  evils  only  fuggefted  by 
groundlefs  fear.  Where  are  we  now  ?  Have  not  our  fore- 
bodings been  more  than  realized  ?  Has  it>been  arrant  folly 
in  adminiflration,  to  plungq  us  into  our  prefent  fituation  ? 
?r,  has  it  been  downright  treachery  afore-thought,  to  lead  ' 
their  ynlufpefking  country,  ftep  bjr  ftep,  into  an  irrecon-^ 
rileable  civil  war,  to  dip  Great  Britain  and  America  in  blood, 
md  to  cut  off  the  retreat  to  peace  and  fafety  ? 

Which  ever  be  the  cafe,  the  adminiftration  have  now 
It  leaft  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  confidence  of  this  Houfe 
tnd  of  the  public.  We  are  now  told,  with  great  compoi'urc, 
)y  tbofe  very  men  who  but  a  few  months  ago,  laughed 
o  icom  every  foreboding  word  of  prudence,  that  the  whole 
K)wer  of  this  country  is  unequal  to  the  undertaking ;  and 
bat  however  reafonable  it  might  have  been  laft  year  to  have 
orcfeen  the  immcnfity  of  the  war,  yet  that  Parliament  in 
he  laft  feilioa  would  not  have  been  dlfpofed  to  have  granted 
lore  cxpcnfiv^  .aids,  and  therefore  that,  no  more  were  then 
pplied  for  :  but  that  we  are  now  dipt  in,  and  muft  wade 
irough.  If  an  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  and  one  hundred 
lips  of  force,  are  now  found  neceffary,  the  word  to  Parlia-r 
lent  is,  you  muft  go  through,  there  is  no  retreat :  it  muft 
5  donOt  Every  corner  of  the  three  kingdom^  is  to  be  ran- 
eked  for  recruits  ;  every  power  in  Europe  is  to  be  folicited 
)r  mercenary  ^id  ;  every  trading  vclTel  heretofore  employed 
L  the  Apaeripan  i^oramerce,  is  now  deftined  to  tranfport 
le  p)Q2^ns  gf  dcftroying  the  commercial  wealth  of  Great 

Britain, 
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Britain,  and  all  the  fourccs  of  Its  naval  empirt.  The  no- 
ble lord  has  announced  to  us,  that  he  will,  upon  the  igth 
of  this  month,  lay  before  us  the  moft  fpcedy  and  eflfefibial 
way  of  accomplifhing  thcfe  important  objcfts ;  and  that  it 
what,  I  prefume,  he  calls,  laying  before  us  the  ftate  of  die 
nation. 

As  I  wifli  the  public  may  no  longer  be  deceived,  but 
that  they  may  be  put  into  poflcffion  of  the  real  ftate  of 
fafts,  and  of  the  probable  expeftation  of  conieqoences,  I 
fhall  offer  to  the  lioufe  fome  motions  for  die  proper  mate- 
rials to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  us,  to  be  our  guide  and 
aififtance  in  forming  our  judgment  and  decifion.  The  three 
great  branches  of  national  expence  are,  the  navy,  the  army, 
and  the  ordnance ;  and  each  of  thefe  branches  is  divided 
into  two  parts,  viz.  expcnccs  which  arc  veted  upon  Ijpccifk: 
eftimates,  and  extraordinarj  expences  which  are  incurred 
every  year  in  the  three  fervices,  partly  at  the  diicretian  of 
the  retpeftive  commanders,  and  partly  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  miniftry  in  their  feveral  departments.  Thefe  extraor- 
^dinaries  in  former  dmes  were  kept  within  narrow  bounds,, 
but  of  late  years  they  are  grown  to  an  enprmous  amount, 
almoft  equal  to  the  expences  voted  in  eadi  fervice  upon  efti- 
mate ;  which  latitud«|  thus  negli^ntly  and  tacitly  allowed 
to  miniftefs  iit  difpennng  the  pubhc  purfe,  has  been,  and  I 
fear  will  continue  to  be,  the  caufe  of  a  moft  ruinous  wafte 
of  the  public  revenue.  As  to  the  prefent  year,  the  Houfc 
have  before  them  all  the  expences  of  the  American  war, 
which  have  been  formed  into  fpecific  eftimates :  but  the 
unmeafurable  part  of  the  expence  will  be  in  the  fecret  and, 
hidden  clafs  of  extraordinaries,  left  to  the  unreftrainedi 
diicretion  of  minifters,  conunanders,.  commiflariei,  and  con«l 
trz&oTs.  The  Houfe  and  the  public  are  amufed  with  no« 
minal  eftimates,  while  this  bottomleft  gulph  is  opened  be^ 
hind  us,  and  not  to  be  ladated  but  with  the  laft  farthingi 
If  experience  can  teach  us  wtiHomy  it  is  high  time  that  wfl 
were  {wfiHTed  of  it.  This  chaos  of  extraordinaries  mayj 
doubtlefs,  be  reduced  to  fbme  reafonable  ihape  of  com; 
tuition.  Minifters  will  hanHy  tell  this  Houfe  ferioufly,  t 
they  have  not  the  leaft  meaftire  of  what  they  recomnn 
or  undertake ;  nor,  I  think,  would  it  be  very  decent  for  th( 
to  come  in  the  next  feffion  with  a  boundlefs  demand 
debts  incurred  upon  the  confidence  which  we  are  now 
fired  to  repofe  in  them^  and  to  tell  us  then^  we  forcfaw 

till 
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thefe  cxpences^  but  wc  concccaled  them  carefidij  frdm  yon^ . 
that  we  might  lead  you  inftniibly  on* 

Then  let  us  forccaft  the  account  now. — I  ibaU  begin  with 
the  navy.  The  motion  which  I  fhall  make  upon  the  iub«  . 
je£k  of  the  navy  is  copied  word  for  word  out  of  the  journals 
upon  a  former  occasion,  and  a  very  accurate  eftimate  was 
made  in  return,  of  the  probable  expence  of  the  navy,  arti* 
de  by  article  :  Therefore  I  am  fure  the  minifter  can  give  us 
this  information,  if  he  will. 

My  motion  is,  ^^  That  there  be  laid  before  this  Houfe  an 
eftimate  of  the  probable  expence  of  his  Nlajefty's  navy  for 
the  prefent  year,  difting;uiihed  under  proper  heads,  upon 
the  lervkes  voted  by  this  Houfe;  Ihewing  alfo  how  far 
ilie  faid  expence  mav  probably  exceed  or  fell  fhort  of  the 
fums  already  voted  m  thoie  lervices  ;.  and  alfo  an  eftimate 
of  the  probable  expence  of  tranfports  and  viftualling  dur* 
ing  the  prefent  year." 

My  fecond  and  third  motions,  reipeAingthe  extraordina- 
tics  of  the  army,  and  ordnance  for  land-iervice,  are  nearly  ^ 
to  the  fame  effeft,  visn* 

^  That  aa  eftimate  of  the  probable  amount  of  die  extra- 
ordinary  {ervices  likely  to  be  incurred  by  his  Majefty's 
land  forces  in  one  year,  from  March  9th  1776,  be  pre- 
pared, and  laid  before  this  Houle.'' 

^^  That  an  eftimate  of  the  p^robable  expence  of  the  office 
of  ordnance-  for  land  fervice,  during  the  prefent  year,  over 
aad  above  the  provifion  already  made  in  diis  feffion  of  Par^ 
llament,  be  prepared  and  laid  before  this  Houfe.'^ 

Thele  are  the  materials  which,  as  it  feems  to  me,  are  ne^ 
celiary  for  us  to  form  our  jjadgynent  iipon«  Many  of  them  may 
be  eftjmated  with  great  accuracy ;  and,,  from  the  experience 
and  alliftance  of  the  official  lights  which  the  noble  Lord  has 
;^cefs  to,  he  may  give  us  a  general  view  of  the  whole  pro-^ 
bable  expence  of  the  year.  This  is  what  i  fhould  call  laV- 
ixig  the  ftate  of  the  nation  before  «s«  By  this  time  of  die 
^ear,  which  is  the  m^onth  of  April,,  you  ought  to  have 
tormed  your  plans.  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  nxunber 
of  fhlps  which  are  deftined  for  fea-fervice  for  this  year* 
You  know  the  complsoMnt  of  men  for  each  rate;  therefore 
you  may  know  by  how  many  they  will  exceed  die  number 
of  feamen  voted  by  Parliament*  In  the  forming  fuch  an 
eflinvate,  the  board  of  admiralty  can  give  you  a  hft  of  the 
Ic-amea  to  be  employed,  the  paymafter  of  the  marines  can 
t'cikd  you  the  fiuQibeir  of  marmes.    The  value  of  ftores 
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contrafted  for  and  to  be  purchafed  for  fhips,  and  building- 
yards,  and  rope-yards,  ought  to  be  minutely  known,  or 
«lfc  how  16  the  navy  to  be  provided  ?  I  wili  read  you  thr« 
or  four  principal  heads  of  expence  in  the  cftimatc  of  4: 
navy,  which  was  returned  to  this  Houfe  on  the  ad  of  May 
1772,  (and  which  h  printed  in  the  journals)  upon  the  Tcry 
identical  niotion  that  I  offer  to  you  now.  Take  them  a? 
afpecimen  that  the  eftimates  that  I  now  alkfor,  mayhe 
very  methodically  made  out,  unlcfs  you  arc  determined  to 
widi-hoU  every  requifite  information  from  this  Houfe, 

Falue  of  Jlores  and  materials  contraSid  fbr  and  to  be  pur- 
chafed  for  bis  Majejifs  Jhips  and  yards* 

Wages  H  inferior  officers  and  workmen  in  bis  A£ajefifs  fevad 
dock-yards^  &c. 

Faltte  of  flores  and  materials^  for  the  ufe  of  the  feuerd  n/f- 
yards* 

Wages  to  feamen^  calculaied  upon  the  iifi  received  from  tht 
admiredty^  ofjbips  to  be  employed  atfea  in  the  cowfeoftk 
year. 

Value  of  provijlons  to  be  purcbafedj  &c«  &c. 

Thefe  are  enough  for  a  Specimen  ;  the  farther  diftribtitios 
of  the  heads  of  naval  eftimates  may  be  feen  in  the  origid 
paper  itfelf  in  your  journals. 

Let  us  know  what  we  are  doing.  What  is  it  that  yoo 
cannot  compute  ?  Have  you  not  made  provifion  for  flora 
and  materials  neceflary  to  careen,  repair,  and  refit  yoo: 
fleet  at  Halifax  ?  or,  if  that  place  fliould  fall  into  thchardi 
of  the  Provincials,  have  you  made  no  fupplcmental  pror!- 
'  fion  for  the  fafety  of  the  navy  at  the  diftance  of  thrct 
thoufand  miles  ^  Let  us  have  the  option,  whedtcr  we 
will  feck  our  fafety  (more  frugally  at  leaft)  by  a  timely  re- 
conciliation with  the  once  hofpitable  fliore  of  America,  or 
upon  the  dependence  of  fome  wild  eftimates  of  adminiftn- 
tion,  made  for  commifiaries  and  contradors  %  or,  whicli  k 
moft  jkrobable,  muft  we  patiently  ftand  by  the  ccmfcqucnccs 
of  their  total  ncgleft  of  every  prudent  and  neceflary  pre- 
caution }   \ 

As  for  the  cxtraordinaries  of  the  land-fervice,  fomc  cfli- 
mate  may  likewife  be  made  of  them,  as  well  as  of  the 
naval  cxtraordinaries  ;  or,  how  are  they  to  be  provided  for? 
What  elfe  is  to  guide  adminiftration  in  the  execution  a 
their  own  plan  ?  Does  not  general  Howe  inform  the  adnii- 
niftwition  from  time  to  time  what  neceflaries  he  may  hd 
yx  need  of?  His  general  letters  of  re<)uifi|ioo  during  the 
4  •  la?. 
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Inil  campaign  ate  How  lying  upon  the  table  ;  and  the  not)!e 
Lord  has  told  us,  that  Ae  miniftry  (fo  from  time  to  time 
receive  letters  of  more  explanatory  detail,  according  as  he 
forcfees  fiich  or  fych  neceffary  fervices.  Look  at  the  bill  of 
extras  for  the  laft  year :  are  they  not  elaiTed  methodically 
into  hcad^  of  Supply  to  the  forces  at  Bofton-^-^at  Afofttnal—* 
S^ebecy  tcc.'''Qoatbing  and  acccoutrements — Forage-'— Lhe* 
Jiock—Fegetables—BeeTy  &c.  &c.  *  Have  you  calculated 
any  of  thefe,  to  reduce  them  within  fome  efkimable  eompafs  ? 
or  do  you  merely  hold  out  your  meafure  to  the  ruinoufi 
profuiiQn  of  commiflaries,  and  the  mercilefs  avidity  of  con-^ 
traAors  ? 

The  laft  eftimate  of  extraordinaries  that  I  apply  for,  is 
from  the  board  of  ordnance.  Will  you  tell  us,  that  they  arc 
ftill  at  a  lofs  for  their  computation  ?  Is  their  powder  not 
yet  fhipped  ?  Are  their  guns  hot  yetcaft  ?  Are  their  fcaling- 
ladders  not  yet  made  ?  Are-  their  baggage-waggons  not  yej 
built  ?  Give  us  the  beft  account  you  have  ;  if  it  be  but 
an  eftimate  of  the  wagons  which  were  reviewed  the  other 
day  by  the  mafter-general  of  the  ordnance  in  Portman* 
icjuare. 

You  may  give  plain  and  dired  anfwers  to  thefe  enquiries, 
.if  you  mean  well :  It  is  not  a  captious  or  perplexing  eftimate 
that  I  aik  for,  to  an  ounce  of  powder,  or  a  gun-lock,  or  a 
hand'^fpike,  I  fpeak  upon  the  fcale  of  millions.  You  either 
cannot  give  thelc  eftimates,  or  you  will  not.  If  you  will 
not,  ipeak  out,  -chat  we  may  know  what  we  have  to  depend 
upon.  If  you  acknowledge  that  you  cannot,  then  will  you  • 
dare  to  undertake  the  conduft  of  that  war  of  which  you  con- 
fels  your  own  inability  to  form  even  an  idea  or  an  eftimate  ? 
Will  this  Houfe,  will  the  public  at  large,  commit  a  propofcd 
armament  of  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  thoufand  men,  with  a 
hundred  fhips  of  force,  at  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand  miles 
and  upon  a  line  of  a£tion  of  fifteen  hundred,  with  the  na- 
tional honour  at  ftakc,  to  the  hands  of  thofe  men,  who  pro* 
fcfs,  their  inability  to  form  any  eftimate  but  for  the  emolu- 
ment of  commiffaries  and  contra^ors  } 

If  the  minifter  will  condefcend  to  lay  the  true  ftate  of  the 
nation  fully  before  Parliament,  the  qucftion  will  then  be 
fairly  before  this  Houfe  and  the  public,  whether  they  will, 
with  their  eyes  open,  enter  into  a  civil  war,  which  in  any 
event  itiuft  feed  upon,  and  exhauft  every  vital  iburce  of  this . 
country,  at  the  certain  expence  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  for 
this  vcar  >  Whether  they  will  double  that  expence  in  the  next 
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campaign  ?  And  whether  they  will,  in  a  third  year,  commit 
themfelves,  helplefs,  exhaufted,  and  defencelefs,  to  the  mer- 
cy of  France  or  Spain,  and  of  every  power  in  Europe  that 
can  build  its  future  profpcrity  upon  our  ruin  ?    Have  we  for- 
got that  it  was  the  dtfcontent  of  taxes  and  anticipations  in  the 
laft  war  that  brought  us  down,  when  in  the  full  career  of  vic- 
tory over  the  hereditary  enemies  of  this  country,  to  become 
the  humble  fiiitors  of  a  \imid  peace  ?  That  it  was  this  want 
of  forecaft  in  the  day  of  our  then  profperity,  which  has  ch- 
tailed  upon  us  that  load  of  millions  which  DOth  then  and  lince 
have  fcverely  fcrvcd  to  quicken  the  fenfe  of  humiliating  rcfti- 
tutions,  and  the  regret  of  viftories  wantonly  thrown  away  ? 
—Then  let  \xi  be  wifer  now.    The  eftimates  that  I  call  for 
arc  not  only  in  the  higheft  degree  neceffary,  but  perfeftly 
prafticable.     To  tell  us,  that  the  precedent  from  which  I 
take  my  example,  of  the  naval  eftimates  delivered  in  1772, 
was  in  the  time  of  peace,  is  only  faying,  that  it  was  left  ne- 
ceffary then  than  it  is  now*     My  only  reafon  for  making 
this  motion  now  is,  becaufe  we  are  not  at  peace.     Nor  can 
the  wifeft  of  us  all  forcfcc  the  day,  if  you  proceed  a  fingle 
ftep  farther  in  thcfe  fatal  meafures,  when  this  country  may 
return  to  peace  again. 

I  have  now  explained  to  the  Houfe  the  fubftance  and  view 
of  my  motions  for  eftimates,  which  I  fear  will  not  be  com- 
plied with,  as  I  fee  no  token  of  confcnt,  or  of  any  difpofition 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfc,  to  depart  from  their  c«fto- 
mary  lecrecy  and  filence  :  If  tlie  noble  Lord,  with  his  bet- 
ter lights  and  luperior  abilities,  will  lay  before  us  the  proper 
cftiinates  and  information,  my  end  will  be  anfwcred.  If 
not,  I  can  only  offer  to  the  Houfe  (what  I  could  not  offer  to 
thcrti  aa  an  objeft  of  any  attention  but  at  a  dead  lift)  my  poor 
fervices  to  hunt  out  thefe  matters  of  inquiry,  upon  i'uch  lights 
as  are  not  confined  within  the  pale  of  official  departments. 

The  whole  extent  of  my  propofition  is  this ;  cither  that 
the  noble  Lord  Would  lay  before  this  Houte  the  bcft  evidence 
and  information  upon  tlie  cafe,  by  authentic  eftimates ;  or 
that  he  will  allow  me  to  offer  my  conjefVural  eftimates,  as  a 
_ground  for  the  Houlc  to  come  to  ibme  lafe  opinion  Upon ;  or 
that  he  will  give  himfclf  the  trouble  to  point  out  in  what 
pans  he  may  think  them  materially  erroneous* 

Having  no  wi(h  to  mifreprefent,  and  hardly  room  to  exag- 
gerate, I  commit  myfclf  freely  to  the  candour  of  the  Houie 
in  the  inveftigation  of  thofe  neceflary  points  of  information, 
in  which  we  art  ncft  likely  to  receive  any  afiiftance  from  more 
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authentic  eftimates.  I  will  endeavour  to  be  as  diftin^^  and 
methodical  as  I  can,  at  the  fame  time  trufting  that  the  noble 
Lord  will  not  cavil  with  me  for  little  matters.  Points  of  mi- 
nute accuracy  may  be  referved  for  fome  other  day.  A  few 
thoufands  more  or  lefs  make  no  difference  in  my  argument ; 
I  ^pcak  upon  the  fcale  of  millions. 

To  bring  the  whole  queftion  into  one  point  of  view,  we 
jhould  ftate  the  following  particulars : 

Firft,  The  fums  already  voted  upon  cftiriiate        ^. 

for  the  prefent  year  -  -  6157000 

adly,  The  fum  remaining  to  vote  upon  efti- 

mate,  computed  at  -  -  750000 

3dly,  The  probable  cxcefs  of  the  cxpences  of 
thenavy ,  army,  and  ordnance,  over  and  above 
the  proviiions  already  made,  computed  at 


48» 


Thefe  three  fums  will  make  the  total  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  1776  -  ^  . 
To  which  we  muft  add, 
4thly,  The  amount  of  the  prefent  out-ftand* 
ing  debts,  viz. 
Navy  debt  on  31  Dec,  1775     "     2698000 
Exchequer  bills          -          -         1250000 
Civil  liil  debt,  as  ftated  by  Lord  Stair  800000 


Making  a  ^ofs  total  6f 

Deduaing  from  this  total, 
5thly,  One  year's  produce  of  the  ordinary  re- 
venue, computed  at  ^  . 


5300000 


12207000 


4748000 
16955000 


4950600 


The  remainder  unprovided  for  will  then  be  -  1 2005000 
If  the  expence  of  the  cxtraordinarics  Ihould  exceed  the 
proportion  above  ftated,  of  which  I  cj^i  have  no  doubt,  if 
this  armament  goes  on  according  to  its  prefent  train,  juft  in 
the  fame  proportion  will  this  lafi  unprovided  fum  of  twelve 
millions  and  five  thoufand  pounds  be  increafcd*  To  avoid 
the  leaft  imputation  of  aggravating  matters,  I  have  ftated  the 
extras  of  the  three  fervices  at  no  morethan  five  millions  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  and  I  defire  that  it  may  be  re- 
membered that  this  was  my  reafon :  We  may  compute  thel' 
leaft  poffible  fum,  but  the  greateft  poffible  amount  is  iricom- 
putable.  I  will  not  venture  to  fay  what  that  m^y  be«  Thi| 
is  the  true  ftate  of  the  queftion  in  ope  vi?w,  without  aggrava- 
R  r  r  s^  tioa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


48a  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  17  76. 

tion  or  colouring.  Upon  the  balance  of  this  year  there  will 
remain  unprovided  for,  the  fum  of  twelve  millions^  or  perhaps 
a  great  deal  more,  ... 

X  will  {low  enter,  as  fhortly  as  I  can,  into  the  detail,  to  jufti- 
fy  the  eftimates  of  the  feveral  articles  as  I  offer  them  to  the 
Houfe ;  ^ways  remembering,  as  I  faid  before,  that  I  ipeak 
upon  the  fcah  of  millions.    The  twelve  millions,  which  I 
ftate  as  remaining  unprovided  for,  may  be  fifteen  millions ; 
or,  if  it  ihould  poifibly  prove  no  more  than  ten  millions, 
though  the  latitude  fecms  very  great,  yet,  in  my  opinion, 
the  argument  is^  not  altered ;  for  I  hope  that  neither  this 
Houfe,  nor  the  public  at  large,  being  apprized,  and  in  their 
fober  4n(es,  would  be  reconciled  to  laddie  tjiemielves^  at  the 
end  of  this  year,  with  an  unprovided  fum  of  ten  millions, 
for  a  mere  poffible  pittance  of  revenue  from  America,  to  be 
balanced  by  the  certain  deftruftion  of  national  commerce, 
and  even  that  poor  poffible  pittance  requiring  to  be  coUeded 
and  maintained  by  a  perpetual  ftanding  force  and  civil  war. 
But  to  return  to  the  articles  of  my  eftimate  : 
*The  firft  article  is  the  amount  of  the  fums 
already  voted,  being  merely  a  fummaatioa 
of  the  articles  as  ftanding  upon  the  votes,      £.  6i57cx)0 
The  fecond  article  of  eftimates  remaining 
to  vote,  ftated  at         -.  -  -  7SOO00 

I  explain  thus, 
Militia  to  be  embodied       *       500COO 
;  Sundry  fcrvices        •  '      -         250000 

Toul    £.  75000^ 
As  for  the  eftimate  of  the  militia,  I  have  taken  it  finom 
your  journals  during  the  late  war.    I  do  not  know  that  it  will 
be  voted  at  all  this  year ;  but  that  it  feems  reaibnaUe  to  fop- 
pofe,  that  the  roininry  will  not  leave  us  unguarded  at  home, 
and  becaufe  a  fpecial  aa  has  been  paired  this  feffion  to  enable 
ti^e  King  to  do  it.     It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  I  fhonkl 
know  whether  the  whole  is  likely  to  be  called  out,  or  only 
part,  or  what  part  or  proportion ;  for  I  verily  believe  the  mi« 
niftry  do  not  know  tbemfelves.     As  to  the  twa  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  for  fundry  fcrvices,  I  include  fome  efti- 
mates alrefkdv  lying  upon  th^  table  unprovided  for.— The 
deficiency  ot  the  funds  of  i758^'r'poffibly  fomo  deficiency  of 
the  grants  of  laft  year — pofiibiy  fome  coinage  expences^--* 
the  rebuilding  of  Somerfet-Houfc>  &c,  &c« — So  much  for  tho 
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firft  and  fecond  articles  }  the  third  is  that  which  reqmres  the 
moA  difcuffion.  ^ 

The  totad  of  the  third  article  being  -  £.  5300QOO 
I  divide  thus^ 

Naval  extras        -       £.  25ooocx> 

Army  extras  -  25cxxxx> 

Ordnance  extras        *  300000 

Total  £.  5300000 
As  for  the  naval  extras,  the  iingle  article  of  traniport 
fervice  and  viftualling,  will  go  deep  into  two  millions  five 
hundred  thoxifand  pounds  :  there  is  an  eftimate  which  I  have 
feen  in  print,  drawn  tip  by  an  experienced  and  able  hand, 
of  all  the  neceflary  attendances  upon  an  army  of  thirty 
thoufand  men ;  in  tHat  eftimate,  the  neceifary  tranfports  are 
ftated  at  two  hundred  thoufand  tons.  Then  compute  two 
hundred  thoufand  tons  at  eleven  (hillings /«r  ton  per  month 
or  inore,  and  ^dd  the  vidualling  eftimates,  that  is  enough 
for  tbe  iirft  article  towards  the  two  millions  iive  hundred 
thoufand  pounds.  The  next  article  is  beyond  my  power  to 
Specify  ;  but  I  think  I  may  venture  to  affume,  that  the  prc- 
fent  armament  of  one  hundred  fliips  of  force  in  America 
canngt  poiiibly  be  manned  without  ten  or  fifteen  thoufand 
men  mere  than  the  number  of  men  as  yet  voted.  Your 
feamen,  exclufive  of  marines,  which  are  chiefly  ufed  as  land 
forces,  and  many  of  them  now  ihut  up  in  Bofton,  amount 
to  but  little  oKOre  than  eighteen  thoufand.  Your  American 
armament  fingly  would  require  that  number.  Your  foreign 
Rations  cannot  be  firipped.  The  Eaft  Indies,  the  Weft 
Indies,  the  Mediterranean,  Newfoundland,  your  home 
guard,  many  convoys  that  will  foon  be  applied  for  (I  have 
myfelf  applied  for  one  convoy  already)  oi^ht  to  be  fupplied 
with  as  many  more.  Calculate  the  feamen,  with  their 
bounty  money  or  prefs  money,  and  their  ordinary  rate  of 
expeoce;  then  add,  ftores  confmned  and  deftroyed,  pro* 
vlfions  for  Ihips  in  fea-fervice,  intereft  runiyng  on  upon  navy 
bills,  old  arrears  coming  to  light,  with  an  endlefi  catalogue 
of  nevert-failing  items^  and  I  think  I  Ihall  have  out^gone 
my  ftint  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

Comparing  thefe  confiderations  with  the  amount  of  the 
total  naval  exponce  of  the  early  years  of  the  late  vnr  1757 
and  I75&>  the  refulti&to  the  fame  conclufion;  therefore  I 
fhall  pais  on  to  the  iecond  fum  of  two  millions  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  calculated  for  army  extras.    If  I  could  form 
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any  gucfs  of  the  price  of  a  bufliel  of  wheat,  or  of  a  fack  of 
oats,  tranQ)ortcd  by  force  of  arms  from  Bear  Key  to  Ticon- 
dcroffa,  or  Crown-Point,  I  might  hope  to  make  fome  im- 
prcfhon  upon  this  cftimate.  It  muft  put  to  fcom  all  cfti- 
mates  from  German  extraordinaries ;  and  yet  the  extraordi- 
narics  for  fcvcral  years  of  the  late  war,  for  forage  and  pro- 
vilions,  amounted  to  four  or  five  millions  per  annum.  The 
petty  extraordinaries  of  a  few  men,  circunifcribed  within  the 
peninfula  of  Bofton  for  a  few  months,  has  amounted,  by  the 
accounts  of  the  laft  year,  to  an  enormous  fum ;  then  what 
cftimate  (hall  we  form  for  a  twelvemonth's  provifion  and 
forage  for  an  army  of  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  men  at  the 
diftance  of  three  thoufand  miles  from  home,  befieging  and 
beficged,  fpread,  or  at  leaft  expefting  to  be  Ipread,  over  that 
immenfe  continent,  but  without  one  hofpitable  acre  to  afford 
tlicm  fuftenance  !  It  is  out  of  my  bounds  to  undertake  the 
calculation.  If  I  have  not  over-rated  the  total,  it  is  enough 
for  my  argument ;  and  I  fear,  when  the  bill  comes  to  be 
paid,  it  will  be  more  than  enough  for  us  all.  As  to  the 
office  of  ordnance,  one  word  will  fettle  that  account  ;  their 
ulual  ftint,  during  the  laft  war,  for  extras  was  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  a  year.  In  the  year  1775  ^^T  S^^  up  to  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three  thoufand  pounds  for  extras  ;  and  I 
dare  believe,  that  their  induftry  will  not  be  backward  to  fup- 
port  the  good  old  cuftom  of  a  round  fum  for  unaccounted 
extras. 

Having,  as  I  hope,  verified  my  eftimate  for  the  extras, 
and  clearly  having  not  over-rated  them,  I  am  returned  to  my 
firft  toul  of  the  expences  of  1776,  as  ffated  above  at 

^.12207000 
.    The  amount  of  the  prefent  out-ftanding  debt, 
as  already  explained  —  — **.        4748000 

The  total  of  the  fupply  of  1776,  added  to  the 
debts  outfbmding,  amounts,  as  before  ftated,  to       16955000 

As  for  the  amount  of  the  ordinary  revenue, 
there  cannot  be  much  difpute, 

A  four  fhilling  land-tax,  and  the  malt-duty, 
yield  net  about  -•— -     '  —        ^.2250000 

The  finking  fund,  upon  an  average  of  five 
years,  fomewhat  lefs  than  -^-—  2700000 

■  Toul       4950000 
The 
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The  remainder  thcrcfoTe  unprwicfed  for  will  £. 

be,  as  I  ftated  it  before  ——  1 2005000 

But  that  I  may  not  fecm  to  exaggerate,  I  do  not  ftate  that 
it  is  indilpenfible  to  provide  for  the  whole  of  the  twelve 
millions,   becaufe  I  know  it  has  been  cuftomary,   though 
not  commendable,  to  fuffcr  an  out-ftanding  debt  of  two  of 
three  millions.     And  to  be  pcrfeftly  explicit,  I  wifli  to  ftate 
the  precife  fum  which  will  be  neccffarjf  before  the  end  of  this 
very  year,  to  place  us  in  the  fame  condition  as  we  were  before 
the  American  war.     I  think  it  very  fair  to  take  my  line, 
from  the  noble  Lord's  own  cooduft,  refpefting  the  outftand- 
ing  debt.     In  his  adminiftration,  the  navy  debt  has  been  re- 
duced as  low  as  one  fnillion  and  eighty-two  thoufami  pounds, 
and  the  exchequer  bills  to  onc^  million.     I  fhall  tlierefore  on    • 
this  head  throw  in  another  million,  and  ftrike  off  three  mii- 
lions  from  my  laft  total  of  twelve  millions.  The  noble  Lord's 
own  condud .  marks  what  even  a  mintfter  thinks  to  be  the 
reafonable  line   of  indulgence,  and  juftiiies  me  in  faying, 
that  the  leaft  fum  to  be  raifed,  which  can  be  fufficient  to 
reftore  this  country  to  that  degree  of  cafe  and  affluc|ice  (fuch 
as  it  was)  which  we  enjoyed  before  this  American  war^   muft 
be  nine  millions.     I  make  no  demands   of  imprafticable 
aufterity,  with  any  view  to  aggravate ;  but  I  ftate  the  fimple 
and  certain  difference,  fuch  as  it  will  be  at  the  end  of  this 
campaign,  with  the  fituation  in  which  a  commendable  at- 
tention of  the  noble  Lord  in  the  early  parts  of  his  miniftry 
had  once  placed  us.     I  call  it  the  certain  difference  of  nine 
millions,  becaufe  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  extras,  as 
eftimated  at  five  millions  three  hundred  thoufand  pound^,^ 
muft  be  much  below  tihe  mark ;  if  fo,  the  refult  of  the  v^hole 
is  this ;  that  the  nation  muft  bie  prepared  to  fupport  the  bur- 
den of  ten  or  twelve  ODuUions  at  the  end  of  this  year  for  th« 
American  war. 

I  have  often  ftated  thefe  matters  to  the  noble  Lord  in  this 
Houfe,  without  any  correftion  from  him  as  having  over- 
rated diem»  I  told  Uie  country  gentlemen,  both  laft  year  and 
this  year,  that  they  muft  take  dieir  leave  of  a  three  fhilling 
land-tax;  the  fourth  is  mortgaged  in  perpetuity.  If  you 
are  already  teii  or  twelve  millions  deep,  where  will  you  be  in 
the  next  year,  and  the  next  ?  and  what  taxes  or  funds  are 
you  provided  with,  or  can  you  find  ?  A  noble  perfon  (the 
earl  of  Stair)  has  given  us  a  very  .accurate  ftate  of  the  public 
revenue,  and  has  fhewn  that  the  annual  furplus,  even  of  a 
four  Ihilling  eftabliihment|  is  but  about  five  hundred  thou- 
fand 
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fand  pounds  a  year :  how  it  thh  pittance  to  clear  off  z 
debt  of  ten  millions  ?  or,  if  you  go  on  widi  tliefe  dcftrcc^ 
tivc  mcafurcs,  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  millions.  Take 
off  the  fourth  fhilling,  and  you  will  Hud  the  remainder 
barelv  equal  to  your  peace  cftabllfhment ;  therefore  the 
fourth  {hilling  upon  land  is  all  that  you  have  left  to  clear 

Jrour  debts,  or  to  provide  for  future  contingencies^  till  the 
anded  gentlemen  ihall  confent  to  give  fix  Ihillings  in  the 
pound. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  draw  up  my  motions,  ai^gumenta- 
tively  dependent  upon  each  other,  in  the  manner  and  order 
that  I  have  opened  thc^^  viz.  Thefervices  of  1776, — 
the  debts  out-ftanding, — the  ordinary  ways  and  means,-*- 
and  the  deficiency  unprovided  for. — That  they  may  ftand 
i^n  your  journals,  as  a  caveat  at  leaft  entered  before  theie 
fatal  meafures  are  irrttrievable.  But  as  I  do  not  mean  10 
throw  out  any  falie  colouring,  either  to  the  Houfe,  or  to 
the  public  by  the  means  of  your  votes^  and  as  one  of  mv 
xisiblutions  contains  a  recital  of  the  total  navy  debt,  ie^ 
therefore  )t  fhould  appear  that  I  made  a  demand  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  whole,  I  Ihall  offer  to  the  Houfe  a  fubfequem 
refolution,  explsuning  what  proportion  of  die  navy  debt  I  do 
think  it  neceffary  to  have  diiicharged,  for  die  better  fecurity 
of  public  credit,  viz.  The  navy  bills  outfbtnding,  or  at 
leau  fuch  part  as  now  carry  iatereft  at  fimr  pmr  unt.  amount* 
lag  to  about  one  oiilliofi  fix  hundred  thoufimd  pounds  (exclu- 
five  of  intereft)  as  appears  by  a  paper  laid  this  day  upoQ  your 
table  at  my  requeft.  The  paper  is  intituled  **  An  acxouat 
of  navy,  vidualling,  and  tranfport  bills  outftanding  en  the 
39^1  of  February,  1776." 

The  reatims  which  induce  me  to  offer  this  meafare  to  the 
Houfe,  are  in  my  poor  ojnnion  of  ibme  importance.  If  you 
look  at  your  navy  debt,  or  upon  the  paper  jufl  now  preient^ 
ed,  you  will  fee  that  there  are  more  bills  of  credit  dow  out- 
lUncing  than  in  any  year  for  the  firft  five  years  of  the  late 
war,  when  we  had  die  greateft  powers  in  EuTope  to  contend 
with.  What  defcription  of  mine,  or  even  what  poflible  ex- 
aggeration, could  paint  the  prefent  ftate  of  this  country  in 
more  alarming  colours  !  At  the  very  outfet  of  this  war  we 
are  driven  to  the  fame  fhifts,  which  We  were  not  driven  to  in 
the  late  war,  till  we  had  attained  every  objefk  of  it,  and  till 
by  the  vigorous  exertion  of  a  great  minifter,  we  had  girt  the 
globe  with  conqueft.  When  every  nerve  had  been  io  long 
Sxained,   and  fo  fucct&fuUy,   fomething  might  then  have 
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been  faid  for  flackemng  the  fpringSy  and  ekin^  out  with  ex- 
pedients ;  but  to  begin  with  fecret  fhifts  and  hazardous  ex- 
pedients, what  is  that  but  confeffing  to  a  certainty,  that  you 
lorefce  the  enormity  of  the  expence;  that  you  take  every 
means  of  concealing  it  from  the  public  eye ;  that  you  know 
and  feel  the  inability  of  your  country  to  fupport  a  civil  war, 
which  will  deftroy  every  fource  of  its  ftrength  and  power;  but 
that  you  are  fecretly  and  treacheroully  meditating  to  lead  us 
on,  confiding  as  we  are,  uninformed,  and  unfufpeAing  as 
you  would  have  us  to  be,  ftep  by  ftep,  to  ruin  ? 

The  public  have  been  alarmed,  and  perhaps  not  without 
Tealbn,  upon  fome  fuppofed  meafures  of  the  bank,  with 
re(pea  to  navy  bills.  Wherever  there  are  rayfteries  in  mat- 
ters of  importance  fufpicion  is  juftifiablc.  Immediately  after 
the  navy  debt  was  moved  for  in  Parliament,  it  was  announ- 
ced, that  the  bank  had  Hopped  their  hands  in  buying  up  navy 
bills,  and  they  fell  to  a  double  difcount.  It  was  the  calling 
for  the  navy  debt  that  firft  brought  to  light  the  total  amount 
of  the  outllanding  bills,  which  on  the  31ft  of  December 
1775  was  greater  than  in  any  of  the  five  firft  years  of  the 
late  war.  The  public  concluded  very  naturally,  tliat  there 
was  fomc  fecret  underftanding  between  tlic  miniftry  and  the 
bank  upon  this  fubjeft.  Doubtlefs  buying  up  jhe  navy  bills 
by  the  bank  was  a  voluntary  a£l  of  their  own,  even  if  it 
were  concerted  with  the  miniftry  ;  but  ftill  the  circumftances, 
taken  altogether,  appear  fufpicious.  Why  Ihould  the  bank 
have  prevented  themfelves,  as  they  fcem  to  have  done,  from 
purchafing  navy  bills  at  the  double  difcount  ?  For  the  mo- 
ment they  left  off  buying,  the  difcount  became  double.  Why 
fhould  they  even  feem  to  be  afiifting  to  government  in  their 
fyftem  of  contrafting  debts  fecretly  and  underhand  ?  This  is 
tender  ground.  It  was  not  originally  any  fufpicion  of  mine ; 
but  I  confefs  I  took  it  from  a  paper  circulated,  and  which  I 
believe  was  fent  to  moft  members  of  this  Houfc,  ftating, 
that  the  bank  had  advanced  above  eight  millions  to  the  trea- 
fury,  upon  diftant  funds,  out  of  the  reach  of  circulation,  to 
the  great  rifque  of  public  credit.  If  that  be  fo,  I  ftill  think, 
^s  I  did  when  it  was  firft  fuggefted  to  me,  that  it  is  a  moft 
dangerous  fyftem.  Its  tendency  is  to  convert  the  bank  of 
England  into  a  minifterial  engine  of  ftate  ;  and  the  danger 
nothing  Icfs,  than  making  the  executive  power  independent 
on  the  knowledge  and  confcnt  of  Parliament  for  money. 
May  not  twenty-four  direftors,  in  fome  future  time,  tc, 
prevailed  upon  materially  to  facrifice  the  intercft  of  the  pro- 
"VoL.  III.  S  8  8  prictors 
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prictors  at  large  to  fcrve  a  minifter  ?  Even  in  the  cafe  juft 
mentioned,  it  was  a  fortunate  incident  for  the  miniftry,  that, 
juft  at  a  time  when  it  was  their  objeft  to  get  what  advance  of 
money  they  could  in  fecret,  the  bank  fhould  feem  ftudious  to 
take  up  their  navy  bills  at  half  the  difcount  to  which  they 
fell,  upon  the  very  day  on  which  they  ceafed  to  purchafe.  1 
repeat  it  again,  this  is  tender  ground  ;  more  fo  than  is  gene- 
rally imagined,  ^ 

I  believe  no  one  can  doubt  the  refponfibility  of  lie  bank  of 
England  :  but  any  bank,  whether,  public  or  private,  may  be 
broken,  notwithfbmding  a  very  certain  final  refponfibility  of 
paying  twenty  fhillings  m  the  pound,  and  even  a  great  fiirplu* 
remaining.  It  is  a  ready  refponfibility  that  muft  fiipport  any 
bank  at  a  pinch ;  diftant  funds,  out  of  reach,  will  not  give 
fijpport  againft  a  fudden  alarm  and  run.  Any  indifcretion  of 
the  bank  in  advancing  large  fums  upon  very  diftant  fan^s,  may 
be  extremely  hazardous  to  themfelves,  and  to  every  Ihop, 
which  by  habit  and  gradual  cuftom  confiders  bank  notes  to  be 
as  good  as  c6in.  They  are  all  upon  one  bottom.  I  have  not 
all  the  alarms  about  paper  credit  that  fome  gentlemen  have, 
particularly  not  about  bank  paper ;  but  ftill  1  think  it  a  point 
of  material  prudence,  that  die  bank  Ihould  not  be  too  free  in 
advancing  millions  upon  very  remote  funds.  This  is  a  vcrr 
important  point.  I  hope  that  I  have  touched  it  tenderly.  I 
think  I  need  fay  no  more  in  fupport  of  my  laft  motion,  for  mak- 
ing a  fatisfaftory  provifion  for  the  outftanding  navy  bills. 

1  will  now  ftate  my  motions  as  they  follow  each  other  ar- 
gumentatively  in  order :  '  * 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  That  the  fupplies 

already  voted  in  this  feffion  amount  to  the  fum        £. 
(or  thereabouts)  of  -  -  -    6,157,000 

exclufive  of  feveral  other  fervices  as  yet  unpro- 
vided for  -  -  -        ***^*** 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  That  the 
expence  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1776  may 
probably  exceed  the  provifions  hitherto  made 
by  Parliament,  to  the  amount  of         -  -     2,500,000 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  That  the 
extraordinaries  of  the  land  forces  for  one  year, 
from  March  9,  1776,  may  probably  amount 
to  the  fum  of               -                -   ,  -     2,  joo^ooo 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  That  the 
cxpences  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land 
fcrvice  for   1776  may  probably  exceed  the 

provtfiont 
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provifioas  hitlierto  made  in  this  felEon  by  the  £. 

liim  of  -  -  •        300,cxx> 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  That  there  arc 

Exchequer  bills  outftanding,  charged  upon  the 

firft  aids  of  this  feffion,    to  tlie   amount  in 

principal  money  of  -  -  •     1,250,000 

That  it  appears  to  this  Houfe,  That  the  navy 

debt  on  the  31ft  of  December  laft  amounted  to 

the  fum  (or  thereabouts)  of  -  -     2,698,000 

^hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfcy  That  for  the  , 

better  ficurity  of  public  credit  it  would  be  proper 

to  provide  for  the  navyj  viSluallingy  and  tranfport 

biils^  outJlancSng  on  the  2gth  of  February^   1776, 

amounting  to  the  principal  fum  of  2,308,000/.  or 

thereabouts  (exclufiue  of  intereji  already  due)  or  at 

leajlforfuch  part  of  the  faid  bills  as  do  at  prefent 

carry  imerefi  at  4  per  cent. 

I  have  now  ftatcd  all  that  I  have  to  offer  on  the  fubjeft  of 
the  prefent  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  its  revenue,  which  I  ad- 
drefs  fpccially  to  the  noble  Lord  who  is  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. It  is  not  the  firft  time  that  I  have  addrefTed  him 
upon  that  fubjcA,.  and  to  this  very  efFefl:.  I  have  done  it 
many  times  in  this  feffion,  both  before  and  fince  Chriftmas ; 
but  he  has  alvyays  confined  himfelf  to  general  terms.  No  re- 
peated applications  have  been  able  to  extort  any  thing  ex- 
plicit from  him.  How  can  the  noble  Lord  juftify  fuch  fecrefy 
andfilence,  and  backwardnefs  to  communicate  information 
to  this  Houfe  at  this  important  crifis  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  his 
office  to  be  aftive  and  vigilant,  and  for^vard  to  apprize  this 
Hoafe,  in  time,  of  every  important  circumftance,  and  not  to 
leave  the  burthen  upon  private  and  uninformed  members  of 
dragging  every  unwilling  eilimateinto  day -light.  Why  will 
he  not  cultivate  the  confidence  of  the  Houfe  by  fair  and 
open  dealing  ?  What  intereft  can  the  noble  Lord  have  in 
keeping  us  in  a  ftate  of  deception  ?  Is  he  afraid,  that  if  the 
whole  truth  were  laid  before  us,  this  Houfe  and  the  public 
would  be  Icfs  fanguine  in  the  profecution  of  the  American 
war  ?  I  remember  the  day  when  the  noble  Lord  told  us,  that 
others  were  more  fanguine  and  impatient  than  himfelf. 
What  are  we  to  tliink  of  this  inconfiftence,  that  he  fliould 
fuffcr  himfelf  to  be  driven  to  every  fangulnary  meafure,  con- 
trary to  his  own  better  juclgaicnt  ?  He  profefles  tlie  moft 
earncft  dcfire  for  peace,  but  fubmits  to  and  fupports  every 
mcalure  and  principle  of  the  molt  fanguinary  kind.  In  the 
S  s  s  2  very 
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.  very  beginning  of  this  feliion  he  exclaimed  with  the  moft  ap- 
parent earheftnels '  and  iincerity.  Would  to  God  that  all 
things  were  as  they  were  in  1763  !  He  expreflly  declared  his 
readmefs  to  difpcnfe  with  taxation ;  he  has  even  propofed 
terms  with  America  (fuch  as  they  are)  which  at  leaft  proves, 
that  he  does  not  maintain  the  doftrinc  of  unconditional  ftib- 
/  miffion ;  the  next  day,  perhaps,  he  is  uken  to  talk,  and  in-r 
lulted  publicly  before  us  all,  for  his  indolence  and  inaftivity  ; 
then  again  he  refumes  his  taxation  and  compulfory  revenue  : 
He  fubmits  to  be  the  mere  inflrument  of  carrying  through 
this  Houfe  every  mercilefs  and  vindiftive  aft  that  is  fu^efted 
to  him ;  and  very  placidly  acquiefces  with  the  noble  LfOrd 
lately  advanced  to  the  head  of  the  American  department, 
who  declares  in  the  moft  peremptory  tone,  that  he  will  re- 
duce America  to  unconditioned  fubmiii^on  with  fire  and 
fword. 

The  place  of  firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury  has  uAsally  been 
confidered  as  the  poft  of  minifter  ;  but  whether  it  be  from  in- 
/  •  dolence  or  indifpofition  to  the  fcrvice,  we  know  not ;  certain 

however  it  is,  that  the  prefent  noble  f-ord  in  that  office  fuiFers 
himfelf  to  be  controuled  and  fuperfeded,  at  leaft  in  American 
mealurcs,     A  fecrctary  of  ftatc  for  the  American  department 
is  introduced,  to  give  vigour  to  fanguinary  meafures,  to 
counteraA  the  more  pacific  difpofition  of  the  apparent  mi- 
nifter, left  the  Houfe  fhould  catch  the  relenting  mood,  which 
in  truth  they  appear  very  well  difpofed  to,   whenever  the 
noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the  Treafurv  gives  the  leaft  open- 
ing.    Th^fe  are  the  difpofitions  whicn  all  his  friends  (and  I 
myfelf  am  not  without  my  partialities  to  him)  wi(h  to  fee  con- 
firmed into  fteady  and  perfevering  principles  of  aftion.     Why 
will  he  not  jufti^  tbe  favourable  opinion  of  his  friends,  by  a 
manly  adherence  to  the  line  of  lenient  juftice  ?  If  thefe  prin- 
ciples are  not  merely  tranfitory  and  complexional  in  him,  let 
him  confirm  them  by  his  aftions.     If  he  will  take  a  decided 
part  now,  according  to  his  profeffions,  and  not  fuiFer  himfelf 
to  be  over-ruled  by  fome  fecrct  and  deftruftive  influence,  he 
may  give  peace  to  his  country  and  to  America.     It  is  an  im- 
portant moment  that  does  not  fall  to  every  man's  lot.    A 
manly  fteadincfs,  and  exertion  of  tliat  influence  which  he 
poflefles,  may  rclcue  his  country  from  all  the  horrors  of  a 
civil  war ;  and  when  I  have  faid  thus  much  to  him,  his  own 
reflcftion  will  fuggeft  to  him,  that  the  man  who  has  fo  much 
\n  his  power,  and  neglcfts  the  exertion,  eitlier  through  in- 
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dolcncc  or  any  private  or  pcrfonal  views,  will  have  a  very 
heavy  load  of  ^ilt  lying  at  his  door. 

However,  Sir,  for  the  prefent,  and  with  refpeft  to  the 
materials  which  I  have  now  offered  to  the  Houfe,  I  fhall  con- 
fine my  addrcfs  to  the  noble  Lord  as  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, diftinft  from  the  efficient  and  refpOnfible  minifter  of 
the  American  war ;  a  diftinftion  which  perhaps  he  may  not 
be  difpleafed  with  at  prefent,  and  which  he  may  find  it  very 
material  to  be  able  hereafter  to  juftify. 

I  now  fubmit  myfclf  to  the  nt)ble  Lord's  comment  and  cor- 
redion,  if  I  have  fallen  into  any  matei;ial  error  in  my  cal- 
culations I  If  not,  I  will,  under  favor  of  the  Houfe,  rcfervc 
myfelf  for  a  few  words  upon  the  general  fubjeft  of  the  Ame- 
rican civil  war,  which  it  is  the  fole  and  ultimate  objeA  of  all 
my  prayers  and  labours  to  avert. 

Lord  'North  faid,  die  honourable  gentleman  looked  for  \A*N$rA» 
impoilibilities,  he  could  not  divine  what  the  expence  of  the 
campaign  would  amount  to.  It  was  impoifible  to  tell,  till 
the  expence  was  incurred ;  and  in  fome  inftances  not  till 
long  after.  Such  accounts  as  were  brought  into  the  refpec- 
tive  offices,  were  regularly  laid  before  the  Houfe,  and  that 
was  all  that  could  be  done.  He  was  againft  the  motion^  be* 
caufe  it  could  not  be  complied  with  ;  the  fums  might  be  right, 
but  the  Houfe  had  no  documents  before  them  to  come  to  fuck 
a  vote. 

Hon.  James  Luttrell  fupported  Mt.  Hartley's  motion  ;  but  Hob.  J^mn 
many  of  his  arguments  led  to  prove,  that  the  information ^"'"*^* 
required  by  Mr.  Hartley  would  be  very  infufficienr,  if  Par- 
liament were  to  be  impofed  on  by  fuch  mutilated  and  garbled 
eflimates  as  were  then  laid  upon  the  table,  tending  to  miflead 
rather  than  inform  the  Houfe ;  that  though  they  were  {o 
very  artfully  and  intricately  drawn  up,  that  it  would  be 
found  difficult  to  decypher  tnem,  it  was  indeed  unneceiTary 
to  attempt  it ;  for  he  would  undertake  to  prove  that-  they 
were  replete  with  fraud  and  impofition,  the  money  not 
having  appeared  to  be  applied  to  the  feveral  purpofes  for 
which  Parliament  had  granted  it ;  that  the  pradice  was  to 
raife  money  upop  falfe  pretences  ;  that  Parliament  had  voted 
6o,oool.  for  the  exprefs  purpofts  of  repairing  two  74  gun 
ihips  and  one  frigate,  not  a  fhilling  of  which  money  had 
been  fo  expended,  the  two  large  ihips  being  decayed  for  want  , 
of  repair,  and  the  frigate  broken  up  as  foon  as  the  money  was 
afked  for.  He  then  proved  feveral  other  impoHtions  not  lefs 
gro(s;  but  contended^  that  the  large  fupplies  granted  an-f 
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luiiilly  by  Parliament  were  fufficient,  with  good  managemcfitf 
to  aniwer  all  the  neccffary  expcnces  of  the  navy.  He  mewed, 
that  either  by  ignorance  or  fraud,  a  great  and  heavy  debt 
was  incurred  ;  but  faid  he  was  fure  that  the  Houfe  was  not 
before  acquainted  with  ^e  means  by  which  that  debt  was 
contrafted,  and  was  perfuaded  government  could  only  truft 
to  the  indolence  of  Parliament,  and  the  infufficiency  of  the 
eftimatcs,  to  (belter  themfelves  from  that  refentment  fuch 
iihpoiitions  on  the  public  and  infult  on  the  Commons  merited. 
He  then  ftated  that  more  than  half  a  million  of  money  had 
been  voted  for  naval  ftores  fince  177I9  exclufive  of  half  the 
four  pound  per  man  for  each  month,  which  is  a  very  great 
fupply  towards  the  wear  and  tear ;  that  feveral  articles  in  the 
ordinary  eftimates  have  increafed  nearly  double  in  the  fpace 
of  a  few  years ;  that  naval  ftores  fupplicd  by  America  before 
the  war,  had  of  late  years  fell  one  third  in  their  price  ;  that 
habour  moorings  now  flaod  government  in  5o>oooU  a  year, 
which  a  few  years  ago  did  not  exceed  20,cx)oU  though  they 
arc  not  fo  frequently  ihifted,  nor  attended  with  the  iame  ex- 
pence  as  formerly  ;  that  400,oooL  had  been  granted  annually 
towards  the  repairs  of  our  fleet,  which  is  more  than  double 
tJxii  fum  voted  the  year  after  the  war,  though  new  fhips  had 
ceplaced  many  of  the  olH  ones ;  and  die  fervice  our  navy  had 
been  employed  ia  daring  the  peace  could  not  occafion  the 
neceflity  ot  frequent  repairs.  He  then  ftatcd  many  more 
fUpplics,  fuch  as  264,795l-  for  improving  the  400,000!.  to- 
wards paying  off  the  navy  debt,  &c.  but  which  way  all 
thefe  fums  had  really  been  applied,  he  contended,  could  not 
be  traced  out  by  means  of  the  eftimates,  or  other  accounts 
laid  before  Parliament ;  certain  it  was  however  that  the  navy 
debt  (reckoning  the  400,0001.  granted  by  Parliament)  from 
the  31ft  of  December,  177 1,  to  the  31ft  of  December,  1775, 
had  increafed  from  i,i799375l-  i^s.  iijd.  to  3,098,579,oid. 
He  then  took  many  exceptions  to  feveral  articles  in  the  navy 
eftimate  layed  before  Parliament,  fuch  as  the  number  of  lea- 
men  charged  more  than  had  been  voted,  a  mutilated  account 
of  20,0961.  I2S.  ad.  as  the  whole  expence  that  appeared  for 
building  King's  (hips  in  contraftors  yards,  when  i7jS74i- 
granted  for  the  fame  purpofe,  had  been  fmugglcd  into  another 
cftimate  the  fame  year;  that  no  lefs  tiian  91,5241.  9$.  lod. 
was  not  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  inffcnuity  of  office,  but  by 
a  fupfofition  of  the  navy  boards,  that  there  might  be  more 
provifions  on  board  the  fliips  than  laft  year,  and  that  the 
price  was  higher*     He  concluded  by  iirfiftrng,  that  the  charge 
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of  96,2911.  58.  5d.  for  viftvalUng  land  forces,  omglitnotto 
have  been  included  in  die  navy  d^bt ;  and  in  fupport  of  this 
aflettion,  as  well  as  to  point  out  Ae  neccffity  of  a  flxiS  par- 
liamentary enquiry  into  the  many  impofitions  he  had  alluded 
to,  and  the  remeay  neceflary  to  be  applied,  he  defired  that 
the  clerk  might  read  an  addrcfs  from  the  Commons  to  the 
Cfown,  on  Thurlday,  May  31,   171 1,  in  which  they  fet 
forth,  that  it  is  their  privilege  to  adjuft  the  proportion  of  the 
money  they  grant,    or  are  for  the  like    of  ptiblic   credit 
bouna  to  pay  ;  that  when  the  furns  are  ftated  and  granted, 
thofe  through  whofc  hands  the  difpofition  of  them  paffes, 
are  not  to  be  allowed  in  any  ihape  to  alter  or  enlarge  them  4 
that  when  ufcs  arc  found  out,    fuch  as  Were  neither  voted 
nor  addreiled  for,  it  is  a  mifapplicatipn  of  the  public  money  ; 
the  Commons  fet  for^h  the   abuTe  of  diverting  feveral  fums 
iirbed  for  one  fervicc,  and  transferring,  them  to  other  pur- 
pofes,    for  which  they  were  not  intended,    and  that  fuch 
praftices  amount    to    attempts,    which  differ    very  little 
iram  levying  money  without  the  confent  of  Parliament  at 
all.     That  Ae  fum  of  66o,8o61.  7s.  7d.  charged  to  the  navy 
debt,  has  been  payed  for  viftaalling  land  forces  fent  to  the 
garrifiHi  of  Gibraltar,  &c.  for  which  no  dcduiftion  appears  to 
Ix  mad^  from  the  pay  of  thofe  forces,  nor  any  part  of  that 
Sum  re-affigned  to  the  viftualling,  which  is  a  breach  of  feve- 
ral afts  of  Parliament ;  and  the  addrefs,  fetting  forth  exaft 
fimilar  abtifes  to  thofe  now  praftifed  towards  the  navy,  prays, 
that  for  the  fake  of  her  Majefty's  henour,  and  for  the  public 
good,  (he  will  be  pleafed  to  remove  thofe  perfons  from  office 
and  public  truft,  who  have  been  found  guilty  of  fuch  frauds, 
and  that  they  may  be  profecuted  by  law  for  their  offences. 

Lord  John  Cavtniijh  feconded  Mr  Hartley's  motion.  He  ^^  7**» 
defired  to  know  what  money  would  be  -wanted,  that  the  ^'^""'^*' 
Houfe  might  be  enabled  to  judge  fairly  of  the  expediency  of 
the  undertaking,  and  entreated  that  adminift ration  would  de- 
fift  from  their  ftiameful  difingenuous  conduft,  of  bringing  in 
their  accounts  by  piece-meal,  recommending  to  them  to  fpeak 
out  like-men,  who  had  nothing  to  fear  or  conceal,  and  were 
ready  to  fubmit  the  meafure  at  large,  with  all  its  confe- 
qucnces,  to  tlie  eye  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Hartley.     Interefted  as   I  am   not  to  incur  the  dif-  Mr.  ftart^ 
pleafure  or  flight  opinion  of  the  Houfc,  which  muft   have/«y. 
been  my  puniihmcnt  if  I  had  prefumed  to  make  Tnyfelf  fo 
much  the  objeft  of  their  ?^ttention,  as  I  have  done  this  day, 
uyon  frivolous,  -crude,    unwarranted,  or  undigcftcd  mate* 
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rial^  I  now  addrefs  them  with  more  confidence,  as  the  nobU 
Lord  has  neither  denied,  nor  even  conteiled,  any  material 
faft  or  probable  calculation  which  I  have  offered  to  you. 
He  has  not  entered  much  into  detsul ;  but  he  has  told  us  in 
general  terms,  that  tlie  expence  muft  be  enormous ;  that  no 
cftimate  could  be  made  that  could  give  any  fatisfaAion  to 
parliament  (which  is  but  poor  encouragement  to  proceed  ;) 
that  it  has  not  been  ufual  to  forecaft,  or  to  provide  for  the 
aftual  expences  of  each  year  within  the7ear,  but  that  it  may 
be  proper  to  provide  for  a  few  navy  bills  ;  and  though  he  has 
not  confented  to  have  authentic  eftimates  laid  before  theHoufe, 
yet  he  has  given  a  full  confirmation  to  mine,  as  not  being 
exaggerated,  but  probably  much  under-rated. 

Upon  this  warrant  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
I  will  now  apply  myfelf  to  another  noble  Lord,  lately  ad- 
vanced to  the  head  of  the  American  department,  and  who  is 
therefore  to  be  confidered  as  {landing  in  the  place  of  efficient 
and  refponfible  minifter  for  the  prelent  civil  war.  As  to  the 
firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury,  his  meafures  have  been  vilified  ; 
his  plans  have  been  ridiculed ;  he  has  been  publicly  reproach- 
ed in  this  Houfe  with  indolence.  The  other  noble  Lord, 
who  is  not  of  a  difpofition  to  be  diftated  to,  is  now  brought 
forward  to  reftore  nrmnefs  to  our  counfels :  He  will  turn  over 
anew  leaf:  He  will  infpire  new  vigor  into  this  civil  war : 
His  principles  and  condu£k  have  always  been  confident :  He 
declares  uniformly  and  repeatedly,  m  the  rooft  peremptory 
tone,  that  he  will  never  confent  to  any  treaty  with  the  colo* 
pies  whatfoever,  previous  to  unconditional  iubmifiion.  Let 
this  noble  Lord  now  look  at  the  work  that  he  has  undertaken, 
and  the  fupport  that  he  is  likely  to  to  receive  from  his  collea- 
gues in  office.  Will  he  fit  patiently  in  his  place,  and  hear 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  admit  the  enormity  of  the 
financial  provifions  neceifary,  yet  openly  declaring  in  the 
Houfe  that  he  will  not  make  thofe  neceffary  provifions  ? 

I  appeal  to  the  Houfe,  if  the  noble  Lord,  who  is  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  did  not  admit  my  eilimates  of  the 
probable  expence  ot  this  year  to  be  under-rated,  at  the  fame 
time  declaring  that  he  would  not  make  provifion  for  them  in 
this  year's  account,  but  leave  them  to  time  and  chance  ? 
Concluding  with  telling  us,  that  it  might  be  proper  to  pro- 
vide for  a  few  navy  bills. 

Would  the  great  minifter  of  the  late  war  have  patiently 
fubmitted  to  luch  an  undifguifed  declaration  ?  No ;  nor 
I0^ould  he  imdcr  thofe  conditions  have  ftood  refponfible.    I 
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do  not  mean  to  inftigate  the  war :  No  one  will  ftifpeft  me 
of  that;  but  I  apply  to  the  difcretion  of  thofe  men  who  have 
iindcrtaken  it.  Granted,  that  they  can  ftill  think  it  may  be 
within  the  limits  of  poffibility  to  make  a  conqucft  of  Ame- 
rica (which  I  think  madnefs  ;)  yet  without  concert,  without' 
union,  without  fcamen ;  your  levies  not  raifed,  your  tranf- 
ports  not  hired,  your  embarkations  already  two  months 
after  their  time,  and  ftill  not  in  forwardnels ;  your  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  ftarving  the  fervicc ;  one  of  your 
commanders  declaring  in  his  plac^"  in  this  Houfe,  for  himfelf 
and  his  colleagues,  tliat  the  fervice  was  unfought ;  will  not 
xninifters  paufe  for  a  moment  ?  Is  the  profpeft  fo  encourag- 
ing, or  do  they  not  begin  to  fufpcft  that  rhey  have  under- 
taken more  than  they  can  accompliih,  at  leaft  in  tnc  difunion 
and  diftradion  of  their  prcfent  counfcls  ?  It  is  now  avowed, 
that  we  are  too  lale  to  expeft  the  conqueft.  of  America  in  this 
campaign ;  that  point  has  ilipt  already ;  fct  down  ten  or 
twelve  millions  more  for  that  ileepy  fit.  I  apply  to  the  pru- 
dence of  minifters,  whether  in  the  prefent  circumftances  at 
leaft,  they  may  not  think  it  advifable  to  relax  from  the 
peremptory  terms  of  unconditional  fubmiffion. 

The  whole  of  my  objeft  in  applying  to  you  this  day,  is  to 
jubmit  to  the  confideration  of  die  Houfe,  and  of  the  public, 
whether  for  the  fake  of  juftice,  and  upon  a  review  of  the 
ilatp  of  the  nation,  and  of  all  the  confequences  which  muft 
attend  this  fatal  war,  they  will  not  think  it  reafonable  and 
expedient  (if  this  armament  muft  proceed)  to  fend  at  the 
ieme  time  a  iblemn,  clear,  diftinft,  and  unambiguous  fpe- 
cification  of  juft  and  honourable  terms  to  be  offered  to  your 
colonies,  previous  to  anv  further  afts  of  hoftility.  I  think 
lliat  Parliament  owe  to  tneir  own  dignity,  and  to  the  honour 
of  the  kingdom  which  they  reprefent,  to  fet  up  the  ftandard 
of  national  juftice  upon  that  ground.  .  I  do  not  take  it  as  a 
£mple  propofition,  either  of  conceftion  or  accommodation, 
but  of  indifpenfable  juftice,  as  conneAed  with  thefe  arma- 
ments of  vengeance  which  you  are  preparing.  Let  it  be 
avowed  openly  and  unequivocally  to  every  miember  of  the 
conftitutiott)  that  the  Britifli  government  knows  no  other 
foundation,  and  acknowledges  no  other  principle  for  its  title 
and  demands,  but  the  compaA  of  rational  obedience  and- 
conditional  fubmiffion.  I  take  my  line  from  the  addrefs  and^ 
petition  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  London  lately  pre-* 
fented  to  the  throne*  That  addrefs  will  remain  to  the  lateft 
times  a  perpetual  teftimoay  and  memori^  of  their  prudence 
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and  diligence  to  dire£t,  as  far  as  their  influence  can  extend, 
the  movementfi  of  government  by  juftice  and  reafon,  and  of 
their  earneftnefs  and  zeal  for  die  lupport  of  good  order  and 
juft  obedience,  as  long  as  government  will  abide  by  their  part  of 
the  compaft.  No  people  can  be  bound  to  furrender  their 
rights  and  liberties  in  return  for  proteftion.  When  anV  go* 
vernment  make  fuch  demands,  the  compaft  is  void.  Thefe 
are  bold  and  manly  principles.  They  arc  the  pillars  of  our 
own  conftitutioOi  That  great  and  refpe£bable  corporation, 
Ac  city  of  London,  have  taken  a  decided  part  worthy  of 
themfelves.  They  eameftly  iim>lore  his  Majefty,  through 
tlie  means  of  Parliament,  to  aifure  the  colonies  that  they 
Ihall  be  protcfted  in  their,  rights  and  liberties,  and  upon  that 
ground  to  demand,  in  return,  rational  and  contented  obedi* 
ence.  Let  the  juftice  of  the  legiflature  ftand  vindicated  in 
the  conteft^  and  diey  offer  their  hands  and  hearts  to  fiip- 
port  you.  In  a  confederate  ftate,  where  there  are  depen- 
dences and  fubordinations,  the  term  of  a  fupreme  legillatnre 
has  a  very  intelligible  import ;  but  an  arbitrary  legiflatttre  is 
as  totally  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  found  and  juil  go- 
vernment, as  an  arbitrary  monarch.  Reafon  is  the  law  to 
legiflatures,  and  the  meaiure  of  obedience  to  {tibje£b« 

Whatever  be  the  event  of  this  unhappy  civil  contefl,  the 
city  of  London,  as  a  very  important  member  of  the  ftate, 
have  diicharged  their  duty  with  prudence  and  firmnefs. 
They  have  npt  prefumed  to  di&ate  the  terms ;  but  upon  the 
moft.  liberal  }>rinciples,  they  have  iuggefbd,  diat  the  funda- 
mentals of  this  government,  which  are  taxation  by  reprefen- 
tativeS|  and  iecurity  of  charters,  oughf^  in  the  ipirit  of 
juftice>.  to.be  confirmed  to  all  parts  of  the  Britifti  dominions. 
I  think  that  it  now  remains  with  us,  in  conjun&ion  with  the 
other  branches  of  the  legiflature,  to  fulfil  oor  parts*  If  we 
neffled  this,  ftep  of  juftice  now,  the  future  national  reproach 
will  lie  at  our  door.  The  anfwer  winch  the  city  of.  London 
have  received,  too  plainly  imports  unconditioiial  fubmiffioo, 
or  no  peace.  Whoever  has  advifec).  that  aBfwer,.and  ftill 
takes,  upon  himfelf .  to  periift  inflexibly  inthefe  principles, 
has  in  my  opinion  taken  a  very  defperatc  refponfibility  upon, 
bimfclf. 

If  minifters  have  no  regard  for  thehononT  SKid  jvflice  of 
their  country,  let  them  at  leaft  paufe  for  one  moment;  and 
before  tliey  cut  off  all  retreat,  let  them  refled  upon  their  pre- 
fent  enterprize  and  future  refMnfibility  :  And  6rtt,  I  apply 
myf^lf  to  the  wiidom  of  the  Houle  upon  the  aignmeats  of 

prodtnce, 
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prudence,  wKich  the  prefent  ftat3e  of  die  nation,  as  I  have  en* 
deavoured  to  lay  it  before  you,  feems  to  me  irreiiftibly  to 
iuggeft ;  I  then  addrefs  myfelf  to  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head 
of  the  American  department,  to  remind  him  of  his  own  re-^ 
iponfibility,  and  I  make  my  tender  to  him  of  the  propoiition 
of  conditional  terms,  as  ariiing  out  of  the  addrefs  of  the  city 
of  London  to  the  king.     I  have  drawn  up  the  fentiments  of 
that  addrefs,  in  a  form  of  an  addrefs  from  the  Houfe  to  th^ 
King,  which  I  confefs  appears  to  me  moft  indifpenfable,  and 
vrhich,  with  great  deference,  but  moft  earneftly,  I  recom-^ 
mend  to  the  coniideration  of  the  Houfe.    The  fubftance  of 
the  proportion  is  to  put  the  American  colonies  upon  the  fzmt 
footing  of  taxation  that  Ireland  is,  and  always  has  been } 
and  to  give  them  fecurity  for  charters.     If  you  do  not  me- 
ditate to  introduce  the  fame  innovations  into  the  mode  of 
taxation  in  Ireland,  which  you  have  attempted  in  America^ 
then  put  them  both  upon  the  fame  ground,  and  let  them  be 
mutually  a  fecurity  to  each  other.    The  example  of  Ireland 
is  entirely  pertinent  to  the -cafe  of  the  colonies;  your  pro«»- 
vinces  in  America  have  always  hitherto  been  upon  the  fame 
footing  in  taxation  as  Irelana.    Let  them  be  limply  replaced 
as  they  were,  aiul  then  the  principles  atid  uniformity  of  yout 
provincial  governments  in  all  your  dependencies  will  be  main- 
tained.    Y  our  colonies,  in  their  late  humble  and  dutiful  pe^i- 
tition  to  the  King,  have  implicitly  fubmitted  themfeWes  to 
his  wifdom  and  gracious  interpofition,  to  prefcribe  the  t^rms 
of  peace :  Then  let  thefe  terms  precede  your  aAs  of  ven^ 
seance.     Affure  to  them  the  fecurity  of  their  rights  and  li-^ 
perties,  and  then  make  your  demand' of  fubmiiliM. 

One  word.  Sir,  of  apolc^  for  myfelf.  My  fituation  i^ 
at  prefent  d^reffing  to  me.  I  have  fo  often,  troubled  yoia 
upon  the  iubje^^  of  America,  which  I  confefs  engrofiea  aH 
my  thou^ts,  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  trefpa6  upon  y6ut  ' 
patience  any  further,  efpecially  at  the  concluhon  of  an  intrlr 
cate  debate  upon  the  ftate  of  the  nation.  But  having  fet  be- 
fore you  on  tiie  one  fide  the  very  alarming^  though  real  ft&te 
of  things,  if  I  do  not,  on  the  other  hand,  offer  to  youf  tiie 
alternative,  by  which  you  may  srvert  the  calamities  iiAp^nd-* 
ing  upoa  this  country,  my  work  will  be  incomplete,  and  t!h^ 
ultiniate  oliyeA  of  k  will  be  fnaftrated.  Let  me  entreat  y6% 
to  open  the  door  to  reconciliation  and  peace,  and  not  to  drive 
them  from  you  while  they  are  yet  within  yovr  reacfr.  With  ' 
the  permiilion  of  the  Houfe,  I  will  read  tp  ycits  an  addrefr  tq 
the  King  fpr  fpecific  tcrm^of  peace  to  be  offered  to  the  oolo- 
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nies*  I  will  importune  you  no  farther,  but  to  recommend 
it  to  the  ferious  confideration  of  the  Houie  ;  I  wifh  I  might: 
add,  to  their  adoption,  that  it  mi^t  receive  the  weight  of 
their  (an£tion  and  authority  before  it  be  too  late. 

It  is  as  follows :    - 
^  **  That  an  humble  addrefi  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  let- 
ting forth.  That  this  Hoafe,  having  taken  into  their  lerioos 
confideration  the  very  alarming  ftate  of  the  prefcnt  diftur- 
bances  in  America,  and  the  runous  profpe£V  thence  arifiiig 
to  the  commerce  and  public  credit  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and  to 
the  fafcty  of  all  his  Majcfty's  dominions,  together  with  the 
enormous  debt,  deficiencies,  and  boundlefs  expence  which 
every  day  and  hour  accumulate,  out  of  meafure,  in  this  dc- 
ftruaive  and  exhaufting  civil  war;  and  that  his  Majeftj's 
faithful  Commons  being  moft  anxious  to  provide  for  the 
peace,  profperity,  and  fecurity  of  all  his  Majcfty's  domi- 
nions, and  to  fave  the  effufion  of  blood,  and  thinking  that 
the  moft  probable  means  of  reftoring  peace  to  his  Majcfty's 
fubjefls  in  Amarica,  and  of  fecuring  their  conftitutional  de- 
pendence on  Great-Britain,  would  be,  to  empower  his  com- 
miflioner  or  commiflioners  to  offer  to  them  ibme  fpecific  line 
of  rational  obedience,  inftead  of  unconditional  fubmiffiony 
and  to  ^ive  them  afturance  of  redrefs  to  all  their  reaibnable 
complamtsof  grievances,  together  with  a  full  fecurity  of  all 
their  conftitutional  rights ;  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  his 
Majefty  to  give  inftrudions  to  his  commiffioner  or  commii^ 
iioners  to  iilue  a  proclamation  in  his  MajeAy's  name,  de- 
claring, That  his  Majefty's  colonies  in  America  fhall  be  put 
upon  the  fame  footing  of  giving  and  granting  their  own 
money,  by  their  own  reprelentatives,  as  his  Majefty's  fub- 
je£ts  m  Ireland  are,  and  always  have  been;  and  that  all 
fch^rtert  which  have  at  anj  time  been  granted  to  any  of 
the  faid  colonies  by  his  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  predcceflbrs, 
fhall  be  confirmed  and  fecured  to  them ;  and  to  aifure  his 
Majefty,  that  this  Houfe  will  give  his  Majefty  every  poffiblc 
afSuance  to  put  fuch  afTurantes  into  full  cm6t  and  execu- 
tion," 

A  negative  was  put  upon  ail  the  motions  except  the  laft, 
|diftingui(hed'  by  Italics  in  page  489)  upon  which  Lord 
pilortli  put  the  previous  queftion.     There  was  no  divifion. 

Private  buiinefs. 
Adjourned  to  April  |8, 
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Jpril  iS» 
Adjournecl  to  the  24th. 

Jpril  24* 
Xhe  day  appointed  for  opening  the  budget. 

Lord  North  began  with  recapitulating  At  grants  made  U»4  JTor^ 
e  committee  of  iupply,  which  he  fsiid,  amounted  to  nin« 
illions  ninety-feven  thoufand  pounds^  confifting  of  the 
my,  navy,  ordnance,  navy-debt,  expence  of  coinage,  cx- 
lequer  bills,  deficiencies  of  land  and  malt,  deficiencies  oF 
ants,  and  mifccUaneous  articles* 

He  next  flited  the  fums  granted  in  the  committee  of 
lys  and  means^  confifting  of  land  and  malt,  produce  of 
e  finking  fund  and  exchequer  bills,  to  be  ifTued  for  die 
rvice  of  the  year  1776,  all  which  amounted  to  (even 
illions  one  hundred  and  forty  three  thoufand  pounds. 
Tlie  difference  between  the  amount  of  grants  and  monietf^ 
rovided  for,  he  computed  to  be  one  million  nine  hundred 
id  fift^-fix  thoufiiad  pounds. 

He  informed  the  committee,  that  to  balance  this  defi* 
ency  between  the  grants  and  fupplies,  he  meant  to  borrow 
vo  millions,  which  would  make  an  overplus  of  fixty-fbur 
loufand  pounds. 

To  raife  this  flim,  he  propofed  that  annuities  fhould  be 
ranted  at  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  on  one  million  four 
undred  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  the  other  fix  hundred 
loufand  pounds,  to  be  raifcd  by  lottery,  the  prizes  (tf  which 
xre  to  be  funded  and  incorporated  into  the  two  millions 
ock;  that  is  to  fay^  every  roan  fubfcribing  one  hundred 
ounds,  fhould  be  intitled  to  intereft  for  feventy-feven 
ounds  ten  fliillings,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  an- 
tun,  and  have  three  lottery  tickets,  which,  computed  at 
[even  pounds  ten  ihillings  per  ticket,  amounted  to  thirty«# 
)iir  pounds  ten  (hillings. 

The  fcven  pounds  ten  (hillings  was  by  way  of  premium, 
rhich,  with  the  profit  on  the  ticket,  would  (land  the  pub- 
e  in  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  and  if  the  tickets 
id  at  their  ufual  price,  would,  in  faft,  coft  the  public 
Be  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds,  but  as  in  the  firfl  place  the 
tree  per  cents,  confolidated,  bore  no  higher  a  price  than 
ighty»five  and  a  fraAion ;  and  as  the  prizes  in  the  iot- 
sry  being  to  be  funded,  he  did  not  compute  the  terms 
K  money  thus  borrowed,  ftood  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
c,  but  fee  what  the  lender  was  a£Kially  to  receive. 
ki  this  ground,  then,  he  faad^  the  feventy-feven  pounds 
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ten  ihillings,  three  per  ceat.  confolidated,  was  worth  at 
niarket  iixty-five  pounds,  feventeen  fliiUings  and  fix-pence, 
and  the  three  lottery  tickets  thirty-four  pounds  ten  fliUIings, 
by  which  means  every  fubfcriber  of  one  hundred  pounds 
would  receive  in  ftock  and  money  one  hundred  pounds  (even 
ihillings  and  fix-pence,  and  if  the  tickets  ftiould  fcU  higher, 
evary  thii^  more  they  brought  would  be  an  additional  pro- 
fit  to  the  leven  (hilliiis  and  fix-pence. 

To  pjiy  the  intereft  on  the  two  millions  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  thus  borrowed  ;  that  is^  the  two 
millions  loan  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
l^remivim,  the  intereft  of  which,  he  faid,  would  amount  to 
fiKty-four  thoufand  pounds,  he  propofed  to  lay  on  the  follow* 
i»g  taxes  ; 

Ot\  four  wheel  prriages  a  tax  of  twenty  ihillings  each, 
wiiich  he  computed  would  amount  to  feventeen  thoufaixi 
pounds  per  ^naunu 

On  ftage  coaches  at  five  pounds  each,  amounting  to  two 
tlM>iifaad  pounds. 

-  On  dec^ds,  or  all  writii\gi  to  be  ftamped,  at  one  {billing  a 
ibimp»  amountii^  to  thirty  thoufand  pounds. 

On  news-papers  one  half-penny  per  ftamp,  eighteen 
Aoo&ivi  pounds  per  annum*  | 

Cards  and  dice ;  fix-pence  a  pack  on  cards,  and  two 
givl  fix-rpcnce  on  dice,  fix  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

Tho(e  diiFerf  at  fiipM  wouM  amount  to  feventy-two  t>: 
fend  pounds,  which  would  have  a  furplus  of  eight  thoui 
pounds^  to  go  to  the  credit  of  the  finking-fund. 
'     His  Lordfliip  then  gave  a  particular  account  of  the  p^c* 
lent  fiovu*iihin^  ftate  of  the  finking  fund.     He  obiervetiiy 
^at  tW  preceding  feffi^on  that  fimd  had  been  charged  with 
two  millions  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  befides  one  hun« 
dred  thoufand  pounds  paid  to  his  Majefty  for  the  purchafea 
$omerfet-houfe,  which  together  rnacic  the  prodigious  fum  d 
two  millions  nine  hundred  thoufand  pountk,     x  et  notwitb 
fiandia^  this  heavy  ghai^e,  confiderably  more  than  had  evd 
been  laid  on  that  fond  before,  there  was  a  furplus  lying  ' 
the  exchequer  at  the  end  of   tlie  Chriftmas  quarter, 
iisveuteen  thoufand  pounds,   which  was  now  brought  to  th 
credit  of  the  ways  ud  means.    To  this  profperous  ftate  fa 
&id  it  might  be  obje£led^  that  the  prefent  troubles  in  Ame 
zk^a  beiQg  £breieen^  greater  importations  might  have  bed 
9Aad«  from  that  country  in  die  courfe  of  Taft  year  dial 
ufofiU^  which  produced  a  kind  of  unnatural  iocrc^fe  of  d| 
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uftoms ;  but  the  very  rcverfe,  he  afftircd  the  committee,  wna 
:ie   faft,  for,  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  quarter,  however  un- 
ccountable  it  might  appear^   the  produce   of  the  finking 
und  on  the  4th  of  the  prcfcnt  month,  was  found  to  be  nine 
cundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  fo  that  the  laft  fire  quar- 
ers  produce  amounted  to  the  almoft  incredible  fum  of  four 
nillions,  or  three  millions  eight  hundred  and  fevcnty-feven 
lioufand  pounds.    Though  this  ftate  of  that  fund  might  ap- 
pear as  if  the  trade  with  tlie  colonies  was  of  little  or  rto  confc- 
Quence  to  this  nation,  he  did  not  mean  to  draw  any^fuch  coilchi- 
uon  firom  the  pmnifes.  He  was  conviiiced  of  the  great  impor- 
tance of  that  very  valuable  branch  of  commerce ;  but  it  autho- 
rifed  him  to  draw  another  conclufion  of  lingular  importance, 
which  wa§,  that  it  proved  the  great  opulence,  private  con- 
fumption^    public  wealth,  and  immenfe  refources  of   this 
country.    When  thofe  fafts  firft  came  to  his  knowledge,  he 
confefl!ed  he  was  much  aftonifhed  ;  he  fufpcfted  that  the  im- 
ports from  America  muft  have  been  much  greater  than  at 
any  other  time,  at  leaft  in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding 
year ;  he  found  to  his  furprife  that  that  vV-as  not  the  faft, 
and  die  produce  of  the  laft  quarter  convinced  him  to  demon- 
firation*  -He  again  enquired,  if  thedecreafe  in  the  deben- 
tures and.  drawbacks  might  not  have  contributed  in  a  great 
meafure  to  the  increafe  of  the  finking  fund  ;  but  here  agaiii 
he  was  difc^pointed,  for  though  the  debentures  and  draw- 
backs had  decreafed,  they  had  not  decreafed"  in  any  propor- 
tion at  all  fufficient  to  conipenfate  the  lofs  of  our  American    • 
trade.    But  ftill,  on  further  enquiry,  he  found  himfelf  more 
puzzled,  for  it  appeared  that  it  was  not  by  tlie  cuftoms  aldne 
that  the  fund  wa^  enriched,  but  from  the  excifes  on  inland 
confumption,  the  moft' irrefragable  evidence  of  the  increafing, 
internal,  and  domeftio  wealth  of  the  pet)ple,  who-  were  tlie 
confumers  of  thofe  excifed  articles. 

Frwn  this  pleating  ap|j«arance,  he  (hid'  h^  Was  warranted- 
in  charging  me  finking  fund  with  the  fum  of  two  nrillions 
nine  hundred  thcfufand  pounds,  noW  pfropofed,  as  he  found 
it  fo  rapidly  on  ^e  increaft.  It  appeared  by  taking  the  ave- 
rage of  the  two  laft  years,  the  produce  was  twD  ihilHons 
^^t  hundred  thoufiind  pounds,  and  on  the  thred  laf)^  two 
millions  fcven  hundred  thotrfand  pemnds  and  a  friffion, 
whereas  the  average  of  the  five  preceding  years  atnountcd 
to  no  more  than  two  millions  fire'  hundred  tnoufand  pounds, 
or  hardly  fo  much  ;  and  previous  to  the- breaking  cfUrof'thei 
late,  war^  to  not  more  than  h^lf  that  fum.     This  led  him 
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to  repeat  what  he  had  before  meationed,  tliat  our  commerce 
was  inunenfe,  our  refources  great,  and  our  internal  opulence 
almoft  beyond  conception ;  for  though  the  national  debt  was 
conildera^ley  and  our  burdiens  heavy,  the  tradefmen,  me- 
chanics, and  labourers  in  this  country,  lived  in  a  manner  un- 
known to  any  country  whatever.  Examine  the  labourer's 
ftile  and  manner  of  living ;  examine  his  food,  his  cloathing, 
his  houfe,  and  even  his  little  luxuries,  and  compare  him 
with  men  of  the  fame  clafs  in  Ireland,  in  any  other  part  of 
the  empire,  or  Europe;  and  it  woidd  amount  to  this  de- 
monftrative  proof,  that  although  our  taxes  were  great, 
our  burthens  were  heavy,  that  yet  the  means  of  procur- 
ing the  neceflaries,  nay,  even  the  comforts  of  life,  were 
e^er  attainable  in  this  country,  than  in  any  other  under 
the  fun. 

On  the  other  operation  of  finance,  that  of  ratiiiig  ona 
million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  exchequer  bills,  he 
begged  Ibave  to  explain  bimfelf,  as  it  arofe  from  circum- 
ftances  which  related  to  a  matter  not  immediately  before 
the  committee,  that  was  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  Eiaft-Indiz 
company,  concerning  their  tranfaftions  with  the  bank.  In 
the  year  I773»  government  iflfued  one  million  four  hundred 
thomand  pounds  exchecpier  bills,  in  order  to  extricate  that 
company  out  of  its  difficulties,  one  million  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  of  which  has  been  fince  paid ;  fo  that  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  only  remaininz  in  circulation,  he 
thought  he  had  a  fsur  op]>ortunity  of  ifTuing  two  hundred  ^ 
and  hfty  thoufand  pounds  in  exchequer  biib  more  than  the 
laft  year,  without  running  the  riique  of  a  glutted  mar- 
ket. On  this  ^und  therefore,  it  was,  that  he  encreafcd 
the  exchequer  bills  from  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  pounds,  to*  one  million  five  hundred  thoufanil 
pounds. 

•  His  Lordihip  repeated,  that  the  money  to  be  borrcwF- 
ed  and  funded,  would  be  two  millions.  In  this  operation 
he  had  two  points  in  view ;  one  was,  to  make  the  beft 
barg;ain  he  could  for  the  public;  the  otlier,  to  give  the 
ftockholder  a  reafonable  j>rpfit  and  encouragement  to  fub- 
foribe ;  both  thofe  he  hoped  would  be  effeded.  It  is  true 
there  would  be  a  nominal  lofs  to  the  public  of  15  per 
cent,  but  it  could  not  poiSbly  be  otherwife,  and  tlie  fub- 
fi:riber  would  be.  no  real  gainer,  on  account  of  the  very  low 
ptke  of  ilbck,  for  the  premium  and  the  advance  on  the  lot- 
tery 


Digitized  by 


Google 


y^^^^^^u^y^ 


/^At^ 


A.  i^yfti  "13    E    fi   A    T    £    S,  4fg 

tery  tickets  would  amount  to  more  than  a  Bur  nQariccft<^ric« 
for  liis  fubicription* 

The  intereft  on  this  ftock  would  amount  to  fizty-fbur 
thoufand  pounds  pet^  annum ;  and  as  it  was  not  meant  tor 
break  in  on  the  finkli^  fund^  the  intereft  money  muft  be 
paid  by  new  taxes. 

Taxes  in  all  countries^  where  neceiEty  did  not  compel^ 
ihouldy  as  much  as  poffible^  he  laid  on  luxury,  and  the  ele- 
gant conveniencies  ^f  life ;  but  much  more  where  the  con-^ 
fequence  and  ftrength  of  a  kingdom  chiedy  depend  on  its 
trade  and  commerce.  \vt  thofe  he  meant  to  fubmit  to  the 
committee,  he  fhouI4haye  that  great  objefl:  fteadily  in.yiew^ 
In  many  inftanccs  this  mode  of  levying  taxes  woidd  not 
aniwer.  Where  great  fums  were  to  be  borrowed,  the  burdeit 
muft  lie  on  the  bulk  of  die  people  at  laige,  who  were  only 
capable  of  bearing  it ;  but  in  every  operation,  fuch  as  the 
prefent,  luxuries  ought  to  be  taxed,  both  becxuie  liie  firft 
weight  ought  to  fall  on  the  rich  and  opulent,  and  becaufe 
every  tax,  which  might  in  it9  confequences  tend  to  afieft  our 
Inanufaftuoes,  fo  as  to  enhance  .their  value  to  foreign  pur- 
chafers,  ought,  if  poi&ble,  to  be  avoided. 

The  tax  on  four-wheel  carriages,  though  an  objefi:  o£ 
convenience,  was,  in  another  light,  a  luxury,  beoaufe  none 
kept  them  but  fuch  as  were  really  or  nominally  rich.  The 
tax  on  two- wheel  carriages  came  under  the  UUne  def^rip^ 
tion  in  a  fecondary  degree ;  but  on  infpefting  into  the  pio-^ 
'duce  of  the  laft  mentioned  tax,  he  obferved  that  it  decreaCed^ 
while  the  other  was  yearly  oq  the  increafe^  The  number 
of  four-wheel  carriages  which  paid  the  tax  laft  year,  he  faid^ 
wa^  18,600 ;  but  fuppofing  that  gentlemen,  who  bad  ieveral 
of  them,  would  on  this  account  lay  down  one,  or  that  tho 
number  of  four-wheel  carriqp  might  from  other  caufes 
aftually  decreafc,  he  would  allow  for  that  decreafe,  aik) 
fix  the  number  at  17,000,  which,  at  twenty  fliillings  eadiy 
would  prodiite  the  fum  of  feventeen  thoufand  pounds^ 

The  next  proper  obje£t  of  taxation,  he  thought,  woidd 
be  flage-coaches  and  machines.  He  faid,  that  gentkmcn  . 
who  paid  the  tax.  for  their  own  carriages,  thought  it  a  little 
cxtraordiaary  that  hackney  carriages  (hould  b^  exempted^ 
parricularly  when  they  faw  four  or  fix  infides,  and  eig|it  oc 
ten  outfides  daily  paifii^  them  on  the  road^  without  con^  . 
tributing  a  fhiiiing  towards  the  public  expence,  Th0fe  he 
computed  at  400,  though  be  believed  them  to  bo  confiderably 
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snoTCp  *ifiiaG^  .  at  fire  ponodt  ^idt,  -vould  pfodiice  afaMt 

two  dioufand  pounds  a  year. 

Theia  &ad  been  taxesf  liieadf  laid  oa  all  deeds  and  paper 
wrido^  ieakd,  but  he  thoi^bt  ftom  the  eafy  maimer  of 
coUofiiog  die  ftanip-dntieS)  aod  the  beaefita  fbppofed  to 
ariie  to  d^e  parties  from  fuch  tranfaf^ions  at  the  tsme,  that 
cjfceds'woidd  bear  an  additioiial  ftamp  of  one  fhilliag.  The 
ihiUiag  ftamp  laid  oa  in  1736,  produced  the  laft  year  thirty- 
two  )du>tiraiifl  pounds,  but  taking  it  on  an  average  of  thirty 
lhou£nid  pomidsi  he  propo&d  that  an  additional  tax  of  one 
flkiUiog  each  fhould  be  laid  on  all  deeds  or  paper  writinga* 
iedol,:  heretofore  liable  to  the  payment  of  fiamp^dtitieB. 
.  Cairds  and  dice  were  matters  of  real  Inzury,  and  ought 
ihan&ke  io  be  taxed^  164,000  packs  of  casds  had  been 
ftaomed  the  laft  year,  -which  amouDted  to  betnreeii  three 
aad  Mur  thopfand  pounds.  Another  fix-penny  ftamp  would 
'  produce  a  like  fam,  and.  the  iialf^cnown  ibutm  oa  dice,  about 
four  bandrBd.  povads,  and  both  taken  together,  to  vpwarda 
of  four  thoafiusd  pounds^ 

Neir^papers  in  Rncral,  he  thought  a  very  fit  ol^efk  of 
taxation.  He  faid,  many.  '|Kdbns  thought  they  did  more 
harm  than.gocid,  while  others  looked  upon  them  to  be  of 
great  public  benefit*  He  did  not  pretend  ^.determine  whe- 
dier  they  were,  or  were  not;  but  he  could  not  help  obferv- 
Hig  that  they  inculcated  one  thing  which  he  behaved  waa 
not  to  bo  credited,  which  was,  that  the  liberties  q£  this 
country  were  in  danger  from  cruel,  ambitious,  and  tyran- 
nical minifters,  when,  under  this  tyrannic  government,  ncws« 
writcrs  were  daily  permitted  to  abufe  the  perfbns,  and  mif- 
tepie&nt  die  mealures,  of  thoie  very  men  whom  ^y  de- 
fbribsd  as  enemies  of  liberty,  with  impunity.  He  caaM  fur* 
ther  inform  them  that  thofe  calumnies  and  faliehoods,  were 
propagated  and  repeated  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  in  no  lefs 
than. 1 2,230,000  news-papers.  It  was  difficult  to  determine 
whence  this  avidity  for  reading  news-^papers  aro(ie.  He  could 
hot  fay  .it  was  from  a  thirft.  of  knowledge  or  impiovement. 
He  prefianed,  therefore,  it.  was  from  a  general  dcfire  of 
knowing  what  was  paffing,  of  friending  mlf  an  hour  that 
by  heavy  on  their  hands,  or  from  an  icSe  fooliih  curiofity  } 
kat  Jet  the  leaibn  be  what  it  might,  it  was  a  ipecies  of  luxury 
tiiat  ought  to  be  taxed,  and  from  the  propenfity  juft  men« 
tioned,  would,  he  made  no  doubt,  well  bear  it.  He  laid, 
fcy  the  laft  returns  in  the  ftamp-of&ce,  the  amount  of  the 
tax  was  fifty  thoufand  pounds  on  the  penny,  ftamp.     He 

propofed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.i77«»  .     D    E    B    A    T    E    S,  4I1 

propofcd  n09f  to  lay  on  an  addltiMal  Mfycnnf,  irkkh 
WOttldy  if  the  fide  were  to  continue  the  iame>  pn>duoe  twenty^ 
five  tlioii&iid  pottada^  but  as  the  iale  mght  pofiibty  decreaib 
fomewbaty  and  thereby  aficA  the  pesmy  ftamp^  aiid  that  fe-> 
teral  papers  which  were  charged,  were  returned  ai  unibld 
and  the  ftamp  aflerwaidt  allowed  for^  he  would  compute  the 
produce  of  tbis  tax  to  be  no  more  than  eighteen  thoufimd 
pounds  fir  annum.  Taking  thoTe  ftreral  fun»  together^ 
they  made  about  feYeMy  thoufand  pounds  /rr  anmm^  out  of 
which  deducing  the  intercft  of  the  two  millions  one  hundred 
and  fifty  rhonfand  pounds^  which  was  fixty->four  thoufand 
pounds,  .there  would  remain  about  fix  or  eight  thou&od 
pounds  a  year  to  be  applied  to  the  ufe$  of  the  finkiag«fQAd« 
that  \%f  piovidcd  thoie  fe¥eral  taxes  produced  what  he  now 
ftated. 

Hia  Lordihip  then  ^minded  the  conunittee,  that  the 
power  and  wealth  bf  this  country  were  rreat,  and  ita  ^rk 
hig^y  notwithftanding  the  pains  &at  had  beco  taken  to  de^- 
nreciate  one,  and  villify  and  traduce  ^  o(ber.  Though 
Englifboien  were  degraded  in  the  eyes  <»f  all  Europe  aa 
tame,  fpiritlefe,  and  cowardly.;  dtoi}^  this  country  ha4 
been  reprefenteid  to  be  exhaufted,  borne  down  by  taxes,  and 
on  the  eve  of  a  general  bankmpficy4  thou^  tlie  difappoint*- 
meats  of  the  laft  campaign  were  magnified  into  defeats ;  and 
though  America  was  reprefentnd  by  the  fame  peribns,  to  be 
the  feat  of  virtue,  liberty,  courage.,  and  heroiib^  he  never- 
thelefs,  trufted  that  this  country  h^  both  the  ipirit  left  to 
aflert  her  rights^  to  refcnt  the  infuhii&e  had  received,  and  to 
convince  her  public  and  domeftic.  eilemies,  that  as  (be  had 
the  will,  io  ihe  had  likewife  the  im^ana,  of  repairing  her  in- 
jured honour*  He  oblerved,  that*  tfai$  country,  when  roufed 
to  a  fenfe  of  her  injuries,  had  never  failed  to  chaftife  her 
foes,  whether  foreign  or  domeftic;and  that  however. flow  / 
(he  mi^ht  be  in  the  beginning,  experience  had  taught  litem 
to  their  coft,  that  ihe  was  not  to  be  injured  or  infuTted'with 
impunity. 

He  obferved  that  the  loan  had  turned  out  better  than  it 
would  have  done  three  or  four  days  fince,.  as  the  3  per  coit. 
confolidated  annuities  had  fallen  i  or  I  per  cent*  within  that 
time,  on  account  of  a  pretended  account  lately  received  by 
a  (hip  lately  arri^•ed  from  Jamaica,  giving  an  account  .of  the 
hoftile  preparations  ot  the  f'renc^  aiid  Spaniards  in  that  fluax'- 
ter,  and  of  n^artial  law  being  proclaimed  through  thatiiJand. 
li«  couUnot  think  pf  paffing  it  over  in  filence,  and  fuffering 
U  w  u  :^  K 
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it  to  remain  uncontradifted ;  for  if  there  was  the  leaft  founda- 
tion for  it,  the  governor  would  never  liave  permitted  a  vdiel 
to  depart  for  Europe  without  fending  an  account  of  it ;  tliere^ 
fore  he  would  affurc  the  Houfe  the  report  was  totally  falfc. 

His  Lordfhip  fpoke  above  an  hour,  to  prove  the  iblid 
grounds  the  credit  of  the  bank  of  England  flood  on :  and  con* 
tended,  that  it  was  no  lefs  fupportcd  by  its  own  abilitj^  thaa 
its  knowh  regard  to  public  faith,  which  had  fccured  it  a  cre- 
dit and  reputation,  not  only  within  this  ifland,  but  in  almoft 
every  part  of  the  mercantile  world.  He  alluded  to  Dr.  Price, 
Lord  Stair,  &c«  feveral  of  whofe  arguments,  he  faid,  wcro 
built  on  hy|K>thetical  reaibnings.  They  often  contained  matter 
well  deiervmg  of  public  and  private  confideration ;  but  there 
was  one  obfervation  he  learnt  by  petufing  them,  that  however 
their  fafts  might  be  juft,  pertinent,  or  important,  their  conclu-» 
fions  and  pre^Aions  generaiiv  turned  out  to  Be  falfe.  When 
even  men,  the  beft  verfed  in  oufinefs,  and  who  had  aded  ii| 
the  moft  important  ftations,  quitted  pradice  for  theory,  they 
were  no  left  liable  to  faU  into  error  than  mere  abftraft  reafon- 
crs.  Such  was  the  c^k  of  a  great  minifter  (Sir  Robert  Wal« 
,  pole)  who  was  often  heaid  to  fay,  that  whenever  the  nation 
owed  100  millions,  it  would  be  undone,  and  would  become  a 
bankrupt.  The  event- has  fince  falfified  the  predi^on  of  that 
able  politician,  for  in  lefs  than  diirty  years  after  pronouncing 
this  authoritative  fentence,  the  nation  owed  near  150  mil- 
lions, and  was  neither  bankrupt  nor  undone. 

He  obferved,  that  gteat  pains  had  been  taken  to  decry  the 
bank,  and  to  depreciate  its  credit,  but  to  no  purpofe.  It  had 
been  called  a  bubble ;  but  to  uie  die  words  employed  on  anor 
ther  occaiion,  if  the  bank  was  a  bubble,  fo  was  the  world. 
Many  attempts  have  been  made  to  prove  its  connexion  and 
dc^ndence  on  government,  and  th^  influence  it  c[ave  the 
piinifter.  If  by  the  minifter  was  meant  the  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury,  he  affured  the  committee  he  had  no  influence  on 
(hem;  if  he  had,  he  ihould,  he  hoped,  ufe  it  to  the  beft 
purpojes,  that  qf  the  public  welfare.  It  was  faid  too,  that 
fhe  bank  had  joined  government  againft  the  people,  thax^ 
which  nothing  could  be  niore  fallacious,  for  by  joining  and 
co-operating  with  government,  they  effentially  ferved  the 
people,  and  no  furer  tcft  could  be  given  than  this,  which  was, 
that  if  the  people  withdrew  their  confidence  from  government 
|»ut'for  one  day^  he  would  engage  that  the  next  the  individu- 
als who  compofe  the  prefent  adminiftratioii,  wbuld  have  no 
inore  influence  with  the  bank,  than  any  other  fet  of  indivi- 
dual^ 
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uals  whatever ;  and  on  the  whole,  he  could  fairly  declare, 
bat  Ke  did  not  know  a  fingle  inftance  in  which  the  bank  had 
ilifted  government,  which  was  in  faft  affifting  the  publick, 
»ut  in  circulating  the  exchequer  and  navv  bills,  which 
>rought  them  into  the  market,  and  lowered  the  premium  half 
>cr  cent. 

It  might  be  objeAed,  he  faid,  that  the  grants  already 
nade,  and  the  iervices  already  provided  for,  would  not  be 
fufficient,  particularly  that  no  provifion  had  been  made  for 
the  army  extraordinaries,  t^hich  would  be  a  certain  expence. 
The  oblervation  would  be  a  Juft  one,  if  made,  for  there  was 
none.  He  fbrefaw  it,  and  intended,  if  fomething  had  not 
pievented  him,  to  have  taken  his  Majefty's  direftions  on  that 
point.  ^  He,  however,  would  take  the  earlieft  opportunity 
of  waiting  on  his  Majefty,  in  purfuance  of  which,  he  pre-^ 
filmed,  he  would  to-morrow  deliver  a  royal  meffage,  defiring 
a  vote  of  credit. 

The  events  of  war  were  uncwtain  ;  but  he  had  every  rea- 
(on  to  be  fatisiied,  thatfuch  fieps  had  been  taken  as  would  be 
the  means  of  bringing  America  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  her  duty.^ 
There  was  nothing  he  fo  much  deiired,  nor  nothing  more  dif» 
agreeable  to  him,  than  to  aifert  the  rights  of  this  country  by 
force  of  arms,  if  it  were  poffible  to  fccure  them  by  any  other 
means.     He  lincercly  wilhed    for    accommodation,    if   it 
could  be  obtained  confiftently  with  the  honour  and  interefts 
of  the  parent  ftatc,  and  the  dignity  and  legillative  ftipr«ma^ 
cy  of  the  Britifh  Parliament,     He  wilhed  lincercly  for  con- 
ciliation, and  was  heartily  difpofed  to  treat  America  with 
tendemefs  and  affedion.     But  he  truftcd  to  the.fpirlt  and  in- 
fulted  honour  of  the  Britilh  nation,  that  it  would  not  let  its 
moft  valuable  and  important  rights  be  wrefted  by  force,  vio* 
lence,  and  rebellion,  out  of  its  hand  ;  arid  if  occafion  Ihould 
require  it,  that  it  \yould  exert  that  ftrength,  which^  when 
properly  exerted,  never  failed  to  prevail. 

His  Lordfliip,  in  reply,  feemingly,  to  fuch  as  had  affert-? 
cd  in  print,  that  the  current  geld  and  filyer  coin  of  the  king* 
dom  had  been  decreafed,  ftated  fcveral  fafts  to  prove  it  was 
not.  He  faid  nine  millions  fterling  had  been  already  coined 
lince  the  paffing  of  the'adl ;  that  four  millions  of  light  and 
cutgold  remained  in  the  bai\k  ready  for  coining  •  thatproba* 
bly  the  prefent  proclamation,  relative  to  the  calling  m  fuch 
guineas  as  were  under  fiye  pennyweights  fix  grains,  and  which 
exceeded  live  pennyweights  three  grains,  would  produce  three 
millions ;  to  which,  if  were  added  fuch  guineas  as  were  with* 
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in  the  fix  and  ekht  grains^  for.  which  no  prodanMion  had 
been  iflued,  with  the  filver  coin,  probably  amounting  tx>  be* 
tween  diree  and  four  millions^  fuppofii^  the  laft  to  be  very 
bafe,  and  not  worth  half  its  nominal  value ;  tho  whole,  1^ 
believed,  would  not  fall  much  fhort  of  twenty  miUioiis,  a 
fum  far  exceeding  any  thing  that  had  been  yet  aflrrtwl  im 
print  refpeding  any  other  period. 

He  dwelt  upon  the  wealth,  ftrength,  and  high  fpirit  of 
the  nation ;  talked  much  of  the  pitiful  figure  wc  made  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war,  and  afterwards  how  vj^ofouilY 
we  profecuted,  and  how  glorioufly  we  terminated  it,  [He 
alluded  to  Doftor  Brown's  Eftimate  of  the  Manners  and 
Principles  of  the  times.] 
eorernar  Govemor  Jobf^one  obferved,  it  was  a  little  extraordinary 
Jtbafm.  that  the  gallery  (bould  be  open  on  that  day,  and  fhut  up 
upon  almoft  every  other,  fince  the  commenconent  of  the 
feffion^  on  which  matters  of  importance  came  under  diicuf- 
fion.  He  afiured  the Houfe*,  that  he  was.always  pleafed  to 
fee  the  gallery  as  full  as  the  convenience  of  the  members 
would  permit ;  but  the  admiifionon  fuch  a  day  as  this,  which 
gave  the  minifter  an  advantage  over  his  opponents,  by  giving 
any  fentiments  as  his  own,  and  imputing  any  fentiments  he 
pleafed  toothers,  fully  convinced  him  that  his  LiOrdfhip's  in- 
fluence extended  to  every  matter  relative  to  the  conduct  and 
and  ordering  of  that  Houfe,  be  the  occafion  ever  fo  trivial  or 
important.  If  ftrangers  are  to  be  fhut  out  one  day,  none  can 
be  at  a  lofs  to  know  whence  the  mandate  originated  *  if  the 
gallery  is  to  be  open  on  another  day,  it  was  equally  evident  to 
whom  the  public  were  indebted  for  the  indulgence.  He  knew 
he  wasdiforderly  in  alluding  to  fuch  a  circumftance,  and  he 
ihould  hardly  have  mentioned  it,  but  for  another,  which  was 
of  no  fmall  imporunce  to  him,  as  well  as  all  the  other  gentle- 
men on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe.  The  matter  he  alluded  to 
was  the  indireA  charges  made  againfl  them,  as  if  they  had 
viUifkd  the  nation,  queftioned  its  fpirit  and  abilit]^,  and  drawn 
comparifons  between  it  and  America  much  to  its  diigrace, 
than  which  nothing  could  be  more  falfe  or  ill  founded.  The 
arguments  he  alluded  to  were,  he  infiiled,  mif^-flated  and  mif* 
reprefented.  It  was  not  the  courage  nor  the  fpirit  of  the  na« 
tion  that  was  queftioned  ;  it  was  tlut  the  war  was  unpopular, 
that  the  people  did  not  approve  of  it,  that  they  were  cool, 
languid,  and  irrefolute.  He  faid  it  was  happy  for  the  noble 
Lord  that  the  people  were  fo,  for  if  it  was  a  foreign  war  that 
bad  been  £0  unfuccefsful,  that  had  b^en  fo  replete  with  n^r 

inapagemgnt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


%..  tyj^  DEBATES.  4%$ 

txianagefiient  ani[  mifconduft,  it  wwM  probaUy  by  Afi$  tHM 
bave  coA  Ac  BiioHktr  his  head.    He  advened  to  the  vciy 
great  and  heavy  expcAce,  ahdfpoke  of  the  prefent  taxes  pro^ 
pofed,  as  otity  a  foretafte  €f  what  the  people  were  to  expeft. 
Irie  iaid  the  war-  was  diatoHcai,  but  he  would  not  take  ad- 
'vantage  of  an  open  gaUery  to  <leclare  his  ientiments,  but 
lie  was  certain  it  was  an  unjuft  and  impolitic  war.    The 
iK>bie  Lord,  and  his  colleagues  in  office  in  that  Hoofo,  had 
frequently  afierted  that  Aineriea  would  be  fubdued  in  one 
campaign  ;  but  he  called  upon  any  one  gentleman,  rither  in    ^ 
the  army  or  tiavy,  to  rife  and  pledge  himfelf,  as  a  profeffional 
man,  for  the  truth  of  it.     He  was  very  certain  not  one  of 
them  wmild  or  could.    If  fb,  dien  it  woidd  follow  that  our  i 

additional  taxes  were  but  juft  commencing;  and  if  we  were  to 
\xmow  two  millions  this  yeai^  five  times  the  fiim  would 
kardlv  be  fufficient  to  defray  the  expences  of  the  next  year. 
He  ooferved  that  the  language  of  the  noUe  Lord  had  beea 
greatly  changed  of  late.    The  general  tenor  of  it,  for  th^ 
purpofe  of  inducing  the  nation  to  go  to  war,  was,  diat  our 
burthens  were  intolerable ;  diat  our  debt  was  enornuyusj  our 
Fcfburoes  exdatifted;  tha$  we  paid  Seventeen  fhillings  andiix- 
penoe  in  Aie  pound,  while  America  did  not  and  would  not 
contribute  a  pepper-corn  towards  the  fupport  of  thofe  bur- 
thens which  (he  had  been  inftrumental  in  incurring.  -  Now 
the  note  is  fuddenly  changed  :  Britain  is  the  moft  rith,  flou-» 
rilfaing,  and  opulent  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth.     Her 
taxes  ase  great,  but  her  refources  are  immcnie,  and  her 
ftrcngth  irrefiftible.     Me  objcfted  to  the  tax  on  hackney- 
coaches  and  news  papers,  on  At  ground  of  being  ftated  by  the 
nobie  Lorfi  as  articles  of  luxury.    Stage-coaches,  he  faid, 
were  very  ufeful  modes  of  conveyance.    They  were  calai- 
lated  for  the  conveniency  of  die  middling  and  lower  orders 
of  people.    They  were  expeditious,  and  were  of  national 
benefit,  that  of  opening  a  communication  between  one  part 
of  the  ktn^lom  and  another,  which,  in  a  trading,  manufac- 
turing nanon,  was  of  no-  fmall  confeqiaence.     As  to  news- 
papers, be  thought  the  tax  Jiad  better  be  laid  on  the  political 
pamphlets,  or  rather  the  political  trafti,  countenanced  by  go- 
vernment.   But  if  news'papers  are  an  objeft  of  luxury,  it 
was  a  luxury  which  it  would  be  cruel  to  deprive  thofe  of  who 
thought  it  fo«     But  even  on  the  noble  Lord's  own  ftate,  he 
could  not  think  it  ib  great  as  he  repreftnted  it.     He  remark- 
ed on  the  noble  Lord^  reafonings  relative  to  the  fliip-ncws 
received  from  Jan>2uca«    He  faid  he  had  made  it  his  bufinels 
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toep<iatre  of  the  captain,  and  had  JFound  it  to  condpood 
with  what  had  appeared  in  the  public  prints. — Hi3  Lonllhip 
has  faid  if  there  had  been  any  foundation  for  the  report,  the 
goyernor  would  have  fent  an  account  of  it.  But  does  it  follow^ 
that  the  report  muft  be  falfe,  becaufe  the  miniftry  have  re- 
ceived no  mtelli^eiice  of  it  ?  -  The  fhip  which  brought  the 
news  from  Jamaica  came  by  the  nordx  paflage,  which  was  the 
(afefty  and  frequently  the  moft  expeditious ;  another  veflel, 
with  the  diipatches,  might  be  on  her  voyage ;  and  martial  law 
might  be  proclaimed  or  it  might  not ;  uiil  die  faft  was  not 
invalidated,  of  the  governor  of  Jamaica  being  alarmed  by 
the  cireat  force  the  French  had  in  the  Weft-Indies. 

|fr*  Fm*  ^^*  ^^*  began  with  renqftrking  on  an  obfervation  made  by 
his  honourable  friend,  relative  to  the  opening  the  gallery'  on 
one  day,  and  (hutting  it  every  other  day  during,  the  feffion, 
in  which  public  bufinefs  was  tranfafted.  He  prefumed,  the 
cauie  was,  that  the  noble  Lord  over  the  way  coiold  learn  to 
be  confiftent  one  day,  though  not  a  fecond  day.  in  the  year. 
It  gave  him  an  opportunity,  befides,  to  mifreprefent  what 
had  been  faid  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  by  charging 
them  with  aiTertions  that  never  entered  their  thoughts,  re- 
flcAing  on  the  fpirit  of  the  nation,  and  the  bravery  and  na^ 
tive  courage'  of  its  inhabitants. 

Sir  Fkfeber     ^^^  Fletcher  Norton  faid  he  could  not  lit  (ilent  and  hear  it 

Ntrtm  thrown  out  as  if  he  had  been  the  means  of  (Iiutting  the  doors 
atfometimes,  and  opening  them  at  others.  He  diiclaimed 
the  imputation.  He  faid,  whatever  had  been  done,  was  io 
purfuance  of  the  ovder  of  the  Houfe  ;  that  there  was  a  ftand-^ 
ing  order,  that  no  ftrangers  fhould  be  admitted  into  the  galle- 
ry, and  that  frequent  applications  had  been  made  to  him  by 
feveral  gentlemen  to  have  it  ftriftly  enforced.  If  the  order 
was  thought  to  be  an  improper  one,  a  motion  ought  to  be 
made  to  take  it  into  coniideration ;  and  if  the  Houfe  thought 
proper,  they  might  refcind  it.  Till  that  was  done,  or  until 
the  Houfe  unanimouily  agreed  to  relax  it,  for  it  would  be  in 
the  power  of  any  one  member  to  move  to  have  the  gallery 
cleared  as  long  as  the  order  ftood,  it  was  impoifible  he  could 
aft  otherwife. 

Mr.  KigSf.  -^^r*  ^^ih  infiftcd,  that  no  perfon  of  any  dcfcription  had 
any  right  to  enter  into  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  but  tlie 
members.  He  faid,  that  the  Speaker  had  no  power  to  dif- 
penfe  with  the  ftandine  order  no  more  than  any  one  elfe ;  nor 
did  he  fee  what  butinefs  ftrangers  had  at  any  time  in  the 
gallery.  He  was  extremely  violent,  againft  America,  and 
contended,  that  Great-Britain  ought  never  to  make  any  fpe- 
i  cific 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  •  tyji.  i)    fe    B    A    t"   E    S.  j4i9 

ckic  pfomife,  t>r  agree  to  any  ptevioiis  conditions)  till  tJi^ 
people  of  Afloerica  threw  down  their  arms  |  and  if  they  fhould 
ObAioately  perfift,  Britain  ought  to  perfevere  till  America 
Mras  fubdiied.  He  contelkded  that  Ameifica  aimed  at  inde*^ 
pendence.  It  was  plain^  from  the  pamphlet  called  CommcH 
Senje^  written  by  a  niember  of  tlie  congrefsa 

Colonel  Barri  defired  to  know  if  Lord  Howe  was  to  go  ont 
to  America,  and  whether,  if  he  fhould,  it  Was  intexided  to 
arm  his  Lordihip  with  powers  fufiicient  to  treat  with  the  co-^ 
lonies ;  becaufe  he  nnderftood  from  his  Lordihip,  that  he 
would  not  go,  pnleis  he  had  powers  to  treat  on  terms  of  con* 
ciliation«     No  anfwir. 

Lord  North  faid  he  did  not  mean  to  aiTure  the  Houfe,  that 
the  report  of  advices  from  Jamaica  was  not  true ;  but  that  he 
did  not  believe  thofe  advices* 

Report  from  the  Committee  of  ffifj^s  and  Afeans. 

Refohedy  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  tohis  Ma<» 
jefly,  the  fnmof  2,ooo,oool.  Ihall  be  railed  in  manner  ffiilow* 
Ing  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  fumof  i,do,40Ool.  by  annuities,  after 
the'rateof  3I.  ^^cr«^.  withan  additional  capital  thereto,  inman-^ 
herherein^after  mentioned ;  and  theftun  of  6oO,oooL  by  a  lot* 
tery,  attended  with  like  3!.  per  cent,  annuities. 

That  everv  contributor  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of 
2,ooo,oooU  mall  in  refpeft  of  every  one  hunt^^red  pounds  by 
him  fubicrilied,  upon  payment  of  70L  to  the  chief  cafliier  or 
cafhier&of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  England^ 
at  the  times  herein  after  mentioned,  have  and  be  entitled  to 
the  principal  fum  of  77!.  lOs.  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of 
3!.  per  centum  per  annum^  to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of 
April  1776;  the  firft  payment  thereon  to  be  made  for  one 
.  Quarter,  from  the  faid  5th  day  of  April  1776,  to  the  5th  of 
July  following ;  and  fuch  contributors,  upon  pavment  of  tlxe 
further  ium  of  301*  on  each  lOoU  fb  fuhfcribed,  fhall  have 
and  receive  from  the  feid  chief  calhier  or  cafhiers  three  tick-  • 
ets  (as  foon  as  the  fame  can  conveniently  be  made  out)  in  a 
lottery,  to  confift  of  60,000  tickets,  of  Ac  value  of  lol.  each, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  6qo,00o1.  the  whole  of  which  fiun 
(han  be  dillributed  into  pjrizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  (aid  con- 
tributors, and  (hall  be  attended  with,  like  3!.  per  cent*  annui-  . 
tics,  to  commence  from  the  5th  day  of  January  1777. 

That  the  fum  of  i,40Q,oool*  to  be  contributed  for  i\*per 
cent,  annuities  as  aforefaid,  together  with  the  additional  cajpi- 
tal  of  7L  ips.  for  every  70I.  to  be  paid  in  to  the  faid  chief 
cafhier  or  cailiicrs,  making* in  the  whole  i,5<o,ooq1.  and  the 

VouIIL.  Xxx  fum 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4$B  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1776; 

(bm  of*  6oO,ooiol4  the  ftixKAiAt  of  the  prices  in  tSkc  lotterr^ 
(hall)  from  the  time  df  their  refpeftive  commenceinents,  be 
added  to,  and  made  one Joiift  ftock  with,  the  ^iperunt.  an- 
nuities confolidated/^  ads  25,  28,  29,  5:2  and  33  Geo.  II.  and 
by  fevcral  fubfeqtient  afts,  and  charged  upoft  die  finking  fond, 
and  (hall  be  payaUe  (except  as  to  the  annuity  after  £e  rate 
of  3!.  per  cent,  per  annum  co  be  paid  for  one  quarter  to  the  5tk 
of  Julv  1776,  in  refpeA  of  the  fum  of  77L  los.  to  be  allow* 
cd  eacn  contributor  of  70!.  as  aforefaid)  and  transferrable  at 
the  bank  of  England,  and  'fubjeft  to  redemption,  in  the  faone 
manner  ^s  the  faid  3L  per  cent,  confolidated  ammitie&  are  pay-* 
able  and  transferrable  there,  and  redeemable  bY  Parliament* 

That  tverv  contributor  towards  raifing  tne  (aid  fiim  of 
2^e>oo,occU  mall,  on  or  before  the  ^th  day  of  this  inftant 
April,  make  a  deppfit  with  the  faid  chief  ca(bier  or  ca(hier8  of 
the  governor  aiAd  compaay  of  the  bank  of  En^and  of  i^Lper 
antuntj  on  the  whole  fum  by  him  fubfcribed,  as  a  fecurity  for 
making  the  refpcftive  future  payments  to  the  ikid  cafliiers  of 
the  bank  of  England,  on  or  bcfoiFe  the  dmes  herein  after  li- 
mited, that  is  to  fay, 

On  i,40O,oool.  for  annuities* 
15I.  /«^  centn  on  or  before  the  30th  of  May  next. 
20!.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  28th  of  June  next. 
'15I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  31ft  of  July  next, 
15I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  loth  of  September  next. 
?oL  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  24th  of  Oftobcr  next. 

On  6oo,oool.  lottery. 
^$\.  per  cent^  on  or  before  the  14th  of  June  next. 
301,  per  tentl,  on  or  before  the  loth  of  Auguft  next, 
30I.  per  cent,  on  or  before  the  3d  of  Oftober  next. 
and  that  all  the  monies  {o  to  be^^ecei  ved  by  the  faid  chief  caihier 
or  cafhiers  of  the  bank  of  England  (liall  be  paid  into  the  re- 
ceipt of  his  Majefty's  exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time  to 
time,  to  f^ch  fervices  as  (hall  then  have  been  voted  by  tliis 
Houfe  in  this  fcffion  of  Parliament. 

That  every  contributor,  who  (hall  pay  in  the  whole  of  his 
contribution  money  towards  the  faid  fum  of  1,400,000!.  to 
be  contributed  for  the  annuities^  at  anytime  after  the  5th  day 
of  July  next,  and  before  the  7th  day  of  September  following  i 
or  on  account  of  his  (liare  in  the  faid  lottery  for  6oo,oooU  oii 
or  before  the  8th  day  of  Auguft  "hext,  (hall  be  allowed  an  in- 
tpreft^  by  way  of  difcount^  lifter  the  rate  of  3I.  per  centum  per 
0m>'(^9  on  the  fum  fo  compieating  his  contribution  refpe&ivc- 
ly,  to  be  cipmpated  from  the  day  of  com^cating  the  dune,  to 
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the  24th  day  of  Odobcr  next,  in  regard  to  the  fimi  paid  on 
account  of  the  aforementioned  fum  to  be  paid  for  annuities; 
and  to  the  third  day  of  Oftober  next,  in  rcfpeft  of  the  fum 
paid  on  account  of  the  faid  lottery^* 

That,  towards  making  good  the  fypfij  eranted  to  his  Ma- 
jeftvy  there  be  ifliied  ana  applied  the  fum  ofnine  hundred  and 
eigh^  thoufand  four  hundred  forty  ^one  pounds,  one  ihUling, 
and  one  penny,  hiilfpenny,  remaining  in  the  receipt. of  the 
exchequer  on  the- 5^  day  of  April  1776,  for  the  difpoi^tioaof 
Parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then  arifen,  rof  diefur*^ 
pluffes,  exceiTcs,  and  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues, 
^Qmpofing  the  fund  commonly  called  the  finking  fond. 

That,  towanis  railing  the  fupfdy  granted  to  nis  Majcftr, 
their  be  iilucd  and  applied,  the  fum  of  one  million  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-feven  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight pounds,  diree  Ihillii^,  and  ten  pence,  out-  of 
fpch  monies  as  (hall  or  may  arife  of  the  furplqiTes,  excef* 
&s,  or  overplus  monies,  ana  oth^r  revenues,  compofing  the 
fund  commonly  called  the  linking  fund. 

That,  towards  makii^  good  &e  fvmiy  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  there  be  iflued  anoappKed  the  mm  of  eleven  thoufand 
four  hundred  forty^four  pounds,  four  ihiUings,  and  three 
pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exchequer  on 
the  5th  day  of  April  1770,  for  the  diipofition  of  Parhanient, 
of  the  monies  arifen  by  the  duties  on  rice  exported,  the  du- 
ties on  fu^rs  and  camoricks  gnmted  by  an  aA  of  the  fixth 
year  of  his  preient  Majefty's  reign,  the  duty  on  ap{des-  im-^ 
ported,  the  monies  paid  by  the  counti^  vrbich  have  i^  rail- 
ed the  militia,  and  alfo  ot  impreft  monies  repaid  there, 
.   That  an  additional  rate,  or  dutv,  of  twenty  fhiUings  per 
Qnnymy  be  raifed,.  levied,  coUefted,  and  paid,  fprand  upon 
every  coach,  berlin,  landau,  chariot,  calaih  with  four  wheels, 
chaile  marine,  chaUe  with  four  wheels,  and  caravan,  or  by 
what  name  foever  fuch  pmiages  now  are,  or  hereator  may 
be,  called  or  known,  dat  fliall  be  kept  by  or  for  any  perfon, 
for  his  or  her  own  uie,  or  to  be  let  out  to  hire  (other 
fhan  atid  excqpt  foch.  coaches  and  other  (Carriages  as*  now  art, 
pr  hereafter  may  be»  licenfed  by  the  oommifBooers  for  the 
dyties  ariiing  bjr  haidkney  coaches  ;  whi^  faid  additional  du* 
ty  of  twenty  ihiUimsflifill,  from  lime  tp  time,  bepoiid  down 
in  like  manner,  and  at  the  fame  tim^  alid  be  raifed,- coUeft* 
ed,  and  paid,  hf  the  fiune  means,  and. methods,  and  under 
the  like  rples  aiid  penalties,  as  the  annual  duty  of  fau^ 
ppunds,  given  and  granted  by  an  ad  pafled  ixi  the  twentieth 
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ytar  of  the  Hign  of  hit  late  M&jefty  King  George  the  Second, 
IS  cKrafted  to  be  raifed,  levied,  colleAed,  and  paid. 

Thai:  the^  fti^l  be  ralfed,  levied,  colleAed,  and  paid, 
unto  and  for  the  ufe  of  his  Nfajefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceifors, 
for  and  tpon  eyery^  coach,  berlin,  landau,  chariot,  calafb 
with  four  wheels,  chavfe  marine,  chaife  with  four  wheels, 
caravan,  o|r  by  ^yhat  iiame  $>ever  fuch  carriages  now  are,  or 
JiereaAier  ma^  be,  catted  or  t^nown^  that  (hall  be  kept  by  or 
fdr  any  per|b»,  and  employed  in  carrying  j^fleiigers  for  hire 
to  and  fi-om  ^HiSmpt  {st^kces  within  this  kingdom^  as  public 
ftage  coaches  (other  tt)a%  aiiNi  except  fnck  coaches  and  otlier 
carriages- as  ft^ll  be  ticetf(id  by  the  comniiitibners  Ibr  the  ^ki* 
ties  aniing  by  hackntry  cj^ad^^sr)  the  yeaiiy  fumoffite  pounds 
for  evei)y  ftidi  coaeh,  betiin,  l^Adau,'  chanoc^  calafh  with  four 
wheels,  iciuiile  marine,  chaift  with  four  wheels,  and-caravan,  or 
by  what  name  foevcf  fiich  carnages  now  are,  or  hereafter  may 
\ycy  caMed'Pr  known,  fo  tobe  kept  and  employed  as  i^orefaid, 
the  fajd  dutwesto  be  paid  by  tiic  perfon  or  penotis  who  keep 
tiie  fame. 

That,  towat^ds  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty^ 
an  additional  ftampduty*  of  one  fhilling  be  charged  for  every' 
&in  or  piece  of  vellum  or-  p^Tohment,  or  fheet  or  piece  of  pa- 
per, 119011  which  fhall  be  eng«o({ed,  written>  or  printed, 
s^ny  indnntolre,  leafe,  bond  or*  other  deed  (for  whidi  a  ftamp 
duty  of  one  fhilling  is  f^yable  by  virtue  of  an  aft  made  in 
die  ^th  yeor  of  his  late  Ms^efty }  oyer  and  above  the  fevera} 
duties  npw  payable  thereon; 

Thatj  towards  raifingtVue  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  ai^ 
additional  "ftamp  duty  of  ofid'half)>enny  be  charged  uiM>n  eve-* 
news-paper  printed  in  Great  Britain;  to  be  difperffed  and 
made  pui>lrc,  oyer  and  above  tiie  duties  now  pajabte  thereon. 

That, towands rsufing the Aipply grantedto his  Majefty,  an 
additiofiat  ftamp  duty  or  fix  pence  be  charged  upon  every  pack 
of  playing  cards  maUle  fit  for  fate  or  ufe  in<^at  Britam,  to 
be  paid  for  the  maker  tl^e^oi^  over 's^^d  above  the  duties  now 
pai^Ule  thereon^ 

Thar,  towapfls  railing  the*  fijpjAy  gfttnted  to  his  Majefty, 
an  addkioBal  ftnmp  duty  {)f  two  fhUUngs  and  fix  pence  be 
charged' ui^n  every  paif  of  iSie  made  "lit  .fo^^  fale  or  ufe  in 
Great" Britain,  to  be  paid  tJy  the'  nial5$r  thereof,  oyer  and 
fibove  thb^utie9  now-  ptfyuUJ^rf hereon. 

Thai  fuchofthe'moWidfeas'fllalth^  paid  iotp  the  receipt 'of 
the  ei^checjubr^  aftep  the^5thday  of  A|)i4l  -17^6^  and  on  or 
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before  the  5t]9t  day  of  April  1777^  of  the  produce  of  the  duties 
charged  b]^  t\ro  afis  made  in  die  fifth  and  fourteenth  years 
of  his  preient  Majefty*s  r^ign,  upon  the  importation  and  ex-» 
portation  of  gum  S^ega  and  gym  Arabic,  be  aj^lied  towards 
making  good  the  fuppTy  granted  to  his  Majefty« 

Orderedy 

That  bills  be  brou^t  in  upon  the  iaid  reiblutions* 
Jpril  as. 

The  refolutions  from  the  committee  of  fupply  being  read^ 
Mr»  ifart/i^  ohierred,  that  the  accounts  were  at  once  Mr. JQ»'f6)i^ 
the  moft  flovenly  and  delufive  he  ever  faw  laid  before  that 
{ioufe.  That,  uQwiUin^  to  tabe  up  the  time  <^  tkt  Houid 
to  no  putpofe,  he  ihould  juft  make  an  obfervation  or  two  re-* 
lative  to  the  iomediate  probable  efieAs  of  the  prefent  «rar  ; 
that  is,  that  the  end  or  this  v«ar  would  nearly  leave  us  in 
the  fame  fituation  we  were  at  the  conclufion  of  the  late  peace  ; 
^nd  that  another  campaign,  computed  at  the  fame  expense  aft 
that  of  1776,  would  leave  us  fourteen  millions  m  debt^ 
which  was  five  more  than  were  cleared  off  at  the  end  of  thir« 
teen  years  peace,    * 

Mr.  yyner  obferved,  that  the  coach  aft  had  a*  dauie  in  it  Mr.  I>n« 
which  enabled  the  collcftors  to  compound  with  fuch  as  had 
more  than  five  carriages  for  20L  pn-  anmim ;  he  therefore 
hoped  the  compofition  would  be  rai&d  in  proportion,  that 
the  compounders  might  not  efcape  the  tfkSt  of  the  propofed 
tax ;  for  it  might  be  prefumed  that  diole  who  kept  the  great* 
eft  number  of  carriages,  would  be  beft  able  to  pay  the  tax. 

Lonl  North  faid,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  fpeak  of  that  ^^  jvvtji 
wlien  ihc  bill  nnpofing  the  tax  fhould  come  before  the  Hoofe. 
When  that  time  fhould  arrive,  be  propofed  to  move  that  the 
compofition  in  future  Ihould  be  25I.  per  ann. 

Mr.  t^yner  ftated  a  complaint  againft  the  Lord  Great  |f,^  ^^,. 
Chamberlain,  for  ftmtting  up  the  avenues  to  the  Houfe  du- 
ring the  trial  of  the  Duchels  of  Kingfton,  in  Weftminftcr-^ 
Hall.  That  he  and  many  otiier  eentltmen  Wanted  their  votes 
juid  letters,  and  could  not  get  them.  He  was  certain  the 
conduft  of  that  officer  was  unprecedented  ;  he  fhould  there- 
fore be  glad  to  know  by  what  new  authority  he  a^ed. 

Sir  Gilbert  Eliiot  faid,  he  wifhed  the  honourable  gentle*  Sfr  athrrr 
man  would  refrain  making  any  motion  for  afewdsiys,becaufc  Elliot. 
}X.  would  be  proper  to  gain  full  information  on  the  fubjeft  he- 
•fc)rc  the  Houfe  came  to  any  refolution,  and  be  furc  m9t  what 
yf7i%  the  ancient  and  eftablifhed  ufa^  in  fuch  cafes. 

Mr.r 
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Mr.  Pjmr.  Mr.  Fyner  faid,  he  readily  acquiefced  in  the  joftice  of  die 
honourable  eentleman's  reafoning;  heihould  therefore  wave 
his  motion  for  theprefent,  but  he  fliould  take  care,  however, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  to  move  for  a  committee  of  pri- 
vileges and  elections,  to  enquire  into  the  antient  mode  of 
proceeding,  and  if  it  had  been  varied,  or  the  privileges  of 
the  Houfe  infringed,.,  he  would  certainly  follow  it  with  fuch 
odier  motion  as  he  fliould  think  the  particular  circumftancts 
of  the  cafe  required', 
lit  jiMfft  Sir  James  Lowthcr  then  made  the  following  motion,  pur- 
L9wtbir.  fiinQt  10  the  notice  given  by  him  previous  to  the  Eafter  rcccft, 
f^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houie,  that  the  introdoclog 
of  foreign  troops  into  any  part  of  the  domions  of  die  crown 
of.  Great*Britain,  withbut  the  previous  c6oient  or  approba- 
tion of  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  is  contrary  to  die 
principles  of  the  conftitution^  and  not  warranted  by  bw.'* 
He  gave  an  hi  ftorical  detail  of  thq  introduftion  of  fortigii- 
ers  mto  this  kingdom  iince  the  earlieft  periods  of  the  nxMiar- 
chyi  and  fhewed  that  it  had  always  been  looked  upon  to  be 
illegal  and  uncondltutional  to  introduce  foreign  troops  into 
the  kingdom  without  the  confent  of  Parliameitt,  He  kid^ 
all  our  liberties  would  be  no  more  thanafhadow,  if  fucbdiin^s 
werepermitted  or  maintained  on  the  ground  of  prerogative, 
for  inftead  of  a  limited,  the  very  nature  and  effcSt  of  ikha 
pretended  claim  in  tlic  crown,  would  render  this  govtm- 
xnent  an  abfolute  monarchy.  Amon§  the  points  he  inoft 
urged,  was  the  conduft  of  King  William's  Parliament  to- 
wards his  Dutch  guards,  and  the  fenfe  the  nation  had  d 
the  law  at  the  time  pf  its  bein^  pafled  ;  and  that  conftruM 
ti.on  which  the  framers  of  tl\e  bill  of  rights  law  immediateljl 
gjavc  it,  wSis  to  him  tlie  f  ulleft  proof  diat  the  obvious  conftruc-j 
tion  of  the  law  a£  it  now  ap]>cared,  was  likewifc  the  into 
tjon  of  diofe  who  palTed  it,  which  was,  that  no  forcigncrti 
could  be  conftitutionally  introduced  into  this  country  ^ritii«| 
out  the  confent  of  Parliament. 
Ow,  7fl/'«.  CiVUffHW  Johnjioftc  frconded  the  motion,  and  was  extrcmel 
/•Hi'  pointecf  and  i'evere  on  Lord  Nordi.     He  infilled  his  Lordllr 

had  infiUted  the  nation,  and  that  Houfe  in  the  manner  1 
conducting  the  indemnity  bill.  The  preamble  was  no  betti 
dian-a  m^re  farce,  and  it  was  all  along  condu£led  in  tl 
light  ia  the  Houfe;  lb  the  fate  it  met  with  in  the  other  ftcw 
how  little  the  minifter,  when  his  turn  was  ferved,  rcganli 
the  wifhes  pf  cit^ier  I|is  fri^^ds  Qr  his  enemies* 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Co/mo  Gordon  faid,  it  was  aH  improper  tim^  to  take  Wr»Cifm$ 
any  ftcp  which  might  have  the  appearance  of  paffine  a  cen-  ^^*'*** 
Hire  OB  his  Mdjefty^s  minift^rs ;  and  though  he  did  not  en- 
tirely approve  of  the  meafore,  the  motion  was  intended- uy 
conaemn,  yet  he  believed  the  minifters  always  afted  accord^ 
ing  to  the  King^s  inclinations*  He  laid,  be  would  not  move 
the  previous  queftion,  becaufe  he  had  done  it  upon  the  ho^ 
nourable  gentleman's  former  iimiiar  motion  (fa  pagt  t%\) 
but  he  hoped  fomebody  eife  would. 

The  right  honourable  iT.  Ttfwnfbend  fjjoke  of  the  Aui-»  J^rJ'*^ 
gcr  of  bringing  foreigners  into  the Britiih  dominiows,  Wtth-T'^**^ 
out  the  conlent  of  Parliament.  It  was  a  new  cxperifWcnt, 
and  Ihould  have  be^  adopted  with  great  caution.  It  is 
true,  foreigners  were  taken  into  the  Britifli  pay  in  every 
warfince  the  Revolution;  but  it  made  a  very  great  difle-' 
rence,  In  hiring  them  to  fight  our  battles  on  me  continent,. 
or  to  defend  their  own  dominions,  and  introducmg  them  into 
the  Britifh  empire ;  perhaps  not  long  before  it  would  be  for 
the  purpofe  of  defending  this  very  capital.  The  naode,  he 
faid,  of  recruiting  the  Britiih  troops  with  foreifirners  wa!^ 
befides  extremely  exceptionable.  They  were  inlifted  in  the 
Hans  towns,  which  were  known  to  be  die  afylum  of  all  the 
rogues  ^nd  vagabonds  of  the  reft  of  Germany;  men  who 
kad  fled  their  rcfpe&ive  countries  for  their  crimes.  When 
luch  men  therefore  came  to  ferve  in  America,  to  fuppofe 
that  they  would  fight  cordially  for  this  comitry,  and  for  its 
right,  was  folly  and  abfurdity  in  the  extreme :  They  would 
certainly  enlift  with  the  beft  pay-maftcr,  or  join  with  that 
party  which  held  out  the  beft  profpefts  of  improving  Acit 
preient  fituation  or  future  fortunes.  He  faid,  what  made 
bim  the  more  felicitous  about  the  iuccefs  of  the  prefent  mo* 
tionwas,  that  he  undcrftooil  the  meafure  of  introducing 
foreign  troops  had  not  been  fuppnrted  upon  the  ground  of 
neceffity,  or  tlic  exigencies  of  affairs,  but  had  been  expreflly 
maintained  by  feveral  eminent  lawyers  as  a  pofitive  uncondi- 
tional prerogative  inherent  in  the  crown. 

Lord  Aiulgrarve^  in  anlwer  to  Sir  James  Lowther,  faid  the  Lord  Jlfc/- 
fafts  alluded  to  by  that  gentleman  did  not  mean  the  domini-r**"* 
ons  of  the  crown  at  large,  but  were  fpccifically  confined  to 
tjiis  country.  He  th^rfcfotedid  not  conceive  that  any  law 
or  ufa^e  whatever,  reached  the  prefent  cafe,  or  could  prevent 
the  King  from  bringing  foreigners  into  any  part  of  the  do- 
miijionsi  of  the  crown  he  pleafed,  <jrcat-Britain  excepted. 

The 
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^^otslT--     The  Lorf  Jihxate  of  Scottaid  Vilhed  to  let  matters  ifeft 
kuuU    '  ''Upon  their  former  footing.     The  ufage  had  always  been, 
that  the  crown  had  a  right  to  exercife  the  difcretionaiy  foii^er 
now  objeded  to  ;  hut  as  the  motion  ftated  was  not  one  that 
ought  to  have  a  direA  native  put  upon  it,  he  fhould  mcrvc 
the  previous  queftion.     lie  faid,  onwhidilide  the  law  lay- 
he  Would  not  pretend  to  determine ;  but,  for  his  part  he 
^  fhould  think  a  minifter  very  inexcufable  and  blame-worthy, 
who  did  not,  when  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  and  the  moft 
important  interefts  of  his  country  were  at  flake,  venture 
even  to  tranfgrefi  the  exaft  limits  and  bounds  of  the  law ; 
and  in  fuch  a  cafe  he  was  fore  Parliament  would  cheaCrfully 
indemnify  htm.    And  if  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  for  want  of 
a  fufficient  defence,  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French 
.      and  Spaniards,  he  would  be  one  of  the  firft  that  would  give 
his  vote  for  hanging  that  minifter  who  negle£led  to  procure 
foreiencrs  for  their  fecurity  were  it  in  his  power. 
MrvDira-        ]^g^    Dunning  confined   himfelf  chiefly  to  the    defini- 
""'*  tion  of  tie  law,  and  Ihewed,  that  if  interpreted  in  the  man* 

ner  contended  for  on  the  other  fide,    1 00,000  Ruffians  or 
Germans  might  be  introduced  into  Scotland,  becaufe    Scot* 
land  at  the  time  of  paffing  the  bill  of  rights  formed  no  part, 
of  this  kingdom. 
Sctjrftnt  Mr.  Serjeant  Giynn  faid,  that  the  motion  now  made  became 

c/ynn.        moTC  n^ccffary  by  throwing  out  the  indenmity  bill ;  it  was  a 
prope^ttiotion  to  prevent  the  meafore  of  introducingforcigners 
withbut  the  confent  of  Parliament,  having  the  full  weight 
and  authority  of  a  precedent. 
UuAttw-      ]^r.    Attorney    General    feid,    that    minifters  always    do 
mrf  Central  ^^^  ^^  ^^y^  ^^^  p^^il  when    they    ovcr-ftep   the   law. 
It  was  therefore  idle  to  be  talking  or  mfifting  qn  the  legality 
or  illegality  of  the  meafure ;  if  they  fhould  aft  in  a  man- 
ner not  warranted  by  the  conftitution.  Parliament  were  the 
beil  judges,  and  would  proceed  to  acquittal  or  condemnation^ 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe. 
Mr,  Fc*.        Mr.  Fox  faid,  that  it  was  illegal  for  one  part  of  the   Ic^f- 
lature  to  fanftify  the  introduftion  of  foreigners.     Parlia- 
ment were  the  proper  judges  of  the  meafure. 
Hon.  T.  Honourable  71  Luttreli  fhewed,  Azt  the  fending  home  tho 

luttnll.  Dutch  guards,  was  in  conlcquence  of  the  conduft  of  James, 
not  "any- real  jcaloufy  the  nation  entertained  of  King  Wil- 
liam. 

The  previous  queftion  was  put,  riiat  the  queftion  be  now 
put.    The  Houfe  divided,  ayes  88 ;  noes  149. 
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jlpril  a6. 

The  Houfe  rcfolved  itfclf  into  a  committee,  to  confider  oi 
a  more  cflfeftual  method  of  fecuring  the  freedom  of  eledions 
of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament ;  but  came  to  no  refo- 
Intion, 

Adjourned  to  April  2^^ 

Jpril  29. 

Report  of  conynittee  of  ways  and  means*  No  debate.  Ift 
committee  on  Shaftefbury  incapacitating  bill ;    to  fit  again, 

Jftril  30,         • 

Mr.  Vyner  complained  of  a  breach  of  privilege  committed  Mr.  Vyntr. 
by  the  Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  who,  during  the  trial  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  had  (but  upall  the  avenues  to  the  Houfe. 

Sir  G.  Elliot  faid,  the  noble  Duke,  [Duke  of  Ancaftfer]  had  Si^G.£«•^ 
aflured  him  it  proceeded  from  miftake. 

Mr.  Seymour  mentioned,  that  a  member  of  the  Houfe  Ut^s^mmr 
[Lord  Barrington]  had  been  called  upon  to  give  evidence  a( 
the  trial  without  leave  of  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Town/hend  faid,  leave  of  die  Houfe  Ought  to  have  Mr.  Tewi. 
been  firft  alkcd.  -^'"^ 

Mr.  Alderman  fVilhes^  The  veneration  with  which  I  am  Mn  Aidtr- 
deeply  impreflcd  for  the  conftitution  of  my  countiy,  the  love  ^^^^^** 
and  affeflion  of  a  native  to  the  noble  privileges^  the  laws 
and  liberties  of  England,  as  well  as  duty  and  etatitude  to 
the  much  injured  freeholders  of  Middlelex,  are  tne  powerful 
motives  of  my  again  troubling  the  Houfe  with  a  queftion  ib 
frequently  agitated  within  thefe  walls,  aAd  fo  fully  difcuifed 
even  the  laft  fcffion,  although  not  hitherto  followed  with  the 
fuccefs  I  hope  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

The  profligacy,  venality,  and  daring  attempts  againft  li- 
berty of  the  laft  Houfe  of  Commons,  have  made  their  me- 
mory odious  to  the  people.  The  annals  of  our  country  arc 
diigraced  with  tholr  various  violations  of  the  rights  of  the 
fubjeA.  I  (hall  now  confine  myfelf  to  a  fingle  cafe,  but  it 
was  of  the  blackeft  nature  and  deepeft  dye,  branched  out  into 
many  enormities,  and  ftill  demands  ample  attonement*  I 
allude  to  the  various  reiblutions  refpeAine  the  elections  for 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  and  the  feating  Mr.  Luttrell  in  the 
Houfe,  although  he  had  confefTedly  only  a  minority  of  the 
fuffrages  of  the  freeholders,  in  whom  the  conftitution  has 
placed  the  right  of  eleftion.  While  thefe  refolutions,  Sir, 
remain  among  OTir  records,  I  confider  a  precedent  eftablifhed 
under  the  fanftion  of  this  Houfe  of  Parliament  to  rob  not 
only  a  whole  county,  but  the  entire  collective  body  of 
dehors  of  this  kingdom  of  their  birthright,  and  moft  valua- 
VoL.  IIL  Yyy  ble 
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blc  inheritance.  It  is  a  pxeccdept,  which  may  be  brought 
home  to  every  borough,  city,  and  county,  to  every  free- 
holder, every  clcftor  in  the  ifland, 

Thefafis  were  fully  ftated  to  the  Houfe  in  the  debate  on 
tliis  fubjcA  the  laft  year,  and  I  am  perfuaded  they  live  in  the 
memory  of  every  gentleman.  I  ihall  defirp  the  Clerk  to 
read  only  one  refolution.  It  is  tliat  of  February  17,  1769, 
"  That  John  Wilkes,  €{<[,  having  been,  in  thi$  feffiop  of 
ParliameAt,  c^^pellcd  this  Houfe,  was,  and  is,  incapable  of  be- 
ing elefted  a  member  to  ferve  in  this  preient  Parliament." 
This  declaration,  in  my.  Opinion,  transfers  from  the  people  to 
Ihis  Houfe  the  right  of  elcftion,  and  by  an  unbounded,  un- 
/:ontcouled  exercifc  of  the  negative  pow^r,  the  Houfe  in  ef- 
.  '  .  fed  affumc  the  pofitivp  right  of  making  whom  they  pleafc 
the  rcprefentatives  of  .the  people  in  Parliament.  I  am  very 
rcaily  to  adiiMt  thattliexe  jare  varipus  najtur%l  and  legal  inca- 

Eaci(te$>  and  when  the  party  is  fubjefi  to  any  one  of  them, 
c  is  not  eligible.  Aliens,  minors,  bi(hops,  are  incapable  of 
being  eleAed  into  a  Houfe  of  Commons.  Beiides  thefe, 
there  are  other  incapacities  arifing  from  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  of  ]the  cafe,  and  fome  created  by  particular  ftatutes. 
Where  However  there  is  no  natural  or  legal  difability,  the 
capacity  of  being  eleftcd  is  tb?  inherent  right  <rf  every  free- 
man of  the  realm,  and  he  clinnot  be  divefted  of  it  without  an 
equal  injury  to  the  party,  and  to  the  conftituent^  in  whom 
the  power  is  conftitutionally  lodged  of  determining  whom  bf 
thinks  tlie  moft  fit  and  proper  peribn  to  zdi  for  him  in  the 
great  copncil  of  the  nation.  The  declaration. of  the  Houfe 
therefore  that  any  man,  duly  qualified  by  law,  ihall  not  be 
allowed  to  fit  in  Parliament  as  a  leprefentative  of  the  Com- 
mons of  the  realm,  was  afTt^ming  to  themfelves  the  making 
a  new  law,  to  which  only  the  three  eftatcs  are  adequate.  It 
was  disfranchiiing  a  whole  county,  a^d  confequently  in 
cfFeft  the  united   kingdonj.  .        . 

The  public  attention  has  b(:en  fo  long  fpce^j  on  this  iippor* 
tan|:  bufinefs,  tjiat  ip  would  be  the  wes^^it.  and  vaineil  pre- 
fumpfioA  iji  DIP  to  attempt  any  new  arguments  in  fupport  of 
a  right  acknowledged  by  every  man,  who  is  not  interefled  in 
the  fubverfion  of  all  our  rights,  liberties,  and  fi^andiifes.  I 
.  Iliall  not  enter  on  a  dull  repetition  of  the  debates,  which  for 
the  laft  feven  years  have  come  oi>  every  jblfioB,  nor  repeat  a 
nipUitudc  of  cafes  and  precedents  ;  but^ijc  1  hAVC  a  feat 
in  this  Hc^ufe,  I  pled^  unyfelf  to  my.couBtrf,t]^t  I  will  be 
firm  and  unwearied  in  my  endeavour^  till  fjvery  fyllable  on 
our  journals,  which  marks  the  ipjuftiQe  donoto  the  freehol- 
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<*ers  of  MxdtHdtec,  and  to  6Veiy  iltScor  ift  th6  iflafld,^-%€  fiilly: 
eraied  or  obtiter^tcd. 

Since  die  debate,  hovfcvef,  on  this  queftioh  in  tke  laft  ftf- 
lion,  almof);  with'n  a  fortnight  after,  a  cafe  i^dipe^ing  die 
elo£^ion  at  Abinpjdon  Was  determinfed  here  in  a  itianncr  dia- 
inetpicalljr  oppoiitc  to  one  part  of  this  pretended  law  of  Par^^ 
liament,  fotemnly  laid  down  by  all  the  advocates  of  the  rtit- 
niftry  in  the  affair  of  Mr,  Luttrdl.     They  afguetl,  that  all 
^hc  votes  given  to  Mr.  Wilkes  were  tiirown  away,  becaufe 
tUcy  were  given,  as  they  aflbrted,*to  a  perfon  labouring  un- 
der a  legal  incapacity,  and  confequeritly  Mr.  Luttrclf;  with 
<>nly  296  freeholders,  was  entitled' to  his  feat  ih  preference  to" 
the  other  candidate  with  11431   .Th«  majority  of  the  elec-^ 
tors  q(  Middlefcx,  Sir,  fully  anfwerejd  this  argument  in  tli&t- 
remarkable  petition  prefented  to'  the  Houfe   by  the  worthy 
baronet  near  me,  on  the  agth  of  April,  1 769,  in  which  they 
afferted,  ^^  that  Mi*.  Luttrell  fiad  not  the  majority  of  legaF 
votes ;  nor  didthcfy,  when  they  voted  for  Mr.  Wilkes/ mean* 
thereby  to  throw  away  their  votes,   or  to  wave  their  right  of 
reprefeiJtation,  nor  would  they,  by  any  mearts,  haVfc  chofen- 
to  be  rcprefented  by  Mr.  Luttrdl."     Notwithftanding  this 
petition,  the  Hoofe,  on  the  8th  of  May  following,  declared' 
Mr.  Luttrell  duly  elefted.     Now  let  us  examine  the  ililf 
more  recent  cafe-of  the  Abingddn  eleftion,  the  determina- 
tion of  tke  feleft*  committee,  with  all  the  proceedings  of  the' 
prefeht  Parliament.     I  will  ftAte  them  briefly,  and  ifiall  af- 
terwards delire  the  clerfc  to  read  froni  the  journals  the  rtiort 
irapdrtantpariTages,     Mr.  Bayley's  petition  was  prefented   to 
this  Houfc»on  the  6th  of  Defcemoer,  1774-     It  wks  confined 
to  one  fingle  olyeftion,  tlie  legal  difebility  of  the  other  can- 
didate, noacculation  of  bribery  or  corruption,   riots,  unfair 
praftices,  or  illegal  votes,  being  exhibited.     It  ftated,  ^^tbat 
at  the  place  0*  eleftion,  and  before  the  taking  of-  ttie  pally 
the  roayor  of  4he  faid  borough  and  the  other  eleflfcfps  were? 
publicly  told,  that  as  the  other  candidate,  Mr.  John*  Mayor, 
was  then  high  fhcrifF  of  that  county,  he  was '  ihqapablc  of 
being  cliot<^tt  aniember  to  reprefent  the  faid  borough  ih  thia 
prefent  Parli;uuent,  arid  t)?at -all- votes  given  foftJie'ftid  high 
flicrifF  would  be  thrown  aivny-w  notwithftanding  SvBich,  the 
mayor  of  the  faid  borough'  did*  himfelf  vote,  and  alfd  receited 
the  votes  of -ditties  other  perfoils  for  the  faid  high  (herifF; 
and  that  the  faid   high  IlierifF  hath  returned  himfelf  as  duly 
elefted  for  the  faid  through,  in  manifeft  prejudice  of  the  pe- 
titioner,.  whd, .  bw  tig  the  only  candidate  capable  of  being 
elefted,  ough^  to  have  been  returned.'* '  T^e*  faftj,  as  ftated 
Y  y  y  a  i* ' 
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in  the  petition,  were  admitted,  as  well  as  the  numbers  at  th^. 
clofc  of  the  poll,  for  Mr.  Mayor  146,  for  Mr.  Bay  ley  only 
116.     The  great  queftion  tvas,  whether,  if  Mr.  mzyor  was 
not  eligible,  the  votes  for  him  were  thrown  away,  and  Mr, 
Bayley,  who  had  not  the  majority  of  eleftors,  fhould  be  de- 
clared duly  eje^pd.?     The  feleft  committee,  on  the  6th  of 
March,.  1775,  reported,  that, neither  Mr.  Mayor,  nor  Mr. 
Bayley,  was  duly  elefted,  and  that  tlie  cleftion  was  yoid. 
The  Houfe  immediately  direfted  a  new  writ  to  iffuc  for 
Abingdon,     The  minifterial  advocates,  who  infift  on  Mr, 
Wilkes's  legal  .'incapacity,  can  fcarccly  find  a  cal'c  more  ex- 
adly  parallel.     It  is  equalled  only  by  the  well  known  prece- 
dent of  Mr.  Walpolc,  and  Mr,  Taylor,  in  1711.     Yet  the 
buigeffes  of  Lynn  were  not  infulted,  by  having  a  gentlemaa 
declared  their  reprefentative,  whom  they  never  eleAed.     The 
Abingdon  cafe  was  of  the  moft  public  notoriety.     The  rc- 
t;urning  officer,  and  all  the  cleQors  of  Abingdon,  were  pub- 
licly informed  of  Mr.  Mayor's  legal  incapacity.     Mr.  Bay- 
Icy  polled  nea,r  half  the  voters  of  that  borough.     His  oppo- 
fition  however  being  not  to  a  friend  of  liberty  and  the  peo- 
ple, but  XhP  attack  made  on  a  fubaltern  in  the  minifterial 
forces,  he  had  little  chance  of  being'  an  ad<^ed  child  of  the 
Houfe,  or  of  a  committee  fele&cd  from  the  prefent  majority. 
The  arbitrary  refolution  on  our  journals,  and  the  appoint-- 
ii^ent  of  Mr.  Lj^ttrell,  I  confider  as  an  abfolute  furrender  of 
the  conftituti$>n  to  the  flainiftei:.     The  laws  of  the  land  are 
of  no  avail,  when  this   Houfe  alone  can  make  a  new  law, 
adajpted  to  the  caprice,  violence,  pj  iniuftice  of  every  emer- 
genlcy,   and  wh^en  reprefcntation  ii^  Parliament  no    longer 
depends  upon,  the  dioice  of  :tke.ele£lors.      The  people  of 
£nglan4  may  in  vaiii  aiTemble  with  the  fond  hope  of  effeftu- 
ally  exeycifirtg  their  noblcft  franchife,  if  the  objeft  of  their 
choice  is-  r^^lly  what  he  ought  to  be,  an  independent  friend 
of  libertyi  fuperior .  to  menace  or  corruption.    The  mini- 
fterhas  found  out  a  way  to  baffle  them  in  all- their  proceed- 
ir\gs.     He  may,  on  any  prctcpce,  however  frivolous,  procure 
^n'  expulfion,  and  expulfion,  we  know,  means  incapacitation; 
}b  .that  during  a  long  period  qf  feven  years,  the  favourite 
objeftof  a  county's  choice  maybp  kept  out,   and  the  no- 
minee pf  a    minifler  be  declared  tp  rcprefent  a  populous 
county.  .    Can    there   be  a  iiwre  fblemn  «xockcry  of  the 
rights  of  a  free  people  ? 

While  fuch  arbitrary  refolutions  as  thofe  rcfpefting  the 
Middlefex  eieAions  remain  on  our  journals,  I  think  the  mi- 
nifter  holds  high  the  rod  of  vengeance  over  the  head  of  every 
jpcmber  of  this  Houfe.    H?  ftancU  here  with  an  yplifted  ami, 
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fuilimi  fiagdlo^  to  punifh  the  rcfra£h)ry,  and  almoft  every 
a&ion  of  the  majority  feems  to  betray  their  being  either 
fwayed  by  the  daftardly  paifion  of  fear,  or  corrupted  by  the 
mean  principle  of  reward.  We  are  governed  by  Solon's 
plan,  pr/pmo  et  potnay  as  Cicero  has  Aimmed  it  up  in  two 
words.  Is  a  member  obnoxious  or  refra£tory  ?  Accufe  him  ■ 
of  a  libel,  or  any  other  crime ;  then  vote  away  your  own  pri- 
vileges to  get  at  him  ;  and  before  the  caufe  can  come  to  a 
trial  by  a  jury  of  his  countrymen  on  oath,  examine  twp  or 
three  partial  and  well-inftruded  witnciTes  under  no  fuch  fanc- 
tion,  and  you  may  proceed  immediately  to  expulfion ;  yow 
then  vote  him  incapable  of  being  re-clefted,  and  you  take 
the  creature  of  the  minifter  in  his  place,  and  declare  him  a 
reprefentative  of  the  people.  ^  Houfe  of  Commons  may  in 
this  manner  be  fo  garbled,  as  not  to  contain  a  iingle  fair  and 
hoaeft  reprefentative,  eleded  according  to  the  law  of  the  land« 

The  motion  of  expunging  from  our  records  the  refolutioos 
of  which  I  complain,  I  know  is  confidered  by  fome  gentle^  - 
men  as  a  violent  meafure.  The  cafe,  I  thinK,  requires  the 
moft  fpii^ited  mode  of oredreis,  and. I  wiih  for  as  fuU  atdnt* 
ment  to  the  people  as  poffible.  The  laft- Parliament  gave  us 
an  inflance  of  expunging  from  our  journals  what  never  ought 
to  have  been  moved  in  this  Houie,  the  thanks  to*  a  ftupid  tory 
parfon  for  a  libel  on  the  Revolution,  .and.thepreient  eftabliib^' 
ment,  in  a  fermon  preached  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  tneritfcd 
death  of  the  tyrant,  Charles  I.  If  fo  trifling  a  buiineis  as;  a 
foolifh  fermon,  neither  heard  or  read  by  a  fcore  peribns^ 
called  for  fo  fpirited  a  meafure,  can  it  be  deemed  inipropetor. 
violent,  when  the  rights  of  all  the  electors  of  the  kingdom, 
have  been,  openly  invaded,  and  the  ufurpation  juftified'by  gen* 
tlemen  in  the  higheft  offices  under  the  crOwn  ?  The  circum* 
ftance  is  truly  alarming,  and  demands  the  utmoft  exertions  oi 
an  honefi  zeal  and  generobs  ardour  for  thepublic. 

I  own  I  am  not  fo  nice  and  fcrupulous  about  preferving 
every  line  of  the  immenfity  of  the  .learned  lumber  of  our 
jouFhals.  They  are  become  the  mere  regifters  of  the  edifis 
of  the  minifter,  of  turnpike  roads,  enclofures,  and  matters  oi'  »  - 
private  bufinefs.  There  are  many  whole  pages  diigiacefol  to. 
the  nation  among  our  trivial,  fond  records.  My  heart  bletds 
when  I  read  all  the  xixvpaBi  and  inhunUn  refolutions  againft 
our  feUow  fubjefis  in  America,  the  fleets  and  armies  voted 
for  the  vain  attempt  of  fubduing  the  unconquerable  fpirit  of 
libernr  among  the  defcendants  of  EngliiShmen ;  and  when  I 
refleA  on  the  fubfequcnt  proceedings,  the  barbarous  and  fa.T. 
vage  manner  in  which  you  have  carriisd  on  the  war,  by'  4t^ 
tempting  to  ftarve  thoufands  of  induftrious  fifhermen,  and  la^ 
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bouring  poor,  with  their  families,  as  well  as  the  burning  <^a 
and  defencclefs  towns  and  villages,  I  wifli,  for  the  national 
humanity  and  honour,,  which  formerly  flood  fo  high,  thcfc 
bkck  pages  of  our  journals,  and  every  trace  of  the  cruelties 
and  horrors  which  followed,  were  ooliterated  from  the  re- 
cords of  this  Houic,  of  this  kingdom,  of  the  human  race. 

In  juiltce  to  the  ufurped  and  violated  rights  of  this  coun* 
ty,  in  a  full  ienfe  of  duty  to  all  my  brother  ele£h>r8  at  large, 
aMi  to  prevent  the  moil  fatal  and  pernicious  precedent  being 
ever  uied  hy  a  wicked  and  ill-de%ning  minifter  to  the  de- 
Aruftion  ot  the  facred  right  of  eleoion,  of  national  freedom 
and  independency,  I  move,  '^  that  the  refolutions  of  .die 
Houfeof  the  i7tli  of  February,  1769,  that  John  Wilkes, 
Ehquire,  having  been  in  this  le/Bon  of  Parliament  expelled 
tikis  Houfe,  was  and  v^  incapable  of  fitting  in  the  prefent 
Parliament,?*  be  expui^d  from  the  journals  of  this  Houfe, 
ai  being  iubverfive  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body  of  elec* 
tors  of  this  kingdotn, 

Mr.  Serqeant  Glynn  feconded  the  motion. 
'  Mrv  Baldwin  and  Mr..  Majfey  fpoke  .on  the  fame  fide. 
'  Thei?c  was  no  reply. 

*  The  Houfd  divided  ;   for  the  queflion  9a,  agalnft  it  186. 
^Oi-der  for  fecond  reading  -of  the  bill  for  preventing  the 
plundering  of  fhipwtfecked  veflels. 

Mr.  Hid.  ^  Mr*  Rice  finccrely  wifhed  that  ibmething' might  be  davifed 
t0  put  a  flop  to  fo  barbarous  a  pra£lice ;  but  as  the  bill  propofed 
to  lay  a  penalty  on  die  hundred  where  the  wreck  happened,  by 
way  of  indemnification,  he  could  not  confent  to  it,  nor  coulvl 
h6'  confent  to  it  though  the  money  were  to  be  xaifed  on  the 
country  at  large;  but  notwithfbmding  he  was  againft  the 
provifions  of  tbebill^  he  was  not  avcrle  to  the  mtention, 
whidi  was  that  of  putting  a  flop  to  fo  great  ah  evil.  He 
fhould  therefore  be  for  fending  the  bill  to  a  committee,  that 
gentlemen  might  have  time  to  confider  iti  Ho  prefumed  that 
iA>thing  would  anfwer  the  purpofe  better  than  purfuing  ibmc 
ptaci^  which  might  be  the  means  of  procuring  early  and  timely 
informarioki,  Uit  he  would  for  his  part  never  coniient  that  th« 
lofs-fh0uld:bemade  good  either  by  the  county  or  the  huA<* 
dred. 

U.  Mui-        Loitl  Mklgravefsidj  for  the  honour  and  reputation  of  the 

grave:  natiou  he  would  be  almofl  for  any  bill  which  would  promife 
to 'prevent  fuch  a  fcandaloufi  pcafbcoi;  •  tliat  when  vice  is  Ix- 
come  fo' flagrant,  the  only  way  to  curb  it  is  by  poniihments 
pro|perly  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  officnce ;  that  none  would 
adfwer  fO'WeU  ascoropeUing  people  by^  motives  of  mere  inte* 
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reft  to  afts  of  hum^wity  ;  that  every  man  who  liv6d  iil  the 
hundred  whew  rte  (hip  was  wrecked,  if  the  lofs  was  .to  be 
ni^de  good  by  the  hufidred,  would  find  an  intereft  in  proteo 
.ting  the  wreck,  for  by-fo  doing  he  would  protc&'hia  own 
property ;  that  tliis  was  the  very  reafoii  why  the  hunditd  was 
.compelled  to  noake  good  robbjeries  committed  on  the  high- 
way, in  order  to  make  them  more  ready  to  affift  in  appre- 
hending the  ofSsnders,  or  more  aAive  in  diicovering  them. 

Mr,  Mackwor^b.     As  the  whole  Houfe  feemed  to  be  agreed  Mr.  Maeh 
in  the  principle  of  the  bill,  he  did  aot  fee  how  any  gentkman^*'''** 
^ould  conijAently  ob^eft  to  its  being  fent  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Jd^lr  obfervcd,  that  pecuniary  tcmptationsKr.  Berj. 
ihould  bcteftrained  by  pecuniary  punifbments.  •'^'''' 

Mr.  Harrh  iaid,  it  was  direfted  againft  the  innocent  asMt.iEirr»». 
well  as  the  gjuiltv,  and  it  was  a  maxim  in  law,  common  ienfe, 
and  morals^  that  it  was  always  better  that  two  guilty  perfoos 
ihoiUd  efc^pe,  than  one  innocent  perfon  fuffer.  What  was 
the  rule  here  laid  down  ?  A  few  of  the  moft  Profligate 
pcrfoijks  in  a  hundred  were  to  profit  by  public  rapine  and  plun- 
der, and  all  the  reputable  induftrious  inhabitants,  per&ms 
who  abhorred  the  a&  asiXHich  as  tJiofi;  really  plundered,  were 
to  be  made  refpo^ifibie  for  the  k>fs. 

Mr.  Wbitworfb  (2L\Ay  tiiis  country  was  the  only  civilized  Mr.  ^^ifw 
country  under  heaven  where  fuch  outrages  were  permitted,  *'*'''*^ 
without  affording  reduefs  tq  the  injured  party. 

Mr.  Henniker  laid,  he  had  a  (hip  wrecked  on  the  northern  Mr.H^if* 
coaft  of  England,  where  gentlemen  in  the  jieighlwurhood  "'*"'' 
gave  every  alfaftanoe  in  their  power,  but  to  very  little  pur- 
pole.^  He  had  another  wrecked  on  the  coaft  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, where  he  had  every  thing  returned  that  was  faved, 
and  when  he  ofiered  a  gratuity  for  the  trouble,  tbcanfwxr  he 
received  wa^,  "  No,  you  have  alrcadv  loft  enough  in  the 
lofs  of  your  Ihip,  we  will  take  nothing, 

Mr.  fVallacik     Whatever  our  private  virtue  might  be,  we  Mr^fTulkce^ 
ihould  at  leaft  aflume  the  appearance  of  public  virtue  ;  for 
this  was  the  only  country  in  Europe,  in  which  fuch  inhuman 
practices  were  f^iilered,  without  public  punishments  or  public 
redrefs. 

Sir  George  Savile  painted,  in  ftrong  cdours,  the  iidiumanity  Sir  Geo^x^ 
of  rendering  the  miferablc  and  wretched  ftill  ihorQ&.  As  to^*^*^'  r 
the  hardfhip  of  puni(hingthe  innocent^  the  sirgmnent'had^he 
appearaace  of  plaufibility,  and  that  w^  aU  ;  for  jJo  particu- 
lar man  had  a  right  to  complain,  when  they  all  were  to  feel 
the^effeSs  of  the  Uv^  iodifcriminatcly,  aiid  tha*  fer  public 
good,  and  private. iJ9i(te0im£icaitigo*       .:....•   ..:*        '.* 
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Mr.  Saa^      The  Lord  Mayor  [Mr.  Sawbridgi]  faid,  It  Would  be  ex-. 

Mdgt.  cccdingly  cruel  to  make  gentlemen  pay  for  matters  which  it 
was  not  in  their  power  to  prevent.  He  obferved,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  who  patronized  the  bill,  had  omitted  Scot- 
land in  the  bill ;  and  the  gentlemen  of  that  country  had  reti- 
red, as  not  being  interefted  ;  but  he  aiTured  fuch  as  remained 
in  theHoufe,  that  if  the  prefent  bill  (hould  pafs,  he  had  not 
a  doubt  but  it  was  intended  to  take  them  in,  by  including 
that  country  in  a  more  general  law,  to  be  brought  in  at  a 
more  convenient  occaiion. 

Lord  Adv.       Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland  faid,  diat  every  other  country 

of. Satlfind*  in  Europe  had  provided  a  remedy  for  this  terrible  calamity 
but  thefe  kingdoms. 

4)<»v.p«w-     Governor  Poic;«£i// obferved,   that  if  the  prefent  bill  was 

■•^'  brought  forward  under  any  fuch  idea,  it  was  a  total  miftake 

through  ignorance  of  the  remedies  which  the  laws  with  very 
fevere  penalties  had  provided  againft  this  moft  cruel  and  fa- 
-vagc  of  all  crimes.  If  thefe  were  not  underftood  or  not  fuf- 
ficient,  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  them  was  the  proper  me- 
^od,  in  which  he  would  readily  give  his  afliftance. 
/  But  he  objAed  to  the  principle  of  this  bill.     It  leafbns, 

which  is  its  principle,  that  becaufe  in  many  cafes  the  coun- 
ty or  hundred,  which  do  not  prevent  certain  crimes,  or  bring 
to  punifhment  the  proprietors  of  them,  are  made  liable  to 
make  good  the  damages  incurred  ;  fo  it  is  proper  and  juft  that 
*  in  this  cafe  of  plundering  (hips  wrecked  they  fhould  likewife 
be  made  liable.  In  the  firft  cafe,  they  have  jurifiliftion  to  pre- 
vent and  puniih,  therefore  it  is  proper.  In  this  cafe,  they  have 
neither  power  or  jurifdi£tion,  and  therefore  it  would  be  both 
improper  and  unjuft.  The  law  hath  put  thefe  matters  un- 
der the  juriidiftion  of  the  courts  of  vice-admiralty.  There 
are  no  divilions  of  counties  or  hundreds  below  low-water 
mark.  It  would  be  impoflible  to  lay  the  fafts.  The  jurif- 
di£bion  would  be  impraaicable ;  and  the  attempt  to  execute 
tiiislaw,  ihould  it  pafs,  would  confound  alljuriiai&ion.  There 
is  no  analogy  in  die  cafe,  thougli  the  principle  of  the  bill 
proceeds  on  the  fuppofed  analogy.  It  is  therefore  a  total 
mifapplication  of  a  very  juft  and^wife  principle,  to  cafes  where 
it  does  not  and  cannot  apply! 

Mr.  Km.  Mr.  ^^m  called  it  a  black  bill,  and  iniifted  that  it  mig^t  be 
produftive  of  ijie  ^ofleft  fraud  and  impoiition. 

Ut.Mtd!^*  Mr.  Afedtey  fpoke  Xo  many  irfftances  in  fad  to  the  fame 
putpoie. 

Mr.  Surh*  Mr-  Burh  faid,- when  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the 
bill,  the  Houfe  f«emed  to  be  almoft  unanimous ;  but  now  he 
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berceived  that  gentlemen  had  chahged  theit  mimis,  he  fiiuft 
fubmit;  for  he  perceived  the  bell  had  rung  the  departing 
kncH  of  his  biUi  He  flieWed  fwm  the  French  laws,  what 
great  advahtages  they  had  over  ouJ-s,  in  tefpeft  of  fhips 
Wrecked  on  thciir  coaus*  tie  obferved,  that  gentlertieh  af- 
fefted  gfeat  caution  iti  the  prefciit  cafe^  though  it  was  well 
known  we  had  laws  enafted  on  the  nloll  trivial  occafions* 
We  had  foittc  agdinft  pulling  a  ftake  out  of  a  hedge  ;  others 
tigainft  ^touching  paling;  dtheirsj  ftill  more  extraordinary^ 
againft  difturbing  a  thom»  All  thofe,  according  to  the  lan^* 
guage  held  this  day,  W^re,  itfeems,  of  mote  confequence  in 
the  eftimation  of  fome  gentlemen,  than  the  deftroyine^  piU 
laging,  or  purloining  the  cargo  of  a  vcffel  Vvorth  fevem  thou* 
fand  pounds* 

The  queftion  wis  pm,  diid  the  ttoc^fe  divided  on  the  fec^ondf 
readings  ayes  43,  noes  55, 

May  ti 

New  tax  bills  brought  In.    No  debate*  v 

May  2k 

The  Lord  MiyOf  [Mr^  Sawbndge]  moved^  that  ^  cbm-  Mr.  S^w^ 
mittec  be  appointed  to  enquire  into  tlie  ufc  which  the  com-  *'*4»» 
miHioners  of  the  admiralty  have  made  of  the  power  to  grant 
licences  to  fuch  fhips  and  veiTcls  as  Ihall  be  aAually  retained 
or  employed  irt  his  Majefty*s  fetvice  *  or  to  fu<ih  (hips  and 
Veffels  as  (hall  be  laden  with  prOvifions  for  the  ufe  of  his  Ma* 
jcfty*s  fleets,  armies,  or  carrifons,  of  fot  the  ufe  of  the  in^- 
habitants  of  any  town  or  place  garrifoned,  or  po(refled  by  any 
of  his  Majefty's  ttoops,  giveh  them  by  an  aft  entitled,  An 
aft  to  prohibit  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  the  colonies  ot 
New  Hamp(hire,  MalTachufet's  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  Con-^ 
neftJcut,  New  York,  New  Jerfev,  Pcnfylvania,  the  three 
lower  counties  on  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginias,  North 
and  South  Carolina^  and  Georgia.  In  fupport  of  his  motion, 
he  enumerated  feveral  Ipecies  of  goods  fent  under  the  autho^ 
rity  of  thofe  licences,  particularly  woollen  and  linnen  cloaths 
of  all  kinds  and  values,  painters  colours,  leather,  tin  plates  fpf 
tinners  work,  ftveet  oil,  &c.  none  of  which,  he  prefumed, 
would  be  brought  within  the  defcriptipn  of  food,  according  to 
the  obvious  cOnftrOftioft  of  the  aft,  befidcs  Scotch  fnufF^  and 
abundance  of  other  thtags* 

Governor  Johnjione  feconded  the  motion.     He  faid,  it  at-  Oor*  y$bit» 
ways  had  been  tlie  care  of  that  Houf<i,  to  prevent  monopoliesA"'* 
of  every  kind.   .  H^  quoted  an  aft  pafled  in  the  reign  of  Ed^ 
ward  IIL  again(l  the  monopolies,,  and  gave  feveral  inftances 
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of  their  ruinous  and  deftru£tivc  eiFcAs,  particuUrhr  in  the 
reigns  of  Elizabeth,  James,  and  Charles  the  Firu,  during 
which  times  they  were  granted  to  the  tools  and  emiflaries  of 
the  court,  and  were  the  conftant  engine  of  court  favouritirau 
He  faid,  in  Mr.  Pelham's  adminiftration  two  perfons  were 
proceeded  a^ainil  with  the  moil  commendable  rigour,  one 
of  them  bemg  obliged  to  fly  the  kingdom,  and  the  other, 
Leheup,  was  femoved  from  his  places,  and  the  Attorney 
General  received  dire&ions  from  the  Houfe  to  profei:ute  him 
on  the  ftatiite. 
tad  iv«ri**  Lord  North  faid,  thgt  two  veffels  only  had  failed  before  the 
licences  were  recalled ;  for  as  foon  as  it  was  known  at  the  ad- 
ijiiralty  that  improper  ufes  had  been  made  of  them,  all  thole 
already  granted  were  immediately  fuperfeded  or  altered.  Ap- 
plications, it  is  true,  were  iirft  made  to  the  admiralty  ;  thofe 
applications  were  referred  to  the  treafury -board,  and  in  a 
few  inftances  liberty  was  given  to  export  more  than  provi- 
iions,  but  it  was  apparently  on  the  beft  grounds. 
Sir  Grey  Sir  Grey  Cooper  faid,  that  no  aj^plication  had  been  made  to 

C*9^»       him  for  leave  to  tranfport  calves,  or  any  other  kind  of  live 
fiock,  for  that  any  permiflion  of  that  kind  given,  was  purely 
on  the  idea  of  the  neceffity  of  fupplying  the  army  in  Bi»£U>a 
with  frelh  provifions. 
Mr,  BtMtr.     Mr.  Buller  (of  the  admiralty)  defended  the  conduft  of  that 
.board ;  faid,  that  the  few  articles  licenfed  for  exportation 
.were  not  objefts  of  commerce,   but  only  fuch  as  it  was  im- 
poflible  for  the  troops  to  do  without, 
lord  iVfrr^.     Lord  Njorth  alTured  tlie  Houfe,  he  had  no  objeAion  to  the 
propofcd  enquiry,  but  he  thought,  if  that  fhould  appear  to 
be  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  matter 
fhould  be  taken  into  confidei-ation  of  a  committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  rather  than  by  a  ieleA  or  open  conmiittee  out 
of  it. 

Agreed  to  be  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  8th 
of  Mav, 

Lorcf  North,  by  his  Majefty's  command,  laid  tl^e  follow- 
ing treaty  before  the  Houfe. 

'Tranflation  of  a  Treaty  between  his  Majefly  and  the  Prince  of 
Wald^ck,  Signed  at  Arolktif  the  20th  o/*  April,  1776. 

BE  it  known  to  thofe  whom  it  may  concern,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  the  kiog  of  Great-Britain  having  judged  pr<:q^r  to  ac- 
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cept  of  a  body  of  infiantiy  of  the  troops  of  his  Moft  Serine 
Highncft  the  reigning  Prince  of  Waldeck,  to  be  employed  in 
the  fcrvice  of  Great-Britain,  the  high  contrafting  parties  . 
have  given  their  orders  on  this  fubjed  to  their  refpeftive 
miniftcrs,  to  wit,  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  Colonel  William 
Faucitt,  Captain  in  the  Guards ;  and  tlie  Moft  Serene  Prince 
of  Waldeck  to  his  Privy  Councellor,  and  Prefidcnt  of  the 
Regency  Frederick  Lewis  Wiepert  de  Zerbft^  who,  after 
the  exchange  of  their  refpeftivc  full  powers  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  articles. 

Art.  I,  The  faid  Moft  Serene  Prince  yields  to  his 
Britannic  Majefty  a  corps  of  infantry  of  fix  hundred  and 
fcventy  men,  which  fliall  be  at  the  entire  difpofition  of  the 
King  of  Great-Britain,  to  be  employed  in  his  fervice  on  the 
fame  footing  as  the  other  German  troops  both  in  Europe  and 
in  North  America.  The  regiment  (hall  moreover  be  pro- 
vided with  two  pieces  of  field  artillery,  with  two  bombadiers^ 
twelve  gunners  and  other  attendants,  a^d  the  train  thereto 
belonging. 

Art.  II.  The  Moft  Serene  Prince  engages  toeauiptfais 
corps  compleatly,  and  that  it  fliall  be  ready  to  march  at  the 
latcft,  on  the  6th  of  May  next.  The  faid  corps  fhall  pafs 
in  review  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  before  his  Britannic 
Majefty*s  commiffary. 

Art.  III.  The  Moft  Serene  Prince  engages  to  fumifli 
the  recruits  annually  neceftary.  Thcfe  recruits  (hall  be  de- 
livered to  his  Britannic  Majeny's  commi(rary  difciplined  and 
compleatly  equipped;  his  Moft' Serene  hignnefs  will  do  his 
utmoft  for  the  whole  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  embarkation  at 
the  time  which  his  Majcftv  (haH  appoint. 

Art.  IV.     His  Maje(ty*s  fervice  and  the  prefervation  of 
the  troops  requiring  equally  that  the  commanding  ofiicers  and 
fubaltems  (hould  be  perfcftly  (killed  in  the  fervice,  his  Moft  - 
Serene  Highncft  will  take  proper  care  in  the  choice  of  them* 

Art.  V.  The  Moft  Serene  Prince  engages  to  put  this 
corps  on  the  beft  footing  pofliblc  ;  and  no  men  (hall  be  ad- 
mitted therein  but  fuch  as  are  fit  for  field-fervice,  and  acknow- 
ledged as  fuch  by  his  Britannic  Majefty *s  commiflary. 

Art.  VI.  This  corps  (hall  be  furni(hed  with  tents  and 
all  neceflarv  equipage. 

Art.  ViL  The  King  grants  to  this  corps  the  ordi- 
nary and  extraordinary  pay,  as  well  as  all  the  advantages 
in  forage,  provlfion,  wintcr-quaitcrs  and  Tefrc(hrocnrs, 
ice.  enjoyed  by  the  Royal  troops;  and  the  Moft  Se- 
rene Prince  engages  to  permit  this  corps  to  enjoy  all 
Z  z  z  a     '  the 
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the  emoluments  of  pay  which  hU  Britannic  Msyeftv  allows 
^hcm,  T^e  l^ck  and  wounded  qf  the  faid  corps  fli'all  be  takei| 
^are  of  in  \\ie  KJngS  hofpitals,  and  (hall  be  treated  in  that 
refpefV,  as  the  troops  of  his  Britannic  iVfajefly;  and  tho 
wound^fi,  not  in  a  condition  to  fervc,  (hall  be  tranfported  into 
]plurope,  landed  in  fome  port  on  the  Weler|  and  fent  back  tQ 
their  own  country  at  the  King's  cxpence. 

Art,  VIII^  There  ftiall  be  paid  to  his  Moft  Serene 
fiighnefs  as  levy -money,   fpr  e^ch  foot  foldier  as  well  as 

funner,  thirty  crowns  bancoy  the  crown  to  be  reckoned  at 
fty-three  fols  of  Holland,  one  half  of  this  money  (hall  be 
paid  in  thrc^  weeks  after  the  fignature  of  the  treaty,  a^d  the 
pthcr  half  in  tvvo  mpnths  after  die  fignature, 

Art.  JX,  Accprding  to  cuftam  tliree  wounded  men  fliall 
be  reckoned  as  one  inan  killed,  a  pian  killed  ihall  be  paid  fop 
at  tl^  rate  qf  the  levy-money.  If  it  fhould  happen  that  any 
(company  of  this  cqrps  fliould  be  wholly  or  in  p^rt  ruined  or- 
dcftroyed,  qr  diat  the  pieces  oJF  artillery  or  other  elFed^ 
«vith  which  it  might  be  furnifhed,  Ihould  l^e^loft  by  accident^^ 
his  Majefty  the  fcng  of  <ireat-Britain  fhall  qaufe  the  cx- 
pence of  the  qeceffary  recruits  to  be  paid,  as  alfo  the  value  of 
the  faid  field -pjece^  and  effefts,  to  fCreftablilh  this  corps  and 
its  artillery  immediately, 

A?!LT.  X,  The  Moft  Serene  Prince  referye?  to  himielf 
|:he)iomi  nation  to  the  vacant  employments,  as  well  as  the 
^dminiftration  of  juftice.  His  Britannic  Majefty  will  give 
orders  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  in  which  this 
corps  (hall  ferve,  that  he  does  not  fcqvjirc  froni  this  porps  any 
extraordinary  ferviccs,  or  fvjch  as  arc  beyond  Its  projKirtion 
with  the  reft  of  the  army  ;  rmd  \Ylien  it  Ihall  ferve  with  the 
Englifli  troops  or  other  au3cUiaries,  thp  officers  fli?.ll  command 
(as  th.e  fpilitry  fervice  requires  pf  itfelf)  according  to  their 
nnk,  and  the  fcniority  of  their  commiflions,  without  making 
any  diftinftion  \f itb  regard  to  what  pprps  the  troops  may 
i)clqng,  witj>  which  they  fliall  ferve  ip  conjmiftion,  Thi$ 
(cgrps  fliall  take  tlie  path  of  fidelity  to  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
fvithput  prejudice  pp  th^t  which  they  hav?  takcfi  tp  their  owq 
govereign. 

A?iT.  XIj  All  dcferters  from  thp  W^dcck  regiment 
^all  be  faithfully  and  invnediately  given  up  wherever  they 
m;iy  he  fq^ifu},  ip  the  places  depf:ndent  on  his  Britannic  Ma-; 
jefty ;  apd  efpccially,  it  fliall  pot  be  permitted,  as  far  as  i^ 
'f^m^l  ^^  ?"y  9^  tbf  l^biefts  yirhatfcffv^r  pf  h«  Mo^ 
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Serene  Highnefs  eftabliih  themfelve^  in  America  without  the 
^onfent  of  their  Sovereign, 

Art.  XIL  The  pay  Ihall  commence  fifteen  days  before 
the  march  of  this  body  of  troops,  and  as  foon  as  the  troops 
fhall  h^ve  quitted  their  quitters,  to  rejp^ir  tp  the  place  of  their 
deflinatioo,  all  the  expences  of  their  march  and  tranlport 
ftiall  be  at  the  charge  of  hig  Britannic  Majefty^ 

Art,  XIII.  His  Britannic  Majefty  ihall  errant  to  the 
Moft  Serene  Prince,  during  all  the  time  that  this  body  of 
troops  fhall  be  in  his  Majefty^s  pay,  an  annual  fubiidy  .of 
twenty -five  thouf^nd  and  fifty  crowns  banco:  his  Majefty 
(hall  cdufe  notice  of  the  determination  of  the  faid  fubfidy  to 
be  given  a  wh£>le  year  before  it  (hall  ceafc  to  b^  paid,  provided 
that  fuch  notice  mall  not  be  given  till  after  the  return  of  die 
troops  into  the  dominions  of  bis  Moft  Serene  Highnefs. 

This  treaty  (hall  be  ratified  by  the  high  contraaing  parties, 
^nd  the  ratifications  thereof  fhall  be  exchanged  as  foon  as 
polfiblc/ 

In  teftimony  whereof,  we  the  underfigncd,  by  virtue  of 
pur  full  powers,  have  ligned  the  prefent  treaty,  and  have 
a^xed  thereto  the  (caU  of  our  arms^  Done  at  Arolfefiy  this 
jsoth  of  Jpriiy  J776, 

(L.  S.)  fTtlfiam  FauettU 

{\a.  6,)  Fndtrich  Louis  fPlepert  dc  Zerbjl. 


S^7 


^tat$  of  thi  Rsgtmint  of  his 
Prinze 
Staff, 

1  Lientenaqt-cofoneJ 
X  Major 

2  C^ptatQrlieuten^Qts 
I  Afliftant-major 

J  Auditor 

I  Quarter-maftcF 

I  Chaplain 

)  Surgepn-majoF 


Moft  Serene  Highnefs  the  reigninr 
o/Waldcck. 

Staff, 

1  Drum-rmajor 

4  Hautboys  or  fife» 

2  Provoft  and  his  ilrvant 

I  Servant  for  the  carriage 
with  die  military  chcft 

I  Servant  for  the  carriage 
viththe  medicine  chcft. 


i9 


Cmpanjf  of  Grenadiers^ 
2  Captain  and  his  fervant 
2  Firft  Lieiitenant  and  bis 

fervant 
2  Second  Lientepaf^f  jLt^i 

^i(  fervanj 


Company  of  the  Re^tment^ 
2  Captain  and  his  fervant 
|Z  Firft  Lieutenant  and  hif 

fervant 
2  Enfign  afid  his  fervant 
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Company  of  Grenadiers^  •             Company  9/  the  Re^imemt. 

1  Surgeon  i  Surgeon 

2  Serjeants  3  Serjeants 
t  Fourier  i  Fourier 

1  Capitainc  dJAnncs  i  Capitaine  cTArmcs 
6  Corporals  I  Standard  bearer 

3  Drummers  6  Corporals 

2  Fifrcs  3  Drummers 

1  SoUicitor  I  Solicitor 
no  Grenadiers  107     Private  men 

134  Men    •  •  130  Men 

2  Bombadiers  390  Of  three  other  compa* 

nies 
%2  Gunners  134  The  company   of  Gre- 

nadiers 
2  Three  pounders  16  Of  the  ftaflF 

Total    670 

U*  N0rth.      Lord  North  prefentcd  the  following  mdTage  froni  his  Ma- 
jcfty. 

G  E  O  RG  E    R. 

His  Majefty,  relying  on  the  experienced  zeal  and  affeftion 
of  his  faithful  Commons,  and  conlidering,  that,  during  the  pit- 
fcnt  troubles  in  North- America, emergencies  may  arife,  which 
may  be  of  the  utmoft  imjwrtance,  and  be  attended  with  the 
moft  dangerous  confcqucnccs,  if  proper  means  Ihould  not  be 
immediately  applied  to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  is  dciirous 
that  this  Houfc  will  cn:^l)le  him  to  defray  any  extraordinary 
expences  incurred,  or  to  be  incurred,  on  account  of  military 
fcrvices,  for  the  year  one  thonfand  feven  hundred  and  leventy- 
fix,  and  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require.  And  his 
Majcfty,  having  judged  it  expedient  to  iliuchis  proclamation, 
in  purfuance  of  an  aa  of  Parliament,  paflcd  in  the  fourteenth 
year  of  his  reign,  for  calling  in  the  remainder  of  the  deficient 
gold  coin,  doubts  not  but  tliat  his  faithful  Commons  will 
enable  him  to  make  good  the  charges  which  (hall  be  incurred 
in  this  fcrvice,  and  which  cannot  at  this  time  be  afcertaincd. 

G.  R. 

Referred  to  the  committee  of  fupply. 
May  3, 

Second  reading  of  the  bill  for  altering  the  punifliment  of 
felons.     No  debate.     Adjourned  to  May  6. 
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May  6. 
.  Colonel  Barri  held  a  paper  in  his  hand,  which  he  inform-  Col.  Barrio 
ed  the  Houfe  he  had  cut  out  of  the  London  Gazette,  and 
which  he  {aid  contained  the  only  account  or  reafon  aiiigned 
for  the  Britifh  troops  quitting  Bofton ;  therefore  he  moved, 
*'  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that 
he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  direftlons  to  the  proper 
officers  to  lay  before  this  Houfe  .copies  of  the  laft  difpatches 
and  of  all  difpatches  received  from  the  ift  of  March  laft  from 
General  Howe,  ai)d  Vice  Admiral  Shuldham,  in  order  that 
tliis  Houfe  may  have  full  and  authentic  information  of  the 
prefent  ftatc  of  the  war  in  North- America,  before  they  pro- 
ceed to  grant  any  further  fupplies  for  the  carrying  on  faid 
war."     He  had  been  informed,  that  there  was  a  capitulation 
concluded  between  General  Howe  and  General  Wafhington, 
through  the  intervention  of  the  feleft  men,  by  which  General 
Howe  was  to  leave  his  ftores  and  not  to  burn  the  town  ;   but 
the  Gazette  did  not  mention  this  circumftance  ;  nor  gave  the 
public  any  reafon  for  General  Howe's  quitting  Bofton.     He 
faid  the  only  paper  publiflicd  by  authority  was  become  a  dis- 
grace to  the  nation  :  that  tlie  moft  fiiameful  eiForts  had  beett 
made  to  miflead  the  people  without  doors,  but  what  was  of 
infinitely  worfe  confequence  to  the  nation   at  large,    that 
Houfe  had  been  groflly  mified  in  every  communication  which 
had -come  from  his  Majefty 's  fervants,  and  whenever  any  dcn 

Sree  or  fpecies  of  information  had  been  dcfired,  it  was  con- 
antly  refufed.  He  appealed  tp  the  candour  and  feelings  of 
the  two  noble  Lords  in  office,  if  ever  fuch  a  conduft,  in  any 
fituation  of  things,  or  upon  any  pretext  or  emergency  what- 
ever, was  before  adopted  by  any  adminiftration.  He  was 
certain  fuch  a  procedure  could  not  continue  much  longer  to 
be  endured.  Here,  fays  he,  we  have  already  voted  upwards 
of  nine  millions.  We  are  going  to  give  a  vote  of  credit  for 
anotlier  million*  I  dare  fay,  inaccurate  as  the  minifter  is  in 
his  general  aftertions,  he  will  hardly  venture  to  rife  and  pledge 
himfelf  to  the  Houfe,  that  five  millions  more  will  defray  the 
expences  of  the  prefent  campaign :  What  then,  in  the  name 
of  decency,  arc  we  about  ?  Shall  we  vote  fifteen  millions  of 
the  public  money,  without  knowing  whether  there  is  the 
leaft  profpeft  of  fuccefs  ?  No,  it  is  impoffible  :  I  think  I  fee 
the  noble  Lord  relent,,  and  tacitly  confefs  at  once  the  pro* 
pricty  and  Jieceffity  of  informing  die  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  what  they  are  to  expeft,  and  what  are  the  obftacles  on 
one  hajnd^  and  tlic  proipe&s  of  fuccefs  on  the  other,  in  the 
.     .  ^  further 
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further  profecution  df  this  burthenfome,  cnfel,  aftdf  unnatural 
war.  1  know  the  noble  LordS  power  is  gtcSt^  and  his  in- 
fluence cxtcnfive ;  but  however  willing  the  'riSajority  of  thi* 
Houfe  may  be  to  obey  his  Mandates,  f  truft  that  che  noble 
Lord,  as  well  for  the  fake  of  favirtg  common  ippcarances,  as 
for  his  own  eventual  perfonal  fafetjr,  will  voudifafe  to  give* 
this  Houfe  fome  more  fatisfadory  information  than?  what  it 
contained  upon  this  flimfy/crapof  paper. 

ti$^orti.  Lord  North  aflerted,  that  the  contents  of  the  Loa'^n  G?!- 
xette  were  true.  The  army  was.  not  compelkd  to  abandon 
Bofton  ;  that  aa  the  Britifh  troops  met  not  the  Icaft  inter- 
ruption from  the  rebels,  neither  did  the  generd  cOmef  into' 
any  comj^romiie  whatever*  He  faid,  the  ftores,  ammuni- 
tion, &c«  were  not  abandoned  ;  that  tlie  army  fufFered  no 
lofs  either  immediately  before  or  in  its  embarkation;  that 
the  troops  embarked  with  all  poffible  coolnefs  and  regularity, 
and  even,  perfeftly  at  their  cafe ;  but  that  nevertnelefs  it 
would  not  be  proper,  in  his  opinion,  to  lay  all  fhe  difpatches 
before  that  Houfe,  becaufc  it  might  be  the  means  of  defeat- 
ing, at  leaft  of  impeding,  the  meafures  adopted,  apd  tl)e  ope- 
rations meant  to  be  carried  into  execution,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  prefent  campaign.  He  affirmed,  that  the  evstcuation  of 
Bofton  was  no  lofs  of  glory,  it  was  only  a  change  of  place« 
He  faw  no  connexion  oetween  General  Howe's  letter  and  the 
vote  of  credit.  He  faw  no  difgrace  in  leaving  Bofton  ;  we 
had  the  fame  men  and  the  fame  (hips ;  Only  in  another  place. 

t«rd  y»bm       Lord  John  Grvendl/h  obfcrved,  that  the  lloufe  had  proceed- 

^••^■^i^'  cd  in  the  beginning  of  this  buiinefs  on  aftual  miiinformatioa* 
This  was  done  to  draw  the  nation  imperceptibly  into  the 
war.  WKen  that  favourite  point  was  oUained,  then  every 
Jtind  x>{  information  was  refufed.  It  was  owned  that  the  in- 
formation was  fallc,  or  in  the  more  mild  language  of  admi- 
niftration,  government  was  deceived  ;  but  what  of  that  i 
The  nation  had  been  infidiouily  led  into  a  war ;  when  once 
embarked,  it  was  too  late  to  recede ;  and  from  the  very  firft 
<lay  the  fword  was  drawn,  his  Majcfty's  minifters  have  refu- 
fed to  impart  a  finde  tittle  relative  to  the  conduct  of  thia 
war ;  and  the  minifter,  with  a  confidence  Jiitherto  unexam- 
pled, comes  down  day  after  day  to  this  Houfe,  and  expels 
an  implicit  obedience  and  aiTent  to  whatever  demand  he  plea- 
ds to  make,  without  any  other  preteniions  to  favour,  than 
that  un.^er  his  adminiftration  the  whole  Britifh  empire  has 
been  loft,  at  the  national  expence  of  twenty  n>illioi>s  of  mo- 
ney, preclfeiy  in  eleven  montlis  from  day   to  day^   that  is^ 

from 
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from  the  dateof  the  defeat  at  Lexington^  to  the  evacuation 
of  Bofton. 

Mr.  Byng  contended,  that  the  public  ought  to  be  inform- Mr.  <Pjw^, 
€d  what  was  doing  in  America,  and  to  whatpurpofes  their 
money  was  applied  ;  and  though  there  may  be  a  pretence  of 
with-holding  future  plans,  there  could  be  none   for  refufing 
to  lay  before  Parliament  an  account  of  what  had  been  done. 

Sir  iGeorge  Tonge  faid,  it  was  impoffiblc  but  the  confe- Sir  C7«r|# 
quencesof  the  prefent  war  muft  be  the  deftruftion  of  thc'^*"^'* 
nation  :  In  any  hands  the  event  would  be  doubtful ;  but  in 
luch  haixds,  the  difgrace  and  ruin  of  the  nation^  and  the  lofs 
of  Anaerica,  were  inevitable. 

Mr,  Hartley  faid,  the  Americans  were  averfc  to  any  po-  ur^^ntn^ 
tions  of  independency,  unlefs  driven  to  it  by  necefiity,  astl^ey 
were  determined  never  to  fubmit  to  be  taxed  by  the  Britim 
Parliament.  He  contended^  that  Anierica  deUred  no  more 
than  a  fccurity  and  recognition  of  thofe  rights  (he  enjoyed 
before,  to  the  year  1763.  He  infifted,  notwithftanding  tb$ 
unqualified  affertions  of  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  the,trca- 
fury,  that  General  Howe  was  driven  from  Bofton,  and  that 
nothing  but  a  dread  of  having  his  whole  army  cut  to  pieces, 
ormade  prifoners,  induced  him  to  make  fo  precipitate  and 
UnexpeAed  a  retreat.  He  faid,  we  had  clofed  the  firft  book 
of  the  American  war ;  fhall  we  proceed  to  the  fecond,  with 
our  eyes  open  ?  Before,  we  were  in  ignorance  of  America  ; 
now,  we  fee  and  know  Ibmethin^  of  her.  He  concluded  with 
obferving,  that  the  great  chain  vmich  held  both  countries  was 
now  broken  by  our  late  harfh,  impolitic,  and  he  would  add, 
cruel  proceedings  ;  that  he  feared  Anaerica  was  for  ever  loft  ; 
yet  a  gleam  of  hope  ftill  broke  in  on  his  mind  fufficien^  to 
make  him  believe  that  Ahierica  was  ftill  recoverable,  if  the 
management  of  public  affairs  was  entrufted  into  other  hands. 

Mr.  Burke  took  a  ihort  view  of  the  conduft  of  the  war  Mr.  MMrh* 
from  its  commencement,  and  jocularly  obfervcd,  that  if  he 
had  not  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  integrity  and  probity  of 
the  noble  Lord  and  his  colleagues  in  office,  he  (hould  be  in- 
clined to  fufpeft  that  they  were  fecret  friends  to  America, 
and  had  been  bribed  to  betray  the  honour  and  military  repu-  ' 

tationof  this  country;  for  from  the  firft  embarkation  of 
tro<^8  from  Ireland,  to  this  inftant,  every  meafure  which 
had  been  adopted  or  purfued  was  direfted  to  the  impove- 
riihing  this  country^  and  emancipating  America.  He  obfer- 
ved,  that  the  noble  Lord  had  difclaimed  any  intention  of  gi- 
ving falfe  colours  to  the  account  which  appcare4  in^he  Lon- 
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don  Gazette ;  but  there  was  not  room  left  for  a  poffibility  of 

mifreprefentation,  for  though  Uie  Bofton  extraordiaaries  fur 

8000  men,  in  the  courfeof  twelve  montfaa,  had  amounted  to 

one  miliion  and  a  half,  or  nearly  two  hundred  pounds  a  man, 

for  fait  beef  and  four  crout,  he  w6uld  affirm,  and  called  upon 

the  noble  L'ord  to  contradiA  him,  that  the  troops  could  not 

have  remained  in  that  town  ten  days  longer,  if  the  Heavens 

had  not  rained  down  manna  and  quails;  and  in  a  fimilar  ex* 

peftation,  heprefumed,  the  troops  were  embarked  for  Hali* 

fax,  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey. 

Rt.  Hon.        Rieht  hon.  ff\  Ellis  faid,  the  evacuation  of  Bofton  was 

Wr/^r*  EU  a  dimmution  of  credit  and  a  very  great  calamity.     It  was  an 

^'  event  that  would  give  great  iciai  to  the  American  caufe  ;   for 

though  a  part  of  the  plan  for  future  operations,  it  was  at  that 

time  the  cfFeft  of  harfh  neccflity  :  It  was  a  refle£kion  upon 

General  Howe  to  fav  it  was  any  thing  clfe  but  harlh  ntcefEty. 

Mr.  ZjFitt/-     Mr.  Lytulton  infixed,  that  any  communication  wo«ld  be 

*•••  exceedingly  improper  in  the  prcfcnt  critical  fituacioii    of 

affairs. 
OtnCmioty     Gtneral  Conway  faid,   the  Britiih  arms  had  been  difho* 
nourcd,  the  Britilh  councils  were  fallen  into  contempt,  and 
the  honour  of  the  nation  deeply  wounded.     The  evacuation 
of   Bofton,   was  difhonourable>     He  condemned  the  con- 
duft  of  adminiftration  without  rcicrve,   and   faid,    the  ar- 
my, which  was  dcftincd  for  tlic  conqueft  of  America,  was 
now  lying  inaftivc,  part  ftufFed  into  tranfports   waiting  at 
Spithead ;  another  part  was  ftill  in  Germany,  and  none  of 
them  where  they  (hould  long  lince  have  been.     That  he  al- 
ways thought  the  mealure  of  coercing  America,  for  tiie  pur- 
pofc  of  railing  a  revenue,  an  unjuft  one;  he  always  looked 
Vipon  it  te  be  impra£ticable ;  but  was  certain  it  w$is  to  the 
laft  degree  cruel,  and  oppreffive.     It  was  dcftruftive  of  the 
commerce,  importance,  zhA  deareft  interefts  of  this  country, 
if  in  cafe  it  fhould  mifcarry,  which  he  thou^t  more  than 
probable.     It  was  deftruftivc  of  what  was  ftill,  if  poJUible, 
piore  valuable,  its  liberties,  if  it  fhould  fticceed, 
Lord  (?«ir^#      Lord  George  Germain  faid,  by  what  he  had  fecn  of  the  ccr- 
ptmfin.     relpondence,  he  never  underftood  that  General  Howe  intend-? 
ed  to  begin  his  operations  from  Bofton.     His  opinion  was 
well  known :    it  was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the 
Houfc  ;  as  long  therefore  as  the  Houle  thou^t  it  proper  tq 
fupport  the  war,  he  tliought  it  would  be  right  to  purfuc  it, 
and  no  longer.     When  he  came  into  office,  the  nation  wa^ 
^ready  engaged  in  it  ^  he  did  not  begin  it,     Qrders  were 
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fent  by  Admiral  Shuldham  for  General  Howe  to  leave  Bof- 
ton  wnencver  he  thought  proper.  But  he  ftippofed  the  Ge- 
neral had  prepared  his  winter  quarters^  and  thinking  he  Ihould 
remain  qviiet  had  refolved  to  winter  there.  But  he  would 
certainly  have  left  Bofton  in  the  fpring.  His  Lordfhip  af- 
ferted,  that  there  was  no  agreement  between  General  Howe 
and  Wafhington:  that  Washington  had  changed  his  pofition, 
which  no  doubt  obliged  General  Howe  to  change. his;  and 
that  tlicre  was  ib  much  of  our  force  thrown  Into  circulation* 

Colonel  Barre  obferved,  that  the  embarkations  were  all  Cel.  B^nik 
made  too  late  laft  year ;  that  convoys  were  negle£ted  ;  that 
the  provifions,  ammunition,  and  ftores,  by  that  means  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  provincials.  That  the  naval 
force  was  inadequate  to  the  fervice ;  and  that  unequal  as  it  viraa 
to  the  fcrvice,  it  was  ftillworfe  provided,  and  more  impro- 
perly direfted.  He  fl^ould  be  glad  to  know  to  whom  thofc 
delays,  mifmanagements,  if  not  malverfations  in  office, 
were  to  be  imputed.  He  took  a  view  of  the  conduft  of 
admii]iiftration,  iince  Chriftmas  laft,  and  defired  to  know,  how 
it  happened^  that  now,  on  tlie  6th  of  May,  the  greatefl  part 
of  the  armjr  Ihould  be  lying  at  Spithead,  or  what  was  the 
reafon  that  Ibme  of  the  Heinans,  who  ought  to  have  been  ii|, 
Anaericai  had  not  yet  left  Germany. 

The  lyord  Mayor  [Mr.  $awhridgi\  faid,  if  the  noble  I^ord  Mr.   jkfp* 
jit  the  head  of  the  Ahierican  department,  had  any  intelli-  ^'^JP* 

fence  from  America,  why  not  lay  it  before  the  Houfe  ?  He 
elieved  he  had  not,  for  all  he  knew  was  at  fccond  hand. 
General  Howe  did  not  fo  much  as  know  hi^s  Lordfhip  was  in 
office  ;  for  his  difpatches  were  direfted  to  a  noble  Lord,  a 
member  of  the  other  Hoyfe,  who  held  the  office  his  Lordfhip 
^ow  enjoys. 

The  queflion  was  put,  and  the  Houfc  divided  j  ayes  54  ; 
laocs  171.  ' 

Went  into  a  comnjitt^e  oi)  th^  King's  melTag^,     Voted 
oae  million. 
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